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; Ths inplosed narrative déscrigtlon of ths "latile oi Slope 30" was com;zled
! . as a tributeitd the “Mu of the 3d Scuadron, 11th Aruored Cavalry Reginent who

' gave their lives tﬁrqlﬂh their her01c perfortance of duty in the early morning
Viet béng attack wi thé S uadren CF periueter cn 19 June 1967, It is also
Uritien ag a testu{zm.al cf the pro;.esoloxllsm and courage of th. dead ¢nd the
survivo s "to-i.spire thOSL who fOlluU in their cell to arns,.
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* BATTL: OF SLOIL 30

BACEGRCUND e

Cn 19 June 1967, the 3d Squadron, 1lth Amored Cavalry iiegiment
defeated a major Viet Cong force composed of two infantr& battalions of
the 274th Main Force Regiment, reinforced by Feavy wearons elerents from
the :legirent and the 5th Viet Cong Division, The Viet Cong had attacked
elements of the Scuadron located near SLOIL 30 Hamlet which is 50 kilo~
ret:rs Last of Saigon.- |

SLCH: 30 Hamlet has long been a syrbol of Viet Cong domination in
Northern FHOUC TUY Frovince. It is situated on Highway 2 astride the last
East-"lest. line of communication available to the Vict Uuug «for movement
frorm the FAT DICH secret zone located to the fest of Highway 2 to the
IAY TAC secret zone located to the jast of Highway 2, It is the focal
point of Viet Cong activity in the area fer it not only rrevides a rest .
baven for Viet Cong troops passing through the area, but it is also the
sup:rly center for transient Viet Cong troops, and Viet Cong located in
rearby base camp areas. The Harlet, which closely parallels Hichway 2
is bordered bv a short strip of cultivated fields, and rubber and coffee

- lantations, Teyond tris one to two kilorcter strip the rrimary forests

or junrle take over,

freceding . the SICIT. 30 bettle, the 3d Scuadron had been participating
in the U5 9th Infantry Divisionts multi-battalion (f. . TICH Al-LN yhich
‘as initiated ocn 9 June 1967. The objective of the operation was the
cdestruction of the enery forces and installations in the Viet Cong secret
zene or base camp area called the VAT DICH. Concurrently, a major
encineer effort was directed toward the establishment cf jungle-~free
Tast~‘est and North~South line of corrunications which would facilitate
‘uture reentry and exploration of this long~time Viet Cong sanctuary.
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The 3d Squadron initlally pushed deep into the primary forest from
the sastern sector of the area of operation., As the search progressed,
the S-uadron moved progressively farther to the South until it was
operating in the vicinity of SLCL 30 Hamlet on 18 June 1967, Late.
on the afterncon of the 18th, the Scuadron pulled out of the forest and
established troop-sized defensive positions in the relatively open area
to the ﬁorth and East of SL(FL 30 Hamlet, By 2000 hours listening posts,
ambush patrols and anti-intrusion devices had been emplaced out from each

perimeter and defensive concentrations had been fired. The disposition
of the Scuadron was as shown in Inclosure 1, Fraom 2000 hairs until 0110
an the 19th, the cuiet of the night was interrupted only once by suspeeted
enemy movement North of the Team K pesitien at 2200 hours and by the
harassing and Interdieting fires condueted by Howitzer Battery and the
Previsional Mert:r Battery.
ATTACK ON TuAM K PiiIMRTIR

Suddenly at 01i0 heurs on the 19th the Viet Cong unleased a& vieolent
and intense attack upem elements of the Scuadron., Team ¥ with tle
Frovisional Mertar Battery, and Team K with the Command I'ost, Hewltzer
Battery, and 3/919 Iingineer Company were hit simultaneously with mort: r
fire (Inclosure 2). The fire directed at Team } and Frevisional Fortar
Eattery was apparently delivered to destroy the firing capability of
the I'orter Battery and to creater a diversion from the maln attack.

