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1. ~r,y of Years Activities. 

During 1967 the "Thunder" ot Blackhorse Regiment. spread their fire 
power and brought death and tear to the Viet Cong throughout the III 
CorpS tactical zone. The tire support of the ThWlderhorse was felt 
fran Tay Ninh t.o Nul Dat. Continually the Air Cavalry Troop showed 
the t.rue spirit of mobility tor the entire Blackhorse Regiment from 
I~y Tao to the Cambodian border. Although their support. was required 
over an extended area. of operation, the required combat helicopters 
were always availabl~ throughout the year. 

2. Brenkdown of I'Ionthly ..activities. 

The last aviation element (Air Cavalry Troon) organic to the 11th 
Armored Cavalr,y Regiment arrived In the Republic of Vietnam 1n December 
1966. In January all of its equipment arrived by ship and was off 
loaded at V.uug Tau. During iH1e monttt of JamApY l'l"ep.lanhed aod imme­
diate missions were preformed on a daily basis. Preplanned missions 
included convoy escort and reconn~ssance of sus~ected cne~ locations. 
Immediate type missions included escort of Dust Off nircraft and on­
eall supporting fire provided to combat units. The basic fighting 
force was th~ Light Fire Team, consisting of two UH-1C arme~ helicop­
ters. During January tha UH-1D's of Air Cavalry Troop were used exten­
sively in the drorping of leaflots and letters during the 1967 'fet 
season. 

b. During the month of Febuary the Air Cavalry Troop pc'lrticip:lted 
" in Operation Junction City I. vJhile being its first major operation, 

the Air Cavalry Troop made it knoWn it was here to stay, 

c. The: first part of l"'iarch found Air Troop still engaged in inten­
sive support of the Regiment in Operation Junction Citv. During this 
operation, the Troop provided close air suoport, reconnaissance, convoy 
cover, immedi.J.te rea.ction forc~_ taatical r88upplv, medical ~vacuation, 
command and control, and chemical warfaremisGions. In one action a . 
counter ambush, the Troop gunships fir6d on enemy locations with a 
resulting 3 VC KIA. The Troop returned from Oper~tion Junction City 
on 16 March. ~21st of ~Qrch the 2nd 3nd 3rd Platoons ward placbd 
in diract support of the 2nd and 1 st Squadrons respectively, while 
the 1 st Platoon remained in support of Blackhorsl:l Base Camp. In 
harch thd Troop deactivated the Aero Rifle Platoon and activated the 
Long R.:lnge Reconnaissance Patrol Platoon. During the first month the 
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11m? activities consisted of intensive tr.-lining and outfitting. The 
tRRPts were activated to provide a rendy source of itelligence in 
selected target ar~s. 

d. The begining of April 1967 saw the movement of the 1st and 3rd 
Platoons to Lia Khe in supoort of the Regimental effort on Operation 
Junction City II. The 'froop (-) was used in ~ inmedi-?te reaction 
force and convoy cover rol~ . On 22 April the Troop (-) with 2nd Pla­
toon forward and the 1 at Platoon serving the Dase Camp, bogan supuort 
of Regimental operations in Operation Manba.ttrm. Shortly after the 
beginning of the operation the base crunp security mission was trnnslered 
to D Troop 3/5 C~valr,y. For the first time in combat the entire Air 
Cavalr,y Troop was in the battldfield with the Regiment. April n19~ 
brought the first large mortnr attllck on Blackhors.J Base Camp. On the 
night of 3 flprU same 158 rounds of 60na:l and 82mm morta rs fell en 
and around the :rl.rtield pRrking rrunp. One aircraft wa.s d!l.~ged beyond 
in-countr,y repair and two others sustained minor dru.'l<lge. ()P~rlltion 
Junoticn City II ~nd ~~attan sa.w the first e~loyment cf the Air 

Cavalr,y Troop1s Long Range Ueconnaiss2nce P~trol. The Long ~~ge 
Reconnaissance Patrol was inserted into the t arget areas on ti}e.ch op~r­
ation. Excellt:mt and timely intolligence of enemy positions \OT115 ob­
tained on both missions. On 15 Arril i-1a.jor Frank N. : BloOl,l, Inf"ntrv, 
the Air Cavalry Troop Operations Officer, dep:uted for corms and was 
replaced by ~~jor William T. McElrath, Infantry. 

e. During the first weeks of 1<1[!.~r the Troop (-) eontinued Op(;r­
ation ~anhattan. On 1J lfuy 1967 the Trocp (-) returned to Blnckhorse 
base camp. Th~ First Platocn disple..ced to Fhu Loi tG nid in se'?rch 
and clear oper.:\ticns north cf Ten Uyen. This ~Grtlticn tenll.n~ted 
on 27 I1ay and the First Platoon r eturned to Blnckhorse Bnsa Cll:.'lp. 
}my saw the introducticn of E~gl~ Flights r1i5sion employed by th0 Lcng 
Range Reconnaissance Patrol. Thes·; p r ovGd very successful in g:::.th€:ring 
ve.luble intelligence inf( .rrJUl.t i on . Ba.aa c?lJP l oca t ions were f uund, 
weapons and Supplies cant ured and c.n€ 'P'l.trol resultec in one VC c.".p­
tured and 5 VC KIA •. 

