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1. (ZN!ltAL. During the period 17 March 1969 to 22 Mb'eh 1969 the ili CaT­
alry Troop, 11th A!'II01'ed CaTalr7 ae~nt. i~k part, along with various 
other e~nt., in Operation Atlae Wed,.. rhe goal. of the operation WIl8 to 
clear the Saigon RiTer coJTidor, in the Michelin Rubber Plantation area, ot 
l..arp fIorth Vietname.e enemy forces massing there for an attack on Saigon. 

2. 'I'.lmRAUh The terrain in the Dau Tieng area vas tound to be character­
ized b7 thick jungle interdicted by H.,.,1'81 strums :running generallJ" north 
to south. The )fichelin Plantation was a typical rubber tree area with low 
vegatation among the trees due to the long period in which the plantation 
had not been worked. 

3. WRATHER: The weather 'WaS typical dry season weather with teperatures 
in the 9O's with no precipitation far the entire period of the operation. 
Flying conditione remained .xcellent with almost unlimited visibility 
throughout the daylight hours. 

4. OPERATIONS! 17 ?/.aroh 1969: Four LOHf~ and one cOllllland and oontrol ship 
began the initial reconnaissance ot the Regiment's area of operation on 
the afternoon of 17 )o!arch 1969. Upon arriving over the Michelin Plan­
tation it soon became evident that the area 14S being occupied by a 
large enemy torce. Large groups of North Vietnamese Army troops were 
seen in the rubber trees and clearance to fire was request4ld. While 
waiting tor clearance eTery LOR, the command ship ~ even the FACts 
flying at high altitude oontinued to sight large ~ of ene=y troops. 
The enemy made little or no a.t:tempt to hide fran the nell~ters. Atter 
a 90 mimIte wait the Air Cavalry Troop ... s given clearance to engage the 
eneJn7 and throughout the day the Troop Canmander direoted Tactical Air 
Strikes against the e!l8!ll7. Two Cobras remained on station throughout 
the day am mad. repeated at.r:ikes against the en81ll7 locatione. One LOR 
.. s damapd by ground tire and neti to La! !Ole tor repaira. The .thtee 
remaining LOH' s continued to rl.y low level reoonnaissance missions ani 
engaged groups ot enell17 soldiers on numerous occasions. Several con­
clusions may be drawn from the first day's contact. 

a. A large bod7 of erwmty' troops, wholely unprepared. tor 
air or ground attack, had been found b7 the Air Cavalry 
Troop in and around the Michelin Plantation. 

b. Failure to exploit the Bituation with ground elements 
prevented a decisive victory Which could have been gained. 
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18 March 1969a The Air Cavalry Troop employed tift LOH'a, 
one corrmand ship and two Cobras at -first light in an attempt to re­
establish contact with the enEEIY tONe. Early indications were that 
the majorit,.. of the ma~;n force units that ~ presen~!~le pNvioua day 
had departed. the area. s.ftral squad eised~nts ware disconred by 
the LON'. and engaged by the Cobras. Ona ScOut ship wa81!amaged by 
ground .fire and it's obsenv wounded. Later in the day an ant1air­
craft position vas located by the LON's and neutralised by Tactical Air 
strikes directed by the Troop COIII:I&I'lder. Late L'l the af'ternoon two 
squadrons of ground troops were moYed into the area and two white tams 
{2 LOR's each} wre dispatched to aid in the oontrol ot the f'r1endl7 
element.. The remaining LOA directed air st~es to the wet of tlw ~. 
ground elements. The day ended. with the ground element. setting up"· 
night defeNdft positions in the plantation. Several conclusions can 
be draw boom the day's activity! 

a. 'n1e main body of enemy t~bad withdraw .from the area. 

b. The sta.y behind force was equipped with antiaircraft wea­
pons which required the LOR pilots to alter their tactics. 
aanewhat to avoid serious 10SS8S. 

19 March 19691 Nineteen Jlfarch marked the first day in which 
ground troops operated extensively in the planta.tion area. Air Cavalry 
Troop provided a white team for each squadron and a Qobra tire team on 
station as well as the Troop CCI!'l.mallder'8 own ship. Throughout the day 
the ground element. made sporadic contact with RPG teams and occasional 
platoon sind elements. The squadrons moved fran base camp to base camp 
being guided tran. the air by the white teams. During the COUl"M of the 
day two LOR t S wre damaged by ground fire and one observer was slightly 
wounded. Numerous Tactical Air and Cobra strikes were used in support 
ot the friendly troops. As the day ended several developments had be­
come evident. 

a. Battle damage had greatly reduced the Air Cavalry Troop's 
abili ty to provide aerial scouts. 

b. The enemy's stay behind force was fighting a harassing 
action without allowing himself to become decisively engaged. 

c. The nature of the enemy's actions required speed and 
aggressi veness to be fully utilized by the ground troops 
it a large scale contact 'W88 to be in! tate<!. 

