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1.(U) !i!!t: Operation Atlas Wedge 

2.( U) lnelua1y!a Dates of Operat.iou: 18 Mar - 2 Apr 69 

3.{C) JeS'B\~1oD: Michelin Rubber Plantation, an area bounded. by eaat-west 
grid.e 45 and 58 and north-aouth grids ;0 and 00, center ot 111&88 ll'555515. 
Maps Vietnam, 11.50000, Series L7014, Sheets 6231 I and 6231 II (Incl 5). 

4.{U) Coptml or CoD!1!a.!ld Hft4guarters: Operation Atlas Wedge was & multi­
division. II FPORC&V d1Ncted operation, with major participants being the 
25th Infantry Division, 1 at Cavalry Oi vision (AM) I 1 st Infantry Oiyil!l1on 
with OPCON ot elements ot the 11th Aruored C&val.ry" Regiment. The 1st Infan­
try Division subordinate control headquarters were 3d lkle and. Hq, 11th ACR. 

5.(C) Tyk Organizatio!u 

JdBd.e 
TF 1-4 

1-4 Cav(-2 Trpa) 
A/l-28 In! 

TF 1-28 
1...28 Int(-2 Cos) 
B/1-4 Cay 
Plat/B/2-J4 Arm 

1-18 In.!'(-l Co) 
2-33 Arty(-)(DS) 

11th ACR 
TF 1-11 

B/1-11 Cay 
C/1-11 Cay 
0/1-11 Cay 
A/2-2ll In! 
A/1-5 Cay( 1st Cay Div (AM» 

.3-11 Cay 
H/2-11 
1/3-11 
L/3-11 
8-6 Arty( -)( D3) 

Subsequent changes to above organization tor combat are provided in para 12, 
Execution. 

6.(C) SUPP2rting Forces: 
Art1lle17 Observers 

CONfiDENTIAL 
[:CL.w,SS!Fi :[1 
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co f'l FI r)E,r~T'AL 
Forward Air Controllera 
Light Fire T ea.ms 
Tactical Air Sorties (Incl 6) 
Artillery 

0/1-5 Arty 

7.(U) Ipterv1ewW orticer' MAJ W:1lliam t'J. Campion, 17th Mil lUst Det, 1st 
In!' Diy. 

8. (U) PemZ1! I;tenieweg: 

a. LTC WUUam C. Haporusld., Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Cnv­
alr1, 1st. Infa.ntl"1 Division (Incl 1) 

b. CPT James L. Selsor, Commarviing Officer, Troop C, 1st Squadron, 4th 
Cavall"1, 1st Intantl"1 Division (Incl 2) 

c. LTC Robert K. Price, Co~ Officer, 1st Batta.lion, 18th Infan­
tl"1, 1 at Int ant.r;y Division, ani CPT Milton R. Menji Tar, Comanding 0 fticer, 
Compatl7'C, 1st Battalion, 18th In.fantry,~;1sf.,-I~~l'1 Division (Incl 3) 

d. LTC Carmen D. Negaard, Co~ Officer, 1st Battalion, 28th Inf­
antry, 1st Infantry Division, and MAJ Larry T. Bermet. t, Exec uti VEt 0 fficer, 
1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infa.ntry Div:!"sion (Incl 4) 

9.( c) IntelJ.1.gerpa: 

a. Operation Atlas vi edge was directed against the 7th NY! Division 
minus its 16!Jth NYA Regt which remained north or the area of contact. 

b. First. irdicationa that the 7th Div Hq was in the plantation area. 
was obta:l.ned from an 19 Mar PN from the C21 Company, 209th Regt. The 
eource stated the Hq or the DiY was located a hal! hour walk mrth or his 
place ot capture (:no5552). Two da.y"a later (21 Mar ~) vic %r575S88 3/11 ACR 
captured a pW who identified his unit as the 28 Sapper Bn, 7th Diy. At this 
time there vas no Bn known as K.28 subordinate to the Diviaion; however, the 
source aaid his unit was a specialty group? Since the Div1aion had been out 
or contact. tor a long period it ma1' haYe added such a unit. Source went on 
to &8."1' that the 7th NYA Div am V17 (1418t) ani V19 (4l9th) were in the 
Michelin, ani the V15 (165th) was to arrive soon. On 21 Mar A/1-5 Cay cap­
tured documents vic lT552582 which consisted or a letter from C61 (AKA 141at) 
to IT/OB (AKA 7th DiY). The document also contained another AKA and. an LBN 
ot the 7th NY! Division. 

c. The 141st Regt was identified on 17 .Mar by a prJ from the 2d Bn/141st 
captured at xr 465498. Source in:i1cated his Regt had been located near vill­
age lD. 13 (.lrS85521) tor about a. week. Their mission was to keep the vill­
&gers in their villages. His unit was soon to be replaced by V15 (165th) 
aM the 141st was to IIOve into B1nh Long (p). piJ said they were to oovs due 
to lossae suffered in the attack on FSPB Mahone II. artillerT, an1 air strikes. 
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CONFtOEllT1AL 
The 141st vas again identified on 18 Mar vic .lCr((X)510 by documents. One 
document contained the mission of the 141 st Regt, which was as follows: 

(1) 'dear down US and destroy its war material 

(2) Disintagrate GYM units 

(3) Disrupt. the accelerated rural development program 

(4) Assist the local movement 

(5) Deet!"01 the eneUV with the 2St;h Divas a target 

d. Documents stated the 2d Bn/141st Was given reinforcements to attack 
US/GVN trom two d.ireetiona, Dau Tieng (:t.r4947) aM Thuy Tinh. The Bn was to 
attack croo, aircraft, and arDDr vehicles then coordinate with local forces 
to destroy rural development and strategic hamlets at villages 2, 4, 10, 13, 
ard 14. 

e. The 141 at Regt W&S again identified on 21 1I..ar vic .xl' 568619 by doc­
uments captured. by elem ents. of the 1/5 Cav. 

f. pWs troll the 209th Regt indicated that the 141st Regt withdrew from 
the Michelin on 21 Mar, and the abaance of contact With the Regt after this 
date suggests they did leave about this time. 

g. Throughout the period of the operation the 3)9th Regt was identified 
through contact. and by PWs. On 16 Mar vic IT 5662. C/1-5 Cav captured a vol­
u. ot docu.nts and pWs which identified the 209th Regt.. On 18 Mar US forces 
engaged an unknown si_ enemy fol"Ce in the mrthern Michelin. The contact res­
ulted in 61 KIA and 5 pWs. !'We gaw their unit as being C18, 2)9th Regt. Their 
unit and a 17 Bn With a strength of 250 was located with the Regt Hq. The Kg 
Bn with a strength ot JOO and 19 Bn with a strength at 250 were also in the 
area. On 19 Mar vic 11'5251 1/11 Cav captured 2 pWs from the 3:)9th Regt. One 
P'.,oJ. a senior sergeant., said the 209th Hq was located vic xr 5653. The K7 and 
Kg Bna were vic XT58~3. Sotn"Ce said the 209t:.h Regt. mom from Cambodia on 8 
Mar and arrived at the present location on 15 Mar. Source stated the Regt 
'fias to st8l' in the Miche'..i"l. "..t all coat.". The other pW. a.n assistant comp­
any CO ot the C6 Compan;y said the 7th Div minus the 165th Regt had a mission 
to detend the Michelin. As a part ot this mission the 209th Regt was build­
ing defensive positions between village 6 (Xl' 515486) and village 14 (rr558-
522). Document.s captured in contact by elements ot the 11th ACR on 20 1I.ar 
vic :rt595575 containld an extensive rice and supplY list ani identified the 
suppl,. section of the C16 Mt.r Co, 2)9th Regt. The a:>9th Regt continued to 
be ident.itied by doCWll8nts captured 21 Mar vic :xI'Sl:0595 on 22m and 23rd Mar 
at lT~66553 and X1'573663 respectively. PWs were captured Who identified the 
2J9th Regt. The pW ot 22 Mrlr stated his unit C25/2(J:J was to attack hamlet 
No 2 in the Michelin. The PM of 23 Mar stated he was a cook on the stat! 
section ot the 209th Regt. According to source an unknown Bn of the 209th 
Regt was located 300 .ters from XX 573663. From thie point to the end of 
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the mnth, the volume of contact with the 209th Regt. became neglig.;ble, and 
the Regt was felt to have relocated to an area north of the Michelin. 

h. The 16;th Regt of the 7th Div remained uncommitted during Atlas 
Wedge am was identified onJ.y on 23 Mar and 24 ~r. Doc\UD8nts captured 
north ot the Michelin on 23 Mar vic rrSOO583 identified the 165th Regt. On 
24 Mar D/1-5 Cay captured a pW mrth of the Michelin. Source stated he was 
actin& aa a guard tor a 47 an group that was ret.urni:ng from a JDMting north 
ot Yil.la&e 1.3. Other than the identifications, the 16Sth Begt a1Oided. con­
tact. While probabl.7 u.k1ng preparations to enter the Michelin near the con­
clu1ing elate ot A.tlas Wedge. 

i. Annex B, OPORD 7-69, in VolUIll8 II of this report provides a complete 
intelligence estimate aa :revi,.,ed prior to the operation. l~lw1ed are a,p­
endi.D8 on Order of Battle, Trails, EneDIY' Installations, Lan1ing Zones and 
RoM Plowed Areas, Terrain and Weather in am vicinity of the Michelin Plan­
tation. 

10 .. {C) m..ppDI Conmencing 18 March 1969, 1st Infantry Divi.ion corxiucts 
operations in the Long NgU18n Secret Zone south and eaat ot the Michelin 
Pla.Dtation and establishes an air ca.val17 screen mrth and mrthea.st ot Minh 
Thanh tor a minimla period of 5 dqa to det.ect. fix, aI'¥i destroy YC/NVA for­
ces in the area. See OPORD 7-69, Volume II, this rep)rt. 

11.{C) Co~ept or Operat1qn: For a period of approxl.a tely 5 dqa 1st Inf­
antry Division emplo18 IllXimum. avail.able foree. in an area of operations south 
ani east. of ttw M1chelin as a part ot a larger joint. 1st In! Div, 1st Cav Div 
(AM), am. 2~h Int Div operation designed to detect, fix, interdict, disrupt, 
am destroy ~~~nt'S of the 7th XVA Diy. Jtbderate rub Will be talatn 
in MOure areas and. areas ot diminished threat in the Division TAOI. A1rstri.kes 
8-52 Strikes, artillery, arx1 ohemical JIWlitiona will be utilised to inter-
dict known l'01IIt.8s out. ot the AI) It deatroy known bue areas, and canaJ 1 se the 
elWlll,Y into ldll1ng a.ree.s fa~rable for the collbined emplo~ of JlllBChanized 
am a:i.rmbUe forces. See OPORD 7-69, Volume II, this report. 

12.(C) Execution; PreJ:hdnary planning provided that 1 at Intarst.ry Diviaion 
and 11th ACR participation in Op!ll'"ation Atlaa Wedge comnence on 19 Mar. Due 
to a aeries of events described below the Operation coumenced. on 18 March. 

On the evening of 16 Mar the 11th ACR requested and aecured permiseion 
to coDiuct visual reconnaissance missions on 17 Mar over areaa ot the Miche­
lin. During comuct of theae missions, aircraft trom the Air Cav Trp of the 
11th ACR at 0855 hours on 17 Mar received heaY7 anti-aircraft. fire vic lr586-
541 troll an est.ina.ted battalion aise baae camp. Since fire was received from 
a location then Within an area of operation of the 1 st Cay Div (AX), permiss­
ion to engage waa requested by ani granted. to the 11th .ACR. This action res­
ulted in the pl.acing of 'l'rp C/1-5 CaY, a unit of the 1st Cay Div (AM), under 
OPOON of the 11th ACR and lI'IXpla1ns their appearance in later actions. The 
original. planning had not envisioned this arrangement which was necessary 
due to proximity of Trp C/1-5 to the area of activity on 17 Mar. 
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The 17 Mar engagensnt proved to be a sizeable one lasting for the major 
portion of the d~. Continuous light fire team support. and tactical air 
strikes ex:pel'Jied in t he area throughout the day resulting in JO VC KBA( Be) 
and 15 VC KBA(Poas). The strikes additionally uncowred. 6 tons of rice, 10 
tullY' loaded biC1cles. am 15 fu.1.l1 loaded rucksacks. Late in the dctV' at 
1830 hours vic XT590510 the Air Cav Trp of the 11th ACR engaged an additiom 1 
15 VC resulting in 5 VC KIA. 

On 18 Mar, one d.q ahead of that planned as D-dq, the 3d Bde. 1st In!' 
Div, and 11th ACR CODlnenced participation in Operation Atlas Wedge with init­
ial deployments. The planned program for deplo,.-ment was not followed in act­
ual execution. 

TF 1-28 planned to comence operations on D-dctV' \'a~h Hq/l-28 Inf llDvi.rl8 
by rotary wing !rolIl La1 Khe to F'SPB Lorraine vic XT7~. Co C was to con­
duct an airbone assault vic :t:r61J1490 and establish FSPB Pi~ vic 1:r659492. 
Co D was to DDve by" rotary wing from Thurder II to FSPB Lorraine. A troop 
from 1-4 Cay and a platoon from B/2-34 Arm would D;rVI:J vverland from La.1 Kbe 
to FSPB Lorraine. The task force, attar initi.al deplo,.,nt. would attack 
to 88ize its lnitial Objective 10 (Annex A, OPORD 7-69 of Volue II, this 
rep:lrt.) and comuct a search of the object! va area. 

On the same day, TF 1-4 would m:>ve overlal'Ji from Di An to Lal Khe. ass­
ume OPooN ot A/1-28 Int, rove oort.h on Hwy 13 to Thul'Jier I and attack west to 
saiM and search Objective 9 (Annex A, OPORD 7-69). 

still on D-da;r the 1-18 Inf (-) was to corduct an airborne assault from 
La.1 Kbe to an LZ vic .rr630412 and attack north to &eise Objective 4 {Annex A, 
OPORD 7-69}. 

Finally TF 1-11 'Would commence operations bY' moving into the Michelin 
from the east and ool'¥1uct RIF operations in the oorthWest.ern edge or the Mich­
elin rrom vic 1T.605522 to Xl'582578. It would be tollowed by the 3-11 Cay (-) 
vh:l.ch would search the v.stem port.ion of the 11th ACR AD in the Michelin from 
vic 11'605520 to lT563522 to x:r562lJl8. A/2-28 'Would b4J deployed ahead of the 
IOOving columns to secure the engineer sweep teams engaged in mine clearing 
operations. 

Artiller,y deplo1D18nts in support or the operation 'Would occur on D-day 
with m:>wment by' rot&17 wing of A/2-33 Arty (105) and. E/2-33 Arty (4.2") to 
FSPB Picard;y, overland nove ot a Plat/D/8-6 ArtY' (S") to Thunder II, over-
1&IX1 lID"" of B/8-6 Arty (155) trom Thunder II to a location vic .x:l'613520. 
and rotary wing nove or D/1-5 ArtY' (105) from La1 (he to a location vic n' 
61)520. The field location ot the rinal two units listed above was init-
1a1l1 koown a8 FSPB T ipperar,y, subsequently a8 FSPB Doc. 

This initial planning envisioned the units using multiple routes into 
tle l'J.chelin from the east 80 as to sweep and enclose the enemy in the final 
area or operation. The 11th ACH had options of lroving southwest from An Loc 
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CO N rl DENTIAL. 
through Minh l'banh along Hwy 245, genere.l.ly west trom Chan Thanh (Thumler 
Ill) on Hwy 2'YJ, or west along l3ourdar,r Road. (Giant Swath), a Rome plow cut 
running weat trom Thurvler Ill.. into the Michelin. The 3d Bde could use the 
IX:llIlD&rT Road approach and Hwy W running mrthveat tram Ben Cat to the 
MicMlin. 

However, with advancement of D~ from 19 Mar to 18 Mar, a number of 
opt,ions and pl.anned actions were affected. 

Initially" TV 1-11 assumed OPCO! of A/1-5 CaY, 1 at Cav Div (AM), etfuct­
ift 1S06CX> Mar due to circ'UlUtances prerlously mentioned. 