In spite of the fire which lasted for a:proximately thirty minutes on

this position the mortarmen never faltered; instead they started what

was to be a fire mission that would last for over one hour. Throughout
the fire mission; key personnel remained exposed to call out fire comands

ard to replace aiming stakes that were blown down by the mortar attack,
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The attack on the Team K perimeter was obviously not a diversionary
attack for launched simultaneously with the mortar attack was a concentrated
attack by two main force battaliens of the 274th Viet Cong Regiment
reinferced by heavy weapons elements of the Regiment and 5th Viet Cong
Division., The attackers were armed with an urusually high density of
antl~tank and automatic weapons, They used these weapona.ﬁo deliver
withering fire on first the northern sector of the perimeter followed
shortly by successive attacks on the eastern and southern sectors. The
Jatter two attacks were later found to be secondary efforts while the main
effort was oriented on destroying the northern sector of the perimeter.

In the initial surge of fire, the nertheast sector of the pe imeter
whieh ineluded 3d Flateen of the 319th Ingineer Company was hit severely,
Men whe were blown er knocked frem their machinegun pesitiens on the
Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicles (AC.V) staggered to resume their positiens,
If they were too severely wounded, they were immediately replaced by
valunteers from the irmer perimeter, ACiV's that caught an fire were
saved by officers, nen-commissioned efficers and enlisted men from Team K,
the cermand post and the engineers whe meved from vehiele to vehicle using

anything available to extinguish the fire. These same men repeatedly
entered the burning vehicles to evacuate personnel, eculipment and ammunitien,
"hile rescue and evacuatisn measures were being taken, other efficers
directed ACAV's from the inner perimeter and less critical sector: of
the main perimeter to the thrcatened northern sectar. In some cases,

A2CAV cormanders upon seeing a flank velicle hit moved their ACAV tc an
expresed position to cover the evacuation of the wounded from the canaged
LGV and te cover the newly exrosed secbor ol the perinieter, (nce a
replacement ACLV hacd been thrown into the breech they returned to their

eriginal positiom,
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Immediately after the shock of the enemy'!s initial barst of fire
wore off, the defenders returned a devastating volume of automatic weapon
and 9Cmm cannon fire which continued for the next hour and twenty minutes.
The returned fire was so well directed and intense that the fire initiative
was relincuished by the enemy, never te be regained by hm again, Within
this same time frame all other teams were brought up on a full alert and
were ready to rove in.five minutes, Within two minutes after the enemy
initiated his attack the Frovisional Mortar Battery fired illumination
in suprort of the Team K perimeter. This fire cuickly sifted to high explasive
and 1llumination with the farmer being directed to the rubber plantation
due “ast of the perimeter. After the initlal volleys, the fire was walked
through the coffee plantation and finally through the jungle to the South
of the perimeter., it the same time, the Howitzer Battery initiated a
counter-mortar fire plan in suprort of Provisional lortcr Eattery.

At 0135 hours, a flareship from the US 7th Tactical Air Force arrived on
station to provide continuous illumination for the remainder of the night
and until first light in the morning, This action enabled the mortars

to shift to purely defensive fires.

A short time later, a light fire tesm from the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment'!s fir Cavalry Troop arrived over the battlefield to provide
survelllance of ewemy routes of reinforcement or withdrawal. Ey tris
time it was evident that the enemy's main attack was still being girected
from the North, After the location of the ambush patrol in that area was
reaffimed,” the light fire tsam was directed to engase the enemy firing
from the rubber tree line just North of the perimetcr, This was an
extremely hazardous assigmment for it called upon the light fire term to
rmake its firing pass from est to Last difectly into the line of the
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t;ajectory of the mortar rounds falling into the enemy Last of the perimeter,
The light fire team was so successful that the enemy fire was aprreciably
decreased after its last firing pass. Upon comrletion of the firing mission
the light fire team jettisoned its rocket pods and voluntarily landed

