RELII0LED 3Lme NaTers Arimves

HEADQUARTERS II FFRCEV
OPERATIONAL REPURT - IESSONS LEARNED

1 November 1968 -~ 31 January 1969
TABIE OF GONTENTS

PARAGRAPH FaAGE
1. Section 1, Siguificant «...i.lons,

8 CommANd e eesvecerscrrentrtosavsoousencosnsssnarntr.snacsos |
b. Personnel, Health, Mcrale, Safety and Discipline....eeus..
Co Intelligence and Count&rintalligence..o.............-..... A
d. Operationﬁ, Pl&ns &nd Tr&ining.......o.o.....‘...o........24
8, LOgistiCB and Transpuxtation...-...a....-.................~f
f. Paycholcgical Operations and Civil AffairsS....ceeeecencveddt
g, Civil Operations and Hevolutionery Development Support....47
he Communications.eesecverocsrsassesacsesrsescassssconsassssssl
1. Informationesiiacesesesenesosacossvsoseasocesacacosensoccnaess
j. Inspector (BNBTra)e.sevecssesnsscrssoncssnsassssasossscassas iy
X. Staff JUdge AQVOCELE . s vncessonvasenssncccstossastnsesesnd

Z, Sectlen 2, Lesscns Leuried.

B, POrBONNGl.sciceccevossercccessoatscersscnvoonsessosescrsssah
b, Operations......,.....................o-..o.............;.54
Co Training..........a..o.....--..........o.........;......¢.58
d. Intelljogance‘Q..".0.'.“.‘...‘..‘.“Q....“....“'.“.‘..59
8, LOgiStiCS.........e...g....c..................o.o.....oooa59
f. Organization..................................o...........50

& Otherotooooocco0:04.000000000'-00000!00.00‘00‘0000O00'000061

3. Section 3, Headguarters, Department of the Army Survey }
Infom‘t’ion‘...lﬂ‘.."“ll.'.“.'.".'OQ'C.......‘."'."'”.GQQB

INCLOSURES N T

II Fr(RCEV Order of B&tt1000'.00!000003Q000~IOCO‘QQQOO.O.G‘O&‘
1I FFORCEV Area Of 0p0raticn3,.......-..............‘..-o.c...
0130/0123 SOOI iEBaeiassvsrnovascassesoncasossssssaeststastecnse
Close Alr Suyport...‘..........................c...-..........
Army Aviation Support...‘a...-.o............'...o-............
Bw=52 SUrikOBeaesersrsovacnrnssncstsenosrsvsosssssctesestsasaatonss
Dispoaition of Enomy P OrCOBesracsevancesnvratsnsoctsscososcoses
I1 FFORCEV Troop 0
Enemy Org&nizatiﬂﬂ in the III CTZ.‘.QO"QGQOQQQ.O.!‘000000’000

D0 -2 W R

ot o e I3

D:L:’.—‘%DC Ty
R Y2
e oo




AT o 1 ek kn ke -

Repraduced 3t e Navora. Archves

DEPARTMERT OF Tin ARMY
H:AD UARTERS, II PI&LD ®CiC. VISTNAM
APO San Francisco 96266
AVFBC-RE~H

SUBJ.CTs Operational ieport of Headquarters, II field Force Vietnam for
Period snding 31 January 1969, KCS CJFUR - (Rl) (W-DHO-TU-A)(U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

a. Command.

(1) During the reporting period there were four major changes in
the staff of II FFORC:EV.

(a) On 28 November, Lieutenant Colonel Robert W, Jones became the
Staff Judge Advocate, replacing Major Barney L. Brannen, Jr.

(b) On 7 January, Colonel Richard L. West became Zngineer, replac-
ing Colonel James A. Vivian.

(¢) On 15 January, Colorel John L. Kennedy, Jr. becarme Commanding
Officer of Bien Hoa Tactical Area Command, revlacing Colonel Norran F.
Allen.

(d) On 16 January, Lieutenant Colonel Charles z. Eill, Jr. becane
Acting Assistant Chief of 3taff, G1 upen the departure of Colonel H. S
Long, Jr.

(2) The overall assigned and attacned strength of II FFCaCLV
increased during the guarter. A comparison at the end of the last
four reporting periods follows:

DATE  OFFICERS "ARRANT OFFICZRS ENLIST&D MEN
30 April 1968 337 27 2983
31 July 1968 339 34 3148
31 October 1968 390 33 2947
31 January 1969 376 36 3105

b. Personnel, Health, Morale, Safety, Discipline and Base Jevelorment.

(1) The personnel situation within units assigned, attached, and
under the operational control of Il FPORCZIV remains sstisfactory.

(2) The experiences of units under the operational control of II
FAORCZV, particularly the 1st Infantry Division and 1st Cavalry Division
(Airmobile) in operations near the Carbodian border, reveal that the

malaria_incidence rate (especially falciparum) invariably. increases as
vC HVA con@gggwipcreases, other factors notwithstanding. Furthermore,
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from operations in 3ien "loa Irovinge south and ac:tiwast of Long_mhurq

City the ETAVF experience! an astounding increase in their malaria inci-
dence rate as a .result of their personnel hovins sucnt o great deal of
i \VA bunkers fo the operation. Thege dark moist

bunkers are fregquently ncsiing. places for mosguitoss which have recently
bitten VC and LV.. troous-coming from Casbodia.

(3) The morale of the command continues at a high level.

(4) The awards and decorations processed, approved, and issued are
listed below.

Aug 68 - Oct 68 Nov 66 - Jan &9

SILVER STA4R 54 43
DISTINGUISHED FLYII'G CROSS 6 34
SOLDIZR'S MEDAL 4 24
BRONZE STAR MEDAL 469 420
AIR EDAL 315 488
ARKY COMMENDATICN 1AL 703 536
FURFLE HZART 24 _16

TOTAL 1575 1561

(5) January was designated as UsakV 3afety Month. Notices were
published daily in the 1I PPCRCZV Daily Bulletin emphasizing safety.
A number of safety posters were distributed. The six major accident
catagories are listed with comparison figures for the last two reporting
periods. The increase is due to the number of accidents incurred by the
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), which care under the operational contrci
of II FFOACEV in November. Figures in parentheses are those of the 1st
Cavalry Division.

ACCIDENT DEAD INJURZD
1 Nov 68 1 Aug 68 1 Nov 68 1 Aug 68
to to to to ‘
31 Jan 69 31 Oct 68 31 Jan 69 31 Oct 68
Accidental Dis- 18(5) 8 81(20) 76

charge of Jeapons
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aircraft ' 16(8) 13 c5(15) 33
Venicles 8(1) 7 , 4(6; ¥
Ju.ps and Falls 0 2 45(22) .25
3urns 0 o 43(11) &
Crdnance _6(2) 1 - 38(6) 32
TOTAL 48(16) 37 274(80) 226

(6) The sta'us of disecipline within the command imiroved sifmilic-
ently during the pazt querter with e marked decrease in 211 cuteroriaes
of reported offernses. This decrease is attrib: ted to an =xtensiv~
zducational effort made by this headquarters und the active sug.c-t
rendered by commenders and stafi agencies. These actions enharcii t.o=
Crime Prevention rrogram, and developed a general overall aw:renzziz of
the necessity for improved standards of behuvior.

(7) Development of the II FTOECZV base camp ccrtinues satisfrctorils
The status of significant projects as of 31 January is as follows:

(a) Repair o perimeter defensive positi-ns urd bunkers throv-h-
out the grea was continuous.

(b) A project to air c'niition the m.in chazel wes st.rtei on 2
tiovesber. The yroject is expected to be co.._.ietcd in Februzry 106%.

(¢) Construction of a game roow adc:tiorn to the service Club
building was started on 15 January and is prograisied for corpletion ir
inareh 1969.

(d) The new building for the Officers Open Mess was opened on 2!
Decenmber.

(8) On 20 Decerber, the Commanding General, II FFGR ..V was tusked
by COFUSHACY to meet with an enemy delegation on 25 December to arran;e
a tine, place, anc nrocedures incident to the release of U3 prisoners
held by the enemy. aCofi, G1, II FFORCEV, was appointed project airector
and charged with staff responsibility for all pregarations for and concue®
of the operation. The appointed contact teum met with the eney wol-ga-
tion on 25 Decerber and a second time on 1 January 1969. Three Us prisor o5
were reléased by the enemy delegation to the US contact team ot the socon:
meeting. Ambassador Bunker summed up the operation as follows: "It (4he
operation) was very well worked out and well concluded and a good way to
start the New Year. I am very pleased; I don't see how it could ‘ave

turned out better.” an after action raport.of this overation is being
prepared and will be submitted in accordance with AR 52%5-15.
3
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Ce Intelligence ard Counterintellipence.

(1) 1Intelligsence aspects of tacticul ojcrations conductud in the il
Field Foree Vietnam (II FrULCLV) Tactical area of Interest (PALI) are
discussed in the Oper:tional iKeport - Legsons Learned submitted by uniss
under the operatioral control of this hendquorters,

(2) 1Intellisence Collection.

(a) The daily briefing on selected arent reports was continued by the
Collection Division. The purpose of this briefing, deseribed in cetail
in the preceding ORLL, is to better evaluate the intelligunce produced oy
human sources and to determine the reliability of the sources themsclves.
This, in turn, enables the agency which employs the sources to duciuze
which agents wurrunt retention and which should be terminatede The briai-
ing also enables the Collection Pivision to determine which reports uce
significant and plausible so that they may be utilized by the various
divisions of G2 anc considered in the current assessment of the situatio:.
The method by which the evaluation is accomplished iz as follows: all
reports ere indixed and filed by the Collection Divisior. Irom the zctial
number received, certain reports are selected as significant. “hese -.re
then forwarded to the Order of Battle Section where the particulur intcle
ligence analyst familier with its subject comments upon its lausibiliicy.
#inally, the reports considered both significunt and plausible «re btrizfad.
zZach briefing covers a 24 hour period. a representative from ecch ol t.ae
divisions of the G2 Section attends the briefing.

(b) Collection Division is also respornsible for ensuring t4zt all
necessary Specific Intelligence Collection Requirements (SICR) are pub-
lished and levied on the appropriate collectors. In addition, Collection
Division coordinates the collection of intelligence on specific subjects
and keeps subordinate units informed as to which SICRs are current by puo-
ligshing a qusrterly II PAURCuV Specific Intelligence Collection Regquire-
ments Registry. The Registry indexes all SICR by nurber and by collector.
During the past quarter 13 iACV SICR and 14 II FACTECiV SICR were cconcelled,
while 18 new :.CV and 4 new II F?ORCZV SICR were levied.

(3) Counterintelligence/rHCINIX.

(a) During the pzat quarter steady imyroverent was noted in the
operations of District Intelligence Operations Coordinating Centers
(pI10CC) and rrovince Intelligence Coordinuting Centers (}ICCC) in support
of the PHUINIX/PuULG HULG Program. In an efiort to improve intelligence
collection leading to a substantial upgrading of the Viet Cong Infra-
structure (VCI) - Guerrilla data base, MACV instituted the Intelligence
Collection krogram, VG Political Infrastructure and hilitary forces (C),
nicknamed BIG MACK (U). The reports rendered under this program on VCI,
muerrilla and local force order of battle are in computer compatible

4
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format and should result in more comprehensive data, more readily avail-
able to U3 and Vietnamese agencies charged with the attack on the infra- %
structure. During this quarter, the III Corps Tactical Zone (III CT4)
PHUNG HOANG staff opened a school for DIOCC and PICCC workers in Bien

Hoae The first class completed the 92-hour course on 18 Januiry. The
attendance of all GVN DIOCC workers at this school should do much to

raise the level of professionalism in the DIUCC/PIUCC. Indifference to
the PHUNG HOANG Program on the part of some province and district chiefs
and interagency rivalries within the DIOCC/PIOCC remain problems requiring
positive command emphasis. Both US and GVN commanders are aware of these
problems and are providing the emphasis.,

(b) Volunteer Informat Program. During this past quarter, the 5
Volunteer Informant Program has been stressed and command emphasis placed |
on the program. The G5 Section and Psychological Operations elements
have greatly expanded the publicity for the program. As a result of
the added emphasis and the increased publicity, the returns in captured

.materiel and information obtained have far surpassed any like period
since the creation of the program.

(c) The Counterintelligence Section, 219th Military Intelligence
Detachment has established a program of road-blocks and traveler searches.
This program was instituted as a result of agent reporfs whié¢h indicatéd
that medicines and money were being transported to VC elements with the
Bien Hoa area. The success of the program has been evidencéd by cCapiured
enemy documents which have mentioned the road-blocks as an obstacle to
be by-passed.

(4) Ground Reconnaissance. mpany F, 518 as
employed in ground reconnaigsance operations ip War Zone D, Not only

were the teams used to develop the intelligence situation in the vicinity
of Rang Rang (YT2054), but they were also employed in an interdiction
role, hampering the activities of the B81at Rear Service.Croup by.develop-
ing targets for tactical air strikes and B-52 raids. Later in the period,
long range patrelling was conducted in southern War.-Zome.D. and northern
Viet Cong U-1 Province. In January, training for the recently activated
Company D (LRP), 151st Infantry was integrated into continuing operations
in the same area, providing for a smooth transition as Company D replaces
Company F. The results of 208 operations conducted during the period
were 62 contacts, 86 sightings, the capture of seven enemy, 27 enemy killed,
six US killed, and 35 US wounded.

(5) G2 Air.

(a) Intensive aerial reconnaissance and surveillance was conducted
within III CTZ throughout the reporting period. Full utilization was
made of II FFORCEV assets, and requests for 7th Air Force tactical air
reconnaissance support (aerial photography and infrared (Red Haze)) were ;
increased. In the Visual Reconnaissance (VR) field, reconnaissance of |

5
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moat nf the;bamhodasn-llI ‘CT% border was condicted on andaily,pqgtg.éamwﬂi
The area oa~thg anhel'a Jing whd Parvot e Boaisarmn. cavensd: qnﬂphquQ 8
90 pepaent T e 4. ,!v;!brtiohs i the I1IGTw co:atd ino-nere goxpre +
on about 79 peroen£ of fﬁa‘ﬂnys Durinp the - perindyiastobul of 15436 Cie
VR sortiqs were flown within III CTZ by botn Army and:Air Forge aircruft;
resul ting in 1,784 s1gnificant siettings being roported in the 11 P?Ostﬁv
INTSUE, and.an .avergre of 43 of 61 establisrsd Vi areds: b51np covered
daily. , ,

(v} Side Looklng Airborne Radar (bL‘R) 1nctronic xeconnaias;ace
was conducted on s nightly basig. The major portion of III CTZ is bexng
covered by the OV-1B Mohawk aircraft, presertly consolidated under the
734 Surveillance Airplane Company at Vung Tau Army Alrfield. -SLAR cover-
aje is directed toward likely avenues oI aoproach into ghe Saipon . ca
and the Long Blnh{Bleg 10a nilitar" coma 2X. adaitional emphasis was
placed on the border asres ‘s Joal ‘s Jing, wrid
fishheook. Flight patierns have been ylanned»to provide irtelligonce ovar
almost the entir( III CTZ as rejuired. There has been little use mocc
of daylightSLAR during the past thrce ronthe a0 only g-sagll:apount Of
ugeful intelligence—wus-being gothered. SL.l-detacted moving targets,
when identified.cni lcteriined to be sigmificont have bgen relayed to
artillery warning control centers im.the. -exee of operations. for, fksrt“er
aissemination. and tactical response. In man)y: instances artlllary uait
and other tactieal units have prov1ded successful rQSponse.

