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APO SAN FRAMCISCO 96257
SUBJECT: Commander's Notes Number 14 31 October 1971

SEE DISTRIBUTION

INFORMATION

1. Approved Awards. During the week 23 - 29 October, the following approved
award™ yng ' received by Squadron Headquarters and forwarded to the troops
for presentation:

Purple Heart 1

2, Use of Bar Plugs. A mumber of ear injuries have been treated recently,
many of which might have been prevented by the use of ear plugs. Ear plugs
are available from field medics and aid stations,

3. Flight Safety. We will be entering the dry season soon and will have
an increase in density altitude, An increase in density altitude is the
samo as increasing the altitude for flight., The higher the altitude of
flight, the less dense thc air and the loss efficient are your ..irf-ils .(peter
blades on a helicopter). &irfoils are also less officient at thc same
altitude on a hot day whon compared to a cooler <1y, Your helicopter isn't
going to have thc pep that it used to have. It will take more power to
hover and climb, the rate of descent in autorotations will increase, and
recovery will be more difficult. Barriers arc going to seem taller, In
general, morc power will be necessary. There arc no real solutions to this
increase in density zltitude other than decrcasing weight. However, knowing
how density altitude affccts the flight of your circraft should help you
fly morc safoly,

4e Action to be Taken by Victims of Personal Theft in MR3. Incidents
involving theft by Vietnamesc "cowboys" from military pcrsonncl, particularly
thosc who arc traveling, arc incrcosing in MR 3. J@litary personncl will

not resort to the use of fircarms cxcept as a last resort to protect tham-
selves or othors from immincnt threat of desth or injury. Thore are estab=
lished proccdures whereby the fArmy will reimburse militoary personnel for the
theft of personal property. Viectims of theft under the above described

" circumstances should rcport the incident to their commanding officer (or MP!s

if the CO can't be located) as auickly as possible, While at the scene of
tho theft, they should make eve. - effort to r omain ealm and to avoid over-
roacting by open display of angu» or hostilit directed ot the local community,

5. Visit by LTG McCaffrey. Genoral MeCafiroy's visit went vory smoothly

on 28 [Ootobor : and I appreciate the efforts that went into the preparations
for his visit. In eddition to an $-2/S-3 update, we talked about the
following subjccts: drug abuse, AWOLs, maintenance, flow of various types
of supplies, MOS testing, latoc DEROS orders, and personncl strongths.
General McCaffrey spoke highly of the squadron and the contribution it's

" making to the defensc of the Saigon River Corridor and the lLong Binh area, :

Pleaso pass Gencral McCaffrey's comments on to your troopers.
POLICY

1. Enlisted Efficiconcy Reports (FERs). I recently reviewed -all of the FERs
prepared in conjunction with the MOS testing. Some of the common errors
included: failure of reviewer to indicate concurrcnec or nonconcurrence,
inconsistoney between parts IIB and IIC, inconsistency between tho narrative
(IIE) and mumcrical scores, and raters not being in dircet line of supervision

i

over the rated individual, I want all officers and NCO's (E-6 and above) t4 p
be thoroughly familiar with AR 600-200 (Chapter 8, paragraphs 8-1 thr Fl=
8-8) which explains the policics ord procedurcs governing the prepara 0|
..and. submission of EERs. ~ el I
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clo Time *nd time agrin  have stresscd the important
role pIaye& by vch:tclo co**mander in terms ~f vohicle sccurity and safety, .
yot driving violatfons continue ta pilo up. ~ch violation will be revicwed
corofully 'md disciplinary action will be takcn, when «ppropriqto.

«{y Zf e . ///
.y / WILLIAM M. ‘saromr II1

‘ L s ITC, Armor

| T Gcmmanding

| owismmon

fpren

3 ’ o<y

_ X =
R O C =R A
w8
L 8
- - R e B al 2
g 7 =
VI
e g0
-2




