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The years 1966 and 1967 were important ones to the 919th Enginser
Compeny (ﬁmored). During this period, the unit was activated, trained
and deployed to Vietnam where they gained experience, began bullding an
impressive tecord of achlevemsnts, and provided effective armored engineer
support to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 1968 was no exception for
the herd wérking "Red Devils", The increased hcatilities initisted by the
Viet 0‘0@"3 abortive TET Offensive of late Jamuary and early Februery 1968
and the ensuing actions of a beleagured enemy throughout the year could not
stop the unit from continuing its mission. Relying on past exmerience,
expert leadership, and the valiant efforts of its men, the unit was eble
to insure that its task was carried out under all conditions,

With a change of TOE struoture fram 5-7D to 5-157G in October 1968,
the unit increased its capabilities and potential to provide ~r~ored engineer
support to the 11th ACR, The additional men and equipment widened the scove
of operations that the unit could undertake,

Being the only unit of its type in Vietnam has placed the 919th Ingineers
in the prestigious position of writing the book on the operation of an
armored engineer compeny in a counter-insurgency type enviromment. In
eddition, the Army hos used the unit es a proving ground to check the
effectiveness of new items of equipment.

The unit hes coveved the depth and breadth of III CTZ during the pest
year, participating in all major tactical ormerations conducted by the Regiment
The unit experienced many successes and achievements along with the neny
problems inherent to combat overetions. They were frecuently called upon
to render assistance with their wide array of armament during combat oper.
ations. Their effectiveness as engineers first and cavalrymen second was
put to the test upon many occasions with a high degree of successful missions
to their credit and a low percentege of resultant cesualties.

Through the diligent efforts of ecch member of the unit, snother proud
page can be added to the history of the 919th Fngineer Compony (Armored).
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The begﬂmln? days of the new year, 1968, found the 91%5th
iingineer Company (Armored) on Operation Farge with the 11th

Armored Cavalry Regiment. The companys forward CP was set up

in the zdddls of a large rubber plantation adjacent to the

Loc Ninh Special Forces Camp at XU737034. The missions of the
company were to keep Mational Higlway 13 clear of enenyy mines

each day and to continue to improve the Regimental Lsager Positious,

- The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Flatoons cembined their efforts on the
' clearing mission

their organit armored wshicles and

mine sweop teams to olsar 2,,000 meters of road each day. Defensive
bunkers, helicopter revetmsats and perimeter defensive wire and
earth berms were emplaced by the unit.

Construction Effort :
1. XIBO%«? % 200X2001 chain saw-demo
2. XU22863, CP 4 acres roms plow
3. XUs012 CP 3 acres ML8A3 tank dozer -
he XT686999 cP 4 acras roms plow
5. LTP68L996 Fields of Fire 1000'X1000¢ chain saw
6. XT835362 Fields of Fire 4 acres tank doger
7s XU737084 Aircraft revetments six mBA1
8. XU7308 karth berm 10t x5000m p7s
9. AUT27029 Laterite Pit 10,000 yds. excavation
10.XU76290 7= Jungle clearing 950 acres roms plow
07345073

11.XU7308 Bunkere 10'x10'x8* sandbags~lumber
12.XU7308 Triple standard 4000m, Zngr. plat.
13.XU7308 concertina

Peneprine 1,200 gal. Org. equip.

14.Mines-ses Annex A

Barly an the morning of 28 January 1968 the Regiment
received a warning order to prepare for a move to Bien Hog/Saigon
RVN, to help counter an expected enemy attack on the major
installations in the area. Little was known of the sise or ferocity
of the Bnemies'! impending attack. All gear was packed and a road
march of 12 hours was conducted to get to the new location, The
unit arrived at their defensive positions under a hail of enemy
rocket and mortar attacks and automatic weapons fire. The Regiment
Headquarters set up adjacent to II Field Force Headquarters while
the 1at and 2nd Squadrons deployed their units to Ton Son MNhut AFB,
Lai Khe and Quan loi. The 3rd Squadron set up dofensive positions
at III Corps ARVN Headquartsrs, tlme FO4 camp near long Binh and an

area near Bien Hos with the 101st Airdborne Infantry Division., The
919th BEngineer Co. (Armored) detached its Rlatoons in support
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of their respective squadrons, The resultant TET Offensive, a large-scale,
coordinated attack upon instellations end population centers throughout South
Vietnam, was.a ccmpletely new tactic of the ememy, The 919th Engineers
participated ,w} the Regiment.in its.successful-defehse and counter-attabk
upon the eremy, or thelg .getions, the unit wvas swarded the Presidentirl:.
Valoroua Unit Cftdtion -8R, asaigned ‘ugit of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiw,
ment, In addition, 3} .~mmonn Iécqlvad the ertnamese Cross of Ga,llantrv