P 2
(e) Infrareﬁ (Ped Haze) surveillsnce was concentrated aleng tlp
garbodian borcer, sraditional infiltrction routes, and susnectec erLgiy

base camps;ana staglgg greas to malntaln a continuing wgtch for indicz-
i of £ 2 ai at.Saison and the Bier

«. The areas receiving’msjor emphasis included tz:
anbodian-border in the vicinity of the Parrot!s 3esk and the Anﬁel'e

~fm£=~ wgst of: Tay. ij’mh: bgtween the Dog's Face and fhe Fishbgelk and
northweyrd 1o the ¥ Iron; the Song Be corridor and trail- act&vlty in
the vieinity of Bu Gia Map; infiltration routes. slong.the Vam GO Tay

and Vag Co Dong rivers; the srea of the idichelin Zlaniation, the Zunnel
area and \gr.Zene. D; the Capital Military lisirisd, and the €0
anpxaanhga,&gﬂaaxggn. A considerable amount of US :Air Force Ped_H“ae
surveillance .support was re.uested and received, with an g G Lo
texgata heini £lour cach night during the past three months. Qgéixggs
and interpretation of Red Jaze imapery has been used .to dotermine patterns
of hest emifters and concentrations of hant=producing .gquipment

(d) Alr Force Tactical Reconnaissaice has deronstrated extensive
advances in meeting the requiresents of »riy, ARV and alr Force wiits
in II1 CT4. Kequests for ggnsor products have increased more than 100
percent in the last three months. In order to expedite the introduction
of new technology a comprehensive training program was:inaugurated to
familiarize userc with the newly available mulije-gensor systems. . Yhis
prosran has resulted in renues*s for photorraphy that effectively utilize

6
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the new equipment to provide the best possible coverapge of the topo-
graphy under study. A progran of coordinastion with other staff divis-
ions of the headqu:rters has provided products th:t confirm or deny
infornation obtained through other sources. /i progru. of analysis,
coordination and resjwnse has resulted in the interdiction of enury
aotivity by ficld units in receipt of vital intellipunce infor:..tion
obtained throuh 4irborne Sensor Systeis. 4 program to improve respon=-
siveness caused both Army and Air Foroce reconnaissance elements to
examine existing procedures. The result of this program was a complete
revitalisation of the processing and distribution procedures used to
request photo products. The changes resulted in a three-fold reduction
in time of delivery from time of request. Photo product delivery time
has been reduced to eight hours for Priority I missions, 18 to 24 hours
for Priority II nissions and 18 to 48 hours for Priority III misasions.
The in-flight assignment of targets has provided units at all levels
with unprecedented flexibility and responsiveness. FProgrammed studies
using new high scuity cameras and side obligque photography have siced
in monitoring enemy activity on a continuous basis. By providing sub-
stantial advancements in techniques, equipment, interpretation and
reproduotion of sensor products a greater appreciation of the role
tactical reconnaissance plays in support of ground operations has been
realized.

(e) On 13 December 1968, II Field Force began en evaluation of the
OV-1 Mohawk Direct Support Concept directed by USARV. The purpose of
the svaluation is to determine the feasibility and suitability of
providing OV-1 ibhawk airoraft in direct suprort of the US divisions in
the Republic of Vietnam by the Surveillance Airplane Comnany in each
Corps Tactiocal Zone. This direot support will be compared with the
previous organio support to some divisions by their ierial surveil-
lance and Target Acquisition (ASTA) platoons, and general support to
other divisions by the surveillance airplane companies.

(6) The Production Division, which was formed during the preceding
quarter, oontinued to develop its operations as the Current Intelligenoce,
Estimate and Indiocator Center for II FFORCEV. The division is ourrently
authorized six officers and two enlisted men, and is organized for 24-
hour operation. The division provides daily briefings for the Commanding
General and staff, publishes the II FFORCEV Daily Intelligence Summary
(DISUM), prepares a weekly assessment of the ourrent enemy situation,
and evaluates information from all sources to produce assessments of
the enemy intentions. 4s the fooal point of information evaluation
within the G2, II FFORC:ZV, the division prepares and presents special
briefings on the current intelligence estimate, as required.

(7) G2 Targets Division.

(a) The G2 Targéts Division's primery funotion has continued to be
the development and evaluation of B-52 targets. However, the division

7
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has been increasingly ¢ .1lled upon .o .rovige suitghle t: Tgets for Coidut
sky Spats (rddar direeted tacticol air atril s), chemical “farpots
(herbicideurd sersistent Cs)y cluster bord (uJU) tarpets end artillery
intelligence agets. ~The allygougge ;gtegllaggcg duty buese and ency
activity indfeations display are algo: rextensively used by the other
&1v1910ns of. 02 and other staff sectlons.,_

(b) Duriny this quarter 298 separate Be5 torpets were struck in
I1I CTZ. During the ronth of Novenber the-e qtri?es were concentrated
in the northern and western Corps Tactical Zone neor the Cambodian
border, primdrilysdn ‘Jar Zone-C and along the Vam Co Dohg River. Turing
December and January the erphasis shifted as ronery units st-rted moving
from the Cambodian base areas to in-country base and staging areas cnd
the infiltration corridors leading toward saigon. The sSaigon and Song
Be River corridors vere hit particularly h rd, as were the Trapeuoid
(.75943), Boi Loi (. 75%33), Ho Bo .oods (.i6039) and the Catch:r's
mitt (470825).

(¢) The 29th Cacmical wetachment, assizned to ileadquarters 17
FFOLCEV "andJunder the operational oontrol of the G2 Targets Divisior
became one:of the principal surveillance tools of the Targets Livision,
flying approximately 90 hours on airborne personnel detector missions.
The detachment also flew an addltional 30 hours dispersing herbicideas.

'tl'

(8) Descriptlon and Pecapltulatlon of inemy Urder of Battle.

(a) Desorlpt1on. The Central Cffice of South Vietnum (CCoV)
remeins the suprere political-military headouarters controlling all
VietCong and Xorth Vietnamese army (VC/I'VA) activities in the lepublic
of Vietnam. .Hlitory. units in III.CTZ are subordincted either directly
to C(SVN or tolone of CUsVN's 13 province-level subdivisions in III C7..
(see Inclosure 9). There were no known changes during the quarter in
the enemy's military-political boundaries. However, during the querter
information becdme available which clirified the composition and function

- of the T7 idlitary Region. The T7 Military hegion, which was formed in

gbout June 1968, was activated by CO3V. to provide better control of 3ub
Hegion 4, Viet Cong U-1 Province, Viet Cong 3a Bien Province and the

- Rung Sat Spetial Zone. ‘mese regions have maintained their former

internel organization, but are now subordin:te .to CCSVi throvgh T7 [ili-
tery Fegion.. dnother signific-nt change during the quarter was the
reorganization of rear service supyort in Jub Region 1. The sub resion
had been serviced by elements of the 83d Rear Services Group, but in an
effort to overcome problems and strengthen the logistical bsse in the
sub region COLVN directed a reorganization. The sub region is now
suprorted by six logistiecal areas. The [ive sub regions surrounding
saigon continue to function as political, econonic and military coruwnd
and control sturctures directly subordinate to CGsVh. (See Inclosure 9).
However, the enemy has continued to give higher priority for relace.ents
and suprlies to his divisions, and as a result the effectiveness of sud

8
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regional forces has remuined on a low level. The only sub region which
has been strengthened during the quarter was Sub Region 1, which now
has more than the equ;valent of a division under its control. As the
quarter ended it appeared that the encmy's divisions were intended to
be his moin strlhlng force with the sub repions1 battalions playing an
auxiliary role.

(b) Significant Order of Battle Developments.

1 The number and effectiveness of enemy units in the II FFORCZV
TAOI underwent several significant changes. The number of units rose
3lightly reflecting the arrival of two new regiments in III CTZ from
II CTZ and the forrmation of new artillery units. The effectiveness of
the regiments dropped slightly, but the effectiveness of infantry
battalions rose. The most marked rise in effectiveness was in sapper
battalions, demonstrating the emphasis that the enemy has placed on the
formation and training of sapper units in the previous quarters. The
number of artillery battalions continued to rise, reflecting a reorgan-
ization of the artillery support in the 7th North Vietnamese Army Divis-
ion and the formation of new sub regional artillery battalions. The
increase of one sapper battalion is the result of the reclassification
of a battalion formerly held as an infantry battalion. The table below
portrays the combat effectiveness of regiments and separate battalions
at the beginning and end of the quarter. Units believed to be present,
but not confirmed are shown in parentheses. The table includes units
in the portion of IV CTZ in which the 9th US Infantry Division has
conducted operations.

COMBAT EFFECTIVENZSS OF ENEMY UNITS
31 OCT 68 31 JAN 69

FCE CE MCE NCE TOTAL FCE CE MCE NCE TOTAL

INF REGT 4 5(3) 4(3) 13(6) 1 7(4) 7 15(4)
ARTY REGT 2(1) 2(1) 2(1) 2(1)
INF BN 3(1)  7(2) 4(1) 7(2) 21(6)  2(1) 10(1) 11(1) 3(1) 26(4)
ARTY BN 8 8 1 6(2) 1(2) 8(4)
SAPPER BN 2(1) 1(1) 3(2) 3(1) 1(1) 4(2)
RxCON BN 2 2 2 2
FCE = Fully Combat Effective MCE - Marginally Combat Effective
CE = Combat Effective NCE = Not Combat Effective
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2 During the quurter, the suspected locution of COSVN Headquarters
was reconfirmed. Analysis of captured documents, prisoner and Hoi Chanh
statements, plus agent reports coupled with an evaluution of the enemy
situation, places COSVN lisadquarters within s 15-gquare-kilometer area
in Cambodia north of Tay Ninh Province (A13696, AT3899 and XT4595).

This location offers the enemy a sanctuary based on the Allied policy

of restricting air, ground and artillery strikes to Vietnamese territory.
In addition the area is well serviced with trails, sparsely populated
and well concealed under a dense jungle canopy.

Doouments captured by the 52d ARVN Ranger Battalion in a contact
near the Fishhook (XT75793) identify the 320th North Vietnamese Army
Regiment of the 1st North Vietnamese Army Division. This unit was last
contacted in an attack against the Duc Lap Sub Sector Headgquarters
(II CT2Z) in August 1968. Since that time the 320th NVA Regiment was
believed to be in Cambodia replacing the heavy losses that it suffered
in the Duc Lap attack. The regiment is composed of the K4, K5 and Ké
Infantry Battalions. Its subordinate units are the 13th Mortar Compeny,
14th Anti-Aircralt Company, 15th ingineer Company, 16th Signal, 17th
Recoilless Rifle (75mm) Company, 18th Medical Company, 19th Reconnaissance
Sapper Company, 20th Transportation Company, 21st Infantry Company, 24th
Headquarters Company and the 25th Rear Service Company. The strength of
the regiment is estimated to be approximately 1,400. Since only the K4
Battalion has been tentatively identified, the Order of Battle 3Section
considers the 320th NVA Regiment as possibly present in III CTZ.

4 The 95C Regiment of the 1st NVA Division, first identified in e
13 lovember attack on Fire Support Patrol Base (FSFB) Dot (XT560855),
and later identified in a number of contacts with the 25th US Division,
has been confirmed in II FFORCEV order of battle holdings. The regi-
ment infiltrated from Cambodia, where it had recovered from heavy losses
suffered in the attack on the Duc Lap CIDG Camp, in which the 320th - .
Regiment also took part. Like its sister unit, the 320th North Viet~
namese Arny Regiment, the 95C Regiment is composed of the K4, K5 and
Ké Battalions and similar support companies. The present strength of
the regiment, which has suffered a number of casualties in IIIl C7Z, 15
listed as approximately 1,000. '&‘

5 There are indications that the 1at North Vietnamese irn;y D;Lyigim
haes relocated from II CTZ. The Order of Bsttle Section considars ‘the’ et
NVA Division's 95C NVA Regiment as confirmed and its 320th NVA Regiment
as possibly present in III CTZ, while the remaining 66th NVA Regiment -has
not been identifieds The headquarters of the 1at NVA Division is unlocated,
but it is believed that the division has moved into the northwestern: III
CPZ to fill the vacuum created by the southward movement of the othaf
three divisions in the Corps area.

6 Low level agent reports have led the Order of Battle'ﬁeotionfgo{;
ohange the artiilery structure of the 7th NVA Division. The 13th 4a
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Battalion has been dropped as sn artillery unit subordinate to the 7th
NVA Division. It is believed that the Tth Division now hag a D22
Artillery Battalion and a D14 AA Battalion, like the 5th and 9th VC
Divisions. Becuuse the information is limited, these two units are
currently held as only possibly present in the II F?0i:CEV order of
battle holdings.

1 During November enough evidence became available to confirm the
existerice of the 268th Regiment (AKA Cu Chi, AKA Iron Triangle) sub-
ordinate to Sub Region 1. The regiment is composed of three battalions,
the K1 (AKA 170th), K2, and K3 which operated in the Trang Bang area.
Documents subsequently captured have revealed that the regiment is
suffering from serious morale problems resulting from B-52 strikes,
fatigue, combat failures, and an inadequate food supply. In addition
the regiment is understrength, especially the K1 Battalion. This situz-
tion has rendered the 268th Regiment less combat effective.

8 Documents have confirmed the subordination of the 88th I'VA
Regiment to Sub Region 1. There were indications in early December
that the 88th Regiment had been dropped by the 5th VC Division when it
relocated to /ar Zone D. Llements of the 88th Regiment were identified
in the Ho Bo area (XT6038) at that time and it is believed that the
regiment was redeploying from the Boi Loi area into the southeastcrn
part of 3Sub Region 1.

9 The Quyet Thang Regiment, which was reportedly disbunded in the
last quarter, has again reappeared in documents captured in Sub Region
1. Letter box designations identify this regiment and the 1st FF and
2d MF Battalions gubordinate to it. The 4Yuyet Thang Regiment will be
regarded as only possibly reconstituted until further information con-
firms its existence.

10 The 3ong Be Regiment underwent a major reorganization, probably
in late October. Captured documents note the reduction of the regiment
to one reinforced battalion because of the heavy losses suffered by its
212th Battalion. The 3ong Be Regiment, redesignated Doan Song Be, is
now comnoged of three infantry companies (C1, C3, and C54), a heavy
weapons company (C214), a sapper company ¢211), a signal company, and
reconnaissance and security elements. Doan Song Be is now carried as a
confirmed reinforced battalion with a strength of 280 men. It is
believed that the battalion will continue to operate from its base area
in Phuo¢ long Province, subordinate to Military Region 10,

11 A prisoner captured on 14 October has given some information on
the 2424 Battalion. This unit infiltrated into South Vietnam in April
1968, According to the prisoner, the battalion was composed of three
rifle companies and a heavy weapons company. Besed on this informa-
tion and the identification of the battalion in two contacts, the 2424
1iVA Battalion has been confirmed as a manuever battalion subordinate
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to Jub Region 2, 1ts strongth is 250 nmen and it is holsn?uu to be
oper.tlnr in the v101n;t" of Tra Cu. :

ciar oy PN
5 [, 1

12 Infor“ tiﬂn ﬂwu.xned from documfutv..n; o Il,Onﬁg “w. ;nA'td"

the confir.: ation of the 2424 1 VA Buttalion a5 u munucver buttd ion
sutordinste to b Legion 2. Indiewtions e thit 4ue ;’uT’ v 1 ain
So:c; Rattalior s ben cdsbinded i it s ben uro,vod from JI
FOCLU AV order ol b ottle holdingse It is boldieved Lo te 2073 . .tiel-

ion may have merged with the 242d Battalion to for- the 26424 3 t4alion,
but the evidence of this is tenuous. ~trength of the 26424 3.tttz ‘on
is estimsted to be 300. N

13 Sufficient evidence wzs obtained from verious sources tv cceit
the D1 Battalion as possibly present in III C7.. This maneuver butt:lior,
with an estimated strength of 350, is considered to be subordirite to
2.y Ninh Province. Indic.tions are t +t the D1 Buattalion hes boarn o=
ing closely with tlhe 014 Battalion anu thot they would purtici: to ir
future actions together axainst torjets in oy linh Province. There
is not enough information in regoré to the U1 Battalion's coumposition
to confirm it as a maneuver battzalion in ithe order of battle holdirrzs.

14 There are strong indicetions that a 3d Artillery Battalion
exists in III CTZ, uncder the joint control of 3Sub Eegioh 3 and the
Combat Control Section. It is believed th:t the unit is composed ol
two recoilless rifle coxpanies and one 82rm mortar compun:s ané hus 2
strength of 150. This unit will be considere: as poss sibly presc:t in
Sub Hegion 3 until tac exact composition is determined.

15 Docutents captured in December note the existence of the 9tk
Artillery Battalion su‘bord;nate to Sub Region 1, Inulcatlons ere tics
this battalion is probably composed of elezents of thne c7’ ana €9 wouparnies
of the 3d Battalion, 208th Artillery Hegiment. This unit, which ncs b=zexn
added to the possibly present list in the order of battle holdlxgo, gives
the eremy in 3ub Kegion 1 a 107mm and 122mm rocket capability.

