
Corrections made by fil.J 01" 

BroOkshire on 6 OatOb~r 67 

Inte.rv1fi ot MAJOR GRAIL L. BROOKSHIRE, ARM)R, 070133, Conducted 
011 2 ~tobel" 1967 concern.1Dg intelligence intorDatiOl1 available 
to the 11th AnIored cavalry BDg1aent prior to the 2 DecabV 1966 
and 21 lfovaber 1966 aabush ••• 

B;y Jlid -Hovaber, it appea.recl tbat thtr 5th VC D1 mien, and 

ita two lZIIt.l'leUVer elemanta, the 274th and 275th Reslments, had 

assumed an otfeDai ve postUl'e. A great increase in aaent reports 

and reports frail classi.f'1ed intell1gano.e 8OUl"CeS indicated this. 
~""",,"~4'~~. 

In add! tion, the 2~.~_~!!~~1iS!-,,~~!:!'<?£l!,,~~",-~-'!~" .. J!~! .... !!!. 
no:rmal. location toward the wst, and a move such as thi. was 
-~~ .... ;;:r ... ~,.4'~' $."'7''''''Ol"o.!-~.-''t~'·f ... rt.,fiC:-':·(,i,''''~ ... 

thought to indicate that SOID8 kind at ottensi va acUcm was about 

to be 1Ditiated. The Intelllswnce source. indicated tbat the moat 
~ .. ~:;., ... 

probable actIon at tlut 5th VC Di viaion would be an attack on the 
._. __ --""--.-~Jllr .. "',.-,' _, .... .-<-'L" ..... ...-_~~ _.~ ,,, ____ • _. _" .... -_-., ••• ~1 - .--,---~"""~,_"~-""r'" .... ,~,,,",", .. ,--.---~-_~-.,_-..._ ..... ~,,,, .. 

~~~.-!.,~'!!"P' although the uoush ~ a supply CCIlva.r was 

not discounted as the d1visioo's possible ottensive aotiOl1. 

Because at this time the nev~ eatabUehed ReglMntal Bue C&mp 

at 'IS 4496 wall both a luc!1't!!!.-~&!t (~QP.~~rt~J1A,~g_,"l:Qq,~~ 

~!",J.~ pooJ'lJ ~~,1U'-4 ... ~t~.Ut4 ArJaQre4 C&val..:l7' requested 

tlut immediate release 't1"clm the 1st Intant17 Division ot the Firat 

Squadron, then attaabed to the 1st Infantry D1 vision in OPERATION 

A'l'TLEBORO. 'l'h:ls requeat wu granted, and the Firat Squadron moved 
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to the Regtmental. stag1ng Area at LONG:anm where they were placed 

on a spee1al. alert status. They closed late in the afternoon ot 

20 November, and HD:t Troop A and Howitzer Batte17 ahead to the 

Reg1mental BaH CUp t.o reenforce the detending ton:es there. 

The Tb1rd Sq'taClrcD wu at. this U. at LOBO BDm iD the executica 

ot ~Olf tmIOllTGllf. 'l'he Sec0n4 Squadroa. wu cCll4ucting sea:rob 

operationa in the v1c1n1t.1 ot the :RegtMntal Ba.ae CUrp in an attapt 

to apo1l any possible ~ action afJ.'linat the Bue camp. By the 

20tb of November the 274tb VC Reg:l.ment was still unlocated, and the 

Reg1mental iDtelllgenae atai"t 'Was alerted to .u every ettort to 

uaerta1n the location ot tbi8 bard-e«re and powerful VC 1.Dl1t. 

2 December 

Agent reports and reporta trail I~l~:~,,~~I;},y1.c;"._~\lIU.~:te4, 6: 

~ ~~UR.Jt~~~".<;.~~,J~ ~~.I!,1,!!_~~~~.~~ 

and GIA RAY &laog l'fational. Higb'wa.y 1 known u "Ambusb Alley. tf 

Baaed upon this information, the First Squadron Yaa o:rdere4 to 

a.~~.Y..t!" .. ~~~~e,,1.~,~o~e~ to d1aoover and tben engage 

the enem,y foro. in tbe area. It vaa pl"esUllltd that the Bntnq forae 

wu el.emlmt8 ot or the enUre 275th VC Reg1.nt, and that it 'WU 

prepa.riDg to ambusb CODvoya to or troll the GIA RAY Rock Quarry a1 te. 
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The F1rat SqUl!ldron was Hnt to t1nd the ene~ forael and searched 

far two ~s but did not make oontact with the enem;y. 
:t«:."",..r""'~":""'.-. , 

On 30 
. i..-:~." 

If~rl a FAC oODdmting vis\Bl reconnaissance a.l.ong Inter­

Provincial H1gl.niay 2 observed an ~ battalllca in tbe open 

at AP HEAlf <I! ... ~l and the Second Squadraa. va.s sent after it. 

The ~~",~~. ~$!~~~t2..:P~_9KL~L..i.~~~~. 

ancl to return to base camp. The Second Squadron DI&d. only llght 
~'.jO!~~."~;:II"""""_P';~ , •• ¥"" ••• ,~_ ••• • , ........ "':._ • ..:..:.r."':.~_.:·, •• 

aootaot with the VC foro.. It was not believed at the time (and 

this va.s later deten.a1ned to be oorrect) that the fOl"Ce near 

"Ambusb Alley" and the bat~CI1 sized force were parts of a 

joint umeuver on the part of the 5th VC Vi vision. B,y 2 November' : 

indications were that the enemy f'ol"Ce vas still near SOOI CAT, 

and the mneuver elements ot the Blaakborse Regiment wro made 

aware of this. 
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ADllEIDUM--Fur1'l1ahed by JBJor Grlal. L. Brookshire an 
6 October 1967 to be used in cCllJuoUoa with his 
1nten1ew notes ot 2 October 1967 cCI1Oern1ng the 2 
DecembeJ' 1966 and 21 November 1966, 11th Amored 
Caval..ry RegimaDt ambushe6 on National Highway One 
in Vietnam. 

1. 'l"be VC :Battal.Ucm. spotted on 30 November at AP HEAB 

(YS 4582) 'WU initially 1oe&ted by an l.Bth ARVN Division FAC 

cCIlduatins a v1s'lBl. recOllUla1asanoe ot the Regimental !AOR. 

because the Second Sq\Bdrcn liaS sent to t1.nd the VC \Dl1 t located 

by the FAC at 1U' HEAlf. Had the SecODd &!uadron not been Bent 

atter the VC Batt&1l1on, the First Sq:uadrcm. would have rem1ned 

in the SUOI CAT area. 

3. On both ambushes, the VC attempted to UH a claaal0 VC 

ambWlh pattern, to wit: l?!9.;;lLtllfL.lrgIn:t.. a:D4 ft!t::! .2£ 'theL un! t 

attacked, 1m.t1ate the ambush with a heavy volume ot tire, cut 

ott and destroy all elements in the killing &CIle. "A!J they 

lea.J:'De4 the speed ot our response, they would tl'7 to break 
" _- • ~ .'. <Ii 

contact befOl"e the reaction began. tt .. 
4. Both ambushes OODta1ned eng1D.eers (sapper.), infantry, 

anti-tank un! ts aDd anti..a1.rcraft we&poDS in their makeup. The 

aD1-a:i.Jra1'an VI .... Wft 50 ca.UbV &D4 12.7 MM '11Gb'. guD8. 
_. _.-",_~,~«_..r -_~ .... 



5. Bath ambushes were most probably initiated to show tbat 

they could continue to control the roads in their area. In 

addition, they 'Wanted to inflict casualties on the 'lmit attacked. 
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