On 18 Mar TV 1-28, UDiar OPOOlf of the .'3d Bde, initiated operations by 
establishing FSPB Pica.rd;y vic rr6)9492 from which RIF and night patrol oper­
ations were comucted 80uth of the Michelin. The planned use of PSPB Lorraine 
was mt exereiHd to the extent. $ljDQi'l,due to the tight time schedule. '1" 
1-4 1IIO"t'fJd. overland from Di An to colJlD8nce RIr and nis;ht patrol operations 
west of TblDier I Tic %1:749453. The 1-18 Int (-) .,ved by rotaI7 wing trom 
La.1 lbe to COBDence RIF aM night patrol operations 80uth ot the Michelin. 
This unit encountered the first signi:ticant. contact ot the operation aJlDllg 

units with the 3d Bde &8, during the evening hours, an ambuah patrol trom 
C/1 .... 18 Int vic rt'596470 engaged an unlm>wn 81 .. enenv toree for approx:1mately 
two hours resulting in 1 US killed and 7 US wounded. Subsequent battletield 
searches produced 1lEl'l8lq' KIA.. 1 radio, 2 RPG lawx:hers, 8 AI{ 478 and enenv 
mapa am c:locumlnt s. 

Unit. ot and under OPOOH or the 11th ACR conmenced operations with TF 
1-11 movemnt overlllnd !rom ThUllier II v10 X1'782556 to the .K1chelln to com­
mence JUF and n1&ht pat-rol operations. ArIT plan to uae Hw;ra 245 and 2)9 as 
JIUltlple approach zoutes would hIlve been difficult du.e to the one dq advance 
in operatioDB. S1gn1t1cant contact w:1.th eDBDV toree. was establlshed by Trps 
B and C ot that task toree at 1600 hours vic xr600510. A total cL 24 eJ'lUU 
vere killed,.in & lrief 15 minute contact vhUe 4 US soldiare were wouru:l:ld. 

~taneoua with these actions the 3/11 Cay moved overland from pos­
itions eut. ot La1 Khe to the Michelin via lbUDiary road. behind TF 1-11 88 
pl.a.DMd.. Co)( (-) ot this unit part,iciI8ted in the JIl)st product1w contact 
or this first da;r or operations vic %r575S55 when it engaged arv:1 k:llled 34 
ot an WlknoWn st. .. force. In &(kUt1cn, 'S ellU\Y pW., 2 51 cal J.Cs and 1 li8ht 
.. chine gun were captured. other elements ot the 3/11 Cav, Trps L alXl H, engaged 
ell8DV units in the late a.t'terooon vic .xrS65S!iO and :t.r574544 resulting in 12 
e11811T kUled at a cost ot 12 US woUIJied. 

Throughout the 18th ot Mar the Air Cay 'rrp ot the 11th ACR Emgaged groups 
ot eneD\V' torces in the nort."ern Michelin resulting in J9 enell\Y k1l1ed (confirmed) 
aM 12 enenv ldlled (possible). 

On 19 Mar TF 1-28 contlnued. a search of Objective 10 and attacked oorth­
east to seise and search Objective 7 (Annex A .. OPORD 7-69). l'he 1-18 Inf (-) 
attacked mrthwest to sels. and search Objective 8. These units exper:ie need 
little contact on this date. 
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However, action with e1elDUlts of the 11th ACR continued at high levels 

on 19 Mar 69 during sea.reh operations in the oorthern halt of the Michelin. 
In the late a1't.ernoon at 18(X) hours Trp B ot TF 1-11 engaged am ldlled 24 
enemy and captured 1 pW in a 20 minute skirmish vic n 553521. ShortlJ" there­
after elements ot the Civ1l.1an Irregular Defense Group (ClOO) tram the .Minh 
'fhanh Spec1al Forces Camp, operating with the 11th ACR, encountered an enllD1 
toree vic r:t562'J16. Atter a quick exchange ot tire the contact broke. Co M 
and Trp L/)-11 Cay moved to reWoree and reestabliShed cont.act approx::1.matel:1 
15 minutes later. A two hour contact supported b.r light tire teama, artillery, 
ani Air Force C47 "Spook;ylt a1rera.tt, resulted in 24 aneD\Y killed and one capt­
ured. 

Adjustments were rmde in the Task Organization of elements of the 11th 
ACR on 19 Mar with new allignment as follows. 

TF 1-11 
B/1-11 
C/1-11 
D/1-11 
A/2-213 
D/2-28 
A/1-5 
How/1-11 

3-11 Cav(-) 
H/2-11 (-1 Plat) 
L/3-11 
z-r/J-11 (-1 Plat) 

TF 1-213, atter ambushing vic 11'6149 and .rr6250 during the evening or 
19 Mar, lIOm on a::> Mar to roobile blocking positions along the stream from 
XXliJ54 to lT6158. TF 1-4 moved. from ambush positions vic XT7053 am .x:r6853 
to bloeld.n& positions vic .rr6154. The 1-18 In! (-) lJI)ved from ambuah pos­
itions to occupy blocldng positions along the southeastern edge of the Mich­
eUn trom .tr59W to Xl'Jl47. Again these units experienced little en8UV con­
tact with the event ot greatest lX)te being the captureot a 12.7 mm anti-air­
craft machine gun vic Xl'593503 by D/1-28 Int. The 1-18 In! (-) participation 
in Atlas Wedge terminated this date as the unit was IIDved by rotal"1 wing from 
south ot the Michelin to D1 An. 

Again 2) Bar proved a lucrative day tor 11th ACR elements operating in 
the mrthem Michelin. A major engagenent in the operation occurred at mid­
morning with insertion of the Aero Rine Platoon vic Xl';FJ 5'Jl5 to corJiuct bomb 
damage assessment. missions. The platoon began to receive fire at 1130 hours. 
As contact developed, the unit was reintorced by a platoon from M/3-11 Cav, 
a platoon tram L/3-11 CaY, and Trp C/1-5 CaY, the 1st C~ Div (AM) unit. 
Light Fire teams, art1llezy, tactical air stri.kee J and Air Foree SpoolQ' air­
craft supported the contact which continued sporadica.lly until 1745 hours. 
Total results "ere 1 US !CIA and 12 US wounded While 74 ene!I\Y killed. 'Were 
counted in subsequent searchos with 28 AK 47 and 20 SKS rlf'l.OS cap:.ured. 

Task organization underwent further cha~ on 20 Mar as operational con­
trol of A/2-28 and A/1-5 was transferred to 3/11 Cav and a ClOO Compa:I\Y' was 
given to 3-11 Cav. 
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On 21 Mar TF 1-28 COMucted RD' op.rations in areas southeast of the 
Michelin whUe TF 1-4 conducted reconnaiasance-in-f'oree operations oorth 
to block1.ng positions vic xr6154 and xr6155. TF 1-11 ani 3-11 Cay contin­
ued search operations in the northeastern portion ot the Michelin. There 
were very tew engag_nta on this date and none ot major proportions. Dur­
ing the ear17 morning hours lI'SPB Picardy' received 18 to 20 rounds of' (J) mm 
mrtar tire which ca.ueed. DO casualties or damage. During the dq the Air 
Cav Trp ot the 11th lOR engaged two amal.l ll"Oups ot enemy resulting in a 
total of 4 10 kUlttd. 'l'h. )-11 Oav lIDm from the operational area owrlan:l 
to FSPB Doc (lT6t3520) in preparation tor termination of' its participation 
in A.tlas Ii edge. 

On 22 Mar TF 1....28 was DDW<i owrlmi !'rom f'1eld positions to FSPB Picardy. 
TF 1-4 continued search operations vic n6154 and was transterred to OPCON of 
11th AOR f'or continued operations in the Michelin. lilemants of the 3-11 Ca.v 
terminated participation with an overland. move !'rom FSPB Doc to positions 
east ot Lal Khe. TF 1-11 continued search operations northeast ot the Miche­
lin. 7:he major contact ot the ~ occurred when the Air Cay Trp sighted 13 
VC Yic xr~5. C/1-11.1Jt)ved to the area aM engaged the eneXI\Y sporadically 
for approxiDately tour hours suftering 5 US wourxied while killing 11 of the 
enem;y am capturing 1 P'.'I and one AI 47 rille. 

On Z3 Mar the 1-28 Int (-) conducted reconnaissance operations to the 
east of 'SPB Plca.rciy without tiignit1cant contact. Meanwhile TF 1-11 and TF 
1-4 continued search operations oortheast. of' the Michelin. Realligned task 
organisation tor TF 1-11 and TF 1-4 wa.s as follows. 

TF 1-11 
B/1-11 
C/1-11 
D/1-11 
H/2-11 (-) 
D/2-2S 
Plat 919 Kngr 

TF 1-4 
C/1-4 
A/l-22 
A/~18 
Pla.t/B/1-4 

Again the only contact of' oote on this date was with the Air Cay 'l'rp Which 
sighted 10 we vic xr598562 and engaged them resulting in 4 VC KIA. A later 
search of' the area. by C/1-11 Cav located 3 AK 47s, 1500 lbs ot rice, and 
miscellaneous medical. supplies. 

On 24 March 69 TF 1-28 continued to con1uct reconnaissa.n.ce-in-torce ani 
night ambush operations vic FSPB Picard,y speriencin,g several small contacts 
throughout the day. In the early Dk)rning RCN/1-28 sighted approximately 25 
VC :n:> meters troll. their position vic n649471. The enenv toree was engaged 
with artillery resulting in 6 YO IIA (Poss). At approx1.na tely the same tim 
an ambush patrol f'rom RCN/1-2S engaged and ld.lled 3 snelllV'. A light fire team 
supportin8 the oontact was alllO credited with 3 VC KIA.. Later in the roorning 
RCN/1-28 again engaged 2 YO vic xr 649471, ldlling one of them. 
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On the same day TF 1-11 continued overland IOOvement from its field 

positions northeast of the ?<'.i.chelin to Thunder II and terminated its par­
ticipation in the Operation. Operational control of TF 1-4 returned to 3d 
Bele effective 241;ex> Mar thuB reIlX)ving the 11th ACR trom the Uperation as 
a control headquarters. Records indicate that TF 1-4 is referred to as TF 
Haponski att.er this date. 

Again 2.5 Mar fourxi TF 1-28 and TF Haponsld. conducting RIF and ambush 
operationa near FSPB Pica.r<tr aM northeast of t ,8 Michelin respectively. 
Reither el.e.ment experienced significant contact. TV Haponald. mved elements 
into aDd occupied. FSPB Doc on 25 Mar. 

The D8Xt s1gn1t1cant engagement tor either ot the units occurred on 2.S 
Mar when, early in the morning hours. FSPB Doc W88 subjected to a heavy in­
direct fire and groUlXl attack troll several directions. EneDV strength was 
estimated in excess of one compan,y. The engagement resulted in 4. US KIA and. 
26 US WiD with 2 tanks and 1 APe suffering damage. A sweep of the perimeter 
area jUBt. a.f't.er dqlight and on 1 Apr located 10 e1'l81lt'f KIA and 2 RPG launchers. 
Sca.ttered small engagemsnts aM attacks by fire continued throughout the area 
during the morning. 

Contact in the area ot operation was negl1g;l,ble again until .30 liar when 
TF Haponski engaged in one of t t, e moat signi:ticant contact s of Atlas VJ edge. 
On 30 Mar, task organization, after several previous adjustments, was as fol­
lows. 

1=:i?a In! 'Picar¢() 

B/l-28 
C/l-28 
0/1-.28 
RCN/1-28 

TV Hiponski (I£c) 

B/1-4 
C/1-4 
0/1-11(-)(OPCON) 
PLAT/A/l-28 
A/2-28 
PLAT/B!2-34. 

On JO Mar TV Haponski was to coIXluct RIF with three teams from FSPB Doc, 
TM C/1-4 was to RIF to vic rr170SSo, TM B/1-4 was to nove to blocld.ng posit­
ions vic Xl' .585552. am TM D/1-11 vas to RlF to vic ll'583558. Contacts occ­
urred ear17 am continued through the major part ot the day. At en 50 hours 
vic Xl'SS5S35 Tm C engaged a smaJ.1 force resulting in 7 VC KIA. At 0835 hours 
at the tIaDIIII location an estimated aneuu platoon was engaged. This brief con­
tact resulted in :3 US III and 5 US 'NIl. Later at 0110 hours the Hq section 
of 1-4 Cay was tired upon vic Xl'S66.548 With contact. brealdng soon thereafter. 
A search located .5 VC KIA. Tm D/1-1" in process ofaxacuting ita RIF mission, 
first engaged. the enemy vic J:1' 17 5546 at 093:> hours during which 1 US was ldlled 
and. 6 wounded. ActiYity int.er.ud..f'ied at 10)0 hours &8 the third at the three 
teams, Till B/l-4, made contact vic J:1'560555. A. the cont.act. was supported by 
art1llel7, tactical air st.r1lces, and hunter killer teams, Tm C/1-4 IlDved to 
reinforce. This one hour engagement resulted in 52 VC KIA and 21 weapons 
captured While US forces suffered 11 1d.lled and. 13 wounded. A 31 f:ar sweep 
at,the area located 4. additional wouI¥1ed Pds. A contact was reestablished 



~~""""""""",,"""""""".E~"""""""""""_ Reproduced at the Nabonai Archives 

in this same area at 1525 hours by Tm B which broke almost Jmned.iately. _ 
The contact resulted in 7 enelIiY 1d.lled and one enenv wourxled ~ttr.ed ltlUe 
there was one US woumed. 

Search and RIF operations around. the two FSPBe (P1cs.rctr aId Doc) and. in 
the northero Michelin continued during the period .31 Mar - 2 Apr. On 2 Apr 
TP' HaponaJd was alert.ed to prepare to discontinue operations in the Michelin 
an:l d1aeet.abUIIh FSPB J);)c. Theae actiona did occur on .3 Apr as TF Haponaki 
moftld overla:ad to via FSPB Lorraine thu etfectiftly term1Jlllting 1st Int&Dl;r,r 
Diviaion part.ic1pat1on in Atlas Wedge. The 0100 Co1Dp&Iv wu mo'ftld b;r rotary 
winl to H1nh Thanh the same date. The 1-28 W continued to operate out ot 
FSPB Pic&rdT atter this date but not as a partioipant in Atl.. iN edge. 

1.3.( C) ~!1Chologi9N. OperatiolJl!l 

Psychological operation support was conducted in two :Plans. The first. 
was the IfOftening up phase where the ve/N'iA units were warned of their 1Dpend.-
1ng defeat. The "cord pha .. consisted ot the support ot combat operationa 
related to the operation. Th.1a phase inclmed both prep1.&Dlled targets &8 
well as quick reaction responses to units in contact. The division dropped. 
over 2.1:J),OOO leafiets in suppOrt of the operation with approxl.:mately 7~, 
000 in the first phaea, 1,000,000 in the second phase, and .38O,OCXJ in Quick 
Reaction. 

Appro:x:1.mately 15t ~ minutes of lomspea.ker hours were flown with the 
breakdown as followl" 1st plane - 4 hours, 2m. plane - 5 hours, )rd plane 
- (Quick Reaction) 6:)0 hours. 

Leatlets used in support ot the operation weret 

a. Phaae I 

(1) Sare conduct passes. Target VC/NVA. 

(2) Message to the 7th NVA warning them ot their event.ual deteat. 
Target 7th NYA Division. 

(.3) Warning ot B52 strikes. Target VC/NVA. 

b. (k\;ls('" II 

(1) Sate conduct paBaes. Target VC/NVA 

I,,) \L Rally, you have lost leaflets. Target ve/NYA 

(.3) Fear of B52 strikes. Target VC/NVA 

(4) Rally or die leaflet. Target VC/NYA 

(5) Exploitation of r&lliers from C-61 and. A5S. 
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(6) t.:xploitation of ralliers. 

}lost units in conta.et had only safe cooouct passes dropped With various 
themes being broadcast. 

14.(U) Logistical 0m::rati2ns: The concept ot logistical support tor units 
engaged in Operation Atlas Wedge vas pri.mari:Q" by rotar.r wing aircratt from 
a fixed baM camp area. to temporary locations in the area of operations. 
Battalion trains areas were situated at Lai Khe base camp. Trains personnel 
secured all classes of supply from facilitie. at La! Khe based upon requests 
from units in the field. Supplies were then moved to resupply helicopter 
pads, loaded/rigged, and JIX)ved by heUcopter external load to the tield loc­
ation. 

