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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After ,Ac~ion Report (RVC: !(ACV J3-32) 

THRU: Cnmmanding Officer 
1 1t.h A..~:.Ored Ca\-aJ.r1 Regimen,t 
ATTN: [;3 , 
APe US Forces 96257 , 

TO: Commander 
us }~i];j t~y """l~e COlll'llalld" vmm\..'l 
A'YIN: J343 ' 
APe US Forces 96.143 

1. NiJ(E ()R IDENTITY AND!~ TYPE ar OJ'F!Wi,TI€lN~ 

a. Operatio~ DAN TA .. Jf ,,81. ..... '. ,.~ 
b. Security of rice, harvest •. 

2. Dt.. 'XES oF ,c Ol'E'RA nON s 

. .-. .... "lIh 160001 Nov.,66 - 122400 Jan 67. 
~}J. US ~~c~patio.n: '080SJ.O po 301 ~O Dec 66. 

-." /'- "':: 

-;~ ~I1Q.N: OOl«llOilJlJl and BL"lli TUY Provinces • 
. ;: ::-',:/~.J,~~ .. " 

4. S~.;_U1;.R. 1ltl) Armored Ca. V"'.ill'y Regiment. 
-',. ,.. 

5 •. ~fFF~CER: '. L'ro' Hart.1ri'D. HoWell. 

·6. - rJi.SK,,~tlJnZA~Iah • See Annex A. 
. ','. [ r ~ '; .". . _ . 

7. S~F<IlCF>9: 

a. lJ.r SUpport. 

(1) Preplanned air strikes. 
'.' 

(a) On 15 De~ one strike north ot the 'U NG1~ Rivel" was 
aborted due ~o racH.o tallure in the Forward 1i1r CQn-

(b) 
trolle:r's a,1rcra:rt. ' 
On 16 Dec one strike was called on a suspected en8J17 

. position looated: at coordinates rr 82f!480. Negative 
results were obserm. 
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CONfiDENTIAL 
(~) (it '7 !bc t;.m strikes ... :ere called. The first was placed 

in a suspeet·<')d enemy ba.se camp l'..orth c4. .t.ha. ·LU lIJI. River. 
Small secon'lary expl~si~s indicated the possibility that 
an ammo c;-.che p.ad been hit. Toe second was called OIl a 
susoect.ed base cam;> r.t IT 970446. Negative results were 
obserwcl. 

(d) lit 231430 !h;c another strike was called on a. suspected VC 
base caop north of the U~ NGi~ River with negative results. 

( e) Q1 26 DGc a strike against e. suspected eneJD¥ position at 
IT 840485 was aborted. l.gain, this was due to radio fail­
ure in the F 1..C aircraft. 

(f) j,t 271230 Dec a strike was pJ.8.ced on 'l suspected vc supply 
dump north of tho Ll. NG:t. River. White and gray 8IIlOke 'Was 
obeervec1 i.'1 two secondary explosions. Ql the basis of this, 
another mission was diverted, and a secood str1k4 was placed 
on the target, hm-rover no further results were observed. 

(2) lnIDediate air strikes. On 22 ~c an im!nedia.te strike was put in 
at rr 874247 when elements of troop B received auto_tic weapons 
fire from that area. The onam.v he.d broken conte.ct by the time 
tho aircraft arrived, ,...nd the results of the strike were undeter­
mined .. 

b. 1.rl1f3' m. 1'be lliyt firo tsp.JIl attach..d to the Squadron flew a total 
of 27 missions duriz::g the operation. i .. total of approx:1ma.te17 1;0,000 
rounds of 7.62 and 100 - 2.75 inch rockets were expended. 

e. j;.;rtillorr. 

(1) General: I.rt1llery support for the operp.tion was provided h7 
three batteries: 

(a) How Btrl', 1 at Sq., 11th J.CR, 101) ,SP. 
(b) B/7/9 l.rty,.5/.t.h,. forty GP7 "10' (towed). 
(0) '-'Iz/~~ :..rt.T> 54th f..rty Gp> 155 SP. 