16 Additional information hss been obtained on the corrosition of
Isilitary Region T7. Iilitary Region T7 was activoted in about Jure,
1968 by COSWI' for better control of Sub Region 4, VC U-1 Prpvixcé, e
3a Bien lrovince an¢ the Rung Sat Specizl Zone. The sub regions have
meintained the same organizational structure and are subcerdinste to
CU3VE throursh Filitary Region T7. The 274th VC Regiment is confirmed us
a subordirete unit of iiilitary Region T7, and it is possible that the
5th VC vivision is also under its control. In addition to the forces
subordinate to the various sub regions, .ilitury hegion T7 has forces

that are primarily artillery and sapper types, possibly the T7dth
artillery Heginent, the X34 Battalion of the 96th nocket iegiment ard a
battalion of the 208th Artillery Battalion, as well as the D67 Encineer
Battalion and the D5 3Sapper Battalion. These units, cormbined with
infantry, pose a thx:at to Saigon and Allied installations in its are:a

12

SSIFIED
Authonty M.iﬂ——z"
B;M HARA D‘»""Ml— :




SRRy A

S omle e ‘ Reproduced atthe National Archives

A€

NI PR ST

AVFBC-RE-H
SUBJECTs Operational Heport of Headquarters, II tield rorce Vietnam for
o - Period ending 31 January 1969, RCS CofOit = (k1) (A=DHU=TO-A)(U)

of operations. :urthermore, itear Service Groups 81 and RS .are. helirvnd
to be suoportin; 1111t.ry hegion T Operations. : .

, "11. Documents c:ptured in early :Dagcerbor note the. d1s'011t1or of
'the 12th Reconnnisqarce/aapper Battalion and the loestion of Jub iepion
2 Headquartérs‘in the Ya Thu area“(AT2704). The 12th Battalion waus
moved to the 3a Thu area to train both politically and militsrily for
an "important mission" th:t would be assi:med to it in the future.
snall nuzber of cadre and combatants were left behind to prepare for
the offensive. Indications were that Sub Hegion 2 Headquarters had

moved to Ba Thu to avoid allied operations and harassment.

‘18 Interrogation of a prisoner haa revealed information concerning
the Combat Control Section of Sub Region 3. The prisoner noted that
the normal military organization of the sub region consisted of five
infantry battalions, an artillery battalion, a reconraissance compzn
and a sapper conmpany directly subordinate to sub Region 3 Military
Headquarters. Ilowever, in May, a Combat Control Section was formed +o
facilitate the control of the 506th and 508th Buttalions. Now all of
the units are under the joint control of the Combat Control section uni
Sub Region 3 Military Headquarters.

‘19 Preparations for a possible military effort in Saigon have
necessitated the reorganization of forces in Sub iegion 6.  locur=nt:
and a prisoner captured during the quarter have revealed changes in the
organization of the sub region. To improve control, the enemy hcs dis-
banded the C10 Sapper 3attalion, which hzd an estinated strength of 175
men, in favor of five Special Action flements desigrated 1, 2, 3, 5 ard
6. Indications are th:t -only Special Action .lements 1 and 2 had beern
agsipned personrel as of 30 November. The authorized strength hzs been
reported to be 600 and it is possible that the arrivsl of personrel to
fill the other elements will bring these Sub Region 6 units up to full
strengths Pending new information, the strength of these special action
elements will be maintained at 175. The C10 Sapper 3attalion has been
dropped by the Order of Battle Section as a confirred maneuver battalion.

20 A record book of the 81st Rear Service Group captured on 15
Kovember revealed that B-52 strikes had forced its personnel to live in
trenches, resulting in a reduced percentage of personnel available for
duty (approximately 69 percent), that there had been a change in unit
designators, and that the group had been partially reorganized. Because
of the chunge in designators, previously known units could not be cor-
related, however, the document revealed the formation of two transporta-
tion battalions. The D4OA Transportation Battalion is composed of a
headquarters, two previously known companies, V14 and V15, and one
previously unknown company V16. The D60B Transportation Battalion is
composed of a headquarters and three previously known companies, V11,
V12, and V13. The total strength of the 81st Rear Service Group was
increased to 2,550 by the Order of Battle Section on the basis of this
document.
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21, wocuncnts eartured-by elements of tha 1st Us Cavalry wivision
(Airmobile) ideutity three battalions of the A5Lh :wur Jerviee Group
which were previously mnknown - the 532d, the 432d wand the 2%7th
Battalions. » This informntion has.increased the autimted strengtn of
the 85th Rear dervice Group -from 425 to a minirum of 1,000.: @he crrrant
area.of :résponsibility of the 85th Hear uUervice Group is Binh Long

Frovince. .~ .

22 The enemy :increased significantly his emuloyment of 120mm
mortarss . The 120mm mortaer was identified in a series of attacks on
Dau Tieng Base Camp.  The -120mm mortar, type 53, -has a weight of 606
pounds, a maximum range of 5,700 meters and a minirum range of 500
meters. The mortar fires a high explosive round which.is 23.5 inches
long and weighs 28 pounds. This mortar-is:normally found with,a
divisional artillery battalion, but it is believed th-t in the ntizcks
on Dau- Tieng, the weapon wzs given to the he-vy wearons pletoon of
the C64 loczl Fforce Company. In addition, a razllier from the fi8th
¥VA Regiment st-ted th 't a new 215mm rocket would be used in the next
offensive. This rrojectile was tested in a 25 septerber shelling of
Katum. - There are indications thzt it was also used on-z number of
other occasions during September. The units which are believed to
have employed this weapon were elements of the 69th artillery Commznd
in conjunttion with the 224 artillery Battalion of the 5th Viet vong
vivision before its relocation to Jar Jone L.

(¢) Recapituletion.

1 The VC'regibns, provinces and specialAzoneS in 111 CT% controlled
42 Local compznies and 17 Local Force platoons. (Notes Local cormpznies
- and platoons with a strength of 40 or under are considered platoons),.

BT .

2 The battzlions and regimental sized units located within III C7.

are as followss -

69th Artillery Command

7ath VA Artillery Regiment
208th VA _Ar@;inery Regiment
56th -VC AA Béitalion

58th VG Artillery Battalion
95C NVA Regiment |

274th VC Regimert

14

. SUBORDINATION
COSVN

'69th Artillery Command

'69th Artillery Comzand

69th Artillery Command

‘ ‘69fh Artillery Command

COsVN

COSVN
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INIT o SUBORDINATION
275th VC Regiment - 5th V¢ vivision
22d V€ Artillery Battalion 5th VC Division
24th NVs AA Battalion 5th VC Division
141st NVA Regiment 7th NVA Division
165th NVA Regiment ~ Tth NVA Division
2718t VC Regiment . 9th VC Division
2724 VC Regiment 9th VC Division
2734 VC hegiment 9th VC Division .
224 VC Artillery Battalion 9th VC pivision
24th VC sA Battalion 9th V(¢ Division
66th V¢ HF Base uecurity Regiment CUSVN
88th NVA Regiment - Sub Region 1

/ 101st EV.. Regiment Sub Hegion 1
V' 268th V¢ IF Regiment Sub- Region 1
1st VC MF Battalion Sub Region 1
24 VC L# Battalion Sub Region 1
8th VC Artillery Battalion Sub Region 1
6th VC LF Battalion Sub Region 2
D16 NVA Battalion Sub Region 2
2424 FvVa Batfalionﬁ Sub Region 2
267th VC IMF Battalion Sub Region 2
2642 NVA Battalion A Sub Region 2
269th VC MF Battalion Sub Region 2
308th VC I# Battalion Sub Hegion 2
15
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IIT ‘ SUBLIDIT ATION
24 Ind VC MF Bottldien sub remion 3
265th VC MF B.ttalion sub wepion 3
506th VC of Battalion sub legion 3
520th VC ¥ Battalion Sub Region 3
bong Phu VC IF Battalion Sub Region 3
Doan 10 VC MF Sapper Battalion Sub Region 4
Thu Duc V¢ Infantry regiment Sub Region 4
Dong Nai VC Regiment Sub Region 5
Special Aotion zlement Sub Region 6
14th V¢ MF Battalion Tay Ninh Frovince
2440 VC LF Bettalion Ba Bien irovince
0445 VC LF Battalion Ba Bien irovince
D1 VC LF Sapper 3attalion U=1 rrovince
D2 VC LF 3apper Battalion U-1 Province
Doan Song Be Battalion 14litary Region 10
46th VC I Reoonnaissance Battalion COSVE
2d VC MF Guard Battalion Unknown

3 The following units are located in northern IV CTZ in the II
JFORCLY Talla

Wit SUBCRDINATION
dong Thap 1 VC Reglment Military Region 2
Deng Thap II VO Legiment Military Region 2
295th VC MF Battalion . Mlitary Region 2
5028 V¢ LF Battalion Kien Fhong Province
16
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WIT
504th VC LF Battalion
512th VC L¥ Battalion
516th VC LF Battalion
518th. VC LF Battalion

550th VC LF Battalion

SUBORUIKNATION

{lien Tuong Province
An Giang Province
Kien iloa Irovince
Kien Hoa rrovince

Kien Hoa Province

4 Units possibly present in III CTZ are listed below:

INIT
96th NVA Artillery Regiment
33d NVA Regiment
324 KVi Regiment
224 NVA Artillery Battalion
24th Vi A4 Battalion
174th HVA Regiment
320th NVA Regiment
21st Ind VC MF Battalion
Gia Dinh 4 VC Sapper Battalion
9th Artillery Battalion
12th VC LF Sapper Recon Battalion
3d Artillery Battalion
D6 Heavy .JJeapons Battalion
67th ingineer Battalion
D1 VC LF Battalion
D168 Battalion
U368 Battalion

17
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SUBORDINATICN
69th VC Artillery Command

5th VC Division
7th TV4i Division
7th XVA Division
7th LVa Division
Pogsibly COSVL
Pogsibly COSVN
5th VC Division
Sub Region 1

Sub Region 1

Sub Region 2

Sub Region 3

Sub Region 4

Possibly COSWN

Tay Ninh Province

Phuoc Long Province

Binh long Frovince
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(d) summary.ofilkdcent Activities.

1A/ B Tt o . . o T
g meot Wnartor b o boen a period of trandifisn us the aremy .

,attem «‘d to move .m\a L dicongreed deploynent dirte o offenzive ':(:*‘,;
At the b‘“ln“l“' of “the “suarter enery units were in thﬁ tralitionsl h-

'::o..:“ in no*thnm and r'or‘...r ontern 111 CTZ nlons the Carbrdian bormr.

The epemy ‘edr¥intsd £8 cvoid mojor eont eto “1ro~ }:}.»m;f, the foricd but’
slovly redeplorad fo contost allied operations o7 irst i:filtr-4on
routes, “Zfta to move from the border areas into 1r\twrmediate stur ng
aress. Agms51ve sllied operations forced the enery t0 delay his
movemenfs, bresk’up his forces into small cells to pass through Allied
positions, hindered reconnaissance elements fom operating, and inflietcd
heavy logistical losses on ‘the enemy. Thé loss of vital ‘supplies fcreed
the enemy to divert munpower to the movement of supplles, and cauoed
problezs in the‘supiort of units that were already in intermedict
~arecse The Jinter-spring Offensive, which was launched by the ens: .J,j'
“in~Vecember, wzs slow in evolving as the enemy'c moverment towards ris
objectives in the soutn central psrt of the corps toctical zone vare
hampered and delsyed. .is the quarter ended the enemy hod still.nci
consolidzsted his units into forward positions, but it scamed clear i
the redeployment ¢f :jor enemy units heralded the zdvent:of-a mejor
attack on the scale of the 1968 Tet (ffensive.

(54
»

2 5th VC Division. at the beginning of the paricd, the 5th ¥C
Division was located in northeastern ‘/ar “one C. Indications were tzcz
in Yoverber the mﬂf_geglment and the 2_751;}1 VC Regiment had begurn
to redeploy to .‘ar Zohe D, "the old area of operstions of the 5tk VC
Division. %he 88th Regiment became subordinate to uub hegion 1 anc re-
mained in ‘the ‘area’ of the ifichelin Plantation (XT5159)y when .the -
division hezdjuarters and the 33d NVA and 275th VC Regiments begin
their redep‘loyment. The 5th VC Division has avoided major contaoct
throughout the period, but it is believed that the relocation of the
division to iar Zone.D is almost complete, in preparation for the up-
coming offensive, ﬂDuglnig December, small contacts.and gdoguments caviured
in the Song Be Cofridor indicated that the Sth Division was slowly moving
south in_ pl-:toon “and 3quad size units. At the end of January a rallier
reported thzt the 174th NVA Regiment had-reclaceéd:-the -88th EV. Reglﬂem.
The fact was confirmed by documents captured on 29 Januzry. Including
the 174th iZegimeént, the Sth VC Livision has a streéngth-of 5, 504 -

3 7th FVa bivision. This division, with one exception, hss remuinc.

out of contuct in western Binh long rrovince. Un 27 und 29 Foveuber,

in & series of cou any and buttaelion sized engagements-northeasst of .n
ioc, the 14131; “eglment lost approximately 150 men. The 32d and 165ta
itegiments; on the other hand, have avoided mejor contact:throughout the
quarter. t is believed that the 7th NVA Division, with an estimated
strength of 5,590, refiains dispersed in the viecinity of ‘the Fishhook.
(415793 )
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od 98h.¥C Divigion. At the beginning of. the ncriod, the-9th ¥C
Diviaianwwxa avoiding contaet in.base curpg;in westorn ond. sgughaoutnzn

©fPay -Ninh Province.: Since then 311, re;'mc nty: hwe bew identj,find in
k-»contacts w;th irlm;dly Lomeaa.; 1 ; -

negiment }ost avsroximately the. agme - numher of men in o 22 uece ner
attack on .an A5V night defengive position.porth of the angel's ‘1rf,ﬂ
and the Z?Bd Regiment lost an estimited 57 nen in a 26 Love:ber corti..:
northwest of Ben Joi. DBased on contacts in the last week of -Janusry it
appears thak.pajor elements_of the 9th YC Division have ;:mplmi&sw*h-

- ward from their base areas to staging areas. southwest of Tay inh in-the
Angel's Wing and Ba Thu (XT2704). The strene'th of the division is
believad 40 be approximately 54500

M pzesent WPQMIMtB are believed to be oagxuting_;&
pvendently under J.JV.. Two of these regiments are g*glx arrived units
from II CTZ, the.95C and 320th XVi Regiments. These ure thiurht to be
part of the 13@_,.5 Divisioii, which is also bulleved to have reloc: .tec
to the III CT.. lowever, until the hecdquart.rs of the 13t NVa Jivizion
is locuted and the exacet comosition of tne division dete. wined, - the 1.3
iVa Mivision will not be confirmed and the 95C and 320th kegiments w:ill
be cqna@daqu.inaepengent unitg subordinatae;to CL3VE. The present uze:z
of oterations of the 95C Regiidient is believed to be t..e Crescent cre:
(XT4160), .northwest of the Iichelin Flantstion, while the 32031 I.ta
Fegiment is presertly corried ‘southwest of an loc. Their strenstic .-e
1,000 and 1,400 respectively. The 274th VC Keginment has avoidec . jor
contact during the quarter but its baztialions are believed t0 be ou-
ployed in :the arez of the Binh Son rlantation and the Hat wvich ares
(X33388). The present trength of the uegiment is estinm ted to ve 1,300.

[ at the beginning of the quarter the 88th LVa degiuant oS SdbOl -
nste to the 5th V¢ Division.  However, when this 01?1310n*relocgted to
its traditional :zrea of opsrations in .Jar Zone D, the 88th.iVa .cgizmnt

- wzs left behind. In December it appeared that the 88th uegiment h:d-been
regubordinsted to.Sub kegion 1_as part of the effort to bolster the
oflensive ocapebility-of the 'sub region. The 88th Regiment had been sub-
ordinate to Sub Region 1 and operated in the lichelin arca prior to
rejoining the 5th VC Livision during the Aupust 68 ofensive. The 2d
Butsalion of the 88th legiment was identified in a 7 Decerber contact
ir the "o Bo “Woods area (XT6083)., It was believed, however, that t i
#as the lezd elerment of the :egiment as it relocrted irto southeastern
Sub »egion 1, and at the end of the =mnarter the regirmental heidquarters
and the other p:ti:rlions were still located in the Boi loi aren..

