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On 19 June 1967, the 3d Sr,uadron, 11th Amored Cavalry Hegiment 

defeated a major Viet Cong force composed of two infantry battalions of 

the 274th r~ain Force RegiPlent, reinforced by fieavy wea'''ons eler>ents from 

t:he .!.~egivent and the 5th Viet Cong Division. The Viet Cong had attacked 

eleNents of the Scuadron located near SLOlb 30 Hamlet which is )0 kilo-

net,:rs Last of Saigon. 

SLC'Fl:. 30 Hamlet has long been a syrcbol of Viet Cong domination in 

Northern FHOUC TUY Frovince. It is situated on PJ.ghway 2 astride the last 

frof" the PAT nICH secret zone located to the lest of Highway :? to the 

lAY TAr secret zone located to the ~ast of Highway 2. It is the focal 

point of Viet Cong acti_vity in tre area fer it not only prcvides a rest 

raven for Viet Conp troops nassil'¥! through the area, but it is also the 

sup~'ly center for transient Viet Cong troops, and Viet Cone lo('..ated in 

rearby base c~p areas. The Harlet, which closely parallels Hi<'"hway 2 

is bo:vdered by a short strip of cultivated fields, and rubber and coffee 

lantations. Jeyond tris one to two kilorcter strip the nriIllary forests 

or ~un~le take over. 

freceding. t~ ~Jlcn. 30 bpttle, the 3d ;:ruadron had bet:.n pa.rti..ciF'~.t:i.nf:' 

in the Uf 9th Infantry Division t s JTTUlti"':'battalion {f. ,;.' TIO] Al .dN ;[hich 

as initiated on 9 June 1967. The objective of the operation was the 

cestruction of tre ene"y forces and installations in the Viet Cong secret 

zone or base C:'llnp arel3 cal2.ed the rAT nICE. Concurrently, a f",ajor 

enrineer effort Has directed to'.tlard tr:e establish.'T1ent ef junvlc-free 

Last- 'est and rJorth-South line of cOf'J"'unieations '!,hieh '.>!ould facilitate 

. uture reentry and exploration of this long-time Viet Cong sanct ..... mry • 
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The 3d Squadron initially p,lshed deep into tIE primary forest from 

the easter:-n sector of the area of operation. As tIE search progressed, 

the ~:;rlladron Jl'Dved progressively farther to the South until it was 

operating in the vicinity of' 8LO 1. 30 Hamlet on 18 June 1967. Late. 

on the afternoon of the 18th, the Souadron pulled out of the forest and 

established troop-sized defensive ~sitions in the relatively open area 

to tli'e North and East of SLc.ft 30 Hamlet. By 2000 hours Jistming posts, 

ambush patrols and anti-intrusion devices bad been emplaced out from each 

perimeter and defensive concentrations had been fired. The disposition 

of the Scuadron was as shown in Inclosure 1. From 2OCO hOlrs until 0110 

en the 19th, the C1.1iet of the night was interrupted only once by sus~ted 

enemy movement North of the Team K }:4lIsiticm at 2200 hours and by the 

harassing ar:rj interdi,ting fires ceonducted bY' Howitzer Battery and the 

Pr.visional M«rtf'r Battery. 

ATTACK ON TJ.M K Pu;,UfLTlR 

SuddenlT at 01 W hours on the 19th the Viet Cong unleased a violent 

and intense attack uptJft elements of the S~ron. Team M with t1'e 

Frovisionall)()rtar Battery, and Team I~ with the CoJll1l'lal1d foat, H.witzer 

Battery, and 3/919 Engineer Company were hit simultaneously with mort" l' 

tire (Inclosure 2). The fir'e directed at Team t and Fr.visional Yortar 

Battery was apparently delivered to destroy the firing capability of 

the Fortp.r Battery and to create! a diversion from the main attack. 

11\ spi.te of the fire which lasted for a~T.roximately thirty minutes on 

this position the mortarmen never faltered; instead they started what 

was to be a fire mission that ~rould last for oVer one hour. Throughout 

the fire mission, ke;y personnel remained exposed to callout fire comr·ands 

and to replace air1ing stakes that were blO1'1l1 down by the mortar attack. 



