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DEP 1.RTi·1EIIT OF THE ARlfi 
HE!;.DQUARTERS, 11 TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMEN'T 

.&PO SAN FIUNCISCO 96257 

AVIC_WE 1S lec 1970 

SUBJECT: tbm'bined operation - Operation report 

'-i-ansm:1tted herewith is the combat operation report conducted by 
e1emant. of 3rd Squadron. 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment an ~ n.c 1970. 

(JAlUf,(l ftM",1 

1. R.EF.ER.E}l CE: 

OMER. E. PI GE6N .TR. 
Major, AGO 
Adjutant 

a. )8PI RVN, 1150,000, Ben Cat, Series L 7014 

2. TYPE OF OPERATION: 
a. tbmbined cperati on 
b. 9 BegionaJ. Forces and ; US Armored Cavalry P.latoons. 

3. DATES OF oPERATIClh 2-6 December 1970. 

4. LOClTI<:lh Binh ~ong Province (Ben Cat, (hau 1hanh and Phu Giao Districts). 

5. ccmROL HEADQUARTERS: 
~e operation VAS controlled by the Deputy Province Ih1ef of Binh fuong 

Prov1n ee, LTC Qlau. 

6. ORGhNlZATION: See Incl. I. 

1. INTELLIGENCE: 
HOi Chanh's, PWts, and captur8d documents indicated that the enemyls 

I"-4 Bat1tallon of the Pong Nai Regiment w~s O'Oerating :f.n the area of Ben Cht, 
Chnu ~Elnh, end Phu QLao Dlstr1cts. 'lhis initiol intelligence W1!.S Inter 
supported by informtltion obtained fran three PW's who we:re captured during 
the operation. (See Incl. n for the Intenoogatian Report). 

8. l-1ISSICll: Cbnducted a detailed search of the suspected are~ Md destroy 
all enemy bases located. (See Incl. I for the Area of Operation). 
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DCWGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTEnVA:eS, 
DEClaSSIFIED' AFTER 12 lEAS 
roD DIR S200~0 



9. C<l10EP'l' OF mE Q1'ERATION: Elements of the 11th ACR rnd the 9 RF Ocmpmdes 
involved in the op"··'"'.tion were divided into five seperate force~. ,Ecch 
force was casigned a. search mission in one sector of the suspected areQ.. 
111ese sectors were dosignated A through E, ldth mlY' one sec'bor, D, without 
an .lm.e~con . aatoan. 111e control group orgtlllilation is shown in Incl. r, 
page 2. 

111e operation w~.s scheduled to begin 020800 Deo '70. Ch the evening of 
1 I.ecember, the U.S. Pla.toons involved moved to night posit1cns near their 
starting points for the operaticn. By 08.30 the next morning these platoons 
hud completed 11luc up vi th their respect! ve RF Componies :md vere rendy to 
be£!n operations. 

At o.pproxi.mo.telY' 0905 the 1st Platoon, I Troop and the 298 and 171 RF 
Ccmpcnies vere cloSing in on their first objeotive when II VC/NVA soldier 
wns spot1ted at XT772302. Wlen the troops fire, 2 more enemy- appeared and 
imedia.tel,. surrendered without returning fire. One of the enemy wns slightly 
wO\mdcd. 

LTC Vnrljen, 00 .3/11th !CR, waS nlready .r.n route to the' area. in his C . 
i'.1:.c:. C helicopter. 'lhe C lllld C Ship evaoua.ted the prisoners, 2 AK...47·1'ifles, 
1 Y'.IG lc.uncher with 2 rO\mda, and .30 lbs of oaptured rioe back to the opel'l­
c.tian la Heo.dquo.rters in (hau 'lhllllh Distriot. During the, ~tti..ng interroga.­
tion one of the prisoners reveoled that he wo.s Clll Assista."lt Pl!ltoon LeMer 
in the K..4 Bhttolion. He stated that 26 NV! reID!dned in the "reo. were he 
h::-.d been oaptured. 'lhe other two prisOners ind1c~ted thr>.t theY' were infil­
trated from North Vietnam in September, 1m. ('1he interrogation report 
is cttnched in lhal. II.) 

Wrlle the PW's were being interrognted, the search of the arev. continued. 
'lhe RF' s investigating a tunnel were tenport1rlly inte~pted when an enem:,y 
soldier threw' .. grano-de, wounding 5 RF and killing one, The wounded vere 
evucuo.tcd by 0. C and C Ship nnd the search ws resmed. .3 VC/NVA were 
spotted in the tunnel but subsequently escaped into the vea's thick 
vego.to.tion. Aathough a. large pool of blood was fomd, en attfrlpt to follow 
this trail had nego.tive results. 

