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1. lTsme a.W Type ot: OperatioJl: Operation Lion, Search dJld Dastray 
QperatiQn.' 

2. Dates of OperatipJl: 050600 Jl.lJ¥-010730 Jul¥ 1967. 

5. ACl.ch: Or-;dlliZation: 
i 

a. 2d Sqdn 11th ~.GR (-) 

b. 1: Trp 2/11 ,"OR 

c. H Co (-) 2/11 ~"OR 

d. 1 PIt C 00 4th In 31 at Inf' 

e. 2 T:ia 4t:1th Scout Doe PIt 

a. Supportin~ ForcesDuri~ Opcr~tion 

OOI!lIGl1...DdD •• T j ~iiR IliT.,.RI •• LS 
D.GCL.:.BSli'L:!D ,.FT"';R 12 L~.Jl.S 
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mn 'c, tTl rim fPlffi 

a. 71 st ... v1-t1on·:::0 
b. 17Gth .. .viation Co (Conbci.t Support) 
c. 49'J Ned Co .i~IR..1L (thd Ev..t.c1.Uition) 
d. 2/11th J:..ca .i>.Viation Seotion 

r,ONFfOF.NTIAL 

(2) ~.rtillery SUP?ort 
a. 3/&~ ..:ll'ty 
b. 3/16th ~.rty 
o. ilctvul G7U.Il fire 

{3} T .. .G·.iJ.r: 7th US .l:.:lr Force, 1JD 196th Lt In:f' [de 

{4} Ort1.nance Support: T...t~~ Force Ore~on Explosive Ord.nl::l.nce 
Disposal Te<lL1 

b. PeriorI.lallce of Support inc: Forcos 

(1) i:rrr¥ .. .viation 

ti. 14is sions perfornoo 

( 1) ConrJ ..... m ..tl'rl Control 
(2) .LiSriiil RecoIlIl.Cdsscmce 
(3) }bdic<.tl Dvdcuution 
(4) Resupply 
(5) Close Support 
(6) ..:..rtillery Fire ..!.djustTJ.ent 
(7) Lit:l.ison 

b. .L.n<:t.Jysi s : 

Aviation Support w~s criticctl for co~ ~ control 
due to restricted erGUnd visibility and for resupp~ duo to lioitod 
traffict:l.bility. 

(2) l.rtillery Su!,port 

a. lfissions Pcrfomod 

(1) Close sUp~JOrt 
(2) ILrdssiu:..: ,-,ill interdiction fires 
(3) Dofonso concentrC4tions 
(4) .i..rod. prep..t.ration 

b. J;nalysis: 

Prepknnod .... nd ir:Jl;:tedi...tto fire roque sts were eIlployed 
throU2:hout the operation. Il.e"ction to fire roqUGsts Wd.S pror.;pt except 
in one instuncc in which the BOIC Ivk.rine I s doldyed clourdIlCe for pre­
plcmnod fire for 4 hours. 
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a. £n.cqy forces known to oper~te in ...u-eu consisted of: (1) 
95 local Force Co, often described as Q Sapper Unit, strell{.;-th 100; 
(2) Provincial locul Force, Co, desi:imted as P~31, located vic uS 627974, 
stre1'l(:th eo; (3) Provincial loCal Force Co, desi~t0d t4S P-14, located 
iJS 701929; streIlt.,-th 11 G,; (4) unidentified unit, locuted ~ 626947, 
strencth 200, unifoI"ElS cc:moufLlGe with rod st.:..:.rs .:tn:l pclJ..n-leaf ll.i.l.ts; 
(5) VC 4413 40, located DS 716926, strength 400; (6) VC 9/3 TIn, located 
is 701928 .. unknown strellt-:th. Tho source of enerv icl'om...Ltdon was the 
196th Lt Inf :J:le 8-2. 

b. Eneray ..tctivity consisted of sniPil:lt: incidents a.ni direct 
contact with mlilll VC forces. Two antitiiDl~ nines located by nine swoeper 
on first dq of operation, destroyed in pkce. Three IJcl.le detuinees pick­
ed up without ID cards were eV..lcuuted to the 196th Lt Inf Lac for further 
interroCdtion. The detuinecs were picked up ..... n:l interroG'..tted .... t eo/Trp 
level; they were deternined to be of no inte~Jence vdlue. 

