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1. (U) T:y;pe of Operation: Convoy escort and road security operations 
alone Highway 13 north of Lai Khe base camp (rI'710380) (-Operation 'i'hunder 
Hun" ). 

2. (U) Date ot ~mtionl 121200 Aug 69 - 221200 Sep 6Cj. 

3. (0) Location: AO -Redball." A rectangulf.r area bounde{i hy the 71 
IW, 60 EW, 66 NS and 88 NS grid lines, and portions of the.: Song Be River. 
This covers an araa approximately 10 km east and west of Route 1.3 from 
the 1 at Infantry Division IS old northern boundry (60 EW brid line) to an 
B.l.,;,;8. 17 kID. north tow.a.rds Quan Loi. 

4. (e) Control Headquarters: Responsibility for convoy cecurity i'ro..'l1 
La! lhe to the 71 El'1 grid line was given to 00, 3d Brigade. CO, 2-2 1nf 
(Mech) , va._ given the task of securing the road from Fire Support Base 
(FSB) Thunder III (IT712656) to the 77 grid line. 

5. (e) J!graons beiQi Inteaieyed 1 

LTC N~Wl!.1.L E. VINSON, CO, 2-2 Inf (Mach) 
eP'l CAR.0L J. HOWARD, CO, C/2-2 Int (Mech) (Inclosure 6) 
CPT DAVID L. SMITH, CO, A/2,.2 Inf (Meeh) (Inclosure 7) 
SOT ROB.l!;RT O. KEn., C Co, 720th ~1P Bn (Inclosure 8) 
CPT LINN B. STARKEY, JR., A8st DTO, 1st Int Div 

6. (C) r:r. ~1tog, 2-2 Int (Mech) (.B CcDpe.a;yh B/2-34 Armor 
(.1 platooD J'" a.1 IDtantrr. 

7. (C) SURt;1'M Force" a. B/1-5 Arty (105), C/1-7 Arty (105), and 
A/3-197th A1"t7 155). 

DECLASSIFIED', 
Authority£Alt? CfJ 21:;3 I 
By d NARA Datr3rJ,.t;/ i 
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b. Li/ht Fire Tas..r:t8 and Hunter-Killer 'I'eans. 

c. Tactical Air elements directed by the Division F01"\o,1S.I'd Air {;ontroller. 

8. (0) l,ntelligence: a. See Annex A to OPLAII 21-69 (Inclosure 2). 

b. Enemy oreer of battlel See Inclosure 3. 

c. Wea ther and terrain a 

(1) Weather, hot and olear vi thout any significant cloud cover on 
both days. 

(2) Terrain I Route 13 is a dirt road vide enough for .2 trrd'f'ic 
lanes. ColJd1 tion of the road reduced the average spet;d of wheeled 
convO"',f vohicl611 to about 10 mph. The jungll SMS' been clea.red out 2~ oot­
era f'rca each aide ot the road br Rome Plows. However, the cuts are 
nov oyergrown with tall grass. Rough terrain aDd numet"OU8 huge tree StUl.1PS 
prevent rap1d movement through these cuts by t:racked vehicles. The area 
bqond the cut is heavy jlmgle. A destra;re<l ra1lroad l1.ne generally pe.rnl­
leIs Route 13 on the tol'9st (see map, Inclosure 11). 

9. (G) QXlcut1Oll : 

a. EnEIIIiY Operational General: On 7 Aug 69 the three battalions or 
the 101D Reg.:l.1lent (17, 8, " 9) lett their sanctuaries inside the Cembodian 
border and traYel..J.ed south into the Republic of Vietnam. The Regiment 
Y'O'l1.ld support the NVA Autumn Offensive schedules to begin 1.2 Aug 69. Their 
general mission was to support NY! otf'ensive operations around Quan Loi 
b.Y interdicting the Lei Khe - Qpan Lei supply routes; their speci.f1e mis­
sion was to OODduat a suocessful Cort'lay 8.IlbuBh on Ioute 13 between Qual1 
Loi and I.a1!he. As expectad, the 101D battallOl'lS m.oved south to their 
historical braaa a:reaa (about 4-5,000 meters west of H.1ghway 13 betueen the 
68 and 75 »l grid linea), aDd ohose to conduct their ambushes on familiar 
terrain. ThUl. betveen 1.2 - 14 August, that portion of Route 13 betl.''9en 
Thunder III and the 77 .tv grid line became the focal point of en~ [:ction. 

y. b. GoflV07 ambush on 1;: Aug (::fj. 

(1) Operation "Thunder Run" vas put into effect at 121200 lug tf:) 
and elementa of the 2-2 Mech r.:oved from Dau Tieng into AO Redba.1l, occupy­
ing Thunder In aDd outpoating Hi~ 13 to the 71 Ew grid line (Check­
point 58). fvo mechanised intantrT companies and one tank eO{llJl8.D7 (-) 
va:re utilised to Hcare 11.5 1aI of road. C CmtpelV', 2-2 Ir&t, aDd the 3d , 
Platoon ot B/2-14 Am were reapona1ble tor the northern section. Cpt Garrd 1 
J. Howard, CO, G Go, 2-2 Int had positioned his headqUarters and mortar sootion 
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vic XT7647J8 (the later loca.tL,n of FSB Hartman). The tank platoon \laS 
positioned 6OCD. north of this position and the 3d Platoon approx:1n:ntely 
400 meter!! .further north near Checkpoint 58. In the srune area. there was one 
troop of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment wi ting to Dick up the north­
bound Devil Run Convoy. CPT Hovard's 2d and 1st Platoons vera positioned 
2,000 and 3,000 meters south respectively of his HQ position (cee sketch 
map #1, Incl 10). 

(2) At 1530, as the .30 vehicles of the Devil Run convoy were pasa-
ing north, a culvert south of Checkpoint 58 vas blow up by a or,mmand det­
ODa(:,ed mine, trapping five vehicles. Immediately the convoy was taken uruier 
tire b.J an estimated force of three enemy companies frem the lIoodlines on 
the east and west sides of the rocd. The main enemy force vas on the wst; 
about .3()()...J.£)O meters northwest of CPT Bovard's HQ. t\ThUe the convoy 813-

cort (MP aDd 1/4 Ca.,. elements)1 elements of the 11th ACR, the tank platoon, 
the 3d Platoon, 0/2-2 Inf and the HQ APCs of C Co, 2-2 In£' returned fire, 
CPT Hovard t 15 other 2 pla toona raced up from tile south. Despi te the c.memy 
eftort to isolate the area by blcrw1ng another culvert approximately 1,000 
metere south of the ambush e1te, the 1st and 2d Platoons vere able to reach 
the threatened &.rail in about 15 minutes (appro:x1mataly 1545 - 1600). 

(.3) Due to the positioning of th.e US units, the C/2-2 In! HQ vehicles 
at the southern edge of the ambush were initially rece::.ving friendly fiM 
from the 11th AOR Troop in the north. When inf"ormed of this, LTC Vinson, 
2-2 Inf Battallon Commander, called the 11th AGR who immediately eave hin 
operational cvntrol of the involved troop. The lane troop was then noved. 
closer to the ambush site to avoid the nec('ssity of firing due south. 

(4) Then",1. th hie '(.hrea tlQ APCs in the lead,che 1 at Platoon on ids 
left ~.'lank, the 2d on hie right flank, and the 3 x 81I!l.t:l nortar Af'Cs in 
the conte!', CPT Ho'WR:x.i's e'ement made a 25()n NW as~ault on the ~bush 
si te. ',hen his force vas within about 50 meters of the 'WoocUine, it 
halted and then backed up 50 meters as Tao ltir and artij.lery were Qrollght 
on the enemy positions (approximately 1600 - 1630). At 1605 hours, Thunder 
III, 'Whose artillery 'Was supporting the contaot, was T:lortared without e.rsy 
appreciable damage. 

(5) An 11th AGR AVLB (bridgelayer) BOOn moved down fI'om the north 
and replaced the blown culvert, a.:,loving the rest of the covoy to con­
tinue. By 1700, mop up action had been ccmpleted and US units established 
a Rewt1n-Over-Night (RuN) position in the vicinity of the ambush. In the 
next fev days the RON became FSB Hartman (m6373S) c:d'ter bunkers and firing 
positions had been built by A/2-16 and B/1-; Arty (105). 

(6) There "!ere 2 US KIA aDd 8 WI! (2 KIA and 2 WIA lJere from the 
11th .lOR). A search of the area located 54 en.;r dead, 2 PWs, a large 
number of AI.-47e, RPGs, lind RPG rounds, a quantity of ammuniti(;n and 
large numbers of documents. 

r----~-__ ~ __ 
DECLASSIFiED I 

A~L~~:;:Y £#t2 Cfd 21J3 
8'; d r\ARA Datt-3y-t)/ 



(
.r~ .• 

~ .. ', 

AVII3-T (iiHD) 29 October 196~' 
Str'lJECT: Combat After Act10~, Intervio'W Report: Convoy Anbushes on 12 

& 14 August 1969 vic '1;1'766745 and XT766f:178 (U) 

c. Convoy Ambush on 14 Aug 6£:;. 

Repr::xJuced at the Natonal ArchIVes 

(1) The even't.s surrounding the ambush on 14 A.ugust are !'lore con­
fused, pn...rtly due to the variety of tmi ts involved and the absence of re­
cordings in the 2-2 Int .Daily Journal because the DattAlion Commander uas 
on the {,"l"Otmd issuing verbal orders. The following 1s a ro,,1gh summary 
of the eventa that took place. 

(2) On the morning of ~'Y'!.lBt 14th, the Devil Run return convoy de­
parted Quan L01 and travelled south on Route 13. The ccm:voy, consisting 
of 52 vehicles, vas divided into two march units of 26 vehicles each. The 
8.1"JDOl'ed units of tl}a 11th ACR that escorted the tvo march units apparently 
moved off the road at Checkpoint 58 (the T1 E'W grid line), the boundary be­
tween the 1 st Cay and the 1st Infantry D1 vis1on. Al though a tank unit 
~ have remained with the first march unit, several sources have under­
lined the wakness of the internal. escorting elements accompanying the 
second march unit. Only four machine gun. jeeps of the 720th MP Battalion 
provided 1.mmed1ate securitYJ the command and control vehicle was a tras­
portation unit 1/~ton truck equipped with a radio. 

(3) 'lhe ~ Mech Int again bs.d the responsibility of outpost1ng Rout.e 
13 trca Thunder III to Checkpoint 58. Howver, with C/2-2 involVed in a 
groUDd reconnaissance operation west of the high\l81', 1.he strength of the 
2-2 Int was substantially reduced. The outposted security forces lL'1der the 
command of CPr DaviJ. L. Smith, consisted. o£ A/2..2 Inr, a reCOD clement of C('he 
1-4 Gav, D.lld 1 tank pla toen of 8/2-34 Arm. Groups of 2 and :3 armed vab­
icles W1"e outposted along the road, probably at least 1,000 - 2,000 meters 
apart. At the tima of the attack, CPr Sr..1th had taken his headquarters 
and 1-.4 Cav APes on a sweep of the road up to the northern boundary. 

(4) The first march unit of the convoy passed through safely and 
met the Devil Iml (northbound) convays at Chon Thanh. 'I'hen, at approx­
imately 1125, vic m66678 (1.5 km north of Thunder III) the lead units 
of the second march unit received a heavy volume of fire from mortars and 
direct fire from an estimated enemy battalion. The main attacking elements 
assaulted from the vest side of the road, while a smaller element engaged 
the convay from t.be east. Apparently a substantial number of the enenw 
had iloved from the woodline to an area q u1 te close to the road under the 
cover of the high grass, brush pUes and stumps. 

(5) F1- e was returned by the 2 APes of the 2d Platoon, A/2-2 Inf and 
the machine gun j sepa, but the convay \BS stopped by the heavy volume of 
aneIV fire. One tanker vu hit and exploded but did not catch fire. 
Its prime mover continued down the road. The next tanker in line was 
halted by the wreckage of the first and the driver lett his vehicle; 
the ~'ollo"'ing tanker was hit and caught fire. Anotuer tanker WIlS also 
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halted with several flat tires. In addition, the commun:lcations jeei) was hit by 
small ems fire with the first volley} the drivel" ViS ldlled and the vehicle was 
a combat lcss (see Inclosure 10, Sketch Map 2). 

(6) In about 15 minutes these elements lIere reinforced by 2 V-lOO a.m.ored 
cars and one MP .fMP trOll the northbound convoy_ At the sa.me time, the platoon 
leader of 3/A/2-2 lDt reiD.f'orced hi. embattled section with his other two !PCs, 
notit1ed CPr Sm1 th aDd LTC V1nson, (at T1nmder III) and the 52, 2-2 Inf, lIdlo was 
fl1iDg over the OOIt'foy. As the battalion cOOllNlnder drove out of Tlnmder III to 
the ambush site, CPr SllJ.th vas aSMlDbling biB other torces on the northern limit 
of tbs ambush. Probably' by 1215, US f1ra superior! ty- was achieved with direct 
fire weapons vhUe the enefI\Y tried to extract the ambush torce. 

(7) There _s difficulty oa1Hng in artillery fire initially. No one on 
the soene had direct oOlDDllnj cations vi th the helicopters overhead (there were 
no operational VRC-24) and consequently time was lost in determining exaotly 
where the main attacking force ws. The diffioulty in clearing the helicopters 
tram the west side of the road presented a more serious problem. Because the 
ambush was so ol08e to Thunder III, the gun-target line of the artillery units 
_s nearly' perpeDd10ular to the road precluding the use ot air and artillery on 
the 88.'IM side ot Route 13. The time lost iD moving the helicopters to the 
eastern side vaa cr:l.tioal. The JIOrtaring that ThuDder III received about 1200 
hours did not affeot the artillery battenefJ there (Thunder III also reported 
receiving heavy machine gun tire along vi th the mortar attack). 

(8) Accurate, massive artillery tire finall1 we brought on the 8lla!!Y'S 
we8~ position betvaen approximately 1215 and 1300. At the same time helicorter 
gunahips were directed on the enem;y jttst of the roe.d. The supporting fires 
together vitb the heavy direct fire tram the massing reaction forces kept large 
numbers of the enemy pinned down in the open field. In the meantime the damaged 
yehieles vere cleared orf the road and the remainder ot the convoy quickly }Xlssed. 

(9) At 1300 hours, while the armored tracks of the 2d platoon and the 
battalion oammander oontinued to secure the vestern flank of the rood, CFT .sm.:.:. th 
assaulted the 8ZUiDY'S center ot mass. The assault elements consisted of CPr 
SlBith t • two cOIIIMDd APes, seven APes of the Reoonnaissance Platoon, five 1-4 Cav 
AJilCs, and tb.ree taDks (a fourth tank nth a defective maiD gun bad been sent to 
dra& the bu.rn1Dg Yehicles oft the road). They- moved southwest, 1,200 meters to 
the center ot the e~ mass. Due to the ex"treme11 rough terrain, an,.; tha need 
to stop and fire about every fifteen minutes, the assault took 45 minutes (see 
Inclosure 10, Sketch Map' 3). 

(10) At 1345 the armored force reached 'What appeared to be the eneID3 oenter 
8.DIJ tOlMd th-.ael'nts into a circle. Bitter fighting ensued for the next 15 - 20 
miDute. resultiDg in MY.raJ. enaDV dead and one Chieu Hoi. 
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(11) By 1420, G/2-2 Inf had joined CPT Smith's force. Under the direction of 
the Battalion Commander, C Company swept 500-600 meters north along the v)oodline, 
while A Company made an identical swep to the south. There \l8S little action and the 
mechan1zed companies then fiyept back to the center. C/2-2 Int departed the area at 
about 1600 hours while elements at A Company travelled north to pick up A/W6 In.t, 
an iDf'ant17 oompau,y that had been work;bc tram the nevl,y conswcted Fire Support 
Base Bal"'t.-n. A/2-16 Int was tranaported back to the ambu.ah site and tram 1700-
1830 oaretul.ly scou.r.d the Jungle area vest ot the \tOOdllne in hopes ot picking 
up el'2l8Dl;1 stragglers and equipx:1ent. But by this time the enemy had completely with­
draw trClll the area. 

(12) The enemy lett 20 ctsad, 1 Chieu Hoi, 1 SKS rifle, 4 AK-4? rifles, 8 
grenades, 8 RPG rounds, and .3 AK-4? magazines. There was 1 US UA and .3 US WIA. 

10. (C) EWuation: a. Snemy tactics: The 101D RegL'nent's tactics were about 
the same 10 both ambushes. A t least three companies would move up on line (from 
the west side of Route 1.3) and, 'When a signal vas given, assault the convoy trom 
the voodline that extends 300-400 meters on ei tiler aide of the road. Mortar and 
anti-d.rcraf't (i .e., anti-helicopter) t,eams would support the attack from the 
voodline. The EW' trails leading to Route 13 and the railway that generally 
parallels the highway on the west were used as control points. In each case, at 
least one element (probably a reinforced squad) vas positioned on the east side 
ot the road in order to create contusion and obscure the main direction ot the 
attaok. Ideally, the ambush 'WOuld be executed quick~ with a high volu e of fire. 
The ambushing torces would then rapidly withdraw and disperse to predesignated assem­
bly areas in the jungle. It also apea.rs ; ossible that a portion of the ambush 
forces may have been de signa ted as a delaying torce to mas~( the exit of the main 
bod;y. This has not been proven. In both ambushes the nearest Fire SUpport Br.se 
(Thunder III) received mortar fire in an enemy effort to SU;ipress supporting 
artillery and cause contusion. 

b. Superficially the two ambushes were nearly identical. However, the 
balance of torces Voas more favorable to the enemy on the 14th then the 12th. 
According to PW reports, the I,S B!:.tta.l1on lett 100 men behind at their base ce..mp 
and took only 80 men to the tirst amb1l8h. This estimate III8¥ be conservative 
since the US units involved telt the enemy toroe involved to be 120 to 160 men. 
But PloT sources also indicate that at least 200 K9 soldiers vere used on the 14th 
along with an estimted 4C men trom the KS. In addition, the US secru.r1ty forces 
were reduced b; the absence of C/2-2 Int on the 14th and the convoy i tselt had no 
armored escort. 

c. On the 12th, despite the US toroe'a unfamiliarity with the aree., their 
strong torce density enabled them to reaot rapidly to the enemy ambush. In taot, 
Company C' s command section vas parked almost directly oppoai te the ambush site. 
On the 14th, our torces were spread out over a larger area and no significant 
forces had been given the mission of internal conToy security. As a result, 
critical time was lost in "piling on" and making use of the strong air and 
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artillery support fiva1l.ab1e. The late air and artillery strikes prevented the 
large armored force that had assembled at the ambush site by 1215 from assaulting 
the enam.y. Moreover, mo8t of the armored units vere fram the Recon P1atoon/2-2 
Int and the 1-4 Cav; these elements had no organic infantry. Only when A/:2-2 In! 
and 0/2-2 Int arrived oould an effeotive infantry assault be undertaken against 
the enemy hidden in the l'Ough terrain. 

11. (U) LEl810Bl LEmeci: See Inclosure 5. 

