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?. OPORD 17-67 (Operation. v:~LbOSTA) 

643- "' J. )~ ...:... ;. 

operati·:>n of routes to polling ple.c~s i:;'l Long Khanh Province ~nd a B .'''dted 

search e:.n.d destroy op3ration, conducted in the Blrckhorse TAOR/I'1I.0I. 

3. Q.ATF,.? OF OPER;\.TION: Operation V .. iLDOSTA lotP.S conducted frO'1l 1 to 6 Sap­

tember 196'"/. 

4. LOCli~ Cps-rat.ion VALDOSTA "1I •. f'; ,:--mducted ;n t,he Bli~ckhorse Tact.ieal 

Area of Responsibility f1.nd Tactical l\re9. "~.:::' _'nterest, in t.b.e Long KhPnh Province. 

5. ~.9..L_HEA.D0Q!-RTEPS: Operation "ii:;JJOOSTA W",s conducted tmder the ot)8r-

.::..tional control of the 11th Amored Cavalry !legi"lent .• 

6. GENERAJJ: Opera.tion VALDOSTA wns :'I.!.'. operation designed t.o -nrov:i.de secur-

i ty for the Vie'~,':lA!tlese National Elections, '" I·oviding route aecuri t.y :'or votoers, 

and to search out and destroy enemy concentrc.t.ions in t,he Bl('ckhorse TAOR/TAOI. 

The object of the operation was to minimize n.:i.lY affect t.he e.bove onerr-:tions 

would have on the election in this area. 

a. Organizational Structure (under "gimente.l cont.rol) 

(1) 1st Squadron, 1/9l9th Engineer Com.,..,anv, Team, 541st ~11" li. t~ry 

Intelligence Detachment. 

(2) 3rd Squadron, 3/9l9th Engineer Comp(lny, Te'<""m, 541st 11ilip.ry 

Intelligence Detachment. 

(3) Regimental Headouarters, Air Cav~lry Troon, 9l9th Engineer 

Company ( .. ), 37th Medical Compenv, 409th ~.dio Research Detachment, 5ilst Hil_ 

itary Intelligence Detaohment (-). 

b. 54th Artillery Group ~rovided reinforcing fires on cAll. 

c. ArtJ.Iy Engineer SuP't"ort WM '!"rovided by the 9l9th Engineer COmpMY, 

and A Compony, 86th Engineers. 

" d. Arrrry Avia.tion: 

(1) General.: The Avia.tion ehnent sup't"orted the Regiment If th 

13 OH-23 , 8; 12 UH-lD' s ; and 19 UH-IC' s. 4 OH-23 , e re"'ained vi th the "nd 

Squadron. The OH-23 'ewere flown I!I. total of 87 hours, consumed 1,479 gallons 

of 114/145 fuel, and transported 99 passengers (average of 16 daily). 
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armed he:' ..... e ,J:' ,:, .~:C~ r':'ew 191 hy"./'1 , consumed 11,460 gallon. of JP-4 fuel, firea 

ser: . . ~ - f' "', 'C' " • • - .. . ..,. r:,.~ ·i"l. '. 
- l~i.'.,.~ .. , . . "', . '- '- "';: ," ~'''-''''J.) '11.oJ. :,3 ·;·"Y.f. C'J~' :D.rgo (2.2 tons a d:1Y). 

Aerial Sup"'ort 
::tnd Reaction Forces 

08-23 170 

UH-lD I" 260 

UH-IC 

T:'l)op !Aft Casualty Evacuation 

TTrI-lD o 

Totnl So:: tl (.:~ .. 632 

I:; ~ 'r~lchniquOS: The Air Ccn r.: ::,y Troop, 'With nsdstrnce from the 

Regimental AV~ " ·:-'.L': ~l .section, o.ccomplish0(1 '~,'10 T,llctictU troop lifts f'01' t.hd 2nd 

BI:',ttalion, 47u. 7 ft l ch:mi :~ed Infantry. The .:~;. !'s-c lift moved two pla:i,'J'-;~-. size 

fO:L'ces into cri tic,,1 arens for search ,~nd 0.Nstroy opern.tions. The > .,ding zones 

w:>re covered with Artillery nnd nrmed halico!)ter fire prior to 1."'nu5!1[,; of the 

'\-,roops. The second lift involved t,he iilo~remont of" com:OL:ny size e1eillont from 

:tts area of operr.tion to 0. fire support b,;se at the completion of the operation. 

OH-23 

UH-1C 

UH-lD 

(4) ~intenance: 

On Hnnd 

13 

19 

12 

AVrdl"lble 

(5) Annl.ysis of timeliness rnd effectiveness indic,~ted bot.h were 

considered highly s~tisfnctory. 

e. Chemical: Chemioru. sup-nort Wo.s provided bv the 33rd Chemic,.l Det-

cchment. 

f. Air Force: Comb!l.t Jl..ir SUptlort wns provided ~r the 7th T,"tctic,.l 

Air Forco duri ng Operr:tion V.I.I.Il)OSTA. 

7. (C) INTELLIGEN~ : 

n. Antioipated ene~ situation: 

(l) In Northern Icng Kh~'nh Province, 
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(minus .. ' ~ .' 1i":' -. . <: .1 I./"! t.he gre'l.test thre!'.t to High","'y ~O, the La Uga 

BridgE. -' ~/. : :~'1: : : (~u.'~l 7:;,ll .. ~:~·~\ "_" ' ~I),:die!"l1 Long Kh::mh Province t.he 1st Bn.ttolion 

of t h-.; -:\:~:" '.~; ';:;"''1'' '. ::( . . ;~:::r:.';':: '::":", .. I~~ ·: .~;l":\ t:7.~' the 1st B~ttn1ion, 274th Viet Coni:. 

