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2 June 1968 

1. Period: 1 Mar 68 - 10 Apr 68. 

2. Mission: The 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
was placed in direct support of the 25th Inf Div (ARVN) to conduct 
mensi ve Reconnaissance in Force C perations in Hau xJghia .rrovince 
with the 49th 1nf Regt (hRW) to locate and destroy main force 
VC/1:rVA Units. 

3. Particl.pating Units: 

a. US: 3/11 ACR; Air Cav Trp, 11th ACR: 2/9l9th Engr Co; 
TACP - 11th ACR; rn., TIn 541st lIID. 

b. ARVN: 49th In! Regt; 10th Cav Regt(-); 51st Ranger En; 
34th Ranger En, 25th Recon Co; Duc Hoa RF Co. 

4. Terrain: The area of operations was Duc Hoa District which 
lies in the Soutl:ern portion of Hau N~hia Province. The area is 
bounded by the Vam Co Dong (Criental) River on the Southwest; by 
the Cau An Ha Canal on the South and East; by the Thay Cai Canal 
on the North; and by the district bound.:lry on the Northwest. 

There is little dominant terrain within the area of operations. 
The land is characterized by rice paddies and hamlet complexes. The 
Ila.':1lets are surrounded by hea11y bamboo thickets. The Southeastern 
comer of the area consists of abandoned pineapple plantations. With 
the exception of the area immediately adjacent to the river bed and 
the canals the area is trafficable for both tracked and wheeled 
vehicles. (Dry season only). 

The two major population center's are Bao Trai, the i-rovince 
Capital, and Duc Hoa, the District Capital. Both of these towns 
are garrisoned by ARVN Troops. 
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The principal highway, in the area are highway 10, which runs 
from Northwest to Southeas~, through the Au; highway 9A which connects 
rue Hoa and Hoc l-bn; highWly SA between Bao Trai and Cu Chi; and 
b;i.sbwa,Y 711 between Hiep iiJa and Fhu Heip. These roads are generall.y 

. 1Sl.l ",eather dirt/lat terHe roads. There are several secondaq roads 
and foot 'trails throughout the area. . 
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The chief industry of the area is agriculture; rhe predominant 

wet season crop being rice. During the dry season the chief crops 
are tobacco and vegetables. 

There was no rainfall in the area of operations while the 
squadron was participating in Lporation QUyet Thang. 

5. 11ltelligence: The enemy situation in the area of operations 
as of 1 j.fa.rch was rather vague. Tho following enemy units were iden­
tified . as being in the area; 267th HF Bn, 269th !iF En, 506th LF En, 
D-16th LF En and the C2 Duc Hoa District COIaPan;y. However the S2 hl:'.d 
no firm holdings on any of these units. At the onset of ~et Thang 
there were no reported main force 1TVA Units located in our area of 
operations. 

l~st of the hamlets were fortified with extensive bunker 
and trench complexes. These complexes were usually dug into the 
paddy diko adjacent to the hamlet and were concealed by bamboo 
hedgerows. 

There was no definite information on minos, however the 2~th 
Div (;~RVN) G2 felt the main roads were mined tc some extent. It 
was further felt that with the arrival of the squadron we could 
expect an increase in the number of mine incidents. 

6. (;perations: 

Un 1 l·is.rch the squadron T.loved froo ViM Long to the vicinity 
of Duc Hoa and established Fire Support Ease (FSB) Buffalo, approx-
imately 4 km 'Illest of Duc Hoa. The Provisional rbrtar Platoon was 
placed in Duc Hoa in order to provide mutual sUPJX>rt for the FSB. 

Tho first few days of l<larch were spent in terrain orientation, 
.. 'lRVN training, and improving the FSB. The squadron CP was mortared 
on the night of 2 - :3 l-farch. Counter mortar fires were placed on the 
suspected mortar positions with unknown results. 