The 101gt iVa.-Regiment has been ovoiding contact in tie Soi .oi-
Tragezold zrea, where it withdrew tuv refit and reinicrce olter hovirg
suffered heavy losses in Uctober. 4 prisoner taken on 23 Noverber
placed the 2d Battalion north of Trung Bang. It is believed tint the
18t and 3d-Bitsalions are dispersed in the Boi Loi-Tropezoid are.s
Incic:.tions are that the 1013t NVA Regiment has repliced its luscoos and
now hes a strength of 1,000 men.
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8 The Dong Lol Leriment hoa remained out of contact for mo:t of
the reporting period.  Indic tions nre thut tle rerimont has contirved
to experiencé food und morale problems. The dispouition-of the virious
bctialions ‘is believed to be as followss: The X1 Buttalion iy rortaeisst
of Binh Mys ‘the K2 B:ttalion is in the an Jon ircuj "the i3 Buttalion is
unlocated in'-the northeast Catcher's Mitt ar:n and the K4 Battalion i:
east of Lai Khe. The atrength of the unit is estim tred to be 1,,50,

9 4acotivity in the various sub regions during the quarter was lirit
to moderate, except for Sub Hegiom 1. Aotivity in 3ub Region 1, a
traditional bellwether of inoreased enemy activity, was high until eurly
January but decreased toward the end of the qu-rter. sSub Region 1,
with the addition of the B8th NVA Regiment, now has four rogiments, two
artillery battal;gnawandma—aapper battalion which represents more ii-n
o divisional threat. This réinforcement of the sub remion's foreos i
been reflected in the level of aetivity in the aren.

(9) VC/NVA Battle Losses.

(a) Overall persomnel end materiel losses:

KIA PY  BALLIERS  SA o/s ca (TCrs
HOV 4,166 456 - 367 1,305 273 9844
e 3,670 921 345 1,299 225 1003
Jay 3,043 428 309 1,303 226 29548

(b) losses in caches. One of the major factors which hunpcred cnexy
rreparation for the ./inter=-Spring Offensive was the discovery by alliied
forces of lerge quantities of materiel in caches. The enermy's supoly
system, based on the olondestine movement of materiel and caches in inter-
medicte and forward areas, although a rotential weakness, has weriied with
notable success in the past. During this last quarter, however, incre:s-
ing 4llied expertise in uncovering cac~es led to tue discovering of very
significant quantities of enemy weapons, munitionis and foodstuffs.

* MATGWRIKL CAPTUR=D FRO ENZMY CACHES
NOV 68 - DEC 68 - JAN 69

ROVEMPER ~ 22CI3.R JANU.R 20Tl
122mm Rockets 53 87 5 145
107Tm Rockets 15 43 48 106
20
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SRR T . NOVBER - DaCaBaR  JalUQY — TCal
RFG Rounds 1,250 7 2,50 2,006 5,750
liortar Rounds 2,322 7,73'0" 5967 iy (b
Kecoilless Rifle Founds 100 758 1,329 167
small’Arms Amrunition 218,877« 369,196 891,107 1,479,160
Grenades 4,612 5,564 5,292 15,468
¥ines and Booby Traps 470 oL 327 408 1,205
Individual .ezpons o 681 " v384 BTy - 1,382
rew Served .eapons 70 » 53 , 58 . 121
Rice (Tons) . 98.4 100.3 295.8 49445

The impact of these losses has been one of tixw eriefl factors which s
caused the enery repeatedly to postpone his. planned ofensive. In -c-
dition, these loszes have had a sharp effect on eneryy morale, sinc: i:e
amount of rice cnsziu-ed is equal to 600,000 daily rations of rice. =5 2
result nzny ernery units have gone hungry during the post ucrter.

(10) vC/nvA Arry Tactics.

(a) In this auarter the enemy's effcrts we.e prln vily dirsectod &
the positicning of rmen and supplies in suprort of a major oflencive. The
enery demonzirzited a continuing dependence on-his system of cuches in
intermedinte and forwvard arcas. In a¢a1t10n, the eneryy once czgcin dis
tlayed his cbilit; to postpone his offensive operations in res_.onss to
reneated nllied s;ciling operations.

(b) - There was continuing emphasis during the gu-rier on tie for-
uation =nd trcining of sapper units, with specinl atterntion given to the
infiltration of saprer elements into Saigon.

(¢) The enemy continued to make extensive use o sttacls by fire,
and incressed hic use of 120mnm mortars during.the querter. His uriocy
means for attacis by fire continued to be 60mm and 82mm mortars, with
rockets nlaying an important but secondary role..

(d) There were increasing sirms during the quarter of the polizical
rotiv. sion of the enery's military actions. Attacks aguinst civiliun
tazrirets incrensed as did terrorist attacks, and the enemy undertook a
progran of equipping all his soldiers with standardized uniforms in order
to blur the distinction between the NVA and VC forces.
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(11) -znemy Camabilities, Vulnerabilition, and lelative rrobability
of Adoption at the .nd of the Juarter.

(a) Capabilities.

& The enemy is cuvnble of conductin;: cnothir olvensive airwd .«
marily at Saigon/Tan Son Lihut and/or Long Binh/Bien Hoa employing ele-
oents of the Tth NVA Division, the Sth VC Division, 9th VC Divisiocr, :o.C

Sub«Regional forces.

b The enery is capable of attacking Tay linh, loc Ninh, Quan loi und
An Loc utilizing elements of the Tth NVA Division and the 1st Vi Division,
supported by provincial forcés.

& The 74th VA irtillery Regiment, the 208th V. Artillery .c.i-
end the 96th MVL Artillery Regiment are cancble of atticking civilien
and rdlitary tor -ots throughout III CTZ, mdage- dertly or in supuoxt of
ground zttacks.

4 The enemy is capable of conducting limited ground a‘ctac}'e and
attecis by fire zeeinst friendly units, outposts anad inatall stions witain
the corps zone.

e The enery is capable of temmorarily intexdietins und sto~ing
arvushes 2long friendly lines of communication.

g Defend.

The enery is cancble of defending base areus in northern Birh
L} v ng

long irovince and Phuoe long Yrovince witt elements of the 7th I'Va
Jivision, and provineial forces.

The enemy is oapable of aefending bzoge arees in Jar done C and
Tey Kinh Province with elements of the 1st VA Division and 9t: /C
Division, forces subordinste to CO3VE, and provineisl forcesa.

& The enermy is cancble of defending bzse areas in the lilchelin,
I’rapezoid, Ho Bo and Boi loi areas with elementa of the 18t V. Jivisicn
and the forces of Sub Region 1. .

4 The enemy is capable of defending base arees in ‘ar Zone J with
elemonts of the S5th VO Division and Rear Service Group personnel.

3 Peinforce.
& The enemy is cepable of reinforcing an attack on Saigon with

vi.ttalions {rom the northern provinces of IV OTZ and from the 1st [.Va
vivigion,
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b  The eneiy 15 coooble of reinforein: with ialiltration rroups of
unknown size.

. i

c "‘he eneryy is counble of reinforcing with wnits vwp to rorizent.

e from II CTZ.

4 dthdrowe 7The cuemy is capable of avoidins contuet wnu wili-
draving to rel :tivelr sceure arcas within III C74 or ".ose ureus in
Carbodia.

5 Other.

a Tha enery is canable of renlacing losses and increasing stron ﬂ:h
t *‘ourh upgracln, uerrilla forcs\,, recruiting end inpressing civilicr

ané receiving revirsconents from Yorth Vietnam.

b The enery is capable of corndueting recu- 1y i the re wire. ot
uhen not interdicted by Allied oparotions.

(v) Vulnerabilities and Lieaknesses.

1 The e‘.erx"s contiruing loases hove ¢ineed o stortipge of o L. L
fardliar with the terrain, a detorioration of leadersnin, a2 drop I: =i
level of experience and training of irdividu-l! soldiers, znd =n ~verc..
loweriis of moresle. :

2 The renlacenert of VO cedre and soldiers with rs
led to conflicts, vossibly zome loss of ro~ul: suptort :md hes Gow
creased the erem;'s cupability to evade .nlll@‘d erati

3_ Succdegsful Allied operations against V\, Infrastructure nove o=
sulted in a reduced capcbility to support enery forces.

4 The enexy's medical facilities are inadequate and he is short of
sedical supriies.

5 The enery's supply system, based on extended lines of comrnnicae
tion and caches in the forward areas, is vulner blc to Allied operstions.
6 Tha mww',y'c' -gontinued olanning for oneratlons "*“ncwd aoninst
S8 i:!on could cause him %40 become vulnersble to concentrztions of L1lied

forces, Tirepower and mobility in the Capital Filitory distriet.

1 The enemy is vulnerable to being misled by his own prop. -unda con-
cerning the stete of morale of sllied foreces ond ile-civilian po,uwlation.

8 Uhe enermy's continued use of known base arecs while oveidine con-
t.et with Iriendly forces, renders him susceptible to B-52 csirikes.
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(e) Relative srosability of adoption 't tuc .nd oi the tuarter.

1 The cuery will spoaably dnereare ollensive setivitr throv ot
the TI JYORCLV DACT with coneentr. . ad eflort eithor to threaten o
‘ttack toward the C. its1 iilitary District, the Lon: Ninh/Biem “ou
coxnlex, Pay Lin® City, snd the Tran sone/Cu Chi cev

2 The enorr is lilelr 1o reosition cub=lapicrsl Jorces arourc i

Corital Hilitary wiatriet in attack coenliyuratione

The S%h V¢ vivisior, the Tth liVi wivision znd the 9th VC wivicion
will probably be rulenloyed into positions to support or conduet nti:iclc
toward 3aigon, while the 1st KVi Division prepures combat positions in
the vicinity of Yo Jinh C:Ltv.

de Over:tions, <lons and Training.

(1) General.

(a} Juring the rerorting reriod, II 2.0:HC.V contirued rhose TI of
Campeimn Toon Thang, conducting operations throushout the III C72 to
locagte and destroy .encryr forces and to interdict infiltration rcutes
Intelligence received during the quuarter indicated the eneigy. had *)lmned
to concduct a J/inter-Spring (Offensive ogainst porulcted crees und criticcl
instsllotions during wvecerber. Hovever, rapid plenning;-and reacticn on
tee part of friendl; forces caused the planned offersive either to b
delayred or cmcolled. ‘'he ev.emy continued to gttempt to yrep.re for ais

olrfensive and to asveid decisive bottle. His most fregquent tectic uus to
conuuct n..r‘.asmt attacks by fire and light ground wnrobeg against Jricnaly
wiizs wnd installations. \'I‘he capnbility of II FACILV to bring ressure
uson the enemy wid 11:crn,ased with the redeploymeut of the Jwglr"
Jivision (airobiie) from I CPZ %o III CIZ in Foverber. Its ewrloynnt
in the northern tier of the (T2 reduced the operationul aress of the 1ot
arnc 25th Infantry wivisions, enabling both to increase their emphasic on
sunno*tm{; pacification within their respective areas. The 1st Cavolxy:
sivigion initisted onerations in the vieinity of the Fishhook, Jerge's
#oad, and Adam's load, along the Cembodian border. The division deployed
a brigade (=) to the Parrot's Beak/Angel's iiing arca to conduct inter-
diction operations, while the remainder of the division continuec overa-
tions along the northern tier. Operations in the angel's Jing end l.rrottls
Beak arcas ver2 cornducted in coordination with Naval Riverine rorces
(Giant Slingshot), operating along the Vam Co bong and Vem Co Tay Rivers.
rregarations were made and work initiated on the uprrading and restora-
tion of ground lines of comrmunication from Phuoe Vinh to Dong Xoai, Bunard
and uong Be. Uperstions consisted of cormbined efforts on the vpart of US
and uRVi! forces to.clear the.ares-elong-the rocd and replace bridres ond
culverts to restore military and civilien traffic. The 9th Infantry
Adewicio. cortinied offensive overations in the IIT 07! with one bri-ile,
and in the IV 0% with two brigudes. The Jivision conducted ow 11 g
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smyet Chién and Kudzu in the IV CTZ under the ounr -tional eox.f,ro]*wf
Senior-udvivor, IV Corps.: Off 1-Docember, -tlic divi sion, leng the Hd?
Arieadey was' placed -under tiic operationil cortiol o" Laidor Jdwdin. ',‘: :
1V-Coriss - THe 5d Bref-dé 8éntimmed osictatiry under 1T A4 GV G Ll
in thé -southivent ‘ortiofi 6£ 111 CT#e /The Copitsl.. 11.¢“4 aasditanee
Cormuind continued operations in and und the Co itel .4lit ey sissrict
with the 199th Infantry Bripade (separ.te)(Light) and the 3d:8vig:.de,

62d airborne under its operational’ controlji‘he-ﬁth arsored Cavilry
segiment, - less one sgiadron, ‘remainéd under the oper:tional control cf
the 18t 'Infantry Division./ ‘The 18t Australian Task force continiec
operations in the southerh:portion of III CTI, in Decerfjer and January
carrying out offensive 6péfations in the Hat Dich area? The :rqyal Thai
Army Volunteer Foree-condusted offensive and security cperations in the
region surrounding its base oemp at Bearcat./ it the close ¢T the Tesorte
ing period, II FFORCLV comba% Operations and auicl: resction to intelli-rce
continued to limit the ability of the eneny. to wame lirge=scczle offnrsive
actions. .

(b) Results of Operations in the III CTZ. -

1 significant results of United States and ree Jorld ‘.1,.11:\.::"
issistarce Jorces (U"/F‘mAF) .participation in Campaign Toan Theng, Phase
11, during i'overber, December and January were: 786 US/F. 1P killed
(753 US, 21 hustraliasns, 10 Thais, two Hew Zealanders), 4,297 wounded
(4,141 US, 77 iustralians, 71 Thais, nnd eight Yew sealaonders), 12 TS
missing, 6,272 enemr killed, 296 enery caoptured. In addition, enery
losses include 2,0%6 3mall:arms, 437 crew served wespons,. 1,296,513
rounds of s~a2ll arms amtmnition, 18,680 hish exrlosive rounds, 130
122mm rockets, 1 52'} mines, and 431,86 tons of rice were cajiured or
destroyed.

2 Cumulstive results of Campaign Toan ‘hang, shase 1I, inoclude
1,746 US/F.Z4F killed (1,676 US, 40 Australians, 27 @hais, and three
New Zealanders), 27 US missing, 15,846 enemy killed, 956 enery caviurec.
In addition, enemy losses ‘include 4,593 small arms, 1,056 crew served
weapond, 1,974,688 rounds 6f small =rms armrmnition, 31,088 high ex;losive
rounds, 256 122mm rockets, 4,076 mmes a.nd 1 199.67 tons of rice c:stured
or destroyed. - .

(2) Summary of Comba.t Operations.