12. (0) Cg,ptiDUesl Operat1oPlI Bet\1een 14 AuguEt 1969 and ;~2 September 196<j the 
en81ll1 attempted t'WO more ambushes on Highway 1.3. 

a. On 20 Aug f:fj a reinforced enemy platoon attempted a third ambush against a 
Higbway 13 convoy vic xr765729. Elements of C/2-2 Inf together 'With a quick react­
ion force compoaed of the Hacc\,. J>latoon/2-2 Inf and B/2-34 Artlor l-) rapidly 
"piled onD the ambush Bite. Artillery and air support were directed intnediately 
agaiut the e~ force. There were :2 US WIA, 7 enemy KIA and 2 PWs (WrA) j .3 
Af..-47s, 15 AX-47 magazines, 2 RPG launchers and 5 RPG rounds, 1 light machine gun, 
2 Chicom hand grenadee, 5 sets of 'Web gear, miscellaneous SA ammunition, and 2 
documents wre captured. The convoy 'WaS untouched. 

b. On 6 Sep 69, elements of the K9 Battalion launched the 101D Regiment1s 
final ambush against a "Thunder Road" convoy. About 150-200 enemy soldiers 
partioipated in the attack; the ambush was positioned vic rl'76,3680, the same 
location of the K9' s previous ambush on 14 Aug 6<;. At 1055 the Devil Convoy 
reoeiyed mortar fire followed by a ground attack at 1100 from the west sida of 
the road. The seeu.rity element, Troop B/l-4 Cav, retu.-nttd fire immediately 
8upported by artiller,v, Hunter Killer Teams, Light Fire Teams, and Tae Hr. .,8 

the convoy moved safely out of the contact area at 1115, 11&C/2-2 Iflf moved into 
the ambusb site. Though sporadic contact continued until 17.30, it was the initial 
quick US reaction that trapped the enemy before he could wi thdra'lo'. US losses 
vere 1 KIA and 7 1i1IA; enemy losses included 55 KIA, 4 P'WB, .3 Chieu Hois, .3 light 
machine guns, 8 AK-47s and .3 AZ-47 magazines, 1000 SA rounds, 11 B40 rounds and 
9 B40 rocket boosters, 45 grenades, 4 anti-tank grenades, 18 canteens, 10 sets of 
",eb gear, 10 helmets, 10 ponohos, 10 pounds of rice and 4 flashlights. 

o. At 221200 Sev 69 AO Redball was terminated, the area was returned to the 
1st Caval.ry Di'f'ision and the 2-2 Inf (Hech) returned to the 1st Bde at Dsu Tieng. 
For approx:1mately 41 days the task force based at Thunder III and Hartman had 
secured the daily convoys to and from oua.n loi and kept a vi tal supply route open 
deepi te the best eftorta of at least one full NVA Regiment. 
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OPLAN 21.-69 (Op fhunder Blil) (U) . 
~f'erenoel Map, 1,100,000, VB Series L7014 

Task Organi zationr 

r:a g, ( .. ) 
~2 (EliT)(0/0) 

2..28 Int (0/0) 
~28 Int (%) 
OJ/:"2 Xnt eM) . 
Sot P1at/2,.2 Inf (14) 
P1at/p/~34 Ann . 

1. (U) SImmON 
a. !bemy Forces: Olrrent INTStN. 

Reproduced at the National Archives 

f1PDlt 
1-4 Cav (-1 Trp) 
~2 Int (M){-)(%) 
B/2,.34 Am C-) 

b. Fr.1endly Forces: Olrrent ~'1'B.'I2/Fro.g Ord, 00, on Am recoi ved 
OPOON l-~6 Inf (M)(-), Trp/l-4 Oav, plus lOS ~y Btr,y, on order. 

c. Attachlilents and l))tachmentss 
d. 1.ssumptions I 

2. ( C) MISSION 
1st Inf Jll.v prepares to aSSULle responsibllity 1'or se"'aunt, of Route 13 
North to . Q,lan Loi 0/0: ~ntmue present Iussion", . 

3. (0) ooNCl!P~ 
a. J!1'tect1vo 0/0, 1st Bie assumes rosponsibUity for lID (bntainer, 

3d D3e aSSUlilOS responsibility· tor Rte 13 security- ElIld tor M:J Bodhlll, 
Irion ty of -fires to ):1 Iklo. 

b. 00 1st B:1oc 
(11 Assumo responsi bUity tor !JD ~:mtainor 0/0. 
(2· B.oCX)iv~ QFool'T l-~ Inf plus 2,.28 :tnf 0/0. 
C:3 Continue to provide so curl ty for Rano Plov Ope in assigned lIJ. 
(4 AsSUJ18 responsibility for D:>ng Tion Program v/8th !JtVN Rogt 

. offcctlve 0/0. . ° 

' . (S) ~ta1:a.ish Ii\.Jd cP at Sth Rogt H Q 1ml cat, o1'f' 0/0 • 
. .. ' (6) Bo prop~d to establish combined coordination cantor (cce) at 

FSPB Mahono v/8th Rogt 0/0. . 
. (7) Oontinuo current ops in aSSigned AD. _. 
c. OOt a1 DiG: 

.. -. (1) Omt1nuo current cps in ass1{Jled M, . 
. (2) Ro1oaBO O';OON Plat/2.0,34 Am to 00, 3d Bia, 0/0. 

d. 00
1 

3dDiol ' . 
. . J 11 ~ propaxod, on ordor, to assumo rosponsib1lity ~ Hwy SGcur1ty 

(J, '131tl assi(1lod ~. ° • _ 

'. \ . {2.~· Pass OPoolt 1-~ Inf' and ~28 lnf' to 00; 1st B:lo, 0/0. 
. :3 - .1.lQlOc.so OPOON , QA.-!2 lDf to 00, 1st Bio, 0/0. 

" D:J -p'rO. arod to·'oRo.b11SH P'S>B vic 1'hundor I II aDd nt 10co1o 
to 1» coord111atad \II. • 11th 1.cR. ., . .' rsr Provide sUch' e.ssistnnco as. mey 00 roquirod by 00, 1st reo, 
to tacUito.to PClBSUgo or J).>ng Ticm Progrtm with° 8th .ARVN Rogt. 

o. 00, l1v LrtYI Be propnrocl ~ ~~st 00, 3d Die in ost of FSB 
as ro quirod. 

t. Ooordinc.ting Instructions: 

1
1) IlI.roct lidson "'/11th AQl wthori~d. 
2) '()1its will bo prepared to o:xncuto tho OPL1.N onS hours notico. 

_),) This OPL.LN cffect:t..o for planning on rocoiptJ for o:xJ)out10n 
on ordor. -

4. (0) · JJliINISTru.TION J.ND LOGISTIcS,· -, .r,mox 0 (TBP). 
: . ~. . . ,.. : « " ., ,,' .~, ,, ~ . . 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority J!N'(2 Cfd 71.13 
ayLNARA Dat~1 



I ' c OHf I bf)rriA L 
AlIBI A (IITEL) to OPLAN 21-69 (ThUnder Run) (n) 
1. (0) S1tuat10n: 

" Reproduced al the National Archives 

.Area ot Operational Interest: The operational area is bounded on the North 
tv the 90 EW grid line and on the south by the 6C EW grid line. The area is 
bounded on the East b7 IS grid M. on the West by liS grid 68. 
2, (C) En~ Situation: 

a. Composition, Disposition, Strength: 
(1) 165 Regiment; 7th NYA Divisionl The 165 is composed ot .3 bns, the . K-4, 

1-5, and 'K-6. The 1-5 is located in the viCinity ot rr7492. The 1{-4 and K-6 Bna 
are thOught to be in the general vicinity or the Fishhook. Th~ 165 Regt has a . 
strength ot 1200 man. Each ot the battalions bas an approximate sti-ailgtl1 ot 
250 man. - . 

(2) ll.1 Regm.ent; 8th: IVA Div1;s1onz The 141 :Regt is oo~sad ot .3 bna, the 
1-1, 1-2, and K-3. The ebiire i'eg:1Jlient 1s believed to be dispersed. along the 
So~ Be River with i ts center ,ot mass 1D the viciriity ot rr92'11. The strength 
ot the 141 is heid betlieen 1000 and 1100 men. Each battalion : .has betwen 225 
aDd 250 men. . 

(3) 209th Regt; 7th NVA Division: The 209th P..egt is composed or three B~s 
designated 1-7, K-8, and K-9. The regiment is currantl1 believed to be locateq 
in the vioinity ot XD'720.3 with elements usar Bridge 48 on the Cambodian Border~ 
vic XTS69949. The current strength ot the 209th is 1200, with eaoh battalion 
at about 250 men. ", . 

(4) The iC~7 Bn/lOl Regt/lst NVA Div: The K ... 7 Bn is composed ot tour com­
panies-C6, C7~ C.8, and C10. The tirst t hree being infantry companies SIld the 
last being a be!!vy weapouB oompany. Th(:l bn currently is located in the vicinity 
ot J:r7et73 and tllr'3(,.tens" Hwy 13. The currant strength or the K-7 is ha14 at . . 
225 man. .. , 

(5) D.368 En: The D.368 ·Local ForcG Bn has been known to operate in '.·the An 
Loc, Qunn .. Loi area. The "..mit·~",,'1.lS possibly oontacted on 29 J~1in an en8lD1 
initiated action richdty XT821797. It is thought that the unit woUld be used in 
attacks and she]Ungs otQuan.Loi, An Loo and· toO Ninh. The ourrent suength 
is held at ·150 men. . . . ' 1 ' 

(6) . The an~ elements · threatening the An Loo-Qwm Loi-Highway 13 ' area have 
in the past tew months,oonducted operations in this area with heaviest emphasis 
plaoed on amb1.1shss. Sinoe AprU,the 209th, l65th, "l41st, and 10lD Regiments . 
all have oonducted ambtWhes in the area, These ambushes have been 'DIOstly ot 
battalion siBe, although several ot the smaller attempts may have been company ' 
or platoon-sized attempts. In addition to ambushes, the 10lD bad, before comiqg 
into Binh Loag ~ovince,conductad ground attacks on· allied tire support baseS liD 
\er Zone C. These aotions were oharaoterized by approximatelll5 minutes of a 
heavy attaGkcb.f tire rollowed by a battalion-size ground assault. The only 
other enam, unit o! significant size in the area ot interest wbioh bas definitely 
been established there 1s the D36BLF Battalion. This 1,Ulit usually performs 
sma]J. harassing actions, avoiding signU'icant contaot unless trapped by Wied 
Forces • 

. , '(7) Tabular Summary of VC/IVA (See Apprendtx I). ' 
. '. b! Sign1ticant Contacts; " . . , 

,(1.),..18 June. E/2oeUth ACR preempted an ambush on HwJ' 13 ' vio XT769759 con­
tact re)U1ted in . 7 NVA and 2 'PW' s that' ident1tiedthe K-9/l0lD. ','" . . ' 
, ' (2)17 July. L/3-llth ACRrepelled an ambush on a co~01" at lT76575;. 

The oODtaot resulted in 9 NVA KU and a PW who identitjed K-7flOlD·. . : . 
3. (11) Weather" .' , .' .: 
'. ' Po • . Genar81.: During the six month period trom May through October, the tull 

. torce ot .the ~.W)1onsoon, or the Rabq'~ Season, is experienced in the III CTZ; 
the transition to the SW MonaoQn is':,>>Jn1811y oomplete over the III CTZ by the : 
m1ddle of May • . ,Overall, weather coildltions deteriorate from the tine oonditions 
tound dUring the NW, or dry season, . Monsoon. Showers and thunderstorms become 
daily Weather teatures along with increadDg amolints ot oloud cover. 

(1): Cloudiness: During the SWMonsoon season oloudiness increases s1gn1ti­
cantly. Reacb:l.Dg max11lDtm coverage during September. A typioal rainy' season da7 
begins with soattered to broken middle (above 6,000) and high (above 20,000 ft.) 
level olOudiness during the night and .early morn1ng. Scattefed low level olouds 
at 1,500 to ),000 ft. wt1l begin developing b;y mid-morning. This oluud layer 
will frequently become brpken. .during the afternoon. i Shower and thunderstorm 
activity W1l1 . . begin, to' d~el~p MDost da1l.7beg11W'11€~ bT mid-atteruoon -aDd oon-

. tinu1Dg untUlate even1Jig. By mjdnight· there will be sca~tered to broken middle 
and high olQuds ,as a resultot the r$sidual cloudiness tor · thwdav·~ ~arstorm 
aotivlt7. This ~ease in pluuds causes the lliuin:i.nAtlan 
at night. . ., .... , . . 
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CaNt'J DENT/ilL 
AHNEX~)(Ifttilltr~ 21-69 (Thunder Run) (u) cont'd 

a. Overall, vislb111ty is improved during 'the rainy season. The fog and 
baBe oondition which kas prevalent during the dEy aeasondecreaso sharply. 

b: Vslb111ties normally will be restricted to 7 to 6 miles on about 6 to 12 
days in the N and Central Regions of the III CTZ during any of these months. 
, c. During heo.vy r,a1l1t:al1 , aq~~~:tY'1i '~1s.~bil,i tt~S v+.U briefly become loss 

than one mila, and · occa:t:Jion~W l:O~I\ it>\,!!?t '~~h : \) ... .. ,_ ';""~' ." ~, 
, b. Light Data-August ,1969 ' or . \, ' .. ; ', ;.<~ ..... ' •• 

DATE OOT SR SS EENT ~ MS 
5 0554 0642 1916 2004 0003 1256 

10 0555 0643 1915 2002 0404 1713 
15 0$56 e643 1912 . 2000. . ii'· . - 20;39 
20 0557 06JJ. 1910 1957 , ~1 ' ---
25 0557 ~44 1907 19~4 . 7'5 0413 
300557 06J.4 1905 19~i . US 0903 
4. Terrain: I _ •• 

a, General: The terrain in the area of interest consists pr1marlly of low­
lD.nd plains ll1tb elevatlons under 100 Lleters, eJOOept in the vicinity of An Loc 
(m5ssh where the rellef ID(lY ~fso to elev,8tio~s as , high' as 203 moters. The 
"egetation varies from primary j,ri., the SoutbVa'St .. to large tracts ;of secondary 
forest (triple-canopy jurigii) In' the northern 'portion of the area. There arc 
lUg8 rubber plantations in the vic of 1m Loc. The Saigon River drains that 
portion of the p,rea to the West of Highway 1.3, while the Song Be Brains tho 
Eastern part. . 

b. Military Aspects of the Terra1n: , 
(1) Cover varies from poor in the relative~ BlDllll clearings throughout 

the nrea to fair on the reverse slopes of hills in the Nortpern portion of tho 
area. 

(2) Observatlon "nries from extremely poor in secondary forest and bamboo 
thickets to fair ,in clearings , and rubber plantations. Good observation and field: 
of fire exist along major roads where vegetation has been cleared back for stand­
off; . however, fields of fire are extremely l1m1t~d in secondary forast and b3Illboo. 

(3) Concealment ranges from poor iIi clearings and along major roads to 
good in dense jungle, bamboo , andJ"Ubber plantat:i:pns . .. ~ " '. ' 

, (4) Obstacles to ~V~eA.1r:c~n~'t·:: ~r 'J~,l,,, '·sacondn:.g ",t~Sk~~:5,~_, ~boo, 
and numerous streams, par.:tiohlarl;1-1h tho'-Se 'niieaS""which fom " the ...:b~· ·()f the , 
Song Be and Song Saigon. In many areas of dense jungle and Brun.boo movement is 
restricted to foot travel along established trails. ' . 

(5) Avenues of approach for wheeled and tracked vehicles consist ofN-S 
Hwy 13, E-W Route 245 (Running from the Western Border to 1m Loo), and Route 14 
(Running NE from Loc Ninh to the Eastern Border of the area). Lioited vehicular 
and unl1m1 ted foot trails rtm South from the Cambodian Border along both the 
Eastern and western borders of the araa of interest. Rubber plantations provida 
unlimited foot and limited vehic~ avenues of approach to any objective within 
or on the per'Pan- of these plantations.; 

' A~2 

c ~N 'f, I b EiI, J 
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'"'t 0 tV flo f tJ TI " l 
APPENDIX 1 (Tabular Summa.ry of ve/NVA Units) to Annex A (Intelligence) to 
OPW 21-69 (Thunder Run) (U) 
UNIT STREHGTH WEAPONS PROBABLE LOCATION 
165 1200 AK,LMG, XT'1492 

12.7 AA AMG 

1200 

141 1100 

K-7/l0lD 225 

D368 150 

OFFICIAL 

120sE mtr 
82/60mIil mtr, 
7;RR, 57RR 

AK,UiG,RPG, m:20.3 
12.7AA,WG 

82/60lm:1 mtr 
57RR 

At.lHG;RPG, rt9297 
12.7 Ah.,MG 
82/60 I:lIll mtr 
57RR 

AX,LMG,RPG m1!fl.3 
57RR, 82/60!rm:l 
mtr 

J1K,IHG,RPG, rt9n7 
82160mm mtr 
75RR 

TALBOTT 
MG 

A-l-l 

Downgraded at .3 year interval 
Declassified after 12 ;years 

DOD Dnt 5200.00 

c ott!; D E/'IT; ilL 

~'-"",,,,,,,- ~- -'"''''- -
~""' ................ -~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority £4'12 qJ 71;3 , 
ay..&i!... NARA Dat~1 ; 
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• 
APEJDIX 2 (Tabular' Smnmar,y of V8/HVA units) to Annex B (IntelllgetlOe) _ OPLAN 
21-69 (Ambush Locations) 

1U4I LOCAT~ ~ PNL 28Apr 69 m637 ~Bn,' h Regt 
2 *169 rt?67785 Unk 
.3 May 69 m65715 K-8 Bn, 209th Regt 
6 Jun 69 m6'S720 Unk 
6 Jun 69 rr766700 K-9 Bn, 10lD Regt 
18 Jun 69 Ul69759 K-9 Bn, WID' Best 
9 Jul 69 rr740930 K-5 Bn, 165 Reg; 
17 Jul 49 Ul65755 K-7 Bn, 10lD Regt 

OFFICIAL 

Tb.LBOTT 
KG 

A-2-1 

Downgrade! at .3 year interval 
Deolass1tied atter 12 learS 

DOD Dm 5200.00 
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Incloaure , EWEMY ORDER OF BATTLE 

101D Regiment, 1st BfA Division, consisting of the tollowing unitsl 

1. K7 Battalion. atrencth unknown but believed to be approximately 
220 IMIl with equ:l.pment .imilar to that oarried b;y the K8 and 1:9 Baitalions. 

2. K8 Battalion. 3 Inf oompanie_, 1 mortar OOJlp&D,y, and 1 Bn HQ aeo­
tion. Probable _trength is 180 _. (about 40 IIeIl per OOlllP8lll'). Probable 
equ1paent 1I'lolud... 'x 8~ aoftara 8l1d. 70 .oria» rounda, 1 haav.r MOhine 
gun with 5,000 rounda, 9 z :840 Oz" B41 Rooket Pzoopelled Grenade Launoher 
(BPG 2 and 7) with 9 - 12 rounda per weapon, 6 z light I18wdne guns, 4 x 
X-54 pi.tols, an unknown nWllber ot AK-47s, CKC rines, light aaohine guns, 
and grenade launoher attaohaent., 1 radio, and , x field phone •• 

,. 1:9 Battalion. 4 oompanie. plua. Probable strength i. 300 men. 
Probable equipment inoludes. 3 x 82BDa _ort&1"8, 16 x B40/41_ with 6 rounda 
per weapon, 16 x ligh t aaohine gun. Wi th 500 rounds per weapon, 16 x gre­
nade launohera, , z 60- m.ortars with 30 rouJl4il per JIOrtarl 2 z anti-a1r­
oratt lII&ohine gun. with 1,000 rounds per weapon, an unknown number of .U::-47_ 
and other .aall sma, 5 x land line field phones, and 2 x radio telephone. 
(ronp 50 laa). 

('-- , , , 

DECLASSIFIED, 
Authority £#() V. 7t:13 ! 
By ~ NARA Dat~"1J1 { 

I 



Reproduced at tl>e National Archives 

'cc . ..tFID£NT~Al 
InolollUJ.'8 4 SEQUENCE OF ENEMY INITIATED iVENTS 

7 AUS' 691 the 101D Regiment battalion. leave their Cambodian aanotuari •• 
by toot and begin travelling south and southeast to their traditional baa. 
areas ... eat at Higlnra;y 1}. 