In an attempt to gain contact with the eneoy the SQuadron devised 
a plan whereby units 'WOuld be in the operational area 24 hrs a day. 
This plan called for two (2) troops/teams to conduct joint reconais­
sance in force operations; a third troop would establish a separ~te 
NDP in conjunction with an .'.RVlJ Infantry ComFanY and establish a 
minimum of three platoon size atlbush positions j the remaining troop 
secured the SQuadron fire support base, and conducted what naintenance 
it could. This program proved successful in that contact was made on 
several occassions with small Viet Cong units; However, the souadron 
was unable to make cont.act with a major enemy force. . 
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On 11 March the squadron wae directed to plaC& a. troop team 

l;}CLN to the 2nd Squadron for operations in the Tan Uyen areo.. 
Troop K( -), with an attached tank platoon was sent on this mission. 
The loss of this oaneuver unit was felt by the squadron in its future 
operations. Tm K did not return to squadron control until 10 April. 

Cn 12 !'i!.rch in the vicinity of Bao ChaM (XT563006) at 
approximately 1230 hrs, TIn :r.r, with an attached RF Flatoon from 
Duc Hoa District, made contact with an estimated VC/NVA Battalion. 
Artillery, Tactical.§. and Helicopter Gunshi,es supported the 
contact. Tm ~~diately rJOved from the FSB to reinforce Tm H. 
At 1700 hrs, the 51st Ranger Bn(-) (ARVN), moved to the contact area 
to aupp::>rt TIn's l{ and I. The va broke con~t at 2135 hrs. A sweep 
of the area on the following day revealed 6 VC/NVA bodies. The 
enemy units in contact were identified as e em,ents of the 267th and 
269th Hobile Force Bn' s. Friendly 106ses were 2 KIA. 

Cn 15 March in the vicinity of AP TAN HVA (lT595070) 'I'm M and 
the 49th Reconnaissance Company made contact with en estimated 
YP.Li·:VA Battalion. The contact was initiated at 10:30 hrs; by lJ.30 hrs 
Trp L had reinforced. Artjllery, 'rAe :"r rd wr shipQ supt~Hyd the 
fight~, lIt l230 hrs the Tat Trp 10th CaY ARVN and tho 2nd iii 49th 
Inf ( .... RVN) reint'orced the units in contact. ilith additional support 
of a flame track the co~ined force succeeded in penetratin~e 
hamlet" dbrltllld and I routed the entrenched enen:w. A total of (!PI V9/J.NA 
bodies were found in the sweep of the battlefield. In addition~ 
weapons were captured in this action. There were six (6) US WIE 
sustained in the contact. Captured documents revealed th.."l.t the 
squadron had been in contact with elenents of the 272nd VC Regt. 

On 16 lilrch Tlns L and I conducted a reconnaissance in force 
operation with the 51st Ranger En. At 1130 hrs, contact was made 
with a Y.C Batt~ion in the vicinity of AP TRAM L4.C (XT632018). 
1.rtillery was on target Within four (4) ~uteB: ~ Ajr and gun 
ships were on station within 15 min"Ytcs. Tho supporting weapons were 
used to saturate the area 61 contact. The combined Aroor-Infantry Task 
Force then swept over ~Objective takin:tt; minimum of casualties. 
This sweep resulted in 5 NVA killed and weapons captured. There 
was one (l) prisoner ca ured. Ho ident ed his unit as an el~£nt 
of the 272nd VC Regiment. There were no US casualties. 

The following day, 17 }'arch, tJle 49th Regt (-) and Trn.s I and M 
conducted reconnaissance in force operations between HY HANH (XT635025) 
am HAU HOP. (X'r,aOO5,). At appr"O'Ximately 1500 bra TIn M made contact with 
an unknown size ene~ force in the vicinity of XDM GIONG SE~l (1) 
(XT5990:35). The 2nd 49th Inf (J~:aVN) irJmediately moved into tho n.rea 
of contllct. The remainder of the task force also redeployed into the 
b..'1.ttle area. h.rtille17' TAO Air and Axmeg HeliCQpters provided 
~nediata fire support. Th~UbSeqUent sweep of the battle area 
resulted in a body count of iVC/~lVA KIA. Again the squadron 
casualties were light, as 0 7 WIJ.. reqUired medical evacuation. 
Docur.te~}.~vealed that the squadron had again oade contact with 
t31ements'ol- the 272nd Regt of the 9th VC Division. 
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The three major contacts during the period 15 - 17 March 
with elements of the 272nd Regiment indicated that perhaps a n~jor 
move thru HAU l~GHIA Province was underway. Conseouently the 
surveillance offort over the AU was increased with emphasis on 
night operations. Firefly missions were scheduled over the known 
infiltration routes and the night ambushes were intensified in an 
attc~pt to pick up the movement of infiltration groups. However 
the sauadron was unable to develop a major contact. 