The separate batteries were formed into a provisional battalion 
with the mission of direct suppor't to the 1 at Squadron. 'lbe 
command and control group was provic1ec1 by the 2/3S./.rt1llery. 

(2) ':ihe follmling types of m:.ssions were fired: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Each evening whe:'l. the line troops assumed their positions, 
a!'t:Ule't"y fired defens-.bro concontrations in their areas. 
'lhasa fires were continued intermittently throughout the 
l'.izht as part of the H and I progrPlD. 
'!.'t'[€mt:r.-two will adjust D"issions were fired at small enflll7 
clements. 'i':,r'le$e fires in conju.."'lction with friendl.;y SE.ll 
ar~s fire caused the ene~ to break contact in aJ~ cases. 
Fires were then shifted to suspected routf!S of withdrawal. 
Severel fire for effect missions were fired on suspected 
ene~ positi~lS with unknown results. 
f~ll preparations on troop-sized objectives were fired as 
well as prap1a.nned concent!'a.tions along routes for convo1 
protection. 
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(3) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Reproduced at the National Archives 

. J nmrrtt me 1:1 ntttlf 

CONfiDENTIAL 
(e) On SOV3ra! occesions H ~~d I tiros were effective in aocur­

ing caches of' cn,-,IDY ri'!s which b..'\d been discovered too late 
in the dc1.y fer h:.;.1:;;d:!£.~'3 evacuation. 

i.mmunition during the oport. tion 'WaS expended in the followi.ng 
manner: 

105HE 10swP 155HE 155WP 
RGgistrations 130 14 103 
H and ! Fires 2625 1352 
Defensive Concentrations 206 88 2 
Will Adjust Missions 992 46 333 
Fire-!'or-ef!'ect and Preparations ...l~ -:>S 

bO 
~ r-434.7 1914 

INTti'....LLIGENCE: 

a. Prior to Operl!.tion: Indications from all sourcos, including /JlVN in­
telligence, advisors at HAM TJiN and VO DI1T, and Red Haze missions, 
showed that the VO DhT rice bowl area. wa.s not hGl'.vi.ly defended by 
main force units, but that the D500 Se~.rate Bnttalion (OONG HI,!) and. 
at least t'fO NVi" regiments were ava.ilable for employment in the Area. 
ot operations. Ex:tent'live rico caches and base areas defended by 
guerrilla un! ts wero Teported in the mountain area north of the U. 
NGi.. Riv-er. The 1,21 st, va district concentrnted comptU'J1' also 'Was re­
ported oper~ting in the Mr;PU - Mt5PJJ~ area. 

b. Valuo of Prior 1:ltelligonce: Ir.,t,elligence history indicnted that in 
the past year the VC were C'.ctive in the M=BRIK area, this decided 
the Sq,uadron CollilDrulder, in his search for base areas, to initia.l.l7 
concentrate on this a.r~a. Prior intelligence ~d aerial observation 
permitted timely fire plnnning for the area of operations. Actual 
enemy resistance w<,.s light, a.s expected. 

c. Intelligence during tho Operation: Intelligence received from the lOtb. 
kRVlJ Division Forward CP ind:!.ceted a 200 InIUl VC force (possiblJ" from 
the 186th IF Bn) vicinity coordi..'l'\tes IT 8348. '!bis informtion 'Was 
checked and found to be unsubstantiRt.ed. :&.se camps end rice ~ches 
were found vicinity coordinates yr g4h3, rr f:rl44, and IT 9143. b.n­
other IJfllN ropor+, of e. YC batte.lion" &'l.id to be located at IT 8333, 
wa.s also chack;,;;d'lJit!l neg::>.tive r3st.·~'b.. On 27 Doc, a battalion-sized 
base camp 'lIas disco'\-ered at IT 835!.1,3.. It conttLined five huts and. a 
large amount of rice.. Docu~e:lt,f' fo-...nd throUlljlout the area referred 
to the 422:ld IF COIr.pa.ny, :mel listod nuncrous members of that organi­
zation. On 29 De~., anotho1' b"'S3 ('..a:1P "I:a6 discovered, containing 
several huts, 2'\llJm.1.l pens) ~~~1 :,ice.. It was located at IT 9251+46. 
Paragraph 12 liDts .it"'). dS7.~il thE) n:::m:;)cr of Gnonv ldlled, wounded, and 
captured, as well as ener.:y equipment and 6u?plies ca.ptm-ed or destroy­
ed. 

