


ANNttAL HISMRICAL SUMMlRY 
2 Squadron, 11th Armored Caft~ Regiment 

. 1 JanU81"y' 1967 to 31 D.~9ember 1967 . 
• • 

be tought with weapons, 
the ot the men who follow and t he men 

Y1c~*,. u Th!S ldstor.r of the 2d Squadron, 11th 
; .... :t&. aqo~ D ~'Nl1'jJ8Bn, who llke their gallant 

~bllm~ to the _emy. . 

e S~n, under the eommsM of Lieutenant Colonel 
ita fifth montb in Viet flam. As the new year commenced, 

~~M.~1I1 was -tDidex- the operatioilal control ot the 17.3d Airborno Brigade 
_~~Qc>8!nton DUCK (1- 5 JallUal".Y 1967). The Squadi'on seeured a portion of High-
~ runs between Vung Tau and Bien Hoa, while elements of t he US 9th 
~antr.r DiYision passed through~ Local platoon-sized reconnaissance missions 
v~ co,nducted within the Squadron araa. ot operation to keep the enemy off 
balance and reduce his influence in the arca. No significant contact was made 
and on 5 Januar,r. 1967, the operation was torm±nated with tho Squadron remaining 
in sector along Highway 15 to prepare for fUture operations . 

Operation CEDAR FALIS (8-24 January 1967) began as the Squadron moved north to 
a :f'orward assembly area. a t Phu Loi on 8 January. On 9 January tho Squadron 
a t tacked to secure a br idgehead at Bon Cat and biveuae areas in the new area of 
oper ation. With accomplishment of its initial mission, the Squadron conducted 
daily reconnaissance-in-for oe operations in addition to providing socurity for 
engineer work part ies. "Charlie" confined his activities to sniping and 
harassing tire with automatic woapons even t hough persistont davalr.ymon oontin­
ued to find rich caches of rice and hidden t unnels. In this war the Boldier is 
onl1 limited by his imagination. One ingenious trooper discoverod that Viet 
Co~~ ~:~ caches oould bo looated by watehing whore flocks of birds landed. On 
~4.;~~ tho Squadron r oturned to Blackhorsc. . 

During. tho poriod 27-31 Januar.y the Squadron partioipatod Op~ration MUNCIE. 
This operation wus conducted in conjunction with t he 1st Batta1io~, 43rd- ~an­
t ry (ARiN) which consisted of three rifle conpanies and a h'adquartors company. 
·Th£ Squadron,. with one riflo ~ompa.ny attached to each rcconnnissw.ce troop , 
~onduc .. tad swoops through the Blackhor se tactical area of responsibility dostroy­
~ng "Scwral. opomy base camps and capturing numol'OUS i toms of Viet Cong 
uquipmcnt. On 29 January, G Troop ongagc.:d an encIIij'" platoon <me! killed nine 
Viet Cong in an .agemont thllt 1aatod. fiftoon minut.Js. Roalizing thoy wore 
losing the fight "'tho Viet Cong broke contact and ~A.ded into tho jungle . No fur­
t her contact was oxperienced and tho operation t orminatcd bn 31 JBllUl1.ry. 

In Febrwil'Y, Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin F. Harmon assUInl.;d cO:mJnruld of the 
Squadron.. Opera.tion KITTY-HAWK vas initiated and the Squadron became responsiblo 
for socuring a portion of the Rogimental base Oamp perimetor and the Gia Ray 
quarry site. Additionally, tho Squadron escortod resupply convoys bctW00n Long 
Binh !lDd Blaekhorse and conductod troop-sizo sweops in tho Regimentsl 
t actical area of respons1oilit,y. On Fo~ 18, 2d Squadron uSB~od operation­
al control of B1ackhorso· and the Regimental tactical aroa ot responsibility. 