15.( u) Engines, Op!rationsa Operation Atlas I~edgs was supported by the 1 at 
ani 2d Squads, Co B, 1at Engineer Bno The squads performed a total of four 
mine sweep operations in support of 1-4 Cay elements. In addition they were 
needed on numerous occasions to provide &ssi8tance in the destruction of mun­
itions am booby traps and clearing of tunnel complexes. The hlo squads per­
tormed in a wide range of their f'uniamental missions. 

,.6.(C) 

17.(U) 

Results: (Incl 8) 
a. Frierdly losses: 

(1) KIA: 22 
(2) Will 100 

b. VC Peraonnel Loss8s: 
(1) KIAtSC)t 421 
(2) KIA(Poas): 115 
(,3) P'rif 16 

c. VC Equipment Losses: 
(1) Weapons: 2)(CS), 103(SA) 

Lessons Lea.rnedt , 

a. ~ Maneuvering of tracked vehicles in rqbber. 

( 1 ) ObservatioQ! Rubber plantations offer advantages and disad­
vantages in terms of maneuverability tor eavalr,y operations. 

(2) E:v:aluationa In the Michelin Plantation during Operation Atlas 
Wedge cavalry units found north-oouth mvam.ent relatively free or complicat­
iona, eaat,-weat JIX)vement alightly les s so, aId diagonal l10vement extremely 
difficult. The grain of the rubber trees, i.e. the direction in which rows 
are planted, and d.i8tance between rows of treee are the critical tactors. 
There 18 an advantage in that rows of rubber trees assist in control or for­
mations sinee they S8M'8 to keep vehicles properly dispersed. There are 
ditficulties when encountering obstacles since maneuvering from one row to 
the next can be a difficult proposition. particularly if the adjacent row 
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is occupiod by another vehicle. There is real danger in passing the ell8lIV 
in h1a ~r8 to the extent that he is located between two veMelee. The 
eneJI\Y haa a fiank Boot at both vehicles; in addition the vehicle engaged 
from the fiank must return fire on enem,r with fr1elJily elements d.ireetl3' 
beyord in line 01' fire. 

(3) H!poPr.!H1It,ioPl: The 1-4 Cav, through teeting of seYeral man­
euwr methods during this operation, !oum that moNl8ftt forward ldth one 
empt.y row or rubber betWeen adjacent wh1cl_ bellt suited all advant. .. am. 
~ atDultaneo'Wlly. Veh1clea were clo_ enDugh together to pre­
clude b,ypUsiDs ... bunkers arr.l th_ permitting h1m the f'lank shot. At 
the __ tae t.he l1Dgle empty row between ".h1al .. p8l"lId.tted ma.neuwr to 
the tl.&nk 1n nent an obtlt.acJ.e were encol.Ultered (1.8. deadfall, ant hUla 
such .. are round in the Michelin, et.c.) Finally the 1-4 Cav accepted the 
fact that. d1ag0nal. novement. was virt.ually impossible am accounted for that 
fact in its planning of operations. 

b. Item: Anticipating ~nemy Actionl-

(1) Qbaernt1Qns During Operation Atlas Wedge enemy' forces dis­
played a propensity for quickly returning to areas of operation which are 
vacated by US forces. 

(Z) EvMuit;on: Much of the 1st Division succesu in Operation 
Atlas iiedge can be traced to the decision to relIl)'" all forces trom the 
Michelin temporarUy ln order to permit the Plant&tion to !ill again with 
enel1l1. The el'l8lV did, in fact, JIO'" back 1n.t.o the Plantat.ion on the heelB 
of the US departure, thus allowing h1m8el.f to be once again tixad in locat­
ion. ..~ the ensl\Y is of't.en a. difficult achievement for US forces. This 
same type of propensity to mve into voida lett. b7 dep8rting US lorees was 
ev1d.enoed When the el18lIV BIlved into FSPB Doc a fall mura after it Walt d:1.sos­
ta.bU.ahed. For a nore complete discussion see inten1f1l1W with LTC Negaard at 
InDl 4. In connection with the &nezv's return to the Michelin, the 1-4 CaT 
felt. in retrospect, that destruction of tortUicationa in the Michelin prior 
to the initial. departure would have enhanced their success on return. On 
their return they foun:i the emel'IV' had reoccupied maI\Y of the same bunkers 
trom which he had been or1g1onal.ly evicted. 

() Recommandat:ipn: That consideration be given to temporaril,y 
departing selected areas or operation with axpectation that the eneuv will 
return. FiDd forl.i1'1catlons should be destrared prior to the temporary 
depe.rtla"O in order to preclude the enenv'" use of'the fortifications when 
US force., reenter an area. This appeare to be a tecbn1que for f1xl.n,g the 
enellV forces which has mat merit when the area i& one vital to the eneIIW' I s 
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needs, i.e. one such as tho Hichelin. 

1 1 Incl. WILLIAM W. CAWrON 
1-Int.emew Report: LTC Haponski Kajor, Infantry 
2-Interview Report.: CPt' Seleor CODI!laDllilg 
.3-Inten:l.ew RtIpOrta LTC Price/CPr Menji'9a1" 
~ ... Report: LTC Negaard/MAJ Bemett 
!)..HIt.p ot Operational Area 
6-Summaz7 ot Tactical. Air Supp:>rt 
7-8UEa17 ot B-52 str1kea 
~otReaults 
9-Psychological Operations Leanet.s 
1o-Photographa ot Opera.tion( 16 each) 
11-1.'ape8 ot Interviews(2 each 5/1 reels) 
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INI'ERVI£.WEl:..: LTC .alliam C. Haponski, CO, 1 at Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1 st 
Infantry Diviaion. 

Ull'l;i;.Ii.~'l!.R: Jlu\J ~~illiam ii. Campion, CO, 17th Military History Detachment, 
1 at Infantry Di vi sio n. 

CAMPION: This combat a.rt.er action interview is being conducted with LTC 
W:i]l1am C. Haponski, Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st 
In!antry Division, on 8 April 1969, at La! Khe, Republic ot Vietnam. LTC 
Haponski assumed oomm&m. of this Squadron on 5 January 1969. The interview 
concerns the partiCipation ot his unit in operation Atlas Wedge during the 
period 18 March to 2 April 1969. 

Sir, in way of beginning, I womer ir you would describe your mission as you 
saw it, or as it was given to you, your concept or how you would accomplish 
that mi.Bsion, and how you were organized for combat? 

HAPONSKI: The mission was to seek out am destroy the NVA forces which int­
elligence indicated were in the vicinity of the Michelin Plantation, both in 
the rubber and in the jungle areas surrouming the plantation. My task org­
anization Was in1ti~ Bravo Troop and Charlie Troop or the 1st Squadron, 
4th Cavalry, each having an infantry platoon ard an engineer squad. During 
the course of the operation, I added at one time Delta Company at the 1st 
Squadron of the 11th Arnnred Cavalry Regiment. I also picked up responsi­
bility for a Fire Support Base titled Doc which had Alpha. Company of the 2-
28 Intantry securing it, along with a 105 batteI7 from Draw Btry, 2-33 
Artillery, and a 155 platoon with three tubes. There were other miscellan­
eous attachments such as signal and special engineer attachments. Later 0 n, 
Delta Troop ot the 1-11 ACR was switched with Mike Company, .3-11 ACR. In 
addition, during the initial stages of the operation, I also had Alpha Com­
PaJV', 1-28 Infantry attached, and I organized the:m. much as a Cavalry Force 
giving them substantial cavalry forces so they could operate in a IIDuntain 
fashion. They later lett. me during the course of the action. 

CAMPION: Thank you, air. As a aecom question, could you provide us a 
brief narrative description of the operation between 18 ¥tar and 2 Apr? 
Your IIDre detailed observations on encounters on 30 and 31 l-1arch would 
be interesting. These are the dB31'S of heaviest contact for elements of 
your unit. 

!!APONSKI: From 1;: through 21 March we corxiucted jungle busting operat­
ions in the vicinity of the Michelin, both to the east of it and to the 
south am east of it. During this period we foun::l some evidence or recent 
traffic, aM. we had one fairlY sharp clash. Charlie Company, 1-4 Cav, Hq 
element, 1 at Squadron, 4th CaY, on 21 March contacted an estimated 2 N"vA 
tJIliIlIId~i'.a:6uecIRtf.c'8.¢ the circumstancos were such that We could rot man­
euver etrectively against them. ~e had negative results on either side from 
tl 
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Combat After Action Interview, Haponski continued. 

From 22 through 25 March we operated in the Michelin Plantation, in the 
rubber itself, initia.lly unier the operational control of the 11th ACR. 
On the 10t day, the 22:nd of }>!.a.rch, we had a short contact with .2 NVA which 
rellUlted in one killed and one captured who provided us valuable intelli­
gence information. That night in our ~N position we received about an 
eatiJl1a.ted twn squad probe and again there were negati". casualties appar­
entlY on either side. W. continued our operations in the ){1chelin on the 
tollowing three dqa with IIDJIe scattered contacts with negative results. 
W. fourd on the 24th a very large rice and DDlIlitions cache in the southern 
part ot our area. There were brand new bunkers built in there, some of them 
without ove:ri1ead cover, and we had just begun to develop the total before 
daylight ran out on us on the 24th. The NVA continued to probe us during 
that period, and we returned fire at distances too great to have affected 
artY ld.lls. On the 25th we continued to find bunkers and equipment am. con­
ducted an mensive destruction program in one base c.~ whioh resulted in 
crushing or blowing about 150 newly constructed bunkers of the three to five 
man or eight man variety, total capacity when f'ully occupied could be as 
m.a..ny as 1500 NVA. This base camp we destroyed. On the 25th ot JI.arch we had 
a sharp engagement with .3 NVA recon men in Which we killed the three. The 
Hqs section of the Squadron and the Hq :section of Charlie Troop were actually 
the ones most involved. We had two US wounded on that particular day but 00 

unit identification on these ~NA. 

From the 2;t.h through the 29th of ~;arch, starting late on the 25th, we occu­
pied FSPB Ihc with one troop this time. Une of /Iff troops, Bravo, was detach­
ed trom Il8 and JtDved south to another task force. Not much happened init­
iall.7 arourrl Doc.rie comucted RIFs to the rortheast and Charlie Troop, 1-4 
CaY, secured a downed chopper in Which 5 were killed on the 27th. On the 28th 
there was a major attack launched on ths Fire Supp:>rt Base beginning at OW 
hours. It was a magniticantly coordinated attack with massive IIDrtar rounds 
and RPGs coming in simultaneously exactly at that time to include machine 
gun ani AK fire from outside the perimeter. The mrtar rounds landed squar­
ely' in the center of the Fire Support Base and spread out on all sides into 
the wire and out beyond the wire where m:/ Charlie Troop wa.a HONing - the bulk 
of Charlie Troop. 'fhe RPGs came from all sides, and I could oot begin to 
estimate the number. The reports were that they were being fired from ewI'jT 
side of the peri.meter, and I can personally verify' by watching them come in 
and listening to them that this was the case. As I 88'3, it was a magnificent­
ly coordinated attack - a standoff attack initially. The lIDrtaring ceased 
a.rt.er a period of, I would estimate, 4) to .30 minutes and we were able to 
evacuate the wounded aoo. the dead. We sustained casualties both from the 
RPG fire and from the mrtar fire. In the initial stages of the attack we 
had a contingency plan that one platoon of the Charlie Troop, upon &rry' att­
ack, would sweep immediately outside aroUlli the perimeter, wagon wheel arourrl 
the perimeter, firing to the outside. This W;:1.8 done, and I feel this was 
the determining factor in discouraging any major ground attack. The closest 
that the NYA got to the wire was about 75 metere. I feel that they probably 
would have come in had they felt that they could take it; but with the Charlie 
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Troop platoon wheeling the perimeter and firing, it made it difficult for 
them. Unfortunately during the course of this action, at about 03.30 in the 
mrning, one of the Charlie Troop vehicles threw a traok and another one be­
came bogged in a swamp just outside the Fire Support Base which immobilized 
the platoon for a period long enough for the NVA to group a.m attack the pla­
toon. The platoon responded with massive fire power. We continued to call 
in artillery which had been coming in all th1.8 time, am this attack was de­
feated with the wounding of only one of our own men. The attack again was 
launched with nort.ars and with RPGs and with small arms fire. The one thing 
that did bother me all night long ae we continued to receive this tire was 
the twelve man patrol. This patrol we had in the stream bed about ~O met-
ers from our p:>sition, and it was obvious that there was a major attack on 
the Fire Support Base, and for a period of time we lost comraunications with 
this patrol. And with all the firi.ne that was going on, it was difficult to 
tell if they were in difficulty. As it turned out, they were not, and the 
night passed with 00 incident. The shell craters the next mrning revealed 
that there were in excess of 150 rounds of nr:>rtars - 60s and 82s - and there 
were three 107 rockets Which were fired during the course of the attack. He 
could oot estimate how many RPGs were fired from outside the perimeter. ~ 
of t 'em were launched as roortars in the sta.ndoff attack from I would estimate 
aIt1Where from 2CX) to /IX) meters out. In the lIDrning, General Smith came to 
survey the situation, an:i shortly at'ter that, I believe it wae around 0030, 
General Talbott came. As General Talbott was talking to me on the western 
edge of the perimeter, another nnrtar attack hit just outside the perimeter 
along with RPGs. This time the entire Cavalry Troop was outside the perimeter, 
and they N!: the spot from where the RPGs were launched. They iJlmed1ately 
went to it and raked it with fire. Unfortunately apparently the small ele­
!:lent that had fired the RPGs had esca.ped before we were able to close with 
them. The sniping cont,inued around the Fire Supp::>rt Base until about ooon­
ti.me and A.f't.'31" that t,l.ere was no lOOn activity. That then is a recap of the 
events of the night of the 28th - the attack on the Fire Support Base. 

