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CONFIDENTIAL

17TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT
{ST INPANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T (MHD) 19 April 1969

SUBJECTs Combat After Action Interview Report: Operation Atlas Wedge - 18
Mar - 2 Apr 69 (U)

Office of the Chief of Military History

Department of the Army
Washington, D.C, 20315

1,{U) Name: Operation Atlas Wedge
2.(U) u; Dates of Operation: 18 Mar - 2 Apr 69

3.(C) Logation: Michelin Rubber Plantation, an area bounded by east-west
grids 45 and 58 and north-south grids 50 and 60, center of mass XI'555515,
Maps Vietnam, 1:50000, Series L7014, Sheets 6231 I and 6231 II (Incl 5).

4.(U) Control or Command Headquarters: Operation Atlas Wedge was a multi-
division, II FFORCAEY directed operation, with major participants being the
25th Infantry Division, 1st Cavalry Division (AM), 1st Infantry Division
with OPCON of elaments of the 11th Armored Ca.valry Regiment, The 1st Infan-
try Division subordinate control headquarters were 3d Bde and Hg, 11th ACR,

5.(C) Task Organization:

3d Bde 11th ACR
TP 1-4 TF 1-11
1=l Cav(=2 Trps) B/1=11 Cav
A/1-28 Inf C/1~11 Cav
TF 1-28 D/1=11 Cav
128 Inf(=2 Cos) A/2-28 Inf
B/1=k Cav A/1=5 Cav( 18t Cav Div (AM))
Plat/B/2-34 Arm 3-11 Cav
1=18 Inf(-1 Co) H/2-11
2-33 Arty(-)(DS) K/3-11
L/3=11

8=6 Arty(~)(D3)
Subsequent changes to above organization for combat are provided in para 12,
Execut.ion,

6.(C) Supporting Forces:
Artillery Observers
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Forward Air Controllers
Light Fire Teams
Tactical Air Sorties (Incl 6)
Artillery

D/1=5 Arty

’?'.(U{)J Interviewing Officer: MAJ ¥William v, Campion, 17th Mil Hist Det, 1st
Inf Div,

8. (U) Persons Interviewed:

a. LTC William C. Haponski, Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Cav-
alry, 1st Infantry Division (Incl 1)

be CPT James L. Selsor, Commanding Officer, Troop C, ist Squadron, 4th
Cavalry, 1st Infantry Division (Incl 2)

¢y LITC Robert E, Price, Commarding Officer, 1st Battalion, 18th Infan-
try, 1st Infantry Division, and CPT Milton R, Menjivar, Commanding Officer,
Company-C, 18t Battalion, 18th Infantry,.ist: Infiartry Division (Incl 3)

d. LTC Carmen D, Negaard, Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 28th Inf-
antry, 18t Infantry Division, and MAJ Larry T. Bemmett, Executive Officer,
1st Battalion, 28th Infarmtry, 18t Infantry Diviaion (Inecl 4)

9.(C) 1Inte 1

a. Operation Atlas Wedge was directed against the 7th NVA Division
minus its 165th NVA Regt which remainsd north of the area of contact,

be. First indications that the 7th Div Hq was in the plantation area
was obtained from an 19 Mar PW from the C21 Company, 209th Regt. The
source stated the Hq of the Div was located a half hour walk north of his
place of capture (XI'5552), Two days later (21 Mar 69) vic XP575588 3/11 ACR
captured a P¥ who identified his unit as the 28 Sapper Bn, 7th Div, At this
time there was no Bn known as K28 subordinate to the Division; however, the
sowrce sald his unit was a specialty group{ Since the Division had been out
of contact for a long period it may have added such a unit. Source went on
to say that the 7th NVA Div and V17 (1k1st) and V19 (209th) were in the
Michelin, and the V15 (165th) was to arrive soon. On 21 Mar A/1-5 Cav cap~-
tured documents vie XI'552582 which consisted of a letter from C61 (AKA 141st)
to D70B (AKA 7th Div), The docwment alsoc contained another AKA and an LBN
of the 7th NVA Division.

¢, The 141st Regt was idertified on 17 Mar by a PW from the 2d Bn/14lst
captured at XT465498. Source indicated his Regt had been located near vill=-
age ro. 13 (XI'585521) for about a week., Their mission was to keep the vill-
agers in their villages. His unit was soon to be replaced by V15 (165th)
and the 141st was to move into Binh lLong (P). PW said they were to move due
to losses suffered in the attack on FSPB Mahone II, artillery, and air strikes,
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The 141st was again identified on 18 Mar vic XT&00510 by documents, Cne
documsnt contained the mission of the 141st Regt, which was as follows:

(1) 4ear down US and destroy its war material

(2) Disintegrate GVN units

(3) Disrupt the accelerated rural devslopment program
(4) Assist the local movemsnt

(5) Destroy the ensmy with the 25th Div as a target

d. Documents stated the 2d Bn/141st was given reinforcements to attack
US/GVN from two directions, Dau Tieng (XT4947) and Thuy Tinh, The Bn was to
attack CIDG, aircraft, and armor vehicles then coordinate with local forces
to destroy rural development and strategic hamlets at villages 2, L, 10, 13,
and 1h.

e, The 1418t Regt was again identified on 21 Mar vic XT568619 by doce
uments captured by elem ents of the 1/5 Cav,

f. Pds from the 209th Regt indicated that the 1418t Regt withdrew from
the Michelin on 21 Mar, and the absence of contact with the Regt after this
date suggests they did leave about this time,

g8+ Throughout the period of the operation the 209th Regt was identified
through contacts and by PWs, On 16 Mar vic XT5662, C/1-5 Cav captured a vol-
ume of documents and PWs which identified the 209th Regt. On 18 Mar US forces
engaged an unknown sige enemy force in the morthern Michelin, The contact res-
ulted in 61 KIA and 5 PNs, PWs gave their unit as being C18, 209th Regt, Their
unit and a K7 Bn with a strength of 25 was located with the Regt Hgq. The K8
Bn with a strength of 300 and X9 Bn with a strength of 250 were also in the
area, On 19 Mar viec X5651 1/11 Cav captured 2 PWs from the 209th Regt., One
P¥, a senior sergeant, said the 209th Hq was located vic XTI'5653, The K7 and
K8 Bns were vic XT5853., Source said the 209th Regt moved from Cambodia on 8
Mar and arrived at the presemt location on 15 Mar., Source stated the Regt
was to stay in the Michelin "gat all costs”, The other PW, an assistant comp-
any CO of the C6 Company said the 7th Div minus the 165th Regt had a mission
to defend the Michelin, As a part of this mission the 209th Regt was bulld-
ing defensive positions between village 6 (XI515486) and village 14 (XT558-
522), Documents captured in contact by elements of the 11th ACR on 20 Mar
vic XI'595575 contained an extensive rice and supply list and identified the
supply section of the C16 Mtr Co, 209th Regt., The 209th Regt continued to
be identified by documents captured 21 Mar vic XT'560595 on 2nd and 23rd Mar
at XI566553 and XT573663 respsctively, PWs wers captured who identified the
209th Regt, The P{ of 22 Mar stated his unit C25/209 was to attack hamlet
No 2 in the Michelin, The PW of 23 Mar stated he was a cook on the staff
section of the 200th Regt. According to source an unknown Bn of the 209th
Regt was located 300 meters from XI 573663, From this point to the end of
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the month, the volume of contact with the 209th Regt became negligisble, and
the Regt was felt to have relocated to an area north of the Michelin.

he The 165th Regt of the 7th Div remained uncommitted during Atlas
Wedge and was identified only on 23 Mar and 24 Mar., Documents captured
north of the Michelin on 23 Mar vic XT500583 identified the 165th Regt. On
2h Mar D/1=5 Cav captured a PW rorth of the Michelin., Source stated he was
acting as a guard for a 47 man group that was returning from a mesting north
of village 13, Other than the identifications, the 165th Regt avoided con-
tacts while probably making preparations to enter the Michelin near the con-
cluding date of Atlas Wedge.

i. Annex B, OPORD 7-69, in Volume II of this report provides a complete
intelligence estimate as reviewed prior to the operation, Included are app-
endixss on Order of Battle, Trails, Enemy Installations, Lamding Zones and
Rome Plowed Areas, Terrain and Weather in and vicinity of the Michelin Plan-
tation.

10.(C) Mission: Commencing 18 March 1969, 1st Infantry Division conducts
operations in the Long Nguyen Secret Zone south and east of the Michelin
Plantation and establishes an air cavalry screen rorth and mortheast of Minh
Thanh for a minimum period of 5 days to detect, fix, and destroy VC/NVA for—
ces in the area, See OPORD 7-69, Volume II, this report,

11.(C) Concept of Operation: For a period of approximtely 5 days 1st Inf-
antry Division employs maximum available forces in an area of operations south
ard east of the Michelin as a part of a larger Jjoint 1st Inf Div, 1st Cav Div
(AM), and 25th Inf Div operation designed to detect, fix, interdict, disrupt,
and destroy sajor;klemdnts of the 7th NVA Div, Moderate risks will be taken

in secure areas and areas of diminished threat in the Division TAQI, Airstrikes
B=52 Strikes, artillery, and chemical munitions will he utilised to inter-

dict known rowtas out of the AD, destroy known base areas, and canglisze the
enemy into killing areas faworable for the combined employment of mechanized
and airmobile forces, See OPORD 7-69, Volume II, this report,

12.(C) Execution: Preliminary planning provided that 1st Infantry Division
and 11th ACR participation in Operation Atlas Wedge commence on 19 Mar. Due
to a series of events described bslow the Operation commenced on 18 March,

On the evening of 16 Mar the 11th ACR requested and secured permission
to conduct visual reconnaissance missions on 17 Mar over areas of the Miche-
lin. During comnduct of these missions, aircraft from the Air Cav Trp of the
11th ACR at 0855 hours on 17 Mar received heavy anti-aircraft fire vic XI'586-
541 from an estimted battalion sige base camp, OSince fire was recsived from
a location then within an area of operation of the 1st Cav Div (AM), permiss-
ion to engage was requested by and granted to the 1ith ACR, This action res-
ulted in the placing of Trp C/1-5 Cav, a unit of the 1st Cav Div (AM), under
OPCON of the 11th ACR and explains their appearance in later actions, The
original planning had mot envisioned thias arrangement which was necessary
due to proximity of Trp C/1-5 to the area of activity on 17 Mar,
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The 17 Mar engagement proved to be a sigeable one lasting for the major
portion of the day. Continuous light fire team support and tactical air
strikes expended in the area throughout the day resulting in 30 VC KBA(EC)
and 15 VC KBA(Poss)., The strikes additionally uncovered 6 tons of rice, 10
fully loaded bicycles, and 15 fully loaded rucksacks, Late in the day at
1830 hours vic XT590510 the Air Cav Trp of the 11th ACR engaged an additioml
15 VC resulting in 5 VC KIA,

On 18 Mar, one day ahead of that planned as D-day, the 3d Bde, 1st Inf
Div, and 11th ACR commenced participation in Operation Atlas Wedge with init-
ial deployments, The planned program for deploymemt was not followed in act-
ual execution,

TF 1-28 planned to commence operations on D-day Wilh Hgq/1-28 Inf moving
by rotary wing from Lai Khe to FSPB lorraine viec XT708400, Co C was to con-
duct an airbone assault vic XT657490 and establish FSPB Picardy vic XT 659492,
Co D was to move by rotary wing from Thurder II to FSPB Lorraine, A troop
from 1~4 Cav and a platoon from B/2-34 Arm would move uverland from Lai Khe
to FSPB Lorraine, The task force, after initial deployment, would attack
to seize its initial Objective 10 (Amex A, OPORD 7-69 of Volume II, this
report) and conduct a search of the objective area,

On the same day, TF 1-4 would move overland from Di An to Lai Khe, ass-
ume OPCON of A/1-28 Inf, move north on Hwy 13 to Thunder I and attack west to
seize and search Objective § (Annex A, GPORD 7-69).

Still on D-day the 1-18 Inf (=-) was to conduct an airborne assault from
Lai Khe to an LZ vie XT630412 and attack north to seise Objective 4 (Annex A,
OPORD 7-69).

Finally TF 1=11 would commence operations by moving into the Michelin
from the east and corduct RIF operations in the nortiwestern edge of the Mich-
elin from We XB&O5522 to XT582578., It would be followed by the 3-11 Cav (=)
which would search the western portion of the 11th ACR A0 in the Michelin from
vie XT605520 to XT563522 to XT562578. A/2-28 would be deployed ahead of the
moving columns to secure the engineer sweep teams engaged in mine clearing
operations,

Artillery deployments in support of the operation would occur on D-day
with movement by rotary wing of A/2-33 Arty (105) and E/2-33 Arty (4.2") to
PSFB Picardy, overland move of a Plat/D/8-6 Arty (8") to Thunder II, over-
land move of B/8-6 Arty (155) from Thunder II to a location vic XT613520,
and rotary wing mve of D/1~5 Arty (105) from Lai Khe to a location vic XT
613520, The field location of the final two units listed above was init-
ially known as FSPB Tipperary, subsequently as F3PB Doc,

This initial planning envisioned the units using multiple routes into
tre Michelin from the east sc aa to sweep and enclose the enemy in the final
area of operation, The 11th ACi had options of moving southwest from An Loc
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through Minh Thanh along Hwy 245, generally west from Chan Thanh (Thunder
III) on Hwy 239, or west along Boundary Road (Giant Swath), a Rome plow cut
running west from Thumder III, into the Michelin, The 3d Bde could use the
Boundary Road approach and Hwy 240 running morthwest from Ben Cat to the
Hieh‘lino

However, with advancement of D-day from 19 Mar to 18 Mar, a number of
options and planned actions were affected,

Initially TF 1-11 assumed OPCON of A/1-5 Cav, 1st Cav Div (AM), effect-
ive 180600 Mar due to circumstances previously mentioned.

