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Commanding Officer

1ith Armored Cavalry Regiment
ATTIN: AVIC-WE

AFO SF 96257

Section I: Significant Organigational/Unit Activities.

1. Introduction: During the reporting period slememts of ths 919th Eng=-
ineer Company (Armored) participatsed in Cperations "Adairsville", "Quyet
Thang® (Resolve to @Win), and "Toan Thang® (Total Victory), while providing
direct Combat Enginsar Support to elements of tha 1lth Armorad Cavalry
Regiment,

2, <{perations:

@ "AUAIRSVILLE": <ith the outbreak of the "TETT offensive on the
\,WII% armored Cavalry Regiment, and slements of the

919th snginesr Company (Arm red), movad into the Long Binh/f ien Hoa area

N

to rout the anemy forces and sscure the immsdiate aresa, Upon arrival the

Headquarters, 1lth amwmorsd Cavalry iegiment and First squadron moved into

an arsa called ™:idows Villaje", dirsctly accroas from I1 Field Foree,
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Long 3inh. Immoediately after moving into the arva the First :latoon, Y91%th
ngincer Company (Arm redj, <as given the nmission of putting in 3,00

nators of barrier matarial srounad "<idows Vi,llage" %consisting of one
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2. Opsrations: Continued.

8+ "ADAIHSVILLZ" Continued,
balt of triple standard concertina. The Second Squadron, llth Armored
Cavalry Regimmt, along with the Third Flatoon, 919th “ngineer Company,
moved into III Corps Headquarters in Disn Hoa, for security of Eisn Hoa
and Bien Hoa Air Base. The Third Flatoon, 919th Engineer Company (Arm-
ored), gave direct engineer supjort to ths Seeond Squadrom, 1lth Aymored
Cawalry Reglment, while running operation'3 Xorth of I'ien Hoa, along tim
Dong Nai River. The platoon built a;rroaches and supervised ons of the
largest assult river cros:ings to date on 17 March 1968, at YT041186,
The platoon supervised the crossing of soms 150 wehicles by the use of
"Miks" boats., The crossing was complstely successful, bringing both
track and whseled vehicles ac-ross the riwer. The Third Squedron, llth
Armored Cavalry Regiment, along with the Second Flatoon, 919th fnginser
Company (Armored), moved to the Long Bink aroa for security and operat—
ions sast of Long Binh and south of Highway I. The platoon participsted
in these oporations destroying somo 50 enemy fortifications. Zlements
of the 919th inginesr Company (Armored), gave their continueing combat
su. jort on oreration "Adairsville”, while participating in Reconassiance

in Force Cperations.

be "LUIET THANG® (Resolve to ain): (m 3 March 19(8, the Third Sguad=
ron, along with the Second ilatoon, 919th -ngineer Campany (Armored),
moved sest of Saigon to Vinh loc and then furthsr west to Duc iios, to
support the 25th ARVH Division, During regconaissiance in Forece (perat~
ions the platoon searched and dcatm;:sd e.w conplaoxes and daatroyed
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2+ Oparations: Continusd,

be "QUYLT THANG® (Resolve to Win): Continued,
over 1500 enemy fortifications, The ;latoon also recisved the nission
of supervising the digging in of vehicles and to build helicopter revet-
ments, (3ee lessons Learned: Kxpedient Airoraft Revetmnts). During
ths Reconaissance in Force Gperations the platoon participated in two
enemy encountsrs on the 16th and 28th of Harch, The platoon brought
continucus suppresivs fire on the enemy with nagative cauvsualties., Dur-
ing this period the Third Matoon, 919th Engineor Company (Armored), with
the 3econd Squadron, llth Armored Cavalry Regimsnt, were on operations
in the Iron Triangle. The Flatoon ssarched and destroyed 100 enemy bunke
ars and 115 faet of tunnel complaxss, ddith the canditions of roads in
the "“Iron Triangle" the platoon prepared and supervised the leunching of
Armorsd Vehiicle Launched Bridges at soms 30 sites., :iith the mission of
the First squadron at this time baing Base (Camp security and rsconassiance
in force operations in the immediate area of Blackhorse Base Camp, The
First Matoon, 919th “ngineer Company (Armored), during this period,
conducted mins sweaping overations south of Plackhorse Base Camp, in the
vicinity of Cam My. The platoon found seven (7) Anti-tank Xines, which
they destroyed. The road and culvsrts between Plackhorse Hase Camp and