Sovoral roconnaisSl.Ulce-!n-forc0 m ssions wro conductod during this period, 
hollOwr, no. onemy contact was l!ll'.c:ie. Operating from BlackhorsG lk1d its ad~t­
ages as those units not activelY engaged in a tactical mission wera able t o 
perform much no oded construction in t ho Squadron aroll • 

• oDl-ua17 " with its cool nights and Illnost unceasing wind, passud ave:y and tho 
S~ Unuod its KIT'lT HAWK mssion woll into March. On 20 March 19f/1 
Opera; TION cm II bOgun and tho Squadron. DOvod fron the dust boWl it 
called home to t he city of' An Loc whore 1 t cane under the oporational control 
of' tho 2d Brigade, 1st Intant17 Division • . Tho Squadron attacked on 21 aDd 22 
lfarch to soi za objectivos in War Zona O. Only squad-size enoJV contact 1mB made 
as tho Squadron soizod its objectives and ostablished a firo support b(J.so. Daily 
1'OOOIlDaissanco missions voro l aunchod from that buo as "Oharlio" was lnmtod in 
b:l.s own back yard. On 23 March, Platoon Sorgeant John H. Keator. lod his platoon 
of tanks out of tho newly establishod base on a routine reconnaissance mssion. 
It was hot that day and thO f act that t ho platoon had to chop and push its way 
through tho donse junglo that characterized T~ Ninh ~vinoe didn ' t help tho 
situation. As the tanks oontinued to thrash f orward on thoir mission "Charlie" 
watchod from tho hiding placos he knew so w l l . 

Tho Viot Oong outnumbered the Amorican forco and they were confidont of what was 
t o como as thoy waited i n sUenco with t hei r rocoilloss rines end automatio 
weapons. Sorgol,lllt Kea.tor led his force f orward unaware of' tho aobush that ~ 
closing about him. Exactly £:.ccording to his well rohoarsed plan, "Oharl io" 
oponod up with his automatic weapons. Two antit£lllk rounds stroakod through t ho 
ail' and s lammed· int o tho fuel t ank and engino oompartment ot' Sergeant Koator f S . 

tank causing it to burst int o flamo. Sergeant Ke~tor grabbed . a. portablo firo 
extinguisher as t ho tank moved forward into the j aws of tho ambush. Tlie ongino 
died and t ho t~ was r inged in fire but its 90mm oannon miraculously W'ruiI un­
harmod . With deadly authority tho 90m:1 spewed f orth its s teel , i'irst at t ho 
recoilless riflo and thon into tho thickot fron which t houutomatic W'~apons fire 
bad como. Eight enemy soldiors diad. By- this tiDe tho tank was comple tely en­
gulfed in name and Sergeant Koator ordored his orow to abandon tho tank while 
bo covored t.hoir exit W'ith suppressivc fire from his caliber 50 nachincgun. 
Onco his cro:W' had safely reached another tank, Sergoant Keator junpod from his 
fiEll!ling vohiclo and ran to another onc nearby. Rosumm:1.ng command, ho lod his 
gallant fore 0 in an assault whioh COIJ"plotcly routed tho ono~. For his excop­
tional courage . sorgoant Koator 'Was awardod the Silvor Star. 

On 28 March, 2d Squadron revorted to tho control of the 1st Brigade, 9th Infan­
t ry Division for n. one day operation in which no oontact was made. Subs equontly, 
t ho Squadron , once again undo%" tho control of tholst IntQ.Iltry DiviSion, sccurod 
Highw~ 13 t'rom An Loc to La! Kho as woll as throo f ire support basc-s. Viet 
Oong probes . against those fire support basos wore inoffocti va. JUNCTION 0 IT! II 
continUEd into April, howovor, tho Engle Squatiron wo.s rel oased frOl:l t ho 1st 
Intant ry Di?ision and returnod to t ho dontrol ot tho 11th Armorod. Cavalry 
RogjEont. \lorking with t he Regiment, 2d Squadron cloo.rod and sccured Rouw 13 
in sector, s.ocured support bases , and conducted reconnaissance-in-force opora­
tions in thoir area. of operation. On 12 April, Troop G opened· Provincial 
Routo 245 to pemi t passage ot tho l73rd Ai rborno Br1gado and on 13 April tho 
Squadron wns released tram JUNCTION CITY II, returning to Blackhorso OOSO camp 
t ho s aca dq . 