For a six-dey period,-thd tac cal sitﬁatien was acuta, FElements 1ere '
ghifted from avea to grea rowting thesenemy. ..0n-29 Jan b8, the campany CP - *
and 18t Platoon moved to WIDOWS. VILIAGE an area directly across from IT
Field Force Hesdduarters on Hatiénal ‘Highway s1,...Thev quickly emploved 3,000
meters of triple standard concertina wire to provide defensive wires for
Regimental Headquarters MNight Defensive Positions and for elements of the
18t Squadron,

The 3rd Squodron ‘remained OPCON to the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cevalry
Regiment in an area north of Bien Hoa along the Dong Nai River and the 2nd
Platoon destroved 50 enemy fortifications in conjunction witb the. .operation.
With a new phase of Viet Cong terror menscing III CTZ, the Allies-déuntered
by stepping up thelr tacties in an effort to holt the enemy. from meking
another large attack. Operation QUYET THANG was designed to more effectively
engege the enemy and provide protection for the civilien population, In a
cdombined effort, all commends in III CTZ set up blocking forces providing a
ring around Sailgon to the Combodion Border, and then conducted reconnaiss-nce
in force operations. The 919th Engineer Company (Armored) participcted and
played an important role in the successful outcome of the oner~tion, The
Company CP remoined at Bien Hoe with Regimental Headoucrters,

The first platoon returncd to Base Camp to support the 1st Souadron on
3 Mar 68, They found and destrcyed seven anti-tonk mines on N.tional Highwa-r
72 between Xuan loc and Blac}'horse. The platoon emplaced a 60":z40!' culvert
at XS8437915 and continued to improve Bluockhoirse Base Comp br giving technical
advice and ossistance to the 1st Scradron,

On 3 Mar 68, the 2nd Platoon road-marched with the 3xd Squ~dron, 11th ACR,
through Saigon and set up o Squadron lacger vosition nezr Duc Hoe. Vorking
with 25th ARVN Division for a period of 42-duays, the Squ-dron suvccessfully

stopped two regiments of VC/MVA from entcring Scigon, XAt the end of the
opcration, over 500 onemy had been killed, The 2ad Platoon perticipeted

in ezch of the reconncissance in forecc oncrations, and destroyed over 1,500
encmy fortifications, The 3rd Platoon continued to provide engineer
support to the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Covalrv Regiment, in the "Iron
Triangle", They searched and destroved over ono~hundred bunkers and
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15 feot of tunnel complexes. On 17 March 1968, the 3rd Pl:toon supervised one
of the lorgest river crossings in Vietnrm, Using LCM "ile" boats and class 60
tacticel rofts, the platoon crossed over 150 wohicles on the Dong M-i River,

A high degree of enemy -iovamcent of surplics ond moterial +as detected b
intolligonce channels in the northern III CTZ nocr tho Cambodion Border, A
suspected VC/NVA road notwork had beon sighted by Air Force reconncissonce
aircraft. On the 15th of April, Regimentel Hezdou>rters, 1st and 2nd Sou-drons,
and the 919th Engineer Compony moved into tho Bong Song - Song Be Area of
IIT CTZ with the mission of locating this suspected rood notwork and sunrly
storage arca. 4 23-hour road march brought the units to their first NDP at
Bernard Special Forcas Comp. Tho move involved a grect ongineer effort as
most of the area hod not becn travelled in 15 yecrs., Aftor a comnlete reconn-
alssance by ailr and photo-interpretation of the route, it wns decided that
the move could be accomplished, zlthough the rocd had numerous croters and
mony destroved bridges along the route, Therc also remsined the possibilitw
of encmy mines and booby traps, The 2nd Platoon joined the lecd elemeonts
at midnight on the 14th of Ifhwrch, sweeping the road from Hlockhorse bv the
lights of their wohicles,

The march was uncventful until they recched Phuoc Vinh., Thore = concrete
bridge had been dostroved. 1 bypiss was constructed, using the Bull Dorer
D7-E, The surrounding country bceoiie moro desol:te ~s the units continved to
advance, 1st and 2nd Platoons proparced launching sites for two AVLB's using
thoir organic M4BA3 tank dozer. By the time the elements reached their first
NDP, 130 miles had been travelled over a route thot hod not seen use in o
decade, ‘