'. ' . ,'j . • - (r·,:, ·~ .L d '."; : ... .:. , •. ". . '" "'1' l'l,l'lueno" nl""" Higt...·-- 1 v .. ·t or' ... \ .. ................ , oJ . t" ." -- .. .... - ,," , . . !.L v ---0 ~AII~ .&;I\.1iiIII 

Tuy ?\·r.vl.r.. .. :-J,. ,;ilr: ;~, ,; : l!" ~:\'S. \l ... .. '~. l~j ... ;: : ~ 'J.: th~ 274th Viet Cong Regi'lJlent, the 

D445 L:>~ ·.~ J!'~·"x. ~~· ·· ·tt:j . ..:...':'l·: ~ .•. ,.-•. poac!.""lv tno 1st B~tt"'lion, 274th V:lst C"Dg Reg-

iment are "r.i."t1:dn. e ··.~ ' .' r.:tr·:.Jci.tl.e ·-H.~ta,'lc~ of the Bl",ckhorse Base C"'mp, 'lbeAustrnl-

io.."1 Bl~se C.1D'lP . .It Nu.i Dc.t, 3ighwllY!3 I, .~ J.n1 15. 

!In!! 

274th VC Reg+, 

lst Bn 

2nd Bn 

3rd Bn 

275th VC Regt , " 
\- ,1 

1st Bn 

DM,5 Loctl Force 

1st Company 

2nd Company 

§"trO!lgth 

1400 

400 

350 

],0 

<31)0 

400 

Bn .350 

90 

80 

UtI.10·:';, -possibly Eo.st of Bno Binh H':1l1llets 
me.. '-:')' .. lth of H5,ghw"y 1. 

Unlocl\ted 

Dispersed from H~t Dich to Enat of Highwny 
2. 

3rd Compnny 90 Unloc 

4th Company 70 Unloc~tod, probably South of Song Dong Nai 
in TA'lr.8 Khanh Province. 

0800 VO::Ig N:d Bn 450 (TnJ.vcrtad, V1v'D'"'~lV South of Song Dong 
N.'ll in Long Kh!U1h PrO'VUlce. 

(3) Tr.ctics: T'ao enemy wr:..a pr1.mnrily interested in" p8~rcl1uloglo!1J. 

victory prior to ~~e 3 September elections for ~ropr~~ndn purposes. This could 

be o.chieved through mo:rt~r nttncks on the Bb,ckhorse B::tse C!UDp r-md/or the Aus_ 

trnlian Base C:;,mp possibly in conjunction \lith 2 ground ..,tt~.ck on the XIl B~.ng 

outpost or G:i!l &.y Village. In Northern Long KhClllh Province the enemy could mor­

tar ond/or nttf1.ck Dinh Qunn Vilb.ge. These ~ctions would represent t.he c~.p::-.bil­

ities of Viet Gong action prior to the elootion. More cortdnly, t.he Viet Cong 

will attempt to :I.nterdict Higbvo.ys wi thin the I'lre". of operations, 'ltili zing 

sniping :".nd horrassing fires against voters a.t t.he polls or en route 
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the t urDout tor the elections ~nd thereby d~mpen the psvchologicRl advantAge 

this election created tor·the government ot the Remlblic of Vietnsm. 

b. Actual J!'rumr;y SituatiOn': Noma.1or contacts vi th the enemy occurred 

during Operation VALDOSTA. The enemy' was R.T'J>&rent.ly trust.rAted in M s at.tempts 

to mount any sort at large scale attacks. This is believedto be especially 

true ot the. 274th Viet Cong Regiment, which was hit 'by fl B-52 Bomb Strike and 

a sweep operation. As a result ot this action t.he regiment was kept ott Wance 

tor severrl days prior to t·he election. The freouenc,r of mining, sabot.e.ge, rnd 

terrorist activities, as expected, increased apnreciably beginning three d~vs 

prior to the election "nd continued t.hrough election dr.'tr. 

8. (0) MlSSIQN: The 11th Armored C~v~lry Regi~ent (-) cont~nues Oneration 

KITTYHAWK, secures Blaokhorse Base Camp and esoorts logistio~l convoys b~tween 

Long Binh nnd Blackhorse Base CnlJlo. Durj.ng 2-4 Sent.ember 1967, conduct.a Oper­

. ation VALDOSTA by conducting search "'nd destrov o,",e~.tions in TAOR/AO ORANGE 

:'1nd maintains reaction forces along HighwlYs 1, 2~nd 20. 

8.. Maneuver: 11th Armored Cav'"11ry Regil"l]eht (-) conducts tM.s oper­

ation 2-4 September 1967. 1st Squadron continues security ot GIA RAY Rock Quarry, 

establishes FSjPB (ANNE) vicinity m726, conducts search rnd destroy operat.iona 

in AO ORANGE and BLUE ~d lI1El.1ntains reaction force at Blaokhorso &.se Camp nnd 

posi tion D, Bau Chanh, vicinity YT558116. 3rd SQu!ldron continues Oner~tion 

KITTYHAWK, escorts logistical convoys between Long Binh And Long O1ao, secures 

Blackhorse Base c..-unp, conduots sen.rch and destroy oper~tionB i.n AO \.fHITE lUld 

maintains reaction forces at positions A, B '~ nd B1ackhorse Base ~. 

Group)., 

b. Fires: 

(1) Artiller:v forces employed during Operation V/.LDOSTA were: 

(0.) HOW Battery, 1st Squn.dron, 11th .Annored CaV!'Ilrv Regiment 

(b) HOW Battery, 3rd Soundron, 11th Armored Co.vf'lry Regiment 

(c) B Bo.tterv, 7th Batt.a1ion~ 9th Artillery (54th Artillery 

(2) Types of' m.tssions fired dur~ ng the operAtion: 

(a) Observer ndjusted missions 

(b) Ho.rra.ssing and Interd:l.ct1ng fires 

(0) NaVigational Md mnrldng fires 
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Cd) Reoonnd.ssance~, fire. 