2 



t B1.ackborso tho Squadron lJopn preparat,1ons tor sea.-mo'VBlD8nt to I Corps Tact­
ical Zcme. On 20 Ap~. tho Squadron advance party was fd;rllttGd north to Chu 
La! wh:U8 tbe remn:l.ildDr of the Squadron moved to embarknt:t.on ports at Saigon. 
and Bwport. During· tho pariod 24 to 2:1 April t he Squadron closed Clm Lei and _.bU.hs4 a bue camp there UDder attacbtlent to t he 196th Light Jntant1'7 
~e Tpk J'o1'!Ce Orep. With Troops E and F and Bowitser Batter,y detach-
sa t1ie assumecl a 1'eacl;y~aotion force mission during the p eriod 26 to 
29 A !he Squadrotl ( ... ) moved an 30 April to conduct rtlCOnlUli8IJanCe-in-
Z~ in an 8Z'04 southeast of elm tai, hoVB~r, DO oontact vas made 
wJ.\b .... 

,,-.--IIt.ll maj or operatioa t)lat, the Eagle Squadrotl pa.rt :led in, in its new 
:,~"'·~""i..p. ~ tl¥J BapmUc of K01'8a ozpa ~ 4 tbru 

ti S abe4 blocJd.ng poa1;t10D11 alaag • tIl/RClt Marine 
\"Dd~ aDd coDi!u.cted 1"EtOODD8;18s~e operations in the aI'84 bat ~a1led to 10-

~eJV torces . 

The soooll1 major operation, THUNDER DRAGON, commenced on 17 May. Along with 
the 1UJ{ Marines the SqUlldron continued reconno.1s~ance-in-force oporati:ons am 
occup:l.ed selected blocldng positions in tho area ot oporation. About midday on 
20 April, E Troop was approaching a sDall village when it began receiving 
beav,y automatic weapons tire and rifle grenades. It was during this aotion 
that Privnw Firat Class J oseph P. Tamho:1a tirst oJq>eriencod the taste of co&­
bat. Privnte First Class T~ia was a medic assigned to E Troop when the ini­
tial burst ot enoIW tire wounded sewra.l men in his platoon. With complete 
disregard t or his own safoty Private Tnmboia left the s afety of his armored 
vehiole and r an to the aid ot his stricken comrodes. He repeatedly exposed him­
selt to intense ene~ fire as he movod to treat the wounded • . As' the en~ fire . 
increased in volume, Private Tamboia noticed that the I:l8.chine gunner, who had 
been providing suppressive tire for friendly forces, was wounded. Without 
hesitation, Private First Class TElI!1boia grabbed tho DlllCh1ne gun and f i red at 
the insurgent position from which the accurate en~ fire CnDO until i t wns 
silenced. Troop E, orushing the ene~ r esistanoe , cont inued 011 its mission and 
later in the day it again received heavy fire f rora another enelll¥ emplacement. 
Another caval.rym.an 'Was wounded and Private First Clnss Tamboia. again moved 
unf'alter1ngl1 through a bail of bullets to render aid. Priva.te First CIllSS 
Tamboia was awarded the Silver Star for his gallant actions. 

Another Significant action occurred on 22 May 1967 as elements of the 2d Squad­
ron approached a village seuth of ehu Lai, The well-intren0l'ted Viet Cong 
waited until the AIOOrican force wa.s at point-blank range betore they openoo fire 
with automntic wea.pons and grenades. Assaulting :immediately, the US troopers 
oapt\11"8d three three trenches on the northern edge of town. With the vi1la.ge 
enoircled by other elements of the SqUadron, air strikes and artillery vere 
concontrated on the area. A.tter the BIIloke h£Id c1elll."ed, a. search of the village 
reveol.ed seven trenches and t1f'ty bunkors destroyed. Fifteen tons of rice 
were dostro~ and ten of t he eneI:l1 were killed in action. 

