
• 

lliP ARTMMlJ.' OF '.LH& ARMY 
AIR CAVALRY TROOP, 11TH .A.R.M.<.l&D CAVAlRY fLEGDfMll' 

APO San Francisco 96257 

AVle-we Jum 1971 

SUBJECT: Unit History for June 1971 

The Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment continued its mis­
sion of supporting AiR ground forces and those of its parent squadron in 
June, despite "W&ther 1Idl1ch restricted and curtail.ed operations throughout; 
the Jll)nth. Though the first weeks of June saw a mntinuance of previous 
operations, the final weeks of June saw a change of missiGn for 2d Squadron 
and a change in technique of .ARVN ground forces. 

2d Squadron, 11th Ar.mored Cavalry ftegiment began June continuing its 
operations to clear the &i Lo1 'WOods by use of its attached rome plows. 
lAlring this period the frequent at tacks boY en8lD¥ forces on the night de­
fensive poSitions, characteristic of en~ operations in previous months, 
dwindl.ed to several JliUisance raids. Apparently the enemy had learned from 
his bitter experience of the firepower of the organic weapons and readily 
availab:J.e air sl1pJ?Ort. 'l'here were only scattered instances of ground con­
tact, though mines and booby traps continued to take their toll of equip­
ment. 

CI 
Late June saw the departure of the attached land clearing company whose V\ 

services were needed elsewhere. 'l'he Squadron promptly initiated a program 
of reconnaissance in force missions in the unplowed areas of the Boi 1..oi 
woods and surrounding terrain. 'l'he.Air Cavalry Troop continued in this 
phase of operations, as it had in the previous, to supply visual reconnais-
sance missions to provide intelligence for planning these operations, and 
screening the forces involved in their conduct. The 'lroop also partici-
pated with elements of Squadron's 0"Wll Aviation Section in several IIsnatch 
missions" which netted valuable information. 

N.1.V~ o,t:erations continue in \.iambodia though on a reduced scale, due to 
the apfroach of the r~ season, and its consequent reduction in the mobi­
lity of ground forces. 'Ihe hliT provided visual reconnaissance of areas of 
interest to MVl. e:,round commanders to obtain information on 1.OOvemEllts of 
civilians in and out of popuJAted areas, trafl'ic along major and minor 
roads, location of enemy positions and routes of movement, and damage an­
alysis of air strikes. \In one occasion this led to direct contact with en­
eDIIY ground forces. 
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. m alert scout fl;o~the Aero Scout Platoon observed cleverly CaIOOU­

tlaged bunkers and t1;gbting positions, in an area previously free of covert 
enemy action. Un b1s next pass several uniformed enelQ' soldiers exposed 
themselves. They were met by the withering fire of the scout and supporting 
Cobra and CoJllD8.l¥i and Control sliip_ After repeating the Focess several 
times, each time disoovft~g new positions and dispa.t~ 4tDllllT troops with 
prompt fire, .AB.VN ground'forces vere inserted. They c~:the ene~ 
KIA I s and s~ed pieceS of enemy equipment including-'twD m~s. 

The slicks of the .. ro Bifle Platoon participated in the ARVN change 
of technique, when they inserted LBRP I S in areas of Vietnam bordering Cam­
Bodia. (;overed by Cobrastheae missions were highl.y successful in inserting 
and extracting the LRlif' I IS witlout incident. 

Weather as IIl8ntioned before has reduced the ability of the Air Cavalry 
Troop to conduct its operations. .&arl.,¥ and m1d-Dl:lrning hours are charac­
terized by lDw ceilings and reduced visibilit.), giving way to thunder­
sho1ll8rs in the afternoon and evening. Though thus restricted the Troop 
has still provided valuable assistance to both li.S. and ARVli forces. 

June again saw the recognition of individual achievement in the form 
of awards ancitiecoratiOllS. Awanis for valDr and achievement were pre­
sented to troop members by the 'l'roop Commanding Officer at a ceremony in 
Tay .Ninh. 

June closes with the thought of JOOving on everyone's lips. Camp Fi:-en­
zell Jones will revert to the ARVN1s in the continued Vietnamization of 
the -war. 

~~ 
GP'l', .Armor 
Unit Historian 
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