On 18 Mar TF 1-28, under OPCON of the 3d Bde, initiated operations by
establishing FSPB Picardy vic XT659492 from which RIF and night patrol oper-
ations were conducted south of the Michelin, The planned use of FSPB Lorraine
was not exercised to the extent fiiinted due to the tight time schedule., TF
1=4 moved overland from Di An to commenss RIF and night patrol operations
west of Thunder I wic XI749453. The 1-18 Inf (=) moved by rotary wing from
Lai Khe to commence RIF and night patrol operations south of the Michelin,
This unit encountered the first significamt contact of the operation among
units with the 3d Bde as, during the evening hours, an ambush patrol from
C/1=18 Inf vic XP596470 sngaged an unknown sise enemy force for approximately
two hours resulting in 1 US killed and 7 US wounded, Subsequent battlefield
searches produced ii enemy KIA, 1 radio, 2 RPG launchers, 8 AK 478 and eneny
maps ard docurents,

Units of and under OPCON of the 11th ACR commenced operations with TF
1=-11 movement overland from Thunder II viec XI'782556 to the Michelin to com-
mence RIF and night patrol opsrations. Any plan to use Hwys 245 and 239 as
multiple approach routes would have been difficult due to the one day advance
in operations, Significant contact with ensxy forces was estahlished by Trps
B and C of that task force at 1600 hours vie XT600510, A total of 24 enemy
were killed.in a Wrief 15 minute contact while 4 US soldiers were wounded,

Simultanseous with these actions the 3/11 Cav moved overland from pos—
itions east of Lal Khe to the Michelin via Bouniary road behind TF 1-11 as
planned, Co M (~) of this unit participated in the most productive contact
of this first day of operations vic XI'575555 when it engaged and ldlled 34
of an unknown sise force., In addition, 5 enemy PWs, 2 51 cal Mis and 1 light
méchine gun were captured., Other elements of the 3/11 Cav, Trps L and H, engaged
enemy units in the late afternoon vic XI'565550 and XT574544 resulting in 12
enemy killed at a cost of 12 US wounded,

Throughout the 18th of Mar the Air Cav Trp of the 11th ACR engaged groups
of enemy forces in the nortrern Michelin resulting in 39 enemy killed (confirmed)
and 12 enemy killed (possible),

On 19 Mar TF 1-28 continued a search of Objective 10 and attacked morthe-
east to seize and search Objective 7 (Annex A, OPORD 7-69), The 1-18 Inf (=)
attacked northwest to seize ard search Objective 8. These units experienced
little contact on this date,
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However, action with elemsnts of the 11th ACR continued at high levels

on 19 Mar 69 during search operations in the northern half of the Michelin,
In the late aftermoon at 1800 hours Trp B of TF 1-11 engaged and killed 24
eneryy and eaptured 1 PW in a 20 minmute skirmish vic XI'553521, Shortly there-
after elements of the Cividian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) from the Minh
Thanh Special Forces Camp, operating with the 11th ACR, encountered an enemy
force vic XI562576, After a quick exchange of fire the contact broke, Co M
and Trp L/3-11 Cav moved to reinforce and reestablished contact approximately
15 minutes later, A two howr contact supported by light fire teams, artillery,
and Air Force CL7 "Spooky" aireraft, resulted in 24 enemy killed and one capt-
ured.

Adjustments were made in the Task Organization of elements of the 11th
ACR on 19 Mar with new allignment as follows,

TP 1-11 3-11 Cav (=)
B/1-~11 H/2-11 (-1 Plat)
C/1-11 L/3-11
D/1-11 M/3=11 (=1 Plat)
A/2~28
D/2-28
A/1=5
How/1=11

TF 1-28, after ambushing vic XT6149 and XT6250 during the evening of

19 Mar, moved on 20 Mar to mobile blocking positions along the stream from
IT6054 to XT6158, TF 1-i4 moved from ambush positions vic XT7053 and XT6853
to blocking poaitions vic XP6154, The 1-18 Inf (~) moved from ambush pos-
itions to occupy blocking poaitions along the southeastern edge of the Mich-
elin from XI'5960 to XT5747. Again thess units experienced little enemy con—
tact with the event of greatest note being the captureof a 12,7 mm anti-air-
craft machine gun vic XT'%93503 by D/1=28 Inf, The 1-18 Inf (-) participation
in Atlas Wedge terminated this date as the unit was moved by rotary wing from
south of the Michelin to Di An.

Again 20 lMar proved a lucrative day for 1i1th ACR elements operating in
the northern Michelin, A major engagement in the operation occurred at mid-
morning with insertion of the Aero Rifle Platoon vic XT'595575 to conduct bamb
damage assessment missions, The platoon began to receive fire at 1130 hours,
As contact developed, the unit was reinforced by a platoon from M/3~11 Cav,
a platoon from L/3-11 Cav, and Trp C/1-5 Cav, the 18t Cgy Div (AX) unit,
Light Fire teams, artillery, tactical air strikes, and Air Force Spocky air-
oraft supported the contact which continued sporadically unmtil 1745 hours.
Total results were 1 US KIA and 12 US wounded while 74 enemy killed were
counted in subsequent searches with 28 AK 47 and 20 SKS rifles captured,

Task organization underwent further cha on 20 Mar as operational con-
trol of A/2-28 and A/1-5 wag transferred to 3/11 Cav and a CIDG Company was
given to 3-11 Cav.
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On 21 Mar TP 1-28 conducted RIF operations in areas southeast of the
Michelin while TF 1~ conducted reconnaissance-in-force operations north
to blocking positions vic XI'6154 and Xr6155, TF 1=11 and 3-11 Cav comtin-
ued search operations in the northeastern portion of the Michelin., There
were very few angagements on this date and none of major proportions, Dur-
ing the early morning hours FSPB Picardy received 18 to 20 rounds of 60 mm
mortar fire which caused no casualties or damags., During the day the Air
Cav Trp of the 11th ACR engaged two small groups of enemy resulting in a
total of 4 VC killed, The 3-11 Cav moved from the operational area overland
to PSPB Doc (XT'413520) in preparation for termination of its participation
in Atlas Wedge.

On 22 Mar TF 1-28 was moved overland from field positions to FSPB Picardy.
TF 1-4 comtinued search operations vic XT6154 and was transferred to OPCON of
11th ACR for continued operations in the Michelin, Elemsnts of the 3~11 Cav
terminated participation with an overland move from FSPB Doc to positions
east of Lal Khe, TF 1~11 continued search operations northeast of the Miche-
lin, 7.he major contact of the day occurred when the Air Cav Trp sighted 13
VC vie XPA00625, C/1-11 moved to the area and engaged the enemy sporadically
for approximately four hours suffering 5 US wounded while killing 11 of the
eneny and capturing 1 P¥ and one AK 47 rifle,

On 23 Mar the 1-28 Inf (~) conducted reconnaissance operations to the
east of FSPB Picardy without significant contact, Feanwhile TF 1~11 and TF
1=4 continued search operations northeast of the Michelin, Realligned task
organigsation for TF 1-11 and TF 1-4 was as follows.

TF 1=11 TF 1eby
B/1=-11 C/1=4
C/1=~11 A/1-28
D/1=11 A/2=28
H/2=11 (=) Plat/B/1<k
D/2-28

Plat 919 Engr

Again the only contact of mote on this date was with the Air Cav Trp which
gighted 10 VC vic XI'598562 and engaged them resulting in 4 VC KIA, A later
search of the area by C/1-11 Cav located 3 AKX 47s, 1500 1lbs of rice, and
miscellaneous medical supplies,

On 24 March 69 TF 1=28 continued to comduct reconmaissance-in-force amd
night ambush operations vic FSPB Picardy experiencing several small contacts
throughout the day, In the early morning RCN/1-28 sighted approximately 25
VC 500 meters from their poaition vic XI'649471. The enemy force was engaged
with artillery resulting in 6 VC KIA (Poss). At approximtely the same time
an ambush petrol from RCN/1-28 engaged and killed 3 ememy, A light fire team
supporting the contact was also credited with 3 VC KIA, Later in the morning
RCN/1-28 agaln engaged 2 YC vic XT6494T1, killing one of them,

| [ICLASSFIED

} futenty MAD 2735 1[ {
~ sen l"‘// '

t“;" C A/J!




e

Reproduced at the Natona! Archives

CONFIDENTIAL

Un the same day TF 1-11 continued overland movement from its field
positions northeast of the Michelin to Thunder II and terminated its par-
ticipation in the Operation, Operational control of TF 1~k returned to 3d
Bde effective 241500 Mar thus removing the 11th ACR from the Uperation as
a control headquarters, Records indicate that TF 1«4 i3 referred to as TF
Haponski after this date,

Again 25 Mar found TF 1-28 and TF Haponski conducting RIF and ambush
operations near FSPB Picardy and northeast of t:e Michelin respectively.
Neither element experienced aignificant comtact, TF Haponski moved elements
into and occupied FSPB Doc¢c on 25 Mar,

The next significant engagement for either of the units occurred on 28
Mar when, early in the morning hours, FSPB Doc was subjected to a heavy in-
direct fire and groumd attack from several directions, Enemy strength was
egtimated in excess of one company. The engagement resulted in 4 US KIA ard
26 US WIA with 2 tanks and 1 APC suffering damage. A sweep of the perimster
area Jjust after daylight and on 1 Apr located 10 enemy KIA and 2 RPG launchers.
Scattered small engagemsnts and attacks by fire conmtinued throughout the area
during the morning.

Conmtact in the area of operation was negligible again until 30 Mar when
TF Haponski engaged in one of tre most significant contacts of Atlas Wedge.
On 30 Mar, task organization, after several previous adjustments, was as fol-

lows,
1=28 Inf (Picardy) TF Haponaki (Doc)
B/1-28 B/ 1=d
C/1-28 C/ 1=
D/1-28 D/1-11(=)(OPCON)
RCN/1~28 PLAT/A/1-28
A/2-28
PLAT /B/2<34

On 30 Mar TF Haponski was to comduct RIF with three teams from FSPB Doc,
TM C/1-4 Wwas to RIF to vic XI'570550, T¥ B/t-4 was to move to blocking posit=
ions vic XT585552, and TM D/1-11 was to RIF to vic XI'583558, Contacts oce-
urred early and continued through the major part of the day. At 0750 hours
vie XI585535 Tm C engaged a small force resulting in 7 W KIA, At 0835 hours
at the same location an estimated ememy platoon was engaged. This brief con-
tact resulted in 3 US KIA and 5 US WIA, Later at 0910 hours the Hq section
of 1~ Cav was fired upon vic XI'566548 with contact breaking scon thereafter,
A search locsted 5 VC KIA, Tm D/1=11, in process of exscuting its RIF mission,
first engaged the enemy vic XI575546 at 0920 hours during which 1 US was killed
and 6 wounded, Activity intensified at 1030 hours as the third of the three
teams, Tm B/1-h, made contact vic XI'560555, As the comtact was supported by
artillery, tactical air strikes, and hunter idller teams, Tm C/1=) moved to
reinforce, This one hour engagement resulted in 52 VC KIA and 21 weapons
captured while US forces suffered 11 killed and 13 wounded, A 31 lar sweep
4% the area located 4 additional wounded PWs, A contact was reestablished
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in this same area at 1525 hours by Tm B which broke almost immediately.
The contact resulted in 7 eneny killed and one enemy wounded captired while
there was one US wourded,

Search and RIF operations around the two FSPBs (Picardy and Doe) and in
the northern Michelin continued during the period 31 Mar « 2 Apr. On 2 Apr
TP Haponski was alerted to prepare to discontinue operations in the Michelin
ard disestablish FSPB Doc. These actions did occur on 3 Apr as TF Haponski
moved overland to vis FSPB Lorrains thus effectively terminating tst Infantry
Division participation in Atlas Wedge, The CIDG Compary was moved by rotary
wing to Minh Thanh the same date. The 1«28 Inf continued to operate out of
FSPB Picardy after this date but not as a participant in Atlas Wedge,

13,(C) P Operations:

‘ Psychologlcal operation support was conducted in two phases, The first
was the softening up phase where the VWC/NVA units were warned of their impend-
ing defeat., The second phase conaisted of the support of combat operations
related to the operation. This phase included both preplanned targets as
well as quick reaction responses to units in contact, The division dropped
over 2,130,000 leaflets in support of the operation with approximately 750,
000 in the first phase, 1,000,000 in the second phase, and 380,000 in Quick
Reaction,

Approximately 15130 minutes of loudspeaker hours were flown with the
brealdown as followss 1st plane = 4 hours, 2nd plans = 5 howrs, Jrd plane
« {Quick Reaction) 6:30 hours.

