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1 • (U) REFEREt·rCES : 
• 

I'" _' ... a • 11-:':: _~!'mo::,ee_ 

b. 11th .Armored Cavalry Regiment OPORD 4-68 (TOAN TR.~NG), 14 Apr 68. 

c. ;~ps, Vietnam, 1:100,000, Series 16C7, Sheet ~\unbers 6331, 6332, 
6333, 6431, 6432, 6433. 

2. (U) TYPE OF OPERATION: ~ration CLIFTON CORRAL, executed as part 
of Campaign TOAN THANG, was an armored CB.Valry r3.id and a reconnaissance in 
force operation. 

3. eu) I1I\.TES OF OPERATION: The CLIFTON COP-RAL portion of TOAN THANG 
was conducted 15 to 26 Apr 68. 

4. eu) IDCATION: the area of operations eJl:-!:,ended llong the axis Phuoc 
Vinh (XT9648) - Dong Xoai (rr0776) - Bunard (XT2;~~:.~) to -:;he B.c.'oa east of the 
Be River and southeasterly into 'tolar Zone D. 

5. (U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: The 11 th ArJ.dred C;salry Regiment conduc­
ted CLIFTON CORML under the oporational c,)~"'..trol :f Headquarbvrs, II Field 
Force, Vietnam. 

6. eU) REPORTING OFFICEP.: The !'epol-~'.::.ng (,:;'icer' .1..8 Colonel Charles R. 
Gorder, Commanding Officer, 11th Armored Cct.iTalry ',0gi""'.e::.:t. 

7 • (C ) INTELLIGE~C!! : 

a. C-enera,l: S:.nce the TE'I' offensive, enemy activity in Military 
Region 10 (Binh Long and Phuoc Long Provinces) had been light. Phuoc Ioog 
Province had been almost stripped of know enemJ~ ...:..1its. Resupply for the unitr 
around Saigon had been ~~uttled throllgh the pr0J~~ce (;f the 81st end 86th P~ar 
Service Groups (vi~ YU2\.,48 and YT2655, respectlvely).. Replace'"'lents were being 
processed in greater nUIllbers tha..'l ever before D1tO the 5th Viet Cong Division 
and the 7th and 9th NVA Divis::~m.s by the 76th r..':.pla.cement Regiment (vic YU1232) 

b. Order of Battle: '1\;0 main force 1:;,-:-.-t..uions, the 211th and the 
212th, had been identified Ll the area near 80v~ Br.. These units were from a 
regimental size infiltration g.L"oup tho.t hee. :r;:l::! i, its t.hird battalion (the 213t 
to fill out the ranks of the 211 th a.'tld thf~ -: '::- :.". SeveroJ. local force companie 
operated in Phuoc Long Province. Three of -(,h€;~~:~ c(;mpanies, the C-270, C-272 
nnd C-273 formed a concentrated provincial ba.tt,).~don. It wa.s conceivable that 
up to three infiltration groups of reGimental SiZ8 could be providing security 
and labor for the new VC supply routf-:. The 7th 1-'1;;;' DiviSion, with two regi­
ments, was located in Binh Duong Proyince. They 2.,peared to be oriented on 
Saigon but could possibly ho.ve been diverted -(,aware. ~ffi.-10. The 275th Regiment 
of the 5th VC Division Wt'l.S probably conducting resupply activities as far nortl. 
as Phuoc Long Province. No other known enenr'J units were available for immedi­
ate reinforcement of Phuoc Long Province. 

c. Specific Si tuo.tion: In mid-Earch 68 Headquarters, II Field Force! 
Vietnam, directed visual and photographic recop~~issance as well RS Long PAnge 
ReconnaissQ'tlce P~trol activity into Phuoc L~ng Province. This reconnaissance 
effort discovered the presence of what appeareG to be a key ire supply route 
through the province east of the Be ~tver. It o.~p8ared that the roaD had been 
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constructed under the jungle canopy in order to pTovide ~, vehicul2.r route from 

Cambodia to War Zone D. ARVNI{l'.~adratObserving bulldozers 
,and eleven H'11.3 type tracrG" ".! " .i ':Ill" f the Be :rti.ver. The 

;,;,VC d~-sregnrd for secrecy . 90}1 _ 1 h was believed to be 
caused by stringent requi.. . 0 e muts around Saigon. 