f. In the month of Ju~e th~ Troop provided general hviaticn support 
from Blackhorse Ease Camp. The t wo nJa j or op.::.raticns SUT' .. orted wer e 
Akron and Kitty Hawk. The most signific::mt a ctiun 1.'1 'trhich the troop 
partici~ated was the June 19th ~ttack on tho 3rd Squadrons Command Post. 
The attack message reached Thunc\E>r hor se Op~ratiDns at 0115 hours and ~t 
0120 hcurs a Light Fire Team was Girb~rne enroute t o the b~ttle a rea. 
It reached the scene at 0125 hours 2.nd through excc-ll nt coordimltion 
was able to locate the en.;lny force and st ,lrt ed expending directly on 
the enemy positicns. The fire t~!l pl ayer! an i;rn.port~t rc10 i:1 caus­
ing the enemy to break contact. The naxt ~orning a sweep thrcugh the 
area rever_led 56 VC KIi{. The b:lttle WLS kn'.:..~-m 3.5 the B~ttle of "Slope 
JOlt. Th~ Long Range Reconnaissanc0 Patrol personnel were utilized 
in seven separa.te operCltions during thu rr\lnth . ThorG were throe dif­
ferent types: downed aircraft r tac .very; Eagl <::: Flights; ·s-nd r econnc.is­
sance. All missions wer e extrer,wly sucess ful. 

g. July found the TrooD included in two operntL.:ns, Kitty Hawk .md 
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Emporia. Aviation support was also provided to assist the 1 Bth In-
frantry Division (AhVN) dur:ing opera.tiuns in the vichuty of A-p' Y-"u / 
Cat. The Troop l'laS involved in two major contrcts during the tlonth. 
On 20 July at 0213 hours a r eport wes received that [ HI" outpost was 
under at tack by a .izaZlble VC fl,"" 8 • 'l't.€" 1'1. V\; ' . ~nut(; ... ~~rt t v ...,. was 
di8p2.tched and arr1~ed over the ontpost at 0230. The te~~ through 
conte ct with the adVisor on the ground and the a.rtillery aerial ob-
server WC'B a.ble to l.:..cate and atteck the Gnel.1Y furce. 'r' .. 10 tI.dditional 
fire teams were dispatched and they also expend~d on the tergot &rea. 
The eccura~e end t~~Jy fires of the ~nships ccntri~ut~d significrntly 
in forcing the Vi~t Cong to ceeSE; th~ir lltteck end. withdrC'w. On July 
21st 8 Light Fire Te£1r.:. WE'S providing convoy- cov",r for the 3/11 Ctlvclry 
when it was ambushed by a ruinforce VC Bettalion at 0920 hvurs. 
This fire te~ ~d sev~n oth~r te~~ were used during op~r~tiQns to 
countElr the enemy er.tbush. Th&se te£BlS expendod 72,OCXJ rounds of 7.62 
amruuntion, 262, 2.75inch rock.:!ts and 6OC> rounds of hOrnr', on the ~nl:;r"c.r pos­
itions. Five gunships vlere hit b~ e;no.;L'Iy fire wHh (me b .J li.1g forc(;d 
down and lrtcr recoverud. The Long R~nge acconnci$s~nce P~trol Pl~-
toon perticipated in 10 operDticns in July. These opv ~aticn5 incJuded 
five boob dcrne.ge e,.S8v8Sf.lent pC'.trols end two EoO'J:,lc Flif;hts. All d.ssic.'ns 
w~rc extrerno;l:1y profit.~ ble in ge-th~ring int.:llligt-llce ii.~cl'r.l2ti(m. 

h. Thtl month of August found Air Cavrlry Troop invlJlvod in r.n 
intensi VEl training progrtll:-,. IUne pilots left the I'rocp in AUgust 
md replcccr.Ltmts w~ro recent Avic,tion School Gr~duc.tes, with little 
experience in t~cticnl op~rntions. By the end of the nonth the Air 
Troop was once C'.gain ~ tightly grouped tactical fighting unit. During 
the Donth the troop w s in genf;r[l.l nup::·,·crt of the Reginunt, to include 
cunvoy cOV€sr e..nd sevan L,:,ng RengEl aecannaisennc~ Pe.trol operatione. 
All wissi<.:ns wero extreJ:1.ely effective in gc?thering intcllig(:jnce infcr­
~~tion and aSSisting in bese ccnp security. 

