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a8, 11:n ..rmoreld D&V OFL. 2.60 (077000 30700 1), & ‘pr 48,

.....

b, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment OPORD 4-~68 (TOAN THANG), 14 Apr 68,

c. :aps, Vietnam, 1:100,000, Series 16C7, Sheet Mumbers 6331, 6332,
6333, 6431, 6432, 6433.

2. (U) TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation CLIFTON CORRAL, executed as part
of Campaign TOAN THANG, was an armored cevalry raid and a reconnaissance in
force operation.

3. (U) DATES OF OPERATION: The CLIFTON CORRAL portion of TOAN THANG
was conducted 15 to 26 Apr 68,

4, (U) LOCATION: +the area of operations extended along the axis Phuoc
Vinh (XT9648) -~ Dong Xoai (XT0776) - Bunard (¥T27#Z) tc ~he erea east of the
Be River and southeasterly into Var Zone D,

5. (U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: The 11th Aruwred Czvalry Regiment conduc-
ted CLIFTON CORRAL under the operational control 7 Headquartcrs, II Field
Force, Vietnam,

6. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: The repor~ing « .'icer .s Colonel Charles R,
Gorder, Commanding Officer, 11th Armored Cavalry . ogirent,

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE:

a, General: Since the TET offensive, enemy activity in Military
Region 10 (Binh Long and Phuoc long Provinces) had been light, Phuoc Long
Province had been almost stripped of known enemy units, Resupply for the units
around Saigon had been snuttled through the province by the 81st and 86th Rear
Service Groups (vi: YU2.48 and ¥T2655, respectively). Replacements were being
processed in greater numbers ihan ever before into the 5th Viet Cong Division
and the 7th and 9th WV: Divisions by the 76th Laplacement Regiment (vic YU1232)

b, Order of Battle: Two main force tarctalions, the 211th and the
212th, had been identified in the area near Sorn: R, These wmits were from a
regimental size infiltration group that had Splri its third battalion (the 213t
to £il1l out the ranks of the 211th and the T72:».  Several local force companie
operated in Phuoc Long Province, Three of therc companies, the C-270, (=272
and C-273 formed a concentrated provineizl batzaiion, It was conceivable that
up to three infiltration groups of repimental size could be providing securdity
and labor for the new VC supply route. The 7th ¥VL Division, with two regi-
ments, was located in Binh Duong Province, They oppeared to be oriented on
Saigon but could possibly have been diverted toward "R«10, The 275th Regiment
of the 5th VC Division was probably conducting resupply activities as far north
as Phuoc Long Province, No other known enemy units were available for immedi-
ate reinforcement of Phuoc Iong Province,

¢. Specific Situation: In mid-March 68 Headquarters, II Field Force.
Vietnam, directed visual and photographic reconncissance as well a2s Long Pange
Reconnaissance Pzatrol activity into Phuoc Long Province. This reconnaissance
effort discovered the presence of what appearec to be a key VC supply route
through the province east of the Pe Tiver, It appcared thet the road had been
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constructed wnder the jungle canopy in order to provide = vehicular route from
Cambodia to War Zone D, ARVW teamg : tgfl observing bulldozers
.and eleven 113 type track{ At¥f the Be River, The

;VC disregard for secrecy : was believed to be
caused by stringent requi e units around Saigon,

d., Capabilities: Since acute resupply requirements oppear to have
caused the VC to sacrifice surprise, it was likeiy that they would attempt to
defend againat interdiction of the road by allied forces, Attacks by fire on
night loager positions, probing attacks and tenk-killer teams were to be expec~
ted, Though mining was expected initially to be wvery light rorth of Dong Yoai,
it was anticipated that the enemy would quickly begin to use anti-tonk mines
to slow down friendly track movement along lines of communication which would
become more and more limited as the monsoons set in in late April and early

;{ay.

e, Vulnerabilities: Friendly activity could undoubtedly disrupt nor-
mal resupply, thereby putting a strain on the VC :mits ia centr-l III Corps
Toctical Zone, Supply caches too large to be mov:4 qui:cily could be captured,
Infiltrating replacements dould be forced into th batt’- altisugh the enemy
was most likely to avoid fixed contact in which U+ fire =uperiority could be
more effectively employed.