The attack on the Team K perimeter was obviously not a diversionary 

attack for launched simultaneously with the mortar attack was a concentrated 

attack by twc main force battali.ns of the 274th Viet Cong Regiment 

remfe rced by heavy weap4ms elements of the Regiment and 5th Viet Cong 

Division. The attackers were armed with an unusually high density of 

anti-tank and automatic weapons. They used these wearona. to deliver 

withering fire on first the northern sector of the perimeter followed 

shortly by successive attacks on the eastern and southern sectors. The 

latter tw'O attacks were later fOWld to be secondary efforts w'b.ile the min 

effort was oriented on destroying the northern sector of the pel'iFteter. 

In the initial surge of fire, the nertheast sector of too pe:' imeter 

whi.h ineluded 3d Plat.,en of the 919th Engineer Company was hit severely. 

Hen whe were blown er knocked frem their machinegun pesitiens on the 

Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicles (AC1~V) staggered to resume their rositions. 

If they were too severely wounded, they were immediately replaced by 

v~lunteers from the inaer perimeter. ACb.V's that caught ~n fire were 

saved by officers, nen-commissioned efficers and enlisted men from T~ K, 

the ce:rnm.ana p~st and the engineers wile meved frem vehiele to vehicle using 

anything available to extinguish the fire. These same men repeatedly 

entered the 'bur:rlng veHcles to evacuate perscmnel, ecuipment and a.mmun1tif'ln. 

-!hile rescue and evacuati.n measures were being taken" othEr .. fficers 

directEd J.C_!J.Y! s from the inner perimeter a:nd less critical sectorr of 

the main perimeter to the thr.~atened northern sector. In some cases" 

jJ.CAV cOrnIJ1.a.nders upon seeing a flank vehicle hit moved their hC/.V tc an 

exresed position to cover the evacuation of the wounded fr0m the croaaged 

AC,'V and t4 covGr tbe newly ex:rosed sector of the peJ.'::!:.leter. Cnce a 

replaceJ'llent ACi_V haG been t'b.rovm into the breech they returr .. ed to theil~ 

eriginal position. 



Immediately after the shock ot the enemy's initial blrst of fire 

wore off, the defenders returned a devastating volume of automatic weapon 

and 9Cmm cannon fire which continued for the next hour and twenty minutes. 

The returned fire was so well directed and intense that the fire initiative 

was relinquished by the enemy, never te be regained by him again. 1irithin 

this same time frame all other teams were brought up on a full alert and 

were ready to I'10Ve in. five minutes. vii thin t~ minute'S 8!ter the enE!ll1!1' 

initiated his attack the Frovisional Mortar Battery fired illumination 

in support of the Team K perimeter. This fire auicldy sifted to high exp~sive 

and illumination ·~th the farmer being directed to the rubber plantation 

due :,ast of the perimeter. After the initial volleys, the fire was walked 

through the coffee plantation and finally through the jungle to the [~outh 

of the p€,rlmeter. .':".t the same time, the HONitzer'Battery initiated a 

counter-M.ortar fire plan in support of Provisional rort.:r Eattery. 

At 0135 hours, a flareship from the US 7th Tactical Air Force arrived on 

station to provide continuous illumination for the remainder of the night 

and until first light in the morning. Tris action enabled the mortars 

to shift to purely defensive fires. 

t short time later, a light fire te::-m frO!l1 the 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment1s Air Cavalry Troop arrived over the battlefield to provide 

surveillance of e-aany routes of reinforcenent or '4i thdral-re.l. By tHs 

time it was evident that the enemyl s main attack Has still being directed 

frOM the North. After the location of tr e arrt1:::ush patrol in that area ~ ... as 

reaffi:rmed; the light fire te:ua "WaS directed to engatre the enemy firing 

from the rubber tree line just !~orth of the perimet"r. This was an 

extremely hazardous assigrnneut for it calle.d upon the light fire ter m to 

T".ake its firing pass from 'est to :;:;ast dir ectly into the D..:le of the 
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trajectory of the mortar rounds falling into the enemy Last of tIE perimeter. 