Throti ~ later a torwrd tire base oans undor an unexpected mortar attaok. 
Sargeant Wendle C. Davis, D. morto.rman with F Troop, lett his position of safe­
t y inside an armored personnel carrier and rushed through the incoming mortar 



tin to his own i:lortGr post tion He iI:lD3di~te~ bog(lll to tire rounds toward 
81I8JIBcsted enem;y pas ana. ~ergoant DaviS I excoptioneJ. exeqile spurrod .other 
~ to join • lJpcm acertrdning that hEJ bad allell-organized orew 1"9-

tumini tho enm:r;y f'1ro , Sergannt Davis run across an open area to 1lOll a 
caJ.1bar SO mnchinogun with which to place fire ago..1nst onemy small orms· posi­
tions that wore sUpplamonting the enq' nortar tiro. In the procoss he wns 
mortallt wounded. 

Captain Donald A. Burns, co~ing 'troop, received V01'd ot tho 81lam;J at­
taCk on tbe tire base ODd nabe4 1l1s force to tbB scone c4- the bntUS. Once 
in tlxt :ttle aroa, CaP~·a.- stOod on top t4 lds pe:teonnol oarrier in 
~ to ctUect 111& foHetl aidnSt tba ensmy. DaatroJ1D&o 'lbe eJl81lll forces 
oloeost to the bal.eagaored. ct.1:Ip, , Troop c~nt:f.DiLed thG a-\tnck to destroy mv 
8ne1117 ~ s sU:ll. l'RJ!I8,1nfDf in tho uea. NeorJng the tiaae of l\ h:Jl1 not tar 
frCD the small AmBricOll camp, F 'lI'ooJ» once again came ubI1er heav enomy firo. 
Wi1'J1Ou.t delq Captain Bu.rDs dopJ.o.vef his troop and routed tho onOllW'. During 
tho battle Captain Burns cont1.nnnJl;y exposed himJalt to enemy f ire in order to 
cn1J. :In artil1017 and 1'lt.lJ:y his troops. His daring ef.fort W8 an emmpl e to 
his nan and oontrfbuted substanti a.J.ly' to too success of the mission. Captain 
Bums and Sorgeant Davis verc aw.rdad the Silver Star for this action which 
rosulted in thirty-five enomy soldiers killed. This battle saw the t o:rcino.­
tion o£ operation THUNDER DRAGOn wXI. f or t he reJDLlinder of May and the early' 
part c4 J uno the Squadron partomed much needed maintODQJ1CO on its equipmnt 
and in 1mi t areas. 

On 19 J1D1e t ho Squadron vc.s given t ho mission to r.lOW into an area. which had 
boen a l ong t ime Viet Cong stronghold. As suspocted, t he arE)£!. vas hoavily 
~ned and tho Squadron lost ono tank and tvo ar.mored cavnlr,y assault vehicles 
(ACAV) a.s it we restricted to a singlo route into the area. The Viot Cong 
1t.1thdrew into the mountains without choosing to f i ght but they lett behind 
nuceroua z:d,nes I bunkers and booby-traps. No further contact vas riuldo during 
t ho r.lonth of June. 

During tho mon:th of July the Squadron participated in ane IJIljor operation, 
"Operation LION", which oxtended froll the 4th thru the 9th. The $qu..1.dron con­
ducted this oporation vi th E Troop, H Compo.n;y (minUS one platoon), and 1 Pla­
toon from C Company, 4131.st InfLlIltry. Moving on 4 July at (fIOO f'rom the Base 
Camp located at Chu Lei to Phuoc Thien, the Squadron sOC'UrE>d a. Landing Zone fo·r 
C/4/31 Infantry. After all task force elements were united, they J!1ovod out in­
to Area of Operation LION ror a. reconnaissance-in-foroe mission. E Troop was 
usod as tho sweping element while H Company was usod majnJy as a heavy fire 
support eleI:lent. Tho Infantry worked in conjunction \11th E Troop ll.B thoy were 
conducting dismounted patrols into suspected enemy villagos and nth H Company 
to provide close in security for tho Comp~ls tanks. 