8, (C) MISSION: The 11tu Armored ¢ tvalry “agiment (mizus) was to con-
duct a raid to interdict the ercmy line of .:ommvr: satiors extcniding from Phuoc
Vinh to Dong Xoai to Bunard in the area ea:?, of ''v: Be -iver xad in "ar Zone D
and to locaie and destrcy enemy forces and insta -«tlon- in these ar:as,

9, (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: The 1%th AC™ vns to execute ar armored
rald to secure deep obje-tives along the Phuoc Vi3 - Dong Xoci - Bunard oxis
and in the area east of the Bc River from which it could conduct reconnaissance
in force operations to entrap and destroy enemy forces and equipment, 7The 1st
Squadron wae to be the lood wnit, followed by the >rd Squodron, in coordinatior
with the 1s% Battalion, '8th In‘antry, 1st infont . Di-dsion. (See ‘nnex 4 -
Task Organization. )

On 6 Apr 68 thz proparator: deccotion phass for Operation CLIFTON CORRAL
was put into effect., Oa 061757# Apr 68 the 2nd Sguadron was relersed from OPCO
to the 1st Infentry Division avc roacd marched f>-m its former Area of Operation:
vic Ben Cat (XT7433) to Blackhorse Base Camp, ci-sing ot 2002H, The 2nd Squa-
dron also secured the movement of the Pegimertel Cc1v-2d Post from Bien Hoa to
Blackhorse on 6 Apr, Rather +han have the snd & .idre. attack north directly
from Ben Cat into the CLIFTON CORRAL ‘“rea ¢: Oy« r.iions, the move back to Black
horse was designed to disguise the irterti..:s ¢f :ze regiment in regard to this
objective and to catch the enomy off guard, As ¢ continuance of this deception
operation, on 10 Apr 68 the 3rd Squad:on wcs rclecsed from its direct support
mission to the 25th ARVY Infantry Divizion and tegan its tactical road march
to Blackhorse Dase Camp at 110004H “prr to conduct maintensnce and training in
preparation for future operations, Also on 10 Apr the 1st Squadron relinguish-
responsibility for the security of Blackhorse Boss Camp. Cia Ray, the Rlackhors
to Long Binh convoy and as a Ready Reaction Force for tas Long Binh/Bien Hos
complex, and these duties were assumed by the 2n’ Squodrcn, This freed the 1st
Squadron for meintenance and training in preparation for futu-e operations.
During the period 11-14 Apr the 18t and 3rd Squadroas prepared for an armored
raid into this suspected logistical enclave in MR-10 which was believed to be
the main avenue for supplies to the VO/NVA forces threstening the Saigon area.
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The qoncept of the nove to GO ;.ﬁf mpr wes for a rapidlv

executed thrust to secure objectives 85 ﬂ13es s d 115 rniles north of Bl-ckhorse
B=se Camp. The deception 27d specd e:rloyed i this concert were designed to
catch the enemy unrrepared and to lec~te nd destroy the naximum amomt of
enemy installations and equipment prior to his wticipited mining -etivitw,

The operation was to be cenducted in three ph-ses: Phise I was torgeted on the
recently located r-ute exterding throveh Phroc Long Province ecst of the Be
River in a generally scutherly direction over which the enemy h~d been moving
suprlies from Caibndia,  The initial nission of the regiment was to locate ané
destroy this supply avenue, Phase II of the operction called for the regimen:
to ¢ nduct reconnaissance in forece cperations to discover any continustion of
this logistical route to the scuth, Ph-se III directed the regimentnl RIF
operations inte War Zone D still further s~uth of this initial 10, The
projected duration of the overall operation w's two to three wecks,