The light fire team was so successful that the enem;y fire was appreciably 

decreased after its last firing taSS. Upon comr·letion of the firing mission 

the light fire team jetttsoned its rocket pods and voluntarily landed 

within the Team K perimeter to evacuate the first group of seriously wounied. 

:lhen the light fire team departed, an Air Force "Puff the }/Agic Dragon" 

arrived on station and interdicted possible enemy positions and routes of 

withdrawal to the South of the perimeter. As one aircraft. e.."q)ended its 

ordnance another relieved it am expended its ordnance in support of the 

Sc:1l8.dron. This firing was follo,,red by 8 inch hold tz€,r and 175nm gun 

support fro~ Battery A, 1st Eattalion, 93d !iTtille~ firing from the South 

froy" the 1st Austrailian Task Force Bpfe Camp at 1Wl DIT. The rounds of 

these weapons were directed upon Enemy routes of withdrawal to t}-1e South 

and ::;ast •. 

During the course of the action, the men manning the three ambush 

patrols and two listEning posts were ordered to remain in position becruse 

they were caught in an intense cross-fire. As soon as a lull in the firing 

began, the listening posts conducted a fighting delay action back to the 

perimeter. Alll.bush Patrol Two was not effected by the fire and remained 

in pesition to continue to monitor the open flank to the Jest. Ambush 

Patrol Three was pinned down ani could not move. ,ithout a moments 

hesitation a six i>.C.',V volunteer force moved out from the Team K p-:rimeter, 

fought their way to the patrol, and conducted a 'Wi thdrawal back to the 

pe:ri~eter 1'1i.thout suffering any casualties. : rior to the a"':traetion one 

patrol ~ember h."d been tilled and t,i'O had been .. founded. 
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A:ITlbush Patrol One, consisting of one non-coTI"Jl1issioned officer and 

mi.ne enlisted JTlen ranained in position throufhout the attack. Contact 

had been r·,aintained w:tth tl\em during the action, but as a result of enemy 

movernent between thezn and the per:i.l'1eter they held t eir ar rush position. 

Not until the Viet Cong started their P.'lsty retreat I from the battle area 

were they detected. ..men they w~re, they ''lere t>..it ,.nth such an overwhelming 

force that they Nere Quickly overrun by a frenzied eneriY' throwing grenar.es 

am firing auto!7'atic ,veapons. As a lesult of t}-,is contact, five ratrol 

J"l.embers Here Idlled and four ,"rounded. Six \Tht Con~ bodies littered thEe 

aJnbush site. men the Team l{ cOJnT'and er lost contact with the pptrol, 

he apain sent out a voulunteer armored relief force that searched until 

0310 hours before the survivors were found and extracted. (ne rI.an remai.ned 

I1ltsf'in{! until first lil7ht ""Then he was found at a pos~tion where he had 

crawled in an atterl"pt to return to tbe per:l.Peter. He had been so critically 

"rounded that fa blacked out before he could '~ake :..t to the pE:rimeter. 

P.t 0220 hours the enerr:;v started a hasty retreat from the b8.ttlefj eld. 

In:i.tially it was est:i.nated t '!-iB t tpc eneI1"Y 1'laS 'oving to tpe nortrlliest and 

interdiction fires were directed on routes of withdrawal in the area. 