i. During Septcnbcr t he Air C~ Vi' lry l'roop provided g~n0ral Cl.vi,.,ticn 
support for the Reginortt and Blackhors e Bese Cc:mp . Tho 2nd rlC'tcon 
w~s assigned to support the 3rd SquAdron on Operuticn lli ch;,.cnu. Upon 
c00plction of &!peria IV, a r Oe1 d clt,:rring Clp,-U. t ian a l':"!1g r _utc 20, 
Operation Arkans?s City began. In t his 0pvrt:- ivn air supP(.lrt wps given 
to logistical convoys, bese camp l'oc"Jnr:ni sst nee .:nd iJ:lredirt.:: re.:1ction 
fire support. The Long RaI\gc Reconn .... ':issenc6 Petrel cc;nducted two combat 
nissicns thie month, to cOnfirn intelligence r~p~ rts rcci8v6d. 

j. During the I:1Onth of Octcber the Air Troop Nt.S involved in r. 
gener'al 6uppart rvle fer operntions Arkr~ns<,-s City II, Kitty HFwk, ;;.nd 
Vald(lst~ II. Op6rati(',n Veldostr. II Wl'.S tc provide 58curity during 
the national elections. The Air Ct.vr.1.ry Trcop provided e. constrnt 
alfjrt Light Firv Team to n 2ct to any discrd0r or har[·ssr:;ent to civi­
liD.ns. The r' .. sulta· cf the electi';n shuW0Q the ef~'\;)ctiYene5S of the 
Air Cc..valry :in preforr.1ing its mssir.:n. The Lc.ng Ht'.nge RCCOlJ!l(l.issr.ncG 
Patrol hE'd II tote.l of seven successful r.issi(ms this m:mth. 
Two of the p?.trc:.;ls resulted in 4 VC KIA "d.th negf.'tivo fri€;ndly cll.suc.ltios. 

k. In Novow.ber the Air Crvnlry TrQop pirticir ded in Opl,rrtic.'l1 
SantE. Fe. This operetic'n COp.1LElOced on 2 l~ovcr::b~r 1967. During this 
op~r..,ti.ln the Vi<:lt Ccng evoided cny rnc.jor cuntc.ct ""ith the Blc. ckhursG 

-3-



• 

Reg1ment. The Air CaV\ll.r;y Troop Ccntinued l.~ . ~ mif.3:i. n of night convoy 
cover from Long Binh to Bhekhorse Base C'Unp. The evuoter mortar 
Light Fire Tooms continued. night 1I.lert E' t XU'\l1 Loo. The Long R"nge 
Reconnaissance Platocn conducted several missions with tew ~ignit1c3nt 
findings. On the 10th of November Z,1ajor He.rold B. S1Ilder Jr., Infantry, 
the Service Pl.n.toon COI:l!llLDder, deP< .... rt~d tor CONUS W was replo.ced 
by Major Michael J. Pepe, TranSport '.ltil·n COl"Js., who arrived 9 November. 
Major Fr3llcis B. Martin, Infantr;y, the ·ComrJ.':llding Of leer, departed 
for CONUS on 26 November and was r~pla.ced by Mr:l.jor C~!\rles E. Humphries, 
Armor. 

, 
1. During the tinal month ot 1967 the hir ClI.valrj· '~'!'O "lp supported 

the Regiment fluring Operation Fargo. Thd 1at and 2nd Plo::··Ocns plus 
the Long Range rteCOlllU8SlUlce Platoon supported the Regl.ment trom !Ai 
lOla tu~ ~ Loe N1nh, and Quan Lo1. T.le 3rd Platocn remained at .BIll.ck­
horse Base Camp 1h support ot Operr.tion Kitty H:l.wk, ond night C!lQnvoy 
cover trom Long B1nh to Bl~ckhorse &se Camp. Th" Lift Platoon ~:r>Crted 
the Long Range Reconnaissance P~toon on five operations; these opet­
ations resulted in 10 weapons, I".ldio equipuent Md documents c.:lpturad. 
Also 4 VC KIA and 1 VC POW. During December the Service Platoon of 
Air Cavalr,y Troop movod to Lai Khe to b~tter support the Troop and 
further contribute to its camb~t effectiveness. On the 1st of December 
the fin~l change of staff otfieers for the year took place ~dthin Air 
Troop, when }/Jajor \,lillirun T. McElrath departed for COtJUS, and weB 
replaced by Major A. Wagg Jr., A~or • 

-4-



INCLOSURE 1: Conunanders and Key Otficers 

Air Troop COIDIDlUldars 

Major Francis B. Mllrtin 
Major Oharles E. Humphries 

~lans Officers 

*JOr hQhk N. Bloom 
HajOX' W1Jli:llD T. McElrath 
Ha3w Robert A. Wagg Jr. 

MniDtance Ofticers 

Major Harold B. S,ynd~r Jr. 
1-!ajor Michael J. Pepe 

28 November 65 - 25 November 67 
26 Nov6IDber 67 - 31 Dec.er 67 

9 November 66 - 1 S hpril 67 
11 December 66 - 1 December 67 
1 December 67 - 31 Decemb~r 67 

11 Decemb~r 66 - 9 November 67 
10 November 67 - 31 December 67 