(3) Opwntlon Vlt.LDOOTA VEta highly suaesatul in deere"aing t.h~ 

number of Dd.ninp and :lnaidenta f:lgsinst. civiliCl.IlI during the elect.ion period 

of 1-6 September 1967. The Artillery supT'lorted Fe 11 t.h Armored Ct\vt:llrv Regiment 

maneuver elements 0.& well as providtng fires on call to AR1nY troo""s I'nd RF /PF 

putposts. 

- (4) No new fire support eaulT"'JDent or techni('lues "rare emploved 

during Operation VALDOSTA. 

o. Air Support: '!be Air Force T~ct1c"'l .Air Control Pn.rt~r (TACP) pick­

ed up Operation VALDOSTA with n minimum of add! ti~n1 sorties. The TACP oper­

ated from the ~ae Ccmp providing cover for Oper~tion KITTYHAWK as well as VAl­

DOSTA.Visual- Reoonnaiesrulce during the opert-.tion WIlS very successful 1.n det­

ecting rand blocks and blo1-1l bridges. Although other sorti~s 'were flown during 

this period, only those in support of V1U.nOSTIl are show In t.his report. 

(1) Total 0-1 sorties - 17 (38:10 hours) 

(n) Forward Air Control - 7 (22: 50 hours) 

(b) Visual Recnnntlissonoe - 10 (15 :20 hours) 

(2) ,Fighter/Bombor support: 

(a.) Total strike aircraft missions - 6 

(b) Tot~ strike ~ircr,1ft sorties - 10 

(c) Im'1ledin.te mi.ssions - 1 (4 sorties) 

(d) ?replanned missions - 5 (6 sorties) 

(3) Size "md oo~~i tion of forces: 

(a) Immediate missions ~ flights 

3 A-37 6 Mk 117 / 6 LAU-3 / 1.9 !.AU 59 

2 F-1oo 4 Mk 82 / 4750# Nap 

2 F-4C 6 r1k 82 / 1+ 750# Nap / 1600 rounds 20mm 

2 F-loo 4. ~~ 82 / 4 750# Nnp 

(b) Preplanned .missions - qy flight: 

3 A-37 12 ~-nt 82 / 1800 rounds 7. 62mm 

, A-37 12 ~1k 82 

.3 A-37 12 t-lk 82 

3 F-loo 4 Mk 117 / 4 750# Nap 

3 A-37 6 Mk 81 / 4 jI-1k 82 . 
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(4) Fmployment!\nd results: .'\11 missions were flow ng~1nst reg­

imental. IlSsigned targets, ex.ept the immed1a.te, which were requested b:y the 

3rd Squadron. 

1967. ' Troop A and Howitzer BattE'.rv, 1st Squadron, moved to "nd secured FSPB 

ANNE (YT372S) (See Annex A, Opero.tionol Overh,y). Troop B 8ecuredFSPB TAMt1Y 

(vicinity YT541l), Troop C oontinued to secure GIA RAY Rock Quarry,. while Com­

pmly" D moved to nnd secured FSPB ECHO (YT4.30S). Positions were m,.,tnt~ined on 

.3 September,' a.nd on 4 September, Troop A continued to secure FSPS ANNE, Troop 

B took over security of GIA MY Rock Quarry, while Troop C beo"me OPCON to 3rei 

Squadron, conducting seo.rch and destro~r o~er~.tions in AO PANTHER. Compmty D 

secured FSPB SARAH CIT43830.3). 

These Post tiona were maintained until 6 September 1967, When Troop A, while 

continuing to secure FSP! ANNE (YT)72S), also secured work parties along route 

-----------_.--------------- .. _- _. - -. ---
1 The bomb dOlDll.ge assessment. could h!'.ve been better hod grolUld forces moved 

through the area. immediately after thestr:i.kes, though this VllS not t)Oss1ble 

in c.11 cases~ 
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20. Troop B oontluueQ to secure Gia Ray Rock ~rry. ~m~.y I eent1aued it 

secure FSPB SARAH (r.r43.30) and continued to secure ena:tneer \.York 1'\lII.rtlt. along 

route 20. Work 'Was 50% oompleted at YT431312, york 7S'J, oOlllplet.ed at Y'l'478.3L.2. 

Company' D provided rapid reaction forces alq National Highway 1, escorting 

Company A, 86th En,iDeer gravel convoys from long Dinh to FSPB ANNE and 

PSPB SARAH and retU1"!ling convoys to long Binh. At 0955 h"'urs, .3 STTlBll roo.d 

blocks (vicinity rrS38357) were removed by the reaction force. 

b. 3rd Squadron. During the period Operation Vla.DOSTA WElS oonducted 

(1-6 Spetember) the 3rd Squadron also conducted &S8 C,.mtl Securi W, Cnnv0Y' 

Escort, Operation KITTml\.\1K and :lni t1llted Operation EI{PORIA IV. 

or p!lrtioulD.1' interest dur1 ng t.he oner"tif"n 11'\8 the successful security 

and assistance provided in the area SUITotUlding the village ad CAJ:f r.fY (YS.4692). 

l.s ec.rly as two months prior to the dnte of t.he elections, the villf'.ge chief 

had requested the requested the squadron I s assistance ,..nd provided detE'.:Ued 

informntion concerning polling places, routes to be psed ~ people ente~ing 

the villnge to vote from outlying hamlets, current ~nd expected Viet Cong 

acti vi ty to include areas :i.n whi ch he ~.nd the Rure.l Forces C"mp~ny Com' ander 

felt the Viet Cong could possibly interdict or harrass the vot~rs. Through 

detailed coordination the squadron was able to .posi tion ~.::).bush po.trols in lo­

cations most likely to be used by the Viet Cong nt night. As a result of th"i.s 

preparation there were no Viet Cong ini tinted incidents or e.cts to harrnss or 

intimidate the people during the election period. Th;.s, coupled \lith -Ihe long 

term friendship, assistance nnd good relations the squadron hns'!1.int..-u.ned "r.1. th 

the village 'nd its surrounding h"mlet.s is felt to h·'l.ve sj.gnific!':'ntly contrib­

uted to the very high (ne7'rly 100%)' turn out of eligible voters. This percent­

age. wa.s the highest registered b~r ~ny viIb.ge in the Province. 