20 March 1969: Durin!?, the evening of 19 March 1969 a 13-52 
strike was put in on the Northeast corner of the rubber plantation. At 
first light a Cobra team, one '\'lhite team and the Aero Rifie Platoon began 
a bomb damage assessment of the strike area. Several large base camp 
canplexes were disCOTered in the area and the Aero Rifie Platoon was soon 
in heavy contact. Third Squadron elements, guided by the 'White team, 
.... re guided into the area of contact. The tOR' 8 provided medivac support 
and. multiple air Cobra strikes wre directed against the enemy by the 
Air Cavalry Troop Commamer. The contact continued until dark when the 



Aero Rifle Platoon was extracted and the armored elements took up night 
defensive positions in the battle area. Obsenations on the day's con­
tacts revealed: 

a. Better fire discipline is needed in the armored ele­
ments as they' engaged friendly tJ"OOps on several occasions 
during the contact. 

b. Fire and movement are the best tactics to emp1o;y against 
an entrenched enemy force. Heavy RPG casualties were sustain­
ed because tire power was not accompanied by a ca-ordinated 
assault. 

21 March 1969 t Because of the heavy battle damage sustained, 
only three LOHts were available for operation. A Cobra tire team, the 
Troop Commander am the LORt s· made a reeonnaissance ot the previous day's 
contact area and air strikes W8r8 directed against the e~ fortifications. 
The Third Squadron moved northwest of the previous day's contact area with 
a White team supporting and made small, scattered contacts throughout the 
day. During the attemoon all aircraft returned to Bien Rca tor a main­
tenance stand-down. 

22 March 1969 sAt first light two too t s were sent northeast 
of the rubber plantation to develop area a for B-52 strikes. Because of 
the lack of tOH aircratt available two UH-1H's wre sent into the area 
to ny in a scouting capacity. One of the LOI1's spotted what appeared 
to be a group ot NVA litter cases being evacuated from the area. Groulxl 
troops wre immediately moved into the area and a heavy eontact ensued. 
The scouts provided medivac support tor the ground elements and screened 
the flanks to prevent enemy exfiltration from the area. Two LOOts were 
da.rn.aged by ground fire as was one FH-1H resulting in one friendly KIA 
and three wounded. , • 

NEW TECHNI~l'ES: 

1. The LOH's added an M-6O "ach~ltt:gun to their armament to increase 
fire power. ':'his addition tteat~ncreaf5ed the LOR's fire power and 
was responsible for the scoutts high': kill rate. 

2. Although not really a new technique, the use of the UH-1H as a 
scout ship pointed O'1t the flexibility and skill of the Air Cava1ry 
Troop pilot s. 

TACTICAL OBSERVATIONS: 

1. A tremendous opportunity to win a. decisive victory over an unpre­
pared enemy force was lost when the intelligence gathered by the Air 
Cavalry Troop on 17 ?larch was not exploited. 

::::. c 1'he 90 minutes required to gain initial clearance cost the Air 
Cavalry Troop rrumerous kills. 



17 18 19 

KILLS 60 26 20 

BUNKERS 32 30 18 DESTROYED 

SORTIES 64 73 57 

AIRCRAFT, 
ON HAND 22 22 22 

FLYING f 1 12 11 

AIR CAVALRY TROOP 
STATISTICS 

20 21 

8 4 

28 13 

69 24 

22 22 
11 10 
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3. Amored coomanders of reaction forces must exercise control over the 
fire of their elements 'When reinforcing ground troops in contact. When­
everpDsslble a complete briefing should be given the entering torce so 
as to preolude casualties due to friendly fire. 

4. There is no substitute for bold, aggressive tactics. Fire with no 
movement against an entrenched enemy force is useless. Firs power must 
be used to pin down RPG teams with co-ordinated f'lOftIrlent to C10M with 
and destroy the. eneJlllT. When co-ordinating the attack the intantry 
elements must clear bunkers 1nmediately att.er the armored elements have 
rolled aver them to prevent an enemy attack from the rear. 