8 Aug 69' At about 16}O hours the K7 Battalion is hit by a :a-52 strike 
while infiltrating BOUth. 

9 Au& 69' The main s.otion at the K7 danal platoon was de.troyed at 1110 
hours vio XT605905 bY' the Aerial aU'!e Platoon, A Troop, 11 th ACR. 

11 Aug 691 'lb.. K8 Battalion arri ye. at its reat area in the moming. Then 
at about 1500 it depart. for i 108 ambush sit., and am va. somewhere between 
1900 and 2}OO. 

12 Aug 69: Tho 1:9 arrives at it. baa. oamp area. 

12 Aug 69 , At 1500 hours the K8 ini tis tea its ambush on Highwll3'" 1.3 vio 
XT766745. 

1'; Aug 691 At about 1800 hour. the K9 1 eavea ita baa. oamp and arr1 Yea 
at its ambush site (via X'l766678) at about 2200 hoon. 

14 Aug 69: At approxima t.l1' 1100 the .K9 depl ays it. ambush and at 1125 
initiates the convoy ambush with mortar fire and ground assault. 

DECLASS1FJEDI 
Authority J/.Ik'() c;J 2/,13 i 
By d NARA Datt>.3¥",,1 : 
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Inolosure 5 LESSONS LEARlfE:D 

1. Intemal oonYC7,1 aeourl ty. 

a. ObMnat1ani Maohine gun jeepa .. ere not et.feotive aa-ainst the large 
enell1' aalNllhe •• 

b. ReoolllHD.dationr V-l00 armored oara, ACAV., APes. IAl.tera, and tazaka 
oan be employed pro.f1iably a. convoy e.oorts where intelligenoe indieatea 
that oompany and battalion-.ise ambushea are probable. 

2. Air and artillery support. 

a. Ob.erra$1aru Air 8lld artillery support BlUst be brought to bear 1m­
m.diately on the ambush aite. 

b. Iha.l.uatiolll In the two ambushes di.ou •• ed, this IlUpport was ooord­
inated by the ground oommander. He determined the aa1n direotion of the 
attack and assigned taaks to supporting art1ller,y 8lld gunship •• 

o. Reoo_endation.r 'rhe •• tunotion. invel.,. spli t-seoond deai.ions. 
Thu., the OODVO;Y .eou.ri ty eleDHmt should noUt7 the ground cOllDl8Zlder 1m­
aecUatel.,y that an aabu.h has taken plaoe and 1 t. exaot location. Artillery, 
tallowinc' the oonY07 with their tube. f should have predesisnated targets 
to tift OIl. The pound ooaaander .hould adju.t the arUller,y upon his 
arrival and direot the available air 8ssetS. 

a. Ob •• ryati.oel The abi11 t;r to reaot swittly and '-pile-on·f an ambush 
.i te i. e •• cm.101al. 

b. balua!!m' Dlle to the enelO" a limited objeoti ve. and his ability 
to w1 thdraw quio.kly, lightning 1"88pon ••• by the ground ".curi t;y toroes ".re 
needed in the ambushe. di.ous.ed. 

o. Re00llll!BdationSI Oommander. r8spona1bl e tor oonvoy seouri ty should 
consider the following .. asure to oombat ene~ ambush attaok.r 

(1) InINN that oonvoys ha.,. atrong iniom&! .eourl V when ambuahe. 
are probable. 

(2) A.aai.t the oonY07 oo--.nder in entoro1na pre.oribed. vebiola 
intervals. 

(,) Elaploy strong, 1I0bile outpost alema the rout. ot 1I&1'Ob. 

(4) ~ .. a oentr&l1.ed reaq reaotion to roe (it .t~ pe:mU.), 
po.itioned to reach th. mo.t lik.17 ambuah .it •• in the .horte.t possible 
tiM. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority £#<2 qJ 71,13 
By ~ NARA Datp3;t-tJl ; 
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Inolosure 5 (oontinued) L&SSONS Lii:ARNED 

4. Enell,)" ambushea. 

a. ObaerYationl Enem;.y ambushes along Highway 1.} were undeteoted until. 
they opened tiRe 

b. EftluaU.CBU No action. were taken to pre-empt the ambuah. On tJ» 
12th the ambuah1ng torce was aotually opposite the COlDpany OOJlla8.nd track. 

c. Reco!!!9M'l!ona l COJlllUUlders should oonaider a variety ot me8.8Ure8 
to prevent suzopri .. ambuahea such as, 

(1) Recon by" tire all posaible ambush areas b.tore the oonV'OT paBaes 
th.rough (by direot fire. 1!lorta:ra. artiller,y, or gunships). 

(2) Conduct night ambu.h and 4nIehwhaoker- operations in probable 
aabuah si t.a. 

(5) Eetabliah program.s to bw:n or Bo .. Plow overgrown out areaa 
on both side. ot Boute 1,. 

(4) ccm.duot oontinuou. air aurYeillanoe in areaa oontiguous to 
the high •• y, espeoially in the morning. 

(5) &mploy bloodhound airoraft over sust/eoted routes ot moveoont 
and possible ambush looations. 

(6) Use sansor tield8 to oover approaoh rout ••• 

2 

(( }'. 

DECLASSIFIED, 
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A]'TER ACTION INTERvm 

INTERVI»lEE, Captain Carrol J. Howard, COllll'l8ntU ng Officer, C Company, 2nd 
Battalion (.Mech), 2nd Infentry, 1st Infantry Division. 

IJn'ERVI~ml Captain Jeffrey J. Clark, CommaMjng Officer, 17th Milltary 
Histo17 Detachment, 1st Infantry Division. 

QLARUS This interviev is being conducted with CPT Carrol J. Bovard, CO, C Co, 
2-2 Mechanized Infantry Bn, at Fire Support Base Hartman (XT763738) on 18 Aug 1969. 
Captain Howard, will you describe in your own words, what exactly happened when 
the K8 Battalion attempted to ambush the "DevU Run- convoy on the afternoon of 
August 12th, 19691 

HCMMPa )(y oOlllp8.lO' was outposted along High'W81" 13 over a several thousand meter 
troDt with 'lIlT headquarters and mortar position set up at approximately" 764738. 
We vere set in position, and I finally reoeived word that all of l1l¥ elements were 
in position aDd the oonvoy began to pass by. At approxiaat.e17 1'30 a OOlDlDBM 
detoDat.ecl lIine blew up a culvert approx1.mate17 one kUOJIeter north of rq head­
quarters position. M¥ third platoon was positioned near this bridge oulvert 
app:rox1-.t.e17 one kUom.etar north of rq mortar position. My second platoon was 
poait1o.Ded at another stream crossing appro:x::1mately one aDd ODe halt kilometers 
south of IV mortar position, and my first platoon was positioned approximatelT 
3000 meters south of my mortar position. Also, five to six hundred _ters north 
of ., position there was one platoon, the third platoon of Bravo CompaDT, 2/34th 
Armor, which was attached to me and which was also outposting. 

When the comaDd detonated m.1ne vas blown we began reoeiving amall arms fire 
frOll QUI" west - west of Higlrway 13. IV _dio track and JIl8chanic track were facing 
the voodline and they reported seeing enemy soldiers, 30 to 4D of them, in front 
of the1r positions. Th., took them. under fire with their 50 calibers, and rq 
command track pulled up on line with them. I oalled JIfI first and second platoons 
to lIIOV8 into Jq position sinoe they were not taking fire. tV third platoon was 
'Wlder fire down at the site ot the blown culvert and oould not move themselves 
back up to reinforoe me at the time. The second. platoon arrived and moved. in on 
rq lett flank; a fev. minutes later the first platoon moved in on rq right flank 
at wbich time we put down heavy fire and. began to advance toward the wood-line. 
We WN appro:x:imately" 250 - 300 metars frOM the wood-line at this t.1.me. As we 
.oved forward, we kept a heavy line of tire going out and we received small arms 
fire aDd a fev RPGs were fired over our heads. The tank platoon to rq north 
received direct hits from three RPGs and. several men were wunded. J.\Y third 
platoon oontinued to take sporadio sniper fire but nothing serious, just enough 
to keep them. awq from my position. 

!he OODVOy was stopped at this point to 'Wait tor an AVLB (armored bridge 
l.qer) to replace the blown oulvert. While lIf3 second platoon was moving dow 
to rq location, t..hq had to cross a bridge that vas approximately a kUometer 
and a balt to II\Y south. As they approached it a co.and. detonated mine exploded 
in front of them, but it did not blow enough of the bridge away to impede their 
movement and they orossed it without any incidents. 

DECLASSIFIED I 
Aut.~ority #4"<2 Cfd 2/;3 ! 
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" ........ . 
i -AFTDt ACTION I.NTERTERVlEW - HOWARD Continued. 

We assaulted until ve got vi thin 50 meters of the vood-line and then \Ie held 
up aDd bad. tact.1cal air and gunship strikes and artillery brought in. Artill817 
had been coming in during the entire contact and rq 81 mortars had been tirin& 
duriDg the entire contact. I vas instructed to withdrav approximateq 50 more 
meters so that addit.1onal air strikes could be brought in on the fieeting 8nem;y, 
which I did, and we con8011dated lit that point and began a sweep of the area vith 
1If1 lea troops keep~ the tracks on llne for security to the vest. We took an 
izrr8Zltor,y o£ the bodies that vere tound and gathered all of the equipment aJld 
dOC'UMDts that we could. There vere a large number ot veapons - AX47x, RPGs -
RPG 2. and 7s, and. asmmt tion aDd a great amount of documents vere tound. All 
of the,.. were later counted and turned in to our 52 channels. 

As it got later, around 1645 or 1700, ve received no more fire, the convoy 
]10m out again, and. Jq third platoon rejoined us. We vere instructed to set up 
a forvard operating base at the ambush site, vhich ve did. DuriDg that night, 
we had trip 1'lared. all the bodies that vere left in hopes that the returning 
...,. Idght Nt thea off if thaT came back to recover the bodies. The next 
IIOl"II1II& lION bodies were tound and as vell as ODe PW. Also duriDg the contact, 
in ad4iU. to the ..., that vere killed, .. First Sergeant, First Sergeant 
'-.- Bartillan, oapt:ured two PWsJ th.T surrend.red to hill when he came upon them 
iu a sp1ASer hole, aDd thq vere 1W1ediatel.7 taken back to 52 tor 1ntel"rogation. 

Q4MI. Thank TOu, Captain Hovard. A.t this time, I wonder if you could describe 
the 111 •• of the eneay force, the veapons that he used, and his location aa clearly 
as po.sible? 

Pt'ih Initja l 17 the eneDV torce appeared to be ,30 or 4D men that we could 
see. However, we aoon found out that there ware lIII..DT more than that siuea ve 
were takh'i fire in our location, the taDks about ;00 meters to ~ north vere 
taking tire, aJ'ld. ., third platoon vhioh vas approx::l.mately another ;00 meters 
to the north vas also tak' ng fire. We vere fired on with AK47s, SKSa, and RPGs; 
I would estimate just .troa the volume ot tire that we took that there vere from 
a 100 to 120 eJ1UT in the ambush. But t..bttT vera not all concentrated. in one 
spot aDd. were all apread out. In tront ot our poaition, vhere I vas at, ve sav 
fro. 30 to 40, and. later on with the 'bod;y oount ve confirmed a higher number than 
that. 

QWIII. You have shcvn to us on TOur sketch map that most of the enerq vaa in 
tbe1ftMl4-11ne about 400 metera to the vest of the road. Waa there a.n;y 8DeII,Y 
unite 10cated on the eastern side of the road? 

H<lrINW' The maJor1t7 ot the force vas located on the vestern side ~ the read; 
hoW'Ml", .,. tanks, the tank platoon, did receive some fire troll the .... tem side 
of 'tba r0a4 a8 did m'if third platoon. In rq 100at.1on \Ie are not reaJ.lT aure if 
we nceim &D;f tire trom the eastern side of the road, but one of .,. Mh10les 
that.s l1.Ded that vq aa1d they believed they took some .. 11 arms fue trom 
that dinetioJl but there vas DOthing ot &rrT araat .trect trom this - 1t -r haTe 
Just been one or two people that vere a small ele~t.~. Some bodies v.re fomd 
on the eastern side of the road that vere killed by the tankers, but mat of 
the ~ dead vere on the western side ot the road. 
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AftJR ACTICIf IlITI1lVDW - HOtARD Continued. 

CJ.lKD: Can 7011 tell u exactly how long the engagement laeted trom the time 
that the t1rat culvert vas blown lDltU the time that the enem;y t1re began to 
slacken' 

HgiARJ): In1t1all7 it seeaed like several hours, but it st.arted at appraximat e.l7 
lSJO aDd the tight - the JIa1n c...,. tire - lasted JO to 45 Id.nutes. Attar that w. had 8pC11!'adia tir. put llJMlIl us until about 1700, .d l?OO v. began to set 
up our D1cbt t1IIe positiaD aDd thePe was DO eneD\Y aativ1t.;y at that. t1ae. 

CLlID: You aaid t.hat ;yt:N1.' three platoons were poe1Uoned - an. about 1000 
met .. s north and the ath .. s a little tarther to the a.h, aDd ;you. ae..ad 
to be right. next. to the a.mbuh. Was there a.r:q 1I1tel.l1&cae ;you reccl.ved 
that dq reprd1Dg _ c-.r ambush ar was thia jwIt lv.ai: Of! good tortlllle that 
70.1 happced to be right next. to the ambuah alte' 

~I We v ... tald that. there was a posd.b1l1t.7, as tbel"e is evfJr7 c:la7, ot 
an Ulbuh CD the aaDTOT, but t.here was no int.al.l1i ... IiTeD to me of aD7 par­
ticular apot vhIrr. it. vas l1i:el7 to occur. I ... a IiTID a aee~ lIblah ran 
tre-. cb.eokpcdnt U to aheakpcd..nt. S8 alGDg the reNt. of IIaJ'Oh to oatpoet. I 
aelected the poe1t1em tor rq headquarter. aDd ...tara baaed lIpal the taat that 
it waa relativel1' c.n.r&l to .er. it could suppcrt. all of rq el...rt.a aDd 
it .... a aD )W.tt7 Id.&h gro1lDd 80 t.hat we could obaC'Y. the rGllDda tired. .Jut 
b7 goocl tcrrtllll. t.he groand I picked tor lIlT mortars happced to be .... the 
maiD po1Dt. or close to the -.in pa1nt or the ~...... CDJ. I called rq 
secemd aDd tint platoaa.a to red.Dtaro., rq secCDd plat.ocD toc* appro.xblat.el.7 
5 to 10 JIlnatM aDd rq 11.rst platOClll appra:r:t.-tel7 10 to 15 Id.mltee to get 
there, thq mad. good tiM up the road 111 apit. at the stopped CaDYOJ', and 
vere able to qu1.ckl;r red.Dtcrc. us. 

PLAIDs Capt.a1n Howard, 18 it. ~ oplnian that the en~ was eet.ablished 
or had _taW.hed b1. eJIIbuh well before 70Q mcrred 1I1to 7OVI" position? 

Hga&D: Yea. We moved in appraxlmatel7 a halt hour to tort;y-tive JR1nutea 
prior to tbe adra.ah be1n& blCMl and I ball ... e the eJleQ' vas alread7 set up 
in t.b1a pos1t1cm. ~herw1 •• he JIl..cht hav. pl.cked aD area with a less 
heaV7 caacentraUaD at tI) troops. 1 ball .... he had no cWoe" he va. alread7 
set up when ve aame in and had DO place we to go ItO decided to go ahead aDd 
ca::n!7 out hi. ambuh arJ7W&7. 

CURIE: It i. rq undarat.and1:ng that the convo;y vas alao eecarted by elements 
at the 720th K1l1ta17 Poll.c. Detach .. t ad the 1-4 ar.ored caTalr7. Could 
;you ccaaant em thcl.r ett.uT". d1ll'1D& the eagag...m., 

HOIiABR' !h ... crt. lIJd.t.. that. ver. JIIWiD& lIlth th~, at leut 1a tile 
area that I was in, v.e lDlable to move in and plaoe tire 'apeD the _~. 
Due to the tact that, although rq UJd.t _s .pr ... 0Ilt, v ...... e olose enough 
to put blocldng tires right into the edge at the voodline, th., mlght have 
moved right 1ut.o our tire had thq IICNed ott the roadline. Thq r--.:l.ned 
near the yehicles. In the event that anyone had gottc through our blocJd.n& 
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A,F'1'.l:!li ACTION 1Nl'ERV l.J:,W - HOWli.H.D Con tinued. 

forces or ou~posts to the vehicles, I am sure they vould have taken care of 
them on that point. There vere a fev gaps in the tire and they did put ~ome 
.fire int.o the '¥.~oodline, but they weren't able,as tar as I could t.ell, to get 
into effective range due to the wq m::t troops were disposed at that tilla. 

CLARil.i' Captain Havard, I understand that two days later, on AUGust 14th, 
the southbound. "Devil Return" convoy vas ambushed on Highway 13 some distance 
south of the ambush on the 12th. Could you tell in your ow vords vhat part 
your unit, C Company, 2nd of' the 2n.d, played in beating of'r,that NVA attack? 

aow.Alij1a When the ambush occurred on the 14th, m::t company along vith Bravo 
~, 1st of the 28th Infantry' Battalion va.s conducting a ground reoormais­
sane. off the vestern side of Highway 13 in a suspected enezq base camp area 
in the TI east - west grid. They had spotted movement in there and we vere 
in there ohecking it out. My company wa.s the ready reaction for~e, or the 
blocking force, in !runt of Bravo. About 13:45 ve received word that the 
convoy had been ambushed and that Alpha Colr!pany', 2nd of the 2nd and other units 
in the area had taken the enemy under fire. I received a call from m::t battalion 
co!l!I!l8ntiar to 'oIitbdraw out of the \.'Oods to the "lest and come dow south to 
reinforce the blocking force. By the time my company was clear of the wood­
line aDd down the road the majority of the ambush had been routed and when 
I moved in the only return fire that we took was a lone enem::t that we happened 
to soars up out o£ the brush. The majority of them, it appeared to me, bad 
~ !led out of the area; some of those that were left behind had gotten 
trapped so that they couldn't move. As we moved through on a sweep - we swept 
from south to north out of the 'WOod-line along the ambush site back to Fire 
Support Base Hartman, va did seare up a fev. i.fe found tva that the artillery 
had killed, captured tw J.K47s and accounted for three more enem;y killed. But 
b,:t the time we got there the maJ or! ty of the ambush had been routed and there 
wasn't really very much that ve contributed to that particular action. 

CI..IUj.KEa Cap...ain Howard, I have taken from what you have told me that, at the 
time of the 8":000 ambush, your unit was committed un another operation and 
essentially had no responsibility for the security of' the "Devil" return 
convoy. And at this time this was assumed by the escorting elements and 
ComapnT A, 2nd of the 2nd ¥~ch battalion which 'Was based out of Thunder III. 

awARP' I'hat' s right. The outposting that day was done by Alpha Company 
and also by Dreadnaught Bravo, (Bravo Company, 2nd o£ the 34th Armor) which 
was reW'orced by our 2-2 Reconnaissance Platoon. loty mission was not convoy 
security that day, but once the ambush vas sprung my battalion oommander, 
Lieutenant Colonel Linson felt that they t.fanted to get all of the people they 
could into the area in hopes of thwarting the enenw and getting as many of 
them as 'We could. But, as I said, by the time ve got there the major portion 
of the engagement bad terminated. 
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Reo'oduced at the /'.iatJonal ArchIVes 

m~ ACTION INAERVIF..'H 

INTERVIEWEEs Captain David L. Smith, Commanding Officer, Company A, 2d 
Battalion (Meeh), 2d Infantry, l.t Infantry Diviaion. 

DI'J:ERVlEWERs Captain Jeffrey J. Clarke, Commanding Officer, 17th Military 
History Detachment, 1st Infantry Division. 