(a) The 1st Ca.w:lry Division (Airmobile). As the reporting period
opened the division wes devloying to the northern portion of the III (g,
an operation which had commenced on 27 Uctober. Comb:ut elements of the
3d Brigade, upon ologing in the new area, vere placed under the opere-
tional control of the 1st “Infantry Division, while corbat elerents of
the 1st Brisade were plnoced under the operational control of the 25th
Infantyry Divisions. The division headguarters deployed to Phuoc Vinh
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and operationdl ccntrol of 3d Brigade woo pruwiiied {rom the 1at Inlw vy
Division to-tlie, 18t air Cavalry. Division on 7_ﬁqveub¢g 1968e ;0.9 -
KNoveober the division assumed operational control of the 1st, Briguue Joun
the 25th Infantry Division. Combat elements of the 2y Brigude closed-
and becawe operctional under divisjon control on 12 loverber,.-with the
© last.combzt essential esquinment of the divisioen closing in-IXI CTZ on
15 Novembers .ifron the outset of operutions in III CT4 tie divisior
conducted. extensive'reconnaigsance in force operations throughout T
Ninh, 'Binh lLong and:rhuoc:long Provinces to block enery infiltraticn
and movement of supplies.along Adan's Road, Serge's Jungle. Highway and
south from the Fishhook. Throughout- the period, the 1st Cavalry wivision
actively engeged-lorpe-enecmy elements, -inflieting heavy: eagpaltics. The
.division's first major action in the III CTZ occurred. on_ 13 Jovezber wher
- the enemy launched = determined two-battalion attack agaznst FSFB wot,
seven-kilometers northwest of Tong Le Chon. The base was occupied by
elezents of 5-7 Cavzlry and the 36th Ranger Battalion. (AIVL), in direct
support of the division. The attack began at 2351 hours wien ire b:oce

QS% was hit by heavy mortar fire. US and ARVN artillexry, tacticzl zair,
o Spooky and flareships supported the friendly units. At 0125 hours the
DU perimeter was breached at two points, but was restored by 0240 hours,

when the intensity of the attack decreased. At 025% hours the attack
resumed in full force with intensive ground and mort-r fire. . Sugporting
aircraft received heavy anti-aircraft fire. from.50-caliber machineguns
until 0515 hours. At first light, Scouts of the 24 Brigade, 1st covalry
Division, with 1-9 Cavalry, supported the action. At 0725 the enemy force
began to withdraw. Ten minutes later the Rangers began a sweep of the
area, receiving small arms fire. Airstrikes were called in, and at 0815
hours the base again cormenced receiving mortar and rocket fire which
continued throughout the day. Results of the action were nine iRVH
killed, 41 wounded and one missing; 287 enemy killed, including 77 by
air elements, 114 by artillery and 96 by ground fire (credited to the
ARVN Rangers), and three 60mm mortars, 12 RFG launchers, 53 :
eguns, and two ChiCom carbines captwed.
urs 16 ligyember, B/5/1-7 Cavalry, occupying a night defense position
seven kilometers northeast of Thien kgon, received a ground attack from
an estimated enemy company. The friendly units returned fire with
organic weapons as aerial rocket artillery and sirstrikes supported.
Contact was lost at 0800, and at 082% hours a sweep was initisted. The
units immediately began to receive fire from snipers hidden in trees.
At 1315 hours the enemy attacked with small arms, autom:tic weapons and
RPG fire, and fighting continued until contact was again lost =zt 1530
hours. Results of the day's action were 11 US wounded, 37 enemy killed,
\Nu_ang 11 AK-47 rifles, two _machineguns and nine RP
25 kovegher, elements of 1-7 Cavalry engaged in two s;zeable contacts.
The first cormenced at 0620 hours five kilometers west of Thier lgon,
when the compary engaged elements of the 273d VC Regiment. The fighting,
which continued for four hours, resulted in 52 enemy killed and seven
captured, and five U5 killed and 13 wounded. In addition, 12 R.G
launchers, 45 RPG rounds, 20 AK-47 rifles, 19 mort.r rounds and five
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machinegunsgowere. captured. ~ &t 1705. hours approxirately one kilometer
to the-fouthwess, A/1-7 Cavalry received fire from.an cnermy force. In
the: fed&llting netion,. 12. U5 were wounded end 40 enaryy were killec. (n.
“Novembers weven kilomcters north.of loc.finh, _:B/2-12 Govalry, wnd
C}1“&1-‘I'~'Armred‘€avixlry,‘ engared-an estimnted enemy company, -killing 57
enemy and'tapturing five crew served werpons, four Ei'G launchers, w:.:
13 individual weansons. Jriendly losses were 20 wounded. At 0904 nours
Noverb kilometers northenortheast of Loc link, C/z-2 In.,.;.‘,rdz
ilnchanized) and 2d Battalion, 9th Regiment (aRVI), under the operc-
tional control of the 3d Brigade, engaged an enemy force of undeter-
mined size, exchanging amall arms and.automatic weapons fire. A4ir-
borne rocket and ground based artillery supported until contact was
lost at 1046 houra. At 1313 hours, contact was reestablished about .
one kilometer to the northwest when C/2-2 Infantry and 2-9 Infant*y
began receiving fire. Artillery, air strilies, anc serial rocket =rtil-
lery resumed suppart until contact was asg~in lost at 1630 hours. Results
of the ‘aation were 70 enery killed, and two RPG launchers, 25 sm:ll =r.z,
one 12,7mm m:chinegun and two 60mm mortars cantured; friendly leocnes
were 14 wounded. At 1110 hours 29 November, six kilometers nort: of
Loc Ninh,AC/Z-Q Cavalry ‘engaged an estimatced enery battalion in bunkers.
The enem' was supported by EPG and mortars.while the friendly force
called in-artillery, light fire teams and zir strikes. The action.
cortinued until.1530 hours. when the enemy withdrew to the west and
contact was lost. Results were seven-UsS killed and 15 wounded, 78
enexy killed, and 10 individual weapons, one crew se.ved wezvon .and
four RrG launchers captured. (n 3 Degechar, 17 kilometers northc.st
of Hon wuan, -i/2<7 Cavalry conducted a combat assault into a lancirg-
zone which appeared to be free of enemy activity. :auddenly, ‘the cozpany
came under heavy attack from irPG, 82mm mortars, 50-caliber machine. uns,
automatic weapons, small arms, and-command-detonated - claymore mines. !
Airgtrikes, airborne rocket artillery and ground art:.llery support -
engbled-the company to repulse a number of ground attacks by the esti-
mated battaliorrsized force. i/2-7 Cavalry air asspulted into the

landing zone: to' reinforce Company D.. The contact. bmke after more <han
‘five hours of fierce fighting. Known enemy. losses were one killed :nd

one PPG launcher and five RPG rounds captured, while friendly los:es
were 24 killed e missing and 52 wounded/ Beginning.at 0245 hcurs.

4 Degarber, A 2~8 Cavalry night defensive position 17 kilofeters

east of Katum e under attack from 75 to 100 rounds of 82mm mortcr
and ‘heavy emall arms and automatic weapons fire. The two companies
returned fire with organic.weapons, supported by acrizl rocket artil-
lery, in fighting that continued until nightfall, and killed .40 and
captured one enery while losing three killed and 19 wounded. Twenty
small arms, two RI'G-2 launchers, and one light machincpun also were
captured.: That same day a sizeable cache was located in a bunker 14

kilometers northwest of Song Be by B/1-12 Cavalry. It contained 600

mortar rounds and 100 75mm recoilless rifle rounds./ On 7 December,
during a reconnaissance in force mission nine kilometei's northe.ast of
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Dong’ Xoais ‘Af2-5 Cavalry uncovered a cuche-containing 50 bicyclesy - -
8,000 pounids of rice, 876 B<40 rockets; 100:Brd1 roci...ts,.256. rounds . ;
of 57mm'récoilles. rifle =nd 60,92@urounds of smill urms ammunition...
W, six-kilometers: southwést of mh Qiny Af5-7 Cavidry- «
madetcontact:with an eatimted encmy eompny.: C/1-11 armored- C: 'mlry
rrovided fire support in the five=hour: Imttle. The enemy left benind

93 killed, and one c.ptured, two RPG-2 ahd:one B«A0 rncket launchers,

12 individual weapons, 53 B-40 rockets-and 34 60mm mort-r rounds.-
E'riendly casualties were 14 killed ‘and 17. wounded./ Operating 10 kilo-
meters no¥th of Trang Sup 14 Decambery. A/1-9 Cavalry engaged 30
enecy, killing 20 of them. /Z&n mid-December the division's operations -
were exterided into Hau Nghid Province, with :particular emphasis on
infiltration and supply ‘routes in the -Angel's iiing and .Parrat's Beak. .

At 1300 hours 18 -December, the 1-9 Air-Cavalry, while conducting
operations in northern Yhuoc’ Long Province, sighted an estimated 15
enemy in an open area near Bu Gia Map (YU3437). The enemy uttempted

to evade the aircraft, but were engaged. During this contact, air
cavalry elements observed an estimsted eénemy battalion, and attacked
with organic weapons and air strikes, killmg 41 eneny without incur-

* ring casualties. The same day, 25 kilometers southeast of Bunard
(XT474823), C/1-9 Cavalry located 15 enemy killed as the result.of a
previous air strike. MLD&E‘%EE’ :C/148 Cavalry located a large
weapona cache five kilometers northwest of -Hiep Hoa. It contained
80 82mm mortar rounds, 138 B-40 rounds, 37 bangalore tornedoes, 155
60mm mortar rounds, 29 clgymore mines and 195 grenades. (n 24 Jecgma
ber, the company found another large cache in the same area containing

grenades, 101 rounds of 60mm and 48 rounds. of 82mm mortar arrmni--
tion, and 86 B-40 rounds./ On 26 _Denember, 12 kilometers northvest of
Ap Yhu'loc, C/1-9 Caval angaged approximately 60 enemy, killing 41
without friendly losses. /On 23 -Decembar. 10 kilometers northwest of
An loc, B/2-2 (Mechanized), under the division's operational control.
made contact with an estimsted enemy company. The fignting lasted
three hours' and resulted in 52 enemy killed and two coptured: In
addition, five RPG launchers and 25 rocket grenades, three rifles and 15
grenades' were captured. Friendly losses wers two killed and 27 wounded. /
On 28 December, B/1-9 Cavalry, while conducting an merial reconnaissanc
in the rruoc Binh area, received heavy automatic fire. In the result-
ing contact S9-enexy were killed. While searching the area, adziticnal
small groups of enery were sighted ard additional 12 enemy-were
killed. There were no friendly lossesy fOn 31 Lecember B/2-12 Cavalry
located u large armmnition cache 10 ometers north of Hiep lfoa... It
contained 84 B-40 rockets, 45 122mm rockots, 162 rounds of 82rm and 5T1
roundg of 60mm mort r ammunition, and 90,150 rounds s.all arms awmni-
tio‘n’.Z'm 10 Jan s the division accounted for 53 enenmy killed in
scattered action.] at 1252 hours 11 Januury, 4/1-11 Cavalry enguged an
eneny force of unknown size nine kilometers south of rhuoc Vinh, killing

31 and capturing one enemy, while losing three killed and 20 wounded.

The division accounted for an additional 30 enemy killed in scattoered

actions, The following day, the division killed 50 enemy and captured
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one prisoncr, ! smull arms, 10 crew aserved weapons anu 41 high .xplo-
sive 'roi;nda. ~On 19 -Jonuary, 20 -Kilometers enat-south:nst of rhyoe

" Vinhy' the 2=-505 Infantry (airborne)s under the operational control of
~the 3d Brigade, locnted 30 enemy killed from uir strikes. In other .
operations that day division forces-killed another 14 enemy ond capturcd
~tliree prisoners, 13 small arms, 8ix crew served wea,ons, [ive tons of
rice; 325 high explosive rounds,. 30:122mm and six 107~xm rockets, znd
134,728 rounds of srull arms amrmnition. Un 21 Janu-ry, the 5-7 Cavilry
conducted operations in the area.eight kilometers southwest of the iishe
hook (XT5483). Between 1110 and 1624 hours, contacts with scattered
enemy forces resulted in six enemy killed and the capture of four AX-47
rifles and one 60mm mortar. In the same area the unit also located
caches containing 331 62mm mortar rounds, 312 60mm mortar rounds, 44
107Tmn rockets, 40 RPG-2 rounds, 15 RPG=7 rounds, 75 recoilless rifle
rounds, 246 grenades, 147,020 rounds of small arms ammmnition, 1.1 tons
of TNT, .33 tons of C4 explosives, 24 mines and 11,760 time fuzes. On
31 January, elements of the 1-9 Air Cavalry operating 23 kilometers
southeast of Phuoc Vinh, engaged an enemy force, killing 34, without
suffering friendly losses. Also on that date the division killed an
additional 14 enemy, and captured or destroyed 51.2 tons of rice,

63,150 rounds of small arms ammunition, 762 high explosive rounds,

and 178 grenades. - o ) ‘ ‘

(v) 1st Infantry Division. Operations during the quarter were
characterized by two distinct batile areas and types of combat. kajor
enemy units were fought and defeated in areas remote from major popula-

" tion centers, while areas near population centers were the scenes of
numerous guerrille and local force platoon-sized contacts. Comhined
operations with the Sth ARVN Division, Regional and Popular Forces and
the National Polioe proved valuable:. in enhancing the detection of -the
eneny, locating caches and acquiring intelligence. Combined operations
generally proved more successful than operations using US or ikVL forces
alone. The assignment of Kit Carson Socouts to battalions and lNational
Folice Field Forces to brigades has improved the intelligence ac;uisition
and rapid reaction capsbility of units in the field./[Zs the reporting
period opened on 1 November, beginning at 0333 hours, FSFB Rita (XT500805)
received heavy RPG, small arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fire from
an estimated 800 enemy. The attack ended at 0700 hours and resulted in

12 US killed, 54 wounded, 27 énemy killed, and 42 RPG rounds, 17 grenades,
and 57 satchel charges captured} {A—t' 1135 hours 11 November, B/1-11
Cavalry engaged an unknown number of enemy. seven kilometers. west-south-
weat of An loc. The contact, supported by artillery and airstrikes and
reinforced by B/1-4 Cavalry, continued until 1540 hours. Results were
one US killed, 38 enemy killed and six RPG launchers, 11 RPG rounds and
one AK«47 rifle captured {&1 13. Novenber, in a sharp 20-minute contact
eight kilometers west of Tong Le Chon, Aero Scouts of the 1st Infantry
Division engaged 4050 enemy, killing 38 without taking casualties, {On
16 Novermber, while searching a base camp 16 kilometers east of Chon Thanh,
4/2-28 Infantry located 900 82mm mortar rounds, 160 claymore mines, 200
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bangalore torpedoes, 96U yrenades and 750 ong-quartcr pound blocks of
—~ NIy YAt 0300 hours 1 lecembery FFB Junctiop City (4T620328),.occupicd
b\*%leme'iﬂ@ of 2=-28 Infav‘ry was: attongled; b‘,, an estijted eneny, batty.l-
ione 5fHe ‘detion Ladted Lor two hours apd wesuled in one US killes ;o
© 36 ‘wouhdWd, ‘44 enemy killed, .two prisoners.and 21 small .arms and .11 crew
sofved ‘Weapons -captured.  ‘The division was -credited th: nt day .with killire
~ o total 6£°79 enery) (During the remainder of the regporting perlod,
lelﬂlOﬂ\COhtdbtq wére generally light -and souttercd. 4s the seriod
closed the division continued operations designed to locate a.nd destroy
enemy*forcés dnd to interdict his movements and logistical operations
toward the -Capital Military District and the .Long Bien/Binh Hoa military
comple&? . : _
(e) “l‘hé 25th Infantry Dlvision._ A@ the yparlod 0pened, 25th ‘Infantry
“‘Division: fofces were deployed with the(’lstfbngade to- the east of Lui Ba
Den, northeast of Tei Ninh; ther 2d . Brigade, west..and. sma.th...o.ﬁ..m_ﬂhl,
and the (3d_Prigade t6.the.west.and south M}.J;g,ng - Throughout the
veriod the division aggressively sought oui-ghemy forces opersting in
its areas ani- corducted operations to interdict enemy movements of person-
nel and supPlies toward oritical install=tions :and population centers.
Despite-énemy etteripts to avoid decisive. comb2t during the period, tre
division develoxed a number of major contacts and locatad several.size-
le caches i x/‘ At 1335 hours 13 llovember seven kiloreters
southwest of An Loc, A/2 12. ffantry contzcted an -enemy force of unkrowr
size, receiving small arms and RFG fire. The bzttalion: returned Iire
"with organic weawons and called in artillery.-anc eirstri..es. ,-Contact
was Yost‘at 1805 hcurs. Hesults were 31.enemy-killed and cvne captured,
and two -US killed and five wounded. :-On 22 Novezbgr seven kilometers
‘southedst of -Dau Tieng, elements of .the. 1-27:Infantry locuted a c.che
coéntaining ‘31 -RPG rounds,.6,600 small .arms rounds, 31 individual -reapons,
‘and T4 rifle grenades. .On 20 r, the -3d Brigade commenced a necw
o'.;eratlon,‘”Casmo Sabre, ~a§=p_‘5,‘§%%ampalm ~Tean Thang in the Trapezoic
area,? This opératiéns résulted 1n®nenw“killed .end six.captured.
Among the: items captured included one Chifom;radio, one comerclal
_‘recezver-transmtter, 6.2 tons of ‘rice;y 650,pounds of salt, 110,000
: <p1asters, -19,080 rounds of small arms smmynition, 43 RPFG rounds and 76
weapons.: -On-28 Novembery 4/2-27 Infantry, conducting operstiocns.12..
" kilometers southwest of Go:Daw Ha received a heavy ground attacke The
'ebhpany,rsunpbrted by artillery and:1ight fire.teams, killed-36 enex:w
and captured one’ prisoner and- 15 weapons, while suffering light casuslties.
On’ 24 Novetyer, a light fire team from.the 173d Assault,Helicopter
“Compa.ny reteived automatic weapons fire from an enemy pos:LtJ.ox- zdjacent
t0' the Cembodian border west of Thien:¥gon (WI975625). The team returned
- firey killing 54 enemy: + On 27 November, near the Renegade ‘loods (XT230220)
' C/D/3-22 Infaniry reinforced five Regional Force companies, killing 25
eneny. Frieridly losses were one killed -.and 14 wounded.. K At. 0130 hours
11 Kilometers southiest of Go Dau: Ha, an A/2=27 .Infantry night defensive
position deeived a' ground attack, supported by 60mm mortars, from an
enehy forcetof unknown size. The company - returned fire with organic
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weaons and cnlled- in artillery, light fire ieams and flureship support,
killing 36 cnemy and capturing one, wnilec locing toren U3 killed und cix
woundede In uddition, the unit captured ninc .G laurchers, 11 zunll
uras, three light .auchineguns, and 22 R¥G-7 rounds. Light kilonoterss
-southwest of Trang Bung a Firefly team supporting itepriunal rore: eleronts
engaged an enemy force killing at least 30 enemy. Un 6 egorbar. <wo <ilo-
meters southeast of Trung Lap, B/1-5 Infantry found a cache cont-ining
140 RPG rounds, 127 mortar rounds, 13 anti~tank mines, 150 pounds of
plastic explosives, 492 82mm mortar fuzes, and 64 ChiCom grenades .and
8,500 small arms rounds. On 15 Degember in the liobo Woods (XT555203;,
elements of 1-5 Infantry (Mechenized) and 2-14 Infantry, made contact
with a large enery forces Thirty enemy were killed in the resulting
action. There were no friendly losses. At 1105 hours Dacenber, a
25th Infantry Division convoy moving between Cu Chi. and%aa
attacked at the western edge of the Ben Cui Plantation by an estimated
eneryy battalion excloying small arms, RFG and automatic weapons. The
ensuing contact, which was supported by elements .of 2-22 Infantry, B/3-4
Cavalry and Cf1~;7 Infantry, resulted in five US killed and 11 wcunded,
75 enemyy killed and 66 high explosive rounds, 81 grenades, eight sizll
arms; one roc et launcher and five gas masks captured. One US truck
was destroyed and five demaged in the action. On 20 Decermber,’ 3/1-5
Infantry (Ihc anized), elements of ‘the 4-49 ARVN Fegiment and one
Regional norce/?onular Force co from Trung Lap conducted a cosbined
sweep near Av iay wang (XT660180), and engared a force estimated ct two
enery companies. A/3-4 Cavalry and B/D/2-12 Infantry reinforced tre
contact, which resulted in 30 enemy killed znd four ki'G rocket launchers

and 15 4K~47 rifles eithericaptured or destroyed. On {2 Degember, at
0010 hours- #S1B :ole City" (XT249309), manned by elements 61 the 4#-9