MISSION: Effect.i va 030B30?: v~o 66 i!l'JV'3 fror:l Base Camp to vic "fJrJ D!~T (IT 
7333) 8...'1d est~.bl:iHh COm;;).::l.·~. b~SG 0 T.:e!,,3~f~·or cO'T.!ilo:::.ce- or-crat:!,0r1.3 to se-
cure route ft·c.:rr S:)0! Gi.T to 71ilm LD~H :L."l coo::'diru~t,ion uith GO 1:? 52) 10th 
fur Iliv (LRVH). Be p!"er~.~e1 to secure US eng:i.!'!.cer work pe.rtics. Be pro-
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pared 0/10 to Oonduot(' nll [I n [ Ll TI A lnorth ot tho 1;. NGI. 
River. Continue seeuUJIltl.v.rmnm 

10. COt«:EPT CI' OPE..R1.:r:::qN: 

a. M:'lllouvor: To con1uct operr-tiJn in 3 phr'1sos: 

( 1 ) pr..ase 1= Co.:;,duct tactical road DlA.rch and establish combat be.ee 

(2) 

(3) 

at va DL'f. 
Ph.?.'3C J::: Ccmmcnce opns to secure routo from 8001 Ci.T to T/..NH 
IJ:rri end to s~cure engineer work parties on order. 
Phase :II~ In Order, ccnduct search nnd destroy opns north ot 
the UL NGli. River. 

b. Fires: 

(1) 

(2) 

arty: Priority ot fire to convoy security 1n1tialJ.y, to the 
north and west of Routes 1 and 333. 
T1 .. C lair: O:l call, to t!le south and cast ot Routes 1 p.nd 333. 

11 • EXECUTIO~: 

General: Headquarters, 1 at Sq1n, 11th J..rmored Cavalry Regiment issued 
OPORD 15-66 (Opn DLN Ttli.'! e'l) on '1 Dec 1966 a.ssigning the mission stated 
in parp..graph 9 nboyu. ht :)l~ 600 Doc all unit cOllllll'..nders were brieted on 
the meoion. Or. 6 l\~c, ccorG:i...r:.atiO:=l was .made at XU'..N 100 with ofticials 
of the ~~rt,ici~J ... i:u.g i..RVN u..'1its ~nJ. the 54th i..rty Gp. 

8 Decemp.er i 96~ 

Fbaec I: 1st Sqdn departed the Regimental Base ~.mp at 08,30 on 8 
Dec. Due to the number of whiclcs involved, C'lld the f!.'oct that some units 
were to integrate into the convoy nt intermodic\t.e points p.long the route, 
the ~....riOU9 oleLlonts were split into three march units. This division 
~. E'.lR.!lJUnts in~o unite ot ;:'L:'mP.get~bl:J 5iz~ [?cilitntcd control. 