After setting up defonsive nositions along the route, the Regiment con~
ducted reconnaissance in force opercotions to locato ond destroy enomy surply
arcas and interdict tho suspected rond nectvork, Mumorous bose coamps were
encountered in the arca, ond elements of the 919th Enginecrs destroved over
300 enemy fortificcotions, 1st Plotoon moved further north with the 1st
Soucdron where they constructed 14 additionzl cressing sitos, using their
M,8A3 tank doger ond AVLB,

After seven days of operction in the area, the operction had to be dis-
continued as renorts werc coming in that the Viet Cong werc preooring a
sccond offensive on the citics of Vietnom., The 3rd Squndron and 2nd Platoon
retraced the route which they had token and returned to Phu Loi. The 1st
Squadron and the 1st Plotoon meanwhile entered Wor Zone D at Don Xoi, contin-
ucd through the abandoned French comp of Roang Rong, hoping to cross the Dong
N¥oi River and effectively cut off the Viet Cong from the northecst of lLong
Binh, Although the oper-tion ended before the crca could be fully exvloited,
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#the ability of tho 919th Engincers to provide safe and sure cccess to eny
corner of III CTZ had once agoin boon proved.

With tho shift of Regimontal operctions back to the Saigon/Bien Hoa area
during the first part of bday, this unit began to casume 2 more important role
in thoe vor effort, Tho Viet Cong were cgrin trying to enter Szigon in an
effort to couse as much havoe and destruction os poassible and to influence
recent attempts ot peaco negotintions, 3rd Squadron became OPCON to the 25th
ond 9th Infantry Divisions ond alternated its area of operations between Cu
Chi and Mational Highway #1, south of Saigon. It wns a period of continuous
nobility as thoy did not remain in any location for more than a fow days,

- 2nd Platoon cleared large arecs of roadway betweon Saigon and Tay Minh City.
Working with olomonts of tho 65th Engineors Bn (C) and the 588th Engincer
Bn, a daily mine swoep wcs conducted ovor the route of 60 kilometers to
clear troffic by 1000 hours every day, Eleven encmy mines were detected
and destroyed. The SR wns able to handle traffic without fesr of inter-
diction of its logisticnl convoys. The Platoon continued its constructive
offorts to improve night defensive positions.

18t Flatoon cond elements of tho 1st Squodron had an aron of overctions
south of Cu Chi. Tho platoon cmplaced 210 vehicle fighting vositions using
thoir organic D7-E dozer and }4842C tank dozor, The platoon cleared 17,450
meters of road, finding and destroying four anti-tank mines, The platoon
provided routes to inaccessiblo orccs by cmplacing seven sites for AVLB's.

On 25 Jun 68, tho 1st Squodron rood-marched to the "Iron Triongle" region

of III CTZ, Tho platoon found and destroyed throe anti-t-nk mincs, The
Plztoon continuod to oporato in the Phuoc Vinh -~ Lail Khe "Iron Triangle"
arca to interdict Viet Cong routes of infiltration ond loc.to enemv suprly
caches, On 7 Jul 68, cn ACAV from the 1st Pl-toon hit a mine while on its
woy to 2 night cmbush position., Thore were no casunltios, On the 16th of ;
July, tho Squ-dron moved to loc Minh to conduct reconn-issance in force :
operctions, 1st Platoon was rosponsible for preprring night defensive poaitions
to include wchiclo fighting positions ond b-rriers of conertina wire, Thoy
emplaced 1,900 meters of wire and 270 vehicle fighting positions,

The 3rd Platoon wos located at Blackhorse Bose Comp and provided direct
englineer support to the 2nd Squadron., The rriority mission of the platoon
was to conduct m ne swoep operctions botween Xuan Loc ond Blackhorse., On
15 May 68, the platoon was on a RIF with E Troop, southenst of Base Comp, An
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ACAV from the platoon was fired upon bv an entrenched enemy. The anti-

tank rocket ceused modeérate injuries to seven individuals, The resulting
firefight and successful outcome was due in part to the platoon's expert
reaction to the situation, By laying down an immediate base of fire and
keeping the enemy pinned down, men from the other two ACAV's immediatel-
began caring for the wounded while others advanced to rout the enemy,

Their cool handling of the situation undoubtedly saved more injuries.

While stationed at Base Camp, the platoon rendered advice and assistance

to the engineer construction effort.

The 14th of June saw operations in the Hichelin Rubber Flantation and
Iron Triangle conducted by the 2nd Platoon, which moved out with the 3rd
Squcdron, The purpose of this operation was to stem the amount of enem~
activity in that arca., They cleared 3,200 meters of road, rroncred two
AVLB sites, and located three anti-tank mines.