Additionally, Tear I was cOJ"'Mitte;'(j to pursue in that direction. Subsec1'€.ntly, 

a captured r:- and a carturcd Viet Cone: operation order for Ve attack 

ind:i.cated that the Main effort 'oJOuld vii thdr~w to the hast toward Hip:hway 

2 am ultLTTlate:ly tOvfard the ~ flY T .. :C secret zone. !.t this tir:ie ':"eam K W8.S 

orcl€r€.d to st.1'trt a c1etCl:Ued sePrcr 0 i' the bpttlefield, wile 'reAms L and 

JI ini tiated pur sui t to the _ ast. ren Te"n I uncover{;d little or no 

evidence of tte ene!"y activity to the norttwcst, they too were cOFritte(1 

to nu:c~sui t to the Last. Conte ct 1fflS not r€f:ained; hO"TEver, nurerous 

blood-st1'lined trails ,'.rere discoyer€;d alon'" ,d th a total of d!!ht bodies 

that ra.e been abandoned alonp: the hails. At the s5.te of' the b8ttle, 
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2 wounded Viet Cong were taken prisoner; at the same time 4B Viet Cong dead 

were found alCllg with numE::rous weapons which littered the battlefield. 

As a result of the carnage and lit':-er of the battlefield and the 

obv.1ous disorganization of the fleeing ene~, it was aFparent that the 

confident \Tiet Cong battalions that had been tailored to destroy an 

anna-ed force had been dealt a stunning def(at. The U::, Caval1-,men 

along the perimeter had persevered and by their disciplined defense and 

rapid reaction they had been successful in not only blunting and repelling 

the att~ck, but also in holding the en~ off at a sufficient range 

eo that the rort rs, artillery, Army Aviation ~nd the U;;; J.ir Force could 

effectively employ their fires. The Ensuing pursuit by the Sc·uadron 

further destroyed a.ny effort by the elite 274th 7iet Cong }:ain FCIt'ce 

;egiro.nt to regroup its fleeing elements into a cohesive tAetical whole 

to conduct an organized -.dthdra'ral. ;':'ubseC'uent intelligenee reports 

gathered from agents, the locCll pOJ,:Ulation, and DUC THilFH District 

indica.ted that large numbers of Viet Cong de;:>d and wounded had been 

carried off to the :ast and that a lAr~e numbr:.r of the wol1nded had died 

alCllg the withdrawal route. 

As a result of the actions on 19 June 1967, subsequent operations 

were launched in the SLO~.b 30 area by forces of the government of ~outh 

Vietnam to pacify the area. Thus, the :Battle of 0L(; L 30 represEnted 

another chapter in the Allied struggle to bring fonner Vi et Cong strong-

holds under effective government control. 
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1. US LOSSLS 

a. KIA: 7 - K 'l'rp, 3-11 Armd Cay 
2 - Jrd Flat, 919 ~ngr Co 

b. VIA: 1 - HHT, 3-11 J.rmd Cay 
4 - How, 3-11 Armd Cay 

20 - K Trp, .3-11 .~,md Cay 
9 - 3rd Flat, 919 1ngr Co 

'-i 
.. ~ c. ACA.Vfs Damaged: 2 - K Trp, J-11 Itnnd Cay 
3 2 - HFT, .3-11 /tmd Cay 

.'~ 2 - 3rd Flat, 919 Lngr Co 
~ 

! 2. Enem;r IDases 
,I 
I 

I a. leu'. (BC) - S6 
" 
~ 

b. KIA (Possible) - 1 SO 

c. WIA (BC) - 2 

d. F'~! - 2 

e. WIft (Pessible) - 200 

1'. Ca.ptured rquipnent: 

( 1 ) 5 EFG-2 Launcher" 

(2) 1 1'r{9 Launcher 

(3) 4 AK-47 ::'i1'les 

(4) 2 US 1:; Rh, 

( 5) Chicom Type 50 SMG 

(6) eb~com Type 53 Carbiae 

(7) 2 Chicon Type 56 (SKS) Carbines 

(8) 2 U~ N1 Carbines 

(9) 1?! A8sorted Grenades 

(10) 9 M79 rounds 

(11) 250 rds 12.7mm linked 

8 
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2 Incl 

(12) 1 Chicom night sight for recoilless rifle 

(13) 5 75nm ru~ rounds 

(14) 1?- RFG-2 rockets 

(15) 6 fRG-2 boosters 

(16) ground mount for 12.'lmm AA J-iG 

(17) 10,000 rds assorted SA ammo 

(18) 250 lbs of assorted individua.l ec:uipnent 

1 - Oper tion Overlay 
2 - Sketch of Situ9tion 
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BUHLY 