QI,AlQI This 1s an interview 'With Captain David L. Smith, COiIIIp8JIf':,ccmmander, 
A ComJ?l!UV't 2d ot the 2d., on 19 August 1969 about 3000 meters north or ThuDder III 
on Route ,1.3. Capt&1n Smith, oould you explain for us in your own Y'.)rU tlut 
events aurround1ng the ambush of the "Devil- return convoy on Auguat 14th, 1969. 

SMITBa On the 14th of August ll\Y company bad the responsibility of outpo8t1ng 
the road from '!bUDder III north along Highvay 13 to 'Vicinity of the 71 grid 
line. I had outposted the road during the morning 'With platoon strongpoi...TJ.t 
locatiou gene:rally about 500 meters apart. I took the racon element that I 
had from the 1-4 Cay and '-'!is conduoting a sweep a.ll the ws.:y up to the northern 
boundary of the battalion AO. About 1125 I received 8. call fran 'IllY .8COM 
platoon leader and he told me that the convoy was under attack in his general 
vic:1n1ty just north or Thunder III. An en.emy torce came out of the wood line 
from. the 'West on line and one or his sections angaged them with 50 oaliber 
maohine gun tire. The enemy had vi thdravn after the 1st element of the convoy 
passed the ambush alta. When the seoond element started passing, the enemy 
again came out on line and started engaging them with lIIOl'tars and direct fire. 
Th. t1me lap" there \l8.S about ti'Ve minute. or so. 

At that time I turned the rest of my elements around and started baok to the 
ambwIh location. I told the 2d Platoon leader to move down to the vicinity 
or the ambush which was about 500 meters from his locs. tion. He t.h.u..'1dered down 
wi th his other two track., got on line on the vest side of the road while I 
was enroute to the ambush location and e:nga.eed tho enemy torce. About 1215 "the 
battalion camnander arrived at the ambU8h area with my 2d Platoon and began 
calling tor supporting tires. The artillery started firing with a light :::"'ire 
tea vorking the east side or the road. 

I mared down with the elements that I had with me to the general vicinity of 
the ambuah and rrr:I artillery liaison officer started calling artillery fire 
into the area of the ambush. He had artiller;y firing from three batteries 
whUe we set up generally north of the ambush site. There were several. trucks 
blocking the road J two of the trucks had received direct hi ts- one was burning 
pretty badly. I 1natructed one or the tanks to go up and kn~ the burning 
"hiole otf the road 80 the rest of the vehicles in the convoy oould get past 
the ambush location. 

I formed the element. I had with me into a box type formation and at 1300 
started mov1ng into the oontact area. We returned tire with the tank guns 
and the 50 oallbu' _abine g'I.U'18. The as.u1t -was about 1200 meters long into 
a thick bamboo area aDd luted about 45 minutes. Whlle ploving all or the way 
into it, we encountered pretty rough spots where the tanks had to atop and 
maneuver around. Once \Ie got in about 1345 va found 'We vere right in the middlv 
of an eDaJDy' force. I teel it vas probably a delaying force tor the personnel 
that vere in the ambush. Once we got into that site, 'We immediately killed :3 
NY! soldiers and we bad one Chieu Hoi oome out. 
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AFTER ACTION INTERVIEW _ Sr.fITH (Continued) 

In the meantime the battalion commander had gotten hold of Charlie Compa..ny 
(2-2 Mach) vh1ch was vell to the north of us. They pushed down the road and 
arrived in the ambush area about 1400. They came in on rrr:r rear and flanked 
on the north side of my elelll8nt. loie were instructed then by the battaJ.1on 
commander to make a swep w:1 th Charlie Company moving to the north and my 
elaments moving to the south. As \is vera moving in, we engaged some enemy 
personnel that were still in the contact area and along the way counted 13 
bodies that we had killed or that the artillery had killed. We policed up 
quite a tev weapona in the ambush area. oath rrrr elements, we swept trom 
vhere ve vent into contact to about a thousand meters south) Charlie Company 
wnt about a thousand meters north but very li tUe contact was made. We found 
were the ambush position bad been and soma of the bodies in the area with 
their equipnent. I then called the battalion cQll'll'llB.nder, and since we had 
a'Wept out of the contact area, asked permission to turn around. I turned 
around and reswept the area. 

When I returned to the area of the origion.s..l contact, the ba:LtaliOll CODlL.iE.uder 
called me and told me to pick up an infantry company on the road just north of 
us. I took rrr:r COIIlp6l2y from there, wnt up to the area 1.ilere the leg company 
was, picked them up, brought them back down to the contact area with me, came 
up aD line, and dismounted the leg cOLlp8JJY. Then ",1. th ro:y tanks, 'We condt;,cted 
a swep through the contact area to the wet into the wood line about 200 
metara. We found some other equipment, but no contact in that area. We then 
formed a block1ng po8ition tor an element that was performing an assault in 
the WIt. They were moving generally in our area, but I don't know what the 
results ot that operation vore. After we s'..rept the area with the infantry 
oOlDp8l:Q" we vent back into the ambush area, policed up all of our vehicles and 
personnel, and moved back into thunder III. 

gLAlIIEl Thank you, Captain Smith. I notice that this is the second ambush 
that happened in the period ot two days ..nlere the ambushing unit was aui te 
clOH to 01'.Ie of the mechanised outposts. Could you describe to IDa any lessons 
learned fram these operationa, especially the or.e on the 14th? 

§MITI. We tOWld from the Chieu Hoi that there were alJproximately 200 peo}Jle in 
the ambuah tram. the K9 battalion. If we had s'Wept into the ambush area. a little 
faster and, I think, used a little less artillsr'y, ve might have gotten into 
the area and bad a lot better body count. Now in the morning while moving to 
the outpost poei tiOJlB, I swep from W'ood line to \.icod l1ue along the road about 
400 meters OIl e.1 ther flank w:1 til 8. platoon on line on e1 ther side of the road 
ree.dy to react to anything we find along the road. After va have swept, then 
we outpost the roa.da. I nov am responsible for halt of the battalion sector 
with C.ba:rlle Company responsible for the northern half. But we nov have a 
foroe fran Bravo Company, 2d of the 34th Armor and the RecoI1llAiSS8JlC6 Platoon 
generally eet up in the center as the reaction force for both companies. 

eyu. Thank :you, Captain Smith. I notice there ·,.'S~3 some confusion regarding 
the pno1 •• t..1..M. that the actions took place. ~ don't we go OYer thi. right 
now; we can also draw up a sketch map \Thieh I wUl include in my report. 
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14 AUGUST 69 CQNyOY AMBUSH 

INTERVIEWEE: 001' ROBERT e. KEIL, C Canpany, 720th MP Battallon at Long Binh. 

INTEllVIEWllh CPT JEFFREY J. CLARKE, Commanding Officer, 17th Military History 
Detachment, 1.t Infantry Division. 

9I..A.Jtg1 This interview is being oonducted vith Sergeant Robert C. leil, C 
CompaDJ, 720th MP Battalion (based at Long Binh) on 31 August 1969. OOT Kail, 
oould you describe in your own words, the events that took place on August 14th, 
the day the "Devil" return convoy _s ambushed on Route 131 

DUta On the 14th of August the Quan Loi convoy departed south early in the 
morning. The cO%lV07 va. broken into tw march units, Devil 1 in the lead and 
De'ril 2, second. My Jeep, the .Devil Trail, was in the rear. The security 
element consisted of tanks and APCs. The lead escort vehicles vera two "big­
boys". two AGAVe, aud trailing the first march unit they had 6 APes. The 
second march un! t CC1ll'foY had 2 !.PCs in the front and 2 APes in the rear. Ue 
proceded dow south to checkpoint 58 at wtdcb time the lead lecuri ty for the 
second march un! t pulled oft the side ot the road. Tbey informed Devil 2 
tha. t the area on both sides of the road trClJ1 obeakpoint ;8 to Thtmder liI was 
outposted. Approximately five minutes after the seauri t;y pulled off, the lead 
of the seoond march unit informed me and Devil 1 by radio that they 'W8l'e under 
attack b:y RPG fire. I vas near checkpoint 58 just passing over the pcrtable 
bridge. We proceeded on dow at which time I notioed smoke \18.1 ooming up from 
the front of the convoy. When I got to the scene there was one tanker that 
had taken a direct vi th an RPG, another tanker vas an fire and burning fiercely. 
Both of these were in the center of the road. On the right side or the tanker 
that vas hit with an RPG, there we another tanker that had attempted to piss 
him) he va. stopped and the driver vas now.ere in sight. Tho second truck was 
hit by fire. On the right side of that one, in the field, another talker was 
attempting to pass these tw up, and he was also hit and stopped. It was 
inpossible for the rest of the convoy to pass this location, 80 'We had to come 
to a complete halt. 

Prior to rrI7 reaching the front ware the truojs were burning, my driver and ! 
came tIpOtl"the stopped. convoy. ! got out of II1¥ vehicle, told my driver to pro­
ceed to the front and check and see if there were any casual ties and also 
attempt to get the drivers back in the trucks and out of the kill zone. This 
failed. There vere no oasualties among the truck drivers trom the rear ot the 
convoy to about the center vhere the tire vas cC)IIdng in extremely heav.r. There 
vas a jun Jeep from the 48th Group oft the left side of the road that bad taken 
machine gun fire. The driver Wfl8 shot twice in the bead, the Ie of the vehicle 
was wounded and the gunner was also wunded. He \1&.8 standing up behind his 60 
tiring it. There wall nothing much we could do ucept start layillg down a base 
of fire. I had my gunner get and fire his 60. The 60 J .... after the firat 
l'CIUDd and retuaed to fire, 80 all we had lett were two M'1ge, three 16s and a 45. 
Va kept up a baae of ,'!re and \!ai ted for securi't7 to oome. 

There ve" two ACAf. oft the west side putting dow a base of fire into the heavy 
brush 20 to ;0 meters off the sida of the road. The direction for this would be -
the direotion of the road from Quan Lei to Thunder III - tho left side wuld be 
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14 AUG 69 CONVOY AHBUSH - KIEl. (cont) 

Repr:X!0CeG at me Nabona A.rch,ves 

east and the right side would be west. The APCs came up to where the trucks 
vere burning, putting out a base of fire. We started receiving some mortars 
and also some RPG rounds again. At the same ti;,le there 'Were numerous helicop­
tere fiying overhead - there were 4 LOHe and :3 Cobras. One LOR was cirel ing 
around l'fl3' position and I vas making arm and hand signals to him to shov him the 
direotion were I had seen the fire from 80 he could use his mini-gun on them. 
It took approximately 45 minutee before these choppers opened fire on the enemy. 
At that til\e we had some ta!lks come up from the Thunder III area (note. these 
were probably CPT Smith t s coming from the north) and putout a base of fire vi th 
their 90mm guns and 50 caliber. They kept this up from were the first truck ws 
hit to the rear. Then after we got out of the area, they called in close fire 
support with some noos which dropped bombs on the west side of the road. Tl'e 
Cobras laid dow Q base of fire vi th their rockets and rnini-guns on the east 
side of the road out along the voodllne. They also came in ,.rith their rnini-gun. 
approximately 100 ~rs from the road in the open area. 

The ambush extended from approximately 500 meters south of checkpoint 11 to 
almost half-way to Thunder In. From the place where the oonvoy was ambushed 
to this area half-way to Thunder III, on the east side of the road, there vere 
5 or 6 snipers. My Of;vU 2 vas out there taking these people under fire v.I. th 
their M60. Also the new Devil 1 which vas coming north, brought us up a new 
supply of amMllni tiona They also had two V-J.OO armored cars wi th them. Tbe;y 
were firing on the eut side of the road putting out a base of fire, and taking 
these snipers under fire. 

~I Sergeant Klel, oould you tell us about what tiM the oonvoy vas hit and. 
how long it took you to drive up from the rear of the convoy, at 'What tine sup... 
porting forces - artillery, helicopters, or the tanka and APCs thnt you men­
tioned - came? Can you give us an estimate of the time here? 

I.lILs The convoy was hit at approximately 1130. I vas the last vehicle in the 
march unit so it took me approximately five minutes to get to the front where 
the vehicles were burning. The supporting security U11its - there vera two that 
were outpoeted along the side of the road - imrlediately returned fire. The rest 
of the 8 ecuri ty elements took approx:ima tely 45 minutes to get back to g1 ve us reli ef • 

CI..ARKi' Were you able to obtain any artillery SUp;lort? 

.i..ll*' The artillery support ws suppressed by the VC as they were mortaring 
Thunder III after they hit the convoy. Thunder III received approximately 25 
rounds of mortar and rocket fire which kept the artillerymen doYn in their holes 
80 that they couldn't return fire illL"'lediately. 

"X,Auqa How cl08e were the en~ to the road? 

IJiLI The enemy 80ldiers were a..nywhere from 10 feet from the road all the '.l8:1 
back to the woodline 'Which extends back from 200 to 250 meters. They were close 
enough to throw a satchel charge at myself, and that is a li~tle bit too close. 

CI.ARKjj: I take it from what you have said that the HP jeeps were the only escort 
'Vehicles with the convoy a.fter it passed Fire Support Base Hartman. 

2 

D~CLASSIFIED ._J 
AJ,;u~Qi;:Y #&,() q;;, 21,13 ! 

B-1 d NARA Datp3,;J·~/; 



Repr:rCJCEXJ at L~e "atonal Archives 

n. ' 

14 AUG 69 CONVOY AHBU5H - KIEL ( Gont) 

IJikI That is correct. We departed checkpoint 58 without the security elements. 
They had pulled off at checkpoint ,8 and informed us that the road "Ja,S outposted. 
We then proceeded dow. 'We ha.d an MP jeep leading, behind him 'Wc!..S a 48th Group 
gun jeep, then myself, 'Which vas tho last gun jeep in the march element. There 
vas one other gun jeep from 48th Group _ he was behind the bo~tails which vere 
directly behind me. 

~I So in your march unit, the second lIlvrch unit, there 'Were just four 
gun jeeps, jeeps with M60 machine guns? 

JUiLs Yes sir, that is rip-ht, there were only .four gt.ll1 jeeps in thnt lll:lrch 
unit. 

~Ll>lU: The first march unit had pa3sed the aJibllsh 'Without being attacked. 
Did tmt first nutTch unit have any heavier escorting elements? 

lWi: Yes, the first march unit had two escorting tanks plus some ACAVe in 
the front. The APes that were in their rear, I believe, also dropped off at 
checkpoint 58. I am not real positive about that. The second march unit, which 
I \18.8 in, never had. much heavy armored equiprllent. The reason that all the heavy 
stuff is al~s in the first march unit is that the Ca.v doesntt like to split 
their fire pover, and they claim that· ne tank:n the front in the first march 
uni t and one tank in the second march urJ. t is exposing the heavy armor to RPG 
fire,. whereas if they have two together it is less likely that they "lill be hit. 

CWlUs Can you estimate at about what tir.1e the a;.]bush itself '·"'8 over, or, in 
other words, at what time did enough reinrorcing elements come up to your position 
to enable the convoy to move on and to reduce the enemy fire wh~ch you were 
receiving? 

.lUlL 1 That is a 11 ttle hard to ans'Wer as it 'WaB pretty hot and heavy out there 
for a while. I looked at my "Watch for an exact time when it started, and -the 
next time I looked at my watch 1oiI8.S down at Thunder III and they had all of the 
big boys, APCs, Cbbras, F-100s, and all of the artillery going into the area -
it ,~s approximGtely 1310 or 1315 hours. 

3 
(-



~ C(~~tJFJ ~)I.·/U-r111!, 
O£P ~H',!fEN (;. . t 

~ AD JUARiERS FIRS VNFAN R ~VISV UN 
IR~t MI_ ' lARt I ~TE GENC~ D[TA~HME~I 

APO US fORCES 9634~ 

TEAM NO~ OIV R IPW IN E. ROGA rlON R£P~R ..... -- .--~.. ~~ 

10 (C) REPORT ~UMAER: 1 .. L:,", . (,9 4., (C) S ATUS: PW!NVA 

CO"lTROl NU lBER: O..,1 3't ... 69 t':: (c) AD'. J N CONT: 1ST P'JF' n IV 

29 (C) DATE OF' REPORT: 261A'UG 69 DISPOSITION: r.;OTH EVIIC 

I NTERROGA TOR: KUNKEL 001\'0 f T , ON : wOlP'![) EO ... 
I~TE~PRETER: MINH 6~ (0 ) ED' rf.O BY: LT ~OARES 

30 (c) REFE~ENCE: MAP, ViETNAM 1 :50,000 CHECKEr BY: 
SHEET NAME: eo Tue 
SHEET ~O: 6?32 '8 

-----~----------~~-~---- --------- - -~-~---- ---- --- - --------. --- ---~ 
7q (e) CAPTURE OATA: 

DATE/TI~~r::: 1309,0 AUG 69 

PlACE~ XT ?64 7L.5 

CAPTURING u'-nT: "e" 2/2 

80 (c) CIRCUMSTANCES or CAPTURE: CAPTIJRE(1 DUR I NG SWEEP OF (.,Op.,ITAC'l' A-RE'A., 
#'oc:.,-c,." .. _c.;,~ .. ~,. .. ., - ... ~...:Io ____ "' '''~'' ''_ ''''''~ &., •. _ ... _ .. _.,. Q .. ... ~ ~ .,._ .... P>.I .. _ .. _-.:I'_~_ .. .. __ ., .. ..., .-_ ..... ae= 

9,,(0) BIOGRAPH PAL DATA:_ 
NAME: NHAM VAN HUNG 

RANK/POSITION: SGi/SQO LOR 

UNITt '1ST SOOg 2ND PL !l 6TH < .. 01) AT~ BNfI F...,12 REr.T~ 1ST I\IVA D PI 
-..,. 

DATE/PLACE OF R IRTH: 19h7 p tONtt DON ( V) " THACH A'" (D) t' CAO- BONG 
(p)" NVN 

PLACE OF RESIOENCE: $3ME AS PLACE OF' RIRiH 

OCCUPATION: FARMER 

EDUCATION: 4 YEARS 

RELIGION: NONE 

MARITAL STATUS. SINGLE 

RElATI~ES WORKI~G FOR VC OR GVN: NONE 

CHILDREN ~ NONE 

TYPE OF UfoJlFORM WORN: LiGHT YELLO"I SfilSRT '~JQTH BLUE TROUSERS 

GRoup=4 
OOWI\lGRAOED AT 3 (EAR ;NTERVAL~ 
OECLASS I r lEe AF'TE: R 12 YEARS 

/). D - .11- Jf I ( __ () Ii/ f- / t /V I 11'"/ L. 



Archives 

C t) /vIF I 0 t/t) r~I,4 L ... 
AM NO: o ~ v REAR ,pw ( /2/ 26 AUG 6~ 

o (C) INFORMAT iON GA i NED : 
A 0 PAST ACT ~ V I TV ES ~ SUBJE ~ WAS ORAF ED if TO THE PlJVA t!\J A JG 6~7 '~NV 

WAS SENT TO THA ~ NGUYEN CH'N g THA D NGUYEN ( P ) v NVN" FOR r QUR MOt-JTHS or 

BAsec 5NFANTRY TRA 8N UNG o StJB JECj ll S ElAS tiC ~ AiI\J CI\Jr, U~q i COT\JS lsrf:D OF" 

,00 PER SONI'·' El ~ AND WAS DES a GNA TED THE 8TH BAS H~ fA A I N I "SO AN " FRO~' NOV 

6'"{ TO MARCH 68n S 18dEcr ST"vro AT THA e NGIJ'ft"S C r.rv d4A if'.UNG AREA 

PERFORM ~ NG NO SPECIA OUT~fS (' ! N MARCH 6.11 , SUBJ'CT'MS ASS \.N .. O TO 

QNF Vl TRA 'rUOI\l GROUP #668ro CONS STiNG OF' ;00 ~~t"N() ~OtJP 668 P,E ,AI\I 

INFILTRATiON 8'Y FOOT FROM fHAa IGUYEN ~P) SI TO PHU 11-10 (p L , HA nONG (P .: 

THANH MOA (p),., QUANG 6 ~NH (p) 9NTO LAOS AND Oil TO KONTUM (P) 9 SV~L 

DUR ING 2NF"l lTRATION " GROUP #668 LOST APD~OX f~"ATE Y 'J~5 PEqSO"'INEl DUE 

TO MALARiAo CASUALI YIES WERE EFT ALONG THE INFilTRATION ROUTE I~J 

CAMBODIA o Af TER ARR~V~NO IN KO~TUM (p) SVN p SUBJECT WA S ASSIGNED TO A 

WOUNDED TRAN$PORTAr( ION PLTp 8iH BN f , F'""6,, rHE fHH AN AND Two OTHEQ B\',JVS 

O~ F ··,6 WERE ALi. l.OCATED I THE: SAME GENERAL AREA (LOe UNK TO SUn,JEer ) '.' 