Leaflets used in support of the operation were:

a, Phase I
(1) Safe conduct passes, Target VC/NVA,

(2) Message to the 7th NVA warning them of their eventual defeat,
Target 7th NVA Division,

(3) Warning of B52 strikes, Target VC/NVA,

(1) Safe conduct passes, Targst VC/NVA

{2) Rally, you have lost leaflets, Target VC/NVA
(3) PFear of B52 strikes. Target VC/NVA

(4) Rally or die leaflst, Target VC/NVA

(5) Exploitation of ralliers from C~61 and A55,
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(6) Exploitation of ralliers,

Most units in contact had only safe conduct passes dropped with various
themes being broadcast,

14.(U) Logistical Operations: The concept of logistical support for units
engaged in Operation Atlas Wedge was primarily by rotary wing aircraft from
a fixed base camp area to temporary locations in the area of operations,
Battalion trains areas were situated at Lai Khe base camp, Trains personnel
secured all classes of supply from facilities at Lai Khe based upon requests
from units in the field., Supplies were then moved to resupply helicopter
pads, loaded/rigged, and moved by helicopter external load to the field loc-
ation,

15.(U) Engineer Operations: Operation Atlas #edge was supported by the 1st
and 2d Squads, Co B, 1st Engineer Bn, The squadas performed a total of four
mine sweep operations in support of 1= Cav elements, In addition they were
needed on numerous occasions to provide assistance in the destruction of mun-
itions and booby traps and clearing of tunnel complexes, The two squads per=-
formed in a wide range of their fundamental missions,

16.(C) Reswlts: (Incl 8)

a, Friendly losses:
(1) KIA: 22
(2) WIA: 100

b. VC Personnel Losses:
(1) KIACBC): 421
(2) KIA(Poss): 115
(3) Pde 16

c. VC Equipment Losgses:
(1) Weapons: 20(Cs), 103(SA)

17.{U) Lessons Learned:

a, Item: Mansuvering of tracked wvehicles in rubber,

(1) Observation: Rubber plantations offer advantages and disad-
vantages in terms of maneuverability for eavalry operations,

(2) Evaluation: In the Michelin Plantation during Operation Atlas
Wedge cavalry units fournd north-south movement relatively free of complicat-
ions, east-west movement alightly less so, and diagonal movement extremely
difficult, The grain of the rubber trees, i.,e, the direction in which rows
are planted, and distance between rows of trees are the critical factors,
There is an advantage in that rows of rubber trees assist in control of for-
mations since they serve to keep vehicles properly dispersed, There are
difficulties when encountering obstacles since maneuvering from one row to
the next can be g difficult proposition, particularly if the adjacent row
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is occupied by another vehicle, There is real danger in passing the enemy
in his bunkers to the extent that he is located between two wehicles. The
enemy has a flank shot at both vehicles; in addition the wehicle engaged
from the flank must return fire on enemy with friendly elements directly
beyond in line of fire.

(3) Recommendations: The 1-4 Cav, through testing of several man-
euver methods during this operation, found that movemsnt forward with one
empty row of rubber between adjacert wehicles best suited all advantages and
disadvart.ages simltaneously. Vehicles were closs enough together to pre-
clude hypassing enexy bunkers and thus permitting him the flank shot., At
the sams time the single empty row between vehicles permitted maneuver to
the flank in event an obstacle were encountered (i.e. deadfall, ant hills
such as are found in the Michelin, ete.) Finally the 1=k Cav accepted the
fact that diagonal movement was virtually imposaible and accounted for that
fact in its planning of operations,

b, Jtem: Anticipat ) AC

(1) Observation: During Uperation Atlas Wedge eneny forces dis=
played a propensity for quickly returning to areas of operation which are
vacated by US forces,

(2) Evaluation: Much of the 1st Division success in Operation
Atlas iiedge can be traced to the decision to remove all forces from the
Michelin temporarily in order to permit the Plantation to f£ill1 again with
eneny., The enemy did, in fact, move back into the Plantation on the heels
of the US departure, thus allowing himself to be once again fixed in locat-
ion, Eixing the enemy is often a difficult achievement for US forces, This
same type of propensity to move into woids left by departing US forces was
svidernced when the ensmy moved into FSPB Do¢ a few hours after it was dises-
tablished, For a more complete discussion ses interview with LTC Negaard at
Incl 4. In connection with the enemy's return to the Michelin, the 1-4 Cav
felt, in retrospect, that destruction of fortifications in the Michelin prior
to the initial departure would have enhanced their success on return, On
their return they fourd the enemy had recccupied many of the sams bunkers
from which he had been origionally evicted,

(3) Recommendation: That consideration be given to temporarily
departing selected areas of operation with expectation that the enemy will
return., Fixed fortifications should be destroyed prior to the temporary
departure in order to preclude the enemy's use of the fortifications when
US forees respter an area, This appears to be a techmique for fixing the
enery forces which has most merit when the area is one vital to the enemy's
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1y Incl WILLIAM W, CAMPIO
{~Interview Report: LTC Haponski Major, Infantry
2=Interview Report: CPT Selsor Commanding
3Interview Report: LTC Price/CPT Menjivar
h-Interview Report: LTC Negaard/MAJ Bemnett

S-Map of Operational Area

b=Summary of Tactical Air Support

7=Summary of B~52 Strikes

8=Summary of Results

9-Psychological Operations Leaflets

10-Photographs of Operation(16 each)

11=Tapes of Interviews(2 each 5" reels)
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COMBAT AFTLR ACTION INTLRVIEW

INTERVIEWiEE: LTC wWilliam C, Haponski, CO, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st
Infantry Division,

INTELVIEWRR: MAJ William v, Campion, CO, 17th Military History Detachment,
1st Infantry Division,

CAMPION: This combat after action interview is being conducted with LTC
William C, Haponski, Commanding Officer, tst Squadron, 4h Cavalry, 1st
Infantry Division, on 8 April 1969, at Lai Khe, Republic of Vietnam. LTC
Haponski assumed command of this Squadron on 5 January 1969. The interview
concerns the participation of his unit in operation Atlas Wedge during the
period 18 March to 2 April 1949.

Sir, in way of beginning, I wonder if you would describe your mission as you
saw it, or as it was given to you, your concept of how you would accomplish
that mission, and how you were organized for combat?

HAPONSKI: The mission was to seek out and destroy the NVA forces which int-
eiligence indicated were in the vieinity of the Michelin Plantation, both in
the rubber and in the jungle areas surrourding the plantation., My task org-
anization was initially Bravo Troop and Charlie Troop of the 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry, each having an infantry platoon and an engineer squad, During
the course of the operation, I added at one time Delta Company of the ist
Squadron of the 11th Armored Cavalry Hegiment, I also picked up responsi-
bility for a Fire Support Base titled Doc which had Alpha Company of the 2-
28 Infantry securing it, along with a 105 battery from Lrawo Btry, 2-33
Artillery, and a 155 platoon with three tubes, There were other miscellan-
eous attachments such as signal and special engineer attachments, Lateron,
Delta Troop of the 1-11 ACR was gwitched with Mike Company, 3-11 ACR, 1In
addition, during the initial stages of the operation, I also had Alpha Com-
pany, 1-28 Infantry attached, and I organized them much as a Cavalry Force
giving them substantial cavalry forces so they could operate in a mountain
fashion, They later left me during the course of the action.

CAMPION: Thank you, sir, As a second question, could you provide us a
brief narrative description of the operation between 18 Mar and 2 Apr?

Your more detailed observations on encounters on 30 and 31 March would

be interesting. These are the days of heaviest contact for elememnts of
your unit,

HAPONSKI: From 1:* through 21 March we comducted jungle busting operat-

ions in the vicinity of the Michelin, both to the east of it and to the
south and east of it, During this period we found some evidence of recent
traffic, and we had one fairly sharp clash, Charlie Company, 1-4 Cav, Hq
elsment, 1st Squadron, 4h Cav, on 21 March contacted an estimated 2 NVA
tSRNedpadni bt@adusghtsctpd the circumstances were such that we could not man-
euver affectively against them, We had negative resulis on either side from
v
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Combat After Action Interview, Haponski continued.

From 22 through 25 March we operated in the Michelin Plantation, in the
rubber itsell, initially under the operational control of the 11th ACR.
Un the 18t day, the 22nd of March, we had a short contact with 2 NVA which
regulted in one killed and one captured who provided us valuable intelli-
gence information, That night in our RON position we received about an
estimated two squad probe and again there were negative casualties appar-
ently on either side, We continued our operations in the Michelin on the
following three days with some scattered contacts with negative results,
We found on the 24th a very large rice and munitions cache in the southern
of our area, There were brand new bunkers bullt in there, some of thenm
without overhead cover, and we had just begun to develop the total before
daylight ran out on us on the 24th, The NVA continued to probe us during
that period, and we returned fire at distances too great to have affected
ay Klls. On the 25th we continued to find bunkers and equipment and con~
ducted an extensive destruction program in one base ca.mp which resulted in
crushing or blowing about 150 newly constructed bunkers of the three to five
man or eight man variety, total capacity when fully occupled could be as
many as 1500 NVA, This base camp we destroyed, On the 25th of March we had
a sharp engagement with 3 NVA recon men in which we killed the three, The
Hgs section of the Squadron and the Hq section of Charlie Troop were actually
the ones most invwolved, We had two US wounded on that particular day but no
unit identification on these HVA,

From the 25th through the 29th of March, starting late on the 25th, we occu=
pled FSPB Doc with one troop this time, Une of my troops, bravo, was detach-
ed from me and moved south to another task force, Not much happened init-
ially around Doc, ve conducted RIFs to the northeast and Charlie Troop, 1-4
Cav, secured a downed chopper in which 5 were killed on the 27th, On the 22th
there was a major attack launched on the Fire Support Base beginning at 0220
hours, It was a magnificantly coordinated attack with massive mortar rounds
and RPGs coming in simultaneously exactly at that time to include machine

gun and AK fire from outside the perimeter, The mortar rounds landed squar-
ely in the cemter of the Fire Support Base and spread out on all sides into
the wire and out beyond the wire where my Charlie Troop was RONing - the bulk
of Charlie Troop, The RPGs came from all sides, and I could not begin to
estimate the number, The reports were that they were being fired from every
side of the perimeter, and I can personally verify by watching them come in
and listening to them that this was the case, As I szy, it was a magnificent=
ly coordinated attack - a standoff attack initially. The mortaring ceased
after a period of, I would estimate, 20 to 30 minutes and we were able to
evacuate the wounded and the dead. We sustained casualties both from the

RPG fire and from the mortar fire. In the initial stages of the attack we
had a contingency plan that one platoon of the Charlie Troop, upon any att-
ack, would sweep immediately outside arourd the perimeter, wagon wheel arourd
the perimeter, firing to the outside, This was done, and I feel this was

the determining factor in discouraging any major ground attack. The closest
that the NVA got to the wire was about 75 meters, I feecl that they probably
would have come in had they felt that they could take it; but with the Charlie
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Corbat After Action Interview, Haponski continued,

Troop platoon wheeling the perimeter and firing, it made it difficult for
them, Unfortunately during the course of this action, at about 0330 in the
morning, one of the Charlie Troop wehicles threw a track and another one be-
came bogged in a swamp just outside the Fire Support Base which immobilized
the platoon for a period long enough for the NVA to group and attack the pla-
toon. The platoon responded with massive fire powsr., We continued to call
in artillery which had bsen coming in all this time, amd this attack was de-
feated with the wounding of only one of our own men, The attack again was
launched with mortars and with RPGa and with small arms fire, The one thing
that did bother me all night long as we continued to receive this fire was
the twelve man patrol. This patrol we had in the stream bed about 500 met-
ers from our position, and it was obvious that there was a major attack on
the Fire Support Base, and for a perdlod of time we lost comiunications with
this patrol. And with all the firing that was going on, it was difficult to
tell if they were in difficulty. As it turned out, they were not, and the
night passed with no incident. The shell craters the next morning revealed
that there were in excess of 150 rounds of mortars -- 60s and 828 =-- and there
were three 107 rockets which were fired during the course of the attack, We
could not estimate how many RPGs were fired from outside the perimster. Many
of t-em were launched as mortars in the standoff attack from I would estimate
anywhere from 200 to 400 meters out. In the morning, General Smith came to
survey the situation, and shortly after that, I believe it was around 0830,
General Talbott came, As General Talbott was talking to me on the western
edge of the perimeter, ancther rortar sttack hit just outside the perimeter
along with RPGs, This time the entire Cavalry Troop was outside the perimeter,
and they se i{he spot from where the RPGs were launched. They immediately
went to it and raked it with fire, Unfortunately apparently the asmall ele-
ment that had fired the RPGs had escaped before we were able to close with
them, The sniping comtinued around the Fire Support Base until about noon-
time and afl.ar that f)ere was no more activity, That then is a recap of the
everhs of the night of the 28th - the attack on the Fire Support Base.

Cn. the 29th we conducted RIFs locally and on the 30th went back into the Mich-
elin, The plan was to put down an AVLB in the southern edge of my area of
opsrations and to sweep north, However, in moving the AVLB in position at
first light, we made a cormtact with a asizsable force, It was at least a
piatoon, and the report was that they were fleeing north., In the fire fight
three of my men were killed and addif’onal ones were wounded, Since the
report was that they were going north, 1 immediately discontinued putting
the AVLB in and sent one Troop to the north on the eastern side of a streanm
in an attempt to cut the fleeing NVA off, ard in fact it turned out that
they did just this, They hooksd intc them as they made a western move and
immediately came under fire and returned f{ire on both sidea of the colum
to the north and to the south, My feeling was that the major portion of
the enemy was still to the south of them after having outraced them to the
north, Consequently I turned the Troop to the south on line, brought my
Delta Company of the 11th Cav in, and turned them on line, Thus with Char-
lie Company of the 1«4 Cav and Delta of the 1-~11 Cav on line, we began our
sweep south. Bravo Troop at this time had been swecping to the morth on
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Combat After Action Interview, Haponski continued.