&trly ! n the operation severru. Viet Cong hns~y roa.d blocks "nd propa.g:>nda 

displaY'S were loc:).ted 8...1').d removed. These were positioned ru.ong Nntion~l High­

way 1 ;.n the Hung NhgiCl (YTJ009) area. Nld !'tlong Highw£1.V 2 ln the Thoi Gaio . 

area. (YT4402). They were removed without inCident, \lith the exception ot one 

presoure relec.se boobJr trap which exploded :'Jld injured Cl senior NCO "rhen he re­

moved a small log whioh was part of a rond block • 

. ~ culvert in the vicinity of Hung Nbgin (YTel8094) w"s destroyed ~J the 

Viet Cong in an effort to disrupt traffic along Nation~l Highwny 1 
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elaction period. The squadron provided security for 0 Vie~~~ese civil work 

porty"nd lllter for engineer rend pa.rtiIes rep..uring the d~nge. Some d:f.fficulty 

arose in controllinl civill-m traffio ",hioh Ilt one time Wl'!.S br.tcked up for sev .. 

eral kilometers i n both directions. Initial requests for Na.tionC'.1 Police /lS .. 

sistnnce failed to produce results. The l1ssistanceof Nlltion~ Police circumven­

ted most of the trcl'flc problems which r.rose •. 

On 3 Sept~ber elements of Troop K on n searoh Dnd destroy mission four 

kilometers south of the villllge of Hung Ngia. (YT,3009) made cont .. ct with n group 

of Viet Cong who ~ from a dweJ~ing loc~ted in a cultivated field. Two were 

killed and ~though the remainder of the group fled into the .1UD@'le they left 

beJUnd 0. lo,rge cache of food, eQuiTl1ll9nt, medico.! SUppli es ... nd an extremely 

signifIcant set of finance :tnd supply records. The recorda 1.ncluded full tax 

I collections records on Viet Cong tnxes .:Uong Nation,"l High"'~y 1, lists of Viet 

Cong sympathizers in the ,').l"e~ :md other i.n1'om,.,tion of signi.flc~nt v"'lue. The 

mnjo;- ca.ches and living qu..'lrters were locat"'·d in on open cultIvCI.ted !'Iran. r'lnd 

would ha.ve been indistinguished from innocent c:t vili~n structures h.nd t.he Viet 

Cong not pcmick'ed· .-md run with their wec.pons when the platoon a~ched~ 'The 

following da.y Troop K returned to the s"me gener. 1 ~.ren to se.1rch the edge, of 

the jungle for addi tionru. inst:Q1C\tions. At ~ location approx.1.mntely 209 meters 

from the previous days encounter the troop was engoged bv r force esUm~ted to 

be in excess of forty men. It is significtmt to note thn.t np'I"llI'ently the Viet 

Cong were in the r.rocesa of constructing tl. new base c'~mp nre~ ne".r the su'O'~ly 

and finance instnllation. Severn.l ~ddi tion~~ storas of food md blmkerswere 

10 entad on this Md the following da.ys. 

During the encounter one ACAV tom.B hit bv ~"ll RPG-2 rocket, killing one m:m 

~md vounding another. 'The Troop Commander m:m\levered his troop 5.nto posi ti()n 

to cover the entire woodline v1 th . /lutom"tic \Tenpons "nd ccnister fire. Heli­

copter Light Fire Teams pIeced fire on arens fram which the Viet Cong fire WllS 

coming n-Tld fi va air strikes by Air Force F-IOO fighters hit the jungle conce!'ll ... 

L~g the Viet Cong positions. Troop C (which bec~me OPCON on 040001H September) 

was comi tteg to support Troop K. Results of the encounter were 8 Viet Cnng 

KIA (BC) and 5 KIA (POSS) • No estimC'.te wns possible of further Viet Cong C68-

unlties. The following mcrniI\~ t.ho 4th Bc.tttl.l.lon, ,9th InfFlntry a~. r ltmded vic-

ini ty YT)103 to cut off the Viet Cong force. Troop K estnblished Il block ~=~=; 
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north. ·Troop C continued the se~rch of t.he nren of cont.".ct ~nQ. b~r afternoon the 

1st Ba.ttal1on. 43rd ARVN Regiment wns com"ii tted to establish b100king pOli tions 

vioini V m606. The aetll"Oh opertltlon loc:".ted throe add! tion"'''! bl".se o"'mp !ll'O.".S 

but lr.\.S unsuocessful in rag'lining cont.'lct. with the Viet· Gong force which hnd 

npPQrsnt1y slipned away the night before. 

In thj.s r.-.ction tha requirement for i~:lediQte oommi t tment of auff'icient 

forces to augment the foroe in oonta.ct wa.s ·:".gl\ln ""'ointed out... G:1 van 'l. few 

hours tmder tho cover of dnrlme~s the ViHt Cong .will invt1rl!1b1y move nWfI_y from 

the nrEI!l of conttlot IUld mnke good M.s escapt. Conmd t ting forces t·he follo,w1ng 

dny seldam produces signitlOllllt results. 

Captured gr1.in ws distributed to the vil1:J.ge vicin.i. ty YT2610 ion order to 

assist the vUI".gers nnd to publicile the victory over the local Viet Cong. 

The vil1~es h.we on previous occasions provided gc;lod intelligenoe infoI'lllC'.tion 

to the squadron. It is hoped th:"l.t. the successful operr.tionson VALDOSTA will 

incre2se the flow of inform!ltion. 