The 2nd Platooa replaced the 3rd Platoon at Blackhorse on 12 June 1968,
They located and destroved 26 anti-tank mines, constructed 18 20X60 troop
billets and two buildings for the Rcgimentsl Training School. During the
months of Junc ond July, the 1st and 2nd Platoons supportcd their resrective
squadrons in the Iron Triangle - Phuoc Vinh - Ton Uyen Arex, On 2 joiat
oporation with the 1st Infantry Division, the Rogiwent pacified scveral
villages previouslv dominnted br strong Viet Cong infrastructurc., The
nethod omployod to rout the Vict Cong was to cordo: and scarch cach villege.
This unit's mission, part of a coordinated civil ~ction progrcm, was targetted
on winung the hearts ond minds of the people which included building schools,
dispecnsarics, improving rocds, and bottoring forming ormer tions of the
villagers, The $19th Eagincers constructed three schools, onc dismensery,
and improved five ncres of new rice paddics at Binh My, Binh Co, ond Ton
Binh,

On 1 August 1968, thc 1st Pl-toon moved back to Blackhorsc., Vhile the
platooa was at home station, they assumed micswecping respoasibilitics for
the road between Blackhorse ond Xu-n Loe, Durizg this neriod, thev loceted
ad destrowed sove:n anti~tonk miaes, Onhe of the pl:toon's squcds wos attnched
to A Troop for on operation cast of Blackhorsc, Thev were cngged in clearing
londing zones and bridgo sites, Thoy prepared onc ford sito with cxplosives
o their roturn to Blackhorse.

On 13 Scptember, the 1st Platoor~ moved to Phu Loi with the 1st Squ-dron.
They operated therc until 18 October when thev moved to the vicinity of Nor-
mady I necr Bien Hoo, The pl-toon worked out of varions fire suprort bascs
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# clong Routc Zinc and Phu Ioi wntil 14 Soptombor when tho plotoon moved to

Tan Son Mhut AFB, Tho platoon obtzined o Combat Engincer Vohiclo, os did
tho 3rd Platoon to roplacc their tnk dozer. The platoon condueted minc-
swoop operatias nonr Phu Loi. On 19 Octobor, o Chincsc cl-ymore mine w-s
dotoncted, rosulting in 1 KIA and 2 WIA,

Tho 3rd Pl:toon moved to Loc Minh on 3 fugust. Ulhile 2t loc Minh, the
platoon clearcd 5,000 squore motors of rubbor trecs, On 8 Mvpgust, they
moved to An Loc to conduct mincswocp oporntions with 1st Enginocr Bettolion,
A 48" culvert and eleven 50'X20' holipad ruvotmonts wore also constructed.
Tho platoon recturncd to Loc Minh on 6 Soptember to clenr - 50X100 moter
anti-porsonncl minoficld, A flame trock was used to burn off the arca first
and thon the CEV with its bladc loworod scrapod off the minos without cn-
sualtics. The Platoon rcturnod to Blackhorsc on 15 September to contiaue
minoswocp oporstions ~»d the construction offort, The Platoon locrted 14
mines, installod 5,600 meters of concertina on Route 2, nnd built an obser-
vation bunker on Banann Hill adjaccent to Baso Camp. Tho CEV wos uscd to
remove a UH-1D helieopter from 2 gorgo ncor Cam My,

On 2 Octobor 1968, thc 919th Engincer Comp-ny undorwent o TOE change
from 5-7D to MTOE 5-127G. Tho offoctivoncss of the unit had been hempered
bocause of the lack of ongincor type cquipment and personncl troined to
oporato them., The changc basically added morce hc:idaounrtors norsonncl to
includo 2 recomcissance team, additionsl mainton-nec personnel, 3 AVLB's,
o CEV gcction, 3 water supply points, threo 10-ton troctors and tr-oilers,
four buckct locders, a ro-d grader, and additionsl persomnel with o full
complamont of oquipmont forming anothor lince pl-otoon, The advanteges of this
chongo begon to bo folt immodictely as the unit ~couired the coudpment ond
poersonncl,