within the Team K perimeter to evacuate the first group of seriously wounded,

"Jhen the light fire team departed, an Air Force "Puff the Magic Dragon'
arrived on station and interdicted possible enemy positions and routes of
withdrawal to the South of the perimeter. As one aircraft expended its
ordnance another relieved it and expended its ordnance in support of the
Scuadron, This firing was followed by 8 inch howitzer and 175m gun
support from Pattery A, 1st [attalion, 93d Artillery firing from the South
fror: the 1st Austrailian Task Force Br:e Camp at NUI Di/T. The rounds of
these wearons were directed upon enemy routes of withdrawal to the Soauth
and Tast.

During the course of the action, the men maming the three ambush
patrols and two listening posts were ordered to remain in position bec:use
they were caught in an intense cross-fire, As soon as a lull in the firing
began, the listening posts conducted a fighting delay action back to the
perimeter. Ambush Patrol Two was not effected by the fire and remained
in pesition to continue to monitor the open flank to the Jest, Ambush
Patrol Three was pimned down and could not move., ithout a moments
hesitation a six AC.V volunteer force moved out from the Team X p;rimeter;
fought their way to the patrol, and conducted a withdrawsl back to the
perimeter without suffering any casualties, .rior to the evtraction one

patrol member hed been Lilled and two had been wounded,
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Ambush Patrol One, consisting of one non-cormissioned officer and
nine enlisted men rerained in position throughout the attack, Contact
had been raintained with them during the action, but as a result of enemy
movement between them and the perimeter they held t eir arbush position.

Not until the Viet Cong started their basty retreat ' from the battle area
were they detected. ''hen they were, they were hit with such an overwhelming
force that they were ouickly overrun by a frenzied enemy-throwing grenaces
and firing autoratic wearons. As a result of this contact five patrol
members vere killed and four wounded, Six Viet Cong bodies littered the
ambush site. ‘hen the Team K comrander lost contact with the patrol,

he again sent out a voulunteer armored relief force that searched until

0310 hours before the survivors were found and extracted. (ne man remained
miseing until first lipht when he was found at a position where he had
crawled in an atterpt to return to the perimeter., He had been so critically
wounded that te blacled out before he could ~ake it to the perimeter.

At 0220 hours the enery started a hacsty retreat  from the battlefield.
Initially it was estinated t'et the enery was roving to the northwest and
interdiction fires were directed on routes of withdrawal in the area.
Adcditionally, Tear I was committed to pursue in that direction, OCubsecrently,
a captured I' 7 and a cartured Viet Cong operation order for tle attack
indicated that the main effort would withdraw to the l-ast towsrd Highway
2 arnd ultimately toward the 'Y T/C secret zone, Xt this time Team K wss
ordered to start a detailed serrch of the battlefield, while Teams I and
M initiated pursuit to the .ast. ‘hen Term I uncovered little or no
evidence of the enery activity to the northwest, they too were corritted
to pvursuit to the last. Contact was not recained: however, nurerous
blecod-stained trails were discovered alones with a total of c¢isht bodies
that rad been abandoned along the tiails, At the site of the battle,
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2‘wounded Viet Cong were taken prisoner; at the same time LE Viet Cong dead
were found along with numerous weapons which littered the battlefield,

As a result of the carnage and lit‘er of the battlefield and the
obvious disorganization of the fleeing enemy, it was arparent that the
confident Viet Cong battalions that had been tailored to destroy an
amared force had been dealt g stunning defeat. ~The Ut Cavalrymen
along the perimeter had persevered and by their disciplinéd defense and
rapid reaction they had been successful in not only blunting and repelling
the attack, but also in holding the enemy off at a sufficlent range
so that the nbrt'rs, artillery, Army Aviation and the Us Lir Force could
effectively employ their fires, The ensulng pursuit by the Scuadron
further destroyed any effort by the elite 274th Viet Cong }ain Ferce
“egim . nt to regroup ité fleeing elements into a cohesive taetical whole
to conduct an organized withdraml, {ubsecuent intellligenee reports
gathered from agents, the lecal population, and DUC TH:ANH District
indicated that large numbers of Viet Cong de~d and wounded had been
carried off to the ast and that a larce number of the wovnded had died
along the withdrawal route,