d. Capabilities: Sinc;e acute resuppl;y requirements D.ppeElr to have 
caused the VC to sacrifice surprise, it was likciy that they would attempt to 
defend against interdiction of the road by allied forces. Attacy~ by fire on 
night laager positions, probing att.acks and tm1k-killer teams were to be expec­
ted. Though mining was expected initially to be very light north of Dong IOai, 
it was anticipated that the enemy would quickly begin to use anti-ttmk mines 
to slav down friendly track movement along lines of communication which would 
become more and more limite(!. as the monsoons set in in late April and early 
i·fay. 

e. Vulnerabilities: Friendly activity could undoubtedly dlsrupt nOT-, 
mnl resupply, thereby putting a strain on the VC :mits i::1 centrd III Corps 
To.ctical Zone. Supply caches too large to be mo,,: rl quL:l'ly cr;nld be captured. 
Infiltrating replacements ,Could be forced into th batt~·.., al t> :-.ugh the enemy 
was most likely to avoid fixed contact in which u·; fire ,,,uperlJrity could be 
more effectively employed. 

8. (C) MISSION: The 11til Armored C~-alry l)gimm:.t (mL:C~lS) was to con­
duct a raid to interdict the 0110my line of ,~ommu'~ ':;ati(l~:,s exJvclding from Phuoc 
Vinh to Dong Xoai to Bunard i11 the O.!"ea ea.::.~, of : I,) Be "i ver ,''::ld in ' :a.r Zone D 
and to loca-c,e and destrcy enemy forceS and :::1.st<:i" ·~tio:;: in these aT")as. 

9. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERA.'J'Io!~: The 1~th AC:' 1I''")S to execute ar. am.ored 
raid to secure deep objE. 'Uves along the Piluoc if>~ - n':mg Xor.i -. Btmard axis 
and in the o.rea. ee.st of the Be: Rive! from which i't could conduct reconnaissance 
in force operations to entrap and destroy enemy forces and equipment. ~'he 1 st 
Squadron wc,~ to be the 10ccd uni.t, followed by thE. 3rd Squadron, in coordinntior· 
with the 1s-~ B:::-.tta.::.ion, :3th ]r.,'::mtry, 1st J.:nforl-;;:,r Di~/ision.(See ~~:mex A-
Task Organization.) , 

On 6 Apr 68 t:13 propc.ro.to!~,' decc:otion pho.s? for Operation CL!'li'TO~T CORRAL 
was put into effect. 0:1 0617,Y:~: Apr 68 the 2nd Squo.dron was rele?sed from OPCO 
to the 1st Infrntry Division n.::c~ roae marched f>",m its former .Aren of Operation: 
vic Ben Cat (XT7433) to BIl".ckhorse B<.lse C.'lIllP1 e;: .. : s::"ng c.t 2002H. The 2nd Squa­
dron also secured the movement of the Regimc::tc.... CCI1 1,-:1d Post from Bien Rca to 
Blackhorse on 6 Apr. Rather +1"o.n hc..vG the ~,r.d {:, :·,.'ldr(lJ. ,~ttack north directly 
from Ben Cat into the CLIFTmr C8FJIAL "crea C i Of t ! .: i"ions, t.he move back to Black 
horse was designed to disguise 'toe il":t.ent1,,',ls ci~:~G regiment in regard to this 
objective' and to catch the e!',lYllY off guo.rc:. As [,,' contLl1uance of this deception 
operation, on 10 Apr 68 the 3rd Squoo:on wc.s rclo,'.sad fron its direct support 
mission to the 25th ARVt,: Ll1fontr-.r Dh::'zion und ceg.:m :i.ts t.acticlll road march 
to Blo.ckhorse 'Base Camp at 11 0004H ~\rr to conduo'i::, 7'"Jintenance and training in 
preparation for future operations. Also on 10 Ap.:, the 1st Squadron relinquish', 
responsibility for the security of Blackhorse Ba.Sf. Grun,), Gia Ray, the Blnckhorf 
to Imlg Binh convoy and as a RI3.:tdy Reaction Forc0 for t~E IDng Binh/Bien Hoa 
complex, and these duties were assumed by the 2n:'. 3qul:'..tir':-n. This freed the 1 s+., 
Squadron for maintenance and training in prepara~ion for futu~e operations. 
Dur:L'I1g the period 11-14 _\pr the 1st and 3rd Squadro:ls prepared for an armored 
raid into this suspected logistical enclave in Hli.-10 which 'Was believed to be 
the main avenue for supplies to the VC/WA forces threatening the Saigon area, 
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executed thrust to secure obiectives 85 1':.5_1es T~d 115 r:iles north of Blrckhorse 
&.se Camp. The deception ;_'.:':Id speed e Tloyed i:~ this oo!1.cept we:;.'e designed to 
catch the enemy 1.ll1rrepnred 2.',d tc lec-:te':1d destroy the n.?.ximum ~cj.o"nt of 
enemy install~.tions ,J..,."1d equirnent prior to his~·,ticlp:ted lilining'ctivit~.r. 
The operation wns to be CO:1f1ucted i:1 three ph'ses: Ph-:se I was t".rgeted on the 
recently located rrute exte~;d:i.ng throl'gh Phl'oC Lo;1g Province ec.st of the Be 
River fu a generally southerly directio::1 over w~ich the enerly h".d been moving 
sup!:--lies from C.JIJbndia. The im tiel '1issio!l of the regiment was to locate ~nc. 
destroy this supply avenue. Ph.:J.se II of the oper':'.tion caJ.led for the regi.,en~ 
to c nduct reconi1Qissa~ce in force operations to discover any ccnti::1un tion of 
this logisticll route to the south. Phose III directed the regiment~l RIF 
operations i"'!to l.J'ELr Zone D still further s, .... uth of this i'.1i tial .i~0. The 
projected dura.tion of the overall operation w"S two to three weeks. 