10. (C) EXECUTION: At 1502008 Apr, the 1st Soundron, the lead unit
of the regimental m2reh column, begah its rapid move from Bl-ckhorse Brse
Comp to the initial CLIFTON CORRAL ‘ren of Opernv.ons, (See '—ex B -
Operntions Overlay). The 3rd Scuadron, zecorp-r-cd by the k wi-ental Head-
aguarters ind Headgusrters Troop, followed, depsrtiig Bl ckhor:wc -t 0330H, The
Lir Cavalry Trrop provided two Heavy Fire Teams s air cover ror the m rch s
rons the entire length of their route. The cavoiry r-id inte 10 “llons cerri:
the regimont through dense jungle, basboe ~icke~., nnd vminp_cved ro-ds,
The route was cbstructed by numerous uvnbri:..ed w "srwav:, c uring the 91°th
Engineer Comprny (Aricred) to preporc . five AVIT dtes nd twe exredient
erossing sites on the initisl thrust nortr HBe. celding Arroiremconts for the
n-rch north were particularly well-plamned and s-.oothly executed, For e er-
geney refucling between Blackhorse and Fhuce Vint  the scuadrens carried their
organic wheeled fuel welicles, 4t -huce Vinh a o zire tal refrelis point
vas established t- insurs thot evers vehicle wouic be fvlly pro--re® for the
m:rech north into the 10, On 2 snall herseshoe turn-off ~djoining the reguler
n-rch rovte, twr 10,000-gallon fuel t-ikers were positioned, Ore contained
diesal fuel, ~d the cther g-osoline, both  ving "ive "wses tr freflitate -

servicing o lorge numbe. of vei'eles simulioneocvsly,  fis the vehicles refuelec
they noved prst the fuel point o an assembly ~rzo, avelding congestion ~t the

fuel site. This :rrargeaent - ~rked sntisfretoriiy, and ~o rroblems were
encomtered in refueling the ririment on the mwowe te A0 “llons,

Attacking through the Phuoec Vinh -~ Dong Xendi ~ Bunerd =oxis, the 11th ACR
cashed into eneny-contrrlled ~rzazs, seizing Obicctive 1 ~t Tep Tk (VU 2000),
Objective 2 at Bmord (YU2789) and establishirg the Reginent~l Co-=-nd Greur
~t Comp Bunnrd., In a particularly doring ove, “Me 1s% Sei~dren took marimus
~dvantage of the surprisc obtoined by pushize o “roop over o denolished bridge
2nd narched o ~dditional 20 kme in order o secure infontry lowdisg zeones in
the heart of the target ~rea. On 16 Apr, the 1/18th Infantrs w-s ~irlifted
from the Seng Re ldrstrip into A0 Allens Blue (vic 713215) where the 1st Saurd-
ron had secured o landing zone for the air-ass-ult. ZFlerments ~f the 1/18th
Infentry were cross-attoched with elenents from teth the 1st -»d 3rd Sen-drens,
ond the three balanced teans, each with tws -roor ond eme in -ntrv cle 'ents,
began RIF operations in AO fllons, Bicwveles beran to zpre~r i~ rre~t numbers.
As the 1st Squedron oved =orth on 1€ Apr, they enc crntered severnl hmdred 1i:
up in rows; demolishing what they conld thevy continued on *heir misgion to the
north and alerted the 3rd Scuadren of the find,  Hithin sever~l hours, vhen tt
3rd Souadron arrived at the site, the ereny hed re oved ~rproxi- telr half
of the find, On 18 lpr the 1st Scuzdron ?Yiscovered ~n enenwv htunker crmplex
in the center of A0 +4llons 7éllou (vie YU368120) wrich e ntained 13 bicycles a:
well ag cvmtless bicyele rer-ir tecl 15-21 pr = tot-X o6f 17
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dicycies were either captureﬁr ﬂro‘ § £ {

For R drks < 34 enemy base camps
that were located in the area, These pack vehicles were probabaly from the
Transportation Battalion, 86th Rear Service Group,

At 181020H Apr M Company, 3rd Squadron, while supporiing the 1/18th Infans
try, received small arms and RPG fire from an unidentified VC force of unknown
size vie YU319167, The fight lasted only threc nminutes befors the enemy broke
contact and withdrew, Five US personnel were wounded, and one tank was slight-
ly damaged. VC losses were unknown, At 190945KE Apr B Troop, 1st Squadron, in
support of the 1/18th Infantry, received small erms, avtomatic weapcns and RPG
fire from an unidentified VC force of unknowa size vic YU342170. The ememy
force was believed to have been composed of perscnncl from the 211th and the
212th ‘ain Force Battalions, Fire was returned with unlmown results while ar-
tillery, TAC air and light fire teams supported. The encmy broke contact at
1055H and withdrew north, VC losses were unknown while US forces suffered thre
killed, 21 wounded and two ACAV's slightly damsged.