vn 20 Harch in the vicinity TAN HGA (XT601062) Tm L came 
under heaVy automatic weapons and anti-tank fire. TIn)l and 
3rd En 49th Inf (ARVN) immediately reinforced the contact. ~ 
Air, ArtillerY, and LFT'sagain provided imnediate and responsive 
Supporting fires. BY' tate afternoon the combined force ~ 
succeeded in overrunning the fortified enemy pof!?0ns. ~ 
enenw soliders were killed in this battle, and 0 apons were 
captured. The squadron sustained 1 KL\ and 8 • Again the enenu 
was identified as a En of the 272nd VC Regiment. 

0n 28 March a combined task force consisting of Te'e L 
and li, the 1st and 2nd Ens 49th Int, 34th Ranger Bn and the 1st 
Trp 10th Cav (Regt) conducted a recow.aissance in force in the 
vicinity of HIEi' Hvl.. At 1230 hrs contact was established with 
an estimated reinforced V~ Battalion in the vicinity of BA0 THAU 
(XT441125). Savage fightJ.1lg tl5nomJ?l until aPproximately 2100 hra. 
TrlC ~ir rtille and armed helicopters provided close fire 
support. To J.1lsure a equa e a ery support the squadron 
howitzer battery had been displaced forward to the vicinity of 
SC 1). (XT519072). This enabled the battery to support both the 
contact are~d tho sqUadron NDP. A sweep of t~ ontact area 
resulted in 57 VC/NVA KIA by body count. Eight 8) l'1e.';.pons were 
captured in is engagement. The squadron suffe cd 1 KIA and 8 
'JU in this engaget1ent. 

~n 1 April Teao I was conducting n reconnaissance in force 
:a:i..ssion east of Af TAN H<"A: The 2nd Bn, 49th Regt (AltYN) and 1st Trp 
10th Cav Regt, were working with team I on this combined operation. 
At 1500 hrs the combined task force made contact with a reinforced 
jQh4i\ En. '1;AC Air, Artillqita ~. helicopter g:s~iPS proVided 
~diate fire supPOrt:. BY 45 hrs team 1 and t e V49th 
:.RVl!S had succeeded in gaining a foothold in the western portion 
of the objective area. Repeated thrusts by earn I and the l/lOth 
Cav soon forced the eneray to withdraw from his :t:!ositions. Con­
sequently the entire objective ~rea was overrun by 21)0 hrs that 
night. Armed G-47 flare ships (SRJ(;KY) supported the ni&ht contact. 
1~ subseouent ~ep of tl:e contact area resulted inI4Q)rC/NVA 
KIA (Be) and~apons captured. Five (5) row's ~ captured 
Q.Ild identified their unit as an element of the 272nd VC Regt. The 
Scuadron was unable to develop another major contact. Con­
seauent1y the SQuadron WaS released [rom its DS mission on 10 April 
.a.nd on 11 April· conducted a night road march from DUC lfJA to 
Blackhorse bose camp without incident. 
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During ()peration 1UYI!.'T TI1A~G" 4.0 air strikes (102 sorties were 
flown in support of the sauadron. 

7. veeervations and lessons learned: 

a. Attack on fortified hrunlets. 

\fuen conducting an attack on a fortified Viet Cong 
P.am1et, the squadron has followed step by step procedure which has 
been ~uite successful. 

(1) Attempt to locate the enemy defensive positions 
with recon parties or at most, a platoon size force. 

(2) Fix the enemy in position with suppressive fire from 
both tanks and ACA V's. 

(3) Extract the recon party from the enelIl¥ position. 

, (4) Employ TAC Air, a.rtillery, and gunships to destroy 
the enemy's fighting positions. The use of 750 lb bombs and Napalm 
are particulary effective munitions against a heavily entrenched 
enemy. 

( 5) Light Fire Teams are employed on the flanks to pre­
vent withdrawal from the area of contact. 

(6) FollowiIlg the massive air and artillery strikes, 
the combined infantry and armor task force assault the fortified 
hamlet at its weakest point. 

(7) The squadron flame tracks are employed against the 
first hedgero,,, in order to assist the infantry in gaining access to 
the fortified hamlet. 