10.. (C) EXECUTION,.i .At 150200H .Apr, the 1st S(1w~.dron, the lead lLnit 
of the reginentnl El~~ rch colUI'lTI, began its rapid Tr'''ve f'ror.:l Bl r c khorse &- Se 
C~p to the ini ti'J.l CLIFTml COHRf.;.L .. lren of Oper'1.;-; ons. (See ''''\',ox B -
Oper[~tions Overlay). The Jrd ScU9.drOll, 'lCCO"]:,'Y- cd b'.' ~he T.r.1!i'8~ltHl Head-
quo.rters mel. Headqu~-:rters Troop, followed, de}':'1rt i.'lg.r:khor~,o ~t 03.30H. Th:: 
.i~ir Cawllry Trr,op provided two Heavy Fire Teams ::) air ,---over ior the f.1··rch srll): 
rons the entire length of their route. The cavc..~r'r r:. td intl\ .~.O "lIons cprri, 
the regiJ::l.ont through dense jm:ple, hl:-,boo ",icke'"" :rn(~ l.'21il"1f _'eyed ro>~ds. 
The route WdS obstructed by nlmerous l'.7lbri .ed W . 3r'W<1.7':, C r: in[ th.3 91°t.h 
E'1gj "leer Conp::':ly (Arqored) to prep':'TC' . f h-r",-,n'-i tes :'1d t,,~, ex:re6ient 
crossi:rg sites O!1 the i:::i tin1. thrust ~~',")rt.r \;L'~' ~alini: .:"\.rrf,.;:cel~_c:.::ts for the 
m -~reh north W0re pn 1~tici.,:·,'-rly well-rlD.'1..'I1ed o'3 .. '1d S' ,('thly executed. For e"er-
ge;'cv refuolL1'lg between Bh1.ckhorse D.:·\(7. Fhur~ Vi:11 the sC1l!ldrc:1s c'~.T:t'ilO)d their 
org(:l.":'ic wh",elod fuel veb_cles. l~t "'hUGe Vi'."h::t 'Zi1'0' .tlll ref"el:'..~~r:: r0i7lt 
U8.S est..'lblish,3d t -.. i:'1su::e thc.t ever': vehic 1..e HQ1.11(~ be f1'll y rrc'''ro;-': for the 
m~rch north i;:;tfl th{;.,: .:'.0. em. 0. s;-;,all hors8s\;.0e tur'1-off ,.·d:joi::i....,C' the reg'llp r 
rl'!'ch ro"te, twr' 10,000-gn.lJ.on fuel t-:.;1kers wer~) I'Jsitic:ned. Q~(,;. cf''1t.:l.:tned 
11esal fuel, .... :~.c1. the cth)r g's"line, both " vL.g :'lve ~10ses t:' f~c"l.it[1te ' 
SGrvicinG'D. V-rgo iunbe:. of vo',: ',cles sir.u1 i,,::,.ne()l.~sly. ;~s the \"ehicles refuelec. 
they Doved pst the fuel point 'Go ~,n::'.ssern1jly :':'9:' .. , DvC'ir:'ing c':"'lfcst.j.(\~. ::-t the 
fuel site. This -!.rru:"'gc!:lent . ~!'kec, s'1tisf'ct'"'ri.i.;r, 1J.',d ..... 0 rrol::lGTIs 'pore 
e'1CCH1.:1tered in refueling the r\.;t,im::mt 0;': t.he ,"":o,re to AO ·.llons. 

