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July 1971 

The Air Cavalry Troop continued in itlS milSsion of ISupporting ARVN 
operations in Ta.y ~ Province along the border of Cambodia, and limited 
operations in Cambodia. Although supfOrt of ARVN ground operations was 
the troop's priacip&l mISsion, it alISo flew in support of its parent squa­
dron, 2d Squadron, 11th ArJoored Cavalry Regiment. 

ARVN ground operations in July,were hampered by weather which greatly 
restricted their ground mobility. The period was predominantly one of re­
connaissance both by air and ground forces. The ACT conducted the aerial 
reconnaissance, and partiCipated in ground reconnaissance by .tiliVN Long 
Range Recon Patrols. 

Visual reconnaissance was continued as in the Plst by "pink teams" 
cOIDfOsed of members of the Aero Scout ~latoon in their LuHrs, and cobras 
frOID the aero r-ea1JQns l'latoon. ~oncentrating on areas designated by JW.~ 
commanders as of particular interest or concern, the troop searched areas 
in the oog's Head of 'l'8iY l'.Iinh Province, particularly on the South Viet­
name8e~ambodian border, and in l.ambodia itself. Iniorma tion on locations 
of possible base camps, trail arteries, sup}Jly caches, ana movements of 
civilians in ea.na out of villages was provided to give an U,t; to nrinute eval­
uation of enemy activity. 

At the same tiI:le MVl~ forces in the form of l...lilil' 's were inserted by 
the Al.1' in various areas throughout Tay binh l'rovince. lnaerted by Hueys 
of the Lift Platoon, covered by cobras and coordina'Led by w.IDl!ltE1lld and Con­
trol aircraft, these lliliI-' '5 sJ.;ent apf.-roximately 24 hours searching areas 
that ware particularly dense in terms of foliag8. Thti lh.h..l:- 1 S were the 
only ones who could obtain the information necessary on these areas. At 
the end of their mission they were extracted by the same combined team 
from AC,;'l' that had }Jut thljffi in. 'lhese missions were successfully completed 
without incident. 

The ACT also worked closely with 2d Squadron, 11th ACR which was con­
tinuing its ,t;rogram of reconnaissance in force or RIF operations in south­
eastern 'l'ay t~inh Province around the Hoi Lei Woods. The RlF operations 
had been initiated the previous month when the sG.uadron's attached land 
clearing company had been withdrawn. Pink teams from the troop provided 
valuable information for the conduct of these operations, and screening 
during the actual conduct of ojJerations. In particular they were able to 
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keep a close eye on foot traffic for ~rsonnel who seemed very intent on 
leaving the area. &lveral of these people were picked up by aircraft from 
squadron's Aviation Section for interogation. 

Soon the land clearing company WiS back, and scpadron returned to 
rome plowing the Boi !.Di Woods. The troop continued its support in the 
fol'Dl of visual. recoIUlaisaance llli.t'Jsions, first and last lights of the 
night defensive positions, and screening missions in areas with a high 
probability of contact. 

'l'his period also saw the insertion of members of the Aero Rifle Platoon 
into an ambush Site, followed shortly by the whispered radio call that 
they had 30 to 40 enem;y soldiers in their area. Cobras, which had been 
standing by for just such an evt::ntuallity, rolled in with rockets, mini­
gun" and 40Dm granade launchers to place devastating fire on the enemy 
force. In coordination with artillery fire, the cobras were able to neu­
tralize the enelD1 force, allowing the iIRf' 's to be vicked up bj ACAV' 5 

froll squadron. .iAle to close teamwork not a single casualty resulted from 
this o,tJeration. I:a.ma.ge to the enem,y fOrce was not determined due to the 
onset of darkness. 

July held a surprise for the A{.;T in the form of a IlI)rtar attack on 
'l'ay Ninh followed by a sapper probe. The attack was actually not directed 
at the AL~ poSitions, but rather the 167th Assualt Helicopter Company 
across the runway. Several aircraft were damaged by IlI)rtar fire and sat­
chel charges. Several sappers were killed in the 1 b7th I S area. 

Several days later A(;'l' packed everything up to Irove out of 'l'ay .t-.inh 
and return to !.Dng binh, where plans for the IlI)ve to f'hu 10i were nearing 
completion. 

'l'he end of July fwnd AC'l' in the midst of their move to f'hu Loi, sup­
t-Orting Jili.Vr'l units from staging areas 'lay l'¥inh and h.atum, and continuing 
in support of 2d Squadron, 11th Arm::>red LavalF,y' Regiment. 
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