The regiment moved virtually at will throughcut the Ares of Operations,
occasionally being confronted by harassing tank-k-'ler “-ams, There were no
additional major engagements during the period of :rccon: :issar & in force opait
tions in A0 Allons. However, enery anti-aiscraft “ire w3 pe: lcularly fre-
quent and intensive in Mi-10., This was duc, at i..3t i part., to the extensivc
friendly air activiiy in the arca to include the . .gimei.i's 1in Cavaley Troop,
the regimental FAC, B/3/17th Cuwalry, as we'l as - larg: numbe of air strike
craft and US Air Force and Army resupply ci .

By 161200 Apr B Troop, 1. Squadron, »=d r.: -hed .ae nor -her» “~rminus
of the road {vic YU30818%) within the terge . arc The -oute was caiable of
supporting vneecled or tr:-ked vehicle traft.., 7 . roa: had overheac bamboo
cover and w2s two feet wi-der thon an ACAV. The o Lte siwed evidence of recen.
use, nostly by bicyele t-iffic, Nume-ous s aller :2ess routes were =1so loca.
ted near the m2in road,

The exploration of *“he road netwirk eav’ of tho Be River in Phuoc Long
Province revcaled it to be a well-used logistical/infiliration sxis. There was
little evid-vce of wheeir.? or tocked vehicle trafiic ~“ong the routr, Althoug!
the hulks of three lestr ~ed tr.-ks were fozid, a0 of -nese h~3 beew destroyed
months or even years pri. ¢ to %2 operation. Tre destrusiion or capiure of nu-
merous bicycles by reginmentsl 7. rces “uring *heir soarches indicated that this
was the primary means of logis. .cal movement, T location of several base
areas and fortificalbions reveei:d an cxtensiie ennny comunication network,

At 201950 Apr the rcgiment was wnerveehedl; urdered to returm to the Long
Binh/Bien Hoa area on 21 Apr as & sceurity :-r1 -~ = rcaction force for IT Field
Force in preparation for the suszpected sex  cl. b oo offensive agsninst
Stdigon and the surrounding key inst-liatio.. L. - resu.t of itha-brief tenure
of the operation, the newiy cornstructed enc - ren. was not investigsated to the
fullest extent. The micsion of destrovirng .o supply route vw.s tasked upon the
5th Special Forces Croup &t Comp Bun-r~c, O 21 lpr the 3rd Scouedron moved from
L0 Allons Silver to Fhu Loi (XT825148) by way of Long Xoai =nd Phuoe Vinh, be-
coming OPCON to the 1st Infontry Divicion ot 220627H lpr ~s it crossed the Ee
River in vic AT9344. Thz 1st Squadron departed 4C ~llens Yellow for Dong Xo=i
on 21 Apr and from there; in a surprise nove to the cace, drove nlong Highway
322 to destroy VC/NVi forces in 10 Pesch, pinztrating War "one D with negotive
conteet, The lead elemcn’ reacnhed the Dong Yai Niver ot 2218407 ‘pr and secure
s fire support basec at ¥1253280., During 1s% Souadron reconncissance in force
operctions on 23-24 Lpr, enemy contact foiled to »oterialize; however, evidence
of - large encny logistical metwork in this ~rean was uncovered b+ the saquadron,
Chicon weapons, repoir parts, enemy armunitisn cuges end rafts for novement
alonz the Dong ¥ai River cs well as mumerous tunior cotplexes wore locrted and
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captured or destroyed,

