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Blackherse trespers of the llth Armered Cavalry Regimeat's third
squadrea teday swept threugh 2 bumker cemplex where they had tangled with
an estimated reinferced battaliem yesterdsy abeut 15 miles west ef Saigem.

The searsh ylelded a mumber of Vist Ceng bedies loft Lehind after an
afterneen of fighting, The U.S. seldiers, werking with Vietnamese forces,
found a tetal of 18 enemy dead, seme buried im hastily-dug graves,

Fighting started early yesterday afterneea when the third scquadremts
M Cempany, werkiang with Vietnamese seldisrs, swept acress epem riece paddies
toward a hedgearew infosted with well-fertified Viet Ceng.

The Viet Cemg, in sturdy bunkers, epened fire with mertars, machineguns,
RPG heat reckets and small arms, The tankers answered with machineguns and
cannen, alded by airstrikes, and meved teward the treslime., They were as-
sisted by ether slements of the third squadren.

The battle, which began abeut 1 P.M., lasted intermittently fer mere
than four hours, with armered unite pmulling back fer alr strikes, Artillery
suppert cemtinued umtil abeut midmight., During the battle, the Viet Ceng
used the Commmist versiem of ewr caliber 50 machinegums, im an smtisirecraft
rele, when helicepter gumships peppered the area with reunds, Twe helicep-

ters were crippled and others sustained light demage.

Casualties fer the U.S5. regiment were mederate, with enly eme fatality.
But smeng the weunded was Cel. Jask MacFarlame of Arlingtem, Va., cemmander

of the 11th ACR. He was evacuatod with chest and arm weunds,
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The regimental Sergeant Major, Denald Hern, played a big part in
resguing the Colenel shertly after AKL7 fire wounded him abeut 3 P,M,

It happened seme 50 yards frem the enemy's pesitioen.

Sgt. Maj, Hern, separated frem the Celenel during the battle, get
on & tank eommanded by LT Tate Moerer, of Memphis, Tenn., and rode te

vhere the Celensl lay weunded,

The Sergeant Majer dismeunted while the tamk exehanged fire with
the enemy, seme 50 yards away. The Viet Cong, using autamatie weapens
and RPG heat reekets, were well pretected. One seldier reperted seeing
one bunker take feur hits from the tank "and each time the guy hidden

there pepped up and returned tke fire.”

Ignering the Colenel's orders te, "Ge back, Tep. Thanks fer cewing,
but theret!s ne sense in yeur staying here.," Sgt. Maj, Hern remained with
his cemmander until help arrived. An ACAV (Armered Cavalry Assault Vehicle)
came seme 15 minutes latsr and remeved Col., MacFarlane to the rear where

a helicopter toek him te an evacuatiem hespital.

"That was the lengest 15 minutes of my lifs," Sgt, Maj. Hern remembers,
"while we were laying there, the bullets kept kicking up the dust between

our heads."

In mercing-up action teday, the seldiers captured some 1300 lbs. of
rice which were turned ever te the South Vietnamese soldiers, They alse
detained 10 VC suspects, destreyed five caliber-50 machinegun pesitiens,

13 structures and six bunkers, Captured items included 31 antitank rockets,
250 1lbs. TNT, and 1300 1bs. rice.
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