


h C!tY&1-
IIp.iIilt HI"ft it' ~ 

W CGIIIIlt&l't1ll):t. Ordered to ro&ct1~t. 1n Oat.obeP 
.... 4.-.· ~ of 1966 aut the ... of t,?7e F.er;10 Seuadron 

u1p, 1:: ~ depl.c7 tog Soat-Mast. AlIta. ~1n1( t.he rcn&ir.d~ ot 
~ 18Br th41 Squadron conduct.ed ~row. operat1ons aAAinel. the 
CClilll!miat nemt and repl"08errted the ~e~~mfI!nt ~r.d tl:e br~..nch or 
Arnaor it" t.ru Ca.valry ,tr&1 .. t10T1s .. 

a, D-.zr1ag ~h.e m.Dtth "r Jam:a17 1966, the ;!d Sqll.adron _8 
in thu r: .. ;l.n.!.ty elt~L.res of r~('ejviTlg .... re pM".onnel s.tt.E>.r haying 
been a:stivaUcl ir. Ot.-tober 1965.. Add1.tlonll.llyl' ~he SqUAdron wu 
taJrbtA an aotl't'e pan .tn thE! co.nducrt. of the Regimefltp-l AI'!' program" 
The .3q\Jadr(1{,'s DU.3el0i1 11, this nrogram was l.o cnp;duc'tl aJl el'dre 
typ t.rair).1ng fiN! 11 liS~ t!~e tI"3jy!~i38, .~Jmuh8.t1&ouuJ.y, 6Qu:i'Pi"'Crrt 

'll,(i pet'lT'.8.!')81'ltly £.8si$')100 pex-:\owlu) w~r.e al"1"iviTlg &.r~ trl8 nucleus of 
1ir.e ur,it , .. ') l'llld~·p. 1'nl\rQ • 

• l;'elJtunry .-S'IIT th'! c(.)nti. l lf.t !'!C. r:.r (l4Nt'a t r aini cr !'cr the 
roOl'loor. U.3 pe:t'sonY>~ 1 ")(! t h · b R1 nrlir r :' I T r 0)" Gri1cia t • ~ ~rl 
s\d.llft. The a'lOka ... CMl!.rd.'. "I J,ITlti tr"~·~ ¥ o't' ~~mple, . a'.ut" thai.!-
trnilling with n. UIB.,1 0t" p (:ort~.;)'" OT i t hei r,!! "0. !.1cted uti] 17:1 ~ the 
r:1cllltic'!o (If 1O'oY"t !~etcla h'~ I ; .l So!. the ment rlnnt i tA-an p"l"l.a· 
tion motn:!' "\(101 IHyj Yimbrough .\.. • tf(ISpJt 1 "'he neil ':)q11ad on 
o::om.1l&r~a~~ :.'l'C Yib~y rr" Pornt: an-i ~ on 21 ;>ebr \1ery.. A11 uflits 
fJf the Sqw).dr!Jn ~('mt.~ n'UE'4 t o r ocei ye fill·:))" ru~",,~cl'ln~l rOt" HT while 
!!;ilnult .. ,eous·l.:; '(he- t r oop ar eas W"9l"p. in the p"oeees o~ 'rJCing estab-
1161-:00 artd t:ltl'!J~. i")m~nt IAe r~c€lved dlli l y 

e On ... 1 "arch lQ66 Um ~~~o:iwmt raepivcd rooartn1ent. of 
. ho ~rnl n"!8~aW:1 nonlh\lr ?51tb.-,9 IoIhich alert-cd 8. 1 ·)Oua.r.1rOJ'lR r~t' d~ 
ploym&r.t to 3ouij~'\I~!i t 18i&u r ·U"'lN' t"'e ,,'ort)- t l1e QQusdrnn 
CI'){ltlnu cl Of,u"oom t.raJ.rtflg tOT .l IT. ~ub,iect.e iY'lcludr.,d preJimin&" 
ry tIUIr Te:"..dinf, :irive;:- trp..:i .,il"g Qt"!. fi.r~~ ·dd.. n ... ?~ r!ll"llh . 
::C~ny . 11, FcrrltS!:~n' Hai\tnr,y 'ar-' ~!'>I'! morta:"9 rl"t:'tt!I a l l t: ",&e Arr.' ol', 

avttl '.! ()Op8 mon.'d tl.l '~Sl":r, 'ill!l,ett ~!1~ .l.n~6 t.o ('.)i.:-tl;ct B .. "h~ 
ld.tlg: :'-:~M~ir.1ol" or t,i'·e 5q\lud 1'0\1 l)l'~py.red rOT" Il'IovenlOnt to 