At 250650H Aipr the 18t Squadron and the Regirental Command Group moved
from AQ Peach to a float bridge crossing on the Dong ¥oi River vic YT314261,
This float bridge, the largest cver constructed in 7ietnam to date, spanning
925 feet, was instlled for the hasty crossing of the regiment by the 168th
Engineer Battalion (Comba’) in 48 hours, The Rugimental Com~and Croup and the
1st Squadron closed into the Long Binh/Biea Hoa complex ot 251655H ‘pr, A ferc
consisting of 1/18th Infantry, G Troop, 2nd Squadron and /168th Ingineers was
loft to secure the crossing site after the regiment (-) had crossed, At
25254580 Apr an unidentified enemy force attncked this group with small arms,
automatic weapons, RPG and 82rm mortar fire, Fire was imediztely returned
and continued until 260050H lApr when contact was broken, During the battle
TAiC air, artillery and light fire teams supported friendly units, Two TS per-.
sonnel were killed, two trucks were destroyed, and two “CAV's and four trucks
were damaged. The enemy lost ten men by body count with 16 possible KIA's and

ne POW., One small arm, two crew-scrved weapons and 22 grensdes were captured

11, (C) EVCINEER SUPPORT:

a, The 1st Plotoon, 919th ™ngineer Compeny, provided support to the
1st Squadron, The plotoon assisted in prer-ring *three VLB sites ~nd two exyc
dient crossing sites on the initial move 1:.vth, Tn the move south through Va-
Zone D, the 1st Platoon was given the mission of regotiating oo obstacles in
order to expedite the move or the combet c..ewen.. accopanving it through the -
arcc, This required eight hours of tr-nk<ioger ci’ort preparing 1/ =xpedient
crossing sites., One key crossing was a 70-foot rovine which wos inpossible t.
by-pass.

b, The 2nd Platoon, 919th Sngineer Company, supported the 3rd Squad:
The platoon assistcd in preparing two AVLE sites on the initi=l thrust north.
Operating in AO illons Silver the platoon provided support in the destruction
of over 300 cnerxy fortifications,

12, (FOU0) 1LOGISTiC.L SUPPORT:

a, Class I, IT, IV: During the pariod 15-21 “pr the reginent was
supplied with Class I, II and IV supplies oy tho 229th Supply and Service Come
peny located at Phuoc Virh, The supplies were T2 cun froa Phuoc Vinh to regi-
rmentel field locations by CH-47. Therc werce 1.7172 missions flown transporting
2,024,9 tons of cargo and 1,591 passergers curta, 417.7 hours of flving time,

b. Claoss ITI end V: During the perion 15-21 ‘pr the regi-ent w-s
supplied with Class III and V supplies bv the 6i4vh Ourrtermzster Battalion in
Long Binh, The supplics werc flown ‘ato Coump Bu..id »y C=-120 circreft. TForty.
nine C-130 sorties flew 645 tons of supplies initn Punard, From Bunard these
Class III and V supplies were flown to regimenitcl field locations by CH=47 air.
eraft. 152 sorties werc flown forword from Bunnxd, transporting 314 tons of
equipment,

¢, During the move “oward the Long Binh/Bisn Hoe ccmplex on 22 ‘pr.
the reginental forces were supplied with Clnss I = V by CH=47 aircraft from
supply points in Bien Hoa, & total of 24 CH=47 nissions were flown to the res
neant on 22 ‘pr. 1t Bunerd on 21 )‘pr there werc 331 tons of IIT and V supplie.
stockpiled for the anticipated use of the reginort in 10 llons, O 21 and 2
Apr there were 25 C=~130 sorties to cvaciite these supnlies from Puncrd,
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. d. During the operavion, there was cne C-123 flipht doily between
Blackhorse Bege Comp ond Phuoc Vinh for the traisportoiion of =ail and person=
nel,

e. Problan irecs:

(1) .. problen exis*ed in transporting the flzmethrower service
units from Bunord back to FPhuoc Vinh when the regiment was ordered to move out
of AQ Allons on 22 ipr., The 23-ton trucks on which the flamethrower service
units were mounted could not negotiate the terrain between Purard ~nd Phuoc Vi
Although these units were not filled with flamethrower chemiccls at Bunard and
hence were completely safe, the Air Force refused to transport them unless they
were first steamed out, which was an impossibility., The problem was solved by
scheduling three flying crane sorties to transport the umits. This incident
clecrly pointed out the need for a trocked vehicle capable of trar sportlng the
flenethrower service wnit to any location trafficeble to the orgonic M13241
Flanethrower,

