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Command1r.g General 
II Field FOrce Vietnam 
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J\fO 96345 

1. (C) This letter is in respoIlse to tJ:w TEl..i:.CO.N on 6 September 1969 between 
l'~ Uinde, G) Pl..a.ns, II FFV, and. CPT Goldberg, GJ Plans, 1st lDfantry Division, 
raterenee the tee.albility of' conducting night oonvoys between the Long B1nh 
area and Phu 1..01. 

2. (C) A decision to sohedule night convoys to Phu 101 should take Ulto 
consideration the following ractorss 

a. The road net .from Long B.1.nh to Phu Lol, whUe c.las81f'ied Gh .. i:U during 
dayllght hours, Dlst be considered AHB1h during hours ot darkness. F.nelq forces, 
particularly local guerrillas v.ho closely monitor allied. operatioDs, Mve the 
capability and could be expeot.ed to harass or attempt to interdict night convoys. 
CoD'VOT personnel security is obviously hampered.. b,y tbe conceaL."'1ODt vhlch 1s 
a..rrordecl to enamy forces during tho hours or darkness. ¥ 

b. The 1st .Infantry D1y1sion presently maintains only one mechanized 
intantr,f pl8.toon in the 01 An - Phu 101 area. This force i8 committed to night 
ambush OperaUODS, mobile strike torce (RRF) contingeDC7 Jlissions, and. da;yllght 
groUDd. recormai8aaDCe operations in the lover Lam Son area.. It 1& critiool 
that this torce continue to be utilized on these missions, to inb.1bi t ll1lY increoae 
in enaa;y acUYity vhich fill::! t.hre&ten the current pacitice.Uon St8.tu8 of hrunlets 
in the area an4 pose a threat to the Capital Hil1tary District 

c. To proY.ide security coJlij.4rable to th'-t presently experienced. durine day­
light hours, the let lD..f'antry Div1a1on co.ndders the rolieving mlni::rum force 
ooncentreUon to be required tor night. conyoys. 
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(1) 1 rifle ~ - YT0105 to XT9OC8 - ambwlb/ out,t;Qst high\Jny. 

(2) 2 rifle compa.n.198 - XT9ClB to 1'1'8615 - ambush/outlXlst hiGhway. 

en 1 Mach compa~ - Tl'0105 to XT8615 - convoy escort/}k)blle Strike Force 
for oonvoy (in addition to presently utilized platoon JII8lltioned in para 2 b above). 

d. To provide t.ba above security forces. the 1 s t Infantry D1 vision ",ould 
bave to serioWJl.7 deplete the densiv of' ita torces in the northern portions 
of the TAOR. TheM nortbern forc~8 are targeted aga1Dat larger main force 
elemeDts ",hich require the attention of sizeable allied forces. ..hila 1st Infan­
tr7 Division foreu. are 00IIIDI1 tted by comp8D7-size in areas occupied by' ene.m;r 
reg1Jaental aize eleaents, comm1 tment along the D1 An - Phu 1.oi route tor night 
coJlY07 security vould tie dO\m sizeable assets for a possible enem;y attack in 
squad aise err less on a COJlV07. 

e. 1 at lnt'antr;T Division presently has the mission of providing route aJld 
convrq .ecurit7 froll Lai Y.he north along ~ 1.3 and trom Ben Cat to the Scm& Be 
Bridge. This aecuri V task requires or. mech 1m, one armored cavlUr,y squadroD, 
t\lO infsntrJ compenies, and one tank compa.zq (-). This force conati tutes 
roughlJ' 25~ at the Divia1ou'a maneuver battaliona. An:J' additional requirement 
for security ",Ul further reduce the torces aw.Uable f'or rt.I8.D8UVer against the 
Dong Nat fiegt. and SR-1 elements. 

r. .Prov1Deial/distnct/haalet aecurl t;y forces 'f.IItB.1 be consid.ered avaUable 
for enhanced CODVOl' securl~ at night; however, aucb a miasion ",auld det.J.oaot 
frOll the primal.,. mission of these local. s&CUri t:r forces vhich is to provide 
population and instal.l.ntion secur1t;y. Further, an:r plan to deplol' additional 
pronncbl/d1atrict torcea apecitlcbllT along the lizle of comrram1cation COlD­

pourx:ls the _tter of fire coordinatiOD. Security forces are neceasnril;y 
restricted in their abilit7 to respoDd b;y fire to eD8III7 contact in areas in 
vhich local RVR forces ., be operating, particularly bec&uae radio coJllJll1D1-
entioDS are cenerallJ' not maintained vith these elements • 

.3. (C) In 8UDI1'DIl17, these are the fDctors that should be considered in deter­
miniag the f~.ibill ty of night convoys bet, een the Lollg Binh area and l'hu 101. 
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