Signiflcnnt~so in the conduct of this operation was the intelligence pre­

viously co1leoted which indic .... ted that the Hung Ng1n, '!hoi Gio.o· ~d Slone · 30 

nreo.s were active with locllized Viet Cong :lctivity ~.nd should hr1.ve been t~gets 

for incrensed oollection efforts ~d oper~tions during the period, Additionil 

~mphasis should be pl.').ced O!1 developing intelligence (I.bout suspect /:I.renos, Quick 

reaction by forces to exploit the intelligence obt!linod is of the utmost impor-

t:mce. 

4th Bo.tto.1ion, 39th Inf~try (-). The 4th Br.l.ttollon, 39th In£~try becr-me 

OPCON to the 11th Armored Ca.v'1lry Regiment on 050655H Sel'tember, uron as.nul t 

of LZ2.3. 

On 5 Septemter, 1967, the 4th B~tto.lion, 39th Infantry com 'onced cdrmobile 

o.ssaul t fromPZ. to LZ 2.3 itaini ty YT.308028 at 0655H. CoJn.n~I.DY A w~.s rtirlifted 

from PZ North, vicinity YS10989'7 to LZ23. Comp:my C "'~s ~irlifted from PZ, vic­

inity Y3110830 (FSPB RED) to LZ 23. Reeon Platoon W1ls-ir1ifted from PZ No:rth 

to LZ 23, upon lo.nding .:'.t tho LZ bec~me r.ttached to Company C. He"'dou~ters 

-e 
end He:tdquarters Company (-) was '\i.rlifted from PZ North to LZ vicinity YT28210.3, 

where thGy rem1.ined until completion of the operation. At 1305H Camp~n:r A re­

ported finding 0. Viet Cong btl.se cnI!lp YT288037. The oomplex consisted of 16 

bunkers (3' wide by 4' long wi th overhe~d cover), 10 huts (d. th straw 
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dued oomouflage ), it Wr.lS Ilbo~t tvo to t our du.ye old. Arti l lery "'''''8 ~a1led '-ne! 

a. sweep of the C\.rf)T.1. proved thc.t they destroyed 50% ot the area, . At 131511, Cem.· 

P!ll17 A found two well used tro.1ls moving Et'lst to West Qlld South est toH. thasst, 

the l~tJ er hD.v1ng f ootprints (Y'l'298040) on the trllil. A search or the a.re4 

ws made with neg~tive results. T'1e elements moved into objective Dodp Md . 

rendelVoused with Company A (vioinity tT284062) and Camplny C (vioin1ty YT29106P, 

each compa.n;y h:ld a tightprlmeter and f our LZt:s. The Artillery fired hD1Tf1,I'" . . . 

ment and interdiction (B&I) on the Viet Cong bOose crunp (1M t he trills which we~ 

round by' 39th Infnntr;y ~ts earlier. 

Clrl 6 September 1967, o.t 0730H,ccmpnnys A f.I1ld 0 began to mo \e floom the r 
. . 

Ramoin Over Night (RON)' pod.t1ona. At 0750H Company C f Ol!lld 12 bunkers in ~. lln-

80r fa.shion from East to West (~05062), All were destroyed. At 08 OR C0m-

pany A f ound whD.t ap~ored to be 0. lllY'over stn.tion (vioinity m840(9) v.lth S' 

freshly dug gl"aves. The graves were ' open ond nothing ws in them. At0C)20H Com­

pany A hit ~ Viet Cong boobytrap vicinity YT285065 resulting in 1 KHA ~nd 2 WHAls. 

Interrog~tion of WlL\ revealed they were wnlking on a. well used tr~i1 running 

north, they we-e just a.bout to cross (I_ BIn1.11 strerun ",hen t.he explosion \lent 

off. Dust off wt'.S completed at 1020H. The KHA \las evacua.ted by ~ medevo.o 

at 1200H vicinity I'1'296066. At 1215H Company A found . a. Viet Cong b~se o~mp 

(vicinity YT290062).Complax consisted of 18 bunkers with overhe~d oove~, 5 

huts, 9 trenohes.(2' deep) lending from bunker to bunker, two firep1nces, a 

trail going through the ndadle of tr..e o~ :md 0. strerull at the South end of the 

COIlp. At 1200H the Bnt'rolion (-) was :rl.rlirted to i:.z North, ",nd w~s re1en.sed 

from OPCON to 11th ~'l.:moredCllvru.ry Regim.ent. 

ll. (0) RESULTS: 

a., Friendly Losses: 

(1) Personnel: 

~ 

5 

(2) Equipment.:ll. : One OH-23 w~s slightly dnnaged during the oper-

o.tion. 

b. Enemy Losses: 

Personnel: The . regiment roported 10 Vfet Oong KIA (00), 5 Viet 

Cong KIA (POSS), Equipmentnl losses in ~9 : 1 bolt action rifle f . ,.. 
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or ~ 50 f8W1d • .r pemuts, 1~ J)Ounds of! ~. * elUl'teMl8, 2 _t. Wi!s· tdth 

euapendera 4tt~ohN, 2f\(J poundfl 1'1 .. , !: poUd' m,dI 1'I"Uu, t.ta4 a ~ p6Und 

shaped .-hD.rp wre eGpturecl. 27 ~ I1R4 U tt Wft d.l~tr 

12. ADMIl!ISTMTIVE t:1ATmif 

0.. Logist:tte: 

(1) Resupn171 

(0.) Method or Oper,:lticn. hrine Opezontion VALDOSTA, the 

units ,,' M~ rooe1-Ted logietic~l BU~ b01l the sup,..1y r'" sUtties or 

Base Comp provided 01 .... I, II, III CUld IV ~ly 'nd direct u:lllteanoe $Up­

port. The 3Jd Ordnol1e8 Bat~on at Long 8'." PI'O'dded Class V re~l':f The 

majority or the resupply dUl'ing t~e oper:ltion was performed by Vheel .... Mo1e 

convoy. 1lleI!Je resuppl3"cODvoyII . "rare BU"'f.\l~a by CH-4? ' nir ' s~rties;. The 

1mi t trains remo.ined in thebns& comp~ 

(b ) Consump,t1on dt'..t ;,,: 
. ' 

1 eltl,ss I! 765 Caa8s 

% ~Class III: 14,500gillmls . 