the eastern side of the stream, and I brought them into a position just to
the rear of the two southern sweeping elements. te had barely begun the
sweep when Delts Company was hit by heavy RI'G fire and small arms fire, In
this engagement one tank was kmocked out and one man was killed, I received
the report agsin that large numbers of the enemy were {leeing to the south,
and I therefore echeloned Charlie Troop facing gemerally south, but with
their right flank further extended than the left in an attempt to form a
block, as I moved Braw Troop through the Dalta Company which had sustained
the casualties and, in my opinion, was not ready to press on with the fight,
Bravo Troop passed through Delta Company, and by this time I had closed two
sides of a square: Charlie Troop facing east, forming a2 block and engaging
the enemy as they fled southj DPraw Troop pressing through Delta Comparny and
going to the south across the front of the blocks Braw Troop wernt through
with all weapons firing, putting out an amasing volume of fire as a Cavalry
Troop can, and yet they ran imto a second screan of SVA RPG men,(It was) a
very strong screen, and this screen hit three of their vehicles and caused
severe casualties, The total killed for Bravo Troop in those three wvehicles
was eight, Drawo Troop, however, did continue to press the attack after
pulling back to reorganize. And when Bravo Troop hit this second line of
RPG men, I had my first set of fires on station and began putting in sets of
fighters, I belleve the total was six, into the box that was formed by Bravo
Troop on the north, Charlie Troop on the west, and the open stream on the
east. The only flank that was rnot covered by foreces or by Air Cavalry
screonding was the south, and we were putting the air strikes in that area in
the box to the south and artillery across the south, As a matter of inter-
est, one of the prisoners whom we captured the neaxt day who had been wounded
—we captured four of them down to the south, Une of them indicated that
about 60, he thought, had managed to flee south, many of them wounded, His
group of ten then split up into a smaller group of four and the disruption
was caused in fact by the artillery and the punships and the airstrikes that
were put imto the south, So apparently large numbers of casualties were in-
flicted on the fleeing enemy by the blocking fires, I svept Charlie Troop
across the contact area to the east., We did mot take time to pick up weap-
ons or count casualties or anything like this, They merely grenaded bunkers
as they went and went all the way across in front of Braw Troop. Then
Bravo Troop was brought down to the south grenading bunkers and pulling out
the dead NVA, collecting weapons and equipment. Unfortunately my time ran
out, and it got dark before we weare able to complete our sweep through this
complex, Therefore I feel that the total body count in the two days of op-
erations of 90 killed and 6 captured was only a portion of the body count
that we would have gotten had we not run ouwt of daylight, A8 a matter of
fact, for the next two days as we were sweeping the area we found areas where
NVA had bean burdied, where they had been dragged off, and many blood trails
going off in all directions from the area of contact. OUwr feeling is, bzsed
on the intelligence that we gained from this contact, that we hit squarely
into at least one NVA rifle company ard one artillery company from the 7tih
NVA Division, #ith a total body count of 90 and 6 Pvs, it is obvious that
those two companies at least are now combsat ineffective, The operations after
the 30th of March and for the next three days until the 2nd of April, while
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we remained in the ¥lchelin, were sweeps, destruction of bunkers, finding of

rore equipment, poking as many possible areas as we could to devalop the situation,
But we had no more enery contact after the 31st, I believe I mentioned earlier
that on the second day of the coperation we did in fact kdll four and capture

four,

CAMPION: Sir, another question here, How do you view these operations in the
rubber plantation, the Michelin Plantation, recalling the area which is more
routine for your operations in the vicinity of Di An = Phu Loi? In other
words, how do you look at the Michelin Plamtation as an ares of operation

for armor?

HAPONSKI: Unquestionably the !dchelin and areas like this are where the 1st
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, should be in terwms of Division resources in ry opinion,
we can operate in the Plantation with no problem whatsoever, We can bring
our massive firepower to bear, and we can maneuver, Of course we can do the
same thing in the Di An area and in the Phu Lol area, but we don't find major
KVA forces down thers; and we find ourselves doing such things as poking arourd
back yards with sticks to try to find a tunnel or two, This has a deleterious
effect on the units after a whils, They don't get to feel that theay are opere
ating as Cavalry classically can operate, So we look upon the Michelin operae
tion as a challenge, It was the first major engagement for this squadron since
last fall when the Squadron went .orth to the An Loc - Lo¢ Ninh area, again in
the rubber, and scored very well. For Charlie Troop it was the first major
engagement since May of last year, All the people are new; all of the peo-
ple were inexperienced, Charlie Truop in the D1 An area hadn't even had a
small contact. Bravo Troop had had a few small contacts in the Di An area,
but as a whole we must say that the 30th of March, or 1 suppose we could say
the 28th of March - the attack on the Fire Support Base «— and the 30th of
March in the rubber, were the first rceal tests for this Squadron in a long
time, I am pleased with the opportunity to be able to operate in this area,
The unit morale is highj the troops like it,. For one thing it is cool under
the trees in the rubber, *hey can operate, and they feal that they are doing
the job that the Cavalry can do. I especially like to operate with my Delta
Air Troop in the rubber and arourd the fringes of the rubber with the whole
Squadron conducting sweeps and gaining intelligence as the classical Cavalry
Squadron is designed to do,

CAMPION: Sir, as a closing question to this imterviewy, did you or your unit
bring away from the operation any pertinent lessons learned?

HAPONSKI: e most certainly did., One of the lessons that we luarned was the
importance of accurate reporting. I am convinced in my mind that we sus-
tained soms casualties because of erroneous reports, or incomplete reporis
perhaps I should say, These were reports given in the heat of battle which
a mere seasoned unit perhaps would mot have given, I am thinking specifice
ally of the report that the ensmy was fleeing south which was given to me
which was my reason for passing Bravwo Troop without waiting for an artillery
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Combat After Action Interview, Haponski contimued.

preparation in the area, Of course with enemy units fleeing south in droves
as they were reported, and with the massive firepower of the Cavalry, the
thing to do in my mind is to pursue; and this is what we did., However, what
was not reported was that the enemy apparently was in bunkers which were un-
known to uws and that they in fact had an extensive RPG screen and this is what
caused the casualties when Bravo Troop passed through. The casuslties that
Delta sustained were no more than casualties normally sustained in a combat or
a fleeting combal of this nature., But the ones that were sustained were def-
inately from troops that were well entrenched in bunkers -well disciplined
troops and those that would stand up in the face of cannister rounds, 50 calw
iber, small arms fire delivered at them by the Cavalry Troop as it progressed,
And had I had a more accurate report, if it could have baen given by my sub-
ordinate commanders at that time, we would have held up for the artillery rre-
paration in that particular area, As it was, I put my air in; but my air was
south of the point of heaviest contact due to the obvious requirement to keep
the impact away from the friendly troops. That is one lesson that we learned,
the absolute necessity of accurate reporting even in the heat of battle.

Another lesson is in reference to operating in the rubber, Generally speaking,
as I saild, we can maneuver very well in the rubbser., However, in the lichelin
you can maneuver very well in only one direction and that is north and south,
You can mansuver fairly well in an east - west direction, and you can't man-
euver at all if you are going across the grain of the rubber., The Michelin
from the air looks nice and c¢lean, as if you ought to be able to drive down
these roads with no problem, But, in fact, due to artillery, air strikes,
and natural causes, these lanes are clogged in many cases with trees, There
are bunkers in them, There are huge anthills which have to be by-passed, So
it is not jJust a question of getting on line and sweeping through a rubber
plantation, You have to mansuver in the plantation, arnd you have to plan
your maneuver in this particular case so that you go north - south or east -
wast, and not in ons of the diasginal directions., The streams play an imp-
ortant role in the Michelin, They can be both & hindrance ard a help, They
ars a help in that they provide good control features, they provide avenues
where you can place yowr artillery and your air, arnd effectively block. And
of course they also block your movement, An AVLB is absolutely necessary

for operation in this area., In fact you must have two of them in case one
mal functions, The AVLB itself 18 not adaptable to being pushed through the
trees, so that you have to plan your approaches to your stream ¢rcesings
carefully and you must have good englineer support with you at all times,

Another lesson that we learmed is that you take time to blow bunkers if at
all possible. We did this when we first went into the Michelin on the 22nd,
but we were called out to allow the Michelin to f£ill up with NVA forces and
to go back in on the 30th which was, in fact, what happened, But in pulling
out early, we were unable to destroy many bunkers, and these bunkers that we
did not destroy, that we in fact did mot even locate, were the ones that
caused bravo Troop the casualties in that short and fierce engagement. We
know that you must destroy these bunkers., They are fairly easy to build
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again - true; but nevertheless if you are going back in in a hurry, these
bunkers at lcast will not be ones that the NVA will be fighting from,

About the only other lesson I can think of that we learned is that the art-
illery employment in the Plantation i1s as inperastive as it is anywhere, The
rubber trees are easy to see through relatively by an LOH flying at treatop
level, And in this respect the Air Cavalry is invaluable because they can
count the bunkers and they can msrk the bunkers very easily. It is not like
in the jungle area where you have a dense canopy. The LOH down in the tree-
tops can in fact spot these bunkers and can spot active base camps, The Cav-
alry should be employed with its Air Cavalry Troop in rubver plantations, and
it should be prepared to use all the artillery and air as in any engagement

that it possibly can,

CAMPION: This corkbat after action interview has been conducted with 1io
7111iam C, Haponski, the Commarnding Ufficer of the 1st Squadron, A4th Cav-
alry of the 1st Infzntry Division and concerns the participation of his
unit in operation Atlas Wedge during the period 1¢ Fareh to 2 April 1949,
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COMBAT AFTLIv ACTICN INToRVIMW

IN/LRVIEwzh: Captain James L. Selsor, Commanding ufficer, Troop G, ist
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry “ivision.

INTuRV1k#ER: Major william ~, Campion, Comnanding Ufficer, 17th Military
History Detachment, 1st Infantry Uivision.

CAMPION: This combat after action interview is being conducted with CPT
James L, Selsor, Commanding Officer, Troop C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry,
of the tst Infamtry Division at Lai Khe Republic of Vietnam, on the &th of
April, 1969. The interview concerns the participation of his unit in op-
eration Atlas Wedge with particular emphasis placed on the period of 30 -
31 March 1969, during which time his unit engaged in one of the heavier
contacts of the 1-4 Cav in this operation., CPT Selsor, 1 wonder if you
could give us a narrative descriptionaf your observations of the activities
on the 30th and 318t of March? These are the days of heaviest contact for
your unit.

SELSQOR: e had been in the Michelin about four days before we went into
this operation, and the days we had been in there we had had small con-
tact with a total of 5 NVA, It was finally decided that these were recon
forces so the concept was to pull back into Doc, pull everybody out of

the Michelin in the hopes that we would get a main force in there, Ve
pulled out for a total of about three days I believe it was, The concept
of the operation for that morning when we left was for my troop to lead,
and I had two AVLBs with me. There was one creek running before you act-
ually get imto the rubber where we had to launch the bridge to get across.
We were then to go into the Michelin, and there are natural barriers there,
There is a stream that runs north and south which splits our A0 of the
¥ichelin in half, Before when we had operated in there, we had to go far-
ther north to get acrosa the creek, +e had to go quite far north imto our
40 in order to get across the creek and then sweep south in this area where
we had found base camps. The concept that morning was to launch a bridge,
an AVLB, across the creek at a southern point, go across it, and then get
on line and sweep north up through the base camp area, we left at 0545

in the morning, We had the first bridge in place by 0630. We had gone
across that with mo incidents, Ve had cut up through the rubber and cut
up to the place where we plamned to put the AVLB in, we were still in col-
umn, I was in column with three platoons in column and my troop headquar-
ters behind the 1st platoon. The third platoon was leading, and the third
platoon leader had the AVLB with him,

CAMPION: 1 wonder if I could interject a question here and ask you to give
me a general statement or two about what other troops or elements of the
task force were doing aimultaneously with your novement in column?

SELSOR: The Squadron had Bravo Troop and also had Delta Troop from the
1-11 ACR which was the tank company. Bravo was supposed to sweep north
on the east side of the stream, ve were crossing over to the west side,
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued.

Bravo was supposed to sweep north on the sastern side. The tank company
was supposed to follow me across, and they were to be part of my right
flank and sweep north along with me. So they were right behind me in the
column of march. We reached the second AVLB site, and the platoon had
pulled up, and they had their squad of engineers with them who had dis-
mounted and started to sweep the road with security forces of their own,
There were about six men on the ground with a tank right behind them on
the road, The AVLB was directly behind them, and the tank was behind that
as gecurity, As we started to approach the creek, the platoon started to
sea people running through the woods, The first report we got was that
there were three NVA running north through the woods, and they were load-
ed with RPGs was the way it came across the air. 1 reported it to the
Squadron, and we were told to engags them, So we started to engage them
with 50 caliber and the main gun of the tank with HE rourds becauss we
were about 300 to 500 meters away from the wood line, which would make a
good shot with HE rounds, Just about the time the exchange of fire began,
an RPG or claymore exploded down by the bridge aite killing two of my men
that were down there securing the engineers and wounded two of the eng-
ineera, At the time of the comtact, we pulled the third platoon on line
facing west, There was a clearing across the creek, Ve were parallel to
the creek and on the opposite side of it shooting across the clearing in-
to the woodline « shooting at the NVA running north. +#We had the wounded
and the two KIAs laying on the ground in front of the AVLE,. We went up
and tried to see whether we could still launch the AVLB across the site
and determined that it was impossible, that the gap was too wide for the
AVLB to span. So we contimued to deploy morth, We had an alternate plan
in case the AVLB couldn't be launched there. We had an altermate plan
where we would go further north and cross at our normal crossing, get on
line, and sweep south, I'd be on the western flank, and the tank company
would be on my left on the eastern flank sweeping south, This was basic~
ally the plan we used, We moved up north, changed our formation into a
double column formation for added security since we had alrsady had a lit-
tle bit of contact. We went up to our normal crossing site and started
sweeping west, We swept straight west in a double colum formation, As
we got further west, we were about 300 meters beyond the stream where the
grain of the rubber makes it impossible to keep a double ocolumn formation,
before we got on line, As we werec getting to the point where we were go-
iig: to go on line and start sweeping south, 1 started receiving fire from
both sides of the road or trail that we were on = a trail that moves through
the rubber, e engaged at that time deploying into a herring-bone forma-
tion so we could bring fire to both sildes of the road. A herring-bone
formation is where the tracks just alternate the direction that they are
facing., We were all in column facing in one direction, and when we her-
ring-bone, one track turns to the left and the other turns to the right.
This way they can bring their 50 calibers, their 7.62 machine guns, and
also main guns in fire in opposite directions, It gives you all around
security. After the contact subsided, we couldn't actually see whether
we had inflicted any casualties at all. We took no casualties, We got
on line heading south, and the tank company came up behind us; and they
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued,