As a result of the actions on 19 June 1967, subsecuent operations
were launched in the SLO.L 30 area by forces of the government of South
Vietnam to pacify the area., Thus, the Eattle of SL(GiL 30 represented

another chapter in the illied struggle to bring former Viet Cong strong-

holds under effective government control.
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LeSULT. CF THL ACTION

1, US LOSSLS

a, Kt: 7 -X Trp, 3~11 Armd Cav
2 = 3rd Flat, 919 ngr Co

b, WIA: 1 - EHT, 3-11 Armd Cav
L - How, 3-11 Armd Cav
20 - X Trp, 3-11 Armd Cav
9 - 3rd Flat, 919 ingr Co
e, ACAV's Damaged: 2 - X Trp, 3-11 irmd Cav
2 - PET, 3-11 Armd Cav
2 - 3rd Flat, 919 Ekngr Ce
2. Inemy Losses
a, KI. (BC) - 56
b, XIA (Possible) -~ 150
c, WIi (BC) -2
d. B/ -2
e, WI4 (Pessible) - 200
£, Cartured Iquipment:
(1) 5 RFG-2 Launchers
(2) 1 ¥79 Launcher
(3) 4 AR-47 “ifles
(4) 2 US EiR's
(5) 1 Chicom Type 50 SMG
(6) 1 Chicom Type 53 Carbime
(7) 2 Chicon Type 56 (SKS) Carbines
(8) 2 Uc M1 Carbines

(9) 172 Assorted Grenades

(10) 9 M79 rounds
(11) 250 rds 12.7mm linked
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(12)
(13)
(1)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)

2 Incl

1 Chicom night sight for recoilless rifle
5 75mm . rounds

12 RFG-2 rockets

6 FRG-2 boosters

ground mount for 12,7mm AA MG

10,000 rds assorted SA amme

250 1bs of assorted individual ecuipment

1 - Oper tion Overlay
2 - Sketch of Situstion

L vamay i




Ry L R PP R

Reproduced at the National Agchives

ADMINISTRATI(R AND ICGIHTICS

ThéIBG Séuadroﬁ logist;cal’suptorﬁ for Operat on ikron was accom~
plished byvuse of 0:57 ard Huey 1D aircraft and wheel elements, The
Suppor;t:!,ng elements for the Souadron were the 5518t J rintenance Eattclion,
ﬁhe 566th Suprly and ‘ervice Company which are located in Long Giao
(>S464966) and the 3d Ordinance Battalion Amunifion Suprly Depot located ‘
at Tone Binh (YT060105). The Souadron Trains were located at Long Giao.
The wheel elements were uséd to pick-up‘Class I, II, IIi and IV Supplfgs
from thé 506th Sur-ly an Service Company and ti’ze 551st 1aintenance
Battalion and transported to the Sruadron Trains area, Class V supplies
&«;rere transpo.ted from Long Einh to long (iao by organic 5. ton trucks and
by trucks from the 709th Transpertstion ;Qttalion. The 709th 'i‘rensporteticn
vehicles sup-orted the i-cuadron mainly by transporting 4.2" mortar,

155%5 projeetiles, sreen °nd white cannister charges and fuses, ierial
resupply was uscd entirely for transport of Class I, II, III, IV, end V
items to the forward elements, The CH-47 and Huey 1D were wsed for
aerial resurply. The CH-47 was the mainstay of the Scuadron resuprly
with th§ Puey 1D being used primarily for an early rorning parts resurrly
and to airlift one Fot "A" ration supper mesl daily