Atta.oking through the Phuoc Vinh - D0~1f' Xc:r·3 - BlL'I1"lrd .ry.xis. the 11 th i\CR 
C2.shed into e"er'y-contrdlect ;"r::08.s, seid1'1-? Obioctive 1 ~t. Tep T,:-.k ('1U 2000), 
Objective 2 .':'.t Blm'::.rd (YU2789) 8._n.d estnbHshi~'g ~1:.e R.egi··!ent~l CO--:-'"'"'l1d Grc-uTl 
~t C"np Bu:.r:.rd. I:1 a p'lTticul-'lrly d'.ri:::>r '('I'm, ·-'10 1s'::; S('!':'('lrC'·'~_ took ":'tri"1u" 
,:·.dVallt<~.ge of the surprise obttlined b:r push:"'.,~ t:l '.roar over ~ denolished bridge 
C'.nd n::rched :::::~. ;'ddi tional 20 kms I;) orlbr',,' se Cd (e i'1fc!"ltry l"~d:l'le: zenes in 
the hea.rt of the to.rget ;.ren. On 16 -\pr, the 1 /~ 8th I?if['~":.tr-'r ~·!-S ".irlifted 
fro:::;1. the S0ng Be .lirstrip into AO Al1c.'::.s Blue (vi;; 'nT3215) where tha 1 st SCl'''d-
r,jn hO.d securec:1_ ~_ l::mcti'1g Z0no for the 2.ir-nss -1.l.1 t. Ele'!ents C'.f' the 1/18th 
I:1f('.~'.tI"".f were cross-iltt.'ch'3d with ele "ents fr'~·': coth the 1 st ... ,,:,.::~ Jrd Srl1 -drC'ns: 
:'2!C~ the three bal '3.nced tei1;'~s, Bach with twt:' ~'.r·l;Jr f'.rl!'l. r>:e iTl' -:-,t.J:"'tr 8le 'ants, 
bego.::::. RIF oper2tions L"1 .\0 iLllons. Bicycles beF'El to 2Tr e'"'r i"are".t '.'1u"!'!oors . 
.f!s the 1st &pli.'..dr:m '""loved :'"·.orth 0::1 16 -\fr, they ~nC01'ntered sevGr~l hlJ.""'ored 1i~ 
up 1:1. rows; denolishing what they could, they c0nt:i ;oued en -I- heir :rrd.ssi()~ t.(1 thE 
:;,orth a'l1d .:'Ilerted the Jrd SQuadron of the f;,,,,d. Hi thin sever"'...l ~ours, "'hen. tl: 
3rd SqueiIron .:trrived at the Site, the e'~c'w h::>d :ce 'oved-TProxi-' -tel"- !1"'.lf 
of the find. On 18 _:".pr the 1 st Sou'~,dro~1 "; sc~verecl. "::, eClen",r t-lnker c("';::rlex 
i:1 the center of ~W .!~llons 'lelIa",. (vic YU36r:1 9.0) wHcn. c:"l1t,'1.hed 13 bicycles at 

woll as co'~tloss Oicyclo cifUrlnfflflM 15-21r~" toH.6f 1~ 
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tblcycles were 

I'OMp~r~lavoI A r 
either capturel.,r ~tlJ»"b tlWr enemy base camp. 

that were located in the area. These pack vehi,::}lts were prob,!:l.bp~y from the 
Transportation Battalion, 86th Rear Service Group. 

At 181020H Apr M Company, .3:rd Squadron, while suppor-cine the 1/18th Infan~ 
try, received small arms a.!ID RPG fire from an U11~.dontified VC force of tDlknown 
size vic YU319167. The fight lasted only three T1inutes before the enemy broke 
contact and withdrew. Five US personnel were w0\lllded, a...'I1d one tank was slight­
ly damaged. VC losses were tDlknown. At 1<j0945H Apr B Troop, 1st Squadron, in 
support of the 1/18th Infantry , received s11lB.ll a:-ms, automatic weapc:1S and RPG 
fire from an unidentified VC force of u."1knO'W:1 sizG vic YU.342170. The e!ieIny 
force was believed to have been composed of perscnnol from the 211th a...~d the 
212th . {&in Force Battalions. Fire was returned with u.'I'1knawn results while ar­
tillery, TAC air and light fire teams supported. ~e enomy broke cmtact at 
1055H and withdrew north. VC losses were u.'I'11mawn vhile US forces suffered thr(·, 
killed, 21 wounded and two ACAV's slightly daTl1aged. 