got on line heading south so at this time they were on my left flank, The
forces we saw running through the woods before we had turned across the
creck were about a platoon sise., Finally we had seen almost twenty to
thirty people running through the woods heading north. When we turned west,
I actually believe we cut them in half, That is why we received fire from
both sides. I think we were engaged probably with no more than a squad,
but we had eut them in half; and that is why they had to fight, amd they
really did not want to engage us at that time., I had previoualy neglect-
ed to state that when we moved out from our AVLB site - we had left that
deciding we couldn't launch the AVLB - arnd we were moving north paralell-
ing the creek, the main unit or the lsad unit, the 3rd platoon, spotted 3
NVA in a creek bed running and crouching in the creek bed running north.
We engaged them with a cannister round from the main gun killing two of
them, The third one got away in the creek bed because we could mot get
down in there with cur wehicles, we never did find him, We crossed the
creek and, a8 I said, we were on line heading south, We had gone about
200 to 500 meters south when the left flank, the tank company, was engaged.
All I Jgww of that contact is what I heard over the radic. I never act-
ually saw the contact, From what I heard over the radio, the tank company
on my left was starting to take heavy RPG rounds. And initially they had
one killed and one tank knocked out, and they held in places, In fact 1
think they backed off a little bit after they got the wounded out., They
backed up about 50 meters, I held in place, but ws were delayed in hold-
ing in place, We were sort of echelon, ve were ahead of them, maybe up
to a hundred meters ahead of them, and I was echeloned back to link up with
them, W"e stayed in place for about an hour and a half, We never actually
had any contact during this time except that my left flank element, which
was ry 3rd platoon, could see people running through the woods, They
would give me periodic reports that they could see five people, ten people,
anywhere up to twenty people, I think we counted a total of sixty people
running through the woods who they engaged with their 50 caliber, These
people were 600 meters away that we were shooting at so we never knew whet-
her we were hitting them or not, but we were putting fire down that way
directly to the south, This contact wag taking place about nine oclock,
I believe it was that time because I remember looking at my watch when we
were starting to put the AVLB in when.we had our first initial contact and
that was about 0730, Ard it would have taken us an hour and a half to get
to the position that we were in, maybe a little bit longer., But it was
nine oclock - ten oclock, scmewhere arournd in there, rhile we were in
position, they were bringing in artillery and light gun ships to the area
to our fromt on these people we saw running away and also close support.
And I could hear the Squadron Commander maneuvering Bravo Troop which had
besn sweeping north, He was swinging them around to cross the creek, and
his plan was to pass them through the tank company and continue our sweep
to the south, As Bravo Troop came on line, they were still getting close
support from the gunships, and I believe the Tac Air had started in about
that time also so we had 'I'ac Air support. Irave Troop broke through the
tank company, or passed through the tank company, and from what I could
hear, they hadn't gone more than fifty meters —- they were firing with
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Corbzt. After Action Interview, Selsor continued,

everything they had — before they were also engaged with heavy RPGs and
small arms fire, They took or it sounded as if they immediately toock 8
casualties - £ KIA and many wourded and losing about four tracks and at
least two ACAVs, The fire was so heavy that it forced them to pull back
also about on line with the tank company., I am not sure exactly how far
back they pulied, but I believe it was on line with the tank company. It
was at this time that we receiwved an order to flank the bunkers, W¥e had
received no fire over on my side., I was on the right flank, and we had
received no fire, So I held my left flank in place and swept around. e
did a turning movement so that we were facing east at this time, We had
sort of an "L" formation with Bravo and the tank company over on the north,
ard I was on the west, I had a north - south line facing east, igain we
received close air support, and we continuwed to move on through to the comtact
area, My right flank eloment never saw anything. They never had any con-
tact at all. There were a few bunkers that they threw grenades into, but
there was never any fire received from them. The left flank and part of
the conter platoon wers the ones that received the brunt of the fire which,
at this time was just sporadic., We received no HPG that I know of. we
Just received sporadic AK fire., I think the reason was that, when we were
sweeping west, the gun ports were all to the north; and the only things
that were facing us were the entrances and exits to the bunkers so that

the people in them couldn't actually fire at us very well, And as we roved,
I dismounted the infantry and also dismounted some of the people from the
trackd,. As the tracks moved along they threw haml grenades into the bunk=
ors and fired their small arms, their M16s, into the bunkers while the ad=-
vancing line kept 50 (cal) fire close into tie fmnt of the tracks to keep
their people in the bunkers to keep their heads down, They received some
secondary explosions in the bunkers, and actually we didn't stop to count
and see who we had inside the bunkers, There was fire coming from then

so we just threw the grenades in them and kept sweeping on through,

CAMPION: I wonder if, at this point, you could descrike the configurat-
ion of one of these bunkers and just axactly how one would go about throw-
ing a grenade in it if he were roving through the arez on a tracked vehicle
or beside a tracked vehicle: Particularly off a tracked vehicle,

SELSOR: The bunkers were "L" shaped would be the best way to describe them,
and at one end of the "L" was their firing port. This was facing north,
and at the other end of the "L" was the entrance or exit. This was a wider
opening, and it was more of a straight up arnd down type thing where it
would be difficult for a man to fire a weapon from it., So we came along
- gome of the tracks in the lead, if they kept up their 50 fire in there,
they would be unable to even poke their heads up to fire at us because the
50s were pretty good at going right through their overhead cover. We took
a look at it later and the 508 would go right through the dirt and the logs
and go into the bunker. 5o I imagine we were keeping their heads down,

ard as the track would pass by, the gunner would lean way out over the side
of the track and just drop a grenade down inside of it., It was a vertical
drop on most of them, «e also had dismounted peoples., (e were rumning about
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued.

four people per track so that we could dismount one or two and fire our
50s and drive the track and still have people on the ground throwing t'e
grenades, and I also had an infantry platoon with me,

CAMPION: I would gather that these were log and dirt bunkers with the sil-
houstte above the ground?

SELSOR: They rose Jjust slightly above the ground. I would say maybe two
or three fect was the hump of dirt above the ground, and then they were
sunk into the ground three or four feet so a short man could stand up ine
gide it, They were good sized bunkers, They had s firing port so that
they could stand up inside it and fire straight ahead, This was probably
why Bravo Trocp received their fire, The man could put an RPG in there
and fire with relative safety, and the way that we were coming they could
not fire at us very well, That is why we received only sporadic fire,

CAMPIO! Are you satisfied with the manner or the technique in which you
neutralized these bunkers? In retrospect, can you see a better way it
could have been accomplished?

SELSOR: 1 think I would change t' e formation just alightly. Instead of
putting all thres platoons on line, I think I would keep one in reserve,
#ith the infamtry back there, let the lead elements fire at the bunkers
and ¢ry to neutralize them that way and let this platoon in the rear be
the ones to throw the grenades in and actually sweep through the area and
make sure we had gotten everybody in themj because after we had made our
sweep all the way through, Bravo Troop swept south, And at this time it
(Trp B) was to our direct rear. And they were still finding people alive
in the bunkers where they were getting sporadic fire,

CAMPION: S0 the idea there then is that there 1s some value to having a
man on the grourd beside the bunker to make a thorough check of it rather
than going by on a vehicle?

JEL30R: Definately., The only thing the tracks could do was to keep their
heads down, and of course the grenade was the best weapon that we had out
there because, even though the 50s did penetrate the bunkers, I don't know
how effective they were inside., And you couldn't get anything else inside
there, So as long as you could keep their heads down so t at they weren't
shooting at you and get up close emough to get a grenade inside, that was
the best weapon that we had out there, You had to have the man on the
grourd to throw the grenade in there, #e continued to sweep to the east
until we reached the clearing, ve were now on the opposite side of the
creek where we tried to launch the bridge, ve came out into a clearing
across there, ¥e held on line there, and they had Brawvo Troop sweep south
to our rear, rhey did a fine (job) of policing up the battlefield, and
they were still finding people alive in there. As for the extent of the
aot.ol Tighting, this was the end of it for us. ve pulled into the clear=-
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued,
ing and resupplied out there,

CAMPION: All right. Could you give me an idea of the total distance you
moved during the duration of the morning? Also the physical dimensions
of the area in which you were operating, in other words - north and south,
east and west, how big an area were you operating in?

SELSOR: Well, I don't have a map with me, but when we moved out we moved
from Doc, Doc is, I'd say, maybe two miles from where we tried to launch
our bridge or where ws had our initial contact, From there we wert on up
to where our stream crossing site was; I would say three or four kilomet-
ers, We went across there going due east, and we went about four kilo-
meters and we got on line heading south, Now my formation was tihree plat-
oons on line heading south, HNow we usually use, or this day we used, three
to four rows of rubber between each vehicls., I extended on line then from
eight hundred to a thousand meters with my Troop. e learned also from
when the tank company got hit that they were too spread out, so we closed
it up later on and only had about one row of rubber between the tracks,
This was when we were making our assault, when we were this close, our
extensicon is about five hundred meters, Our assault across Bravo Troop's
fromt and the tank company's front was maybe two to three kilometers at
the moast into the clearing,

CAMPION. Can you give me your estimate at this point of the capabilities
of the znemy force that you faced? ihat is your assessment of his capab-
ility and abilities?

SELSOR: As I have said earlier, we received sporadic AK fire, In fact,

as we checked the bunkers for the next few days, I think we found a total
of about 5 AKs and I think that Brawvo Troop maybe turned up about the same
number. What t ey rsally seemed to be loaded with were RPGs, They have
found it to be an effective anti personnsl weapon, amd it is also effect-
ive against the tracks, So I think that this would be their basic weapon,
I really think that we surprised them that day, and that is why we saw
them running through the woods, But they had those bunkers prepared, and
what we ran into was probably a screening force that was screening for a
larger force that was running to the south. No one ever tried to give up,
although I don't know how much chance they had, But they fought until they
didn't have any ammunition. This maybe is another reason why we didn't
receive so ruch fire, As I say, we recsived some secondary explosions
when we were throwing grenades in the bunkers but not many. 5o they may
have fired all of their armunition at Braw Troop, and had nothing left,
This may be their biggest weakness = that they have only what they are car-
ryling on their backs, and thsy can't resupply that well in a big fire fight,

CAMPION: Then I gather you would describe them as a discirlined force that
did not wish to make comtact at that particular time?
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StLSOR: Yes, that would basically be it, because the bunkers we were
running into, although you could fire from them, I don't think that they
were fighting bunkers, They looked more like this was a staging area.
They were re-supply bunkers - a place where they had overhead cover from
air observation and a place where it was cool inside there, There was a
stream nearby, I'm sure it was a re-supply area or a staging area, and
they didn't want to make contact in there,

CAMPION: ‘vithout a map here, I am going to ask the Captain to describe
88 best he can the exact location of this bunker complex.

SELSOR: There are natural streams that cut the Michelin and there is this
upper rcriic. = the northeast portion —— and we were finding them in the
sout.lwest corner of this northeast portion. It was actually just a little
off center from the geographic center of the Michelin - just a little bit
northe:xst. nf the center of the Michelin., We had been working in that area
befors, as I said, maybe four or five days before we went in there, And
we had found this base camp area where we had found quite a large cache,
we had gone in there the next day with enginsers and blown up all these
bunkers, but when we went in there on this day of contact, all these bunk~
ers had been rebuilt. They had gone in there and completely rebuilt every-
thing we had destroyed,

CAMPION: Captain, in closing here let me pr&lace this question with the
remark that your unit or your armored element had mot had recent previous
experience operating in the rubber such as one finds in the Michelin,
Your area of operation is normally down arourd the Di An - Phu Loi area
or on occasion in jungle maybe, or near jungle, but not in a rubber plan-
tation as such, In view of that could you give me what you feel to be
your one or two most pertinent lessons learned from this engagement?

SELSOR: One of them, I have already mentioned, is that you can't be dis-
persed widely inside the rubber, We learned that in the initial contact.
Ard, as I said before this, we were putting four maybe five rows of rub-
ber between the tracks which just gives you visual contact, and it is may~
be twenty five meters between the vshicles, but when you are going into

a bunker complex, you can't see the bunkers until you are right on top of
them, 1f they get in between the tracks, they have got good flank shots
at the vehicles, In fact Bravo Troop took some flank shots, This is where
they got a lot of their casualties, because they had gone right through
the bunkers or right past them before they saw them, So we changed it
after that. ¥e would leave only one row of rubber between the vehicles.
This gives you enough room to maneuver your vehicles slightly if they run
into an obstacle where they can go into the next row and get back on line,
Ard also insures that you are mot going to lesave a bunker untouched, that
you are not going to go by one and leave it in between you, I think this
is the biggest lesson that we learned, Also you need depth to your for
mation if you run imto these bunkers. We went in there on line, all three
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued,

platoons on line, with just a few vehicles like my troop headquarters in
the rear the first time, If we went back in there again, as I said, I
would put another platoon in the rear with the ground elements to sweep
through the bunkers, to insure that we had swept through it and gotten
everybody in the bunkers, There is very little control problem inaide
the rubber, because the rubber has a natural grain to it where you can
put your track in., Once you are in the grain of rubber and you have got
your tracks on line, the only thing is you've got to keep them on line
and that is not very hard because they can see each ofher looking right
ard left, They have only got one direction they can go, You don't have
them deviating to the right or the left as long as they stay in the row
of rubber,

CAMPION: Do the trees pose any problem in traversing and firing to the
flanks with your gun tubes?