The resurrly recuirements were as follows: The rotar wine recuire-
ments for the “cuadron were plarned fro the d-ily status rerorts sent
by cach forward unit. Dwrinz the operation an averare cf 16 CH-AT
sorties and 6 Fuer sortie  were recuired daily. The sorties for the
CF-47 were increased b~ arproximately 4 per dry, when it tecrme necessrry

to suprort»t%e . cuadron's 155mm SF bgttery by air. The wheel recuirerentr

were estirated to be two orrenic 5 ton trucks rer day and 5 stake and

platforr trucks every other day.
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Tris Seuadron shipped the following suprlies by CH-47.
SORTILS oL - (EO C LTICMNS AT

He 1, 2860 gal 7501bs , 308 cases 5,600 ral

I K2 7400 gal 34,,6001bs 262 cases 5,600 gal

K 42 9796 gal '34,'2501193 463 c:scs 6,400 @1

L K2 9515 gal 49,30C1bs "390 cases 6,400 gal

v 42 11,385 gal - 25,5251bs 365 cases - 5600 gl

How 28 1555 gal 206,5001bs 24 ceses 4000 gal

tort 18 1100 gel 151;0001lbs 98 cases

B17-94rty 10 33,00C1bs 1200 _cal

TCT/ LS. 238 44,605 gal  564,9251bs 3072 cases 32,800 gl
Operstion skron cuntinued Lo »oint LUl —the value of logiobicel sup-oet.

ty air. “s in other operations repair parts were flown to field loc-tions

and additibnally maintenance contact terms were airlifted with major

necessity for the more vulnernble whe 1 vehicle logistical resuprly which

wonld 16t uire the comeitiment of combat elements for security of road

bound convoys.

During Crerstion Alron tre Scuadron used two 1:4823 engines, three

113 engines, three ' 4£A3 trensmissions, five L48L3 final drives and

three 1’113 final drives,

4 total of six FMSAB tanks were ce~dlined for major comronente and
all but two were reraired whithin 36 hours in the field.
two were evacuated to the 551st ° aintenance Eattalion loéated in Iong
Giao for 3d echelon repairs,

deadlined during the operstion,

Two of these were evacw ted to the 551st

assemblies to better expedite repairs., This procedure eliminated the

The remaining

lleven persomnel c¢:rri:re, !113, were

taintenance Battalion in Leng Giao for 3d echelon rerair and the ramaining

nine were repaired in the field. 2
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FiiSONNLL
FLI.BDLY C FUALTI S

US 10 1IA = 52 “I4
il Y €5 UALTILS
56 VC ¥IA (BC)
2 VC JIA (Confirmed)
2 VC YBA (EC)
ADMINIST ATIVL MATT.IS

Due to the ope:gtioh being conducted in the vicinity of the Base

Camp, there wero only a. fow minar administrative peocblems mnotuntered.,
The religiovs services were conducted weekly, however, only a portion

of the Scuadron was able to attend. Uince the different troops are always
lagrered at varing distances, it is impossible to service the entire
Secuadron in just one or two visits. These units do not close irto their
respective night areas until late afternoon, trus allowing only & short

period of time to hold services prior to setting up night security and

the ambush patrols,
Corresrondence was received through distribution which by nscessity
had to go to the field. Cften the susrense dates were impossibie to
meet because of the amount of investiration i.nvolved and the fait that
the unit concerned was operating al? day in the jungle. It is su-r~ested
that correspondence of this type be expedited at all levels above tae
field unit; allowing as much time as rossible # &-uadron level and below.
“ith tre prosrect of future operation & freater distances from
Long Giao, the problems of rersomel replac@ent will incresse. It is

felt that an increzsed effort will be neede ™ tre rart of the :-uadron

and lLegimental staff sections who are concemnel with replacement rerscenrel,
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New arrivals rust be processed, ecuipped and trained with as little
delay as possible. This will allow the commander in the field at le~st

sore degree of fleibility in dealing with his mass D.EO: problem.
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