Infantry, received a’heavy attack by a force estinmated zt two baticlions.
The initial ground attack was preceded by a preparation which included
fire from 51-caliber machineguns and 82mm mortars. :lements of 4-9
Infantry returned fire with small arms, autom:tic weapons and mortars,
supported by air strikes, AC47 (Spooky), artillery, and light fire teaus.
Contact was lost at 0630 hours. A sweep of the battlefield revezled. 108
enemy killed. In addition, 34 rifles, nine light machineguns, two RrG-7
launchers, two ChiCom radios, and three pistols were captured. U3 losses
were 17 killed and 34 wounded. On 13 January, elemenis of 1-5 Infartry
(llechanized), conducting security and reconnaissance in force operations
on the west edge of Michelin Flantation, uncovered c:ches containing 15.7
tons of rice. On 14 Jan s elements of the 3d Brigade engaged in two
sizeable contacts.'g“%ﬂﬁggﬁyhours geven kilometers southeast of Tay EKinh,
2-22 Infantry (Mechonized)(-) contacted an enemy force of undetermined
asize, killing 23 enemy while logsing one U3 killed and two wounded.
Contact was lost for a short period but regained at 1045 hours. Results
of this engagement were 99 enemy killed.and four US killed and five
wounded. Air strikes in support of the brigade killed another 36 enecy.
(n 17 January, the 3-4 Cavalry conducted reconnaissance in force operctions
in the area 10 kilometers south of Michelin Plantation. At 0905 hours,
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- the unit. contncted an onary force of undeterminnd size, killing 46. One

Uy was killed iind 17 wore wounded in the.action. During the reruinder
o the perimi, the. divinionts oontacts were lipht und s.oradic.

(d) :‘I?he 9th Infantry Division.

_1_ Juri.nf; .t m.reporting period the 9th Infaniry lLivision oonductud
operations in Long an Provinoe of the III (1< under the oparutiovnul
contral of Il FFULCSV and in the IV .CTZ.under the operational control
of Senioxr.Advisor, IV Corps. Division elements operating im IIl CT2
participated in CGampaign Toan Thang, while the remainder of the diviaion
oondnctod Opo.utions Quyet Chien and Kudszu. - Qo 1 Deceumber, the diviaion,

thes ade and mpportin: mmu. .Was. relasssd f{rop.the .opsra-
‘ prmand ~ y £ FFOROEV, and placed under the
Operational control o.f.‘ Smior‘ kdviaor, IV Corps..  Operations oonducted
in the IV CTZ after 30 November are discussed in the Operational Bteport
of the 9th Infantry Division.

2 Campaign Toan Thange The 1st Briggde oontinued Toan Thang in
long An nce with four battalions, 2«39 Infantry, 3-39 Infantry,
2<80 Infantry and 2-47 Infantry, and 4/3=17 Air Cavelry conduoted
operations in support of the brigade. From 31 October to 3 Noverber,
elements of the 3=-39th Infantry, gunships and scout ships of 4/3=17
Cavalry, and elements of 2«4 Artillery oconducted llight !llunter operctions
nesr Can Giunoc, Reacting to radar sightings and enpuging targets under
illumination, meneuver elements of the 3=39 Infaentry and 3-17 Air Cavelry
accounted for 47 enemy killed and 11 sampans destroyed.//On 13 Noverber,
the 3d Brizede raeplaced the.1at Brigads.in 9th.Division participation
in Campaign Toan Thang, employing the 2-47 Infantry (Meehanizedg 2-60
Infontry and 5-60 Infantry. Sporadio contact ocontinued throughout the
remainder of Noverber with the following results: 226 enemy killed end
37 oaptured. Contacts on. 6 and 7 December by elements of the 3d 3ripgade
with smell groups of enemy resulted in 59 enemy killed at & cost of one
US killeds// On 13 December, the Viet Cong laurched & tiree~hour attack
by fire st the base camp of the 2-60 Infantry at Tan Tru (XS669631).
Results of the ensuing battle were 33 enemy killed and two US killed
and 45 wounded. (n 24 Lecenber, while oconducting operations.eix kilo-
tieters: southvest of Can Giudo, i4/2-60 Infantry found the graves of 32
enemy killed by artillery. On 4 January, 4/3=17 air Cavalry, operating
in the area 15 kilometers northwest of Tan An, ocaptured 391 high explo-
sive roundsy 43,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, 12 booby traps and
12 mines. In scettered sotions on 26 January, the brigade killed 52
enemy, received one rallier and captured one. prieoner, 12 amall arns,
8ix erew surved weapons, seven high explosive rounds and 16 grenados.
Friendly casunltiea were seven US wounded. On 28 Japuary, 5-60 Infantry
conducted en airmobile assault into the area 21 kilometers northwest of
Ten in and oaptured 424 rounds of high explosive ammunition, 37,000
smell arms rounds and 38 srenades. Contacta continued light during the
remainder of the reporting period.

32




AR A

A s

Reproduced at the Natonat Archives

AVFBC~Ru-H
SUBJLCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field force Vietnam for
to © Period inding 31 January 1969, RCs Col'UE = (K1) (W=DHO=TU-a)(T)

3 Operation .ot Chien. The 2d and %d Brigad.s continued oper:-
tion Quyet Chien in binh Tuong and Kien Iloa brovinces of the IV CT4.
S.skrovgsnigzations conusisted of the 2d Bripade, with the 2-47 Infant:y
43260 Infantry, wid the 3d Brigade; with 4=39 Infiniry, 5-60 Inf.:
anditthe 6-31 Infantry. Un 1% lovember the 1at trigole replaced
Arizide in Dinh Tuong Province. During the nipht of 14 love: b&r, [T
iy rhuoe Tay, 27 enemy were killed while moving by samiuns alony or i
in the area. On 25 dovember, A/C/D/6-31 Infantry, suprorted by /717
Air Cavalry made contact with an estimated enemy company west of Cii
Lay (X5120490). Airstrikes and supporting artillery were directed into
the arsa. Results of the operation were 51 enemy killed and 10 priscrncrz,
six small arms and one crew served wespon captured. ‘Thirty motorized
sampans and. 70 structures were destroyed. Om 30 Noverber, 4/3-17 iir

-Cavalry, . supporting. 2«39 Infantry in an airmobile ogperation, made contect

with an estimated enemy company north of Gai Be (X5190450). The action
resulted in 86 enery killed, seven prisoners and 33 wesz.ons casiurcd.
Curivlative results of Operation Quyet Chien as of 30 ilovezber were S.
Us killed, 721 Us wounded, 10 US nmissing, 1,571 enermy killed and 19
captured, 18 ralliers, 1,005 dectainees, and 304 smsll arms, 101 clew

served weapons, 18.32 tons of rice, 115,126 small arms rounds, 801 ni.-:
explosive rounds, 3,632 grenades, and 165 minec capturcd or destroyed.

4 * Operation Kudzu. At the beginning of the reporting perioa ihe
4=47 Infantry was conducting Operation Kudzu with the miscion ol securing
the 9th Infentry vivision base canp at Dong Teme. Il0 major coniacis were
Geveloped during loverber. Cumulative results of C(perstion Iudzu as of
30 Hovember were two US killed and 15 wounded, 11 erery killed, three
detcinees apprehended and one grenade captured.

(e) Capital Militury Assistance Command (CiMAC). Iuring the reportin;
period, ClaC continued offensive operations in Gia Jinh rovince and aije-
cent sreas to counter the enemy ground and rocket sitgeiis ageinst Saigqon.
Operations focused on denying.the enemv ihe resouzges and st ging srecs
needed to conduct offensive overations by locating enermy caches’ and inter-
dicting routes of infiliration. Contacts during the aerlod were sporydic,
and 1imited to actions against small groupg. of enery. rrobine and thﬂ,nse
of mine deteotors proved successful in locating cache sites. Baoby traps
continued to be encountered, however the use of a rﬂd guits reduced the
nutber of casualties incurred from tihese devxces;? ;40 began the report-
ing period with a task organization consisting of 'the 199th lLight Infantry
Brigede (separate)(Light), 2-3 Infantry, 3-7 Infa-try, 4-12 Infantry and N
the 5-12 Infantry; the 3d Brigade, 82d airborne, with the 1- 505 Infantry
(airborne ), 2505 Infantry (airborne) and the 1-508 Infantry Lnlxborne),
the. 5=17th -air Cavalr; (less Headquarters Troop), and B, 7-1 4ir Cavalry.
(n 9 lovember, the 4-12 Infantry was released by ClaC to becore direct
sugzort to the 1st Australian Task Force, and on 19 Decerber the unit
went under the opereticnal control of Binh Yoa Tacticzl Area Commaend. Th
3-17 air Cavalry, less twc hunter-killer teans of 4/3-17th air Lavulrg,
7.5 relensed on 6 December.AVbn 1 Noversber in the vicinity ap Tay villo-e,
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11 kilometers west of Jaigon, C/1-505 Infantry Lound $vo caches contein=-
irg one 60mm mortar, 37 122mm rockets, 10 B=-40 roc:octs and four B4l
rockets, In res:onse to un intullizence report on 10 lovember, L/1-505
found a cache two kilowweters northwest of Tun hoi Lhut. It containeu
384 pounds of TLi, 96 pounds of C-3, 60 pounds of wun uninown type of
explosive, 2,250 rounds of Ak rifle ammunition, five B-40 rockets wnd
one B-41 rocket. Wn_2 December, with the assistance of a prisoner, B/¢=3
Infantry located a ocache two kilometers southwest of an Buu, and D/2-3
Infantry located a cache in the vicinity of Tan Fhut. The cmches containec
131 B4O rocket charpes,. five AK=-47 rifles, and 3,000 rounds of ammumitior.
On 5 Decembar, two kilometers east of Vinh Loc, B/1-505 Infantry found
a cache containing 15 107mm rockets. .(n 15 December,. a Navy. patrol boat
found two, 122mm rookets and one rocket. motor. adjacent to the Vam Co iong
River, aix kilometers northwest of Ben.Luc.. A search of. the. area the
following day by A/3-7 Infantry resulted in finding 11 AK-47 rifles, 24
AX-47 marazines and a 55-gallon drum of gosoline. On 19 Degepber five
kilometers northeast of 'oc Mon, A/2-505 Infantry found a cache concist-
ing of 64 B-40 rochets, 48 B-41 rockets, 59 82mm mortar rounds, 10 6lmn
morter rounds and 150 B-51 charges. On 21 Decesber, a corbined cordon
and seerch operation in the vicinity of Tan Buu with thres coﬂpa“‘es of
2-3 Infantry end the 648th Regional Fforce Company resulted in finzing 13
AR=-47 rifles, 41 B=41 rockets,. 42 B=41 char”es, 11. 120nn. martar. rounds,
six 82rm mortar rounds, seven-minas, 32 ChiCom grenades,.and.a bipod for
on 82rm mortar. On 23 Degcember, six caches were found by elements of the
199th Infantry Brigade. Three were located five kilcmeters .northuwest of
Ben Luc and three in the vicinity .0f Tan Buu village. They. contained a
total of 29 341 rockets, 174 B40O rockets, 252 60mm mortar rounds, four
AK=-4T7 rifles, 12 75mm recoilless rifle rounds, 221 B40 boosters, 35
pounds of THT, and 165 gallons of diesel fuel. The_fallowing day, ~/2-3
Infantry found three additional ocache sites near Tan Buu. They contained
234 ChiCom grenades, 44 B40 rounds with charges, 116 rifle grencdcs,
6,000 rounds. of 4X rifle ammunition, three 75mm rcocoilless rifle rouncs,
one 55-gallon drum of gasoline, 150 blasting caps and 50 pounds of TLT.
C/2-3 Infantry continued to search in the vicinity of Tan Buu villa:re on
26 December, locating three cache sites containing six 122mm rockets, two
122mm roocket motors, 100 pounds of TNT, 3,000 rounds of AK rifle arymnition
and 24 82mm mortar charges. On 27 De four kilometers southwest of
Tan Buu along the Rach Tri Canel, D/3-7 Infantry .found a cache of 42-82mm
morter rounds with 300 charges. On.30-Deeewbew, A/D/3-3 Infantry, search~
ing north of Tan Buu, found three caches which held 43 B41 rockets, eight
B40 rocizets, 54 82mm mortar rounds with charges and fuzes, five 105mm
rounds, and 450 rounds of 30-caliber ammunition. On.2Q Januams, 5-12
Infantry, while conducting reconnaissarce in force operations in the
Pineapple six kilometers northwest of Ben Luc, located a cache containing
a total of 85 small arms and five roclets. On 28.January, the 412
Infantry conducted reconnaicsance in force and patrol operations in the
area eight kilometers northeast of Ben Luc. The unit located a cache
containing 18 tons of rice. At the close of the reporting period, C.iaC
continued day and night operations to locate and destroy the enery, inter-
dict his movements and capture his stocks of materiel.
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(f£) Royal Thai army Volunteer Force (KTAVF). Iurins the reporting
period there were no c'unres in the RTLVE organization. ‘33:19E§~995“::te“
of sgeurity'gperations near Bearcut, long Thanh, Binh Jon, and along izh-
W, and reconnaissanee in foree operations throtishout its ascirned

actical area of respongibility. RTAVF contactc during the period were
generally light and scattered, with no major actions re.orted. wn 15
November, nine kilometers moutheast of Binh Son, a mort.r attach reculted

in two Thais killed and 13 wounded. On 28 November, five kilometers north-
east of Binh Son, a mortar attack resulted in nine Thais wounded. On 14
December, three kilometers north of Binh Son, elements of the 2a Battalion
engaged an enenmy force. The contact resulted in five enemy killed and
three weapons captured. There were no friendly casualties. On 22 December
a mortar attack on Fire Support Patrol Base Tek resulted in 10 Thais wounded.

(g) 1st Australian Task Force. The task force continued pzrticiza-
tion in Campaign Toan Thang throughout the period, with operations decirm:ud
to destroy enexy elements, base areas ard supply caches in thuoe Tuy -ro-
vince. On 9 Rovember, the 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry was placcd under
the ‘operational control of the tausk force end began oserations in the
southwestern portion of Base Area 300. Contacts were light in this area,
but pumerous caches wgye located. The most significant items located were
130 small arms, 13 crew served weapons and 2,465 grenades. On 20 Loverber
the 3d RAR returned to Australia and was replaced by the 9th RaR., In
early December the task force, reinforced by the 4th Battalion, 12th Infzn-
try and K/L/11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, and two battalions of the 2d
ARV Airborne Reginment, began extensive operations in the Hat Dich arez.
Light scattered contacts in this area resulted in 123 enemy killed.
Friendly casualties were light. On.3_December, the 1st ATF commenced
Operation Goodwood in the Hat Dich area with the mission of locating and
destroying the 274th VC Regiment. During the remainder of the pericd,
the force killed 220 enemy, most of them as the result of Operation Good-
wood, while sufferlng light casualties. In addition, the force captured
28 crew served and 160 individual weapons, and 10.2 tons of rice.