SLSOR: You can traverse slightly. Actually it all depends on the rub-
ber. rhere are different sections, where we were this day, the rubber
was wide enough that it would take a tank, and 4s long as it is wide enough
for the tank, he can traverse a good ways, There is mo problem there,
When we got on line to sweep east, we were going against the grain of the
rubber, and we were lucky this day., It wasn't too bad. But we ran into

a point where there just weren't any rows wide emough for a tank to go,

and we had to crash a whole row of rubber for the tank to get through which
slowed us down considerably. And there are diffsrent sections in there
where this happens, where the ACAVs can get through there alright, but the
tanks have trouble because the rows of rubber are so close, But in the
¥ichelin, going north or south, the rows are wide enough to take a tank
and there is no problem, Dut when you go east or west, that is when you
start to run into the narrow rows where you have a little bit of difficulty,

CAMPION: Let me ask an additional question here, If one of your vehicles
approaches one of these bunkers, how would you describe the method in which
it is engaged, both with the main gun and your 50 caliber? Give me a lit-
tle description of that,

SELOR: (In) the main gun we were uaing entirely cannister, and this is
effective up to five hundred meters -~ anywhere from two humired to five
hundred meters, And we used this just to generally fire in front of us.
I don't think anyone actually fired a cannister rcund into the bunkers,
because it would be difficult to get the gun tube into this configuration.
de used this mainly to keep the heads down of the enemy in front of us.
And then as we approached it we could see the bunkers, and 30 (cal) fire
almost next to or directly in fromt of the vehicles and into the bunker
was the most effective weapon that we had until the ground units could
get up there with the grenades, Like 1 said, the 50s were able to pene-
trate their overhaad cover, and I believe this was effective in keeping
the enery troops urder cover,
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Combat After Action Interview, Salsor continued.,

CAMPION: In view of the extensive use made by the enemy of the RPG weapon,
let me ask you if you moved buttoned up in any of these engagements, and
if so, in what manner?

SELSOR: I think most of the tank drivers drove buttoned up that day, be-
cause we had been attacked before during a mortar attack; and we had taken
some casualties with drivers that remained unbuttoned., The ACAV drivers,
the majority of them, remained unbuttoned, just peering over the top of
their hatches. I think most of them feel that they have just as much chance
looking over it as down inside the ACAV becauss if you took an RPG in the
front, it would penetrate it very easily. There would be no question on
that - if you took one in the front that the driver would be a casualty,

So they remained unbuttoned so they could see better and probably protect
themselves better, Most of them carry a rifle or 45 up there next to them,

CAMPION: This interview has been conducted with Captain James L. Selsor,
whao ., is the Commanding Officer of Troop C, 1st Squadron, Lth Cavalry, of
the 1st Infamtry VYivision and has to do with the engagement.s ard partic=-
ipation of his unit in operation Atlas wedge particularly during the period
30 - 31 March, 1969.
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COMBAT AFTiR ACTION INTERVIUW

INTERVIEWEES: LTC Robert E, Price, Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 18th
Infantry, 1st Infantry Division and CPT Milton R, Menjivar, Company Com-
mander, Company C, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division,

INTERVIEWER: MAJ William W, Campion, Commanding Officer, 17th Military
History Detachment, 1st Infantry Division,

CAMPION: This combat after action interview is being conducted with LTC
Robert E, Price, the Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, of
the 1st Infarmtry Division, Colonel Price assumed command of this unit on
15 December 1968, The interview is being conducted on the 10th of April
1969 and concerns participation of Colonel Price's unit in Operation Atlas
Wedge during the period 18 March to 20 March 1969.

S3ir, in way of beginning this conversation, I wonder if you could describe
your mission in this operation as you saw it, your concept of how you would
accomplish that mission, and how you were organized for the task given you?

PRICE: Well, our mission was a very simple one: to find VC who were believed
to be someplace a few kilometers southeast of the Michelin Rubber Plantation
- an unknown size force, I had to accomplish my portion of this task thres
of my companies: Bravo, Charlie, and Delta, About mid-morning on 18 March,

I inserted Bravo, Charlie, and Delta into the southern portion of grid square
6241, We moved about a half a kilometer to the east from there, and then
began moving in a columm of companies on a recommaissance-in-force oneration,
northwestward up along the river bed, We ware looking for any signs of ene-
my activity as we moved to the rorthwest toward the Michelin Rubber Planta=-
tion, The rest of the daylight hours that day were spent moving up this
river bed and along the wooded areas to the west of it. The mve was rather
unevernt ful, We found nothing significant. We placed one air strike imto a
heavily wooded area to our front as we moved. We used artillery to owr front
and flanks as we moved, We did quite a bit of reconnaissance by fire as we
movad, Very late in the afternoon as we reached an area approximately two
kilomsters southeast of the Michelin Rubber Plantation, our companies then
began to split out into areas where they were to epend the night. My Braw
Company*s southern most element placed itself into a company sized RON pos-
ition, Northwest of Bravo my Delta Company broke ocut into three platoon
siged ambushes, Delta Company's ambushes were generally astride the 61 grid
line and just south of the 47 grid line. My Charlie Company continued to
move to the nortiwest closer to the Michelin and set up thres platoon siged
ambush positions approximately ons and one half kilometers southeast of the
edge of the Michelin Planmtation. I will backtrack for a moment md mention
that fairly late in the aftermoon, as Charlie Company was about to receive
resupply arnd the resupply slick aircraft was coming into Charlie's position,
the aircraft, just as he was about to touch down, suddenly moved very quick-
ly skyward and disappeared from the area, This puzzled us all until the
pilot radioed back that he had just been locked onto by radar and so had moved
quickly out of the area, A few minutes later, he did return to the area and
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Combat After Action Interview, Price « Menjivar continued,

deliver the supplies, This was the only significant indication that we had
received during the day of VC activity in the area, It was imposaible to
determine the location of this radar, and we were told by the pilot that we
could not determine its location or its range but that he was certain that
his aireraft had been locked onto by radar. As darkness fell, Captain Men-
Jivar, Charlie Company Commander, set up his three platoon ambush sites gen—
erally on a line north to south., He placed himself with his center ambush
platoon in an open rice paddy, =situated it along a rice paddy dike, quite a
high dike I might add, which was to be a very important factor in a fire
fight which his company engaged in later that night,

CAMPION: Thank you, sir, At this point we will ask Captain Milton R. Men=-
Jivar, the Company Commander of Charlie Company, to describe the actions
of his unit on the evening of 18 March in the rice paddy and dike area that
the Colonel just mentioned. Captain Menjivar assumed command of Charlie
Company on the 20th of February 1969. Captain Menjivar,

MENJIVAR: At approximately 2030 hours I had my three ambush positions set
up generally in the 59 = 46 grid square generally paralleling the 60 grid
line, My northern-most ambush was covering a trall junction, My center am-
bush, the one 1 had my Charlie Platoon with, was in the center of the rice
paddies with clear fields of fire in all directions, My sout!ern-most am-
bush Was covering a trail that went through a thiek j'ooded area to my south,
we had not completely set up.ihe ambushes when my rorthern-most element re-~
ported hearing woices to their front., Later it was explained by one of my
Kit Carson Scout.s with that element that the wices were inquiring as to who
was in that area., Shortly after this happened, about a rminute or so after
this happensd, one of the men who was directly facing the trail that runs
east to west saw a VW in fent of his position and triggered off the ambush,
Immediat ely after this, all the claymores in that ambush wert off, A fire
fight started, The ¥C, apparently taken by surprise, conducted counter am-
bugh techniquss and assaulted the ambush, We could ses from our center ele~
ment generally where the fire was coming from, ard I had one machine gun open
up directly in front of the killing zone. This way the VU were walldng into
this flanking fire as well as the fire from the ambush., I got secondary re-
ports from the platoon leader of the morthern-most ambush that they had, in
fact, suffered about slx casualties and that there were dead V0 imtermingled
with the wounded and that hand to hand fighting was going on, At this time
I sent ons half of the platoon I was with, the center platoon, morth to re-
inforce this AP and help them pull their wourded back, At the same time I
had my southern-rost ambush move from their location to the position where

I was at and started setting up a perimeter, This action took about fif-
teen minutes to be completed, The southern most ambush joined me in ry cent-
ral location, The northern-most ambush pulled back with their wounded, and
we formed a perimeter in the center of the rice paddy, At that time it had
been reported to me that six todies had been counted in the loecation where
the ambush had been popped, ‘hers was a lull in firing that lasted about
twerty minutes at this time, at which time Wwe got only sporadic small arms
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Combat After Action Interview, Price = Menjivar continued,

fire, Just at the time that t:e perireter had been completed and the troops
were diggping in, we got hit by small arms, rortar, and RPG fire from the
northern section of the perimeter, from the western section , and we cont-
inued to et probes {rom the eastern section, From the west we spotted two
men crawling on their bellies towards our loeation, We put fire on them,
and the next morning one body was revealed in this location. The only act-
ion we got from the south was a few sporadic rounds apparently from VC try-
ing to break contact or who had been separated from their element., When
this action first took place, I had artillery illumination brought in to my
north, and I had artillery HE brought in approximately LOO meters to the
west where the action was taking place in order to keep this enemy force
from pulling back. As soon as my people had been consolidated in the per-
imeter, a fire fly team reported in location, and they went ahead to give

me cover arnd screen ry flanks with their spotlights and with their gun ships.
A helicopter flare ship alsc reported in with them and continued to provide
illumination. At that time the artillery illumination was discontinued.
These elements provided support for approximately 40 mimites until which time
a "spooky" flare ship reported on station to cover the duties while the hel-
icopter elements went back to refuel and rearm, The first "spooky" stayed
on station until about 2200 hours at which time he departed, and the fire
fly team returned, The fire fly team worlcd the area all around my perime
eter, e did not spot any enemy activity with the exception of two VC whom
they spotted in the wood line to my south where my southern-most ambush had
once been located, At about midright the firs fly team departed and was re-
placed on station by another '"spooky" which worked in the area until 0200

in the morning. At that time he departed and the artillery took over the
illumination. The last rounds fired by tte enemy were fired at approximate-~
1y 2200 hours, The vwhole action lasted about two hours with a lull of about
twenty minutes which took place at the time 1 was reorganizing my elements,

CAMPION: Captain, I have a couple of questions here I want to ask you,
First, can you give me a brief resume of the casualties on both sides?
Second, did you get any indication of unit identification, and if so, how
did that identification come to you? Third, I want to ask you, in your
considered opinlon, what you felt the asize of the element was that you care
up against that night in all the positions?

MENJIVAR: A resume of casualties on both sides: nmy company suffered one
man killed in the initial contact and six men wourded, one of whom later
died of wourds, In addition to the six bodies that had been observed on

the northern ambush site after my element had pulled back, we found seven
vodles around my perimeter, :ost of them on the northern side with the clos-
est about tiree fect from the perimeter, 1 estimate the enemy force to be
no smaller than twenty men arnd no larger than fifty. The material that we
captured initially included a radic which was concealed in an amrunition
can, about ten pounda of documents including maps, fire direction center
equipmernt , a great deal of medical supplies, and then the normal paraphanalia
or gear ard weapons carried by NVA, Upon screening of t ese documents it
wag later found oub that this element was part of the 271st VA Regiment,
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CAMPION: I am going to turn at this point back to Colonel Price who hzs a
couple of comments that he brought forth in a conversation that we had a
moment ago that I would like to have included here,

PRICL: Although we will never know for sure just how large the enemy force
was which hit Charlie Company that night, I can think at the moment of at
least fowr factors, four things, to which 1 can attribute Charlie Company's
success that night and the fact that they did not sustain more casualties
than they did, One is Captain Menjivar's decision to consolidate his comp-
any at the time that he did, to prevent arny enemy infiltration in between
his platoons, That's something that the enery was attempting to do, Two is
his fortunate selection of an area in which to consolidate his corpany, He
selected a rectangular rice paddy which was surrowxled most fortunately by
unusually high paddy dikes, ard this was ol great help to his people that
night during the fire fight. Three, I think the illumination support which
he received all night long was a major factor in the success of the company
and the discouraging of the enemy from launching any further attacks against
Charlie later on in the night hours. Illumination support was outstanding,
Four, 1 think we can attribute the company's success that night to the sim=-
ple fact that Charlie Company just fought like hell,

CAMPION: I will ask the Colonel at this point to carry on with a narrative
description of the operation as he saw it comencing on the 19th of March,

PRIGS: I don't have much of significance for the operation of the 19th ex-
cept that 1n the morning following Charlle Company's rore thorough sweep of
the immediate area, I had my Delta Company then move over and link up with
Charlie and move through the wooded area to the rorth of Charlie Company
from which we suspected the enemy force may have emerged the night before,
Before 1 moved Delta into that area, however, I had called in an air strike
and worked over the wooded area rather thoroughly. when Dalta Company rove
ed through the area, they fourd mothing of significance in the area, I con-
tinued on to the morthweat with Delta Comparny on a recomnaissance~in-force
on that day. Charlie Company then moved out on a reconnaissance-in=force
in ite own direction, and Bravo continued to the north on a recon-in-force,
That night all elemerts ambushed again, amd on Thursday the 20th of March
all elements continued reconnaissance-in-force operations, All of my ele=-
ments were extracted for return to Di An on the aftermoon of 20 Farch,

CAMPION: 5ir, I would like to ask you a question regarding the area in which
you were operating southeast of the Michelin, low do you view that area,
remembering your more routine operational area which is in the vicinity of
Di An?

PRICE: The area immediately southeast of the Michelin was for my troops a
more pleoasant area in which to operate, if we can say that any area is plea-

sant, because the area there is more open., There are more open spaces, Man~
euver is easiar, The jungle is not quite so thick as it was in the area
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Combat After Action Interview, Frice - Henjivar continued,

where we were working just a few days prior to this. And for several weeks
prior to this operation, my battalion had been operating in the Di An area
where there i8 a lot of water, There are a lot of swampy areas, amd my
troops had been in the water quite a bit of the time day and night., Going
is extremely aslow in such terrain and the troops are always wet, They have
foot problems because of immersion foot, and maneuver is extremely difficult,
But we fournd that up near the Michelin things were a lot different. e could
maneuver rmch more easily, and we had better observation and fire against

the enemy.