(8) As the infantry :rwve through the hamlet, the artil­
lery fires are shifted and close in blocking fires are hced on the 
routes of withdrawal. 

This tactic was succes6fu~ employed by the squadron 
on 7 different occassions during ()peration QUIET THANG. 

b. Battlefield combat service §upport. 

Nhen fighting the VC in fixed-set piece battles, the 
snuadron found it advantageous to use the follOwing soheme in pro­
viding i./m";1ediate battlefield combat service support., il:ach day a 
platoon from the perir.neter security troop was a.ssigned the mission 
of escorting the souadron surgeon, the flame track service units, 
the 1~88 (VTR!" wh~cp, was al~o u~,c\· a.fi,~ NLGAS res1,lppl;r source for 
the service unit, and a1DlOO resupply whicles from the ']:'1re Support 
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Base tv the area of cont:}.ct. Upon arriv:\l at the area of con.tact, 
the platoon 'A'Ould secure<:n LZ. The pl'l.toon lender was assiened the 
mis~ion of controlling Dustoff a.ir-craft coming into the area. The 
Souadron Forward CommarA Group also positioned itself in this area. 
This technique all~Aed the ground co~~der to use all of his organic 
elements for ~~euver. 

: • Intelligence indica.tors: 

There are several indicators avawtJle to the aerial 
observer ;n determining whether a fortified hamlet is occupied by the 
Viet Congo Included a~n~ these indicators are: 

(1) The presence of civilians in the area. General ab­
sence of civilians indicates the presence of V~ in the hamlet. 

(2) The lack of cattle around the hamlet indicates the 
presence 0/ VC. 

(3) The appearance of tn.'l.ke shift, temporary houses in 
the paddies indicates that the civilians have been evicted from their 
hamlet. 

(4) The presence of chickens in a hamlet without people 
Dldicates thnt there may be VJ in the bunkers in the hedgerows. 

d. Use of the AVLB in the dry season. 

Durinp the dry season, there is little use for the 
organic AVLB's. However the squadron utilized the bridges ar:d the 
launchers L~ a unique ~~er. h bridge and its launcher were placed 
forWllrd with the sauadron CPo The oridge was dropped to provide 
overhead cover for the Squadron Tt,C which W!"tS underground. 'This 
eliminated the need to carry large Quantities of fortification mater­
ials. The launcher was then equipped ~dth a tow bar and used to assist 
in the oattlefield recovery of disabled vehicles, thus allowing the 
maximum comple..-nent of fi~hting vehicles to rem.'lin in the battle area. 

Additionally a launcher was employed to lead the squadron 
resupplT convoy "0etween DUC HCA and TAl': sen NHUT. It was used in this 
maIlner e.s the intelligence indicated that any P.1.ines encountered would 
be small but sufficient to destroy a wheeled vehicle. Thus the 
launcher would detonate the mine with minimum da:nc1.ge. 

e. The Trp/Co size combined night ambush. 

Intelligence indicated that there were numerous VC re­
supply activities at r~ght. It was determined that an aggressive 
ambue-h plan might deter this activity. 
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The technique employed "'''1.s to position an AGAV troop 
and an ARVN infantry comPany astride ~. he kno,.m resupply routes. 
This force would not move ii,to position until dclSk. Upon .:.rrival at 
the pre-selected Patrol base, the A:tVN infantry N'ould immedil),tely 
establish three (3) platoon sized run1~ush positions. An ACAV plato,.;,n 
would be assigned as a re~ction force for each ~bush. Four to six 
US persoruel would be sent 'lttith e,'lch a)ncush platcon. These personnel 
were equipped l{ith an AN!fRC-25 l1adic, to lTI.:1.intain US communications 
with the Patrol base, and with a starlirht scope. 

This technique proved quite successful as contact was 
made on 9 different occassions. It is felt t~'lt this ae~ressive arn-' 
bush plan served as (I: dct€rre:lt: fl..r .. -·7 ~s5ibl()' VC', lO:rt~·.r' ~tti1c'~::: 
against either the squadron FSD or DUG H~A. 

8. Commander's analysis: 

The squadron accomplished its assigned mission of locatJil1g 
and destroying main force Ve!lTVA units in close coordination and cO­
operation \-lith the 49th Inf Regt (ARVN) in a highly professional 
manner. 