C:l· t he 29th we conducted RIFs local.ly and on the 30th went back into the Mich­
elin. The plan was to put down an. AVLB in the s::>uthern edge of :rq area of 
o~ra.tions and to sweep mrth. However, in mving the AVLB in position at 
first light, we mads a contact with a sizeable force. It was at least a 
platoon, a.I¥i the report. was that they ware fleeing nort.h. In the fire fight 
three of m:r men were killed and add!t;.onal ones were wounded. Since the 
report was that they were going mrt.h, I immediately disoontinued putting 
the AVLB in and. sent one Troop to the mrth on the eastern side of a stream 
in an attempt to cut the neeing NVA off, alii in tact it turned out that 
they did just this. They hooked into them as they made a western mve and 
immeK1iatel.y came under fire and returned tire on both sides of the column 
to the north and to the south. ~tr feeling was that the major portion of 
the enemy was still to the south of them af"t,er ha.ving outra.ced thea to the 
nort.h. Con8equently I turned the Troop to the south on line, brought my 
Delta Compa.ny ot the 11th Cay in, and turned them on line. Thus with Char­
lie Company of the 1-4 Cav and ~lta ot the 1-11 Cavan line, we began our 
sweep south. Bra.vo Troop a:t this time had been sweeping to the oorth on 
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the eastern side of the stream, and I brought them irrt.o a position just to 
the rear of the two southern sweeping elements. 'rie had barely begun the 
swetlp when Delta Compa.I\Y' was hit by heavy RPG fire and small arms fire. In 
this engagement 0110 tank was krX>cked out and one man was killed. I received 
the report again that large munbera ot the enem;,y were fleeing to the south, 
and I theretore echeloned Charlie Troop facing generally 8Out.h, but. vith 
their right tlank turthar e.xtend.ed than the lett. in an attempt, to torm a 
block, u I mveci Bra'VO Troop through the D61ta Compan;y Which had sustained 
the casualties 8l¥i, in rq opinion, was not ready to press on with the tight. 
Bravo Troop passed through Delta CoJ!lp8n1', an:! by this time I had closed two 
sides ot a square: Charlie Troop facing east, torm1ng a block and engaging 
the ~ as theY' ned southJ Bravo Troop pressing through Delta Conrparv and 
going to the south across the front of the block. Bra'VO Troop went through 
with all weapons tiring, putting out an amazing volume of fire as a C:lvalry 
Troop can, and yet they ran into a aecoJXl screen ot HVA RPG men.(It was) a 
very strong screen, and this screen hit three of their vehicles and caused 
severe casualties. The total killed for Dravo Troop in those three vehicles 
'Was eight. Braw Troop, however, did continue to press the attack a1.'t.er 
pulling back to reorganize. Ani when Bravo Troop hit this second l.ina of 
RPG men, I had. rrq first set of fires on station and began putting in sets of 
fighters. I believe the total was six, int.o the box that was formed by Bra.vo 
Troop on the oorth, Charlie l'roop on the vest, and the open stream on t.he 
east.. The only fia.nk that was mt covered by forces or by Air Cavalry 
screening was the south, and we were putting the air str.ikes in that area in 
the box to the BOuth and artillery across the south. As a matter of inter­
est, one of the prisonera wrom we captured the next. day who had been vounded. 
--we captured tour of them down to the 8outh. una of them iniicated that 
a1:xllrt, tJJ, he thought, had ma.n.aged to flee south, l'IIalV of them wounded. His 
group of ten then split up into a smaller group at four and the disruption 
was caused in tact by the artillery and the gunships and the airstrikes that 
wore put int.o the !!IOuth. So apparently large numbers of CA8ualties were in­
flicted on the neeing e~ by' the block:ing fires. I swept. Charlie Troop 
a.cross the contact area to the east. 'ria did not take t1.nrJ to pick up weap­
ons or count casualties or anything like this. They merely grenaded bunkers 
as they went and went all the wq acroS8 in front of Bravo Troop. Then 
Dravo Troop was brought cbwn to the sout.h grenacU ng bunkers and pulling out 
the dead flYA, collecting wea.lX>nB and equipment. Unfortuna.t.ely rq time ran 
out, aa:l it got dark before we ve.re able to complete our sweep through this 
complex. Therefore I teel that the total bod;r eo\U1t. in the two days at op­
erations at 90 k1l1ed and 6 captured WAS only a portion of the body count 
that we would have gotten had we not run out. ot ~light. As a matter of 
fact, for the next. two da;ys as we were sweeping tha area we found areas where 
N'lA had been buried, where they had been dragged oft, and ma.JV' blood trails 
going off in all directions from the area at contact. Uur feeling is, b2.sed 
on the intelligence that we gained from this contact, that we hit squarely 
into at. least one NVA rifle company and one artillery corr,pany from the 7th 
NVA Division. /lith a total body count. of 90 and 6 Ptl8, it is obvious that 
those two companies at least are now combat ine.f'fective. The operations after 
the ~h of :'~arch and for the next three c:Uvs until the 2nd of April, 'tJhile 
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Combat Arter Action IntervieVl, Hatx>nski continued. 

we remained in the l!ichelin, were sweeps, destruction of bunkers, finding of 
mre equipment, }XJking as ma.r:tY possible areas as we could to devw..op the situation. 
But we had no more enemy contact a.t'ter the J 1 at. I believe I rn.entioned earlier 
that on the second d~ of the operatiDn we did in fact kill four and capture 
four. 

CAMP 10 ti': Sir, another question here. How do you view these operations in the 
rubber plantation, the Hichelin Plantation, recalling the area which is nore 
routine tor your operations in the vicinity of Di An - Phu Loi? In other 
worde, how 00 you look at the }U.chel1n Plantation as an area. of operation 
for arIlDr? 

HAPONSKI: Unquestionably the ,~':icholin and areas like this are Where the 1st 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, should be in terms of Division resources in rrw opinion. 
'rie can operate in the Plantation with no problem Whatsoever. I~e can bring 
our massive firepower to bear, and we can maneuver. or course we can do the 
same thing in the Di An area. and in the Phu Loi area, but we don It find major 
INA forces down there; a11<1 we find ourselves doing such things as poking around. 
back yards with &ticks to tz:r to find a tunnel or two. This has a deleterious 
effect on the l.mits after a while. They don't get to feel that thEt{ are oper­
ating as Cavalry classically can operate. So we look upon the Michelin opera­
tion as a challenge. It was the first major engagement for this squadron since 
last fall When the Squadron went. .;..wrth to the An 10c - Loc Ninh area, again in 
the rubber, and scored very well. For Charlie Troop it was the f"irst. major 
engagement since }1q' of last year. All the people are new J all of the pe0-
ple were inexperienced. Charlie Troop in the Di An area hadn't even had a 
small contact. Bravo Troop had had a few small contacts in the Di An area, 
but as a Whole we must say tha.t the JOth ot March, or I suppose we could sB¥ 
the 28th or March - t ~ attack on the Fire SUPJX>rt Base - and the JOth of 
Barch in the rubber, were the first real tests for this Squadron in a. long 
tiroo. I am pleasoo with the opportunity to be able to operate in this area. 
The unit morale is high, the troops like it. For one thing it is cool under 
the trees in the rubber. i'hey can operate, and they feel. that they are doing 
the job that the Cava.lry" can do. I especially like to operate with my Delta 
Air l'roop in the rubber and arourrl the fringes of the rubber with the whole 
Squadron corducting sweeps and ga.ini.ng intelligence as the classical Cavalry 
Squadron is designed to do. 

Cft.;\IFlOr~: Sir, as a closing que3'tion to this interne .... , did you or your unit 
bring away from the operation any pertinent lessons learned? 

HAPONSKI: ','Ie most certainly did. One of the lessons that we l(jarned was the 
importance of accurate l"ep3rting. I am convinced in my mind that we sus­
tained some casualties because of erroneous reports, or incomplete reports 
perhaps I should say. These were reports given in the heat of battle which 
a r:cre seasoned unit perhaps would rut have given. I am thinkiYlg specific­
ally of: the re}X>rt that the ent3r:.ry was neeing south which was given to me 
which Was my reason for passing Bravo Troop without waiting for &'1 artillery 
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preparatinn in the area.. Of course with enOIlff units fieeing 80uth in droves 
as they were reported, and with the massive firepower of the Cava.lr;r, the 
thing to do in my mind 18 to pursueJ arti this is what we did. However, what 
was rot reported was that the eneIl\( apparently was in bunk:ere which were un­
known to us and that they in fact had an ax:ten.eive RPG screen and this is what 
ca.used tha c.aoualties when Bra.vo Troop passed through. The aaauaJ.tiea that 
Delta 8U8tained were no DOra than casualties normal.ly sutained in a cODi>at or 
a f'leeting collbat or this nature. But the ones that were suatained. were def­
inately !rom troops that were well entrenched. in bu.nk8rs -well disciplined 
troop. ani tho_ that would· starxl up in the ta.ce ot cannister rounds, 50 cal­
iber, small arms .1'i.re dallvered at them by the Cavalr:r Troop as it progressed. 
And had I had a m:>re accurate rep:lrt, it it could have been given by my sub­
ordinate eomma.rviers at that time, we would have held up for the artillery pre­
paration in that particular area. As it was, I put my air in; but my air Was 
south ot the p)int of heaviest contact due to the obvious requirement to keep 
the impact S!IItq !rom the friendly troops. That is one lesson that we learned, 
the absolute necessity of accurate reporting even in the heat of battle. 

Another lesson is in reference to operating in the rubber. Generally speaking, 
as I said, we can maneuver ver:r well in the rubber. However, in the r·iichelin 
you can maneuver very well in only one direction and that 18 north and south. 
You can maneuver fairly weU in an ea.st - west direction, and you can't man­
euver at all if you are going across the grain of the rubber. The Michelin 
from the air looks nice and clean, as if you ought to be able to drive down 
these roads with no problem. But, in fact, due to artillery, air strikes, 
arxl natural. causes, these lanes are clogged in lIl8.1V cases with trees. There 
are bunkers in them. There are huge anthill.8 Which have to be by-passed. So 
it is not just a question of getting on line and sweeping through a rubber 
plantation. You have to maneuver in the plantation, a.rd. you have to plan 
your maneuver in this particular case 80 that you go mrth - south or east -
west and not in one of the diaginal directions. The streams plq an imp­
ortant role in the Michelin. They can be both a himrance and a help. They 
are a help in that they provide good control features, they provide avenues 
where you can place your artillery and your air, ani effectively block. Arrl 
or course they also block your movement. An AVLB is abl50lutely necessary 
for operation in this &rea. In fact you must have two of them in case one 
malfunctions. The AVLB itself is not adaptable to being pushed through the 
trees, so that you have to plan your approaches to your stream ercssl.nga 
caretull;r and ,-ou must have good engineer supp)rt with you at all t_s. 

Aoother lesson that we learned is that you take time to blow bu.'1kers it at 
all possible. W. did this when we first went into the Nichelin on the 22rv:l, 
but we were called out to allow the Michelin to rill up with NVA forces and 
to go back in on the 30th which 'Wss, in tact, what happened. But in pulling 
out early, we were unable to destro;r many bunkers, and these bunkers that we 
did not destroy', that we in fact did not even locate, were the ones that 
C8.uaed Bravo Troop the ca5ualties in that short and fierce engagement. 'rie 
know that you must destroy these bunkers. Th8'J are fairly easy to build 
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seain - true; but nevertheless if you are going back in in a hurry, these 
bunkers at loast will not be ones that the INA will be fighting from. 

About the only other lesson I can think ot that we learned is that the art­
illery employment in the Plantation is as imperative as it 18 a.."1;y'Where. The 
rubber trees are easy to see through relatively by an LOH .t:l.71ng at treetop 
level. And in this respect the Air Cavalry 1s invaluable because they can 
count the bunkers and they can mark the btmkere very 8as:Uy. It is not like 
in the jungle area where you haft a denae canopy. The LOH down in the tree­
tops can in fact spot these bunkers and can spot active base campc!I. The Cav­
alry should be employed with its Air Cavalry Troop in rubber plantations, and 
it should be prepared to use aU the artillery and air as in any engagEment 
that it possibly can. 

CAMPION: This combat after action interview has been conducted with Li:~ 
,/illiam C. Haponski, the Comt'laooir.g Officer of the 1 at Squadron, 4th Cav­
alry of the 1st Infa..'1try Division a."1d concerns the participation or his 
unit in operation P,tlas iiedge durirv:; t'1e period H1 l-:arch to 2 April 1969. 
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OOMBAT AFl'hIt ACfIuN UlI'r .. RVn ... W 

INI't.Rvn.'ifiE: Captain James L. Selsor .. Conrnanding Ufficer, Troop C .. 1 at 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry uivision. 

INT.l!.RV]J:;i~~R: Hajor .'dlliam,i. Campion, COTmaanding Ufricer, 17th Military 
History Det.achlmtnt, 1 st. In! antry l.Ii vi sio n. 

CAMPION: This combat after action interview is being conducted with CFT 
James L. Sel80r, Conmarding Officer, Troop C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 
of the 1st Infantry Division at Lai Khe Republic of Vietnam, on the 8th of 
April, 191:1;. The interview concerns the participation of his unit in op­
eration Atlas Wedge with particular emphasis placed on the period of .30 -
31 March 1969, during which time his unit engaged in one of the heavier 
contacts of the 1-4 Cav in this operation. CPT Selsor, I wonder if you 
could give us a narrative descriptionof your observations of the activities 
on the 30th and 31st of March? These are the days of heaviest contact for 
your unit. 

5ELOOR:fle had been in the Michelin aoout four days before we went into 
this operation, and. the days we had been in there we had had small con­
tact 't'lith a total of 5 NVA. It was finally decided that these were recon 
forces so the concept was to pull back into Doc, pull everybody out of 
the Y.ichelin in the hopes that we would get a r..a.in force in there. 'rie 
pulled out for a total of about three days I believe it was. The concept 
of t he operation for that DX)rning when we left was for my troop to lead, 
and I had two A VLBs with me. There was one creek running before you act­
ually get. into the rubber where we had to launch the bridge to get across. 
We were then to go into the ltlchelin, and there are natural barriers there. 
There is a stream that runs oorth and south which split g our AD of the 
Michelin in hal!. Before when we had operated in there, we had to go far­
ther oorth to get. across the creek. fie had to go quite tar north into our 
AD in order to get across the creek an:1 then sweep south in this area where 
we had foutd base camps. The concept that mrning was to launch a bridge, 
an AVLB, across the creek at a southern point, go across it, ani then get 
on line and sweep north up through the base camp area. fie left at 0545 
in the mrn1ng.ile tad the first bridge in place by 0630. vJe had gone 
across that with 00 incidents. ~4e had cut up through the rubber and cut 
up to the place where we planned to put the AVLB in. he were still in col­
umn. I Was in column. with three platoons in column am my troop headquar­
ters behin;i, the 1 st. platoon. The third platoon was leading, ard. the third 
platoon lelil.der had the AVLB with him. 

gAJ·jpION: 1 wonder if I could interject a question here and ask you to give 
me a general statement or two about what other troops or element s of the 
task force were doing simultaneously with your roovement in column? 

S:s:LSOR: The Squadron had Bravo Troop and. also had Delta Troop from the 
1-11 ACR which was the tank company. Bravo was sUPIX>sed to sweep north 
on the east side of the stream. iJe were crossing over to the west side. 
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Bravo was supposed to sweep north on the eastern side. The tank company 
was supposed to follow me across, arxi they were to be part of my right 
nank and sweep oorth along with me. So they were right behini me in the 
column of march. We reached the aecorxl AVLB site, and the platoon had 
pulled up, aM th~ had their squad of engineers with them Who had dis­
YOOunted and started to sweep the road with security forces at their own. 
There were about six men on the ground with a tank right beh1r¥l them on 
the road. The AVLB was directly behind them, and the tank was behin:l that 
as security. Aa we started to approach the creek, the platoon started to 
see people rurm1ng through the woods. The first. rep:>rt we got W8.8 that 
there were three NVA running north through the woods, am they were load­
ed with RPGa was the way it came across the air. I reported. it to the 
Squadron, am we were told to engage them. So we started to enga.ge them 
with 50 caliber and the main gun of the tank with HK rowxls because we 
were a.bout .300 to 500 meters 8)J8¥ from the wood line, which would make a 
good shot with HK roum.a. Just about the time the exchange of fire began, 
a.n RPG or cla;ynore exploded down by the bridge site killing two of rtI'J men 
that were down there securing the engineers am woumed two at the eng­

ineers. At the time of the contact, we pulled. the third. platoon on line 
facing west. There was a clearing across the creek. He were parallel to 
the creek a.n:i on the oPJXlsite side of it shooting across the clearing in-
to the woodlino - shooting at the NVA running mrt:.h. 'He had the woumed 
and the two KIAs laying on the grourri in front of the AVLB •• We went up 
and tried to see whether we could still launch the AVLB across the site 
and determined that it was impossible, that the gap was too wide for the 
AVLB to span. So ve continued to deploy mrth. ioJe had an alternate plan 
in case the AVLB ooul.dn't be launched there. We had an alternate plan 
where we would go further north ani cross at our mrmaJ. crossing, get on 
line, am sweep south. I'd be on the western nank, and the tank comparv 
would be on my left on the eastern flank sweeping south. This was basic­
al.ly the plan we used. lrJe!lX)ved up oorth, changed our fornation into a 
double column formation for added security since we had already had a lit­
tle bit of contact. oNe went up to our mrmal. crossing site and. etarted 
sweeping west. We swept, straight west in a double column fornation. As 
we got further west, we were about )00 meters beyorx:l the st.ream where the 
grain of the rubber makes it impossible to keep a double column formation, 
before we got on 11ne. As we were getting to the point where we were go­
i;jg_~ to go on line am start sweeping eouth, I started receiving fire from 
both sides of the road or tra.1l. that we were on - a trail that IOOveB through 
the rubber. \~e engaged at that time deploying into a herring-bone forma­
tion ao we could bring fire to both sides of the road. A herring-bone 
formation is where the tracks just alternate the direction that they are 
facing. We were all in column facing in one direction, and when we her­
ring-oone, one track turns to the left, and the other turns to the right. 
This way they can bring their 50 calibers, their 7.62 machine guns, and 
also main gurus in fire in opposite directions. It gives you all around. 
security. After the contact subsided, we couldn It actually see whether 
we had inflicted any casualties at all. We took no casualties. l'ie got 
on line heading south, am the tank company came up behirrl UB; and they 
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got on Une heading south so at this time they- were on my lett nank. The 
1'orces we saw running through the woods before we had turned a.cross the 
creek were about a platoon sise. P'inaJ.17 we had seen al..m:Jst twenty to 
thirty- people running through the woods heading north. When we turned west, 
I actually belie.,. we cut them in halt. That is why we received fire from 
both aid". I think ws were engaged probablJ' with no more than & squad, 
but. we had out. them in half; ani that is wto" they had to t1&ht, and th6V' 
re~ did not want to e~age us at that t~. I had prev1oullb' neglect-
ed to lIt.ate t hat when we 100m out. trom our A VLB site - we had lett that 
deciding we couldn't launch the AVLB - &IIi we were .!roving north paralell­
~ the creek, the main unit or the lead unit, the Jrd platoon, spotted J 
NVA in a creek bed running am. crouching in the creek bed running rorth. 
We engaged them with a cannister rouni from the main gun ldlling two of 
them. The third one got away in the creek bed because we could rot get 
down in there With our vehicles. 'rie never did find him. We crossed the 
creek and, as I said, we were on line heading south. '.~e had gone about 
200 to ;:QO meters south when the left flank, the tank oomparr,y, was engaged. 
All I la¥>w of that contact is what I heard over the radio. I never act­
ually saw the contact. From what I heard over the radio, the tank comp~ 