APPROXiMATELY 3 DA'WS Ar 'rER 8€~NG ASS GNED TO (HE a'n·' 8"~i) Sllt3JEC'Y WAS 

USED To CARR 6 WOUNDED P[ RSOfl,IIIJEL TO THE K~·4 HOSP! 'Y' Al LoeA TEO R N KONTUM 

(P) (EXACT loe UNK TO SUBJECT)" TH IS ,KJSPt!A . ';Gt'JSi~ TED or ':00 Ml::N 

tNClUDir..JG PAY'ENT&o iN OCT 68 THE 8TH RNI) 7 TH 8N .4N(! 6TH 81'~p F=-·f. 

"8' RELOCATED TO VfC )'T ,'7; 9150) JI,RR IV ,t\JG AT 'THYS :: OCATiON ~N DEe 0 C' 

SUBJECT STATED 1'HA1' WHi LE UOVP\lG ~Rm.~ KON'TtlM (P) 'ro VI XT ,75 91; H~~ 

lJ"IIT MOV~D VERY fllOWjI REST~ NG or'iFN Af\j[) RECE~VP,!(i POLITIC AL p'll)or.Tr~ H-~A TiOf 

AT VI C (XT 5'75 915)~ / ~6 ~ET JP A NEW 8AS[ CA~~PIt ACH 8f\l BE,t..IG APPROX 

TwO HOURS WA Klf\lG DIS TANC APA RT., :r TH S LOCAT~Or.~, F- 6 CHANGED 'T iS 

DESIG~AT ' ON TO F=~ 2D UPO~ ARRIVING AT ViC XT 575 9.59 SUBJECT WAS 

ASS 'G~!ED y AS AN 1 lFANTRVMANtl TO 'rHE 5TH COMPANY:J 8TH BI"L V I\j APR j 69 s. 

~UBJECT vS BN WAL KE ' 0 THE BAli CO ARE!'lI TAY NkNH (P)~ (EXACT l OC UNK 1"0 

SUBJECT)" TO C0t\10lJCT HA RRASSMENT A TTACI~ S ON ENEMY POSfT eo~Sc IN MAY 1199 

~UBJECT ' BN MO'fED BAC\' TO 'TS .. : SE CAMPo UN JUNE 69£' SLlAJECT"S 8 N 

'l'VALKED TO B HJH ONG ( p) W ~ TH lHE MI SS VON or AT ACK ' I\J(~ A U .. ~ CO"NOY 1\1 

( : C:),/I/ F ;I [) ~ A/ T-;I/1 i 
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CtJAlFID£AJ/IAL 
TEAM NO: DJV REAR !PW 1.,1 26 AOO 6, 

HIGHWAY #1,0 AF"rER AT1'ACKING THE' CONVOY,} SUBJE:CT'S BN OOVEO 8ACK TO 

ITS BASE CAMP. ON 9 AUG 69p AT 1700 HOURS SUBJECT'S BN l£FT 'T'S BASE 

CAMP A~O WAlKED TO VIC (XT 663 74c;), ARRIVING AT THIS LOCATION AT Q600 

HOURS 11 AUG 690 lltIE BN ONLY MOVED AT NIGHT o AT 1800 HOURS 11 AUG 69$1 . 

SUBJECT'S BN MOVED TO'¥'THI~ C;OO METERS OF" HIGHWAY #1~, ARRIVING AT 

THIS LOCATION AT 2100 HOURS l' AUG 690 AT THIS LOCA'·~ON. SUBJECT'S BN 

BUfLT rIGHTING POSITIONS AND \'AITED F'O~ A UoS " CONVOY TO OOME BY. AT 

1400 HOURS 12 AUG 690 SUBJEC'PS B"J AMRUSHED THE CONVOY II SlJ9JEOT 8£I~G 

WOUNDED AT THIS TH~Eo 'NHEN THE 8TH 8f1J WI)~I-IDRE\'I ON 13 AUO 69, SU8JECT 

' WAS LEF'T BEHIND AND C~PTt1REO f;3Y U.,So ~ORCES o 

S" M.SSION: 
10 pw: TO AOVANCE HIS SQO '.'~HEN ATTACKt"JG THE CO"NOY o 

·.2 0 UN.,: AMBUSH U, So CONVOY ON HfGI-IWAY #13 AND WITHDRAW BACK TO 

IT'S BASE CA~AP o 

00 UNIT: 
10 ORGANiZATION: 8TH B~p F-12 REGT~ 1ST NVA OfVISUON CONSISTS OF 

3 INf:ANTRY COMPANIES AND 1 HEAVY WEAPONS COMPANY p A SUPPOR 't~ COMPANY Ar<.JD 

A HQtS SECT'ONo 

20 0' SPOS I TION: 8TH BN:; F ... 12 BASE ~A~4P ~ S LOCATED A'r v I C Xl 575 

3. FUTURE PLANS: SlIBJECT HAD NO KNOlfllEOGE OF' FUTU~E MISS IONS OF' 

HIS UNIT OR ANY OTHER UNIT ~ BUT HAD HEARD THAT THE ATTACK ON TH£ CO~JVO" 

COULD SE THE START OF' A NEll{ CAMPA' ONo 

ho STRENGTH: 8TH BN, F ... 12 HAS A TOTAL OF' 170 E~' AND 15 OFFICERS .. 

THE , If\lFA~TRY COMPA"JIES AND THE HEAVY WEAPONS SUPPORT COMPA Y EACH 

HAVING 35 E'\~ AND 30r F" rCERS ., THE HQ oS SEcrfON HAS ;0 EM AND ; OF'~·'CE P. So 

50 T ACT-' CS : 
A <> OFF'ENS f VE : WHEt.J ATlACK' NG AI TliE RTH 8~PS HEAVY WE' APONS 

COMPANY FIRES MORTAR ANO HEAVY MACHINEGUN FIRE INTO THE ENEMY pnSlT'O~!, .. 

THIS IF FOLLOWED BY PlT srzE' AS SUL T'S FROM THE ~ I~FANTqy COM~AN' ES (E .~CH 

PL T ~MS APPROXIMATELY '- 7 l'!.ENo 

C"t>///--IDF"d TI/I L 
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Co ;1/1[: / L)~'.A) 7 'lit !.~ 
'rEAM NOt Of V REAR IPW /4 / 26 AUG 69 

BaD E:F'ENS I VE : THE 8TH ON SETS UP '1"S BASE' eM ~p 0,.,,1 L ' ~ EACH 

COr-1PANY BE 'NG ~ PPROX~dATtLY i HOURS WALKI I\JG DISTANCE APART" EACH 

COMPANY USES. 1 0 BUNKf:RS FO'lMED IN A C i Rel E,~ 

C~ WITHDRAWAL ~ At L COMPAN' E'S OF THE enlaN WI THORAWS AT SAME 

TIMEo 
o~ f"ORMATIOr.JS : THE 8nt AN nJlOVES~N s t llJGLE F~LE IlliTH t; MIN 

lYALKING D'STA~CE BETIIIEEt-l EACH COMPANV o 

£ ., SPEC' At. OPER ATi ONS: NONE 0 

6Q PER.sO~Al I TIES: 6TH COMPANY 8TH BN.) F. .... 12 

HUU: CO/ 2L T 

THANH: XO! 2.1 

" LAM: PO/2L r 
/ 

PH AT: ~SST PO/3l' 

8TH AND F'=12 : 
..... 

rOAN: ,,0 
...-

HA I : PO 
r. 

At : ASST PO 

7 <I OTHER BASE CAMPS: UNK ro PW" , 

8" H tD VNG AREAS J'r CACHES: UNt< TO PW ., 

90 LOG fSTI CS: RiCE FOH SUBJECT 'S COMPANY IS PROCURED F"FlOM AN 

s 

UNK LOCAT~ON 11\1 CM~BOD I A o VEGETABLES A~E PROCURrO F'ROM AN UNK V ~llAGE 

IN CAMBOOI Au 

10 0 NORMAL DAilY OPERATtCf<JS: AWAKE AT 0';30 HOURS ~ EA'r 0-;30 TO 

060011 UNLESS ON A MI S8 I ON SUBJECT \I S CO', PA"!Y WOUlO STAY IN TS 9ASE CNlP 

Ci..EAN~NG WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT., 

1 1~ COMBAT EFFECTIVENES S: 

Ao tOSSES: DlJR~ "Jn OPEQA l tONS 

COMPAf\IY LOST 8 MEN '. 
B c, r .. ~·PlACEMENTS : 1 HE 6'fH COM~\A NY '1 81 H BN qE~E' VE'n A ~v" 
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Cad/f IDE-A.J / rA6 
EAM NO: OIV REAR IPW ,ft.,/ 26 AUG 6.1 

Co MORALE ~ SUliJECT ~TA"r.O TH A.! ~.40R Al r OF" f I S n~'?T l'JAb ~'OT 

VERY GOOD 8ECAUSE ~OST OF THE r".1EfI.! 0 in NOr KE lor, r-HY ~ft,'n WERE HOME 

SICK" 
Do PERCFNT OF NVA ~N THE Uf\.Il T~ 1 OO~., 

1 2 0 EQU' pI '(NT ~ 
Ao WEAPONS : 6ni COMPANY p 8TH 8Np J. ~2 HAS 2 X '''&' v:-' ~ , rH 9 

ROUNDS EACH, 1 X 841 WITH 9 ROUNDS g ,0 X AK II S w,<rn CjOO ROUNDS E., ,H . TH£ 

OTHER 2 INF'ANTRY CO"APA~IES OF' THE 8TH 8N HAVE THE SAME TYPE PND NUMRE~ 

OF \YEAPO"IS AS THE 6TH COMPANY 0 HEAVY \VE' ,APO~~S f'OMrA~V D 8TH !1f\!a • 2 HAS 

1 X 82MM MORTAR WITH 150 RotH-JDS b i X HE" VV I ,~ACH j/lJE GUN 1.'/ f)'H Jg 000 kOUNt1$ ~ 

B ., COt.,"'''UNfCATU ONS: THE 8TH RN HAS 1 X RA')IO AP</f'l 3 x J:it: 0 

PHONESn THE UN IT ALSO Ur 'LYZES RU~NERSo 

C.. YRANS POg TAT ' ON ~ 8'( rOOT OI\JL Y Co 

130 ErrEOT OF AR T LlEAY ANn AI R STRI KES: UBJECT HAS NEVEq 

EX PER I ENOEO AN ART {llERY OR A' R STR J KE ANn HAD "10 (flI0WlEOGE or TH£' R 

EFFECTS 0 

1ha EF"FECT or ALli ED PS YOPS: ~UBJECT HAJ HrARO RROAr CASTS AND 

HAS SEEN LEAFLETS BUT r 10 ~OT BELfE VE THEM , 

CIII _ _ ClI ~ ... _4.» __ .. _ ""'_ ... .;, ..,. _ . __ , .. ... ".: """I> r:.-, _..:.-. • .. . ·_1·~ ... . c:. n.~ 1OJ'f'..... • •.. _ ... .. _ "' " ....... !WI>..-. ..... _ ,... .. ... _~ _... . rt _ •• _ __ .... 

11 0 (C) INTERROGA TORS COMI 1ENTS: 

10 PROBABLE tALVDiTY:: SUB·JEer G~VE CONS I STANT ,\NSWERS AND ,sEEMfD 

TO BE TElLlNG THE TRUTH o 

2 0 RECOfWI/.ENDA I !, Of'JS ON r'u~nHER tNTERROI3AT ONS ~ NOT RECOMMENDED 

FOR F'URTHER INTERtOGAT'ON o 
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Co ;?/j-" /lJ 1-' .dJ / 111 L../ 
EAM NO: otv REAR IPW /6/ 26 AUG 69 

ee) ANNEX A (THE FOt.. .OW ING SORtS WERE ASKEO O· SOURCE AND NEGATfVE 

RESPONSE WAS RECEi VED ON ALl. QUEST~ONS) 

(0) CONTRO NO: UuUPE U c:.s8 
SUBJECT: ENEMY U E OF G I v, LI AN ,~80RERS 

CONTROL NO: U" UP£, ·"U1 596 
SlIRJECT: EF'FECiI V1NESS OF' ELECTR ICAL I,VARNHJG DrVICES 

(e) ........ 

CONTROL NO : D=7CX=2214 
SUBJECT: POW INTELLIGE CE 

(c) 

, 
(e) CONTROL NO: ij.:>IJPE '~A1 625 

SUB~ECT : KI OMETER MARK NG n .N I r: i :-ns 

(e) CONTROL NO: liB ~ ... Sv~.030 
SUB EC · Mf'D C CAt ~ N1ELl , GE ,~t .. f' . 



. (e) 

(C) 

• Reproduced a1the Naliooal Archives 

f'. 0 I//r' / "/ /? F.l./ 'T I A L-. ,-, .. - .. /91 

ANNEX A (RCSPONSES 0 seeR 9 ) 

CON TRO!. NO : UAI~/E ... U ,)60 
SUBJECT : VC AND NVA CLOTH ING AND EQq~'rf\li 

1 (I THE SOuRCE WAS Wf.AR tNh KHAK' &H i R'( AND PANTS " HE: HAD SANOlES 

BUT NO HEAD GEAR o 

,2& THE SOURCr:: WA (.' Il'3S lJF:CJ i x FI ELD PACKs. 2 X SE"rS OF r AT fGUES II 

1 X HAMMOCK" 1 X MOSQU ITO NETII AND 1 X KH AK I HAl ", 

, It,.1> AND 50 THE ~OtJ~Cr. WAS NOT KNOWl~()GEABlE " 

(C) CONTROL NO: I Jr UF'E .. ·Ai 629 
SUBJECT: ENEMY REACT~ON TO GUNSHtPS 

"" l'HE ·sounCE WAS l'lOT WA HNED BE F'ORE THE A ACK 

20 THE 60lmCE VIAS NOT Kt:OVIlF.'DGEABLE" 

;c; THE SOUHCf. SAW NO EXI1AUSr 0 THE SOURCE S,'\ 10 '(HAT THE GUNSH n:J 

WAS ABOUT 100 METERS ABOVE H' SHEAD 0 

4g 5o THE SOURCE WAS NOT KI\ff1WlEDGEABLEo 

60 THE SO URCE SArti Tf-iAT 1'HE ,tG1)f\ISHtPS WERF. E FECt 1\,[ VJH~N TR OOPS 

WERt CAllGH'r IN TH( OPENo 

'THE SOUhCE VIAS I\IOT K~O'!A., EDGEAfiLt: 01=' THE' rOlLO'.~ f ~J G s.r I.lR I ,) ~ 

(C) OONTROl ~10· U..,UPE-ln S,:)8 
SU8JECT : USE or C I v tL t A(\J LABOR 

ee) CONTROIh NO ~ U~UPE .. 1C;(? 
U~GU f DEO ,A ~OCKETS 

'lj 

(C ) CONTROl. NO ; U~UPE ... ;t!1 
SfJ8,IE'CT: fARK F IEtO ' UN H·'ORM 



1. 

C 0 ttl f· I D r A.I·, - I .4 L.-
D PAM MENl Of ,HE AR R 

HCAQQ! ~R' c~ ·~ 8RST I FANTRY D. V' S ION 
FIRST M_LrrA~' @NTEll.tGENCE UEfACHMENT 

APC US FORCES 96~u; 

TtAM NO: 3RD 8DE PW 

• Reproduced at the ~~OIlal Archives 

i (C) REPORT NUMBER g 1 4~ 5",69 4" (e ) t:I' A ille ~ PW/NVA 

CQ ~JTROl NUM8t R ~ r,,65 .. 69 50 (e} ADMIM CO"IT: 1ST '''IF' D IV 

2, (C) DATE Or- .REPORT .. ,,~: AUG 69 DI SPOSI TION: I II CORPS CAGE 

• NTERROGATQR: 'Of"rR i £R 60 (c, ED fTED BY: IT SOARES 

INTERPRETER: H~EN CHECKED BY: 

'0 (C) REF"ER£"lC£~ MA Pp VIETNAM 1:500000 
SHE£ NAME: AN LOe 
SHEE1 NUMBER: 6332 f UI 
INC T ~Al 3NTERROGATIONREPORT OF 12 AUO 69 

'OCDCS"'2t "~~cnd="=tc:::,.. ........... _ .. ~ ...... _ ..... _t. .• __ _ ..-_ .,. t:l'1 ¢:111~" ",~"" . ... .... _.. e. -.-. ... co_ .. ... ,.,.ca ____________ - .. 
ca 

70 (c) CAPTURE DATA : 
DATE/TI" ~E: 12'}5;O AUG 69 

PLACE ~ Xi "(68 761 

UNIT: "c" 2/2 

80 C) OIRCUMSTANCES or CAPTURE:: THE SOURCE WAS CAPTURED '.'IHEI\i 51.S U I~i 

F'AILED ON AN AMBUSH AT"fEMPT AGA NS-r UQS o tOR(.ES .• 

90 (C) 6fOGRAPHICAl DATA: 
~ 

~~A ME : NGUYEN M i ~H I<. I f\JH 

RANK/POSITION: PFC/SOlGI ER 

UN IT: HEADQUARTERS ELEMENTp 8TH BATT-AlIOt<.l" Z 12TH REGr.s '1ST J.JV 
~ 01V 

OATE/Pl ACE OF 6 JRTH: 1937 jJ riA I ~ONG g NVN 
). -

PLACE OF RES iO£I'JCE: HA i PHONG1' NVN 

OCCUPATION: ELECTRICIAN 

EDUCATION: 7 YEARS 

RELIGION: BUDDHIST 

MAR ITAL ~ ATUS: MARRIED 

RELATf VES WORK ING F'OR VC CR GVN ; NONE 

eM 6 l;DRE~1 : TWO 

TYPE OF UN i FORM WORN~ ~AK' SHeR , lROlJSf.'R S A. ln SA~~VA s 

. GRoup c 4 
OWNGA~DE~ A ) YE Al kNTfRVAl S 

DECLASS lFfEU Ar ~R 2 Y[AR S 

(} 0 AJ i-- / {:J £ tV T f ,~r L 
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( 'I--D Itl F I ('It/ ,I A l 
:.AM NO: ,RD .1'). PlY - / "-. / ~ 6 UG 69 

1 00 (c) I NF ORMA T ON GJ~ i NED: 
Ao PAST ACTIV'T YES: IN ,tULY 6.q I'HE SOURC~ 1/1 s l~AF" '0 ,I'JTO r. NVA 

'I _ , • 

FROM H8S HOME IN HA l PHONG PROVINCE j1 NVN" HE" WAS SE~' TO THE yr- I ·ru 

JUNG E Fon BA~IC TRA'N!NG p WHfCH LA STED L. MONTHS" HE "JAS 

THE 4TH cm~PAfl.w" 532ND BATTAl'O~19 L2f1.JP REGT" Ij~OTH BAS fe T~AP"!I" r:; 

o tv ,S ION. TwO 'MONTHS or H.S TRA' N I t-.:G WERE: ~~pr"IT IN BAS i C I ~JF' ~ IT t< (, 