The regiment "loved virt.ually at will throughGut the Are!? I')f Operations, 
occasionally being confronted by harassing -tank-k~ ·.~er "",r.·runs. There were no 
additional major engagements during the period 0:;' 'vcop",::,: :ssa::- e i'1 force Op9I'~ 
tio:ls in AO .nlons. Howe-rer, ener-y anti-a.L·cr2.ft··ire ";~3 Pf':,: lcuJ.0.rly fre­
quent and i.nte:r.sive in M:{-10. This was duo, at J,.,.st b part:, to the extensi'V;':': 
friendly air acthi. ty in the OJ' Ja to L'I'1cludc. the .".gim{:j:".~ f s 'Cav~1lry Troop, 
the regimental FAC. B/.3/17th CCJalry, as w(. .. ~ as' larg" numbo of 8.:"r strike 
craft a...'ld US ,;lir Force and Arm~' X'esupply C)· +··c. 

By 1618:00H Ap:<: B Tr,:,op, 1 .... .-. Squadro!l~ '.':'0. r'~.- '~ed ' (le no:r.her:" '\)rminus 
of tho road {vic rJ308188) vithin the targfY. clrc ThE 'outet.[(:\s c2,~:,;::,ble of 
supporting \,;ileeled or tr; ~ked Vehicle trait ~ ',~ Ct' . ro[,,( ho.d overheaC bn.'nboo 
cover a...'I1d w<~,s two feet w:.·ier tho..."1 :::L'I'1 l\CAV. The :;.' L.te s::',wed evi(le~cc' of rece::::~ 
use, nostly by bicycle t::~:ffic. Nune'ous s:,;,,11e:;:-:::os::; l~outes were ~'~so 1000. •. 
ted ~enr the m~in road o 

The explor£"tio'1 of the road net~,::,rk d8.'.'\ of th" Be ru ver in Phuoc Long 
Province revealed it to be 0. we11-usod 10gis4:.!.cal/\;rl'ilt,ration '?'xis. There was 
Ii ttle evidr'::".ce of ·Ilheelr.,i or t'.\ .. '.ckec. vehiclo trClq ·~c ;'.:.ong tl10 rou';·". Althoug; 
the hulks of three :'lestr' .yed tr,' "ks WGre f( ,,;: .. :::., ';". ) of~~ese h ~.'i bee-. destroyed 
months or even yoe.1'3 prit C' to -C.:- 3 operatior... ')'rJ': ltestruction or cnp',:.ure of nu­
merous bicycles by ~~ogir:1C!lt::'~ J" .:'ces :uri.'I'1E +,~~e:L sJ8.rcnes indict'.ted that this 
w?s tho primAry ~e2.:!S of logi::;', ... .:;1l1 mJvemel1'l~, ';:1'J locQ.tion of sover8.1 base _ 
areas ,a;,id fortifications rovociJd 0..."1 cxtO~ll:,j."i'r.:; e:'rn:'/ com 'u.'I'1ic;:.tio:2 network. 

_tt 201950H Apr tho rogim.ont ",as 1,,;,."1(;~::,cct,c-c1.:Li u:£(~oroj to rotUT":' to the Long 
BL'I1h/Bien Hoo. area on 21 Apr ZlS a. socuri ty::-;l :." :,r~7 rCI1("tion force for II Fielc. 
Force in preparutio:l for the SU3pectoo so::-' .. · . C.';.L·' ' ,:t f):~)TT off 0:"1 S ivc !'l.g''''.L'I1st 
Sd.gO!l a...1'1d tho surrounding key in3t:l) .. 'ltio.,:,,, .' reS'c.l_t of thn -brief tenure 
of the opere.tion, the neuly co!".struct0d e:~-.: ',' retl'" vas :lot iT::7cstigD,tod to the 
fullest extent. The l!1iss::'o~ of destroyi.!'.g ·:".~0 s'tli·'PJ.y 1"0ute "'1:8 tasked upon the 
5th Special Forces Group &t C;onp BuD. ~,-(. Q. 21 '>'t'; the .3rd SOllec.ron moved from 
LO Allons Silver to Phu Loi (XT835148) by way 0; D.;::g Xoai ".lld Phuoc \Ti!lh, 00-
COlll:J.g OPCQ!I! to tho 1 st Inf8,'1try Divi8::.o!1 o.t 22(16':"H .:':.p::::" ::',S it crossed the Be 
River in vic XT9.344. Th3 1st Squa.dro:l derart8cl AC Lllcl1.s Yellow for Dong Xoai 
0::1 21 Apr am:". from there ~ in a surprise !love to -~.':1(; C·C',.:'(i, j::::"OV'G ;;,lo~g Highway 
.322 to destroy iJC/~rvA f:)!'ces i1:. _'to Pec'.ch, P::-:"'3trQ'::,i:lg V~,r ":O!le D with nego.tive 
contc,ct. The lead eleli1c::-~ I"edC:'l0d the:: Dong '\:d ".:'.-;8r r:::' 221640:-1: \ pr Q;."1d secure, 
~ .. fire support base 8.t 1"l'?5.3280, Duri~lg 1 st SOU<'.dro!l reco1],nc.iss8Z1ce in force 
operc.tions 0~1 2.3-24 Apr, e~omy contect f'.:·ilod to :-"o.teriolize; however, evidencf_ 
of ": la.rge encny logisticci network i!l this ;"I.re1'1. 'f/<-:S uncovered b;~ the sauadron. 
Chicon weapor;,s, ropnir parts, enemy D.I:Jl'lU!'.i t.i. Jr~ c:~ses t:.:ld l·[.fts for novc?lc:1t 