on nry lett was starting to take heavy RPG rounis. And initially they had 
one kUled and. one ta.nk knocked out, ani they held in place. In fact I 
think they backed o1'f a little bit atter they got the wounded out. They 
backed up about 50 meters. I held in place, but we 'r/era del qed in hold­
ing in place. We were sort of echelon. de were ahead. of them, maybe up 
to a hundred oeters ahead of ther.t, and I was echeloned. back to link up with 
them. We stayed in place tcrr aoout an hour a.OO a. half. ''lJe never actua1.l,y 
had. 8.!'f1' contact during this tiIJ:e exDept. that lff1' left nank element, which 
was r:w Jrd platoon, could see people running through the woods. They 
would give IlI3 periodic rep:>rts that th8"/ could see 1'ive people, ten people, 
a.l'\YWhere up to twenty people. I think we counted a total ot sixty peopJ.c 
running through the woods who they engaged with their ~ caliber. These 
people were fJ)IJ meters away that we were shooting at 60 we never lcnew whet­
her we were hitting them or rot, but we were putting 1'ire down that way 
directly to the south. This contact was taking place about nine oclock. 
I believe it was that time because I remember looking at my watch when we 
were starting to put the AVLB in ¥he1J..;~'We had our first initial contact and 
that was alx>ut 0730. And it would ha.ve taken us an hour and a half to get 
to the p:>sition that we were in, !lla\Ybe a little bit longer. But it was 
nine oclock - ten oclock, somewhere around in there.,;hile we were in 
position, they- were bringing in a..-tillery and light gun rhips to the area 
to our front on these people we saw running a>la::f aM also close SUPP'>rt. 
And I could hear the Squadron Commander maneuvering Bravo Troop which had 
been sweeping mrth. He was swinging them aroUJXl to cross the creek, and 
his plan was to pas s t hem through t he tank eompa.n;r and co ntinue our sweep 
to the south. As Bravo Troop came on line, they were still getting close 
support from the gunshipsl. and I believe the Tac Air had started in about 
that t~ also 80 we had 'Lac Air support. Bravo Troop broke through the 
tank company, or passed through the tank company, and from what I could 
hear, they hadn't gone more than fifty meters - they were tiring with 
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everything they had - before they were also engaged with heavy RPGs and 
;Jwl arms fire. They took or it sotUJied as if they irxtediately took S 
casualties - B KIA and lllB.IW wounied arrl losing about four tracks am at 
least two ACAVs. The fire was 00 heavy that it forced them to pull back 
also about on line with the tank compan;y. I at'! not 8\ll"'$ exactly how far 
back they pulled, but I believe it was on line with the tank compal\1. It 
waa at this time that we receiwd an order to nank the bunkers. We had. 
l"tJcdived 110 firo over on nv side. I was on the rlght flank, and we had 
recebed 00 fire. So 1 held !Iff lett !lank in plaoe a.ni swept around. ~ve 
did a turning !OClwment 80 that we were facing east at this t1.me. We had 
sort. at an "L" formation with Bravo and. the tank oo11lJl&lV over on the north, 
ard I was on the west. I had a north - BOuth line facing east. Again We 

received close air support, and we continued to rove on through to the contact 
area. My right fiank elom.ent never saw arvthing. They never had arr:; con­
tact at all. l'here were a few bunkers that they threw grenades into, but 
there was never any fire received from them. The left nank end part of 
the contor platoon 'Ware the ones that received the brunt of the fire Which, 
a.t this time 'flaB jurst sporadic. \~ e recei wd no HPG that I know of. We 
just receiwd sporadic AK fire. I think the re8.80n was that, when we were 
sweeping west, the gun ports were all to the north; and the only things 
that were facing us were the entrances and exits to the bunkers 80 that 
the people in them couldn't actually fire at us very well. And as we nnved, 
I disroounted the infantry and also di8Jrounted sone of t he people from the 
tt'ac.1d!. . As the tracks nnwd along they threw hani grenades into the bunk­
ers and fired their small arms, their M16s, into the bunkers 'WhUe the ad­
vancing line kept 50 (cal) fire close into t: e flrl nt of the tracks to keep 
their people in the bunkers to keep their heads dawn. They reeeived some 
secomary explosions in the bunkers, and actuall.y we didn't fJtop to count. 
and see wro we had inside the bunkers. There was fire coming from them 
so we just threw the grenades in them and kept sweoping on through. 

CAMPI01!: I wonder if, at this point, you could descri.li.e the configurat-
ion or one of these bunkers am just exactly how one would go about throw­
ing a grenade in it if he were roving tbrough the area on a tracked vehicle 
or beside a tracked vehicle';' Particularly otf 8. tracked vehicle. 

StJ:..S::>R: The bunkers were "111 shaped would be the best wa:J to describe them, 
and at one end ot the "111 was their tiring port. This was facing oorth, 
and at the other em ot the ''1" was the entrance or exit. l'Ms was a wider­
opening, and it was nora of a straight up and down type thing where it 
would be difficult for a man to tire a weapon from it. So we came along 
- some of the tracks in the lead, if they kept up their 50 fire in there, 
they would be W18.bla to even poke their heads up to tire at us because the 
50s were pretty good at going right through their overhead cover. We took 
a look at it later arrl the 50s would go right through the dirt and t he logs 
and go into the bunker. So I imagine We were keeping their heads down, 
ani as the track would pass by, the gunner would lean wa;:{ out over the side 
ot the track and just drop a grenade down inside ot it. It Was a vertical 
drop on roost of them. Ne also had disnnunt.ed people. de ware running about 
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four people per track so that we could disJIk)unt one or two am fire our 
50s am drive the track and still have people on the grourd throwing tie 
grenades, an::l I aloo had an Wantry platoon with roo. 

CAHPIQN: I would gather that these were log and dirt bunkers with the sil­
houette above the grou.rd? 

s!;LSOR: They rose just slightly above the ground. I would say ma.ybe two 
or three tect was the hump of dirt. above the ground, and then they were 
sunk into the growd. three or four teet 110 a short. man could atarr1 up in-

side it, They' were good sized bunkers. They had a tiring port. 80 that 
they could stand. up inside it ani fire straight ahead. This was probably 
why' Bravo Troop received their fire. '.i.'he man could put an RPG in there 
and fire with relati va safety, run the wa;y that we were coming they could 
not fire at us very well. That is why we received only sporadic fire. 

CAHPIO~ Are you satisfied with the manner or the technique in which you 
neutralised theae bunkers? In retrospect, can you see a better wq it 
could have been accomplished" 

§&SOR: I think I would change t: e formation just slightly. Instead of 
putt1r~ all three platoons on line,,- I think I would keep one in reserve. 
{iith the infantry b:-!ck there, lot the lead elements fire at the bunkers 
and trj to neutralize them that w8:'J and let. this platoon in the rear be 
the ones to throw the grenw:ies in and. actua.l.ly sweep through the area aJXi 
make sure we had gotten everybo<ly in themJ because after we had made our 
sweep all the way through, Bravo Troop swept south. And at this time it 
(Trp B) was to our direct rear. And they were still finding people alive 
in the bunkers '''here they were getting sporadic fire. 

CAMP IrHJ: So the idea there then is that there is some value to having a 
::l8.ll on the groum beside the bunker to nake a. thorough cheek of it rather 
than going by on a vehicle'? 

:3ELSOR: Detinately • The only thing the tracks could do Was t.o keep their 
heads down, and of course the grenade was the best weapon that we had out 
thore because, even though the 50s did penetrate the bunkers, I <imtt know 
how effective they were inside. And you couldn't get a.rqthing else inside 
there. So as long as you could keep their heads down 80 t at they weren't 
shooting at you ani get up cl080 emugh to get a grenada inside, that was 
the best wea.pon that we had out there. Iou had to have the man on the 

grourJi to throw the erenade in there.i\e continued. to sweep to the east:. 
until we reached the clearing. iie were row on the opposite side of the 
creek where we tried to launch the bridge .~·I e came out into a clearing 
across there. We held on line there, ard they had Bravo Troop sweep south 
to our rear. J:'hey did a fine (job) of policing up the battlefield, and 
they were still find.i.n.:~ people alive in there. As for the extent of the 
~. fighting, this was the end. of it tor us. ~ie pulled into the clear-
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued. 

ing and resupplied out there. 

CAMPION: All right. Could you give IOO an idea ot the total distance you 
mve<i during the duration ot the morning? Also the physical dimensions 
ot the area in Which you were operating, in other words - oorth am south, 
east ani west, how bi8 an area were you operating in? 

~R: Well, I don't have a map with _, but when we roved out we lID'Wd 
tl'01ll Doc. Doc 115, ltd. SS'3, maybe two miles from where we tried. to launch 
our bridge or Where we had our init1al contact. From there we- wert. on up 
to where our st.ream crossing site was; I would s;q three or four kilomet­
ers. We went across there going due east, and we went about four kilo­
metera and we got on line heading south. Now ~ tormation was three plat­
oons on line heading south. Now we usual.ly use, or this day we used, three 
to four rows of rubber between each vehicle. I memed on line than from 
eight hll.IXired to a thousand meters with nu Troop. ~e learned also from 
When the tank company got hit that the;r were too spread. out, so we closed 
it up later on and only' had aoout one row at rubber between the tracks. 
This was when we were ma.ld.ng our assault. ~Jhen we were this close, our 
axt,~~n is about. five hunired 2ters. Our assault across Bravo Troop's 
tront and the tank company's !'ront was maybe two to three kilometers at 
the rroBt into the clearing. 

CAMP10.ll~ Can you gi va me your estimate at this point ot the capabilities 
ot the 3nenv torce that you faced? ';/hat ie your asseaament of his capab­
ilitY' and abilities? 

SELSOR: As I ha'V1iJ said earlier, we received sporadic AK fire. In fact, 
as we cheeked the bunk.ers tor the next. tew <iqa, I think we found a total 
of about. 5 AKa and. I think that Bravo Troop maybe turned up about the same 
number. What tc,e;:r rea.J.ly seeasd to be loaded. with were RPGs. Th8T have 
foUI¥l it to be an effectl"" alt.i personnel weapon, ani it 18 also etrect­
ive again.st the tracks. So I think that this would be their basic weapon. 
I rea.l.ly think that we surprised them that d.q, and. that is Why we saw 
them running through the 'Woods. But. they had tho818 bunkera prepared, ani 
what we ran into was probably a screening force tha.t was screening tor a 
larger torce that was running to the south. No one ever tried to gift up, 
although I don It know how much chance the;r had. But they taught until they 
didn't ha"Y9 art( ammunition. This maybe 18 another reason why we didn't 
receive so much tire. As I 9~, we received some second.a:ry' explosions 
when we were throwing grenades in the bunkers but. not mar.w. So they rrw.y 
have fired all or their aI!Il1unition at Bravo Troop, and had oothing lett. 
This ma;r be their biggest weakness - that they have only What they are car­
rying on their backs, ani they canlt resupply that well in a big fire fight. 

CAMPION: Then I gather you would describe them as a disciplined force that 
did mt wish to li.1ake contact at that particular time? 
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S1LSOR: Yes, that Would basically be it, because the bunkers we were 
running into, although you could fire from them, I don't think that they 
were fighting bunkers. They looked 1001'0 like this was a staging area. 
They were re-supply bunkers - a place where they had overhead cover from 
air observation and. a place where it was cool inside there. 'l'here '1118.8 a 
stream nearby. I'm sure it was a re-supply area or a staging area, am 
they didn't want to mlee contact in there. 

CAMPION: ~athout a map here, I am goi..ng to ask the Captain to describe 
as best he can the exact location of this bunker complex. 

SEJ:.S)R: There are natural streams that cut the Michelin and there is this 
upper ~cr~io.: - the northeast portion - ani we were fWing them in the 
!Outhwest .:!orner of this northeast portion. It was actually just a little 
off center from the geographic center of the Michelin - just a little bit 
oorthe.1:rt'; of tJhe center of the Michelin. We had been working in that area 
before, as I said, ~be four or rive days before we went in there. And 
we had found this base camp area where we had found quite a large cache. 
We had gone in there the next day with engineers and. blown up all these 
bunkers, but when 'We went in there on this day of contact, ill these bunk­
ers had been rebuilt. They had gone in there and completely rebuilt every­
thing we had destroyed. 

CAMPION: Captain, in closing here let me pd;.i'o.ce this question with the 
remark that your unit or your anroreci elem.ent had not had recent previous 
experience operating in the rubber such as one fird.s in the Michelin. 
Your area of operation is norma.l11 down aroun:l the Di An - Phu Loi area 
or on occasion in jungle maybe, or near JWlgl.e, but not in a rubber plan­
tation as such. In view of that could you give me what you feel to be 
your one or two mst pertinent lessons learned from this engagement? 

SELSOR: One of them, I have already mentioned, is that you can't be dis­
persed widely inside the rubber. We learned that in the initial contact. 
Ani, as I said before this, we were putting four ~be five rows ot rub­
ber between the tracks which just gives you visual contact, ani it is DI83-
be twenty five meters between the vehicles, but when you are going into 
a bunker complex, you can't see the bunkers until you are right on top of 
them. If they eet in between the tracks, they have got good nank shots 
at the vehicles. In fact Bravo Troop took some nank shots. This is where 
th&y' got a lot of their casualties, because they had gone right through 
the bunkers or right past them before they saw them. So we changed it 
after that. We would leave only one row of rubber between the vehicles. 
This gives you enough room to maneuver your vehicles slightly it they run 
into an obstacle where they can go into the next row and get back on line. 
Arrl also insures that you are not going to leave a bunker untouched, that 
you are oot going to go by one and leave it in between you. I think this 
is the biggest lesson that we learned. Also you need depth to your for­
mation if you run into these bunkers. \';e went in there on line, all three 
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Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued. 

platoons on line, with just a few vehicles like my troop headquarters in 
the rear the first time. It we went back in there again, as I said, I 
would put. aoother platoon in the rear with the ground elements to sweep 
through the bunkers, to insure that we had swept through it and gotten 
eveqbody in the bunkers. There is very little cont rol problem inside 
the rubber, because the rubber has a natural grain to it where you can 
put your track in. Once you are in the grain ot rubber arxl you have got 
your tracks on line, the only thing is you'va got to keep them on line 
arxl that is rot very hard because they can 88e each o;'her looking right 
ani lett. They have only got one direction they can go.' :fou don't have 
them deviating to the right or the left, as long as they stay in the row 
ot rubber. 

CAMPION: Do the trees pose any problem in traversing and firing to the 
na.nks with your gun tubes? 

ShJ:..SOR: You can traverse slightly. Actually it all depends on the rub­
ber. l'here are ditferent sections. ~'l'here W8 were this day, the rubber 
was wide enough that it would take a tank, and u long as it is wide enough 
for the tank, he can traverse a good ways. There is no problem there. 
When we got on line to sweep east, we were going against the grain ot the 
rubber, and we were lucky this day. It wasn't t.oo bad. But we ran into 
a point where there just weren't arr:/ rows wide enough for a tank to go, 
and we had to crash a Whole row ot rubber tor the tank to get through which 
slowed us down considerably. And there are d1!feront soctions in there 
where this happens, where the ACAVs can get through there alright, but the 
tanks rave trouble because the rows of rubber are 90 close. But in the 
Fj.chelln, going north or south, the rows are wide enough to take a tank 
and there is no problem. But when you go east or west, that is when you 
start to run into the narrow rows where you have a little bit of difficulty. 