. . J. .. Class V: 172,935 '~ 

(2) Maintenance: The ~.51st Light ~Ilteaonce Comp"'n.,nro~ded 
., ' '. . . . 

direct m:dnten..,nce 8upt'ort. Mnintentinoe dZlt.t te~ 'vere o.vOJ.14ble t6. the 

sqUlldrons ruld were ol!lployed on "'n "oti o~ll It 00.,-1&. . ;DlVing the o:p~~tion the 

following "ehic1e~ were deo.d1ined: 

(a) , 'T~, M48A3...; 3 eaoh 

i(b) AOA V, ~nlJ & Ml.l3Al ... -5 each 

(0 )'VTR, '}.f88 -- 3 each 

(d) F1c.TJlethrover, NlJ21J. ... 4 ench 

(e) Horlar Carrier, HI06 ... _2 each 

(f) Recovery Vehi<)le, M57~':- 2 .. e~oh 

(3) Trr.'-llsportntion: The mll.j oli ty of , the t.r~sport'''.tion utilized 

for transporting supplies during this perio~ wete ''Wheel vehicle o()nvo~tt. ll. total 

of 12 Chinook CH~4? air resupply sorties 'were used .; n o.ddi tion to the ground con .. 

voys. There 'Were no transportation problems ' encountered during the ' entire oper­

ation. 
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(4) Servides: The normul servioes ~voilnble t.o t.he unit.s of the 

regiment at the b~se ortmp, i.e., laundry ~nd w-:ter nOint, were ~vri1n.b1e for use 

~ the units nt the field loc~tlon. This wns possible ·due to proY.tmit,y of the 

fiel d l ooations to the base cnlnp .. 

(5) Friendly LoSS9S: No we~pons or vehicles were re~orted CLS CL 

oombat loss during this opor~tion. 

(6) Speoio.l Equipment and Techniques: Operntion VALDOSTb., ws 

conduoted in oonjUnction 'With Operation KITTYHAWK whioh is 'Ul everyd~Y' require­

ment and therefor 1'equired no special techniques or equipmdnt to be amp10yed to 

ndequa.tely support t.he un! ts involved. 

b. Signal Activities: 

(1) Administr~.ti ve plMS for connnunications were limited prior to 

Opero.t.1on VAlDOSTA o.S the necessary rndio oontnct ~nd sole user t."lephone cir- '" 

cui ts were ~.1reo.dy operationo.l. No spaoial procedures or actions wero required 

for the oporation, ~s comun!cntions f~cilities in use were ouite ndequnto to 

support the regiment and ARVN foroes. 

(2) Normal com'\un!cations to the 9th Infantry Division were m".in-

t~~ned, for adcitionnl communic~tions. 

(3) As the regi ~ent was not loc'.'.ted in the fiold, no requirements 

existed for additional cornmunio~tion6. 

(4) No specicl equipnont or techniques were used. 

(5) The norm:l1 telephone "'nd tcletypewri tar circuits were "'l~­

t :"'.ined. The R'1.diotolephone nets, o.s outlined in the curt"ent 11th Arnored Cr'.v­

a1ry Regiment SOl were m~ntoined. No special circuits or nets were estnblished. 

(6) No lessons le~xned were encountered in the communic~tion8 field' 

during Operation VALDOSTA. 

c. Personnel Services. 

(1) During this period, nomo.l ""ersonnel services were ,performed 

for the Blnckhorse Troopers. Five ohaplains oonduoted n total of 26 religious 

services at unit chr.pels, the hospitnl, 'md in the field. Post spec~ nl services 

ran 6-7 !!lovies ea.oh evening, with :l totd dnily ~ud1ence of 800 men. On 6 

September, special services ~,lso sponsored a USO show, featuring Nildo. TeITo.ce, 

for nbout 300 !!len. 

(2) The post exchmge took in receipts totalling $68, 'U.L.." . .... _!!!!!!~ 
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heavie.t volumo sc1es consistod of beverc~es ~nd food. Electronics equipment 

accounted for the hieh dollar sales. On 1 Sapte!:lber t.he Red Cross girls regult\r 

visit to Xuan Loc v~s cancelled due to the election. Instend, they c~r'ied nut 

their daily clul:mobile schedule - visiting units, serving kool-aide, etc. 

(3 ) There were no prisoners of wnt' C .,.ptured during the tleriod in 

question. However, one civilian defendent, who hl"d been apnrehonded ,rith ~. cross­

bow on 26 August Wf,l.S detcl.ned by the ~IP's from tht:'.t d . .,.te until 9 SeT't.eI!lber. 

(4) A total of 8 men have been rec~n ended for Bronze Strrs for. 

action performed during the reporting reriod. Three of the 8 were posthumous. 

13. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT & ,TECHNIQUES: 

a. No chem1cnl activity was conducted during this period. 

b. Civic ActionjPsyops Act~vities: 

(1) No leo.f'lets were drop"8d. 

(2) Voting Stntistics: 

~ YRW Pe;tQgn:t·-;gfl 

Xuan Loc 28,874 81% 

Kiem Tan 15~880 88% 

Dien QlUlll 7,089 96% 

Tottll 51,847 84.6% 

(3) Total hours of Aerial loudsperJ.ker ti.me: :2 h!"lurs, In minutes. 

(4) It is difficult to 'lccurately esti'''1.o.te the irlpact t.he neri~ 

loudspeaker missions had in relation to the rercenta.ge who voted, however, note 

that the percenteees ~re lower in Xu~ Loc, the most secure ~re~. 