FilC loc""ted 9 VG /:.i.I'D.ed with wnerternined type of Sil. weapons. 
F,,£ directed :.:Tourrl elencnts of II Co und :& Trp to cont.:l.ct .... m identified 
turcets for Lit:ht Fire Te.m. The LiL:ht Fire Teall uccounted for 2 KL. (~_C); 
11: Trp uccounted for 4 KLI. (:;:c); H Co for 2 KL.(DC) <1nd 1 KIL (Prob). 

Two P!JI s were captured cl.l1d cVd.Cuuted to the 196th Lt _ Ill! ,de 
8-2. Five we<J.pons were ca.ptured :ll1.CludinG' 2 Soviet 7.62nn carbines 
M1944; 1 ;~_Jt US Cill 30 If191GA2; 1 US C~binc Cul 30 H1 d.lld 1 US C..trbine 
Cdl. 30 M2. ilpproximtel¥ 3-41bs of dOcUIlcnts w':;re c<.lptured cUrl ev...:.ctlilted 
to 569th MI Detacl:u:nent. Results of docUIaents screeninG reveu.J.ed IlUch 
inf'orr,ution pcrt<J.i."'lin:..:: to :.:,uerrilla activity in innedkte ~D. 

Durin:;.: the opcrcl.tion, 4/250lb bonbs were fown, they wore 
destroyed in place by roD. 

Conti.4ct W""S I:U:.ldo with 20 VC which fired on the frierll:iJ¥ 
unit. va were uIlJu;ed with 11-16 1s i:l..'1d M-79's with the result of 3 rcL~ 
(lXJ). One i.::renudo ~<l.S throvn into frie~1d1¥ ~)Ositions during the hours 
of durkness with tho :result of 'j US UL. slightly. 

lfunerous c"'vos Wld tunnels dostrcyed. In one inst..J:lCe, VC 
susv0ct observed crl:lWlinp into one of the c",ves. The C<.ive w.::.s tween 
und~r fire with Grds of 9Orn-l lIE with the result of one va KL .. (hob). 

c. Terrain L'tl the .:.0 charc.tcterizcd L7 node rate rollLl'};":': ~:ills 
with rocky slopes, interspersed with cultivdted level ...:.l'etl.S, surrounded 
by hedGerows tlw.t IltIde detection <.ltd continuous observation very d:U'ficult. 

Heuther wus hot ..:.uJd dry for the opcrcltion..J. period with un 
.J.veruce daily tcoper.;.ture hi~h of 950 und il lov of 7Go. :;0 prccipit<J.tion 
of mr:r consequcnce. 
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ri'1'~r., T )t."'''' -, , " t- < , (, I 
BvJ.IUd.tion of intollit,{ence d.Vcl.iliblc ...:It the sturt of the 

operation indic~ted that due to u previous operation in this are~ with 
track ky:i.n{; vehicles, .;LId the presence of, c.:.t lo ... st, one Sapper Con~, 
tIlltitunk nines were to 00 expected, 2 were found. 

Security of tho operd.tion w ... s successful. 

c. :t<1J.ssion: 

2d Sqdn 11th C.;.v (-) contimled security of assirj'ned sector of 
CLOC periDcter und conducted S & D operd.tions alone southern boundar,y 
of ~lD Lion. 

9. ConcepJi ot: Opt::z:ations : 

P.b.a.se I: 2d Sqdn 11 th i ... CR DOvod fron b..:;,se dI'O<::l.S u.t 040700 July 
1967 into L.[,;er site vic :JS 705964. Secured l<l .. er .... s 12 for D Co 4/31 st 
Inf. H Co (-), 'I'M:: secured LZ vic cool'di..ni.:l.to s :'S 726944 050730 July 
1967 for uirlundi.ne of ~ ·C~ I./~j::;t Llr. . "-'. 

}']:use II:.: . Fron 5 JuJ.y-e July 1 %7 Sqdn conducted S & D ·operations 
in JiJ Lion in conjunction with 4/31 st In.t'. 