CAMPION: Let me ask an additional question here. It one of your vehicles 
approaches one or these bunkers, how would you describe the method in which 
it is engaged, both with the min gun and your 50 caliber? Give me a lit­
tle description of that. 

SELOOR: (In) the main gun we were using entirely cannister, and this is 
effective up to five hURireci meters - aqywhere tram two hlll¥ired to five 
hURired meters. And we used this just to generally fire in front of us. 
I don't think anyone actually tired a cannister round into the bunkers, 
because it would be difficult to get the gun tube into this configuration. 
He used this mainly to keep the head.8 down ot the enenu in front ot us. 
Ani then as we approached it we could see the bunkers, and 50 (cal) fire 
alllXl"t naxt to or directly in front of the vehicles and into t.h e bunker 
was the mat effective weapon that we had until the ground units could 
get up there with the grenades. Like I said, the 50s were able to pene­
trate their overhaad co-nr, and I believe this was eftecti ve in keeping 
the enerru troops uni~r cover. 



Combat After Action Interview, Selsor continued.. 

CAMPION: In view of the extensive use made by the enenu of the RPG w8aIX>n, 
let me ask you if you roved buttoned. up in any of these engagements, arYi 
if so, in what manner? 

Sl!a..OORl I think mst of the ta.n.k drivers drove buttoned up that day, be­
cauae we had bean attacked before during a mrtar attack; a.t¥1 we had taken 
lOme casualties with drivers that remained. unbuttoned.. The ACAV drivers, 
the majority of them, re-.1ned. unbuttoned, just peering over t.he top of 
their hatches. I think most. of them feel that t.heY' have just as much chance 
looking over it. as down inside the ACAV because i! you took an RPG in the 
front., it. would penetrate it. wry easily. There would bcIJ 00 question on 
that - 1! you t.ook 0118 in the front that the driver would be a casualty. 
So they remained unbuttoned 80 they could see better and probably protect 
themselves batter. It>st ot them carry a rine or 45 up there next. to them. 

CAMPION: This interview has been oor¥iucted wit.h Captain James L. Selsor, 
who.; is the CommaIJiing Officer of Troop C, 1 at Squadron, 4th Cavalry, of 
the 1st Infantry uivision and. has to do with the engagements am. partic­
ipation of his unit in operation Atlas Wedge particularly during the period 
3D - 31 Y.arch, 1969. 
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COMBAT AFl'h:R AC1'ION INTERVlliW 

INrERVIEWEES: LTC Robert. E. Price. Comnarding Orficer, 1st Battalion, 18th 
Inf'antry. 1st Intantry Division and Cpr Milton R. Menjivar, Company Com­
mander, Compan;r C, 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. 

llI'l'ERVlEWER: MAJ Willi&m. W. Campion, Comma.nd1.ng Officer, 17th Militar:r 
Hi .... ory Detac_nt, 1st lntantry Division. 

CAMPION: 'l'bia combat atter action internew is being conducted with LTC 
Robert. E. Price, the Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 18th Inta.nt.ry, ot 
the 1.t Intant.ry Division. Colonel Price assumed COllZlAnd of this unit on 
1,5 December 1968. The interview is being coooucted. on the 10th of April 
1969 and. concerns participation of Colonel Pr::tcels unit in Operation Atlas 
Wedge during t he period 1 a March to Z) March 1969. 

Sir, in way of beginning this conversation, I worder it you could describe 
your mission in this operation as you saw it, your concept of how you would 
accomplish that mission, and how you were organized for the task given you? 

PRICE: I'J811, our mission ¥las a ver:r simple one: to find VC who were believed 
to be SOlIIIItplace a few kilometers southeast of the Michelin Rubber Plantation 
- an ll11lc:mwn size torce. I had to accoDqJlish I!ff portion oi this taSk three 
oi my companies: Bravo, Charlie, and Delta. About mid-mornlng on 18 March, 
I inaerted Braw, Charlie, and. Delta into the southern portion of grid &quare 
6241. We l'IOyed about a half a kilomter to the east from. there, and then 
began B)~ in a column of companies on a reconnaiasance-in-forc:e o!"6ration, 
northwestward up along the river bed. We ¥lere loo~ for art¥ signs of ene­
rrI1' activity as we DDwd to the mrthWeat toward the Michelin Rubber Planta­
tion. The rest of the dqlight houra that dq were apent moving up this 
river bed and along the wooded areas to the west of it. The IOOve was rather 
uneventful. We fouai mthing signif'icant. We placed one air strike into a 
heaYily wooded area to our front as we DDved. We used artillery to our front 
and fianka as we mved. \-le did quite a bit ot reconna.iasance by fire as We 
moved. Verr late in the attermon as ¥Ie reached an area appro.x:imately two 
ldloJllBtera southeast of the Michelin Rubber Plantation, our companies then 
began to split out int.o area8 where they were to Bperd the night. My Bra"VO 
Company"a lIOuthern unat element placed itself into a coI!lp8..l\1 sized lIJN pos­
ition. NorthWest of Bravo my Delta COmp8J')1' broke out into three platoon 
sized ambuahes. Delta Companyla ambushes WC'e generally astride the 61 grid 
l.iDe and just. south of the 47 grid line. My Charlie ColIJXLny continued to 
l!X)ve to the oorthwest closer to the Michelin aId set up three platoon sized 
ambush positions approximately one and one half kUomet.ere southeast of the 
edge of the Michelin Pl..antation. I will backtrack for a DDment 8ld mention 
that fairly late in the &ft.erlX>On, as Charlie CoJUpany was about to receive 
resupply and. the resupply slick aircraft. was coming into Charlie IS position, 
the aircraf't, just as he was about to touch down, suddenly moved VI!JrY' quick­
ly sk;yward aoo disappeared trom the area. This puzzled us all until the 
pilot radioed. back that he had just been locked onto by radar and 80 had llDved 
quickly out of the area. A few minutes later. he did return to the area and 
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Combat After Action Interview, Price - Menjivar continued. 

deliver the supplies. This was the only significant indication that we had 
received during the day ot VC activity in the area. It was imp.:>ssible to 
determine the location of this radar, and we were told by the pilot that we 
could not determine its location or its range but that he was CGrtain that 
his aircratt. had been locked onto by radar. As darkness tell, Captain Men­
jivar, Charlie Company CoJllr.lallder, set up his three platoon ambush sites gan­
eral.lT on a line north to south. He placed him.selt with his center ambush 
platoon in an open rice paddy, situated it along a riee paddy dike, quite a 
h:.igh d.1ke I might add, Which was to be a very important factor in a tlre 
right Which his company' engaged. in later that night. 

CAMPION: Thank you, sir. At thia point we will ask Captain Milton R. Men­
jivar. the Company Conrnander of Charlie Company, to describe the actions 
of his unit on the evening of 18 Y.areh in the rice paddy and dike area that 
the Colonel just mentioned. Captain Menjivar assumed comr,and ot Charlie 
Company on the 20th of Februtu7 1969. Captain Menjivar. 

MKNJIVAR: At awroximately 2»):) hours I had D\Y three ambush }X)sitions set 
up generally in the 59 - /JJ grid square generalJ..y pa.ralleling the 60 grid 
line. M;y oorthern-llXlst ambush was covering a trail. junction. M;y center am­
bush, the one I had fIl1 Charlie Platoon with, was in the center of the rice 
paddies with clear fields ot tire in all directions. My 8)ut!:ern-m::>st am­
bush was covering a trail that went through a thick.~.vooded area to nw south. 
:;Je had not completely Bet up',tbe amb'U.8hee. when rq rorthem->IDst elemnt re­
ported hearing voices to their front. Later it WaB explained. by one of my 
Kit Carson Scouts with that element that the voices were inquiring as to Who 
vas in that area. Shortly after this happened, about a m:lnute or 80 aft..er 
this happened, one ot the men who was directly facing the trail that runs 
east to vest. saw a we in f'I) nt ot hia position and triggered orf the ambush. 
Inmediately attar this, all the claymores in that ambush went otf. A tire 
fight started. The ve, apparently taken bY' eurprise, conducted counter am.­
bush techniquea and assaulted the ambush. We could see from our center ale­
tent genere.l.l.y where the fire was coming from, ani I had one machine gun open 
up directly in front of the ld.lling zone. This way the VC were waJ.ldng into 
this tlanld.ng tire 88 well as the fi re from the ambush. I got e8Cordary re­
ports from the platoon leader of the oorthern-l'!l)St ambush that they' had, in 
fact, aurrered about six casualties an:i that there vere dead VC intermingled 
with the wounded and that hand to hand fighting was going on. At this time 
I sent OM halt ot the platoon I was with, the center platoon, ro roth to re­
info rce this AP and help them pull their wourded back. At the same time I 
had l'Iff southern-m:>st ambush I'OOve from their location to the position where 
1 waa at and. started setting up a perimeter. This action took about fit­
teen minutes to be completed. The southern mst ambush joined ma in tT¥ cent­
ral location. The northern-mst ambush pulled back with their l«>urrled, ani 
we fOl"ll8d a perimeter in the centar of the rice paddy. At that time it had 
been reported to me that six OOdies had been counted in the location where 
the s.mbush had been popped. i'here was a lull in firing that lasted about 
twenty minutes at V:is time, at which time we got only spor-d.dic small nrY:18 
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fire. Just at the tir.1e that t::e perimeter had bean completed and the troops 
were digging in, we got hit by snaIl arms, mrtar, ani RPG fire !rom the 
northern section of the perimeter, tram the western section, and we cont.­
inued to ,;et probes from the eastern section. From the west we spot ted two 
men crawling on their bellies towards our location. We put tire on them, 
and the next. rrorning one body was revealed in this location. The only act­
ion we got from the south was a few sporadic roun:is apparently troll VC try­
ing to break contact or Who had been separated from their element. When 
this action first took place, I had artillery illumi.na.tion brought in to JI'iI' 
north, and I had artillery Jlli brought in approxlmataly lj)O meters to the 
'West where the action was taking place in order to keep this eneDV torce 
from pulling back. As soon as nv people had. bean consolidct.ad in the per­
imeter, a tire ny team reported in location, and they went ahead to give 
me cover am screen nv flanks with their sp:>tlights and with their gun ships. 
A helicopter nare ship also reported in with them and continued to provide 
illumination. At that time the artillery illumination was discontinued. 
These elements provided support for approximately 40 minutes until which time 
a "Spooky" nare al-tip reported on station to cover the duties While the hel­
icopter elements went back to refuel and rearm. The first IISpooky" stayed 
on station until about :22(}) hours at Which time he departed, a.nd the fire 
fly team. returned. The fire fly team worlt('d the area all arown rq perim­
eter. He did not spot any enel1\Y activity with the exception of two VC 'Whom 
they spot ted in the wood line to nv south where ll\Y southern-nost ambush had 
once been located. At about midright the fir'9 fly team departed and was re­
placed on station by another "Spooli;y11 which worked in the area until 0200 
in the lOOrning. At tha.t time he departed and the artillery took over the 
illumination. The last rounds fired by the enenv were tired at approximate­
ly 22JO hours. The whole action lasted about two hours with a lull of about 
twenty r.d.nutea which took place at the time I was reorg&ni.1Iing m::J elements. 

CAMPIDN: Captain, I have a oouple of questions here I want to ask you. 
First, can you give me a brief resume of the casualties on both sides? 
Second, did you get a.ny indication of wlit idontitication, arJi if so, how 
did that identitication come to you? Third, I want to ask you, in your 
considered opinion, What you felt the size of the element was that you came 
up against that night in all the positions? 

ME:NJIVAR: A resume of casualties on both sides: my COI'!lPany suffered ono 
I:Ja1l killed in the initial contact a.rxl six men wounded, one of whom later 
dif:Ji of wounds. In addition to the six bodies that had been observed on 
the northern ambush site a.f't,er lI\Y eleroont had pulled back, we found seven 
bodies around IIty perimeter, ;rost of them on the rurthern side with the clos­
est about t ::ree feet from the porimeter. I estimate the enenv force to be 
00 smaller than twenty men and 00 larger tha.'"l fifty. The 1lRterial that we 
captured initially incluied a radio which 'WtlS concealed in an amnunition 
cnn, about ten pou..ms of documents including maps, fire direction center 
equipment, a great deal of medical supplies, and then the normal parapha.na.lia. 
or ecar ani w'.)apons carried by NVA. (;pon screening of t €lee documents it 
\'[().3 later found out that this eleI:lent was part of the 211 st t;VA Hegiment. 
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CANPIot~: I am goine to turn at this point b2ck to Colonel Price who hlls a 
couple of cOllJl:'.ents that he brought forth in a conversation that we ha.d a. 
moment ago that I would like to have included. here. 

HUGE: Although we will never lcn:>w for aura just how large the enemy force 
Wa.8 which hit Charlie Company tha.t night, I can think at the nt>ment of at 
lea.st. tour iactors. four things, to which I can attribute Charlie Company' 8 

success that night and the fact that they did not sustain more casualties 
than they did. One i8 Captain Menjivar' 8 decision to consolidate hi. comp­
any at the time that he did, to prevent a.rv enemy infiltration in between 
his platoons. That's something that the enemy was attempting to do. Two is 
his fortunate selection of an area in which to consolidate his COrnpan;'!. He 
selected a rectangular rice paddy which was surrounded nos.t fortunately by 
unusually high paddy d.ikes, am this W&.5 ol great help to his people that 
night during the fire fight. Three, I think the illumination support which 
he received all night long was a major factor in the success of the company 
and the discouraging of the eneIl\1 from launching aqy- further attacks against 
Charlie later on in the night hours. IllUllination support was outstanding. 
Four, I think we can attribute the CO~18 success that night to the sim­
ple fact that Charlie Company just. fought like hall. 

CAMPION: I will ask the Colonel at this :fX)int to carryon with <l narrative 
description of the operation as he saw it com:.encing on the 19th of Harch. 

FRIel;: I don't have much of significance for the operation of the 19th ex­
cept that in the morning following Charlie Compan,yl s rore thorough sweep of 
the i.ntned1ate area., I had m:I Delto. Company then roove over am link up with 
Charlie ani 1mve through the wooded area to the mrth of Charlie Co1llpa..lW 
from which we suspected the enenv force my have emerged the night before. 
Defore I tOOvad Delta into that area, however, I had called in an air strike 
and worked Oftr the wooded area rather thoroughly. i~hen Dolta Company rov­
ed through the area, they foul'li nothing or significance in the area. I con­
tinued on to the mrthwest with Delta CompalV' on a recormaissance-in-force 
on that da;r. Charlie Compa.ny then m:>ved out on a reconne.iusanee-d..n-force 
in its own direction, a.ni Bravo continued to the oorth on a recon-in-force. 
That night ill elements ambushed. again, am on Thursday the a:>th ot March 
all elements continued reconnaissance-in-force operations. All of nr:r ele­
ments were ext.racted for retum to Di An on the af'ternoon of 20 Parch. 

CAMPION: Sir, I would like to ask you a question regarding the area in Which 
you were operating Slutheaat of the Michelin. How do you view that area, 
relmmbering your l1lJre routine operational area Which is in the vicinity of 
Di An? 

PIUCE; 'i'he area intnediatel,r southeast of the Hichelin was for rrr.r troops a 
!!Drs ploasant area in w}:l.ich to operate, if we can say that arry area is plea­
sant, because the area there is nora open. There are rore open spaces. l-1an­
euver is easier. The jungle is not quite so thick as it was in the area 
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where we were work1ng just a few d~s prior to this. And for several weeks 
prior to this operation, r.v battalion had been operating in the Di An area 
where there is a lot of water. There are a lot of swampy aI'\la.8, aa:1 my 
troops had been in the water quite a bit at the ti.me day and night. Going 
is extremely slow in such terrain and the troops are always wet. They have 
foot problems because of immersion foot, am maneuver 18 extremaly difficult. 
But:. we folJ.l'd. that up near the Hichelin things were a lot different. 'tie could 
1lIU1euwr much more easily, and we had better observation am fire against 
the enenv. 