14. (C) COHHANDEHS ANALYSIS: From the viev1point of the 11th l.rmored Cav-

['I~ry Regiment, Oper!l.tion VALDOSTil., phnse I, \r.S ~. highly successful 'LTld well , 
coordinated oper:ltion. Working closoly with the llRVN forces loco-ted in the long 

Khanh PrOVince, the 11th Artlored Cav~ o~erated more than a dozen different 

securi ty positions, as well o.S D.ssuming fire su""'",ort ~nd ~iller:'r control for · 

the operl.tion. Signific::mt were the cOIJbined operr'.t~ons of coordination !U1d 00-

operation with the 18th Di'Vision (ARVN) in the TAO!. 

During this period of operation, t~e 11 th C"v::~lry oT'erf'.t:"Q fire sup ..... ort 

bases, rapid reaction forces, co~ducted ro~d seCurity, ~nd ~pernted several 

~ platoon sized convoy escorts ~d soourity ' forces inside the TAOR/TAOI. 
. , 

These operational efforts contriouted grant1y to denying the Vie tCo~~:===: 

·opportuni t)" to hnrass nnd interdiot the Natiorull ~nd ' InterprOvinoial lQt~ 

. 
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in the Long Khanh Provinco. During the National Elections, held o~ 3 September 

and 22 October, 1967, there w~s a record turnout of voters, to vit, 84% on the 

3 September election, I:l.nd 78% on the 22 October election. As ~ whole, for the 

reasons l i sted a.bove, and from the intelligence ga.thered during this o'l:'ler .. t1on, 

VALDOSTA must go down as an unqu:uif~ed success in the records of the II th Arm­

ored Cavalry Regiment. 

15. (C) LESSONS LEt\RNED: 

a. na: Followup operations. 

Discussion: Returning to a..?l area. t'!. second time niter tln hour, a 

day, or several weeks mo.y be very producti va sinoe the Viet Cnng :I.n severc.l 

ca.ses ha.ve reentered the orea. shortlyntter US troo~s dep~rted. Artillery fires 

end a st:J.y behind pa.trol are ~terno.tive taotics. 

Obsermtion: Conduct reentry operrttions whenever possible in Viet 

Cong suspected areas, where mini.t1\.Ull or neg:1tive contact has t~en place. 

b. ~: Action upon encountering trl.nes. 

Discussion: When mines ~re encountered ,~wI1Ys sweep the entire 

area. for additional mines. Experience ha.s shown thnt in most cases, where there 

is one mine, others will be rositioned near by. 

Obsemtion: Never" 110\{ personnel to group together in the im­

mediate vicinity where there hn.s boen :t m.ne detonation, nor o.SSU:TTe .~y oren 

to be sa.fe without rrior checking. 

c. ~: Actions tnken :J.n case of booby trope. 

DiscussiQn: The ronjori ty of Viet C<mg ro~d blocks encountered are 

of h~sty construction, uBu~l1y small h~d carried brush ~~d trees ~1"ced ncross 

the road. While the n:"l.jority of these '"I re not mined or booby trap'"'ed, injury 

hns been caused by the Mining of these obstacles. 

ObservAtion: All ro:td blocks must be treated ns though ~ined nnd/ 

or booby tra.pped , nd cleared w·th grQ.p~ling hooks or explosives used to cle~r 

them. Under no circumst'-nces should they be cleared btr h:md. 

d. ~: CC'.ptured Viet Cong Grl.ins. 

DiscussioQ: Rioe mld other food gr".; ns cnptured from Viet Cf.'Ing 

depots were tnken into the Inrgest ne~by friendly vill~ge ~nd distributed UDder 

the direction of the village chief. This was particularly successfUl during the 

operation when groin wns delivered to the village vicinity YT26l0. 
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has previously provided subst~tinl intelligence informction to nenbers of the 

squadron end the reaction to the squ~dronlB successwns excellent. 

Obseryg.tion I Providing c:'ptured rice ~d other food stuffs to the 

villnges th!1t have proven friendly ~nd provided assis~"nce is m effecti va "'lenna 

for maintaining good rel~tions and exploiting success. 

e. ~: Loc~,tion of established contact. 

Discussion: Rapid reaction in rroviding sufficient fo~es to exploit 

or oontain an esto~lished Viet Cong contact is essential. A few hours delay, 

po.rtioul.arly overnight will ~Jnost ~.lwa.y'8 insure thnt the Viet Cong "re sucoeeiS­

tul '. in their n.ttempts to wi. thdraw fran the point of cont.."l.ct ~nd T"I/'Ike good their 

escape. 

f)bseryation: All attempts should be l'1n.de to quickly nnd effect-

ively introduce aclditional forces into·J..'l oxen. of estctblished contnct to prevent 

the Viet Cong from v1thdrawi.ne or esca.ping. 

f. ~: Follow up ~nd utilization of intelligence. 

Discussion: In many inst~ces intelligence indicators have not 

been aggressively pursued to follow ur le~ds or deterDine their v~lidity. In 

other cases the intelligen 00 wa.s availa.ble but not ~'.cted upon. Addi tion.:tlly 

intelligence that is' collected over ~ long period of time must be cor~elated 

to fo~ proper conclusions. 

Obseryntions: Intelligence must be aggressively pursued, correlated 

over o. period of time, '~nd a.cted UPOl1. 
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Amlex B to Operation V~lLDOSTA 

Operation VALDOST~l. II was executed' "rj, th the s '~rn.o nission "nd purpose n./S 

WlLDOSTA I, but with the following changes: 

n. One Troop of the 2nd Squ~dron, 11th lUnnored Cnv~lry Regi~ent, pro­

vided the b~se crump reaction force, with 1st ~nd 3rd SqtL~rons on Operntions 

in the TAOI. 

b. Howitzer &ttery, 2nd Squ:"dron, rrovided fire sur..-ort for t.he 1st 

and 3rd Squ~.drons while they were eng .... ged on o,..erntion VALDOSTA II. 

