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CONFIDENTIAL 

~e 11th ..i.CR(-) was responsible for reco:v:'iSSiL'1ce 1."1 force missio.:lS with 
tva squadrons G.brenst in the iii.chelin c:.::.td c01'!ducting B-52 BDA's with one 
squadron while the other sqUndrO:l searched £I .... 1d clel'lTed the Michelin .. 

9. EXECUTION: 

a. 1he 11th Armored C;lvalry Regiment received w~r:rd.ng orders on 15 :'iarch, 
<::\!ld, following ~ II Field Force plo.n.ning conference on 16 :{'U"ch, received 
fi11..'ll orders for Frticipation in OperD.tion ATU.8 }1EDGE. 'lhese ordors 
included an AO, objective areo.s, and the expected com:,~itment of forces, which 
a.t this time included one ;:uomored c;::.v~.J..ry squadron 2.c"1d one inf ':ntr"l battalion. 
1.he AO included none of tho lachelin PJ.:J.ntation. 

b. ~} J.brch. 1969: Four OH-6A ;:::".?/::J and the Air Ccv".lrv Troop cor'''m~ 
2nd CO:'!t.r0l ship (tJH..1H) beg::n thei!' i!l~ .. tio~ recon!ll'iss:mce of the !1.egimental 
AO on tt~1 aftor!loon of 17 lhch. I~"v·· . '! became evident th£'l .. t tha :-.re'1 W'rI .. S 
being oc'.:}upied by' :l large enemy forc,..-. Large groups of North Viet.."'lcmese }.r.r.y 
forces 'Were seen thrcugh the rubber tree s. ACT drcr.cft received he.C'.yY' 

grou..'1d fire vic XT5953 as they skirted the Michelin 8.."1d clear,:mce to fire 
was requested. While waiting for cle,U" .. '.!lce, eVery LOH, the C&C ship, a"'ld eve"! 
the FAC's fly:L'Ilg at high altitude c01".tinued to sight large bodies of enem.y 
troops. 1he o;."'.!eJl1J' nw.de little or no ~:. !·.tempt to hide frO':1 the helicopters. 

A.f'ter n ninety minute del!:'!.y, the ACT was gi van cle.'ll"t'nce to engage the enemy 
b?sed o~ the 1 st Division rules of e!1g~eme:lt (retur::l fire if fir::.,d upon, 
but in no cese commit troops to IJ.-'1Y cont ..... ct developed). The grou.."1d fire 
w;:-~s a"1g~.ged with LOH ".: .. d Cobrn gUI1Ship rlrcraft • 

.Addi tiona! henvy grou."'ld fire wa.s rc :),11-V".Jd from wi thL"1 t.'h e NE [.a. chelin :.nd 
permission wr..s roquested to place Tec l1ir on these anti-:-ircr .... ft posi tiona. 
Arter a. two e.nd o!le-hcJ.f hour delay, permission was gr"'']'lted, ;;~d, throughout 
the remninder of the d.o:-.y, the Air Cavalry Troop Colnl'l- nder directed T::tc I'dr­
strikes f'..gai..'1St the enemy. Two cobr~s rem.9.ined on st~tiO!l throughout the 
d::.::" end nmde repe:.ted strikes ngcinst the enemy loc ·tin!1S. Ono LOR W!lS 

d1"..m~god by grou.'1d fire and flew to lAI KHE far rop ..... irs. '!he thre0 ret1"i..."li!lg 
LOHI s cO!ltL'1ued to fly low level reconnaissa...'"1CO miss:i.o::!.s and to c;'!g"'ge groups 
of enomy soldiers on numerous occRsions. A total of nine ~rstrikes were 
pl~cod in the HE Michelin. 'lhc :'lirstrikea ::md .A::nrry ovb.tion. o.ccoll.:1t.od for 
o. coZ!firmed 30 KBA (BC), 10 bicycles, 6 to::!.s of rice, c,:1d 15 50-lb p"'.cks. 

Bo.sed on the dey's action, the requests for AO exte:"!.sio!ls in the _llchelin 
;nd c. :lew tesk orgi'lliz::\tion of two :.rmorcd c~·.vr--.lru' squ.".drons were :1pproved, 
£'M 1 at and 3rd Squn.drons werc alerted for move:;nc?"!.t i!lto the ~ftchelin. 

c. 18 Me.rch 1969: 'lhe PJ.r C<J.v."'.lt7 Troop employed five LOH' s, one C&:C 
ship, ~:lld two cobras c..t first light i'1 ru.l t'~lempt to re-estR.blish co:."!.tect 
with the enemy. EnTly il1dicn.tio~s suggested thc.t the I!l£'.jorit ..... of the Jl!."in 
force U:."'li ts th:::..t were present the previous day h.')d depe.rted the nrc::.. Severs.l 
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