The mjor enOIlllY contact of Operation LION came on 6 July. After an air strike 
on t he village of Nam Yen, w~ nunel'OUB snipers had been reported, the task 
force olements sUlToundoo. the area and cOJJmiOnoed. a search of the village. 
Twelve Viet Cong 'Were killed and ono PCM vas £!.pprohemoci as they tried t o es­
ca.pe. lneJJY' documents wore also captured which providod vo.luable information 
concerning tho Viet Cong tactics in tho local district. 
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Durma the rm~_' ~~;l\l'J:1JIIt operaUon W%7 Uttlo contact w.s l'lQda 111 th the 
enemr al~ o~ Olld ttmnels wore r ound which Ere 4ca-
troJ8d. 'l'h8 units beh:lnd to harass the task £ 01'C'O oleDmte, 
but:U1e8 8~ killed or torced tron tho area UDder ri].8Ilt;l.ess 
pl'08l1lU"O tram; Of the Eaglo Squadron. 

The primary mission tor the 2d Squadron vas to satoguard and keep open the 
.roc.d to s~ Ffro Support BIlBO PQDthor. Sinco thoro was only one route into 
t he base, t hO confident enomy found it oasy to attack the security elements 
which hIld the mission of keeping tho road clear 24 hours a. dBJ7. Tho socuring of 
tbo road vas accomplished by tlobi1e patrols which used ta.nks and Armored Ca.val­
ry Assa.u1t Vehicles. By the Qth of Auguat the Viet Cong had been deniod easy 
a.ocoss to t he road area and the convoys could novo without being harassed. On 
the 9th of August the operation tcminated at 2000 h<;>urB aftor the Sql.Uldron 
escortod the 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery £roll PnntllElr to Clm Lai~ 

Af'tcr a brief maintenance break, tho socond J:lB.jor oporation, BENTON, commenced 
on 12 August. The cain mission lIaS to secure tho squadron portion of tOO Chu 
La! Defense Command porir,pter and assuce responsibi11t,y for the' l/14th Infantr,y 
Blld 2/1st Infan'trJ tactica.l area of Dspons1b1lity w.ho.ro patrols and 
roconnaissanco-1n...torce operations had to be cooducted. EnOll\Y contact during 
this opera.tion was limited to one squad size onbush and one i solated sniping 
inoident. On 24 August Lietttenont Colono1 Ger1and R. ~paddon assumed 
COIl1rumd of tho Eagle Squadron and on 31 August operction BENTON torm.1.nated. 

During 1-12 Septonber, Troops G ruld F were under t 16 OPOTll.tiOnoJ.. control o£ 
intantr,y battalions of tho 196th Light Infantry Brigade while platoons from H 
ColllpOllY' and E Troop porformed various mssions for other brigade elements. On 
12 September the Squadron moved north from Chu La! to Tam Ky t o partici pate in 
Operation GOLDEN ROSE. This was the fust opportunity the Eaglo Squadron had 
to work as 0. unit o.nd. it was during this op ration tnat the enaJIG' gained his 
first real taste of what a Cavalry Squadron could do . 

For this operation the Squadron was njnua "platoon tron E Troop but ~oe;i.v-
ed operational. control of A Troop, 17th Cs; , lOlst Airborno Brigade. The 
Squadron m asion was , "Secure the 9th Engineer BattoJ.ion (ml(}) work parties 
along Highw8y 1 and be prepared to reliave t bo 5th W Marines in the Tam Ky 
area." 

The Squadron l!lOwd north ot Tam Ky to Hill 2!J to establ1sh an operational 
baso secured by G Troop, H Company, Hov1tzoJ' Bat ter.1. ond Haadquorters Tl-oop 
(-) . F Troop moved north of Hill ~ to Hill 10 to secure C· CompllD7, 9th 
Engineers (USKl) vhp.e E Troop and A Troop scoured the forward support base 
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RePf'Oduald at the NaIki!aI 