Phcl.SC III: 9 July 1967 Sqdn ro<.il. mrched fron .~O Lion to b.:ise 
canps, cotlpleted 091045 Ju.l¥ 1967. Units Ut.Jdor control 2/11 th 1.CR. 

10. Execytion: 

a. 4 July 1967 

(1) 1355 Tr~ :~ foUt.J.d a ni.."les in rOdd ",8 708"974, 1/)0-40 
les, 1/20-)0 lbs. Destroyed in p!d.co. 

(2) Rear CP, :.T 502046; FONurd CP .$ 705977. 

b. 5 July 1')67. 

(1) 0945 Trp j~ pic1:ed up ) det,-inees, '"" 'os 1 ;:""40 yrs cit 
:.3 7Z3952. Detcdnoes 1 1.:...;,le .;.m 2 feL'!i...i.les, eVd.cu...ted. 

c. S July 1967 

(1) 1145 }',.C locdtod 9 va with weupons floein: nortl1West 
vic ;..;S SD2941, all wed.rin:~: hl.d.cl: UJ."liforms. 

(2) 1155 Trp .c.: received snipor fire vic .:....s 6'08944, return­
ed fire with Cal 50, 2 va KL .• 

() 1200 :~ Go rece ived sniper fire vic ::"3 632941, 2 rounds 
c<lllister fire roturn3d. Two VC KI •. , we<lpons dostroycd. 

(4) 1210 Gunships requested fro!:! ::de. 
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fire. 

(6) 1240 Trp E received sniper fire froB vic DS 6&'7945, 
7.62 fire returned, 1 va KL~, we~pon recovered. One US reeeived [j1lll­

shot wourrl in lee- Dust Off requested. 

( 7) 1300 Trp j~ fourrl 2 va JL'<l (Gunships) vic ;,;s 68S944, 
we~pons eVclc~ted. 

(D) 1303 Dust Off conpleted. 

(9) 1321 II Co foun1 4 IL .• (.l.irstri.!::e) vic :.s 68[944. 

(10) H Co f~ 1VC in vill ... se vic D8 60[;944, 1 Ie::.; blown 
off. ",-n::l burns over 100',;, of body. Dust Off requested .. 

(11) 1400 II Co found 1 va ro~1 vic ~ 680944 with docunellts, 
hoth evacuated. 

( 12) 1905 Trp Z siGhted 3 VC with we<:l.pons 200 r.laters ecl.st 
l.:.4cer site DS 700950, took urrler fire with 5Crvunds;}I~?~.I 7ne;;~t·iv~. 
results. 

d. 7 July 1967 

( 1) oc; 50 I~ Co de stroyed 12 bwl!!:ers vic ~:s 664946, bun.!~ers 
storcl.(e type 6 I X e I • .<"pprehended 1 det...:.inee. 

(2) Trp E apprehended 2 detainees, :~s 670935.1 vit110ut ID 
cmus, floein(; southwest. 

(3) 1415 Tr;;> E fowrl 4/250 lb l)oT.1bs on u truil vic :.0 643 
~45. roD requested. 

(4) 1527 Tr-p !} :.:ncouIltcrod .'20 :.\~ vic.:.;:' ~1J~C.9'5.1 on, .. ;,,;..,~:aa 
with 7.'32 ~,.n1.i'.1':";;'7~.3 VC KIll. Rer;w.:Llin.~: VC rem south, cc:UTYin::.: dead 
with their vecl.pons. 

I" • .:1 . . 

(5) 1544 Sqdn received )err::ission into nOK 1!J to south­
west. Cont~ct lost. 

(6) 1814 II Co observed '!C enter tunnel 'Tic :"0 675957. 
Ta!.:en under fire with 9Or~ lIE. 2 Tunnels destroyed 1 VC KLl (I-oss). 

( 7) 2052 ii Co si~:hted 1 VC, 75 r:eters fron perimeter, took 
undur fire with Y.t-79, VC rc::.n vic JS 665954. One US wourrled in shoulder 
fron :;reI1:lde fr,;,{!oent. Dust orr cqr.lpletod. 

(8) 2145 Trp :;::; received 15rouri.ls of· SD.",1l - ....rI.lS' fir., . rot1.li'ned 
fire with Cal 50 und 14-79. :!eGd.tivc results. 

r,,",''f:' .-\~:, ... 
t_ ,: • 4, 
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a. C July 1967 

(1) 0915 EOD blew in p~ca 4/250 lb bombs vic ~S 639931. 
Found by Trp E previous ddY. 