(h) Bien Hoa Tactical Area Command (Provisional)(BETAC)s On 1 liovem-
ber 1968 the command was organized with an suthorized strength of 12 5ITtcers
and 2T erilisted men. The mission of BHTAC is to coordinate..US arnd XViiF
forces in the defense.of the-Long-Bink/Bien.lioa complex against ground,
rockef and mortar attack; to coordinate operations of the Royal Thai arcy
VYolunteer Force which affect the defense of the long Binh/Blen lloa conplex;
to exercise control over United States and Free World lilitary Assistance
force fire support within the BHTAC area of operations and to operate the
Bien Hoa Artillery ‘/arning Control Center./ On 5 November the BHTAC Fire
Support Coordination Element (FSCE) and the Artillery .arning Control
Center (AJCC) became fully operational. The FSCE has the responsidility
of coordinating all artillery fires in the Long Binh/Bien Hoa complex;
coordinating the efforts of the Flash Base Center and the 10 flash base
towers around the long Binh/Bien Hoa complex that assist in the detection
of mortar and rocket firing sites. The Artillery .Jarning Control Center
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is responsible for broadensting all artillery data to aircraft entering
the: Long anh/ulgn lioa, conglnk. /Lm 11 liovamber, 3IaC, workins w.th. the
Long Dinh/Bien iloa wpecial “one, . became: fully.operaiioid .nd brgs. ;inn-
ning and coordinating in un effort: to impiove. the detenae -of -tne Long:
Binh/Bien Hoa conple:ie At 2225 hours, 5 upccmber, the BIMLC billeting
cren (AT15145) recoived an estimated 25 to 30 rounds of 82um morter i c,
w.dch resulted in one Us killed and two US wounded. Yoo comuand :.osh
cont:ol~of the following.units on the dates indicated:s. 4-12 Infartry anc
£/35-11 Cavalry, 18 Dagember, and A/3-17 Air Cavalry and 4/D/1=508 Infari-
(111borne), 21 December. These glemants were used gn.zz,mzégand_zs.uece”-
ber when BHTAC conducted operation Holly '68, a security mission for Lon:
Binh Post. On 23 .December an-ambush patrol of A/1-508 Infantry engaced
two samyans moving west on a river eight kilometers south of Long Binh
Post (v1c1n1ty of XS040970). 4 Firefly team was deployed to tl.c -re. 0
asgist. The two sampans were located by the Firefly tean and wero co musiu
by the ground elercnt. The Firefly then procceded to sweep -ihe urew,
resulting in 192 eneny killed and three sampons, five BFG launclers uith
three rounds, one mortar, three AK-47 rifles with ansunition, ruckca

with rice, 80 grenzdes, eating utensils, one claymore with wire, und tires
entrenching tools captured or destroyeds. On 25 December, G/t-11 Cavelx:
replaced L/3—11 Cavalryy and a/3-1? air Cavalry was relecsed to iis zaren®
unit. On 28 Decerber Tasl: Force Walter was established and conducted
orerations with 0/4—12 Infantry and 4th Comnany, 51st Ranger Battzlion
(ARVE) until 30 Decerier. On 7 January, 2-3 Infantry was olacec, nder
the operationzl control of BHTAC, and 4/D/1-508 Infantry irere .replzced by
3/C/1-508 Infentry. The following day B/C/1=508 Infantry were rotumed
to the 3d Brigade, 82d iirborne division. On 11 January, C/1-11 wav”‘“"
was returned to its parent unit, and on 25 January the 2-3 Infan'ry ua
relegsed to the 25th Infantry Divigion. . During the remainder of the
reporting period no forces were under the operational control of Bif.C.

(3) Air Operations. ' T T

(a) B- 52 Cperctions, B-5H2 operatlons»are discussed in Para: roph
1¢ (7). (a).. Inclosure 6 indicates the number and distribution of Arc
nght strikes in III CT2. -

(v) Army Aviation Operations.

1 Resources.

& The follow1ng non-divisional resources were under the control of
II FFGPCEV &urlng the reporting periods

Rot H s
*14 assault Helicopter Companies
1 Armed Helicopter Company
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*4 assault®bupport llelicopter Componies: (ted)
1 Assnult Swinort lelico ter Company (ileavy)

* 1 aviation Company (CORPS)

*1 Ai¥ Cavalry sSquadron

Fixed i/ing:
2 Reconnaissance Airplane Companies
1 Utility Airplane Compan&
1 Surveillance airplane Company

*1 Air Cavalry Troop, 4 aAsssult Heliconter Companies and 1 assauls
Support lielicopter Company were placed OLCCHL to IV Corps on 1 vecerber
1968,

b At the close o the reporting period, there were 453 heliconters
and 124 airplanes assigneds These do not include 214th Corbat Aviztion
Battalion aircraft uner the operational control of IV Corps. Operational
guidance was provided by the Commanding General and implemented by the G2
in surveillance and reconnaissance functions, and by G3 in zir cavalry,
combat assault, airmobile, and general support functions. Commznd, less
operational control, continued to be exercised by the 12th Combat .viaticn
Group.

¢ Allocztion. Aviation resources continued to be alloczted to major
units by Commanding General, II FFORCJV or.as directed by higher head-
nuarters. Support was provided all US and Allied organizations under the
operational control of II FFCRCEV and III Corps.

2 Lmployment. The number of assault helicopter companies (all)
continued to bne insufficient to satisfy valid requirerents. The policy
of allowing each .iEC to stand down two days each month has improved cvoili-
bility and quality of maintenance. In addition, the operationzl limitction
of six hours of flying time a day for each committed aircraft has resulted
in a more efficient utilization of aviation support to II FFORCV and III
Corps by requirins more thorough planning of tactical operationss. The use
of rreparctory fires and smoke on landing zones prior to insertior h:s
reduced the loss of personnel and aircraft to enemy fire.

Helibucket. The 12th Combat Aviation Group is oresently evalucting
the use of helibuckets to assist in fire control in contested orezss =«

CH 47 employing two (2) 375 gallon water buckets is being employed on &
stardby stitus.

4 Stetistical summaries of close air support and Army aviation
support are ot Inclosures 4 and 5, respectively.
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(4) The following changes occurred in force structures
(a) Gairs.
1 The 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) closed in III (TZ between

26 Uctober und 12 i.ovenrber. The maneuver elements of the division became
opersztional as follows:

& 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry 30 Oct

b 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry 31 Oct

¢ 24 Bazttalion, 12th Cavalry. .. .1 Nov .
d 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry 5 Nov -
e 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry 6 Nov

f 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry 7 Nov

£ 5th Battalion, 7th Cavelry 11 Nov

h 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry 12 Nov

i 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry 13 Nov

4 18t Squadron, 9th Cavalry 5 Nov

2 The Company D (Long Range Patrol), 151st Infantry advance party

arrived in Vietnam 21 December 1968. The main body closed on 30 December
1968.

(b) Losses.

1 The 9th Infartry Division (less the 3d Brigade) was released from
the operational control of II Field Force Vietnam on 1 December and placed
under the operetional control of Senior Advisor, IV CT2.

2 Company F (LRP), 51st Infantry was inactivated on 26 December 1968
by USARPAC General Order 888, 23 December 1968. On 27 December, the unit
was organized as the II FFORCEV Long Range Patrol Company (Provisional)
by II FFORCuV General Order 59, dated 10 January 1969. The company will
be deactivated on 15 February. (See paragraph 1d (7).)

(5) Training.

(a) Four ARVN battalions completed Infantry/Ranger Battalion Refresher
Training during the period 1 November - 31 January. Two additional batta-
lions were in training at the end of January. The training is progressing
on schedule and is being well received by the ARVN battalions.

(b) The 1st Infantry Division has reinitisted a refresher training
program for engineer units of the 5th ARVN Division.

(¢) Reciprccal Mobile Training Peams (RMIP) were exchanged between
the 18t Infantry Division and the 5th ARVN Division, the 25th Infantry
Division and the 25th ARVN Division, and the 9th Infantry Division and
the Tth ARVN Division during the reporting period. This program involves
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the exchonge of LUTT betuween US and ARVN divisions. The tyre of training
conducted by the BNTT depcnds on the needs of the purticular units invnlved.

(6) Test of Fuze and Burster, Bomb Syctem, AM 925. At the ro-uect
of this headquarters the Muze and Burster, Bomb System, /7 925, for tre
C5-filled 55-gallon drum, was tested for relisbility by the 9th Infintry
Jivision and the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). This system, which
provides only an impact burst, is designed to detonate CS contuiners fnr
dispersion of persistent C3 in target areas. The first drop w.s condicted
from a height of 2,100 feet. Of the 30 drums involved, 50 percent failec
to detonate. A second drop was made from an altitude of 3,000 feet to
insure that the fuzes would have more than sufficient time to arm. &
15-percent dud rate was experienced. A third test drop conducted urder
identical conditions, but in conjunction with a rigid pre-check of fuze
assembly and arming procedures, resulted in three duds out of 30 drurs
released. In addition, a fourth drum experienced a low grade burst, indi-
cating that it had broken apart without the bursier having been activuied,
A fifth drum failed to burst because the Janyard parted at the snup fzctensr
at the time of ejection from the aircraft. The results of these tests
indicate in its present state the system does not meet this command's
requirements. A dud rate of 15 percent is unacceptable, fronm the stand-
point of both the efficient use of munitions and aircraft, and the poten-
tial for enemy reclametion of the material. action was being taken by
feadqusrters, US Army Vietnam to request that the fuzirg system be retested
in the United 3tates.

(7) Operations of Company F (long Range I'atrol), 51st Infantry.
From 1 to 4 Foverber, Company F conducted operations southwest of Cu Chi.
Its missions included monitoring waterways and harassirg and interdicting
enemy supvly operations in the vicinity of the Song Vam Co Dorg. Irorm
5 to 12 Loverber the company underwent a stand-down to prepare for its
Annual General Inspection. From 13 November until 23 December, the unit
conduoted intelligence-gathering patrol operations in the Rang Rang ares
northeast of Bien Hoa, under the operational control of II FiORCEV. After
24 Decerber the company operated south of Rang Rang and prep:red to corduct
orerational training of Company D (Long Range ratrol), 151st Infantry,
which grrived in country in late December. JUuring the remainder of the
period the company conducted training for Company U, including practical
exercises in patrolling, helicopter utilization, the use of weapons in
patrol operations, artillery forwsrd observer techniques, the utilization
of air controllers in the conduct of air strikes and the employment of
light fire teams. Initially, personnel of Company D were taken on three-
day patrols made up of three men from each company and led by an experienced
patrol leader. Subsequent patrols were conducted by Company D personnel
with an experienced team leader-observer monitoring. Omn 26 Decenmber,
Company F was deactivated and continued operations and training on 27
December as the II FFORCEV Long Range Patrol Company, preparatory to
its inactivation on 15 February 1969.
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e. Logistical Uperations

(1) krorrams and lrojects.

4

(a) Preparations continued duri.ng the period for the receipt and
support of the second increment of the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force at
Bearcat. The upgrading of facilities was accomplished and the issue of
TCE and TA equipment continues with support provided by US Arnw Support
COmnd, baigon.

(b) Preparations were 8lso made for the receipt and support of

Company D (LRP), 151st Infantry at II FFORCEV. The G4 Section, II FFORCLV,

coordinated extensive logistical and engineering support with the Engi-
neer Section and the 199th Infantry Brigade {Separate) (Light) which
sponsored the unit upon its arrival in Vietnam in December.

(¢) During the period the fortification of critical bridees in III
CTZ was intensified. Plans for sta.ndardized prouective and llghtmg
systems were developed., -

(d) Province and District Advisor Support. Coordinated action to
upgrade the maintenance support rendered to US advisors at- province and
district level was taken by Headquarters II FFURCEV, Saigon ‘Support Com=-
mand, and the III Corps advisory staff. Weekly schedules for maintenarce
support were developed and implemented. US Divisions in III TTZ were
instructed to establish liaison with, and provide necessary !mpport. to
advisors locatea in their mctical areas of interest.

(e) Logistics Readiness Progmm.

1 The quarterly meeting for Logistic Readiness Cfﬁeers of II' F7CRCEV
assigned and attached units was held 15 January. “Topics discussed ‘were
closed loop support i'oems , material readiness ‘expediter procedures, ‘organ-
jzational meintenance and supply inspections s the II FFORCEV Vehicular
Maintenance and Utilization Team, a new wee kly command deadline reporting
procedure, and the 1st Logistical Command's ®Project Dog,™ which is

designed to remove unserviceable equipmsnt frozn the supply system.

2 During the reporting period 16 organizational maintenance and
supply inspections were conducted of II FFORCEV assigned &nd ‘attached
units. Thirteen units received a satisfactory rating and three were
rated unsatisfactory. This was a significant improvement over the last
reporting period during which 11 units were rated satisfactory and 11
unsatisfactory.

The progrem of viéit.s to each assignéd ‘and attached unit by the
II FFORCEV Logistics Readiness Officer has been implemented and is pro-
gressing satisfactorily.
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(2) Aircraft Maintenance.

AR

> ~:(a):1Receipt and-issue of helicopters. During the period 40 AH-IG
(Cobu) and 75 OH-6 (Cayuse) helicopt.ers were received and were issued

;fallaws

-1 _1_ AH-IG (ccbra)
' NUMBER
7

15

6

6

6

2 OH-6 (Cayuse):
17

13

13

| 6

13

4

9

UNIT

12th Avn Gp
1st Cav Div
9th Inf Div
25th Inf Div

ist Inf Div

1st Cav Div

tst Inf Div

25th Inf Div

3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
9th Inf Div .

23d Arty Gp

11th ACR

(b) Dropping of external loads from helicopters continues to be a
problem among ‘II FFORCEV units; however, improvement was noted during
the last month of the quarter due to. commend emphasis. Sling failure
has been, and continues to be, the primary cause of dropped loads. Slings
are not always being maintained, stored, or inspected as required by TM
55-4,50-11, Aerial Delivery Equipment Assistance and Inspection teams
have been 'instructed on methods to correct this problem.

(¢) The operational readiness rate for CH-54 (Flying Crane) helicop-
ters has been below the criteria established by Department of Army. Con-
tributing. factors have been a critical shortage of tail rotor blades and
main rotor heads both in the Republic of Vietnam and the continental

United States,
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(3) Ammunition.

(&) -Ammunftion items in short supply are managed through the use of
avallable supply rates (ASR) to insure equitable distribution of avail-
able ammnition to all units within II FFORCEV. Expenditures of certain
high cost, high tonnage items, specifically 8!mm, 4.2-inch, 105mm, 155mm
and 8-,1.nch high explosive ammnition are also centrolled by means of ASR.

(b) During the period 1 November 1968 to 31 Jauary 1969, t.h- nu-ber
of itens mdor ASR control for the allceation period was: -

Nov 68 - 16
Dec 68 - 12
Jan69-17

These totals show the number of items was consistent with the number
managed by ASR during the previous quarter.

(4) Trensportation.

(a) An airlift conference was sponsored by II FFURCEV on 20 November.
The purpose of the ccnference was to orient II FFORCEV airlift customers,
airlift traffic managers, logistical managers and airlift operators on
various facets of the system and to discuss problem areas. Problem areas
taken under study included the method of reporting missions completed,
the importance of complying with cargo show times, advance plamning meetings
for large scale airlift operations, late changes to missions already scheduled,
establishment of priorities for shipment, 463L palletizing of a.mnmtion,
and documentation of emergency shipment,

(b) USAF C130/C123 sorties flown in support of II FFORCEV units are
summarized in Incl #3.

(5) sngineer Support.

(a) General. Engineer support was provided thmxghcut the-III CTZ
in the form of airfield maintenance and rehabilitation, upgreding and
construétion of artillery fire sufport basss, improving lines of" cmi-
cations, jungle clea.ring, and sumort of ta.ctical oporations. T

(b) Combat support. -Enginder activities were chaucterized by a
wide variety of conbst support during the quarter. -
- Elements of the 20th Engineer Brigade. pmmod support to the
Comndor, Naval -Porces Vistnam by removing & canal obatruction in tho
Tra Cu Canal at Xs L42951,
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2 OSupport of these operations involved divisional and non-divisional
engineer elements. hnife rests and flame mines were constructed and
emplaced on suspected infiltration routes being used by the Viet Conp in
the area between the }arrot.'s Beak and the Angel's Jing.