C In' Af 1Ii 1 '!~ ~ m itt t ~hel'l:! they would ::onduct, f1a~ tl"Hiroing ... 



d... On 13 April 1966 the Squadron (-) moved to Camp AP ttl: 
at¥l oonaluded the AIT ~Il·ogram on 23 4prilo The Basic tTnit Tra1J n 
phaee be~ on 2, Apr:11 with emph8.eie on aqtJ8d I l)J.atocm and t.'!" '. I 
~~n7/~ttery tMir.ir.g.. {'lb!.::.~!!ny [!, ~:owit~er Bat te17 and t.he 
squadron 1IIOM.ar8 rej oined tl1e Squadrm an the 25th of April. A 
three urdta 8ucaeaatully completed the service ~iring tables ard ~­
l1t1ed with their &rIIl8rnent 8yetem., 

. e.. The 1IiOt'Jth or t-fay 88W ttte cOntinuance of' Btrr,. durir!g • hie, 
phue the t r09P8 ccntuctfH'l exercises in clearing SAl Village, a l!look­
up 11'481 ~ V~!e vil1.a~Q !he ¥.-1l3 and 1.'-577 amere<! '.ar .. 
Mcra wre ut1li ... ira &mph1b!ouo tl"airiJ'tg, and the lIlortar equad-:r 
~ ocesetull7 aamr1-'ed the~ squad t.Dt~. On the 5th ot ~~y t~e 
Squadron celobrated the ?eR'1me~t as Orgari£8tlon d~y with a t.ra:l.rt!Yl": 
hollday and a competiti ve field day.. T'hia brief' 1uJ 1 gave the filar I ~r 
the f.tt.p:le SQuadron the opportunity to ;"i10W' And ap-oraciat.e t~ bin '%7 
&nd hl:!r1to.-e " 1" t~e1l- unito The month of -;.~~Y" was climaxed With '. 
corJiuct or t he platoon te8t,8~ The tests started on tt-o 25th A.M f"Te 
8uoce:sstuJly concluded on t he 27th of Hl1y., f\11 platoOlls were to·t..... 
in .mC'~tted c.r.d dismounted operatione and round to be Combat ReadY'-

f. Juna began with the SquM:"on conducting a llve.-f ir"l ~1'''' 
mored Cavalry ';osault Vehicl!l (ACAV) course which enabled t he 
:J.ndh·ldual crewe t o gain confidence in t.heir ec;,uiTllD'nt rurl i n thl:Mlu, 
selves Q.S a team.. 1'he Squadron conducted 'li.:xnrcise YF:I.LO'·J p.IRBm! 
s tarting on JJ June whicli lasted 'three <'3) days .. The eX'&reiee h.w de 
eignerl to prov-lde t he opportunit.y tor the unit to function I1S 8. 

coordinated org8t'izatiOTl, contro11eci, for the first time in e. t;:c),~ "eI 
problemp by t ho COIlJII8.nder and hie staff.. Th~ Squ.edron began i~~~ 
Annual Tt-a.inlng TP.kt on 19 June o An evaluati(Jn or 8lWh troop, '" . " l l;Y­

H flno T~ovitze!' Battery was als o incorporl1ted if"to the t est a T'n\J' t: t 
l(f.~ted. four da.ys an:i f'Ell'a.lleledoituatione which we~ ~nticipa .,1 
';1nt nsm as closely as f l(iss i t le J The test waB a cOl'ltplete 6UCCe81'9 9.rd 
t " E! Squadron .l'e cc1VM at' OtI't)!'aJ~ rat.irJg of RxceJ lent , On the 2.: .. il 
5quadron) mi.nus Troop F, retur ned to F't, i'eade to. begin the ted j ~ 
t~sk of pr8paring for averseao movement" 1'roop E moved to Camp 
F- i cl<ett J V~" and acted· as an s,,,:gressor fiR'ce aga.inet the l et SqiH', t 

durin& the conduct · of Us ATTa 

g" Jul7 was a month in wb;ich a great vAriet.,. of pl'oje(;~s. 
... -er-e oxper iencnci and t he tsst of t he wel1-ooo~:!!lated unit was ' i. 
hand!> SjmultaneOUB~.t equipment 'lia~ packed for Shipment, ) vehiel er. 
wer e mO"leQ. to port and the troopere wer~ granted a preembarl<:tlt1~ 
fourteen day leaveo On the 8th of July t he Souadron took nart ll1" , 