st Platoon provided dircet surport the 1st Squzdron, On 1 Novewber,
1st Platoon wns located at Tonr So: Nhut Air Bose with clements of the 1st
Squadron and provided general arca sccurity., VYhilc ot Ton Son Yhut, 1st
Plotoon constructed a mine barrior around the bridge at 7713096, This
congistced of threc lorge bunkers, 30-fecut long, overhe~d cover, tirber
construction, and two 40-foot tunncls thnt conncet the bunkcr complex,
These wero dostroyed with C-4 demolitions. Returniag from the mission,
thoir 2nd Squad trock hit 2 mine in the mdddlo of the colum. It was
an old minc that could not be sighted and wos 20 lbs 10 size., O 14 Yov-
omber, with & Troop agoin, the 1st Pl-toon discovercd omd destrored
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a tunnel complex, 30 to 40 tunnels, some running up to 100
meters long from XI' 690113 to X 705090. On November 15 the
First Flatoon moved up to Holiday Inn, with elements of the
First Souadron. They were at this location until 16 January
when they returned to Blackhorse Basecemp with the First Squadron.
While at Holiday Inn, the First Platoon was responsible for
clearing the road from Tan Uyen to Holiday Inn and Holiday Inn
to Clgymore Corners, During this time, they swept approximately
900 kilometers of roadway, clearing the roed of mines for
convoys eventually going to Phuoc Vinh, They found 8 anti-tank
mines and 2 anti-personnel mines during this period of time,

The First Flatoon constructed 3 observation towers at Binh Co
and with help of a dozer from company headquarters, constructed
a berm around the village for local defense. They also built

a 10 by 8 by 8 hooch for the village chief, and built a road
around the perimeter of both Holiday Inn and Binh Co. On 16
January, the First Platoon moved back into Blackhorse Basecamp
and assumed the minesweep responsibility to the junction of
Routes #1 and #2, with negative results. During the reporting
period, the First Platoon had the following casualties: 1 killed
in action, 17 wounded in action,

b, 2nd Platoon: UThe Second Platoon, 919th Engincer Company
(Armored) provided direct support for the Third Squedron, 11th
Armored Cavalry Rcgiment. On 1 November, the Second Platoon was
located at Holiday Inn where they stsgyed until they moved north
to FSB Jim on the 16th, They operated out of FSB Jim until 1
December when they went back to Blackhorse., On 21 November, they
found two mines at Xt 906428, One was a slapstick and the other
a tilt rod type dctonation, <They were plastic, 20 pounds and
removed for intelligonce purposes., On 26 Novemboer, the Second
Platoon found a basccemp at X&' 953407 consisting of 16 bunkers
6'X6'X,! with 3 feet of overhcad cover. Thoy were effcctively
destroyed using 8 1b, charges on top and blown down. The CEV
attached to the Second Platoon cleared ficlds of fire at the
Song Be Bridge and built up Fire Support Bascs MOSEBY, HAWK
and JIM, On 1 December, tho Second Flstoon moved back to Blackhorse
where they assumod the responsibility of swecping the roed from
Blackhorse to the junction of Routes #1 and #2. Thoy were in
Blackhorsc until 16 Janusry when they moved back to Holiday
Inn, While having the nineswcep at Blackhorse, there were negative
results, The Sccond Platoon went down to Cam My thrce scparate
tines and 5 kilometers down the Blackstono trail, all with
negative rosults., While at Home Station the Second Platoon
constructed a chapel for the Tthird Squadron and a Fire Direction
Control Bunker for tho Third How Battery., They also built a
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bunkor on top of Banana B§ll and a road leading up to it.

Since 15 January, the SccéagiliPlatoon has been at Holiday Inn
where thoy assumed the respthisibility of clcaring Route LfL

16 from Tan Uyen to Holidey Inn and from there to Claymoro Corn-
ers, With the help of a D7E Dozer and a grader from Company Hoad-
quarters, thoy bogan constructing rico paddies at Binh Co by
loveling and torracing tho arca around the local river for a civil
action project.

c¢. Third Platoon: 7The Third Platoon, 919th Engincer
Company (Armored) provided direct support for the Socond Squad-
ron 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, From 1 November to 1 Decembor
the Third Platoon was located at Blackhorsc Besccamp whero they
hed the primary responsibility for the minoswoop Blackhorsc to
the junction of Routes #1 and #2, Thoro wero negative rosults

during this time, When they were in basocamp during this timo, tho

Third Platoon constructed an adams Hut for the Rod Cross girls and
nursos of the 7th Surgical Hospital, Thoy also built a 20'X60'
conference room for the Second Squadron Heoadquartors., On 1
December the Third Platoon moved from Blackhorsc to Fire Support
Base Jim at XI' 880397, On 8 Docembor, thoy constructed a 25 ft,
obsorvation tower ct FSB Jim, Thoy also installed 6,000 mcters
of triple standard concortina wirc around FSB Jim, From 1 Dec-
ember to the end of 1968, thc Third Pletoon was rcsponsible for
sweeping the road from one kilomoteor south of Claymore Corners
to ono kilomoter south of the Song Be Bridge sitc at Phuoc Vinh,
They found two mincs which were blown in placec,

" DECLASSIFI

£D