and Province Hoadqu.a.rtora at Ta.t1 Ky. With those oo.ses astablished the Squad­
ron bogan to conduct roconnaissance-in .. force r.lissions t oward the mOlUltains to 
tho Vest and along the groa.t sllIldy aTCe.. between Highw~ I and tho South ChiDa 
Soa an the East. Although there were no.ny r i ce paddies throughout tho e.rGa 
of ope tion t hey did verr Ii ttlo to slow the movcnent of the SqU£l.d1"On fS 

o.rmorod V$j.cles. Rolling hills and nUI:lOrcus open areas providod: a ~ 
a.dV8n:~.go to the IIib~ and ~g range fi,reM;pO\lOr of the cavalry. This VD.S 
an dlbantage tho North V'!.~e Army units in the area unciores'tf1Dnted. 

Little oontact wns J:lOde With ene~ forces until Sunday, 24 Septetiber when F 
Troop, on a. special area sweop, surprised a North Vietnamese Al"IDY' reconnaissance 
c~ northwest of Hill 29 at a. village ca.lled Quy My. The onemy, in their 
well entrenched positions, hod no route of esca.pe so they elected to fight to 
tho last I:lBll from the .hedgerows and s tone houses which provided natural forti­
fication for the village . F Troop was joined by G Troop and with tba support 
of Howitzer Battery the s t age was sot f or the violonce of an ermorod attack . 

. . 
It was not only conccntmted firepowor that tho enomy had to contend with but 
tho exceptioIllll gallantry displ~d by members of tho Squtldr on. Lieutenant 
Colonel. Garland R. McSpadden, wi th comple~ disregard for his own sa.foty, 
hovered above the embattled e.rea in his unarmed cormnand and control helioopter 
where ho could hotter di rect the movements of the ground clements who had 
become deCisively engaged. At night fall Lieutenant Colonel UcSpadden lando:! 
and spent t he night with his troops on the ground as the battle continued wittl 
haras sing enemy f iro and mortar attacks~ Captain William W. Crouch, F Troop, 
and Captain .Ton D. Collins, G Troop, doployod their clements with professional 
skill, disregarding their own safety, to overcome tho enemy_ 'For extraordinary 
heroism those leaders W0ro awarded the Silvor Star. 

Courage was also displayed by Captain Roderick C. Heath, Squadron Aviation 
Scction Leader, who flew his observation helicopter ~t altitudcB which were in 
easy reach of hostile fire. Ignoring his own safety, he continUc.'l.lly flew his 
aircraft at low nltitudes over the scone of the battle t o enable t he Squadron 
Connanderto closely coordinate friendly fire . For his bravery, Capt Qin Heath 
received the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

The Nation's second highest award for heroisn was particul~ly appropria te for 
Specialist Four Joseph l-f. ThoIl1<.l.s who, at tho cost of his life, went to the aid 
of three wounded conroocs. With bullets striking all around hin, he rcrnr'lined 
in the open to treat the casualties and move them to safety • . Upon receiving 
intense fire fron an ener.Jy bunker, SpeCialist Thomas stood up in the midst of . 
the f ire fight and fearlessly a.ssaultcd the cneny bunker a10no. Firing lethal 
bursts as he ran into tho face of the enemy woapons, he reached the fortifica­
tion and destroyed it with grenades and rifle fire, killing threo enemy sol­
diers. It was this gallant action that merited Specialist Thomas the 
Distinguished Service Cross, 