Regimental Fi eld Oay which provided t he ~egim nt with t he t.'npCtM:.u i1 ,~ 
t f') have all t.hree SquadrolJs together for the first time sir>ca t '9 :F 
Squadron ."a,s deactivated in 1965, h Oll1 11 July to 23 July a dr-, 
Armored Cavalry Platoon FTX was conducted for each ?:,l~toor: 'in t h l 
Squadron~ '!'his was the last opport-uni'i:.s f or plat oons t o fie ld. t.nu'n 
pro l or tv movement t o Vietnam. The exe:N:ise was a gr~at SUC~~8(:j 
pl"ovidoo the t r oopen with a finis hillg tou.ch. 



CoaeurrentlJ the cround 8urvetll~nro er~W8 of t~ ~nuadron ve~ ~i­
'9'eft a ahcn-t train:lfts CCIUl"M and adl'lt1nieteret: a ~ue.l i'icatien ~0UJ"8e. 
'Ill erC\II9 sueco!8!1f··ll,l C'O",,,lcW. t.t,18 t.cet. "'P'l"e!"~ J ~roif1'hton '. 
ilfflms Jr., t i'1ce~Ch1ef-o'-'~tn.f' ot the "1'11\.-1 1tr2tes ~ J v1s1~ 'he ::.eIJ,1Ptent ani B! oJ.-it to (I l"8orfJlJont;qtive beII;y of Lltt: ,....! rooOur:.d:,·un~ 

In hi. bri,,1' but point.ec' speech, be et\rMsueci the 1~nce 0' the 
~cx"de8101WJd otf'1cer. the nMd !"or 1J1d~ertt c.ctt~ hy thft 
_11 lUllt. cClllllllrrel'. and tbe trelMMoue reaoanalhiUty t.~ treo~" 
ILd\Dll8d U J"eUI"Hon ~t1ve8 of thfJ .n~ _jor \N01" ,~()l'IIII1lnd <9",,] oyt"'d 
11\ Orjftt.nAtl. ~inllC t re.1aIer of tilt JlDftttt t.1It 3mandl"Oft conduct­
ed ""&J)01'\8 qual1ftoltt1On t\1r' lIIbtcal TOIl' 196?, l)l"uce.,s!D,Il tor ctY'er .. 
118D8 replneelllt!l~ (~C'R), T'races!4inr tor overs._ 1ICWe .. nt. (T'Cfr,. 
tramnp" and OI'l~tlttiO!'l on ttle 3t8J"1l~ ni~t ,obeerY'lt1on dp.v1ce. 

h :n the ?t.t of :.uvUbb tt'e '::auadronts Mvpnce !Ilrty, COIl-

~15t;11'~ of " ofrit,;er5 MId ~r; ~"J1!!ted men, dAnarted by Rir for 
~'ietne.:",. '!'l'sir t .. ek was to establish a s~~ area ard nre-pere for 
aeceptane" or the main body.. "ear! ... hiJ~ bo.ck at Pt.. l:el!.de tht'f ··ol18lf .. 
ron flew frOfti Raltim . J "&.ryland to OaklAnd, California 0 '!'hq 
boarded the U'3'':"~ UFSm~ and sailed on 2IJ .\u~st lq~6o !Sh1'Oboar~ 
training included ISUch areaa &8 physieA 1 condi t10f\1rw, ViElt"!ll\'Il!se 
~alte, We~l"()t18. rrted lea] trllinin~ A.nti slll.8ll unit tact 1 cs 0 

1... (~th& ':Yt.h of ·~~pl.ember the :';oulidrcm art-lve,' at ~,"1\''''' 
TAT} 1 30ulih "ietl'WIn, was flown to ~I·:t· rr .... '. :.11" !:Io!'Ctl FJII!8~ 1Inc4 trucked 
to their: temporary hOIle t I!. !Jta~i~ lU"el!. loc-?tted at U'" n '<I''1!. The 
l"emaindf;r of tho month l'rae occur!~ "'lith receivinp. erminmftl'lt, test 
til-iDg ':'.nd. zerotn~ W'c::a' ors, and ct)J'lf.uci,jnp: orlel1t~tion vi8its ~ 
eounanders a.nd statf to .\rr.tor t.lnd • ~"hl1ni~od unj.ts ot t.he 1st In£an­
try rivision and the 2Sth lr,fantry !"lv!sl"n. 

