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DeP ATMENT QF THE ARMY
AIR CAVAIRY THOOFP, 11TH ARMRED CAVALRY RAGIMENT
APU San Francisco 96257

AVIG-WC July 1971

SUBJrCT: Unit History for July 1971

The Air Cavalry Troop continued in its mission of supporting ARVN
operations in Tay Ninh Provincé along the border of Cambodia, and limited
operations in Cambodia. Although support of ARVN ground operations was
the troop's principal mission, it also flew in support of its parent squa-
dron, 2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment .

ARVN ground operations in July were hampered by weather which greatly
restricted their ground mobility. The period was predominantly one of re-
connaissance both by air and ground forces. The aCT conducted the aserial
reconnaissance, and participated in ground reconnaissance by akVN Long
Range Recon Patrols.

Visual reconnaissance was continued as in the past by "pink teams"
composed of members of the isero Scout Flatoon in their LuH's, and cobras
from the aero weapons klatoon. toncentrating on areas designated by ARVN
commanders as of particular interest or concern, the troop searched areas
in the Dog's Head of Tay hinh Province, particularly on the South Viet-
namese-Lambodian border, and in tambodia itself. Information on locations
of possible base camps, trail arteries, supply caches, and movements of
civilians in ana out of villages was provided to give an up to minute eval-
uation of enemy activity.

at the same time akVi forces in the form of lkhl's were inserted by
the aCl in various areuas throughout Tay tinh Frovince. Inserted by Hueys
of the Lift Platoon, covered by cobras and coordinaved by (ommand and Con-—
trol aircraft, these lkkP's spent apgroximately <4 hours searching areas
that were particularly dense in terms of foliage. ‘the lihihl's were the
only ones who could obtain the information necessary on these areas. At
the end of their wission they were extracted by the same combined team
from ACT that had put them in. 7hese missions were successfully completed
without incident.

The ACT also worked closely with 2d Squadron, 11th ACK which was con-
tinuing its program of reconnaissance in force or RI1F operations in south-
eastern Tay hinh Province around the Boi Loi woods. The RIF operations
had been initiated the previous month when the squadron's attached land
clearing company had veen withdrawn. Fink teams from the troop provided
valuable information for the conduct of these operations, and screening
during the actual conduct of operations. 1n particular they were able to
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keep a close eye on foot traffic for personnel who seemed very intent on
leaving the area. Several of these people were picked up by aircraft from
squadron's Aviation Section for interogation.

Soon the land clearing company was back, and squadron returned to
rome plowing the Boi Loi Woods. The troop continued its support in the
form of visual reconnaissance missions, first and last lights of the
night defensive positions, and screening missions in areas with a high
probability of contact.

This period also saw the insertion of members of the Aero Rifle FPlatoon
into an ambush site, followed shortly by the whispered radio call that
they had 30 to 40 enemy soldiers in their area. (obras, which had been
standing by for just such an eventuallity, rolled in with rockets, mini-
gun, and 40mm grenade launchers to place devastating fire on the enemy
force. In coordination with artillery fire, the cobras were able to neu-
tralize the enemy force, allowing the ARF's to be picked up by ACAV's
from squadron. Due to close teamwork not a single casualty resulted from
this operation. ODamage to the enemy force was not determined due to the
onset of darkness.

July held a surprise for the ACT in the form of a mortar attack on
Tay Nhinh followed by a sapper probe. The attack was actually not directed
at the ACl positions, but rather the 187th Assualt Helicopter Company
across the runway. Several aircraft were damaged by mortar fire and sat-
chel charges. Several sappers were killed in the 1&7th's area.

Several days later AC1l packed everything up to move out of Tlay Ninh
and return to long binh, where plans for the move to Fhu Lol were nearing

completion.

The end of July found ACl in the midst of their move to Fhu loi, sup-
porting akViv units from staging areas lay hinh and hatum, and continuing
in support of 2d Squadron, 11th Armored (avalry Regiment.
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