CAHPION: Sir, as a final question here, I would like to ask you if you or 
your unit brought away from the operation an,y leesorus learned? 

PRICE: Let me answer that question by saying that, first, I think on the 
first day the battalion gained good e:x:perieree - rot necessarily a lesson, 
but good experience. Having worked in the Oi An area pretty much in plat­
oon am compal1Y' sized operations quite a bit, we needed mare experience in 
operating together as a battalion. And we got a little bit of experience 
on the 13th when we were able to insert:. as a battaJ.1on, corxiuct the recon­
naissance-in-force as a battalion, and then break off into compa~ ambush 
areas later that day. That was only one day, but it was valuable for all 
leaders concerned - operating 8.8 a battalion. 

NoW so far as lessons learned are concerned, r can think of one important 
lesson that was learned, am that was learned by Charlie Company specific­
ally, and that is the value of locating platoon sized ambushes within a camp­
arr;r within reinforcing distance or one a.nother. That became quite obvious 
that night, and it was a big factor in the 8UCOOsa of the company. 

qAMPION: Captain Menjivar, r will ask you to add any lessons you may foel 
you have learned. out in this operation'? 

MENJIVAR: I feel that an important lesoon learned is that, once that you 
haw been detected by the enemy, your prime concern should be to get good 
fielda of tire, to consolidate your elementa, and get Ulumination to exploit 
these fields of fire. In other words, try rot to concern yourself too much 
with concea.l.ment, but concentrate on cover, fields ot fire, getting good 
killing zones, and having illumination available to use these killing zones. 

CAlPION: This combat after action intervie-w has been conducted with LTC 
Robert E.. Price, who is the Commanding Officer ot the 1 st Bat tallon, 18th 
Infantry,and one of his unit comr:.andors, CPT Hilton R. l':enjivar, who con:r.:ands 
Charlie Company or that unit. 
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COMBAT AFI'bR A(Jf 10 N INTERVlEh' 

INrERVIEW'EES: LTC Carmen D. Negaard, ColJll'1laJ¥iing uf1"icer, 1st Battalion, 
28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division and. MAJ Larry T. Bennett, Executive 
Officer, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry lJivision. 

INI'LRVIEWEE; MAJ William C. Campion, CoIIlnaniing Officer, 17th Hilitary 
History Detachment, 1st Intantry Division. 

CAMPION: This combat atter action ·llIt.erview is being conducted with LTC 
Carmen D. Negaard, the Comm.anti.ng utficer of the 1 at Battalion, 28th Inf­
antry, ot the 1st Intantry Division, on the 15th of April 1969, at L&1 
Khe, Republic ot Vietnam. Colonel tiegaard &88umed cormnand of his unit on 
the 21st of September 1968. Tris i.:~\Srview concerns the participation 
ot his unit in Operation Atlas l'iedge during the period 18 March to 2 April 
69. Colonel, perhaps an appropriate question to start with might be one 
of aaldng you your mission as you began this operation, hoW you planned 
to accomplish that mission, and the task organization with which you were 
equipped in order to go about it? 

NEGAARD: Our mission on this operation was really three-fold. First, we 
had to build a Fire Support Base - Fire Support Base Picardy - just south 
of the Michelin Rubber Plantation froll which to support. the 1-4 Cav in 
their operations up in the rubber, since there was m other artillery out­
fit that could reach them and sUPIX>rt them. Our secord mission was to search 
out certain designated objective areas, find out if there were any VC in 
the area, and destroy their baae campa. Our third mission was a blocking 
role just south of the Hichel1n, to catch and destroy any of the VC that 
may nee south from the 11 th Cavalry and 1-4 Cavalry operations in the MiCh­
elin itself. For our task organisation during this period, I had ra:r Bravo 
Company over on ThUl'Xier I am Thunder II locations so they were not avail­
able tor the operation. I cross-attached my Alpha Company to the 1-4 CaY, 
and in turn received Bravo Troop ot the 1-4 Cay to join the Black Lions. 
I used Charlie Compan;y to build Fire Support. Base Picardy. This was a pure 
infantry outtit, and Delta Company was cross-atta.ched with 1-4 Cay. This 
really left me With two maneuver units, both croas-attached with the mach 
- Bravo Troop and Delta Company - ard my Recon Platoon B.8 an additional 
platoon siud maneuver unit. ":e started the operation on the 18th of March. 
I had m:r Ta.c CP at Fire Support Base Lorraine, but Charlie Company trom Lai 
Khe (went to) the Fire SUpPOrt Base Picardy area. They conducted a sweep 
of the area &lXl began to build the Fire Support Baae. My Delta Company, 
as I mentioned, had been on the Thunder positions. I had them switched 
with Bravo. We picked them up at the Thunders am brought them to Picarliy 
where, late in the day, they were cross-a.tta.ched with Bravo Troop of the 
1-4 Cay as they passed through Picardy from south to north. These two man­
euver elements then lOOved up to ambush and blocking p:>sitions vic of grid 
square 6149 and 6250. Each one of theae maneuver units did put out a plat­
oon sized ambush to pick up any enera:r in the area, and the main elements 
were of course in blocking positions. \~e used the Racon Platoon to ambush 
in the local vicinity ot the Fire Support Base the first few days in the 
hopes they could pick up any body that rrdght work into the Fire Support Base 
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Combat After Action Interview: Negaard - Bennett continued. 

to see what we were up to. rie had negative contact on the night of the 18th. 
";e started out the roorning of the 19th with Delta Comparl7 searching out the 
objective in the Thi Tinh area which was in the vicinity of grid square 6150. 
Bravo Troop went to the southeast vic of grid square 6249, again to search 
out the area, destroy the base camps, and any enem;r in the area. We had neg­

ative signiticant fWings this day. Atter the sweeps we again ended up in 
the same basic blocking positions as the previous night, again with two pla­
toon siRd disrrounted ambushes. Since we had negative contact. in~this ba.aic 
area ani evidently the 11th Cav a.rd 1-4 Cav were not nushing an:r eMm.y for­
ces south out of the Michelin, it was decided that on the 20th we would move 
over on the west side of the Thi Tinh River 'Where we had had previous good 
luck during the :mnth or February and early March with our ambush o'98rations. 
50 we proceeded with a batt&l.ion minus, more or less of a column lOOve. up 
through the south edge of the Michelin Rubber Planta.tion to get some good 
crossing sites across the 1'hi Tinh and. get over to the west aide. As we roved 
through the edge or the rubber - - on the edge of our Rome plow area - - our 
Delta Compal'l1', which was the second company in the column, BlX>tted some fresh 
digging. They di8lt()unted and swept the area and foum some anti-aircraft IX> s­
itions back in the Rome plow area just to the rear of the bunkers in a well 
concealed bunker. In this bunker we fown a 12.7mm anti-aircraft weapon in 
perfect condition with a;am:) and a complete ld.t. It was a significant find. 
That night we occupied blocking positions west of the Thi TiM with Delta 
Company in grid square 1146, Bravo Troop ot the 1-4 Cav in grid square 5811>. 
Again we had negative contact in this a.rea. On the 21st of March, we search­
ed. out some objective areas that were known bal!l8 camp areas. '(Je had ambushed 
aroum. these particular areas during saveral periods in February and early 
March, usually coming up with a good body count, but not wanting to pp in 
the base camp areaa with a pure infantry unit. This day Delta Company spent 
the basic part of the day in grid square 5646, found numerous bunkers and 
miacel1an80ua gear and equiPIlBnt, b¢ no significant findings. Bravo Troop 
workad baaica.l..ly in grid square :filth again with negative fi.OOings. That par­
ticular night, Delta Company occupied a blocking position vic grid square 
5846 and. Bravo Troop in 6045 again with negative conta.ct that evening. Dur­
ing the early IlX)rning hours on 22 ~ch, at 0400 hours I believe, Fire Sup­
port Base Picardy received 20 rounds of Wnm mortar fire. The fire came tram 
6(jJ to 700 l1lEJters to our south. All the rounds did land outside the barbed 
',.,ire, we had negative casualties. Our Reean Platoon which had been conduct­
ing local ambushes heard the rounds going orf. gave us an accurate location, 
we had rapid counter mortar which silenced the rrortars and was a significant 
factor in our negative casualti88. During the dq or the 22nd., since we had 
had very little action west of the Thi TiM, it was decided to roove Bravo 
Troop and Delta Company back to the east side of the Thi Tinh River - - in 
tact all the way back over to the east side ot Fire Support Base Picardy - -
to search out an area where Dograce (1-18 lnt) earlier had had some si.gni!­
icant contact. We crossed the Thi TiM River vic Xl'623463, had no contact 
in crossing the river. After crossing the river, roving back to Fire SUpport 
Base Picardy, Bravo Troop lead tank hit a mine at X!648472. At the &a.lI18 time 
they did spot 2 VC, and there was a possibility that this was a cornrr..and det-
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Combat After Action Interview: Negaard - Bennett continued. 

onated mine. They returned. fire with negative results. They also had neg­
ative frienily casualties. They towed the tank. with them back to Fire Sup­
p:>rt Base Picardy. Delta Company which was following Bravo Troop also had 
one of their tanks hit a mine about 1:1662447 again with negative casualties; 
but by the tJ..ms this happened it was a.lnDst dark_ and they HONed in that 
location tor the night. Again that night W8 had negative action. On the 
oorning ot the 23rd we returned Delta Compa.Dy to the Fire Support Base and 
SWitched. Charlie Company, Which had been in the Fire Support Base, with Del­
ta. TheM two units then - - Charlie CoDlpS.IJJ' and Bravo Troop, 1-4 Cay - -
searched. out the area to the east at Fire Support Base Picardy, that is Char­
lie Compan;r to the east. ot Fire Support Base Pica.rdy and Bra'YO Troop to the 
northeat of the Fire Support B&ae. Again we toun:! numerous base camps, but 
the VC seemed to have evacuated the area. We had negative contact.. On the 
24th or March these units continued their search ot the area oortheast of 
Fire Support Base Picardy. This particular day we sent Racon to the area 0 f 
the m:.lning incidents in the hopes that they could pick up some of the VC 
that had been sighted in that area which up to this time had been the only 
sighting. This tactic paid off with about the onl.y results of this operat­
ion when vic 1:1649471 in the early morning hours Reean sighted 25 VC. Un­
fortunately they were about sao l'.IIIJtera S)lq, too far to engage with small 
armIS. They did qage with artillel')", aId watching through tho starlight 
SCOp8( theT estimated that 6 were killed in action. They were credited with 
6 III Pass}. A few minutes later 3 VC came walking out on the edge of the 
Home plow right to the rmnt of Recon - about to metera in front at Recon. 
They did engage these three with amall arms and clB¥DDres and killed three 
ot them. Again a little later just betore dqUght, obserrlng through the 
starlight scope, they saw 3 VC to their east out on the Rome plow cut, very 
possibly 3 ot the initial 25 that 'Wore trying to get out at tho area. They 
were too tar to engage again with small. arms. However they did rave the light 
fire team in the area, a.nd. this light fire team was directed in by Recon on 
these 3 VC with result at getting all three of t hoee VC. Just betore d..qlight 
two JD:)re VC ca:me along the edge at the Rome plow cut in front of the Reeon 
poSition, am they engaged these two getting one of them as a KIA. The other 
one escaped. Howevar_ he was wounded.. They did have a blood trill. On the 
25th of March 1 was scheduled to go on R&R to Hong long, 80 1 turned the com­
mazxl of the Battalion over to Major Bennett, the Executive Officer. He will 
pick up the action from here. 

CAMPIDN: This interview will be cont.inued here with t1ajor Larry T. Bennett 
who is oormally the Executive Officer ot the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry. 
However, in the abaence of Colonel Negaard, he was the acting Commanding Uff­
icer during the period 25 to 31 March 1969. lI.ajor Bennett. 

&:N1iETT: The rorning of the 25th of t1arch saw the two teaJJ8 - - Draw and 
Team Charlie - - moving back out con::lucting RIF operations back to Hwy 21.tO. 
~;e received the mission from Brigade that morning that we were to lose toose 
elements at the 1-4 Cav and those that were trom the 34th Arm:>r as at 140) 
hours that afternoon. As a consequence we wanted to position our Charlie 
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Compa.ny down in the southern portion ot our area to cor'duct platoon sized 
ambushes. So we used the 1-4 Cay elements to run Charlie Compa.ny down to 
the l!IOuthern area and to drop them off at a distant point. At that time we 
released control ot the 1-4 Cay elelOOnt. J and they roved back up into the 
area vic of Fire SUP1'Ort nase Doc. At the same time we placed our Delta 
Comp&J1.1 to the west in a rather lucrative area where Recon Platoon had their 
contact earlier. Between the 26th of March and the JOt,h. the 1st of the 2Sth 
(-) continued to comuct bomb damage assessment in the southem portion of 
our area. of operation during the dq, and at night we continued conducting 
platoon sised amb'llShea with negative result8. We saw very little mvement, 
in fact no movement at all, and the trail traffic seell8d to have dried up. 
On the ))th of }1arch, in the early oours ot the nnrning our Charlie ContpaIl7 
was air assaulted into a strike area just north of the Michelin Rubber. The 
misaion was to of course conduct bomb damage assessments eniing up in a night 
blocking position to support Task Force Ha.ponski, which was operating in the 
}!ichelin. At 1700 hours Colonel Haldane, the Brigade Col'llll8.lder, gave Defiant 
(l--2Sth In!) a company of tanks. Consequently, I joined them in the Y;ichelin, 
took them north, am. married thet1 up with our Charlie Company. That night we 
established a company sized or a reinforced company sized ambusl. po;;it1.on in 
the rorthern edge of the rubber. The ne::x:t. nx>rning we conducted a r;"obile block­
ing operation across the northern portion of the rubber. At 1100 hours we 
received the Word that the one tank compaZV would go back to the operational 
control of the 1-4 Cav. Our Charlie Company was picked up at 1400 hours and. 
air assaulted again into the a:>uthern portion of our area of operation to 
conduct aoother bomb damage assessment. Attached. to them was one platoon ot 
tunnel rats from the 1 at Engr En. On the 1 at of April, our Charlie Company 
down in the south contimled conducting a reconnaissance-in-force looking tor 
recent trail activities and. trying to loca.te base camp areas. Our Reconnais­
sance Platoon departed in the early rorning hours to the north and east on a. 
4 day operation in an attempt to pick up recent trail activities and perhaps 
locate base camps. Alx>ut mid""'llX)rning on that day they ran into a snall baBe 
camp complex Which contained. in excess of three tons of rice. Some ot it was 
old a.rd rotten and was destroyed in place. The remainder was extracted back 
to La! Khe and turned into the Brigade 5-5 for use in civic action projects. 
The remainder of the day saw no significant activities and on the 200 of April, 
al though continuing to corxiuct our reconnaissance-in-force during the ~ and 
our ambushes at night, there was negative further conta.ct. 

CAMPION: At this point we will turn the interview back over to Colonel Negaard 
who will provide closing remarks regarding the operation. 