The 3d S~uadron logistical'SllPrort for Operati on Akron was accom­

plished by use of a,,47 ani Huey 1D aircraft and wheel elements. The 

Supporting elEments for the Sauadron were tl'>e 551s~ ] dntenance Batt~li('\n, 

the 506th Sup"ly and r,ervice Company wt>ic"', ,are located in Long Giao . 
(~:S464966) and the 3d Ordinance Battalion A.rr!munition SUPTly Depot looated 

at l.ong Binh (YT0601 05) • The Souadron TrRiIis '''tare located at 'Long Giao. 

The Wheel elernents were used to pick-up, Class I, II, III and IV SUpplf~5 

f'rom the 506tr ButYl! an Service qOTTlpany and the 551st I p,intmance 

Battalion and transported to thE SI'"IUa.dron Trains area. Class V supplie:s 

were transpo_,ted from. Long Binh to long riao by organic 5 ton trucks and 

by trucks from the 709th 'I'rpnspert,::ltion --,ttrlien. Tl:e 709th Trcnsporti"ticn 

vehicles sup'orted the ;'('iuadron mainly by transporting, 4.2" mortar, 

15;lI1I'Il pro.jeetiles, ereen ,.,nd white cannister charges and tuses. j,erial 

resupply was used. entirely for transport of Class I, II, III, IV" c:nd V 

itEllls to the forward elements. The CH-47 aoo Huey 1D were U9ed for 

aerial resufply. The CH-47 was the mainstay of the [,cus.dron resupr ly 

with the Puey 10 beinF used primarily for an early T'orninp. parts resurrly 
. 

and to airlift one Pot "An rB,tion supper meal daily. 

, The resuf1-ly reruirern.mts ~e;L'e RS folloW5~ The rotar wina reC'uire-

I'lents for the rouadron ware rlanned fro1 the d.-ily status rerorts sent 

bv each fOI"'l'iard unit. Dur:tn::: t.he oporatit)n an avera,.e C'f 16 CH-47 

sorties ane 6 F.ue~' sortie:· were rec uired daily. The sort:i.es for the 

CF-47 were increased b ..... arproxitnately 4 'Fer d:>y, when it bec"me necesstlry 

to snp'ort tre . 0uedron 1 s 155rrtrn SF battery by air. The wheel reruirerrm tr 

were estiT'ateo to be two orrs,nie 5 ton truclts rer day and 5 stake and 

plat fort, trucks every other day. 
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Tr.is S('uadron shipped the follOl.nng supplies by CH-47. 
SORTL:) rOL i.E 0 C LTI015 ·V\T ....... 

He 14 2860 gal 7501bs, .308 cases 5,600 gal 

I 42 .7400 gal 34,600lbs 2e2 cases 5,600 gal . 
K .42 9790 gal 34, 25("lbs .463 Cs sos 6,400 g3.1 

L 42. 9515 gal 49,30Clbs 390 cases .6,400 gal 

F 42- 11,385 gal. • 25,5251bs 365 cases . ,5600 gr.l 

How 28 1555 gal 206,5<X>lbs 26 cP.ses 
I 
4000 gal 

~ort 18 1100 gel 151;OOOlbs 98 ccses 

B.17:-9Arty . 10 3J,OOClbs 1200 t!al -_. 

TCT;L~j. 238 44,605 gal 5S4,9251bs 3073 cases 32,800 gal 

t1' air. ;~s in other operations repair parts were flown to field locctions 

and additionally maintenance contact ter-ms. were airlifted with major 

assemblies to better expedite repairs. This procedure eliMinated the 

nece~sity for the more vulnernble whe'l vehicle logistical resuprly wttich 

110111(1 re( llire the COllJ[':i.t.tlueut of combat. eleJllElnts for security of road 

bound convoys. . 