rJ~g the Dooc'led RiVBr CCONflBENYllflexos wre )oc.,ted ~,d 
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captured or destroyed. CONFIDENTIAL 
At 250650H Apr the 1 st Squ.:\dron and the Regin.ent,-'.l Com·lll.1'ld Group moved 

from 1..0 Peach to a float bridge crossing on the Dong 1,T,"'i River vic m14261 " 
This float bridge, the largest over constructed in 'TietnaT'l to date, spanning 
925 feet, was inst~'~led for the hi.1.sty crossing (It' the regiment by the 168th 
Engineer Batto.lion (Comba:::;) L!. 48 hours. The &.:gime:1tc..1 Corrr'C\...'1d Group and the 
1 st Squadron closed into the wng Bi?1h/Eio:l Hoo. complex J.t 251655H .'\.pr. A forc:. 
consisting of 1/18th L?1fa:ltry, G Troop, 2nd Squadron and .~/168th :'!::"..gineers W<1S 
left to secure the crossing site after tho reg!~ent (-) had crossed. At 
25255$H Apr a.:.l unidentified enemy force attn.cked this group with snaIl rlms, 
o.uto:r;u-,tic we::J.pons, RPG QIld 82mm mortar fire. F'ire was l:.nredi:;-,tely returned 
~1'ld continued until 260050H Apr when contact was broken. ~1'lg the battle 
TAC air, artillery and light fire teams supported friendly l.l.?1its. ~YO TTS per·· 
sonnel were killed, two trucks were destroyed, a"1d two .'\CAiT's ::-m four trucks 
were dr-maged. The enemy lost ten '1on by body co· ... mt wi + h 16 possible KIA f s !L"1d 
one POW. O'1e SDl:\ll arm, two crew-served We2.p0:'ls :::.l:.d 22 gre::1::-des were ce.ptured 

11. (C) Ei\TGINEER SUPPORT: 

a. The 1 st Plc.toon, 919th "'~ngineer Com.~y, provided. support to the 
1st Squadron. The pl.::'.too!1 !lssisted in pren,·ri~g~,hree .'.~TLB s5.tes ;-'':''.d two eXy2 
dient crossi.."1g si tea on the initial move !: 'L·th.~:l1 the nove f>outh t.hrough Fa:~ 
Zone D, the 1 st Pb.toon was gi von the r..is 87 .. ::m of ".egotlating 2.::"-,r obst2.cles i::l 
order to expedite tho move of the COD.b~'.t e.'.e'1elL, accu':pa."1y'ing it through the 
r-.rGf'.. This required elght hours of t;'nk-.:J.ozer ci.~ort }.!rcpari:'1g 1"- 3xpedient 
crossing sites. fue key crossing W2.S a 70-foot nwi'1e which W~'.S ir:1possible t. 
by-pass. 

b. The 2:::.d Plc.toon, 919th E~g:ineer COmpCk"1Y, snpportcd the 3rd Sqund: 
The platoon assisted 1..:"1 prep~ring two .ci.VLB sites or.. the initi;:-l thrust north" 
Operating in AO ~llons Silver the platoon p~ovided support i'1 the destruction 
of over 300 ener~T forti:l'icCltio~1s. 