In this Sru!lG aren, RF's: found 0. sonll co.che canto.ining 2 RPG..2 launchera 
'Wi th 4 rounds and 4 AK-47 ts. Wlile sweeping sector B, the .3rd Plntoon, I 
Troop C'!ld the 249/26.3 RF COmpanies found r.I. bunker at X!l'802250 'Which conteined 
; RPG..2 rounds, 4 Cl.''lYDore ele~c::U. detanntors ~d Clo.ymore vire~ 

To exploit intelligence gnined f'raI:l interrogn~on of the .3 PW's, changes 
were otlde in the operation. l-fore troops were concentrated in the sector where 
the prisoners had been captured to cordOn it off. Those f1"Ol:1 sectors D mid 
E oontinued 'With their origanol. mssion. 

Acting quickly province officials ooordinated ".11 e..i.mlges~ Following 
approvt:'~ of the chsngea by the Province QUef, LTC OhllU, and his countel'­
p ... rt, Deputy Province Chief Mo.j Katsnrsky, (tuielly·pdt'~. Ii_ 1J1m tn 
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e.!':'ect. To inplenent the plan, LTC thnu and Ma.1 Jrntsttrllky nccOl:.lptmied by' 
LTC Varljen; (l) of 3/11 ACR, fl. to each of the tIl1ts involved to expl.o:l.n 
the chongee" 

LTC Vo.rjen also cOlZlitted another platoon tron I Troop. b 1roop 
Chmnnder Iloved into the operntional nren 'With this ~ddi tion!'l.1 plntoCll so 

thnt he (Ould cmtrel.his mite. A Rolle Plow vns also con:rl.tted to t!0V'e into 
the Cl'ea on the next dny snd begin naldng tnctict.'l.l cuts to expose enGn.Y base 
areas. 

Coord1no.tion between RF md US units oentinued during the a!'temoan of 
2 lee. and the oorden vas o<Dplet~d by 1930 hours. Night positions of the 
units C!l"e ehO'lill in Incl. I, page, 2. 

As n 1Cr"$pI~ rteoeption" artillery harrassnent _s provided by tl;1e 
5th ARVN divisien at Lai Ebe. 'lhe first tire mssion oecured nt 2000 hours 
os fire W:lS directed into n triangle in gtid 7830, as shown in Incl.. I~ 

~e niabt pcssed Without additional contact I"lIld the operntim W~B resUDed 
the next DOming. Because the Rone Row ms not scheduled to r.rrive before 
o:f.kf'temoon, the operation wns extended an atra. do.)" to effect ~ thorough 
search of the (1.1'80.. To Keep fresh trOops worldng the' opero.tim" the RF 
Cbnponies were continually rotnted in the search !U'eo.. 

C&\ 030935 the 171 RR Chl1pfl%lY mcovered fl. booby trt".p. l'hile recaming, 
US units observed :3 VC/NVA w& escaped into the thick vegetD.tion. DJring 
the night, an .AA set by the 171 RF CoJ:J:j,ony at l!M95315 ws nctivt'.ted re- . 
sulting in 2 eneny KIA and 1 AE-47 cu.. "ne of the eneny KD\ 's loU later 

II identified !lS an NVA AssistpJlt P.l.ntoon Leader for the (hnu 'lhanh District. 

" Se?ured by I Troop the Redo Plov 'oo("a%l 1'!mng its OJ.tt an the norning 
cf 4 December. 'lhe jaatom~. L Troop W"\S returned to its Troop 's control, 
d::'ci. I ~op vns assigned to continue the operatien vi th the RF Conpcnies. 
Lr.ter the operation vas extended mce more to build a new RF coq>ound in the 
o.roa. 

'lhroughout the operation, the Region!ll Forces pDOVed their ability to 
I'lcconpllsh their IIislm IlIld centrol n large force effectively. 'lhis 
opert\tion vas one or the lorgest undert.aken to date in the B:inh Duong Dtstr.J.ct. 
Wi. th the knowledge Qlld canfidence gained frOJ:l this 0peration, RF co.n be 
expected to increase large seale operations. 

'nle results t'roI:l the operation vne ) VC/NVA PYIs , 2 va 1a:AIs, 3xRP~ 
lc.mchers, 5xRPG..2 rotmds, ~47's end 30 lbs of rice CIA. 

Valuable experience which C!\l1 only be Deasu:red by future results wns 
('.leo gained. 
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10. QMmVATIWSI 

1~ DtaiCl14 Forces Qmaandera coordinated the _tire operatiCl1, in .~ 
80and 1;a.ot1oal J:I.IIJlller, showing Darked iDpJ."O'ftt1eD.t .... previous operat!CI1., 

2~ '%hroughout the operatian, the VietnaDase shoWed unusual abUit:r to 
abCllge their opero.tianal plens to exploit a situa.t1cm. !lb. RF l'b:nandere 
fn1~tlted all changes and coordinated their nativities m:oothly nnd profession­
e1Iy, 

,. Helicopters contributed signticantly to J!L.."\into:lnlng the DCB:IeIlt1Zl 
of the opero.ticn, D:t.mlge in operation ordem were eorrled directly to the 