(2) ReCU' CP, ::':T 562046; FOIVard Cr, ~;T 632991. 

(3) 2320 Tr-p E hud 1 Grenade thrown into parmeter. 
Ilc1",tive casualties and no fire returned. 

£. 9 July 1967 

(1) GP located ..)T 562046. SqUn Ii.0Vcd froL: _ • .0 Lion to- _ b..!.So_ 
Cc.:.I:lp 0715. Closed by 1300. 

(2) 0715 TrP r: returned to ruse c~p. Clo sed by 1300. 

(3) 0045 'lOG returned to bu.se c..:.np. Clo soo by 1300. 

(4) CJ945 n Co roturned to bc.f.se camp. Glosed by 1300. 

11, Results ~ 

Friehdly 10 s se s : 

Eneny losses: 

Equiprilent: US 

o US KL~ 

1 US HL .. 

1 US mI... 

15 I~L. (C) 

12 KI.ll. (Frob) 

lIone 

ElJ:1,U 2 ~>Il.ti-tank r.lines destroyed 

4 155 How Shells destroyed 

55 Ovarhe~ structures destroyed 

2 Cc.f.ves destroyed 

2 7.62 (Soviet) G~,rbines cp.ptured 

1 ~"Jt US Ct:.l 30 cuptured 

2 C4I'bincs Cal 30 cnpturad 

So iWunds Carbine ammo cc.f.ptured 

" .1 ~ 



Equipment: 

12. J@nistrutiye futters: irone 
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7· .( '$" t( birtitl-Va¥twetl2lUSii 

~ '( )\V1 nEN1"~,' '!') 

6 :_, • .R nag v/<:JI.TIO (90rds) cClptured 

3 htUJIlOcl:s cuptured 

1 poncho captured 

1 knti'e <..trrl scabbc:u'd cdoptured 

1 packet bkc!c pujdllas captured 

t lb first uid supplies captured 

1 double rood ap~atus (for ~s) 

cuptured docUDellts 

13. Special li:guiptlent u.nd Techni,9,ues: 

The Sqdn di:::ain, used uir support for unit resupp~ in field. 

'4. Q.Q.l!lI:¥U!ler l s l1l1alysis: The successful. ,wrsu:lt"cf the-OD,QG 
Group of 9 VC VdS uccomplishod only b,y the rapid response of the F"£( 
to the tactical disposition of ~round forces ~nd his alertness in 
ussisting the ~round forces to close vith the enemy. 

Contci.Ct vas na.intained throu;"h the efforts of the F •• C d.Ild 
because the Ground force contulIldors I decision to pursue vitlI his own 
forces r<lther than c~ll for supportin.:-: fires iJ:JIaediute1¥ vhich could 
h<..tve resulted in loss of contact. 

Durine this pursuit flexibility of lJ".meuver vas denonstrded 
as the pursu.iile-1lllit ',diverted pl...l.toons to suppress snipers resulting 
in the troop nuintainin3 contact in two positions sinu1~eous1y. 

Confusion resulted in the second contd.ct (20 VC) vhen iJ.1l 

.leri.;J. observer sent reports of enerrvr ..... ctivity throuCh ",rtillery chtmncls 
elnd could not be broucht up on the Squooron CoI1ffilcl.ll.d net. The observers 
reports .. md his subsequent IltLI'k:illes vith sraol~e of vl1..lt he thought to 
be en.m:xy positions resulted in friendly i:round forces beincr diVerted 
d.WB:y fron the Duin force dIld vithdrawn from the ... rea to preclude drtil1ery 
fire from being pkced on then. 

15. Reconnendations: 

\fuenover FllC IS .... re in the lrJ:ledicl.te ..l.rea of <:ill operution they 
continue their current pr ..... ctice of report inc in on the camrnand net to 
leurn the tucticcl.l sit1l..ltion. This pr(;.(.ctice Sl10uld be folloved by ull 
observers r~ther than hav~~ infoITlation reld.yed vhere u tr~1ission 
DU¥ becone confused. 
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