CAMPION: Sir, as a final question here, I would like to ask you if you or
your unit brought away from the operation any lessons learned?

PRICE: Let me answer that question by saying that, first, I think on the

first day the battalion gained good experiernce - not necessarily a lesson,
but good experience, Having worked in the Di An arsea pretty much in plat-
oan and company sised operations quite a bit, we needed more experience in
operating together as a battalion, And we got a little bit of experiercs

on the 18th when we were able to insert as a battalion, conduct the recon-
naissance~in-force as a battalion, and then break off into compary ambush

areas later that day, That was only one day, but it was valuable for all

leaders concerned - operating as a battalion,

Kow so far as lessons learnsd are concerned, I can think of one importamt
lesson that was learned, and that was learned by Charlie Company specifice
ally, and that is the value of locating platoon sized ambushes within a comp-
any within reinforcing distance of one amother, That becames quite obvious
that night, and it was a big factor in the success of the company.

CAMPION: Captain Menjivar, I will ask you to add any lessons you may feel
you have learned out in this operation?

MENJIVAR: I feel that an important lesson learned is that, once that you
have been detected by the enemy, your prime concern should be to get good
fieldas of fire, to consolidate your elements, and get i)lumination to exploit
these fields of fire., In other words, try mot to concern yourself too much
with concealment, but concentrate on cover, fields of fire, getting good
killing zones, and having illumination avallable to use these kKilling zones,

CAMPIUN: This combat after action interview has been conducted with LTC
Robert E, Price, who 1s the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion, 18th
Infantry,and one of his unit comanders, CPT Milton R, Menjivar, who commands
Charlie Company of that unit,
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COMBAT AFTrR ACTION INTERVIuW

INITERVIEWEES: LTC Carmen D, Negaard, Commanding Ufficer, 1st Battalion,
28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division and MAJ Larry T. Bennstt, Executive
Officer, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry vivision,

INTSRVIEWEL: MAJ Willlam C, Campion, Commanding Officer, 17th Military
History Detachment, 1st Infantry Division,

CAMPION: This combat after action interview is being conducted with LTC
Carmen D, Negaard, the Commanding Ufficer of the 1st Battalion, 28th Inf-
amtry, of the 1st Infantry Division, on the 15th of April 1969, at Lai
Khe, Republic of Vietnam, Colonel Hegaard assumed command of his unit on
the 21st of September 1968, This i Asrview concerns the participation

of his unit in Operation Atlas Wedge during the period 18 March to 2 April
69. Colonel, perhaps an appropriate question to start with might be one
of asking you your mission as you began this operation, how you planned

to accomplish that mission, and the task organization with which you were
equipped in order to go about it?

NEGAARD: Our mission on this operation was really three=fold, First, we
had to build a Fire Support Base -~ Fire Support Base Picardy — just south
of the Michelin Rubber Plantation from which to support the 1-4 Cav in
their operations up in the rubber, since there was no other artillery oute
fit that could reach them and support them, Our second mission was to search
out certain designated objective areas, find out if there were any VC in
the area, and destroy their base camps, Our third mission was a hlocking
role just south of the Michelin, to catch and destroy any of the VC that
may flee south from the 11th Cavalry and 1-4 Cavalry operations in the Mich-~
elin itself, For our task organizstion during this period, I had my Bravo
Company over on Thunder I and Thunder II locations so they were not avail-
able for the operation, I cross-—attached my Alpha Company to the 1« Cav,
and in turn received Bravo Troop of the 1=4 Cav to join the Black Lions,

I used Charlie Company to build Fire Support Base Picardy. This was a pure
infantry outfit, and Delta Company was cross~attached with 1-4 Cav, This
really left me with two maneuver units, both cross-attached with the mech
- Bravo Troop and Delta Company —— and my Recon Platoon as an additional
platoon sized mansuver unit, ¥e started the operation on the 18th of March,
I had my Tac CP at Fire Support Bass Lorraine, but Charlie Company from Lai
Khe (went to) the Fire Support Base Picardy area, They conducted a sweep
of the area and began to build the Fire Support Base. My Delta Company,

as 1 mentioned, had been on the Thunder positions., I had them switched
with Bravo, We picked them up at the Thunders and brought them to Picardy
where, late in the day, they were cross-attached with Bravo Troop of the

1~ Cav as they passed through Picardy from south to north, These two mane
euver elements then moved up to ambush and bloecking positions vic of grid
square 6149 and 6250, Each one of these maneuver units did put out a plat-
oon siged ambush to pick up any enemy in the area, and the main elements
were of course in blocking positions, We used the Recon Platoon to ambush
in the local vicinity of the Fire Support Base the first few days in the
hopes they could pick up any body that might work into the Fire Support Base
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to see what we were up to. e had negative contact on the night of the 18th.
We started out the morning of the 19th with Delta Company searching out the
objective in the Thi Tinh area which was in the vicinity of grid square 6150,
Bravo Troop went to the southeast vic of grid square 6249, again to search
out the area, destroy the base camps, and any enemy in the area., We had neg-
ative significant findings this day. After the gweeps we again ended up in
the same basic blocking positions as the previous night, again with two pla=-
toon sised dismounted ambushes, Since we had negative contact in.this basic
area and evidently the 11th Cav and 1-4 Cav were not flushing any enemy for-
ces south out of the Michelin, it was decided that on the 20th we would move
over on the west side of the Thi Tinh Hiver where we had had previous gocd
luck during the month of February and early March with our ambush operations,.
So we proceeded with a battalion ininus, more or less of a column move, up
through the south edge of the Michelin Rubber Plantation to get some good
crossing sites across the Thi Tinh and get over to the west side., As we moved
through the edge of the rubber - - on the edge of our Home plow area - - our
Delta Company, which was the second company in the column, spotted some fresh
digging., They dismounted and swept the area and fourd some anti-aircraft posg-
itions back in the Rome plow area just to the rear of the bunkers in a well
concealed bunker. In tnis bunker we found a 12,7mm anti-aireraft weapon in
perfect condition with ammo and a complete kit, It was a aignificant find.
That night we occupled blocking positions west of the Thi Tinh with Delta
Company in grid square 5746, Bravo Troop of the 1-4 Cav in grid square 5846,
Again we had negative contact in this area, On the 218t of March, we search-
ed out some objective areas that were known base camp areas, wWe had ambushed
around these particular areas during several periods in February and early
March, usually coming up with a good body count, but not wanting to go in
the base camp areas with a pure infantry unit, This day Delta Company spent
the basic part of the day in grid square 5646, found numerous bunkers and
miscellaneous gear and equipment,byit no significant findings. Bravo Troop
worked basically in grid square 5946 again with negative findings, That par-
ticular night, Delta Company occupied a blocking position vic grid square
5846 and Brawo Troop in 6045 again with negative contact that evening, Dur-
ing the early morning hours on 22 March, at 0400 hours I belicve, Fire Sup-
port Base Picardy received 20 rounds of &0mm mortar fire, The fire came from
600 to 700 neters to our south, All the rounds did land outside the barbed
wire, ws had negative casualties, Our Recon Platoon which had been conduct-
ing local ambushes heard the rounds going off, gave us an accurate location,
we had rapid counter mortar whish silenced the mortars and was a significant
factor in our negative casualties, During the day of the 22nd, aince we had
had very little action west of the Thi Tinh, it was decided toc move Brawvo
Troop and Delta Company back to the east side of the Thi Tinh River - - in
fact all the way back over to the east side of Fire Support Base Picardy = -
to search out an area where Dogface (1=~18 Inf) earlier had had soms signif-
icant contact, We crossed the Thi Tinh River vic XT'623463, had no contact
in crossing the river, After crossing the river, moving back to Fire Support
Base Picardy, Bravo Troop lead tank hit a mine at XTA48472, At the same time
they did spot 2 VU, and there was a possibility that this was a command det-
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onated mine, They returned fire with negative results. They also had neg-
ative friemlly casualties, They towed the tank with them back to Fire Sup-
port Base Picardy. Delta Company which was following Bravo Troop also had
one of their tanks hit a mine about XT64624L7 again with negative casualties;
but by the time this happened it was almost dark, arnd they RONed in that
location for the night, Again that night we had negative action. On the
morning of the 23rd we returned Delta Company to the Fire Support Base and
switched Charlie Company, which had been in the Fire Support Base, with Del=-
ta, These two units then - - Charlie Company and Bravo Troop, +4 Cav - -
searched out the area to the east of Fire Support Base Plcardy, that is Char-
1lie Company to the east of Fire Support Base Picardy and Brawo Troop to the
northeast of the Fire Support Base, Again we found numerous base camps, but
the W ssemed to have evacuated the area, We had negative contact., On the
2ith of March these units continued their search of the area northeast of
Fire Support Base Picardy., This particular day we semt Recon to the area of
the mining incidents in the hopes that they could pick up some of the VC

that had besn aighted in that area which up to this time had been the only
sighting, This tactic pald off with about the only results of this opsrat-
ion when vic XT649471 in the early morning hours Recon aighted 25 VC., Un-
fortunately they were about 500 meters away, too far to engage with small
arms, They did engage with artillery, and watching through the starlight
scope, they estimated that 6 were killed in action, They were credited with
6 KIA Posa{. A fow mimites later 3 VU came walking out on the edge of the
Rome plow right to the front of Recon - about 10 meters in front of Recon,
They did engage these three with small arms ard claymores and killed three

of them, Again a little later just before daylight, obssrving through the
starlight scope, they saw 3 W to their east out on the Rome plow cut, very
poasibly 3 of the initial 25 that were trying to get out of the area, They
were too far to engage again with small arms., However they did have the light
fire team in the area, and this light fire team was directed in Yy Recon on
these 3 VC with result of gstting all three of these W, Just before daylight
two more W came along the edge of the Rome plow cut in front of the Recon
position, amd they engaged these two getting one of them as a KIA, The other
one escaped, However, he was wounded, They did have a blood trajil., On the
25th of March I was scheduled to go on R&R to Hong Kong, so I turned the come
marnd of the Battalion over to Major Bennett, the Executive Officer, He will
pick up the action from here,

CAMPION: This interview will be combinued here with Major Larry T. Bennett
vwho is normally the Executive Gfficer of the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry.
However, in the abasence of Colonel Negaard, he was the acting Commanding Off-
icer during the period 25 to 31 March 1969, Major Bennett,

BuNNBIT: The morning of the 25th of March saw the two teams -~ - Bravo and
Team Charlie - - moving back out conducting RIF operations back to Hwy 240,
We received the mission from Brigade that morning that we were to lose those
elements of the 1-4 Cav and those that were from the 34th Armor as of 1400
hours that afternoon, A3 a consequence we wanted to position our Charlie

L=3

fLren NND B735R)

" f
Y7/ C;teé;'/ep;




CONFIDENTIAL

Combat After Action Interview: Negasrd ~ Bennett continued,

Company down in the southern portion of our area to conduct platoon sized
ambushes, So we used the 1-4 Cav elements to run Charlie Company down to

the southern area and to drop them off at a distant point, At that time we
released control of the 1-4 Cav elemsnt, and they moved back up into the

area vic of Fire Suprort Base Doc., AL the same time we placed our Delta
Company to the west in a rather lucrative area whers Recon Platoon had their
contact earlier, Betwean the 26th of March and the 30th, the ist of the 28th
(~) continued to conduct bomb damage assessment in the southern portion of
our area of operation during the day, and at night we continued conducting
platoon sised ambushes with negative results. We saw very little movement,
in fact no movement at all, and the trail traffic seemed to have dried up,
On the 30th of March, in the early hours of the morning our Charlie Company
was air assaulted into a strike area just north of the Michelin Rubber, The
miassion was to of course conduct bomb damage assessments ending up in a night
blocking position to support Task Force Haponskli, which was operating in the
Michelin, At 1700 hours Colonel Haldane, the Brigade Commander, gave Defiant
(1=28th Inf) a company of tanks, Consequently, I joined them in the Xichelin,
took them north, and married them up with our Charlie Company, That night we
established a company siged or a reinforced company siged ambush positlon in
the northern edge of the rubber. The next morning we conducted a mobile block-
ing oparation across the rorthern portion of the rubber. At 1100 hours we
received the word that the one tank company would go back to the operational
control of the 1= Cav, OUur Charlie Company was picked up at 1400 hours and
air assaulted again into the southern portion of our area of operation to
corduct another bomb damage aasessmert, Attached to them was one platoon of
tunnel rats from the 1st Engr Bn. On the 1st of April, our Charlie Company
down in the south continmued conducting a reconnaissance~-in-force looking for
recent trall activities and trying to locate base camp areas, OQur Reconnais-
sance Platoon departed in the early morning hours to the north and east on a
4 day operation in an attempt to pick up recent trail activities and perhaps
locats base camps., About mid-morning on that day they ran into a small base
camp complex wWhich contained in excess of three tons of rice, Some of it was
0old ard rotten and was destroyed in place, The remainder was extracted back
to Lai Khe and turned into the Drigade S«5 for use in civic action projects,
The remainder of the day saw no significant activities and on the 2nd of April,
although continuing to conduct our reconnaissance-~in-force during the day and
our ambushes at night, there was negative further contact,

CAMPION: At this point we will turn the interview back over to Colonel Negaard
who will provide closing remarks regarding the operation,

NEGAARD: AXGhoiigh the operation czlled .tlas Wedge was offieially terminsted
on 2 April, the 1st Battalion, 28th infantry, contimued to operate out of Fire
Support Base Picardy up until today actually. ¥e were operating as an infan-
try unit with no mech forces with us, However, we were reinforced by Alpha
Company from 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry, so this gave us three company size
maneuver units plus our Recon Platoon, we operated basically east of the
Michelin Rubber Plantation and in the east edge of the rubber itself, and