Cam iy were reraired,

o M"TUAN HAIG®: On 15 Arril 1968, the s :dnuartars, First and
s:cond squadrons, and elements of the S19th sngineor Conpany (armored),

aoved o ¢onduct an operation in the jong Be arsi., This operation being
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2. Uperations: Continued.

Co TOAN THANG": Continued.
wiqus, because 758 of the route from Phous Vinh to the Regimental Jump
CP (BOONARD), in the Sang Be area, had not been traveled in more than
fiftesn (15) years. The mission of the 919th inginser Company (Armored),
was to move the elements of the 1lith Armored Cavalry Regimsnt in with
speed, and still gain an elemnt of surprise on the enemy. Seweral obst-
icles were encountered to hinder their movemsnt, they included blown brid-
gos, and bomb craters. The First Flatoon, $19th Logineer Company (Armored),
utalising the company's organic Mi8A3 Tanlk-doser, prepared and lawnched
thres (3) AVIB's on the initial move into the area, In comnection with

this operation the Second Platoon, 919th saginesr Company (Armored), pre-
pared and launched two (2) AVIB's. With the elements of the 919th tngineer
Company {Armored) being able to recan, prepare and negotiate thess cbstic-
les, they were able to nn:n the elesments of the Regiment 130 miles in less
than 20 hours, on & road that has not been used in over a decade, After
getting settled into the area the elements of the 919th Zngineer Company
(Armored) gave direct combat engineer support in Reconassince in Force
Operations, destroying over 300 enemy fortifications, w»ith the movement
of the 1lth Armored Cavalry Regiment back through #War Zone "D", the 919th
Engineer Company (Armorsd) was given the mission of negotiating any obst-
acle, and move all elements through with speed. The First Platoon, 919th
Enginesr Company (Armored), prepared the site and launched 14 AVIB's, and
two Ford 8ites were prepared. (n one of the AVIB sites the organic ML8A3
Tank-dozer worked for 64 hours to put a 60 foot AVLB over an 80 foot gap.

During the operation, without the avalibility f the Mi843 Tank-dossr
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2. Cpsrations: Continued.

¢s "TCAN THANG": Continusd.
many of the obstacles would not have besn negotiated. The opsration
demonstrated the full capabilitiss of the 919th Engineer Company (Armored)
in support of ths llth Armored Cavalry Regiment on combat operations.

3. Regional Forve/Fopular Force Upgrading and ARVN Training: The 919th
dogineer Company (Armored) continued its upgrading sup ort by releasing
over 300 rolls of concertina, and gave technical advice in the placing
of this material.

4. Pase Camp Development: Ths rear detachment during this perioed acc~
omplished intensive work on the perimeter of Blackhorse Base Camp. The
replacing of barrier mterial and the clearing of over lcoo meters of
fields of fire around the perimeter, along with technical advice on the
rehabilitation of the perimmters bunkers, strengthened the perimster and
was essential in the security of the base camp,

Saegtion Il: Lessons learmed,

1. sxpedient Aireraft Revetments: It was found that with matsrials
awvaliable, such as sand bags and powder bag casings; thut an effactive
and lasting revetment can be built in a minimm amount of time, and
with aimimum persornsl. By alternating sand bags two layers thick and
placing powder bag casings lengthwise an L shaped rewtment 20' X 20!
can be built in less than one howr,
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