} Combat engineer suy port. of the 24th Infantry Division was proviaedq
by the 20th kngineer Brigade on Highway LTL 15 north of Tay Ninh., The
support required the opening of approximately 10 kilometers of Route LTL
13, from (L 22 to the Rach Ben Da River. The road opening permitted the
extraction of elements of the 25th Infantry Division operating along the
Cambodian border.

4 Jungle clearing continued to be an important component of engineer
combat support during the quarter. A total of 38,850 acres was cleared
in surpport of tactical operations to deprive the enemy of traditional
strongholds. HMajor clearing operations were conducted in the Catcher's
vitt, vau Tieng area, the Citadel, the Lai Khe-Ben Cat area, and along
Route LTL 1A north of P'huoc Vinh.

5 Organic divisional and supporting non-divisional engineers pro-
vided continuous tactical support to maneuver elements in the form of mine
sweeping, constructing pioneer roads, operating water supply points,
erecting tactical bridging, and clearing barriers, obstacles and fields
of fire.

a Tactical support was provided at special forces camps by construct-
ing and rehabilitating berms, constructing defensive bunkers and install-
ing mines. Camps which received support during the past three months were
Katum, Thien Ngon, Tong le Chon, and Rang Rang.

b OCrganic engineer elements cleared minefields at Bien Hoa Air
Force Base, Phuoc Vinh Camp, and Fire Support Base St. Barbara.

¢ The quarter showed a significant improvement in the fortifications
at many of the critical bridges within II1 CTZ. The engineer effort
consisted of constructing pier protection, lighting systems, mine booms,
watch towers, and approach roads.

d Operation Liberty Canyon, the movement of the 1st Cavalry Division
(Airmobile) from I CTZ to III CTZ, required a large amount of engineer
effort and resources, including lnmedia.te repair of airfields to facili-
tate the initial move. Revetments were constructed at Quan Loi, Phuoc
Vinh, Song Be, Lai Khe, Tay Ninh, Bearcat, Phu Loi, Cu Chi, and Dau Tieng.
Additional suprort at those locations consisted of canstructing bunkers,

fuel facilities, watch Lowers, perimeter wire obstacles and prefabricating
brigade and battalion-sized tactical operaticn-centers. Support of this

operation was terminated 30 December 1968.
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e Continuous effort was expended during the quarter by engineer
units on the maintenance and upkeep of lines of commnication. - During.
the- quarter 5042 ka.lometepa of roads were paved Lo HAGV.. nt.andards‘ P

f On -the nlght of 6 November 1968, three spans of the I’hu Cucn
highway bridge were destroyed by enemy action. The contingenecy plan for
this bridge was implemented immediately, and a 708-foot MiTé floating
bridge -was emplaced within 24 hours by the 65th Engineer Battalion sup-
ported by elemants:of the 79th and 159th Engineer Groups. The fallen
bridge was reconstructed and opened to traffic on 25 Jamnry 1969,

£ The continuous airfield maintenance and inpmvemmt pmgnm included
work at lai Khe, Cu Chi, Katum, Phuoc Vinh, Long Thanh, Dong Xoai, Bunard,
Song Be, Tong le Chon, Quan Loi, and Thien Ngon.

h Engineer support of artillery units included work at Fire Support
Patrol Base (FSPB) St. Barbara (XT 2768), FSFB Concord (YT 0112), and
similar bases located at Ben Luc, Van Giuoc, Thien Ngon, Saigon, Bearcat,
Tan An, and Xuan loc. Suprort included constructing and upgreding gun
pads, perimter berms, defensive personnel positions and access roads.

(c) M:Lscellaneous E.ngineer Support.

1 Signal facllltles at Nui Chua Chan and Nui Ba Den were rehabili-
tated by non-divisional engineers, Adlitional non-divisional engineer
support was prov:.ded to signal units at lLai Khe,

2 Elsmnts of the 29th Engineer Brigade conducted well arlllmg
cperatlons at Bao Trai, Long Binh Post, and FSPB St., Barbara, .-

3 Revolutionary Development: During the quarter, in support of the
Long an Pilot Pacification Progrem, construction of six schools with a
total of 16 classrooms, one teacher's house, two village offices, and one
warehouse were completed. The 159th Engineer Group removed its elements
from long An Province during this period; the last two-room schools to
be built durdng the CY 68 progrem were transferred to the 3hth Engmeer
Grour for construction. ‘ _ .

(6) Status of Pnnary Land Lines of Communication as of 31 January 1969,

(a) For the purpose of. thz.s report the followmg tems conceming
the condition of land lines of comunicatinn are defined:

1 Condition I. The rout,e ia capable of carrying up to class 50 loads
(all division loads). g . A

2 Condition II. Up to class 35 loads (the majority of logistical
transport, €.gey 5,000 gallon fuel tanker).
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Condition III. Up to class 16 loads (armored personnel carriers
and 2 1/2 ton trucks). R U AR

‘4 Condition IV. Can carry only light civilian-traffic; therefore,
it is only open to light reconnaissance vehicles, -

5 Condition V. Closed to all traffic.
(v) Route QL-1.

1 Cambodian border (XT284244) to Go Dau Ha (XT383250), lowest bridge
capacity class 50, condition I.

2 Go Dau Ha (XT383250) to Cu Chi (XT628126), condition I,

Cu Chi (XT628126) to Saigon (XS793942), lowest bridge capacity class
60, condition I.

4 Saigon (XS793942) to road junction 316 (YT072130), lowest bridge
capacity class 30, condition III,

Road junction 316 (YT072130) to Xuan Loc (YT456080), all bridges
unlimited capacity, condition I.

(¢) Route QL-4.

1 Road junction QL-1 (XS84,5914) to Ben Luc (XS618758), lowest bridge
capacity class 50, condition I.

2 Ben Luc (XS618758) to IV CTZ boundary (XS599600), lowest bridge
capacity class 30, condition III.

(d) Roaute (L-13.

1 Road junction QL-1 (XS879971) to Phu Cuong (XxT810148), capacity
class 30, condition III,

2 Phu Cuong (XT810148) to An Loc (XT755885), lowest bridge capacity
class 50, condition I.

3 An Loc (XT755885) to Cambodian border (XU683233), lowest bridge
capacity class 6, condition IV.

(e) Route QL-14. Dong Xoai (YT079759) to II CTZ boundary (YU588175),
bridge out at YT166820 and YU303011, condition V.

(f) Route QL-15.

1 Bien Hoa (YTOOZﬁA) to Baria (YS380607), lowest bridpe capacity
class 60, condition I,
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SUBJECT: = Operational Report of Headquarters, 11 Rield Fopce Vie tnam for
Period Ending 31 Janwry 1969, RCS CSFUR. — (R1). (W=DHO-TG=A) (1)

2 ‘BapianklS38u6Q7). t.qé[ung I&u (YSZ?AAM), lowest. bridgc capacity

class 12, ucorgdlt.ion v, - -

- B ! [ ..~

S

LR

o (g Route. qwo. Read Junetiomﬂl.»l ,(xrszszmn to 11 c'r:: boundary

(YT7635‘72), lowest bridge capacity class 20,- eondit.ion III.

(h) . Route qL-az. _ Go Dau Ha (XT3&251) to Tay liinh ()m
bridge. c&plcity clasa a&, cmdltim II. - R A

99500) lowest

D i AL »i‘

(1) Boute LTL 16, Bien Hoa (T1002114) to gm;:ﬁmm K (ammva),

lonut bridge upacity class 40, condition II.

(j) Route LTL 1A. B R l,-:,. "~ L

e R

LY

_1_‘ Dong Xoa:L (YT0797S9) t6 Phuoc Vi.nh (XT??OL%), no brldges, condition I.

g Phuoc th (XT9?5L,91) to road junctlon QL-i3 (najmw), ford at

XT862262 ~condition IV.

(k) Route. LTL 2. Road junction QL~1 (!%3?0#5) to. Barigr£¥s3806077,

lowest bridge capaclty class 2b,, conditwn III

(1) Rute LTL sa. T

1 Saigon (XS816890) to Ong Thin Brldge (XSB15'?75), lowest brld;’e
capaclty class 50, condition I. . . . v Tame

[UnF R i

.} .’_.

2 Ong Thm Br}.dge (k3815775) ‘eo Gan Giuéc (73830731-), nmbmdges,

condition I.

3 Can Gluoc (X3830731) to Cau Noi- Ferrx (X.5786568), Lmaest, bridge

capacity class 16, condition IV.

(m) Route LTL 23. . L

condition II.

“

_1_ ' Baria (15830607) to Y3628653, lowest brxdge capaeity Qlass 35,

2 18628653 t.o Ham Tan (,25023821), 13 brldges out, condition V

(n) Route TL.9A. Road junction Qlel.. (xs*z390031 ta: uuc" Hoa (xSS%%e),

lowest bridge cagacity class 45, - condition IIL..J;,..M i

(o) Route L':L 26 and Route 239. . Tax Ninh.: (XT259$OQ) ,t.o

(XTL90L60), lowest bridge capa.ci:ty cless 60, eondiﬁm Fe 2.0 ?;-'

f. P ogica ' s and Civil Affaj viA

(1) Fsychological Operations.,
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SUBJeCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam for
Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFUR - (R1) (W=DHO-TO-4)(11)

(a) The 1I FFURCEV psychological operations propram directed against
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army personnel, as well as civilians under
the influence of the Viet Cong, continued during the reporting quarter.

A total of 499 million leaflets were disseminated by Army and iir Force
aircraft. More than 1,680 psychological warfare sorties were flown and
2,329 aerial loudspeaker hours were broadcast in support of tactical opera-
tions.

(b) A total of 1,021 Hoi Chanh rallied to the GVN during the report-
ing period.

(2) Civil Afrairs and Civic Action.

(a) Community relations continued to constitute an important part
of the Civic Action program. "'Headquarters, II FFURCEV conducted a number
of community relations programs during the period, including coordinating
the establishment of Cormunity Relations Committees and Friendship Coun-
-cils. These organizations are being formesd by installation coordinators
whose facilities are located near major population centers. In addition,
comnanders of separate units which have a strength of at least 600 men
and are located in porulated areas have been encouraged to form these com~
mittees and councils.

(b) As an adjunct to existing programs, on 6 December II FFCRCEV and
III CTZ conducted a j.ilot Combined Civilian Orientation Conference in
Bien Hoa Province. Among those attending were middle-level Government
officials, province officials, educators, and religious and civic leaders
of Bien Hoa rrovince. GCussts received brochures explaining US/GVN pro-
grems, attended briefings and viewed demonstrations designed to enhance
the peoples' appreciation and support of the efforts of the United States
and GVN to achieve peace and democracy in Vietnam. The conference was
well received, and spokesmen for those attending urged that similar con-
ferences be held on a periodic basis and be expanded throughout the III
CTZ., Present plans envision the conduct of quarterly conferences in Bien
Hoa Province. Additionally, commanders of units under the operational
control of II FFORCEV are being encouraged to conduct similar programs in
their areas.

g. Givil Operations and Revolutiopary Development Support.
(1) Refuges Program.

(a) Resettlement Plaming., During the reporting period detailed
plans were developed for the completion of resettlement activities at each
refugee site in III CTZ, including the sgheduling of all construction
work and the distribution of food, tin and cement. In addition to pro-
viding a means to assess the resettlement problem on a corps-wide basis,
these plans have proved a valuable management tool in that they provide
a forecast of commodity and money requirements on a monthly, rrovince-by-
province basis,
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(b) -tmergency.lrestockage. .Plans providiny for the prestockape n”
certain: commodities necessary for emerpency refuree relief in provincs
warehouses were. developed Juring this quarter. smounts of ecommoditias
to be stockedsat-provinte level were determined on: the basis of avorap:
refugee generation during sclected base monthss  Lurplies which are jre-
stocked are sufficient to sustain 18,000 refupees for 30 days., It Ss :
felt that the prestockare .concept will enhance the ' rovinces' carability
to respond to ecmerrency relief requirements. Iifnificant reducti-:,
the use of air transportation will be realized by surplying commoditiszs
or. @ routine rather than & priority basis.

(2) Territorial Security.

(a) Regional Force/Popular Force (RF/PF) activity:increased curin-
the reporting reriod as compared to the previous period. In contrast,
enemy activity directed against RF/PF units decreased with the except: n»
of shellings of friendly installations in December. Continued partici-
pation in joint operations with US/FwHAF forces has enhanced the fishtins
capabilities of the RF/PF and assisted the US/F4MAF forces in the accomp-
lishment of their missions.

;
1
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(b) The increased effectiveness of the RF/FF can be-further attiri-
buted to the equipment modernization program, the liobile Advisory Tean
Frogram and an increased interest on the part of Vietnamese leaders ir
the care and well-being of the individual soldier.

(3) Revolutionary Development. The Revolutionary Jevelopment pro-
gran continued-to accelerate.during the reporting pericd. Of the 281
hamlets targeted for pacification in 1968, 277 have been certified as
completed ‘and -four have been abandoned. .lio significant disruption oceccurrcH
during the reporting period, as compared with VC TET and May offensives
and the major attacks :in’ August and September, which had earlier disrupted
the program. The Accelerated Pacification Campaigr- (APC) was implemented
in vovember and carried to its completion in January. The impetus pro-
vided by this campaign plus the intensification of efforts in the regular
RD progrem brought ouytstanding results in the extension of government

control. By the end 2 he VC had lost control of 150 hamlets
in the III CTZ., while the final results have not been fully reported, it

is apparent-.that .ig addition ta the 281 APC~targeted hamlets and the 277
Regular RD program hamlets more than 100 additional hamlets were brought
under government control. ‘As a result of this remarkable success, III

CTZ is in excellent -begin—the 1969 Pacification and Developrent
progrem. dith the Nghia, all provinees.are

able to target for pacification 4ll of the contested "and VC hamlets in
their areas. This reporting period brought ‘about a full recovery in paci-
fication from the disruptions encountered earlier in the year and provided
an expansion of GVHi control well beyond that enjoyed at the end of 1967,

(4) Chieu Hoi.
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(a) During.tbe period 1 November throusgh 31 Janwary, 1,021 Hoi Chanh
rallied -to thesGVN, anrincrease;of-~209 over the previous three months,-
1ln November; 367 Hoi Chanh were received. This was the larpest number to
rally-since: Ootober 1967. In~-December;;-a total of.345 rallied, and in
January,- 3090 ‘ : o T

(b) The '1‘h1rd Part,y Inducement Program, a new means ¢f encouragins
ralliers, went~into operation on 7 November. The program provides for
awards to be paid to any Vietnamese citizen, civilian or military, who
induces a VC/NVA to rally. The program, which was authorized by the
Chieu Hoi Ministry by Directive 691, dated 31 October, was directly credited
with producing.518 Hoi Chanh during the reporting period. 4s a result of
this effort, & total of 86 VC Montagnards from oné village were induced
to rally over a three-day period.

(5) New Life Developrent.
(a) Economic Development.

1. Harvest of the first crop of high yield 1R-8/5 rice planted in 1968
has been completed. [Droduction averaged 4.07 metric tons per hectare on
4,888 hectares planted. Approximately 2,000 hectares were planted in the
second crop. The goal for 1969 is L5,310 hectares.

2 The Broiler Produiction Program was augmented by the receipt and
distribution of 150,000 day-old chicks.

f}; The vaccine center distributed 650,000 doses of assorted vaccines.

4 Significant programs during the reporting period were the construc-
tion of hamlet classrooms, training of teachers, development of vocational/
technical high schools, construction of schoolmasters' quarters, and work-
shops for teachers in adult education, and the development of prototype
school libraries.

(b) Community Development., Priorities for Community Development pro-
Jects have been established for military civic action and self-help acti-
vities, with first. priority on cash income-producing projects. Frimary
emphasis was given to economic development projects as opposed to projects
which merely provide services. However, because many resources are not
suitable for economic development, projects for general social improverent,
which contribute to the American image, continued to be accomplished.

{(¢) Public Administration.

1 Regional GVN administration continues to be hampered by the con-
tinued delay in the appointment of a new chief of the regional inspector-
ate, Reportedly he will not be appointed until the Chief Executive signs
a bill abolishing the office of Government Delegate. This bill has been
passed by the Lower House.
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