TRA IN INO AND TWO MOI\lTH$ WERE SPENT IN THE RURA AREAS OF HA I DUN.I 

(P)" REPAtRING HQU":ES AND DfKES WHfCH HP.D BEEN DAMAGrO BY HEAVY MO"'SO()~J 

RA INS AND CONSEQUENT: F"LOOD NG r.. THE EN! 1 RE 532NO BAS iC TRA' ' tNG ' T At. I ON 

CONSISTING OF APPROX 500 MEN" PA RTICIPATED IN THIS ACTI V ITY u ~N NOV SA 

mE ,5~ BN RETURNED TO HAl PHO"JG (p) AND RESTED UNTIL DEC 68 D \\'HEN THE 

SOURCE AND H t S ENfI RE BN WERE ASS' GNED TO THE 2079TH 't-Jr ~l TRA'r; ON GROUP 0 

THE 2079TH GROUP WAS COMMANDED BY T() AND HAD A STREf'fGTH or ABOUT 600 MEN t) 

THE SOURCE DID NiH KNOW FROM WHAT U"J tTS THE AOOITI ONA 100 MEN iN -mE 

2079TH GROUP HAD COME ~ROM o 

THE 2079TH GROUP WAS VIDEO HIITO ~OUF\ COMPANIES~ wrn .. 150 MEN UN 

EACHo THE SOURCE WAS ASS'GNEt, 'fO THE ;AD PlATOON D L! .. n~ GOMPANY \l THE L.1H 

COMPANY COMMANDER WAS DANG!) THE 3RD PLATOON LEAD..:R W.4S to :) ,~Nn 'n~E JRO 

PLATOON SERGEANT WAS THUONGo 1!,tHEN rHE 20791'H JNF'ILTR /ITrt)N GROUP Dt'fiARfED 
'Z- _ 

ti1H PHONG IN DEC 68 p EA CH MAN WAS I SSUED TWO HAND GRE'NAD£S" ONLY O"TtCER~ 

PLT LORS!) AND UP WERE ISSUED AK)~7es., "rHE GROUP Lf RA VEl ED BY T.RAGN FRm~ 
,. -

HA I PHONG TO V I NH C' TV 9 VI NH PROV 'NeE ,. THE TR i P LA STED TWO DA YS AND 

THE GROUP ARR IVED ON 5 DEC 680 AT Vf NH CiTY THE 2079TH GROUP BEG~N 

WALKINGp PASSI"!G THROUGH VINH D HA r'NH v AND QUANG BIN~I PROVINCESo THE 

GROUP ENTERED LAOS AND CONTINUED INTO CAMBOO lAo THEY STAYED IN THE 

"LINGLE AND SAW NO MIL t TARY PERSONNEL FROM E l11:!tR COUt\ TRY.... TH SOURCE' 

SA8D 'THAr ONCE tN CAMBODfA HE SAW HREE OR FOUR t •• AMBOOfAN WOOD cu'rTERS p 

BU,. WAS NOT ALLOWr.:O 10 TALK TO THEM.:. lHE SOURCE SA t D THAT TH f S t'/AS THE 

ONL Y CONTACT HE HAD W t TH C V 8l 'AN PEASON~!El. ROM EITHER COUNTRY 9 WH ILE 

IN LAOS AND CAMBODIA" THE 2079TH GROUP III ULD 0 CK UP RICE AND OR :0 F' fSH 
C" IV r-- IDE ,).) ,~ r /1 L ,,_ ... 0 
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( AM NO ; 3Rtl BOt=: I P\V 

EVERY 6 TO 10 DAYS AT STAYIO~,IS tN THE J'.J"~GL EI) THE SOURCE SAID TH~T 

THERE WERE WO OR 'THREE NVA PERSO~ E AT EACH S ATtON THAT DISTRIBUTED 

THE F"OOD o fHE RIC E WAS STACKED IN 100 KH..O BAGS A"JD COVERED WI TH GREEN 

PLASTtC o THE SOURCE WAS NOT SURE tNHEN iHE 2079 'H • Nt=' ILTRAT'ON GROUP 

CROSSED fROM CAMaOO , A I NTO SVNo HE SA to "rHA'r "HEV CROSSED THE: VAN CO 

DONG RI VER ON 4 MAY 691} AND ARRIVED AT THE 280TH R£P ACEMEhJT STATIO~, 

~o MINUTES WALK LATERo THE" STRE"JGTH 0 THf. r.~()791H GROUP WAS APpqOXO~ATEL 

400 MEt t UPON ARR'VAL p CASUAL -r,IES WERE TAKEN fO AID STA1'tON ALONG THE 

\YAY fJ SO THE SOURCE HEARD.., HOWE ER THE SOURCE SA ~ D TH AT HE NEVEr{ SAW A"'IY 

OF THESE STAT' OI\lS.) CA~UAL T 1 ES WERf. DUE TO MALAR t A AND ~"EVE'P ~ WHEN 

1HE 2079TH I NF'~lTRATI ON GROUP ARRt VED A" lH£ 280TH REPLACE! tNT srATI ON o 

THERE WERE ONL Y TWO PEOPLE' THEREo nE SOURCE 010 NOT (NOW THEIR 

FUNC1'ION o THE 280TH BASE CAMP WAS N 'THE" JUNGlE NO HAD UNOE~ GROUt ) 

BUNKERSp EACH BUNKER WO ULD HOLD ~ MEN.:. THE SOURCE SAI D THAT HE WAS 

AES TR ICTED TO ~u S BUNKER AREA AND He: [HO NOT \<~JOW HOW R j(~ iHE CM,,1P \~O\s c 

THE 2079TH GROUP AEMA I r-.lED A r TH 1 S Sf on:: rop; ,~5 [lfi YS u"rnl THE' 2911-1 OF 

MAY 69 0 THE SOURCE BA lD TH.o, 1" EVERY Of\Y., Of-JE OH TwO MP-J ~Rm,~ EACH 

LITERSo THE SOURCE Kl\,InJ NO'rHP'JG ABOUT THf.' ROUTE TAI'EN OR WHERE THE: 

RICE WAS PROCURED 0 S 'NC~ HE HAD NEVER GO)\'E Of\. A R f Ct RES\tPP Y ~H SS WON 0 

THE SOURCE SA ID THAT ON 29 MAY HE AND AflOUT SO OTH£~ ~N, OM 

1l-!E 4TH COMPANY I) 2079TH f ~c: GROUP \1f£RE THEN ESCORTc.D BY THREE PERSONt.' t 

OF THE 280TH REPLACEM~:NT STAT ION TO '(HE 318 RfPLACE~NT STA ION " 
~ 

OEsrlNATION OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 2079TH GROUP IS UNKNOWN To 

SUBJECT!> SOURCE BAlD lHt TRIP TOOK OVER 24 HOURS S/ AND THAT "HEY 

TRAVELED iN SOUTHERN DtRECrlON (Loe UNKL. lHE :;1ST REPLACEME 'T ~iAn ON 

WAS ALSO I N THE JUN '.E p A 0 COULD HOUSE ABDUl 1 00 MEN:. THE SOURCE SA to 

THAl HE SAW ~o UNOF.:R GROUND BUNKERS THAT V~ULD A CCO~,roDAtE THREE MtN 

EACHe THE SOURCE SAID 1t!NT F'tVE 0 YS LA:r.R,~ ON'i$ JUNEp THREE MEN F'ROM 

C 0 /t/ FIl-l) t /7/" l/j t. 
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THE 8TH BN" Z12TH REGT" 1ST NVA DI VISI ON Len THE SUBJECT ANO ABOUT ~O 

OTHER PF:O lE rROM THE 31ST REPlACEME' 'f SfATION 'fa '£HE 8TH 8tJ BASE CAMP, 

l.OCAT I ON UNK D OEST I NA liON OF THE 0 THEA 20 MEN p, T THE ,1 ST REPl ACEME:NT 

STA1'ION I S UNKtlJOWN TO SUBJECTo THE TRIP WAS aN A SOUTHW T OfRrCT'ON 

ON THROUQH THE ,JUNGLE 1I AND l.~S n:o ONl.Y :.so M II\JU n:s ., THE SOURCE VIAS 

ASS I GNED TO THE TAANSPORTA TION PLA100N or- 8TI-! BN HEADQLJA~TE'RS o THE 

TRANSPORTArtON PlT HAD A STREN(flll OF ·12 MP! WITH 'THE \H~S'ON OF' PAOVIf) J~G 

RICE FOR 8TH BN HQ ' S ., THE S URCE SA ~ 0 TH A'" ONLE A WFEK THE ~ 2 MEN WOULD 

EACH BE ISSUED 2 HA"-I() GRENADES AND LE,\ VE THE RN HO J\ 1' 0600 HOURS o THE 

MISSIONS WERE LED BY THE PL r l DBs> DANg TH ONLY ~~tMBtR WHO CARAIED AI\! 

AKJ.t7 Q THE WALK 1'0 THE R!CE CACHE TOOK .~aOUT HOURS AND 'mE MrN 

'FOLLOWED It iRA t L WES T lHROUGH THE ,JUNO E" T~lE SOURCE SA '0 THA T ntE~1 " 

WAS ALW.~YS A MAN Al THE GJ% CHE wt-lOSE J OB WAS TO KEtP TH E R t CE COVERro A~, 

DRY c THE SOURCE S l,trrEO 'rHA THERE' \I£RE NO S! GrJAl5 USED t' 'fHEY J US T 

WAl.KED UP TO THE CACHE o THE' RiCE VIAS STACKED ON THe GROlJf'ojf) ~N 10:) KUcO 

BAGS AND COVERED W r iH PLt.ST lC ~ THE S"fACK WAS ABO UT 0 METERS SQU MlL, 

EACH MAN IN THE nMNSPOR'r An ON ?l ATI)ON 8ROUGH)' A 20 LnCn BAG ',~'. TH H!M" 

AND '( HE H rCE WAS rRMmF"ERR ED r r;.OM YHE:. ~ 00 K ; LO BAGS TO dE S , ALt.E Afl G(" 

AS SOON AS "HE R t CE W~~S TR/~NSrE !ED TO rHE' SMAllEF, RAm} THE Pl r ST RTED 

ON THE TRIP RACK" ONCE r;:VEHY TWO WF.EKS THE PLT WOULD GO TO GET DRIED 

F'I SH~ SALT3 EGGSfj ANt> SAUCE" THF.: SAME RotrrE WAS USED - 0 \ THE r;"OOO AS 

WAS USED FOR RI CE " THE FOOD eACH WAS A90UT 4 ' H UR"'\ WALK PAs'r l'HE Ri CE 

CACHE: CI THE OURCE SA to l 'HA HE 0 ~r. NOT KNOW WHERE THE A~ItJ.U 'I TI ON CAME 

f"ROM S .NeE THE TRANS PORTAT I ON P T 0 tr NO; PR OClJRE I T, 

THE SOUROE S A~D 'rHA'f tHE 8TH ON" 'Z 2 REGT ;? ',ST NVA Of V HAn A 

STRENGTH OF ABOUT 160 MEN u THE BN WAS D V 10 D ~ NTO FOUR COMPAN [E!'; AND A 

HQ SECTI 0N ~ THE 8TH ON WAS DEPLOYED LtK ~ A SQUARE. ONE COMPA NY I E~LH 

CORNER WITH fjN HQ N THE CENT(Ro THE' bOURCE SA t THAT 'rHE IJOMPAN I£S ARE 

ABOUT 30 M NUTES WA' K ~ROM TH , SN HQo HE HQ SEC' ~N HAD 2, PEOPlE 

LI CJ Ai l -- l D ;:.-' Aj 7 1/1 L 
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12 WERE MEM~ERS OF THE TRANSPORTATION P Ytt 4 ItJER£ STAFf'. PLUS "EO ICS, 

TWO ~SS PtRSONNE v A I11R £: AO,\,H W PERsm1NE.. ON 20 .. JUlY THE SOURCE 

WAS TRANS(,:,C"RED FROM THE TRA"JSPORTArtON PL I" 1'0 THE PROP AGANDA SEC'TION" 

PAR OF THE ADM N GROUPo HIS M SS fON WAS 1"0 SPREAD LEAFLETS \AME EVER 

THERE WAS ENEMY CONTACT.. THE SOURCE 0 in /\JOT K"J01AI WHERE TH£ P~(}PAGA~A 

WAS PRJ NTEO OR HOW t T ARR J VEl AT THE: 8~n-f BN 0: 

ON THE 7TH OF" AUG 68 THE 8"fH 8"'10 '2 H EGT, 1ST NVA OIV p wrn-t ,. 
STRE'~nTH OF 80 M~N OEPARTED THE tR BASE CAh~P FOR A r OllR DAYS WALK AWAY ( I 

THE UN IT TRAV£ E.D sounl AND E ERYONE THAT ':1.1\S BLE ro r: l(lHT WENT ALONG 

(A PPROX 80 MEN) CJ HAI!f' T;Hr. f!N WA JNABt.E "0 GO f It Tn 'JALAR' A A~{) 

FEVER o ON THE 10TH OJ: AUG THE B~"H BN Ar~R f VEL· ,., ' AN AREA UNK TO THE 

SOURCE " AND SET UP A REST AR ... A" TtlE' aN SPfNT ·rHt f.VEtlfNG OF THe 10TH 

AND MORNI No 0,' 1 '1. AUG f ' T~ItS AREA" AT fl, OUT '100 H l1R~ THE 9TH BN WtOVEO 

TO THE AMOtJSH SITE ON HiGHIfIAY#13! v rc XT 760 '7S'~ E Rf P WAS IN A~ 

EASTERL Y 0 IFlECT lorJ AND TOOK A80U !.+ HOURS " THf' I,MBUSH WAS sr.::r UP ON 

THE W .. ST SIDE OF HIGHWAY #1;~ F l vr 10 10 ME;' 'RS ' IF.'ST OF' THf R .A ~L ROp,r 

TRACKS 0 THE SUBJEC SA tD THA" HEY t un Tl-m££ ,~ AN 8tN~\E:RS .~ NO '- LEPT YHE 

REST o!=' THe: EVEN~ NG <I iHE SOURGE WA S TO S A'r' wn 't'HE 6TH COr..~PA~Yll 

AL THOUbH H' S MISS.O I IIIAS ON, Y TO ,fHS'rFH\3UTE EAf.' ETS ,) THE PW SA i.l "ftHi. T 

WHEN nlE AMBUSH BEGAN HE CJAS TO ADVANCE Acnoss THE AA I L ROAD TRACKS I!! 111 

TIlE REST OF HIS UN f T ~ Wh i LE TH EE 81 ,.t~ MOR1'AI~S REMA' ·~rD SO~EWHE:. RE Vi ST 

OF THE TRACKS AND PROVIDED 'lur ORTiNG FIRE." "11-1E 20URC£ SAtD JHA'r HE' 

om NOT KNOW WHiCH COMPANY HAD THE MOHTARS rJ ' l T HE THOUGHT THAT ttF.RE' 

WERE ABOUT 70 ROUNDS OR THE MOR T RS 0 WHEN 'I}iE SOli CE SAW AMER CA ! 

FORCES ADVANC'f\\C; TOW'!.AD HfMo HE: .. 'Uw,' Jl t N A l'!OL: AN!') WAC; r:V[NTUAL Y 

CAPTUREDI.' THE SOUI~CE SA1D "HAt IF' THE AMrH,ISt-f HAD BEEN A SU Ct:SS~ HE 

WAS 'TO HAVE RETREA ~rED BACK ACROSS THE R It. ROAr TR ACt< !) REGH UP D ~ G 

BACK TO THE RES REA 4 HOURS WAt AWAY" THE ~ OURCE WO ULD HAVE: 8 ~ 

lOST IF HE HAD TO GO BACK ON HIS O~ J~ TIE aOURe SA iD THAT HE 0 10 NO 

(~) (.<7) ,A/', · ;l) f ' "V T I rt I' 
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1 (j P ~~ n. · r;ou :!let:. VIA') 0 )Mn H. PA'S tN THE A A USH AND [j I oR HWTE 

PROPAG NO~ LEAF' En~(. 

2 UN IT · THE UN I T VIA S 0 l~M8USH A CO~1VOY ON H I GHVlA Y Ih:; n 

C" UN'T 
1 ~ ORGANIZATION: THE ArH B CONsrsrs or ~OUR CO~PA ~J £ DESIGNATED 

5" 6" 711 AND 8 0 THEAE I S ALSO II eN HQ9S SECTION o EACH COMPANY HAS TJ-!HEE 

SQUAOvo 
2 1) 0 t c)POS ' " I 0"1 ~ !"HE Bt'J 

EACH COMPANY AT ONE Ct)RNER liMO "HE: BN HQflS IN THE C:-~JTER" 'fHE WALK FI10M 

THE COMPAN fES TO THE B~·J HQ oAKES ABOUT ,0 f,l HJUTES <I 

3 0 F'UTURE: PLANS: THE SOURCe: WAS NO'" K"'OW'LEflGEABLE (> 

4 STRENGTIif HE 8TH p,t-) HAS fJ, STREt.!CTH or ABou'r 160 ~.~E~!o rACH 

COMPANY HAS ABour 3'5 ~~EN AND THE HO SE'CTfON HAS 2; MEN., 

·50 TACTICS: 
Ao OFFENStVE: THE SOl lRCE KNEW THAT TH f COMPANIES WERE ON 

LINE F'OR TH£ ItfIliRUSH AND AT A GfV · N ~lnNAL THE COMPAN'ES WOULD MOVE 

FORWARD AND ASSUAL T " SUURCE D 10 NOT ' KNOW "rHE S' GNAl 0 SOURCE KN{':W TH/~" 

5 MORTARS WERE TO F' Pi E AT THE SAME Tr HE:. 

8" DEF"ENSIVE: THE SOURCE WA S TOLD 'ro GET IN HIS BUNKER iF" HfS 

BASE CA~~ WAS ATTACKED o 

C () IJJ t THDRAWAL ~ WHP~ TH~ A "1BUSH WA S COMPt ETEO .. THE SOURCE SA to 

THA O( HE WAS TO GROUP W l'H THE OTHERS I N HI S lJN rT AND Wli'HORAW TOGt:1liERb 

HE KNEW NOTHIN rURTHER" 

o FOP,MATIO"lS: WHF,N TH SOURCE' IJ'Jrr MOVED ANYWHERE I T WAS 

ALWAYS tN Of\iE IN . ,0lU';'Nu EACH M.~N WAS 5 ~ro 'i f..~ETERS APJlR " 

Ell SPEC IAL OPERATI0NS: THE SOlJ~CE WA S OT KNOM.EDGt'AqLE'l) 

C/} ·1 . "A,r.-,; - A i . a /l./ .I u 1 __ . - ,.//7 1/ , L 
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60 PERSONt\ . IT r ES ~ 2 079TH rNF'H..Tj:lATlON GROUP 

.... 
DANG~ Cf)MMlNDrNG OF'F I CER blH COMP~~Y , 2079TH GQOUp 

LO: 3RD P .l lDR9 4TH COp 20'19TH GR OUP 

NHI: ;RD SQD lORv ;RO PLT g 4TH COt.' 2or9TH m~ou 
v 

THUdNG: 3RD Ptf SGT 1J 4TH COg 20"r9TH GROUP 

PERSONAl f"fl ES FROM THE 8TH BN 1) l'f 2TH HEGT v 1sT N!A Dr v 

PHACH; COMMANDt NG OFFICER 

KH ANHg EXECUT1 VE OFFtCER 

TRUNG 1 POL~T'CAl O~t 'CER 

DUo ASST POLtTICAl OFrf CER 
A 

OAU: TRl\NSPORTA n ON PLT LDR HQ SECT ION 

... 
PHUONGg TRA!'JS PORTATfON Plr SGr, HQ SECTION 

70 OTIiER BASE CAMPS: THE SOURCE WAS NOT KNOWlEDGEABlEo 

80 HIDING PLACES AND CACHES: THE SOURCE KNOWS OF TWO CACHES g 

ONE OF R ICE AND ONE or FOOD 0 80TH ARE' LOf'ATED TO THE' WEST or THE 8TH 

aN BASE r.A7,.~ P ~ TH E H ~ CE CACHE BE' N({ A80UT j\ N 8 ~VllJR WALl( AND THE 1='000 

CACHE BEiNG fmoU r A 9 HOlH~ VN\UC BOTH ARE tOeAT . .' ON THE SM}.E TP. !Hli 

AND At E 'N 11-1£ ..JU7'JGLE <, ~WEI "'EC' KN O\fIS or NO OTHER tf.i;CHE S t TES" 