,10 en ,. Cetoher the 2d ~q~dl:"on conriuetod its l1r t ... 0. :':l1lt 
t.nerst ton il'l 17iatnam, ('parat1on o;-·:"r ·'Y'l: . ~e mission was Q ,'Out.e 
reconnaiesanct) of ::!Q;hway 15 from !~ r'" ~C.). t o r{, t)B, rorovid1l'\g se­
curity tor 169th lijngr DRttalion !").ecotlntdseanctl t.e~I!I.. r·'o 9net"l y 

cont'~ ct was m.1.de during the one-d!!y or:"'rat jon" ""Jring t.he ftlonth, 
the ';Quadron alao narticipRtfY~ .in r,,'snM on w~r' ;'(; ":"..: which f'll"ovided 
rei" t~ SBCW·Uy or installations 11'1 thp. T~r' ". ;~~·Lc:r·"'. qr'p arsp.. 
veR&.tive contact wae reV'lor.ted.. Or> the 2C\th of' rctoher the 30ua<iroTl 
~eat' ret~.chr.tt'nt, .1oined the unit 0 'the 2(1 30ulldron took nArt in the 

. ~Y,1m.entll.l C'pel"at1on ?'rE~7;: or. ')~ Cct-::sbnl" when it ... oved to the 0f.l(! 
\ U·.' ttubber n.antntion ('1('13994) ano eshbl1shed a ~omb"t ras~.. Tt'rom 
the oombat be.se the rJouadron oondueted sep.rch and (If.lstroy ODp.rations 
in the 100a1 area" ~nen'Y activity wa.s confined to sniper fire, 
anti tank mines and bare.8sment by leea] forc~ units ('In:3 'TctCtl!mber 
the ~Qua.droD 1',,,located to it~ tl8e1~9d area. in the ~el7blGnt.1 TIae6 
Camp Itt to:!'! r;uo (Wi, "992!.). '~he process of eet.nblist'lirl'" it bae (~ 
ealTlp and concllrrontly o;!onductin~ lool!l opayogticns in thr:! ~.o~i.mentaJ 
tactical ~re~ of re8p~1bility, hnd now begun, 



the Squ.ad~ CGl!timlfri f'"enition 
cA'ARY~U~. 4U1¢11i1 £ 
(Se~). COl'IQm+.e"llY, the.H~ el8.8nts 

I1c:iIll4dJl'OiI ':.colj1Sj;iW~ t.o impY'OYe the ').ev;.mel'lhl flalle ('.a."" l)8-

rimlten and '!,!t'!'re billets. ("J)erat1an !i1'I.'""!'1 
waa t~tid on 6 " '!'he ;)quadran C~8f'Qed ~aticm 
CA",'Ln'/JiOOJ on ? l .. o ..... ~ a."c! con •• tnued with the minion until 25 
r..cellber., n.e tact.ioal elem&nte of' the Squadron were located 
along Highwq 15 f"ran LOro BI''P. to l()?'f} THM1f (JSl6P7).. The 
Squadron prorided security t019 troop movements of the 199th ~llt 
Inf'IIt\rr ~~a u4 the 9th Infantr,. nivision, from V'J'!t} TAU to 
their respect Ye atqlJW analf. Concurrent with the route secu­
ritY' ndss10n were area SL')Ql"ch a.nd destt'oJ' lIded.~ 1n the Dsigned 
area of operat1onso ~pem7 contact wns light ~ consisted mostly 
ot JIU. ... , and sniper fireo The month urew to 11 close witb the 
Squadron occupying positions on '!igmmy 15 prepRring to take part 
Lrt Operations CBr~'.~ !AUS which \'!<!s to start in J.e.nua.r-y .1967" 