In viow of a history of ambushes ~long the route, 8 detailed fire plan 
was devised to support tho convoy :Li n:=lY eTfentuallty. Constant coverage 
by Forward idr Co!!'trollcrs and artillory concentrations at likely t'..mbush 
sites were proy~_dedo E1."er..:l:.s procoed\;)d ".ccod.it1g pi.."lIl until the bridge 
a.t IT 679199 btJc;tJilo dar..aged with p::,ss::ge of tho lend elements. El'"1gi.:'leer 
work ~s initif.tod, I'-TJd tho cr0ss~:J1g ~.PJ.3 rapa.,i.rL">:i atter a delay of several 
hours. i..ll e}.ct:l.l:1te (':::"c~ed into 'rc D': .. 'l.' jU:-3t. :prior to nightfal.l and a 
co-l..a." l.._~", M"B -~"'I'I'kl'-llA<i a+ 'PO ·7?"'·) r,. n '1:P-st (s'" t.nnA~· f) .......,.".. ... JJl • .iUIJ U UG_U ... "' ........ t:J ... l..;( .. 1.. I , ~...l. .. - .... 4'._ ..... "~. I· ..... ~~ .... I; !.'~.!li . ..: .. .i...1..C! ye '" ....... ". "'. ";'\;7..u.x:::o. -

ed a.t the GIL. Ri..T Rc-;k Q'Je.rry (1'1' 6312) to p:::-o\-ide for its secu::'ity. 

Phase II: D·.l.;.'~.~!.;; tr.is ~Je"::,,io~:, t:1G Sqr:h ,\,r~ .. "':) P:'::'l;v~r:G:; concr;rnod with 
ths rr:.f'c..ir r:-.r.d. s:!c·,,~":' .. t,~:-- f)f F~ .. :'U.t0 :~::·~3 ... tb~; ?r~.~i~*1:~7 ).~~.:~e of ~nn~!,.Y'Lt:::~-I:,ion 
)~~.~cii.t.-:& to t ::~ :~: .::;(.1 "':.0':·;-:' ~!'~:)..) v.~ :)~,~.~~ j.:;=-,-r··~=i.~~~:- f·j~~~-";J. r~ ~~ '"'r.~p~-if.'J": ;~ 7 ~L'.1~~~t1~ers 
C·J:!lC.3r;.~.:;: jJ·':!'...I.(;C:i~·t(.; ::.:p~;~~ .. tt:)n.s t,.J ·l':::7,::lr ~l1:i. :i_si~I~C';o/O t.bn V;:fr~lY~S --c.):t1 .. ;0 

situS b.)ti.!(;)en 3l'0:~ C~ .. .i' and 'irO :;)f~T. Sccuri'~y forces €ue.rdi:'lg t~leS3 
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work parties se!"ved a du.:.l fu.,ction in th'l t elements of the SqUAdron 
were thereby- dispc!!'sed along the r0ute and aidad in its security. 111e 
route security nrlssion .. 18.5 f~':.r·';~!:o::, supported by road rU!."'Uler operations 
e.nd Thunder P.t:ns.. Ii Thu:'ldej" }-)-:.:: eonsist(;d of movament along the route 
by armored ·.reh:'clcs fil'il:.g to (..~,:.:.llcr side of the road with short-rco..nge 
weapons such ns tho M-'i9 ru:t1 90LlO ce.nnister. This exercise proved ex­
tremely effective in jP.r.t~!·lng p.gninst route interdiction during the hours 
of curfew. UO"..::.J.iS irr,provellont proceeded in en orderly fp.shion, and there 
wes no ene~ e~tivity except for a light probe of the ccmbp.t base per­
!gater on the night of 8 December. 

16 - 18 Docenber lq66 
« -

Dtn'ing this period, Phase II was continued with the primary engin~er 
effort shifted to thu route between VO nl.T and Ti..NH LINH. vlork was be­
gun on the bridge site at IT 837346 and the air strip at T1J4 LINH. 