During ('r:-·errtion t.la:-on tl:.e Scuadron used two 148L3 engines, three 

n 13 engines, three ~4tA3 tr<"nsmissions, five L48A3 final drives and 

three 1'113 final 6ri ves. 

A total of sL'C E4$/~3 tanks Here f·e~dlined for major comronents and 

all but tvJO were re~-aired \ihithin 36 hours in the field. The rel'18.ining 

two were evacuated to the 551 at : aintenance Lattalion locC'.ted in Long 

Giao for 3d echelon rer:;airs. Lleven personnel c; l'Ti,re-, ! 113., were 

deadlined durS_ng tre operstion. ~;J:j of thase '\1el'e e7a:::u: ted to the 551 st 

iaintenance Battali on in Lone Glao for 3d echelon reF-air end tte remaining 

nine were repaired in the field. 2 
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F~.l::.rmLY C.~· U;~LTI S 

US 10 I IA - 52 '. ,IA 

}.NUY c:··:,uALTI:cr; 

56 VC IaA (BC) 

2 VC AlA (Confirmed) 

2 VC YBA (EC) 

fll:SONNlL 

Due to the opera.tion being conducted in the vicinity of the Base 

The religiom~ services were conducted weekly, howevt.r, only a portion 

of the 0r:-uac1ron "laS able to attend. ~~ince the different troops are always 

~gered at va ring distances, it is impossible to service the entire 

S'UB~ron in just one or two visits. These units do not close L~o their 

resr;ective night areas until late afternoon, t!-US allOwing only a short 

period of tLrre to hold services prior to setting up night securEy and 

the ambush ratrols. 

Cory·esrondence was received through distribution ,.".tich by n~essity 

had to go to the field. Often the suerense Ca tea were imrossib:e to 

meet because of the amount of investir-ation i'1volved ~,nd the fa~t that 

the unit concerned was operating al: day in the jungle. It if' su· "'ested 

that correspondence of this tyye be e,.:pedite:! at atl leVels above t;1e 

field unit, a1' owing as Much time as fossible If., t;'-1l8clron level an': below. 

Ti th tre pros:r:ect of future operation c" ['"reater dist.t:'lnces frOT" 

Long Giao, the problems of FE!l:'sonnel repla:E:!alt 1dll incre2.se. It is 

fa} t t,hat, an incre.:.feO ef:~ol't ,vill be neooe "'.n tr.e part of the r'uaoron 

and LegiMental staff sections who are conce'ne~ nth replacement perscm'el. 

.. 
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New arrivals must be processed, eC'uipped and tr~ined ,dt:t: as little 

delay 8S possible. This will allow the comnander in the field at le!'>st 

50rre degree of fle:d.bility in dealing with his mass KJi.Oi:; problem • 

. " -)", '. 

.... ... '1' # 

_~. ~)-;:;J~ ~.~. : .. ~ .. >--, ~ . 



• - . . . .. 

Reproduced at the National Archives 



Reproduced at the National AId1ives 

U ! I 



~~flesl b-,,",-8 ---!!eJ\.1.~ .. -------'~~~ 
bL~~~_~ec....I!!I..~Jak~~. 

of ~ 

..... 

c:;, <:) 

-t: 
0 ~ 

......... ~ 

() 0 

d 

" ......... 

() Q 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 

........ 

~ 
<:) 

I~ 

~ 

0 

~ 

c::>-

~ 

- ~ --a 
~ 

Q) ~ 
._-

~ ...t::. 

........ ...... 
-0 -0 ......, 

~ 

C (:) 

0-.. ~ 

~ 
O ~ 

~ 

'"" 

Reproduced at U1e National Archives 

- - I'.> ~ ~ ~ 000 
~ 0 -
0 0 --z:: ~ 

0 

...t: <l' - ~ ""-l 
., 

In 

.~ ., 
--- - ~ 

~ 
c.J I ~ .... -

<::II <:) ~ 

~ ~ ~ 

- ~ .~ 
....., -. N 

~ ~ 
.. 

~ C.:I ~ 

~ -
~ N 0-. '" on ,.. 

C 