OP~\TION VALDOSTA II 

1. REFERENCES : OPORD 17-67, OPORD 23-67. 

2. N ME AND m E OR OPERATION: Oper1.tion V:i.LDOST.A VALDOSTA II, conducted 

as a search ~d destroy and route security in the Long Khanh Province during the 

Vietnanese National Election of 22 October 1967. 

3. D..\TES OF OPERiI.TION: Vlu..DOSTI4 II ",·~ s conducted from 21 - 23 October 

1967. 

4. LOCATION: Long Khanh Province. 

5. CONTROL )IEt-.DQUARTE!!£ : 11th ~lrmored C",wllry Regiment .. 

6. through 8. Reference V!-. .I.DOST.l . 

9. (c) HISSIOr{: The 11th ll.rmored Ca.vn~ry Regi'-wnt continues Oper~tion 

KITTYHAl.JK, secures B1ackhorse Ba.se Camp, c<"ntrols logistiocl convoys between 

Bb.ckhorse nne. long Binh, rrovides security forces for Gia Ray Rock Qun.rry ~nd 

conducts Operation VALDOSTA by positioning re~ction forces "nd c0nducting search 

and destroy operations in Blackhorse T~OR/TAOI. 

10. (C) EXZCUTION: 

0.. 1st Squadron: Initiated Operntion VALDOSTA lIon 2lnnOlH October 

1967. Troop A moved at 08S0H into AO SN.l'l.PPER (See inclosure 1, Opert'tions Over­

lay), closed vicinity Y'I'326009 at 1116H :md conducted se:?rch -,nd destroy orer-

o.tions in the Area of Orar~tions. Troor B moved 2t 0845H, closed vicinity yS-

449909 :-.t 09.39H, ffi1d conducted s9:.'.rch ':'l1d destroy o-rer:"!.tions in .'\.0 BASS. Troop 

C noved at 0908H, colsed YT4.32041 nt 1l14H. Comp~y D mcved at 0900H, closed 

vioini ty YS390996 c.t 1040H ','nd conducted seo.rch ..,nd destroy o'".ero.tions in AO 

SNAPPER. At l520H, Troop B found 1 bunker :md 12 fomoles viCinity YS463858. 

RON posl tiona were Troop Ii ::l.t YT,326009, Troor B o.t YS449909, Troo,,- C ~t Y.T43.2041.~ 

Comp:uly D at YS390996, while the COI:llIl...'1lld post rernlJ.i.ned nt Bb.ckhorse Hov1:tJ:1~=~~~ 
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Battery, DS .3rd SqUlldron, vicinity YT398161. On 22 September, the 1st Sauadron 

continued Operation Vl\.LDOST:~ II without signific!lllt c~mto.ct. 'l\ro rb.toons of 

Troop C moved to 1.0 PIKE ct 0553H, conducting search "nd destroy operations in 

AO PIKE. The squadron maint(l.ined their RON posi tiona. 

At 2.31600H October 1967, Opero..t.ion VALDOSTA II vns term1n~tedby the 1st 

Squadron, with negative contact. 

b. 2nd Squadron. Howitzer Bt1tterv moved from Long Binh to Bl-ckhorse, 

closed with the rose camp a.t 10l6H. Troop G provided D. rapid reaction force from 

the bCl.se c::unp, while HOW lxlttery sup"'orted 1st SqUlldron trOll B1 'l.ckhorse B"se Camp. 

On 22 Ootober, the 2nd Squodron (.) continued to conduct rl~intant)nce "'nd training 

in rrep~tion for future operations. Troop G continued to provide r~pid reaction 

force, vhile HOW Bnttery continued to 1"rovide fire 8Up-'ort frOTll the base camp. 

c. 3rd Squadron. z..loved out on oper'ltion VALDOSTA 2() October, vi th one 

troop :md HOVJ B,·ttery moving to set up .J. fire SUT'''ort "nd p"trol b~se, RUBY. On 

21 October, positions vere I:l~int1ined, Wi. th I Troor conducting soarch ~l1d destroy 

oper~tions in ..i.0 SHARK. Troo'!" K departed Bb.ckhorse nt 0757H,~nd closed vicin­

i ty YT3.37062 ~t ll28H,-md conducted se~rch M.no. destroy orer"tions in AO OYSTER. 
~ 

At 1650H, vicinity YT3.351.34, Comrany c".ptured 1100 pounds rice. At l6t1nH, vic-

inity YT358287, Troor I found a. VC base c~r of arrroxim~tely 200 bunkers, ~d 

com enced destruction of btlso Cr-DP, ~so c~pturlng 1 pound medicine. On 22 Oct­

ober, Troo .... I received ". burst of am~l a.ms fire w· th negl"tive casu"ltles, -md 

no VC killed. The any before, Troo~ I found 5 gr".ves, vicinity YT358287, 2 of 

which contained nevly dencl VC. On 2.3 October, 3rd Squadron terminated Operation, 

with negative further results. 

11. Through 13: Referenoe Orero.tion VALDOSTA I. 

14. COl.fHANDERS ANf..LYSIS: Orer.,tion Vn.DOSTL II vns affective. Vot1.ng per ... 

centnges for the three Iilain polling 1'1 "lces were hlgh, with "n overall C'.verf'ge of 

77.7%. VALDOSTA II was nore effective th~ V~LDOSTA I due to eYperience g~ined 

during the latter. In nc.di tion, t.he return of the 2nd Squadron and the new T'ler-

imeter security plan enabled the 11th Cnvnlry to deploy two entire squadrons in 

VliLDOSTA II. This had not been possible on VALDOSTA I due to the base Cru!1p se­

curity requirement. The additional troors that were deployed enabled the roll-

ing routes to be thoroughly secured I"nn o.llowe~ for more effective reaction 

forces. 
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