1J..so during this period, Phase m wa:s initiated with a search and 
destroy operation north of the Ii .. tGii. Hi ver. en the night of 15 'Do c ember , 
one platoon froe B/27 Engineers displaced to the bridge site nt IT 846389 
and prepsrcd it for crossjng by eler.lents of the 1st Sqdn fI,nd 3/43 fJiVN. 
Early on the Dl'Jrnlng of 1f I:ec'3Libor, the crossing w<\s accomplished with­
out incident. i.t 06:30, Troop C 0,iscovered a series of punji stakes ?.nd 
a recently used bunl<:Gl' at rI' 8661 .. 33. Both were dest.royed. ilt 1139, 
Troop B found a. hut with exp-:mdvd 20!JrJ. rou.'1d.s, mtori2.l fer making shoes, 
and food at YT 690435. :.t 15',0, eleroonts of Troop 1~ killed one VC at IT 
920425. He was fcund to be a.rmod with a. &user rifle and one grenade. 
i~t 1500, Troop C discov-ored and destroyed a VC vilJ..l'.ge which contained 
14 huts, large eTI10t:::lts of rice, bunker systems, and a ama11 amount of Cal 
50 r.nd shotgun an:u1l0. en 17 December, f .. Troop mde contact with an estim­
ated VC squad. a.t yr 982366. The ve escaped into the jungle to the north. 
C Troop fOlUld a desel~ed villE.ge which con~~in~d approximately 3 tons of 
rico. Troop l .. discovarad froD 30 to 40 tons of rice a short distance 
a~. H & I fires were plP_'1nod in th~ vicinity of these caches while 
plans "le:-e made to ovac't;at'3 tho rice the next day. en 18 December, at 
1030, a plntoon from. Troop :. Gn·1cur~tcrs:6. a '.J'C squad at YT 917428, result­
ing in 2 US ~III~ i!'om g'r<::~~ .. 1.d8 f'rc>gc1;'::>.ts" i .... Yl. nj.r strike wes :rlaced on the 
suspected routo of iii ~h:',;~?}'~['l xi -!-,!~, i.:;'l.:n':!'r.:~ ;'~!3'.;]:': s.. ; t 1615, 'lroop 1. 
agaL'1' Llade contnct, eIl6i:.'!.ging~. VG f'.-i; :'i' 9; 53~:.?~ One va was killed and 
two l'!e!"e WOU'ld:::d. '.[!:.n t,:;,:, 8S':; :::~t~ '::i~J .1ung1e. Ir.lri~g the ciay 
approxiLlately 60 to:1~ of rjc:. 'WSl'O 0-;'.?cr,atG'l (,Lna. tur:lsd over to e:;:NH 'LUY 
Provi:lCe offi::!l'?J.cJ. ute it, ',h", e';c:~':iI'i" ti13 3.i",:;n,dron recrossed thQ river 
fI.nd closed into tho ~C_1.,?t C3';!C et VO DLT a'~ 2JS'). 

tC' C(,~~".:.ct "?cnso ;! co-
2i. r~~~ t::: ~~'7C;C '2f. ;18(!~ 

F.n~:~lQ8':"" ':·'fC"::.""?: ~~[.":. ~~ ,:'<;~.t7:jr.r,.c~:-l 'b~~ .. > .. l'~~·~~.!. :~w .. ; :':,:~ 1,' ~ 1:': '~:',L~~,~ :~,~:~i}~~. f:·j=~i. 1'.'~ :l1 .. 'r .. r~~" 

o:Nrati(J:~.9 -":!]~ .. --: ... t' .. 1!;"14:':;: ..... "' .. t(~ 1}!~'( RJ.j,'l 6:!.}I ;:·l· .. 'I i'j,:'~. ~"l!.: lr:cr(:{_t;".~·l 

t.erapo. E:cu~i l:j111"':li.'~J.g o~:;e!'a:t~ions ",iQra It.l1::- L:'~(,0'(J. l;:V .I~h9 0:-.. (;~_t,:.~::::, 

side of Route 333 in selected areas to rendor aubu~~ sites less tcnatle, 
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On 19 DeccLlbor, the Sqdn p."'.rl:telly stood down. in order to perf'om 
waintenance. 