a. Cb.fS I, II, IV~ DurL1g the :;'3r!od 15-21 :'.pr the rogi''1ent was 
supplied with ClQf>s I, II ~d IV supplies c; thJ 229th Supply ~"1d Service Com­
P[U1y located at Phuoc Vinh. The supplies w-m.'c -:':'.(1;:1 fro~;1 Phuoc ViT'll to regi­
Rental field locations by CH-47. There l.10r0 1 .. : 7? nissions flm~ tr9Jlsporting 
2,024.9 tons of c,:.rgo a.1'ld 1,591 PD.SS8:'.gers 4170'7 hours of fl'ring time. 

b. Clr.ss III E'lld V: During tL.L perb,:. ; 5-21 .'.pr the regi-:ent w~s 
supplied with Class III end V supplies by ·.:,he 6L~ '~h IlU o.rterr·;;ostcr Battalion in 
wng Binh. The supplies were flo"-111 .~ rIto C'l:lP Bu ·.i. ... d l:Jy C-13 J c.ircrr?ft. Forty, 
ni11e C-130 sorties fIe'" 645 tons of ellpplies i,:". Pu:.".2rC.. l:<"'!-Ortl Bu::1aro these 
Class III nnd V supplies were flown to regiJ1cr~:!:.0.~. field locations by CH-47 air 
cr2..ft. 152 sorties we!'c floW'1 fOI"Wc.::'d from Btn<1:::J., tr0.:lsporti."!g 314 tons of 
equipment. 

c. During the move J,:,oward the wng E:';:h/Bi::m. Hoe cCc'1plex on 22·~p:r .. 
the reginenti:u forces were supplied with CL1.sS ::.: - V by CH-47 cdrcr~t from 
supply points in Bien Roa. ;" tote.l of 24 CH-47 J:lissiO!lS were flown to the 1'0; 

I1e:-!.t on 22 ~·~pr. ~',. t Bunrxd on 21 :'.pr thGrc were .,., 1 tons of III ;).nd iT supplio. 
stockpiled for tho <l..'1ticipater. use of tho reGiT~~:n"t in .~.O :.llons. (11 21 nnd '; .. 
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d. During th'3 opero:vion, there WQ.J ,;ne C-1~'3 flieht d.:ily between 

Blc.ckhorse Base CclIllP c.nd Phuoc "ri..'l1h for the tra"1spo::,ti::Gion of ""'o.il and person­
nel. 

e. ProblcTI ~\re::s: 

(1) .~ problen exis"";ed h1 tro.'1spor·ting the flcmethrower service 
Q"1its from Bunc~ buck to Phuoc Vinh vhen the regiment vas ordered to move out 
of AO Allons on 22 Lpr. The 2~to!1 trucks on which the fllJ..,"1:ethrower service 
'II'"'.i ts vere mounted could not negotiate the terrain between Btr:.8.ro ;",-"'!d Phuoc ~rir 
AI though these units were not filled with flD1'1ethrower cheMicc.ls at BU.'l1llrd and 
henco 'WOre conpletely snte, the .Ilir Force refusel! to tral"1Sport then unless the:, 
vere first steamed out, which ws D.l1 inpossibil1ty. The proble)!! wns solved by 
scheduling three flying cra'l1e sorties to transpo~ the units~ ~s incident 
clec~ly pointed out the need for a tracked vehicle capable of tr~lsporting the 
flL'llethrower service unit to any location trafficnble to the orec:.:'1ic M132!.1 
Flru.1ethrOW'er. 

(2) The "·,ir Forcc fo!'kB.fts D.vcllable Cl.t Pun::r(l. were not able 1. 

negotiate the rough ter!'ain bct-.;een the runways servicing C-130:'.ircr·).ft a'1d 
the 10adL'l1g pads ~or CH-47 aircraft. The distance separating these :trens wes 
approximately 300 feet over vhich all of tho cmmunition for the squqdrons hud 
to be carried by ha'1d. ;~ rough-terraL."1 t~7; for~"ift w~.th eX"~r':!" l7~ge wheels 
suit~ble for off-runvay terrai..'1 could have solved "~his problon. 

13. (C) RESULTS: 

PorsoTh."1el: 

Equipnent: 

Personncl: 

Equip;lont: 

Donqged: 

5-Ton Truck 
1 

Destroyed: 

Bridge T:.uck 
1 

Kg (BCl 
13 

Destro:y-ed: 

Bridge p.).+, 
1 

Il)wbcy 'i'.::~ .... c'\.: 
2 

±-Ton Tru:,k 
----~ 

1 

pemy I.osses. 

IG3,\ (BC) 
16 

B:'~ycl~.:~ ------. 

Fidge f~o_:t 
"j 

Si::npl..l1E. 
2 
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M16_Atr'o 
150 rds 

CONFlDEtJTIAL 

Gren 
27 

AK-=.2P 
5 

!1e.d P..ll.Pl"'.liG§. 
22 lbs. 