91.'> LO CH srtCS; R!Cr 's PROC iRED FR OM i -IE ABOVE MEN1'IONED CACHE' 

ONCE EVERY 'fIEE tL Dl~fED ;-:- i~~H Li EGGS" ;,Hit T,o AII[ SAUCE ARE P,OCURED VERY 

nJO WEEKv ", . HE 1'RANSPORiATlON PlT OF f-IQ SF:Cl" I .N CONSISTING OF 12 MEN ,~'; 

RESPONSIB E FOB P OC RINGTHF. FOOO e EACH CARRY I G ABOU T 20 _ FrERS AP rc .... ., 
THE SOURCE KNOWS NOTH I t-JG ABoOr AMMUN IT ION RESIJPPLY 0 

'1 0" I'W!~MAL DA flY ACT. , I T ES~ 

o~oo GEi UP 
o 00 EA'r BRF.AI{FAST 
063°=4200 R TURN "0 BUNKER AND Ft 5T 
1200 EA T n NN£R 
'i 230.1700 RETURN TO BUNK A ANn ~ES'" 
1700 EAT SUPPER 
7;0 ... 0,00 RETURN 0 £ BU~JKER At.JO REST un O~ 

THE NEXT O~.Y~ ACT ViTIES 
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'U 0 COMBAT EFF'EeT' it u::SS: 
Ao LOSSES: THIS WA t ' '1 HE Fl nST AC IvtTY ABA,r~ST A I E~EMV :Hf: 

SOURCES UNIT HAD BEEN INo HE K rw OF NO O~~ER OSSE b 

8., REPLACEME't'JTS;: THE" sou t'lCF. WAS THE . AST ,REPlArEf . fir. t'HE 

ant BN HAD RECE ' VED p HE A RR , VEP t 1\\ THE ~RD Or JUf,JE.' ,J 

C., MORALE THE SOURCE' SAID ~n'L~'f THE ~AORAlE or hiS lhl tT WAS 

lOW BECA USE THf.Y THOLIGHT THAT 'THE U ,,$ 0 FORCES . "JERE TO SYRONG AND "rrtA or 
~ 

THEY coULD NOT POSS I BL Y SU(~4'j::' E iN THt AMBUSH ., 

On PER CENT OF NVA IN TIiE UNI'f,: ';!OO~ 

120 EQUtPMEN g 
Ao WtAPONS~ -"HE 8TH 8N HAD "3 )( 82MM MOf~rARS (70 ROU, D,~ TO"fl\L 

4 X 840"s (20 ROU1DS TOTAL} t· 4)( 940 05 (20 ROUNDS TOTAL )~ 4 X K ... 54 
PfSTOlS (NlJIVIBER OF ROUNOS UNK)!l P,ND THE MAJORr OF' THE SOt-DIERS I~ARR :D 

AK'S (1 20 ROUNDS EACH) o THE RE.S T OF THE: SOLOtE S CARR'EO CKC'l~ " THE 

SOURCE DID NOT KNOW THE £XA C"T NUMBEfl or RIFL!: u 

8 0 COMMUNICATiONS : -.ACH COMPANY HAD ONE F-~fEtD PHO"~E C")NtJ :C TED 

TO UN HQ 'S 0 ALL OTH ER cOr~"JUN ~ CP,T " ON WAS 1)ON£ OY RUf\lNEA!j 

Co TRANSPORT,~\TION: TP,ANSPORTft. rIOt~ ~IA S BY r-OOT ON ' " 

ONCE • N EARLY AUO II ART OLLE RY Ll~NOE:(,), ABOUT ;00 ME"rF R FQm,R H '8 B;\ S "~ .AMP ~ 

TH.IS WAS 11-1£ ONLY EX"E'R IE'N .. E 'THE SOliRcr HAD WfTH ARr ' llEIiYo 

14" EF'F CT O~ PSYOPS ; THE SOURCE SA 10 THAT HE HAD HEARO 8 OAD 

CASTS AND READ li:.Aft.ETS " IE SA to i'HAT HE THOUGHT ,HEY WE'RE PROOABl Y 

TRUE ANOWA' CONSIDER I NG THE CH'EU HOI PR()GRAMS) SUT WAS CAPTURED BrF'ORE 

HE HAD A CHANCE MAK EC S ON o 

Do OTtlER UN TS: THE SOURCE WI.S NOT KNJl\1..EDGEAfll£ 0 

111) (C) 'Ni£RROGA 10RS COMMENTS: 
D PROBABLE VAl. J O t1'y ~ ON NUMEROUt OCCASrOfoJS TH E SOURCES STORY 

WAS NOT CONSISTENT)) AND.REQUI RED Rf.fNTEAROGATJON o UPON COMPLET 0' OF' 

THE 'NYERROGATION~ IT WAS RElfEVED THAT rHE' SOJ.lfH':£ WAS TELLING nlE' TRUftl« 

~L Ecot\~MfNDAr'ONS ON rURTIER fNT~RR\.JG,o.' ;ONS ! rr. as NO 

RECOMMENDED l'HA" • H , SOURCE 8" f. URTHER H4TEHROGA,:::: < HE DOES JOi PPE R 

TO BE VERY KNO\vt. £(IOEABl.E ~ C' C)/f;/ /:-/ c)E ~/.I/I A 
... -
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21 AUG 69 
.} I ,'JRMA'-;ON GA i NED ~ 

fJ PA ACTliV §TrES'~ THe: SUB EC WM3 DRAFTED INTO THE NVA aN JUl 670 
{ , 

AS C CNEO TO BASile TRAG t ,d' G [M I tn ON' 349 lOOATEO iN THAY NGU·fEN' 

{ IA g rNG (P'D NVN c· W3 H "1 ~ ·s clATT .'1 DON THESUBv'ECT RECE'VED 

T MON OF GENERAL COMBAT' 'tRAIN i NG "NCLUDiNG PRACTICE WITH ni£ 

f\D THE RBO taGt·"- ~ACH H .GUN , THE BATTALION RESTED FOR A 

p . NIONTHS Af:"Tl;>! C MJlETql\l Jf TH TRA H'HNG AND IN DEC 67 

Bf U . " RAlHON GRO UP' :? .. CONill. NOE' BY SENCOR CAPTAiN" BANG wiTH 

A NGT! : OVER S n x HUN!) Et IVr !) THE cnoup STARTED SOU11-I ON '4 DEC 61 ~ 

T. ~ NG ' , t HtElY BY rOOT, TH : MO -0 " '.' OlJGH 'rHE r-OlLOwgNG PROViNCES 

0 , 1·< 1-1 HONG,9 HlU DUON ',. fV G '" :N-. ·'A M ;'!\a N§NH fHMil;! THANH HOA" 

~ .lff) h • U f.if t, QUANG 0 N!-' IL.J\J V ,../t-4 L S ~"1 n 

IN OR 'nOUf\'O '10 FtH ·8 f I W GFtOIJ.F C! .08SEO THE TRUNa SON ~WrA iNS' 

AOS , PROCEE:D£D SOU'iH" Cr\ ~it OD i'i~ DU,dNG THUS iNf.»BlTRAT~ON 

ll'iDRl '~EN SECArvE S eeK 'd I Ml\LI R & .,f\[) W£R£ LEFT AT A 10 STAT IONS 

EVEI' :N DESERTED.:. 

1i.J 1 ' ' , 680 THE GROUfJ .I~ _ le VED i\ "r !(·9 REPL~,CEMENr STATION LOCATED 

HOD·· PPROXUMATELY 0 ;r J~ { '1 S ~IA~. FROM THE TAY NHNH (P)...oA~OD~AI"I 

B 

W II-I t A );· AND VIAS TA~(EN " () ,("" 0 A .SO t(l- I)WN i\S K=5 0 HOSP S TAL LOCATEO 

II n vs :; FROM t<=9 v TP t ) •. JEC'f ~~ ::~iER SAW Has HNrrl'fRATWN GROUP' 

A BUT { • AD THAT ST HAD 8 LN ASS~GNED TO THE' 9TH NVA O~V8saONo 

l' :8JE . EMA BNEO r-lo,J h , ... ( - V)8 , n 'l~ :' .. Uf\r l'1~ U\ of: r-"E6 69 AND WAS • f>.rr H::l'J, 

r 
o 
B 

IRE ME THAT HE WI S ~ i\J .,. E . SP ~ 1/\ ... ,A r WAS NEVER ASS i G~O ANY 

• a HOSP i TAL co ,", il I·E 1 t;:' A OVE GROll au IlO 9NGS CONSTRUCTED 

FOOD WAS PURr / 1 1 0 i N NEt'.!' lV CA \.1BODIA'N VillAGES (NAMES' 

HEN , SUBJECT LEo T lHE rt)SPi'fA' ~!, II fEB 69'" THER£ WER£ APPROXIUATf= 

c: E T, 'jANO PAT!Ei~rS Hi\! ~r!! Al O~:;.> i,t.M N'VA THAT HAD BECOAE SICK 

D 

C 

. H , RArcON" THE H .I 'F i· . L }no P .1'At Or ABOUT THREE HUNDRED 

! ... sua JECI .. AS R::lEASE:O FROM nos HOSPITAL 

Y. RT ' '. -HER PA'nEN"fS'u' f',j ' OR UP '1 1\. SENY TO K=;O "COLLECTING AND 

c IIG 

"N H, HE F"UNCTOOi'J o H f EASE 

f\ t .. , 
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I'H _ ~ HOSP ~ or A S' ANI) ISJ GN D NG ntlJI TO UN I T8 V N SVNo THERE. WERE 

:t.y S UX HUNDRED SlJOH ERS Nt) AT THE TAT ION WHE: TH' StJBJECl 

iE n.\vro ·il-IER··~ t ,'l~ 0 E WEEK;. THEN ON OR AROUN 'j' MAR 69fJ Ttl · 

It) hPPR XlM rELY OOt' I1lJNDR D Nit.. J WEHE SEtECTED F'OR A ... SIGN il::N' 

N It {)IV~S UONo ,r~ VlE:RE TAf<£N TO TRAINiNG CAMF MAI N AI NED 

ERt " 'J£_ ASSIGNeD 10 1'l1~ 1ST NVA DilV'US§ ON MUST PROCESS THROUru- THi" 

~l ( \MP WAS LOeA"rEO 

~' lHE ,, ) S1A T' ~(\N I NO 'on:: C)UB IE .... T HitS HEARD A CADRE" SAY THAT Ft 

.Y I H'}UR~S WALK f ROM tE AY NH (p) = CAMBOD~AN BORDER" WH EN 

j '_t:F T TH is CAMt!t (.IN 2° MM 69 1) '1 CCNTA RNEO OVER F rYE HUNORED 

" 10 f. H\ TRASt\HNG" THE r IBdEl..1 Wfi.S GJVEN ONE MONnl TRA 8N UNG HE'RE 

~ f 10 W PRACT 9CE 'N ,n": (''iE 8ui~.OtJ Fkl~l' AND PRACT!CE ATIACKS O~ 

ST<; .J; AMBUSHES or CO°!'F,,~y~ v 'HER' , WERE It.so 'POI. uTiCAl l ECTURF.S 

DE ' Jf': G TH t' ONf ftm h OF Tr~ HI f: G" 

Of\J " R 69 ;) THE Sur-h.lE",r, .ND r~ r·t" ·/,-,>yWO MEN WERE' AstHGNr.O TO lHE 

~ .I!TiJ ~(' ~1 10 E.dMF.:·N'}" hNfl Wf.:r.E Lr[J BY l'K~1E£ (::X)MM(Jot..~~At;SON· N 

( , 

J I! t'I ,~ .ION BAS ECA ~IP Ot\,: t Ii ,tH't')! IN" c. F f~ 69 toe,~.TtD n,! Tr.E t OG N~ 

Tt' '{hE 511BJEc c!"'J 0 

TI1~ ,; BATTAl ION GP£N " IHE ~ E;' () ... ROM i! A THROUGH " M~ 69 

DN(, .I!t REST ~NG ur'~ llf ~s [1J\t'ECAlviFr: 

C~ 1 ~J 'f 9t> H·. 9TH n~~R . NE.'() WU1·~ TH_ 8 H BATTAlU OfV- PARTIC UFAT 

... ~K ON A TAnCE1 KNOW ,0 TH - S ft34ECl ON 'If ASrHE " SA CH VEM 

• IE SUSJEG1 OT 0"( PAfri CiPAT£ ON TH;S A;r'TAOK BECAUSE ~ 

\ . U ~ l('K AND COU NO ~· I.! EoCFU' E Th. RESUi.:rs O~ THE M9SS' OfJ" 

p,· .. ·r ""iE MISSH(JN ~ l'Ft: ~nH BAT 'At (IN MOVEO TO THE' KATUM AP.E~ AI'11 

p~, :~ BASE CAMP \ 'f~ ~ '~D ' S '(It) n a r. W I I) TH:Y RES TED f. N TtU S C MP 

• ,FI 'H ill' \TEl Y T '0 WEEKS n 

MA • 691> THE A'-' L. ON . ', OU . Vl8TH n-IE MnSSfiON Of A~fn;SH' G 

. ~ r .. GHWAY 1;50 TFE :5:I'B.J, 'T~ ~, ' r I ~ S OKS) \VA ~ Lr::~"r BEHHtI'J 1' '' 

1 ~ :. ONA T 0 1(,,-,7'. 

~iM , i HE SUBJECT l.A E. :'l £AR 

I ,J ',. , . '" 

~ ) 1 \ 



C'_,<) ,' \ F , D \:.~ N 1- \ F\ L; 
Kh ." {) BOE UPW IV 2' AUG 69 

BI iO JNDUCYED AN J\MBUS~ ON on AROUND 7 JWt 691'. THE BATTAL ION THEN 

H I I 'J rt:r- erNI TY OF THE MJI:1USt-i S l ore- AND CONDUCTED A- SECOf\D AMBUSH 

L/f ~ N . I ,~ SAME MON11i (UA TE UNKNOWN) ., THE UNIT RETURNE·:D TO THE KATUM 

BI ~" 28 JUN 69 A~tO REMA i NE]) THtr-~E 1'HROUeHour THE MONTH OF' JUl, 69 

Tf~ NG I· I ~EST gNGo 

iJkCT WAS RETURNED TO H is UN ~ T ON ""7 .. hJl 69' AT WH OCH TI ME" 

K", '::P' ·" VIAS TREAT HJG APPROXOMA TElV rwo HUNDRED PATIENTS' WITH 

AP V FIFTY DOCTORSf) I,At; .. O ~ CS i-\NO CADRto 

J 7' 'JG 69/1 THE 9"11-\ BATTM •. !'ON MOVED OUI TO CONDuc'r ANOTHER AMBUSH 

Of\' <iWA ~ 1 3' .. THE BAl"rAL~ON RECON F>t. AYOON HAD ALREADY SElE(~TEO AN 

AM I .. , s e" ON THE V'CHHTY 0 1'-' ra~.lt¥ c ... "f 76' 682) A~D ALSO A lOCATDON 

FCh EM", ,tt.. v BASECAMP APPF;O XL " PTElY f'Otm !-tOURIIS WALK SOUTHWEST Of THE 

Afti' ' P ";. ;:.XACT lOCA T VON \'liM, liNKI OWN 10 THE SUBJECT., 

. ,cn A ~ RES OF' THE. 9TH AJ1 :n~l anN \fHTH THE EXCEPT'ON OF" THE: SUBJE'Ci~S 

COr~ 'to ,; ~1 J ARRIVED AT (HZ tiM3EC"MP LOC".TiON ON 1" AUG 690 THE SUBJEC~JlS 

CO : . I f H. BCEN HiT BY A 3=;2 'TfHK ON M"'PROX6MATEl Y O~700 HOURS :'iUG 690 

NO . ! H ',' ~p iN IES Of' Tnt: BA l ~f\. ~ ON W RE fH T BY 'Ilns SYR tKE 0 THE SUB·J£C'('J S 

CO · AI '( S E[ ~EOrnREE K~A ~ S MD TH RE .. VIP · ~S AS A' ftESUlT m: 1"H£ STRiXE' 

AN ,' , !: ~ 1Y'; . il.SE SCATTERED eN :~Lt Dt ~EGT ONS o gT TOOK 1'HE COMPANY TWO 

DA .) R , SHJ.8LE' 2"PS iViE6' o C~~J1Jl ARHfVE~ AT THE" BASECAMP ON THE NiGHT 

OF ~ ';\ \')G ' 0 THE CAMP WAS srr i l iN -n'IE f.>ROCESS OF' CONSTRUCTION o THE 

SA ON IlW HAD A ST'RENGTH or j\fJPr'W <" IMA j~t::lY 'THREE HUNDPEO MENo 

>J Tl i\1 ; GHT OF 'i 3 AUG 69£1 TwO HUNDHt.O MEN MOVED OUT 1'1\0 TOOK UP 

AM' I po .... ~ , UONSo W£ DTHER QU. UNQI'ED M£Ner MEMBERS o .. ~ HEADQUARTERS 

COl A!I1f. N WHO HAD 8ECOM2 H' OUR i NG THE MARCH It WERE LEFT AT THE' 

SA, G if' ~.' ~F. THEY CONTa ~ruED TO ~,! G £lUNKEHS'o THE AMBUSH ElEMENT CONS OSTED 

OF' l 0. . M IES3 C"'.099 C='lll.)v C 4i '\, AND (; ,,"4! 2 WI~ni THE rOLlOlfflNG MISS gONS~ 

Cd '1 0 · r BLOCKING Elr:.Mr~ N'i' /~ ·. g~GI~El) "ro DESTROV lltE LEAD VEHlct£;J THUS 

BL 1(; • F ORWA'RD PROGRESS ' " TI-{E .OrN')Y 0 

cc:::i A, Jt T El EMENT" P. SS e G , :D TO TT~GK THE M fODLE or: THE CONVOY) 

C<= ' 1 R~ , f I~OCK ~NG ELEMENT;!) 

cc:o! I At ~ t RCRAFT ElE~AENr" i . L~O I~SS 5 GI~£ TO MORTAR 

••. ,\ I - . \ 

• , ", ~ ', J .... ~ 
. " ~ .. ",... N ~ ,~ . . 
\. . \ .. ~.... \ ("' ''/ t , .' r\ 



• Reproduced at the NaliQnal ArChIves 

• 
T' o~ r .T BOt UPW /51 

1: .• 0 J, .N H~S T()O UP. POS n !l ON tJ.8 ILLOWS ~ 0<=>9 f) Oo=lt 0 p AND C ~. 

W 'l'r ~ t '0 lIN THAT OHDt: F'P'OM NOfrfH' SOUltt ~)" F' e • HUNDRED METER 

, L.: E .CH COMPAW( WAS J PI)[-'OX Y!'Vl TEl V F ~ VE HUNORE(} METERS' W£S OJ: 

T! • 04iJ ~ (},1f~ WAS SPl~r:~IIJ our tft , ~_ONG taU Nt. APPROXgMAi~,Y iWO' HUND f~tl) 

M ~(f' THE Ol1lJtfa11t? l:OMI'A n:.s () THr SA AtJON COMMAftJO POS· WAS 

E\}\ RO)(8MAT£JV THf RTY M.lNiJ1t Wp,'.If smfrHW~S·. · or THE SOU1HE'R lAos'r 

nfl~ SUB fEtT .i t3.:.EN l"OlO 'THA r COMMUN & CPI T Wf\j WOU LD ~u: 

, B sn' . BY l A jl r. M:;' reF.: ~l- PI' ONF. -l RUNN i NG f'HOM "(HE' SA TTAl G ON 

C ND ." r 'ro EACH OF THE COMi:JANV COI IMA '\Jt). :POSTS ~ HE NEVEJt SAW' TH:Sff 

ALlr .. WERe: eN MI.BUSI1 'JO, liT II ONS BY l'HE: DAWN Or ~~ .4 AUG 69.: . 