26 - 30 DccO£1bor 19609 

DJring this period t.he Sqdn continuod with Ph.:'\se II and again init­
iated Phase III operatj.ona.. On the morning of 26 December, the Sqdn 
again crossed the L' .. NGl .. River with Troops J.. and B. Troop C and Company 
D continued the security of the combat base e>.t VO Di .. T e..nd the rock querry 
at GIl. &.Y. '!he Sqdn CP and the previsional artillery battalion displac­
ed to the bridge sito at Tr 846389. L.t 0941), ~op B found 500 lbs of' 
rico at IT 835432. The rice was evacuated. L.t 1210, Troop B discovered 
m".t WaS judged to be a Viet Cong rest area at rr 815422. It contained 
a thatched hut, bunker system, EUld foxhole perimotl)r, and appeared to be 
four or fi va clays old. Trnils lep.ding from the area were also lined 
with foxholes. This c~m.plex 1-ms dest;~oyed. f;. short distance away, an­
othor 500 pound rice cache was discov3red, end the rice was evacuP.ted. 
i .. t 1358, Troop 1 .. found ~ SD\:-'\ll b..'l.se camp with tools, bunkers, and approx­
im.&.tely 200 pounds of rice. 

During the laorning hours of 27 Decembor, several sniper rounds wore 
fired nt both Troops 1. ar..1 B. There were no US casUc~ltios, and tho fire 
was returned uith u.:J\l~c1.;n !'Cs1!lts. :.t ~215, Troop B eng<:".ged a VC squad 
at IT 8,36446, !"osul:'ing in t .. iO VC KIf. (BO). lAll 2.irstrike WlUt. placed on 
the suspected rcut.l~ of ..... i:·,hdre.~·Ia.J...) an:! t'#o secondc".ry explosions were ob­
served. L.t 1300, 'l'l'oop B found a battalion sized base camp at IT 835448, 
c'..,Int-... ining five hu.ts ingcod condition, and docuocnts identifying the 422 
Co:rn.pa..~y, as well as the 420 pm 421 IF Platoons. '!he base cac.p was de­
stroyed. 

On 28 DecoLlber, Troops ;. and B conducted se:u-ch and destroy operations 
in Objoctive SIED, vicinity coordin.,.".tes 1"1' 9244. Troop B eng,l'l.ged two VC 
Cl.t rr 925435 a.t 1400 with un.tmO".-IIl results. II. se~.rch of tho area revealed 
one grenade, documents, "r.d t~IO bags of rice. '!he search Wr'.S continued 
in tho s~ro~ding nrea nth ncgntivo results. 

On 29 Peccuhcr, d. OS35> ~"!'00P n e!1gc,ged 3 to 4 VC e.t rr 925438. fAll 
ettachllQ fJI.nr i~l.!.'J.ntr:,·::,.~~:" 1; ..... F; ", ;'.'nd.'i ';,urin.g the cmccunter.. The Emer;.v 
fled with 'ltnkn:J"!;;:n rGs·,.;J:':s, f.-':. G~,':;.5. ,::m [.Ci,ll received slight dan"'.g'l from 
!'. cOJ:Jm1.nd dGtcnetcd r:dJ".:-:1 c:, ?:';.' ~:.:~( .• ;!~ . :"'.tcr in thv I;l()rning, B ?-:-ccp 
disc('nrcl'ed an enoi!'Y 1:::3'::1) C",l'.p a:' .r:' ~:'~i~:,6 > 100 po'tllG.R of :.'ice 1·r:;:re e'\'nc­
unted f:::-O!il e~o :l!,G<l.~ :.: •. ~'. t:.:l ;~::~~;: i;c.,f:. ').;;:i:r-';Yi3d. In the late e.!t:) ... 'nGon, 
tho c.;.",·.'nA ... ~ .... """'".'''1''1",,'': T.", •. l-.r. "'r,~,:., .. ,;, l..~.." a~·. 171'. n.;.T to prc1'\!>-re fo::", th~ re-'""'i~.u...;. "'", . .&. "'" !..·t .. '" ~.:..".~J. ·,/1...' l,.'~ .. ~ \,. "' .. 1..0. ... 1;;\0 ~~ I! ........ v _ YV _ .. ~ _ ~ '" 