Just south of the Michelin Rubber FPlamtation with a considerable dezree of
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success, @ reverted really to the ambush type of operations we had used

in February and early March, In the tvperation Atlas Wedge itself, we did

not meet with any particular success mainly because the VC had moved out of
the area, It is my opinion that the movement of the 7th NVA Division into
the northern edge of the Michelin Rubber Plantation had necessitated pulling
the locals, the 93rd Rear Service Group people, up into the rubber to sup-
port the 7th NVA Division to operate as guides and to provide food ard so
forth which left this area that we were operating in relatively barren of
enenmy forces, %We had a relatively significant action when they closed out
Fire Support Base Doc, It's a known fact that the VC do come in and dig up
the positions and the sumps looking for discarded material that may be of
value to them « C-rations and so forth, On the evening that Fire Support
Base Doc was evacusted, we sent our Recon Platoon up to the southern edge in
an ambush position where they could observe the Fire Support Base itself,
Just prior to dark they did observe 9 VC out in the open in the vicinity of
Fire Support Base Doc with an additional two observing down the road to the
south, e called in a light fire team which came in up Route 240 low level
over the Recon's position and caught these VC in the open, The light fire
team got & body count of 6 VC at this time, They worked the area over until
dark at which time we continued artillery in the area, Later that night,

the Recon Platoon ambushed in two separate encounters three VU, and later on
one VC, getiting four body count by small arme. Searching the area the next
morning, they policed up an additional 3 VC that had been killed by artillery
for a total of 13 VU in this particular action, We've had several other con-
tacts, mst of them small, running anywhere from 1 VC to 11 or 12 VC in each
particular ambush., So basically it is the same type of operation as we prev-
iously conducted - small platoon giged ambushes, Today is the 15th of April,
and I turned over my battalion in a change of command ceremony at Fire Support
Base Picardy to LTC Kenneth Sweeney; and, as of this date, they are continuing
to operate out of Fire Support Base Picardy. A significant incldent might be
that the last thirty minutes before I left, they had just had another contact
on the east edge of the Mlchelin with 4 W with at least 1 body count so they
are continuing to operate with success,

CAMPION: This combat after action interview has been conducted with LTC Carmen
D, Negaard, the Commanding Ufficer of the 1st Battalion, 28th Infarmtry, 1st
Infamtry Division, and concerns the participation of his unit in Operation
Atlas wedge in the Michelin Rubber Plantation during the period 18 March to

2 April 1969, Also included is MAJ Larry T, Bennett, who is the Executive
Officer of the same battalion, who discussed operations during the period

from 25 to 31 March during which time he commanded the unit,
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180935

180955

181030

181210

181230

181340

181345

181407

181425

181900

190826

190910

191120

191235

CONFIDENTIAL

Summary of Tactical Air Suppert

TGT URD TYPE A/C
XT'575535(BC) L~Napaln 2/F100
L=500#
XT'573535(BC) 8«7 504 2/F100

1 600=20mn
XT'573515(BC) 4=750# 2/F100
s~Napalm
1600 =X mm
XT600512(BC) L=7504# 2/F100
L=Napalm
1600=20mmn
AT 590511(BC) 8<750# 2/F100
AT 516530(BC) 4=7504# 2/F100
L-rockets
XT576530(BC) 4-750# 2/P100
L=rocket s
XT574L539(BC) L=-500# 2/F100
L=Napalm
XI575538 (BC) 8-500# 2/A37
57L54L0
AT598564(BC)/ L~500% 2/F100
TIC L-Napalm
Xr593567(BC) 10-Napalm 2/F100
AT 592569(BC) L5004 2A37
L=Napalm
XT'558536(BC) 12-500# 3/A15
XT580545(TIC) 8-500# 2/F100
o}

......
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BA
2 barracks damaged

2 barracks destreyed
7 KBA

7 barracks destreyed, 5 dam-
aged, 3KBA(BC), 3 KBA(Pess)

2 barracks destreyed, 4 dam-
aged, 1 KBA(BC), 5 KBA(Poss)

NBDA

5 barracks destreyed, 10 dam-
aged, 2 KBA

4 barracks destroyed, 7 dam-
aged, 1 KBA(Poss)

4 bunker destreyed, ~ damaged,
1 KBA(Poss)

3 bunker destroyed, 3 damaged,
L KBA(Poss)

4 bunker destreyed, 2 damaged,
L KBA(Pess)

NBDA
75 nmeters tunnel destreyed, 5
bunker damaged.

3 bunker destreyed, 1 SEC exp-
leded.

2! bunker destreyed, 9 damaged,
5 KBA(BC)

2 bunker destroyed, 2 damaged,
5 KBA(Poss)
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191520

200900

201228

201312

201330

201422

211106

211200

211130

211518

211530
211720

2208L9

221204

21250

230955

231035

231110

T581523(BC)  8-5008 2/A37 8 bunker destroyed, 5 structures
destroyed, 15 bunkers damaged, 1
KBA(BC)
AT592575(LL/P) 16=5004 2/F100 8 bunker destroyed, 4 bunker damaged,
1=107 mortar destroyed
XT531580(TIC) 8-5004 2/F100 2 bunkers damaged, 3 KBEA(Pess)
1600~20mm
XT592518(BC) 8-napalm  2/F100 3 bunkers destraoyed, 3 damaged, 5
KBA(BC)
£1592578(BC) L=500# 2/F100 1 bunker destreyed, 3 damaged, 5 XKBA
L-napalm (BC)
LT585579(BC) 8=500# 2/A37 5 bunkers destroyed, 2 damaged, 200
metars tumnel destroyed,
AT585578(BC)  8~750# 2/F100 WBDA
4r593583(B.) 6-5007 2/FLC 3 KBA(BC), 7 bunkers destroyed, 12
8~napalm damaged,
XT590578(BC) L=500# 2/A37 NBDA
Lenapaln
£r598587(BC) €-750# 2/A37 3 bunkers destroyed, 3 damaged
XT598587(BC)  12~500# 2/A1E 3 bunkers destroyed, 21 damaged
XT605565(BC)  4~7504# 2/F100  NBDA
L~napalm
XT593587(BC) 8-7504 2/F100 1 FP damaged, & bunkers destreyed
LT60L625(UC/  L=750# 2/F100 NBDA
Open) L=500if
XT604625(UC/ 8-750% 2/F100 NBDA
Open)
XT598567(UC/ Le~napalm 2/F100 5 bunker destroyed, 3 damaged, 5 KBA
Open) L-750# (Pess), 1 KBA (BC)
AT598578(UC/ L=-500# 2/F100 10 bunkers destroyed, 20 sector fires.
Open) L-napalm & KBA(Pess)
A0598578(UC/  L-750# 2/F100 6 bunkers destroyed, 5 KSA (Pess),
Open) L=napalm 100 meters tunnel destroyed.
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231237

281045

281110

281225

300836

301020
301030

301053

301206

301220
301340
301348
301445

301732
011550
021153

Repradllen sl e N I AT el

XP598560(BC) 8=500# 2/F100
TE005L0(UC/  16=500¢  2/F100
Oper.
XT6005L0{UC/ 45004 2/F100
XI'587574 Open) L=-napalm
XT587574(BC)  4=5004  2/F100
4=napalm
XT570532(BC)  B-750#  2/F100
1600-20mT
XT'588577(LZ/P) 16=500¢ 2/F100
XT588577(L%/P) L=500# 2/ F100
L=napalm
XI588577(LL/P) 6-500¢  2/FLC
8=napalm
AT566540(TIC) L=5004#  2F/100
L=napalm
XT573525(TIC) 8-=750¢#  2/F100
XT608555(LZ/P) 8-750#4  2/F100
XT608555(LZ/P) 8-750#  2/F100
XTOLO36L(TIC) L5004  2/F1.0
ly=ngpalm
XT573575(BC)  8-napalm 2/437
XT4673538(BC)  8-500§F  2/F100
AT60254T7(TIC) 6=500#  2/Fi4C
L=napalm
6=3
CONFIDENT!

4 bunkers destroyed, 7 damaged, }
uncevered,

NBDA
NBDA
3 bunkers destroysd, 1 AA weapon

exploded,

1 bunker destroyed, 2 FP destreyed

NBDA

NEDA

NBDA

6 KBA(EC)

NBDA

NBDA

NBDA

1 bunker destreyed

5 FD destroyed, 2 tunnel entrances
destroyed.

4 bunkers destreyed,

2 bunkers destreyad,
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DTG
2004301 Kar

200630H Mar

2009201 lMar

190155H Far

190420H Mar

Z11845H Har

011630H Apr

*Four Corner Coordinates
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUMFARY OF B52 STRIKaS

LOCAT IuLP*

3L

Ba

3D

2176

2174

2770

277

2763

013

1T 595560
604553
615569
607574

XT 590560
590580
600580
600560

KT 606550
614545
624562
616567

Q2687516
693508
70358
709519

r650526
650516
670516
670566

XL670540
870550
700540
700550

LT5805%
580580
610590
610580

BOMB DAMAGE ASSLSSHLAT

Destroyed: 35 Bkr, 55 itg Psn, 380 M Trench

oxposed: 3 Bkr, 1 Tun &nt, 12 Grenade boxes

Destroyed: 44 Bkr, 2 Struc, 210 ¥ Trench

Expoged: 38 Bkr

freund follow-up: Unit discovered 74 VC KIA
(BC) cause unk.

Degtroyed: 5 Lix

Ixposed: 3 Ckr

Destroyed: 29 Bkr, 47 FP, 215 I trench

Vamaged: 4 Bkr, 100 i Trench

Destroyed: 20 zkr, 300 ¥ Irench

Exposged: 1 Bkr

Destroyed: 68 Lkr, 90 FT

kxposed: 10 Bkr, 34 FP, 440 ! Trench

Destroyed: 6 Bkrj Lxposed: 36 Bkr, 10 FD,
350 M Tremch
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SUMVARY OF RLSULTS

CHRT- N B R 51

us vc Eneny bqui: Ca
KIA WIA KIA P KIA(Poss)
(18 Mar &9)
C/1=18 1 7 13 1 radio, 2 RPG launchers, 8AK
Lk7s.
Air Cav Trp 1
Air Cav Trp 39 12
BC/1-11 4 24 Mise munitions & documents.
M/3=11 3 5 2 51 cal Mos, 1 LM3, 1 RPC lau-
ncher,
L/3=~11 12 6
H/2-11 6 1 RPC launcher, 1 AKL7
A/1-5 4
CING 2(C1DG) 1
AIR 10 24
(19 Mar 69)
D/1-28 1 M1k
B/1=11 1
B/1-11 23 1 5 AK478, 3 RPG launchers.
H/2=11 1 2
M/3=11 24 1
11th ACR elements 75 RPG rounds, 26-82mr: mortar
rounds, 6~75 PR roumds,
3-11 &C Ship 1
TAC AIR 6 5
(20 Mar 69)
D/1-28 1=12,7 mm Anti-aircraft Mo
11 ACR elements 1 12 Th 28 AK47s, 208KSs,
with C/1~5
B/1-11 1 SKS, 2 RPG launchers, 5 AKL7s
misc manitions & documents,
L/3-11 60-82rm mortar rounds, 50=-120
m- mortar rockets rounds, 1=
120 mortar tube & tripod.
H/2-11 1
H/2-11 2 1
Arty Spt 5
cIDG 1
TAC AIR 8
(21 Yar 69)
Air Cav Trp, 11 ACR L
TAC AIR 14
Bl .
VTR f’?’:“::':”"""""“
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KIa HIA KIA

(22 Mar 69)
C/1-11
D/1=11 2
Air Cav Trp, 11ACR 1 2

TF Haponski L

(23 Mar 59)
Air Cav Trp, 11ACR L
Tac Air 1

(24 Mar 69)
1/28
TF Haponski

-2

(25 Mar 69)

1-28

TP Haponski 7 3
Tac Air

(28 Mar 69)
TF Haponsikd p)

(29 Mar “9)
1at Avn Bn 1

(30 Mar 69)
D/ 14 9
ARP/D/1-4

7/1-4 5
D/1=11 1 6
#C/ 1~k 11

B/ 1=k
B/ 1=l
Tae Air 6

5/ 14 I

(1 Apr 69)
RCN/1~-28

(2 Apr 69)
C/ 1=l

Ve

e
Pa
———-

KlAlross

18

(53

12

f(rallier)
1

e em cmaat e N e ean e .
~EUTLLLle 2 2T NG fead

snemy bquip Capt/Dest

1 AKLT .
1 AKA7, 1 RPG launcher,

4 AKL7, 1 RPG launcher, & documents
3 AKLT .
1 M1 carbine, 6500 1b rice, 3575

RR rounds, 5 bicycles, misc clote
hing & munitions,

1 AKL7, 500 1b rice,

1 RPG launcher, 1 AK47,.

1 AKLT .

21 AK4L7, 1 ChiCom MG, 50=-40mm mor-
tar rds, 2A-82m Mortar rds, 1=
60rm mortar(complete), misc mun-
itions & webb gear.

3 ton rice,

1-50 cal MG, 1-f0mm rortar tube,



(2 Apr 69 con~
tinued)

CIDG

TOTALS

XIA o IA

KIA

CONFIDENTIAL
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'
m——

ey

KIA‘ Poss)

2(C1pa)

EsMy S.0LP CAPT/DLST

22 100

1 16 115

l
|

,t_‘_\‘)MA}D ZPJE&Q‘
{ 2, WDP AT n/‘/j‘

1 radio, 12 RPG launchers, 1 Mi4,
1 Mt carbine, 80 AKA7s, 21 SKS f£if
les, 3 hvy Mis, 2 1t MGs, 1-12,7mn
AA MG, 1-120mm mortar tule w/tripot
1~60mm mortar complete, 13,500 1bs
rice, 1-60mm mortar tube, miscella:
cous food, documents, munitions, &
equipmernt,





