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September c&m.e in like &. lamb and went out like a. lion. 'J'he 1~)nth 
started· quietly with the Air Uavalry Troop genera.lly f'lying the same 
missions it had been flying for the previous several months. The bulk 
of its effort continued to be in supJ.Art of the .Ai.VN 25th Inf'antry Di­
visioB lIIOr.king out of Tay .Ninh, Dau Tieng and Chu Chi. Te&m8 also flew 
in support of 2d Squadron, 11th ArmOred Uavalry Regiment. 

IA1ring the first part of' the lWnth a minor contact Vias made north­
'W8st of lIhu lihi when a LuH, &s part of a "Pink 'l'eamll took ground to air 
fire. Additional troop Cobras were called up to wrk in conjuction 
with the a.scenting Cobra from the IIPink Team". The area was thorcugbly 
'hPrked over until the onset, of darkness. Further reconnaisance revealed 
the area has seen moderate enem., activity, and most probably was the area 
from which the enelIl1' staged indirect fire attacks on 'l'rung 'I'ap. 

Again around Fire ~up1-Ort Base Jamie, northwest of' Ihu 'I'ieng, a LuH 
took fire. The teams were wrking in the area upon request of AltYN 
ground units in eff'orts to locate the firing positions f'rom which mor­
tars were being fired at Jamie. These positions were also being used 
to harass aircraf't on resuP1-ly missions. again ~obras worked the area 
over, and though nothing couldbe determined through subse~ueJit searches, 
the aircraft did not receive fire. 

The sliCks and e-;uns ca.me 'to the aid of ,ti.ttvl~ units operating southeast 
of Dau '1"1eng after the NVa executed an ambush on a column of' senior of­
f'icers and a.dvisors. '.l.he liObras provided direct fire support in a.dditoin 
to the guns from several other units. '.I.he l.iobras remained on station 
after dark to J?roviC1e sUPt.-resive fire on n:.urta.r ,;,;o;;:;itions i'iriIl.g on an 
JU'vn ground sweep t[~ro'U.gh the amoush area. During kis time, slicks 
from the trovp, were conducting medivacs in darkness to nearby Tamsen. 
lhe operation continued the next day with I."obras again providing fire 
sup~ort for ground units conducting a sweep. 
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'Ihe last week in September saw a. majur shift of ettort to the 'l'hien 
l~gon, l-'ace, Krek and Fire Sup~ort .base Alpha. area to come to the aid of 
JiliV,N units under attack by elements of the NVA divisions. The offensive 
broke out around Thierl Ngon and spread Horth to t'ace, Krek and Alpha. 
'lhe troop temporarily switched roles from that of reconuaisance to one 
of gun support. Visual reconnaisance just couldn't be conducted in the 
intense ground to air fire. Gun teams from the (.;obraa under direction 
of a <.;ommand and Control slick escorted resupply missions and provided 
direct fire support on sUlipected ene.w;y antiaircraft weapons, indirect 
fire weapons and troop locations. As an indication of the level o.f 
activity pilots were fl.)ting ten and eleven hour days and individual 
guns pulling out as many as 5w rockets in a day. American airpower 
particuJ.arly in the form of helicopter gunships ga.ve invaluable aid to 
.riliVl~ ground forces in breaking the back of this offensive which was to 
continue into uctober. 

'.I.'hough the mission of 2d ::i~uaaron 11th Al.R seemed sedate in compari­
son to the hectic goings on up north it wasn't without its moments. 
'l'he troop continued to provide "fink 'leams" for visual reconwdsance 
to aid in the !Jlanning and conduct of rome plow and reconnaisance in 
force missions. 'Ibis WCl.S Functuatea by a short but nonetheless sharp 
contact when a troop conducting a rome ~low operation ran into an entren­
ched enetay unit. Desf-ite inclement eeather <.;obras :from the troop pro­
vided gun su~~ort, though this was ~uickly stop~ed due to extremely un­
:favorable weatner. However, slicks from the troop, despite the weather 
~roviQed fueaivac missions ~ld artillery adjustment • 

.Desf-ite the level o:f conflict in September the troof was able to suc­
cessfuLy cOllif-iete its r.dssion without the loss o:f a single life. 
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