turn march t':> the Rcginr:mtnl. Base Ca,:r.~o 

~ ;C De :('.:-1:;,.;1'., -the Sc-;.u;,'\crco." mwod frc-n 110 D:.T t~ t.he Regimental Base 
cam'!) ·';~.::·"~~~1t j,"~i'_k~.:, ;;1"',:1""'.g tt.c ::.~t.t?r at 1~;~O h.:n::rs" ane!. ::,e!'::IL"1'\~.bg 
t11,) 2.:.:-_ ~ 
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b. Enemy Losses: 

(1) Perso!l..'lcl: 7 VC KIi~ (hC). 
(2) EqlxiFIDDnt captured: 1~1.37 tons rice, 2 Mauser rifles, 1 

Tho~pscn &~G, 3 b~gs of ~5sorted clcthj~, 2 grenades, 2 bi­
cycles. 

(.3) Equipment Dcf!troyod: 6 olmkors.) 17 atructures, rest area, smAll 
base camp, 1 battalion sized baf'e canp. 

The operation vicL~ty VO Dl.T bed particular impe~t on logistical op­
erations due to the length of the min supply route ,eI.n.d its insecure con­
dition. It was iLimediatoly e.pparont in planning that aerial !'OS'..lppl,y 
would have to be ecployed. VO DL.T was particu12.rly" suitable III tilat there 
was an opera·~ioIk"'.l air strip edjacent to the pL.-m...""lod combat bc'\se. This 
allcwud for oi ther fixed or rot.-':I.:r;r wL""lg aircraft to be utilized and gave 
a groater e.vaiJ..able aircraft factor. ttJithin t.;'U'eo days of establishing 
the Qombnt base ct VO DIS daily Cnribou resupply missions were being 
flowti from XUIJl 100. These dnily sortiGs enabled the SqUEl.dl'-:>n to subsist 
on Class A rAtions.. The CAribou WAS f'~So used to bring in the maU, 
which was L ... rgo in G,uantity du.e to the ChristI:!P.s period. POL And route 
of colllilUIlicl'.tion, but by ,'irtuo ot the aoriel resupply n:va.ilablo tor em­
ergency reG.llircno~tf.l.) rO~lt.ino convoys had to be r.Ul every two or throo 
days. On 0:.:10 occ~sion routine l'..LllJ'llnition rcsupp2.y was by ~.ir. The utU-
1s&t;i.on of airCl"'p.ft for ros'.lPPl.v requ.ired rcliP.ble personnel in the base 
camp"aroa as procoduros for obtaining aircraft required constant coord­
in'1.ticn. 

A " dustoff 'I hulicopter was roquested for medical cWlcuetion and was 
provided for standby C.t the combat base. This e.l.lowed for i.mc:lediate re­
sponse to casualty evncur.tion requiremonts. 

14. SPECLJ. EQUmlENT :Jm TECHNI<;UES: 

On two sop."1.rn.to occnsions, (,nee on 18 Decomber and ['.gain on 29 Decem­
ber, tho Sqtk'1.dren coploycd CH-47 Chinook helicopters to evacuate large 
stores of cap~urud en~y rice from ~ rele~ively recote arcn of poor 
tra.fficabilit.y.'Ihe officacy cf this ~uthod was proved by the e.meunt ot 
rice remowd in such C'. short p;;;riod of time, a chore which otherwise 
would ~ve required the efforts of friendly troops for a much longer per­
iod. 

CONMi~D i~~J.YSIS: Operntion D.r:.N T1J.1 81 was successful in its immodizte 
goal of sectu-~,.;:~ the rice h:"..rvest operation in the VO D.' .. T - TAN UNH 
area. The fart th:lt the hnrvest was accomplished with ccmplete freedcm 
from Viet Ceng ~'1.r~s&~ent was no doubt a result of tho dual threat im­
posed by 1.RVN security forces, (lJld tho presence of the Sq~dron as 2. 

mobile force capable of striking anywhere in the area on short notice. 