. field by the cottlandera and wounded were evacuat·ed 1lD.ed1o.tely preventlnr 
0. loss of norc1e and subsequently Q. 1088 ot J:IiCD:lElltua. It is doubtf'ul 
if the RF tbuld react o.s rapidly were they not supported by U,S, air asset., 
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INTERRAQ'~TION REPORT 

(0) BIOGtl.!U'HIO"lL DATA: 

Souroe (be: NANE: DOUNG VAN BUI (ZOtn~IG VEAN BUIL) 
DPOB: 1950, Vinh Trach (V), Quang Xuong (D), Thf.mh Rca (p) 
UNIT: 0.3, K4, SR.5 
Pan: Soldier 

DISP: Binh Duong Seotor 

Source Two: NAME: LE VAN MA.I (LEE VEAN HAIR) 
DroB: 1951, V:inh Traah (V), 'Dang Xuong (D), ,Thanh Boa (p) 
UNIT: 0.3, K4, SR-5 
Psn: Soldier 

DISP: Binh Duong Sector 

(0) nrFORl·1ATION OBTAINED 

Both sources were members of the 03 AKA C4.3 Company, K4 En (Dang Nai). 
They stated 'thp.t the mission of the their'mit was to spread va Propaganda 
and to set up va infrastructure in hamlets, villages, and districts. Sources 
sta.ted they started infiltration from. the North after finishing 2 and t months 
of tesic trnining. Sources t infiltration group number was 2188D. Duriilg 
tl::o time of infiltartion, both souroes belonged to the 2nd PIt-, 3rd Co, 
7th En. Sources stated that at the start of infiltra.tion there were approx. 
300 mEll in the infiltartion group, during infiltration approximately two­
thirds of the group was left behind due to siclmess or womds received 
\-/hile infiltrating. These men were left either in Calbodin or Laos. 
Souroes could. give no further information on the location of the above per­
sonnel. .Approximately 100 men arrived, along with sources, at SR-5 in Sap 
70. Of the 100 personnel who arrived at SR-5, 30 were asSigned to the K4. 
!In. Sources did not know the assignment instructiOns of the othor 70 men. 
Arter arriving fit K4 sources were reassigned to 03. . 

Strength: K-4: Sources stated that <:-1 has approx. 21 people; a..2 had 
Appro:r. 23; <:-3 had 26 people, but within the·le.at months a..3 has Suffered 
the fO.L.Lowing losses J .3xKl1, 1 died of malaria, 2xCIl (Names: THUlTG«THUNGL», 
PIt Ldr and THUAN (THU\ANV), 8 sent to 1\-4 for redistrlrution; This 
lee..ves the a..3 strength at 12, taking into oonsidomtion tho :3 present 
puts, the present ~trength is 9. 

Mission: 0-.3, K-4, SR-5 had the mission of spreading propaganda and 
setting up in:f':n\~ctures in ht.l.:ml.ets and villages. Sources hE'Ard that both 
a..2 and C-" were infantry tmlts, ·but they did not know their areas of op­
e:re.tions. Sources stated that their base camp was lOdlted. in the vicinity 
XT 772302. Sources heard that SR-5 HQ was !forth of"tho ~g Be River, that. 
tho K-4 'HQ WLS in the vicinity of C-.3 base camp, the.t 0-1 vas a f~vo day 
\ISlk Fe.s~ of c....3, and 0..2 was a one to two hour walk South of G-.3. 
(The previous fnfozmation was based on the opinien of the PW) 
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Source 2 stated that the food vas adequate. Both sources stated 
that ammunition \IU lov. Source 2 siated there 7 rounds of B..40 and 
enough AX rounds for one ~pon. Sources ste.ted that the medic acquired 
medical supplies frOtl Sn..S at least twice each month, and if necessary, 
three or four ench month.. Both sources claimed tbat ae4ioal supplies 
vere low and that there 1o)B.S &. high incidena.t' of Iale.ria. 

Source 1 c1Ains that a.) has twice l:la.de contact 'Wi-th .\RV11 units, but had 
not" r::t1de contact With Al::J.erican tm1ts. One tirle, however about 2 tlOnths 
abo: .Il.tJerioan artillery fired 2 dud rounds into their base 0IiLIlp. 
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CON'.mOL GROUPS INVOLVED IN OPERATION 
A: 63 Gp.- ?!)8/ 171RF, 1 st Pl:ltO'Jl J TroOp 
B: 3/24 Gp - 249/263;tF, 3rd PlatoCl'l I Troop 
c: 6Z Gn - f66/224'W, 1st Platoon L Troop 
D: 258 RF Company .. 
E: 14 Gp - 2T//265Ff', 2n:i PlatoCl'l L T~OCJ> 

GROUPS DWOLVED IN COROON NIGHT OF 2 D~. 
A: 63 Gp - 298/171RF, 1st-, 2M Platoon I Troop 
B: 3/24 Gp - 249/263Ff' J 3rdJ'J.atoCl'l I Trocp 
C: 62 Cp - r66/22JJ;tF, 1 at Platoon L Troop 
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