. S', ',Of '\ H us UNP' HAD 0 Ki J wl..EDJE OF TIlE CONVOY S ,HfOtfLE$' AND 'HAS 

S V I i IJ , ~G FOR "rHE ,: n RS , 8 a" 00 oY n-l~. T ~ M.fiE ALONG 0 "fHE' , f) C t) 

A 

T 

~I n·r ... • ... ,. "01 CO' lf 0 U'\T 'I ' ' f- (' 'I ~E~ I"U r ~1 ::.' !! ~f '" l'I:i..!r\f'<;'i'~ MC"fl'·';r., ~, ;:;T'O"1 ........ ,~ ~ _: ."i . 'n \, t V~ ... ~IJ . , • • J.,. .:> , \ J r.t .• I u V .. tVl"'tl.,.J;1t.~. r_ r:.r1:oIat 'I- r\; i\,r , .-,t:.. 

R' 'lU~ E 1"HERF. WAS EF'r t i, Ii L£ (" V :: ~IC M-Tt:F\ n'iE FHHNG cr ' HE ; ~ RSr 

B AND ·k ROUNOSv -nrc 'IH ~'W ~ ~ 0RV: ~R/ )j\~MPf\N~ £S BEGt;N RtJNt'nNG "OWAt f.) 

w. 
.., 

T 

c 

, uN'Vt) 

E) 

0 II 

nr.:. 
Mal · 

T G[l' GI (j l:'ER T(: 'f!'.:£ n 'fl .· Gr-;-s .., THS SUO} (t· ,) WHO HAD I~L REA r."l 

I I~ tlll Y bRAN FORWJH-\D .\ F'PRO" / M Yt- _ Y 'l'WO HUNDRED ME: 'ERS ., n-IEN 

HOLE: M"D Hf l') l\'4", ~ ( HfiS U n W ~THDREW" HE 0'0 NOT SEE 

W THDREW AUT 'I'HEY h .\O BEEN '0 D BEFORE nu£ ATTACK i'O RE= 

~f TIlE NEW BAS ECArii - <.'f 

'> 880NS3 
'1). ?", USg FOR TH~ ;:; AMm: )Hy THE SUfhJECr WAS AN .~MMUN iT FON 8EARE 

'fHRi2, M t.N B=4<.J cell 0 H!-· .,1/l.:tR Ott> roun s.J.,i.O ~OUND5 AND ON£' At<~ '7 0 

:. U.Je TfI g THE SUf.J£ ~ IS COW.::tANI .OMMANOER HAD ANNOUNCED n~ T 

~ ... ' IF lH H S foA liSt I W: YO COMPI.. '!11. Y DES TRott ~' U S CONVOY 0 

"~f1 C~b'1 0/,1 AN. -;d.!i -= Of\l! R Clt!lEFW COMPANY "" C<··1'2 c', AND 

R rERS CtJMf1AN1 <.' 'fHl:' r fI.[f f; ' 'p,y J;ND ART ultERv 



( l I ' '-
flOE UP'll /61 

r( ONS AND EAnH ?LArroor HAS THRE€ ~U OS" THE HEAOQUARTEH 

I ,ECON Pt I~ Of.odD I 8 ~ GNAt r:t ATOON AND 1f R ANSPOR ~"'" 

2~ lIS, OS rnON~ nil:. 8 ~\ Sc CAMP 'IEAFi THf: AM8USH :S ~ 'f WAS lOCr ED APPh 

APF MAl t 'OUR HOUFPS W/lK ~OUTHW .s'r f.l- HE AMBUSH S ~T£o 'nfr SUBJ£C 

COL or 'c. &BE lHf t OOA'nOrl .Ao~r I' FtE ;~ S f:l,{ o 

1£';'( WAS TOlO BU FRiENDS N H~S UNur rHA'f 'n{t;: KA TUM BASECA MP 

O' Af ,'AL eoN WAS ~ OCA YEf) APPRO ~MA 'TEL V TVIEt .vrr HOUR I)S WALK 

SOU TIE KAruM OltTPOS iY... ~'E trillS r t tl " HAT nH~ l S ~. LARGE" 

co . ) ,', .R IN 8ASECP,MIJ'I' wn 1-: /I, STRE"" < , "If' ~\IO REG UMENrs o THE MEN 

'N JNII" i£; ~EVE THAT Tl-It: Out':,4S WN '~ Ar. 'fBlL.lERY f'KRE THEY RECE!VE" 

coM 10M ' H ; i 8ASECAMtO ,c> H fI S L ' Ii l1L T-IE SUB~jE'Cl' KNOWS ABOUT THE' 

.t 00 "HL 9TH BA7rA!l. HQ ,' BJ HS'CAM 0 THE' CAMP CONS ~STS' OF' riVE 

,~i:P I ~ B', C, MPS 9 FOUR /"* 01 l HE r UR ·~OMa~·f COMI=>ANBt::S g AND ONE FOR 11 E" 

EAt , { rEI i AI ID HEADQUARTER ~s (' 1/J1F'AN'1j' " 'tHESE BASEGAMPS ARE ARRANG~O 

'GH RCl.E weTH F'U tfTtEN T(l rOgT ',~ YlI£ MUNUTES WAL/<UNG DUSl'ANGE 

CA 

HRf N ( lJ,( r"No THE BUNKf:. RS Ar-f:: l1 JG t ORTlwaEt) wrfH .', HOO F' THt Cf«JE~H1 

OF '!. ( , J. , D A HAl~' M; 'fERS 

~nuLf I' N . GOST WUAij( G Y , AO fie 'J(: ~ N , ~ I Nt. "' kf:~~A C N ~ N n-fE" AMFHJSH ARE,:t 

I- )R lX 3I. I:J,.l ONE. MO hl111 ; 11m L' NJ r. " Ai" ;~E As ·t ONE MORE CONVOY A\~8LJS,i" 

COR i/o .. If. S 

TE 'G S I,.l t ED AGT V ' TV' MJ DE 'H US U( I QSS nal 0 AFiER TH 68 MONTH THE 

1 HE ~ . l/T" j Q( HAD A STni=:flG"!'H U' MOR r 'f HiN THREE HUto..lDq f D" or- YI-HISf: ! 
! -;.~: (!i<>' Ii . 

'E if H:<' AND IN ,RE ~~b'ID ~: Ii. 1<""." OOStJ ' TAL = ~o Of\![ WAS lE~' tn' l'P.E 

8;· "~.viP o APPRO){ ',MATE·, " 'IHREt H JI\IP P.ED Mf:N ~<tO "!EO DOWN "0 THE 

• i 1,', , \~ ~ f 



, 
• ... 4 4 ........ 1.-. 

I' .... .".1 _, 

~RO BOE IP l7l 21 Aue 69 
)0 TACTgCS~ 

~o- Or:F'ENS~VE:; 'T'Ht: SUBJ~CT STATED TH AT lHf-: l ACTH!S U5Eu SN 

I AM~ 18k ARE W~ED n N Al(l :\M8UStWS CCNDUCTE .. 8 ' H gS tl"," At UONQ f:¥ R 

001' . S SE<!l" omF TF N 'ro ~q :T~r.f. D.~ \'$ Q N AD'll ANuE OF" THE A Tr ACK DoC! Y 

I n, M:; SS WON or',' Sf_ r:' C:fn N' , N .~MBUSH S g TE l} A iN,.. 8V A 'n ON ROUTE, AND 

~ N f (, r B 0 VOUAt: f.\f,r.;\S Ai .lNt: ';Ht: Rot.rrr.- '. :> l'l--![S":: US UALLY CONS » ST OF OLD 

ASECAMPS o .1£ RA "f AL 60.,t MO VfS' OUT AS SOON AS rHE RECON 

00 rORMl, l'n ONS z wt-: UU~ T)-lE 9iri BATTM .. UON is MA~CHnNG9 AN eNlER",. 

' . Ot 'tURTY MIi NU'fES .WAUO;ljG rns AI'K; r:.: ~s OBSERVED BETWEEN COMPA""ESc;> 

J C( I. 'nw AND ONE ro Y\\tO .iE · EFlS J N DENSE:. QOl\lGL.E 0 Ml:'MBERS OF 'fHf: 

,'Al :(J I ') •• RECON pr", Ar00t'~lj f'; MH . ! ' A ~ w ~n i THE' ROV',"E", ARE' wrn{ E' rw·f 

v ~ j~i )YEN 

9TI ~ BAr r AL ~ ON (~MMAI\tle:R 

. ~i BAT AL60N EXECUTUVE OFFBCER 

-TH BA ),TAl BON CH REF or- STAt'lb" 

Sf Pl, CON LEADER 

- ~ 

--_ . ,.... . 



(~ '~) ". .. -- o 
_ M NO : 3RO SDE ~PW 

_ VAt ' ill 

r1l'fENQ Y£7 T~EN 

. u; NG 

U( !G 

18l 

2ND Pl A··TO N LE ADER 

2.NU PlA 'rOON pot D T U CAU . r 9 CER 

RD P ArO N LEADER 

3Rt) AuSffS YAN1" PLATOON ~EADER 

, Reproduced at !he NaIionaI ArdWes 

., () OTHEJl SASEOAMP g THE StJBJ~ ~ , WAS NOr KI\l()W'L Ef) GF.I~BtE 

80 HU06 NG ARE. S ANO t~ACHESo THE SUBJECr WAS NOT KNOWibEDG£fiB c 

90 ILOGgSnTH;S ~ ON TI{t! i<Jt. 'fUM AR~~I V r OOD WAS P~CKE:O UP "'1 A. SiJ}'Pt'lf 

n \Jl' to :ATED ONE HOlJH u::; WAL.{ w:s~ OF 'THE C<>~1'l: COMPAN'V BASECJH,~v nHS 
,fltf 1M It. i.OCAT IIOr.J ~ N THE,WNGlf. TO Wi-HCH Ii REAR SE'RVUCE urHr (Of:SUGN= 

, HON U KNOWN) BROUGHT FOOD SUPPl.~ £Sv C~'Ut1 CQPJPANY SENT TEAflJi..Co1 0 (: ru ',' . 

• ~ 3U X' rvl .N TO TH2S ~ Oa/?;TH 01'~ 'l'WU OE: ... ~ Wr-:EK AND ri-iEV USUALLY 8AOUGtrf RACK 

I -Ie HuttJIJ EO K ijLO ~ S 0 r.OOD!J ~,~(JS n Y R U CE <) 

!Lffi"~~ rHE 9TH BATi AL UON t El· -( nus qASECAMf (F'J ., AUG 69& F:ACK M."fIl 

\1 ~ Ell ·EN t n TRES OF K aCt!:" 'f 9 S W,AS n\HENDED (,0 LAS'I( F'OR F" v j':'n:.. ~ J. DA , ,,~. " 

• :LI ')'. l' 
. " I'" j) 

t ILl~ OT UP AT 0600 'lOURS, ,"" AD ME:AlL A'i' 0630,9 1100 ANO 1 7~O HOURS 

;: WEf " TO BED Ar 1~tK1 HOURS " "H~: 'Y HAD RA YNU NG EXf:RGijS£S AUJ.Osr 

, v D. 11 usw~o l Y FROM 0700 'TO l' 000 HOURS AI\I() ~ROM 1400 TO ~ 700 HOUR' <: 

: .. R, a .UNO .ONsnSTEu If. R 'U UNG Of{ "Y- ACKS ON cor"N VS AND OU1POSi' 

,f) TI I HNG WAS CONOlIC·re:O ~N 1HE 1#1MEDIATE VP. HNU"N OF THE BIiSElJAMP" 

~ ' ; I) COMB : r E~ FE ;n VEN£S ~ 
(, l OSSc.S:! S~ N("': ~M tY AP S9 VII·IEN 'nofr Slf8.JECT OiNeO 11- .. 9Tr, 

• 'AliO 'II i.OSSES HI'V'E n 'EN /' 8 f!'OLLOWS~ TwtNT ,' iiPti,l I'= f : ry WI1A v l EN 

'J- 'UR,"O TWO RAllDEDbl AND "fH ORTY WERE HOSf'8TAlU~EO V10ST OF "n-lESE 

I ~ l s r · ~t1RRED H'J MA'f {,NO J N 69 ', N THE ATrA ... K ON HE Bit Ct~ 8 EM OUTPOST 

: ,.,M;.J:} tiES ON HOGHWh't 1 30 7HE "(\'/0 H,'U .. 9ERS DESERTED UN tAT APR OR 

.~ , 'l; . WH BlE THE BA1'T ,lJ,l RO~l WA S I' N 



(J t·: fDt..K ·T\~\ 
I I g ~RD 6DE U PW i~1 

3 0 REPLACEMEN"!·S~ SINCE' 1HE SUBJECT WAS ~'S S'GNE[) YO HSS lIN~T ." TH~ 

EA' r f .D ON H"S RECE~V(D REP[ ACE NTS FOUR 'nM£S~ hN MSO.,MAY ,'H( UNG l 

HIF D PNENTY MEN" ~A t.V JU~ )9 l HE: liN 1 T RECE 8VED F D TEEN END 

I 69 H': NI T RECE BVED TWE i'{e'>THR E MEN ANt) ON OR J\ROUND 8 JUl~ 6'" TH' 

E ff Ij YEO $£Vf.Nl EE:N MEN () 

]0 MORA~ £:: g MORAL E' W!)$ , OW WHEN A COMBAr Mass not'l WAS ~MM UNE'rfii p 

.. BETTER DUfHN\, TH[ PERO Ot) \l WHt:N iHE' UNH' rHD ;'JOTfH NG U~lo f( ESY 

RA I ' ' ," gN KATUM BA SECAtv1P roon WAS USUAl l'{ PLE:.NT ur-vt AM) 1"H£RE WERE. 

, Afrn , .. ERY OR AnR SrR n(E.'S ~ 

'"') <> PERCENT Of NV P. R lY 'J}·IF. 1\11'L HE Ui' Hi C"ONS!l S'fEn or 1J . NVIii.., 

~( ,2 f.I :~QIJ I PM£Nf g 
~ o WEAPONS: u,,,,,f!jJ GOMPJiJ JY > ~AS AflM£D WV H 1ltE FOLLOWiNG WEAPONS ~ 

.. J( 8 ·.,..,~ '/I BTH sax AOU', )S !> n tREE } a !rO (} S waTH snx ROUNDS FOR EACH 

}REE X R80 l n GH ~ MA to H NEG J.~S W R TH APPROX 8 MA r Et. y r ~ VE HUf'.!'DRE1) 

),:- , . \ ~ACH WEt\PON" ONE'. )( 60~,.i I mRl A WY TH n·n PolY ROUNDS v AND T\vEi1ff,;' c, 

t A' 7 ~ s Wij TI-I TWO H ~.JNon [' o->t aFT ( f~ )u~s ~OR EACH WE APONo 

"J >~ ~ntl EFt COfiJiP~N'~t \'0.,;;; ARrl,~E: :: '''I TH THFiEE )( 82~!. MOR'fARS W3 TH 

'f{ '0,) r OR EACH ~,r.o R TJ,A p J~f\JD ' 1\'0 HE>,\VY MACtONEGU, s WnH fo.P P~()~ ~ MATt:~,~ 

'"i1O NO HOUNDS FOR EACN '1 A?CN" <11'1 ;. SU8\'.i£CT w.~s ?",()T rUR'rHER KNOW= 

;~I' It:AJ'JONS O~ 0<:->9 ,' NO G' '''~ IJ COho! l~ HES ARt:: S fiMH t AH 1'0 THOSE F C=-f'1J' Il 

:· ~A~ . , . GliHES ViEJ~ E UNI( t\~OVJ~.! TO TIE SUBJECT o 

o COMMUN GCA T l C,!\jS ~ " lE' ~HG f"J!~ - PL ATOON HAS F" UVE X lANO l UNE' 

f J PH ' ":<i (TYPE UNKNOWN ) PI iO -(Wee') Wflt RAO DO TElEPHONt W 8,"", A RANGE 

( F1 • L OMETERS 0 

iJ ; . :~F'ECT or: AnT gULEi~Y HI A iR dTfUKES~ THE KA TUM B~\SE(;AW WAS 

H :', n AN A ftR S'fR V Eo RT CI!LERV Si R BKES g SEl HEVEO TO BE COM CNG 

F . ~ t;:.J1 ': AMP NEI\R KATUM !J H ~ l' NE/IR THE: 8ASECAMP ON F'O UA OCCASS WONS: 

.~ 691) MfD JUl, 69£) ~ .. ~T£ U' , 69,1 AND 6 AUG 69 I\T APPROX 9MATEl Y 

')' Fm~ I THE 8TR 1<_ ~N MIlL" ~lUi 9 HE ' \it Tro 

W : 0 CASUAL f!1'8ES ? . rEnE 



, : \' -( ' . N --.~ , ,) ,I D t- N 
T NOS , ,0 BDF: UPW /'110l , 

.b,o [ FEeT OF ALL RED PSYOPS;; THE SUBJECT HAD SttN "Hit.: lEAf:lt:l'3 

Al : Rr HE BROADCASTS BU'r AT r: BRS i j) no NOT B~L ~ EVE 'rHflto AF11:R rwo 

MI It~" . ~-: n S UN [I T RAU~ n EO i~ N THE OC N« NH AREA v HE HEARD ft HEl I COPTER 

S' . A",'! NG THEY \rJE'RE Al BVf. MID PROSP[RgNG AND BEGJ~N TO BElBEVE: 

Th ~tr.E i iO :! PROPAGANDAo 

~ Of tR UN' TSl! TH£ ? YH Al-JC 9' H RATTALUONS or 1'HE 'lJ OH') RF.'G!MENl' 

1-\' 31\51 > ffFlS UN ','lIE KATU~<1 AR f."' f~ ", au ... <rHE SUB JECT 0 YO NOT KNOW Wt::Rt: 

Th ;f \!JEH:' HE HEARD TH /\ l' THE ffH AT fA't, YON HAD MOVEO OUT A DAY OR 

T\ E TOHF. ;-11:8 OWN BA'fT.F.lL WN w tt rH~' S gr~H~~ "R AMBUSH MGSSWN ON HQGHWiW 

1 ! r· '(HI ,Hm'f OFJ i; AUG 69D F I ~'rEEi'l M(I\"f3E'RS OF THE 8TH BnTrAL SON 

OJ " ', tm, r AS£CA~ lHAT THE 91": I SA: TAt. !JON HAD SET UP NEAR THE AfJiBl.I H 

S( (' TIlE' ~AD BEEN SE:N1' ,n,S Rt:nWORCEMENTS rOR Tl1E NEXT DAY oS AMBUSH o 

11" ~ iE'JED .' EARO NOTH 'NG Asour THE l OC~T :l0N OR PLANS OV THE 8TH BPi T 'At. DON,) 

''H£ ~ 1 ~IE CT AL SO HE:ARD 11-1 /'"r THE 7""H BA'fTAL ~Ot'"i WAS s'nu." SN rl";E !< ATtJW 

Af s;:r g s' eJfir Itl Wi\! '.EF'l\ bUT '(1-1 [.; T U T roo woutD fo!lOVE TO H ~ GHWll,'V' i, 
TG ~ USB ';ONVOY (OAr~S UNKN WhJ) ,~ 

( ~ (' 1:1' KOG 'TOR 0 S .O~iENTS : 