The repeated success of the squadron dUring the period 12 
~hrch tQ 1 April probably spoiled any attack that the 9th VC Division 
mieht havo be~ Dlanning against SAIwh. However the principal re­
sult of the QUYZT Thillo(! Campaign was the close de,tree pf hanoony 
achieved ~:.etween the 3rd Sqt.l(..nlT"On and the 49th In~ R.egt (ARVN). The 
successful combined combat oper:1.tl."-",,,, 14ere instrUl!2ent.::tl in transform­
ing this regiment LTJ.to one of the fines\. ;n the Vletn~ese Army. 

The results ar8 best surnr.led up by the "'rds of Cen Grei~'hton 
.7. Abrams, CG US Army i'ilitary Assistance Comrnl'lnd t'ietnam, who saii 
in an intervie'''l with a. ~re", York Times Reporter, I!Thel~ has never b~n 
a perivd like the last 20 days in the history of the 4~.h Regirbent. 
Supported by the men, er:uipnent, and fire p;wer c C the ll\h Ca.valry 
they achieved unpara.lleled victories over the Viet Cong ll
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STATISTICAL RESULTS 

l~ Enemy: 

a. Personnel Losses: 

KIA - 509 
POW - 25 

b. Material Losses: 

AK-47's 
A~50 
CARBINE, . SKS 
9MM l'ISTvL 
R~2 
nm..7'· 
l@:,;,~ 
BAR:' 
~ORooKET 
~41·ROCKET 
82i·ll-l MJRTAR rums 
CHICvM CIAYi·llRE 
CHICCM GRENADES 
AT IfiNES 
TNT 
RICE 
SAHPANS 
BUNKERS 
BUILDThlGS 

2. Friendly: 

a. Personnel Losses; 

KIA - 7 
WIA - 79 

b. Equirment, IDeses: 

MllJAl (AeAV) 2 
M548 ., ' 1 
3/4 TON TRUCK 1 

61 
1 
4 
3 ,. 
). 
6 
1 

81 (DESTROYED) 
-32 (DESTJl;YED) 
13 (DESTRLYED) 
3 (DESTRVYED) 

21 (DESTaJYED) 
15 (DESTROYED) 
2,065 1bs(DESTRGYED) 
2,000 lbs', 
23 (DESTROYED) 
767 (DESTROYED} 
47 (DESTRLYED) 

3. Kill 'Ratio' (FrieIl41y/Eriemy) :1" to 73 . , . 



1. C1a&8 III: 

. DIESEL 
!l.tOAS 
AVGAS 
SCLVEl:T 
l.JE-10 
0E-jO 
lE-50 
GE-90 
JP-4 

120,330 Gal 
23,610 

4,590 

2. C188S V: 

5.56 J?.\LL 
.45 Cal BALL 
40}1N HE 

625 
795 

1,225 
485 
35 

550 

74,160 
800 

7,046 
90l-!M CAN!,ISTER (E£HIVE) 
90i'-i!;·i ClJn .. ~ISTER (STD) 
90l-1H }fr; 

84 
362 
561 
134 901'l1·1 ~·lP 

901.fL{ HE;S 
1551il·j ~ 
15SHr'~ 1.fP 
155!{r~ ILltJH 
4.2 flli 
4.2 n..uM 
7.62;-£1'1 r·1lJ3 
.50 Cal U.B 
GREl,ADE, HAl\'D FRAG 
GRE~LUlE, S: ,.l-KE 
60Hi'! LUl 
2.75.t-.ilJ! RGCKETS 
ClJ.Y'!'i/R.«; ~llNli.S 

Tt-.1' 
0-4 
l·,-l FIAr1E THICKEl:Ei~ 
E-8 OS DISFE..t"'\SERS 

16 
5,236 

180 
682 

3,089 
92 

306,520 
322,700 

2,480 
694 
195 
48 

120 
2,000 1bs 
1,900 

920 cnns 
16 

.3. Air Force vrdnance Expended: 

¥lK-81 
l'iK-82 
1{K-1l7 
l~~PALM 
auCIili'TS 
2Of.1H 

Inclosure .3 

(250 1bs) 
(500 1bs) 
(750 1bs) 

28 
158 

16 
112 
10 

.31,200 
... 
~. 