(2) The ..ir Forcec forklifts svailable at Puncrd were not able 1
negotiate the rough terrain between the runways servieing C-130 ~ireraft and
the loading peds for CH-47 aircraft, The distance separating these nreas weos
approximately 300 feet over which all of the smmumition for the squadrons had
to be carried by hand, & rough-terrain tvy. forl ift with exira l-rge wheels
suitable for off-runway terrain could have solved this problen,

13. (C) RESULTS:

Friendly losses

Personnel: KLi WIL
6

Squipnent: Denaged @

M4 843 ACAV Bridge Bs..% Bridge Truck 3/4~Ton Ty
2 4 1 4 1 '
5-Ton Truck Lowboy Trock

1 2

Destroyed:

Bridge Truck 2=Ton Trurk Bridge To%
1 1 i

meny losses

Fersonnel: KIi (BC, X33 _(BC) XL\ Poss) KB. (Toss)
13 16 16 21
Equipment: Destroved:
mpans Rice Bizcvelss

225 1bs
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Bicycles AK=47 AK-50 RPG-2 Leuncher RPG-2 Rds

53 3 5 3 20

RPG-2 Borsters Med Supplies S4 smno 12,7mm, A-mo
26 22 1bs, 650 rds 50 rds
M16_dmo Gren Doc 120mm, NMort 82rm. ~ort

150 rds 27 5 1bs 1 21

75m, RR rds Rice AT ines .51 Cal .rmo

142 615 1bs 1 50 rds

14. {(C) COM{NDER'S iSSESSENT: The eleven days of this oper~tion
denonstrate clearly the capabilities and limitations of recent ~rnor oper~tion
in Vietnam, Given ecareful planning »nd route selection, armor can nvke rarid
surprise moves deep into eneny territory., Howewer, such -oves must be accom-
panied by conplete and imoginative logistieal planning, Upon arrival in the
targret area, the eirloyment of the tracked vehieles ill depe~d ertirely on ii.
terrcin,  Ia this coperation both in the vicinity of Song Be -4 -lso in War
Zore D, it was necessary to srend severel days in jungle-busting prep-raticn
of the crea for more rapid movement in following <oys., Additionnllv, since
the regimentcl operations in the vicinity of Loc Vinh, Dacember 1967, the ener
rcaction to armor units has been to evade contach. Cn this oporation, the
enemy also ~voided decisive engng aent and sought to oprose the friendlw force:
only by use of tonk-killer teams: three men arted with an BPG=2 ~nd two AK-47':
When pressaed by speedy armor operctions, the eve-y ~-311 obandor his stores snd
equirment. To fix and to defeat the enemv scldier reovires uch time and the
development of -n interdiction plen utilizing 11 x-ailable sssets of =ir,
artillery, ~rd raneuver elements,  Terrain cbstocles, esrecinll - ri-ers which
pernit easy “erial surveill~rce both day and niftt become p-~itienl-rly advan
tagreous to friendlw forces ot tris meoment., Thus, it is again ~rp-rent thet
therc are no neow tricks for .r-or opirations in Vietn-m; success “erends uron

gence 28 well ~s ineuver nnd fire su pert clements,
[y A
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Initial Task Orgonization
(150200H ~ 220830H Lpr 68)

1st Squadron, 11th ACR
18t Plat, 919th Engr Co

3rd Squadron, 11th ACR
2nd Plat, 919th Engr Co

1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infentry Division

Battery D, 1st Bottalion, 5th Artillery

Regimental Control
Hq Trp, 11th ACR
919th Eagr Co
409th RR Det
541st ©°T Det
37¢h fed Co
398th Trans Det (CHFH)
506th S&S Co (Spt)
551st It ifaint Co (Spt)
11th TACP

Subseguent Task Orsrndzitinm
(R20830H - 251655H “pr 55;

Same as above with deletion of the 3rd Squedron and <he 2nd Plat, 919th Engr ©
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