NI:;GA,ARD: ~ ,~he oparation called ,',tlas Hedge was officially terminated 
on 2 April, the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, continued to operate out of Fire 
Support Base Pica.rctY up until today actually. ~Je were operating as an infan­
try unit with no mech forces with us. However, we were reinforced. by Alpha 
Company from 2nd Battalion, :28th Infantry, so this gave us three company size 
maneuver units plus our Recon Platoon. he operated basically east of the 
Michelin Rubber Plantation and in the east edge of the rubber itself, and 
just south of the Michelin Rubber' Plantation with a considerable degree of 
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success. 'de reverted really to the ambush type of operations we had used 
in Febru.a.ry and early I~h. In the ~;.;era.tion Atlas ~iedge itselt, we did 
not meet with arry particular success mainly because the VC had noved out of 
the area. It is '/J.W opinion that the mcrveJIJ:tnt ot the 7th NYA Division into 
the northern edge of the Michelin Rubber Pla..ntation had necessitated pulling 
the locale, the 9.3rd Rear Service Group people, up into the rubber to sup­
port the 7th NVA Division to operate as guides a.nd to provide food ani f!IO 

torth which lett. this area that we were operating in relatively' barren of 
enemy forces. 'tJe had a relatively s1.gn1!'icant action when they cloaed out 
Fire Support. Ba.ae Doc. It's a known ract that the va do COmB in am dig up 
the positions and the sumps looking for discarded material that r:ay be of 
value to them - C-rations and so torth. On the evening that Fire Support 
Base Doc was evacuated, we sent our Recan Platoon up to the southern edge in 
an ambush IX>sition where they could observe the Fire Support. Base itself. 
Just prior to dark they did observe 9 VC out in the open in the vicinity of.' 
Fire Support Baae Doc with an additional two observing down the road to the 
south. '{Ie called in a light tire team which came in up Route 2lIJ low level 
over the Recon's position and caught these VC in the open.. The light fire 
team got a body count ot 6 ve at this t.1.me. They worked the area over until 
dark at which time we continued artillery in the area. Later that night, 
the Recon Platoon ambushed in two separate encounters three ve, and later on 
one ve, getting four body count by small arms. Searching the area the next 
lOOming .. they policed up an additional J VC that had been killed by artillery 
for a total of 13 VC in this particular action. We've had several other con­
tacts, IlDst. of them small. running aJ13Where from 1 VC to 11 or 12 va in each 
particular ambueh. So baaica.l.ly it is the same type of operation as we prev­
iou.s.1¥' conducted - small platoon sized. ambushes. Today i6 the 15th ot April, 
am I turned owr rItI battalion in a change of cOl!r.1and cerelOOny at Fire Support 
Base Picard;y to LTC Kenneth Sweeney; and, as of this date, they are continuing 
to operate out of Fire Support Base Picardy. A significant incident might be 
that the last thirty minutes before I le£'ti, they had just had another conta.ct 
on the east edge or the ltl.chelin with 4 VC with at least 1 bo~ oount so they 
are continuing to operate with success. 

CAMPION: This combat a..fter action intervie'rl has been conducted with LTC Carmen 
D. Negaard, the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st 
Infantry Division, and concerns the participation of his unit in Operation 
Atlas Wedge in the Michelin Hubber Plantation during the period 18 Harch to 
2 April 1969. Aleo inaluded is 14AJ Larry T. Dennett, who is the EJcecutive 
Officer of the same battalion, who discussed operations during tho period 
from 25 to 31 Harch during which tirre he commanded the unit .. 
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Reprext;ce-j at ::ie ~~at:or a; Arcn~\{es 

CON Fl [)[f\!'r'!\L 
S\llII'll.&ry of Tactical Air SUppert 

M Tar ORO TYPE ALC IDA -
180935 XI' 57 S535( Be) 4-Napalm 2/F100 2 barracks damaged 

4-'!:I::tJ# 2 barracks destroyed 
7KBA 

180955 Xl'573535(BC) S-7CJJ# 2/F1oo 7 barracks destroyed, 5 dam-
l6OO-2Omm aged, 3KBA(OO), 3 KBA(P.,s) 

181030 Xl' 573515( BC) 4-7 CJJ# 2/F100 2 barracks destroyed, 4 dam-
it-Napalm aged, 1 KBA( B C), 5 KBA( Poss) 
1600-4)mm 

181210 :a>600512(:SC) 4-750# 2/F100 NBDA 
4-NapaL'll 
1600-20mm 

1812)0 XI' 590511 ( Be) 8-7;1)# 2/F100 5 barracks de8troyed, 10 dam-
aged, 2 KBA 

181340 XT516530(BC) 4-750# 2/F100 4 barracks destroyed, 7 dam-
4-rockets aged, 1 KBA(Poss) 

181345 x,r576530(BC) 4-750# 2/F10J 4 bunker destreyed, ". damaged, 
4-rockets 1 KBA(Po8s) 

181407 XT574539(BC) 4-500# 2/1100 3 bunker destroJled, 3 damaged, 
4-Napalm 4 KBA(P088) 

181425 X!575538 (BC) a-mil 2/AJ7 4 bunker destreyed, 8 damaged, 
574540 4 KBA(Poss) 

181900 Xf59S564(BC)/ 4-500d 2/F100 NBDA 
TIC 4-Napalm 

190826 Xl'593567(BC) 10-Napalr.l 2/F100 75 raeters tunnel destroyed, 5 
bunker damaged. 

190910 J.T59256<](BC) 4-IjXJU 2AJ7 3 bunk .. destroyed, 1 SEC exp-
4-Napalm l.ded. 

191120 XI' 558536( BC) 12- ;l)Od 3/A11!. 2? bunker destroyed, 9 damaged, 
5 KBA(BC) 

191235 XI' 580 545(rIC) 8-500t! 2/F100 2 bunker destroyed, 2 damaged, 
5 KBA(Poss) 

-'-"" . 
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191520 

201228 

201312 

201330 

211106 

211.200 

211130 

211518 

2115)) 

211720 

220849 

221204 

221.240 

230955 

231035 

231110 

CONFHJEl'lT1AL 
XI' 581523( OC) 8-500ff 2/ A37 

XT59.2575(LZ/P) 16-500# .2/Fl00 

XT591580(TIC) 8-YDO# 2/Fl00 
1600-2Jmm 

XT592518( Be) 8-napalm 

Xl'592578(BC) 4-mff 
4-napalm 

Ar585579(BC) 8-'>JOd 

XT585578(BC) 8-750;1 

XT593583(B~) 6-500d 
B-napalm 

Xl' 590578( Be) 4-r;I)Otf 
4-napaLll 

Xl' 598587(BC) 8-7 r;l)ti 

Xl' 59858?(B,~) 12-500# 

X1'tD5565(BC) 4-7;!.);I 
4-napalm 

XT593587(BC) 8-750# 

XTtD4625(UC/ 4-750# 
Open) 4-;!.)GiI 

XTW4625(UC/ 8-750" 
Open) 

Xl'598567(UC/ 4-napalm 
Open) 4-750# 

Xf598578( Uc/ 4-:f)o;l 
Open) 4-napalm 

Xr598578(UC/ 4-750# 
Open) 4-na.palm 

2/Fl00 

2/F100 

2/A37 

2/F100 

2/F4C 

2/A37 

2/A37 

2/A1E 

.2/Fl00 

2/F100 

2/F100 

2/Fl00 

2/Fl00 

2/F100 

2/F100 

8 bunker destroyed, 5 structures 
destroyed, 15 bunkers clamaged, 1 
KBA(BC) 

8 bunker destroyed, 4 bunker d~.ged, 
1-107 mortar destroyed 

.2 bunkers damaged, J KBA(Poss) 

J bunkers destroyed, 3 da.ma.ged, 5 
KBA(BC) 

1 bunker destroyed, 3 damaged, 5 KBA 
(BC) 

5 bunkers destroyed, 2 damaged, 200 
meters tunnel destroyed. 

NBDA 

3 KBA(BC), 7 bunkers destroyed, 12 
da.ma.ged.. 

NBDA 

3 bunkers destroyed, J damaged 

8 bunkers destroyed, 21 damaged 

NBDA 

1 FP damaged, 8 bunkers destroyed 

NBDA 

NBIJA 

5 bunker destrQyed, J damaged, 5 KBA 
(Pess), 1 KBA (BC) 

10 bunkers destroyed, 20 sector fires, 
B KBA(Pesa) 

6 bunkers destroyed, 5 KBA (Poss), 
100 meters tunnel destroyed. 
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231237 Xf598560(BC) 8-'$XJtt 2/F1OO 4 bunkers destroyed, 7 d~~ged, 4 

uncovered. 

281045 XTCD0540( oc/ 16-m# 2/F100 NBDA 
Ope!': ' 

281110 x:r60054O( UC/ 4-'$)0# 2/F100 NBDA 
x:r 5f!l ;74 Open) 1.-napalm 

281225 AT 5ff1574.( Be) J.,-'JJ0iJ 2/F100 3 bunkers destroyed, 1 AA weapon 
1.-napalm exploded. 

)00836 Xl' 570 532( BC) 8-771Jt1 2/Fl00 1 bunker destroyed, 2 FP destroyed 
1600-2Omrr. 

301020 Xl' 588577 (LZ/P) 16-'3tXJff 2/Fl00 NBDA 

301030 XT588577(LZ/P) 4-1fiXJtf 2/ FlOO NBDA 
4-napalm 

301053 Xl' 588577 (LZ/P ) 6-500# 2/F4C NBDA 
8-napalm 

301206 Xl' 566540( T IC) 4-'):Ji)f! 2F'/100 6 KBA(BC) 
4-napalm 

301220 Xl' 573 525( T IC) 8-7'P1f 2/F100 NBDA 

3013J.iJ XTt08555(LZ/P) 8-750# 2/F100 NBDA 

301348 Ar608555(LZ/P) 8-750li 2/F100 NUDA 

301445 Xl' 646364C. TIC) 4-'}:YJfj 2./F1~0 1 bunker destreyed 
4-n&palrn 

301732 Xl'573575(BC) 8-napal.f!l 2/ATI 5 FD destroyed, .2 tunnel entrances 
destroyed • 

011:350 xr673538(BC) 8-'JJO# 2./F100 4 bunkers destroyed. 

021153 x:r60251.7(TIC) 6-;nJ# 2/F4C 2 bunkers destreyed. 
1.-napa.lm 
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2CX)430H liar ilL 2775 

a:x:>6;30H l-1ar BL Z/76 

190155H j.:ar DD Z770 

190420H ~!;ar DD 7171 

211845H Y.a.r IlL 2763 

011630H Apr BL 5.') 13 

*Four Corner Coordinates 

(:0 {\J FIIJE ~~ TlAL 
3U MEARY () F B 52 sr RIK:,S 

Xl'5955W 
(;:)4553 
615569 
W7574 

Xl'5905W 
590.580 
(iX)580 
(f:)o560 

xrW65~ 
614545 
624562 
616567 

Xl'b87516 
693508 
703528 
709519 

xr650526 
650516 
670516 
670566 

xr670540 
670550 
700540 
700550 

XT580590 
500580 
610590 
610580 

7-1 

WI-fa DAY,AGE ASSLSSNSNr 

Destroyed: 35 Bkr, 55 f'tg Psn, )80 M Trench 

~sed: 3 13kr, 1 Tun ~nt, 12 Grenade boxes 

Destroyed: M Bkr, 2 Struc, 210 M Trench 

Exposed: 38 Bkr 
Ground follow-up: Unit discovered 74 VC KIA 
(Be) cause unk. 

Destroyed: 5 I.;kr 

Expo sed: 3 2kr 

Destroyed: 29 Bkr, 47 FP, 215 r trench 

Dar.'1aged: 4 Bkr, 100 H l'rench 

Destroyed: 2fJ 2kr, .300 1·; Trench 

Exposed: 1 Bkr 

De3troye.d: 68 Lkr, 90 IT 

~sed: 10 Bkr, 34 FP, 440 r-: 'rrench 

Destroyed: 6 Bkr; Lxposed: 36 Bkr, 10 FD, 
350 }'; Trench 

(: lJ I " I~ I tJ E I ~ T I A L 

r--------~ 
I [;-:: ! :: :: rJ 

I ~,:/~~D -~;fP~L : 
! ~;,1.&!122. ,'~ .. ,::-; c :~ tdepl 



Air Cay Trp 
Air Cay Trp 
mC/1-11 
M/J-11 

L/3-11 
H/2-11 
A/1-5 
CIro 
l' AC AIR. 

(19 1'-l.a.r 69) 
D/l-28 
B/t-11 
n/1-11 
H/2-11 
M/3-11 
11th AGR elements 

3-11 <:!tC Ship 
TAC AIR 

(20 Mar 69) 
D/1-.28 
11 ACR elements 

'With C/1-5 
B/1-11 

L/3-11 

H/2-11 
H/Z-11 
Arty Spt 
C:rro 
TAG AIR 

(21 Var fJ1) 
Air Cay Trp, 11 ACR 
TAG AD, 

ill 

\ 

SUHVJ\RY OF m..SULTS 

Q2. 

~JIA -
7 

1 

4 

12 

2( ClDG) 

1 

12 

2 

VC -
lli ill 

B-1 

13 

39 
24 
34 

6 
6 
4 
1 

10 

23 
2 

24 

6 

74 

1 
1 
5 
1 

4 
14 

, " 

5 

KIA(Poss) 

12 

5 

S 

EneIl£{ 1:.gui;' CaptLDm 

1 radio, 2 RPG launchers, 8AK 
47s. 

!lise munitions &. documents. 
2 51 cal Mis, 1 LMG, 1 RPG lau-
ncher. 

1 RPG launcher, 1 AK47 

1 M14 

5 AK47s, 3 RPG launchers. 

75 RPG rounds" 26-82Im:-~ mrtar 
rol.l.OOS, 6-75 FR rou.r:rls. 

1-12.7 rrm Anti-aircraft J.G 
.28 AK47s, 2OSKSa. 

1 SKS, 2 RPG launchers" 5 AK47s 
mise munitions &. documents. 

&J-82mrrr rrortar rounds, 50-120 
cr' mortar rocket a rounds, 1-
1201:rr rrortar tube & triIX>d. 

- , 
;'.' 



(22 ~~ 69) 
C/1-11 
D/1-11 
Air Cay Trp, 
TF Haponald 

(23 Nar 69) 
Air Cay Trp, 
Tae Air 

(24 Mar 69) 
1/28 
TF Haponsld 

(25 ~1ar 69) 
1-28 
TF Haponski 
:'ac Air 

(28 Mar 69) 
TF Haponski 

(29 Mar (9) 
1 et Avn Bn 

(30 ¥.ar 69) 
D/l-4 
!JtP/D/1-4 
HQj1-4 
D/l-11 
aLC/1-4 

B/1-4 
2/1-4 
Tac Air 

(31 ~.;r 69) 
B/1-4 

(1 Apr fFJ) 
RCN/1-28 

(2 Apr 69) 
C/l-4 

11ACR 

11ACR 

KIA -
1 

5 

1 
, 1 

us 

-

• --"';'\\ CI {', I r,' t'-'.AL' 
LUI~'-"JC.I~ 

VC 
-:!i IA ill E KIA(FossJ 

5 

2 

7 

6 
13 

11 
2 

4 

4 
1 

,.., 
( 

3 

9 

5 

59 

6 

4 

1 

18 

6 

6 

6 

12 

J 

1(rallier) 
1 

4 

, ,,~', I 

I-~--C' ~:~-~::r----

, ;_cL,~~D O~;;~'11 
i ,;>,I"Jn~ '''~, r-.,!/.11 1 
I - J <a£JL.r_ ' •. ',-.--' -:.: _::,£& 
. . 

~nemv: I:;guip Cnpt/Dest 

1 1IK47. 
1 AK47, RPG launcher. 

4 !lK47, RPG launcher, & documents, 

.3 AK47. 

l{1 carbine, 6500 Ib rice, 35-75 
rut rounds, 5 bicycles, nisc clot­
hi!1(~ & munitions. 

1 Ar..47, 500 Ib rice. 

1 ru'G launcher, 1 l...K47. 

1 1.:£..47. 

21 AK47, 1 ChiCom KI, 5O-Wnrn :.or­
tar roB, 24-82nr.1 Mortar rds, 1-
60ram !OOrtar{ complete), mise mun­
itions &. webb gear. 

3 ton rice. 

1-50 cal }1G, 1-fJ:Jmr;: i'"O rt 2.r tube. 



US -ill ;;:ll 

(2 Apr 69 con-
tinued) 

CIro 2( ClOO) 

TOTALS 22 100 

(;()1\J ~ H<JE NTtAl 

ifC - KIA(Poss2. KIA p; ,! . ,/ - -

4 

421 16 115 

B-3 

•. ' I 

I----~ ::- ~,_'_ 
I L :::~ :::::;:[1 ; I :'. '.- c ~';' f.!.N D "7:! S"lj.l i 
i ~,I.'n~ ,''',:' r:','~/{,""1 ! 'J~~ c" _'\ _". _~£Y, 

--------' 

1 radio, 12 RPG launchers, 1 ).114, 
1 M1 carbine, 80 AK47s, 21 SKS fif· 
les, 3 hvy MGs, 2 It MGs, 1-12.7mm 
AA Mi, 1-t2Omm oort.ar tute w/tripo( 
1-60mm rrortar complete, 13,500 IbB 
rice, 1-6Ornm mortar tube, miscellal 
eous food, docwnents, nunEions, t.: 
equipmarrt. 