Do..£. 
5 lbs 

Rice 
615lbs 

RPQ.-:£ .b9.:u~.;ch~!'. 
3 

Sl~ 

650 rds 
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12..7LIJ!ll.. .. AJFlQ 
50 rds 

14. (C) COXrANDER'S ~~,SSESS'iENT: The eleven df\.ys of this operrtion 
deTJ.onstrate clearly the capabilities and linitations of recent ".mor oper,-,tlofi 
i;:c Vietn;::un. Given careful plmming .'1nd route selectio:}, armor ca.'!. i:l:>ke raT'id 
surprise moves deep into enerw territory. However, such 'oves ':'.l1.st 1::.e accC)7'l .. 
p~..nied by c0I.lplcte :md im".ginc.ti ve logisti cnJ. pb.n..."1i:1g. Upo~11rri w,l in the 
t.:lrcet area, the (F:ployment of the tracked vehicles :'i11 depe~~d e:~tirely on tL;, 
terrdn. I;) this oper::ltion both in the vicinity of Song Be ~~-.d ~ Iso i!1 'Vhr 
ZOr'.e D, it was 7lecessu-y to sr·e!1d severe.l dr:o.ys i:1 jungle-busting pr8p~r'!ti('n 
of the 2.rea for !Jlore rapid L1ovel'!ent in folJ')Wing <'C,YS. Addi';:;i()'1~11v, since 
the regiment<:,~ operations in the vicinity of 10c ~'inh, Dacer.;ber 1967, the e!l€l"' 
re;::'.ct:Lon to RI'l'!Or units hus boen to ev~de (;(")!ltac·~. C:,. t.his op2r~.tion, the 
e:l8JlY also e.voided decisive eng':'.g..;:ent "l:'.d sought to o:!='r'ose the frlendl~r force; 
o!1l}T by use of ti'.nk-killer te.'lE.s: three nen eJ.r1rJd wi th ;~.:'1 Fl.PG-2 ~.:~c. two AK-47 I 
When pressGd by spaedy D.I":".or oper::'.tlons, the e'le'v "tIl rho.':1c.ol.~ his stores "'nd 
equipment. To fix and to defa:l.t the enemv sc1r;ier reo"ires '. 'llch ti'l'e !1.~1d the 
fl.evelopnent of'n i:'terdictio~1 plen utilizinf' '11 }TD,il'1ble pssets of "'_ir, 
c.rti1lerr, ''"'.''',G 1 !i'l.::'.011ver elenents. Terrain cbst,).cles, eSr'eci:.ll' ri' ers w\'ich 
jJ8rDit e;lsy . eriel surveiU':-,ce both (by Gnd nirrt become p,::-t5,cld-:-r17 adva...'1-
t"".ceous to fric3:,)Gl"T forces et '~his "cne:'1t. T)u~~ ~ it j,8 u.go.i:~ '"'T'F -rsp..t th1"t 
therc.lI'e :'.0 :1m" tricks for .r"or op.,:,. .. a.tio'1s in Viet;l~m; success I"e:rends UT'on 
sOlL.'1d logistical pl-.'·Eling <'.:1(1 the skillful Lik.~:mt:i on of :111 ~'v~j_l"ble intelL 
gence D,S "rell,s l'.."'.euver :'.i".d fire Sll' port oloT:'.onts. 

-7-

CONFIDENTIAL 



, . 
, . CONfiDENTiAL 

Initial Tnsk OrR~mization 
l150200H - 220830H Apr 68) 

1st Squadron. 11th ACR 
1 st Plat, 919th E.l1gT Co 

3rd Squadron, 11 th ACR 
2nd Plat, 919th Engr Co 

1st Batto.lion, 18th Infantry. 1st Lnfa...'I1try Division 

&'1.ttery D, 1st B..'1.ttalion, 5th Artillery 

Regimental Control 
Hq Trp, 11th lCR 
919th Engr Co 
409th RR Det 
541 st ::r Det 
37th ~'Ied Co 
398th Trr...'I1s Det (CHFU) 
506th S&S Co (Spt) 
551 st Lt iIai.'I1t Co (Spt) 
11th TACP 

Subsequent Ta.sk (}.rr:i.:liz:·~~.:'I:1, 
(220830H - 251655if-.".p!' -~8,-:-

Reproduced at the NabOl'lal Archives 

Some as above 'With deletion 0f the 3rd Squ8.drJ~. r.k"1d \:he ?nd Plat, 919th Engr C 
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