The side effects of the oporntion were sev~ral. It was noted that 
the flow of cOmJ:llercc into the area increased sha.rpl,y during the period, 
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a direct result of tho increasod prosGnce of friendlY troops ~~d tho route 
security effort. The operations n:rth of the 11. NGl. River i.tlpr~ssed the 
populace with the fact that fricr.~ly forces c0uld opor?.te in the area 
with imp~'itYJ and e~~ra~t lar3~ st~res of en~ rice for distribution 
by local go\~rnmcnt officials. 

The re:L,rorcement of the Squadron by LRVN infantry units aided in 
the acc~plis~Jaont of search and destroy op9~ations north of the river. 
In general, LRvtl cGm~~7-sized units attached to Reco~~issance Troops 
porfomod with enthuoiasm and domonstr2.ted capable leadership. 
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i~ex i.. to COAl-R (Opn DlJl TlJ<1 81) 

Task: Organization (Initially): 

Troop A 
KIll 

Team Blast 
BIll (-) 
l/D/ll 

Sgdn Control 
1st How 
B/2/35 l.rty 
B/7/9 L..rty 
B/27 Engr 
1/919 En&r 
1 Soc /409th row 

Troop C 
C/11 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Team panger 
*7 !), 11 
3/B/l1 
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&nnex B to COi:JiB (Opn Dl..N T:.M 81) 

.1. JOINT l.RW/US OPER!I.TJ:ON~: 

a. Small unit combined cperations are tx)st etfective when US forces 
control. ;.RVN Ut."li ts arc not norcal.l7 trainod to respond quio1d7 
to Sqdn trag orders. In addition., the basic differences in doct­
rine make it difticult to fuU:r utilizo US cap."\bilitics when an !.RVN 
cnx1r controls the operations. 

b. '1ho most effcctivo IilOthod of employing l.RVN troops during pori.n:leter 
defense is to reintorce US recon platoons with .:;RVN platoons, and 
have 1.RVN dig in between the tracks. 

c. During da.,yllght dismounted operations., i...RVN forces are LXlst ottectiw 
when employed a.s an integral u..'1it. Lines of cOlllllUnica.tion, command. 
end control., and the use ot l.RVN leadership are the keY' factors to 
consider. However., it l.RW leaders are weak., the best methOd. is to 

ti~ 

e. 

attach individual faRVN platoons to the recon platoons., 8lld accept 
the cOlJlD'Wlicntions problews. 
It' IJlVN ambush or recon patrols are emplaced fOl"\farG. of US positiona, 
a US tiro tear.a or., at the verY' least, a radio llai.son team should 
acccmpany each 1.RVN eleLYmt. This will permit more rapid acquisition 
cf intelligence ir...f(·~tion, provide better firo suPjlOrt and reaction., 
and provide e.JC'>.ct vcr lfica-c,ion ot position and situation reports. 
'lhe more effecti va ~'..:a\'N units can be tra.:lned in practices which., while 
foreign to them, ~~ increase thoir ccmbat effectiveness such prac-
tices are: 

(1) Digging in while occupying defensive positions. 
(2) Obsorving noise and light discipline after EENT. 
(J) Field sanitation procedures. 
(4) l..doquate local and flank securitY' practices. 

. 2. WE (F cmu HOI: 

a. The use of tho nOpen Lrmstr program. to obtain intelligence. of spoci!ic 
areas e..nd for guides to areas can be verY' effective. DuriDg OC,N TlJl 
81 - rice caches and VC base camps ",-ere pointed out a:x:a.ctl,y by' a. CHIEU 
~. , 

b. If CHmJ HOI are used [\,s guides., they should accom:pe.ny the point 010-

zaents., a. practice which discourages the CHlEU HOI fr·jm leading US 
units into VC ambushes. 
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