On 28 Septomber, the NVA again felt the wrath of the 2d Squadron. As Major 
Philip Larkin, Squadron S- 3, and Captain Hoath were conducting an aeri al. 
obeervntion mission for n swoep force consisting of G Troop and H Company, 
they spot ted 30 t rees moving west, a 'clos er look revoaled the trees to be 30 
NV.(l :in green uniforms with canouf'lnge tiod to t heir backs . Immedia.tely, 
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_"~'3 aD4 9C)Im tank tl.re wore directed upon tho enacy. As the eneI:IY fled 
;~"'.~:oII~~ gava chase ill \lhat vas termed to be a classic armor movement-
1I8Ia on l1ne. With SUQh a .force :in pursuit. the onomy COtJt'lOMer lost control 
~ hi'S woopt and 28 of them \lere killed, :3 \lore taken prisoner. It was in 
this Aotion tllat Captain John A. Kerr, squadron aviator, displayed her oiSl!l 
vh:Ue in aerial flight. When he detected s everal oneJIGT flooing f rom the on 
~ tatJks Capt$ K f low his unarmod ~23G cdL1mand and control OOli-
c~ into their Plltb and with fu, troIl his passenger's personal. weapon di­
ve~ tham. toward t bB pursuing armored vehicles. One lone ene~ broko from 
tho IJ"oup Olld continued to flee.. Captain Kerr made on extremelY l ow pass of 
20 t owr t he insurgent, .forcing hiJ:l to the ground. He held the enomy sol-
dif«' t hat position. bf hovering directly owr hir:l, until ground forces 
llpprehoXidod tho soldier. For his horoic o..ctions. am h1gh1y Coopotellt flying 
ab:U.fzt7, Oap'bain Kerr was awardOd the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Tho 2nd Squadron continuod Operation GOWEN ROOE until. it was relieved by 1st 
Squadron, 1st Cavalry on 13 Octooor. On 12 October , tho first elements of t he 
Squodron moved to Ohu Lni to prepare for return t o Blackhorse Base Camp. The 
IJove was again conduct ed by Navy !ST with tho advance party travoling to 
Blaakhorso b,y 0130 aircraft. The Squadr on cl osed Blackhorse Baso CQmp on 23 
October a:t'ter conduct ing 5 troop-s i zed tact ical road. marohes from t he Long Binh 
stagingaroa near Saigon. 

2nd Squadron had experienced a major personnel turnovor while it was at Cha 
tai, therefore, a comprehensive training program was conducted by oach troop 
as 0.,,'1 introduction to r.tovonent in jtUlglc terrain. . 

During tho period 24 October to 31 October the Squadron conducted troop-sized 
missions in conjunction with operation KITTY HAWK. A n~jor effort vns also 
mado to rebuild the Squadron base camp area which had deteriorated consider­
ably during the r.tonths tho Squ~ldron W::J.S lip north. 

Operation KITTY HAWK was 2nd Squadron's r.urln m.ssion throughout the r.lonth of 
NQvenber. Escorts were provided for nightly c:onvoys botweon Blc1.ckhorse and. 
Long Binh and security wns provided for engiLeer work parties in the area. No 
substantial. contact was !:lade 'With the enemy ot her than harassront fron 
snipers and mining incidents. 

Second Squaaron vas released fron operation KITTY HAWK on 4 Deconber and on 6 
Dooenbor the squo.dron noved froIl Blackhorse BasD Car.Ip up Highw<!y 13 to a road 
wh5.ch ran between Ben Cat and Phuoc Vinh. Its nission wus to socu.rc tho road, 
in COl1jlU1ction with 1st Squadron, to enable olencnts of the lOlst Airborne 
Division to DOve into their now base canp at Phuuc Vinh. Dtlring this operation, 
vhich was naned QUlCKSILVER, eight Troop-Size &id four platoon-size reconnais­
sanoe op~rations were conducted in tho areas adjacent to the road being socur­
ed. Although these operations did not result in enecy contact, they denied 
the enemy treedoll of novemcnt and l:i.r>.i ted his access to tho area. On 21 
Deo8ober, the 2d Squadron terr.linatod Operation QUICKSILVER and r.loved farther 
north to Lac Ninh to participate in Operation FARGO. Second Squadron was 
welcoIaOO. into its nev area. of oporation by a mortar attack the night after 
at"rival at Loc Ninh. This was a good indication t hat hunting was going to be 
good in an area that had boen a l~ng tino Comnunist s t ronghold. Upon arrival 
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eA6i:ve pos;Ltions and con­
until 28 Dooember 

A. major Si·mmon-~II.!- JIj(~nn~ESson(~;m...·f'O~l"OO 0 on vas conducted on 
29-30 DecEdllber. the QDemy ill With ~be Squadron. He daoid-
od to lItdt ~ he could fight the nth M:morod Cava.lry on his 
~ 


