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1774 MILITARY HISTORY DKTAGHM-iT
1st Infantry Division
APO 96345
AVDE«T (MHD) 29 October 196

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report: Convoy Ambushes on 12 and
14 August 1969 vic XT766457 and XT766678 (U)

Comnanding General
1st Infantyy Division

APO 96345

1, () of ration: Convoy escort and reoad security operations
along righwey 13 north of Lai Khe base canmp (XT770380) ("Operation “hunder
Run").

3, (C) Loeation: AO "Redball," A rectangulc:r aree bounded by the 77
BEW, 60 EW, 66 NS and 88 N8 grid lines, and portions of th: Song Be River.
This covers an arza approximately 10 im east and west of Route 13 from
the 1st Infantry Division's old northern boundry (60 EW .rid line) to an
a;2a 17 km north towards Quan Loi,

4o (C) Coptrol Headquarierg: Responsibility for convoy ceecurity from
Lai Khe to the 77 EW grid line was given to ©0, 3d Brigade. (0, 2-2 Inf

(Mech), was given the task of securing the road from Fire Support Dase
(FSB) Thunder III (XT772656) to the 77 grid line.

5. (C) Persons being Interviewed:

LTC HEWKLL E. VIWSON, €O, 2«2 Inf (Mech)

CPT CAR (L J. HOWARD, CO, C/2-2 Inf (Mech) (Inclosure 6)
CPT DAVID L. SMITH, CO, A/2-2 Inf (Mech) (Inclosure 7)
SGT ROBERT C. KEIL, ¢ Co, 720th MP Bn (Inclosure 8)

CPT LINN B. STARKEY, JR., Asst DTO, 1st Inf Div

6, (c) 1 2«2 Inf (Mech) (B Company); B/2=34 Armor
{=1 platoon); and A/3+16 Infantry.
7. (C) F : a. B/1=5 Arty (105), C/1=7 Arty (105), and

A/3-197th Arty (155).
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AVDB-T (MHD) 26 Octobor 1969
SUBJECTs Combat After Action Interview Report: Convey Am.ushes on 12 ¢nd
14 August 1969 vic XT7667.5 and XT766678 (U)

be Li-ht PFire Teans and Hunter-Killer Teans.

¢s Tactical Air elements directed by tihe Division Forward Air Controller,
8. (C) cnea: &. See Annex A to OPLAN 21-6¢ (Inclosure £).

b. Enemy order of battle: See In¢losure 3.

¢s Weather and terraing

(1) Weather: hot and clear without any signifiecant cloud cover on
both days.

(2) Terrain: Route 13 is a dirt road wide enough for 2 trsfiic
lenes, Condition of the road reduced the average spe«d of wheeled
convoy vehicle# to about 10 mph, The jungl: shas bsen cleared out 2004 note
ers from each aide of the road by Rome Plows., However, the cuts are
now overgrown with tall grass. Rough terrain and numerous huge tree stuuips
prevent rapid movement through these cuts by trasked wehicles, The area
beyond the cut is heavy jungle. A destroyed rallroad line generally parnle
lels Route 13 on the west (see map, Inclosure 11),

9. (C) Execution:

a, Enaxy Operationss General: On 7 Aug 69 the three battalions of
the 101D Regiment (K7, 8, & 9) left their sanctuaries inside the Cambodian
border and travel:ed south into the Republic of Vietnam, The Regiment
wouid support the NVA Autumn Offenaive schedules to begin 12 Aug 69, Their
general mission was to support NVA offensive operaztions around Quan Loi
by interdicting the Lai Khe -~ Quan Loi supply routes; their specific nise
sion ws to conduct a successful convey embush on Route 13 between Quan
Loi and lei Khe. As expected, the 101D battalions noved south to their
historical base areas (about 4=5,000 meters west of Highway 13 betueen the
68 and 75 BN grid lines), and chose to canduct their ambushes on familiar
terrain. Thus, between 12 = 14 August, that portion of Route 13 betveen
Thunder III and the 77 KW grid line beecame the foeal point of enemy cction,

)’/; b, Convoy ambush on 1. Aug 69,

(1) Operation "Thunder Run" was put into effect at 121200 dug &
and elements of the 2-2 Mech roved from Dau Tieng into A0 Redball, occupye-
ing Thunder III and outposting Highway 13 to the 77 EW grid line (Checke
point 58), Two mechanised infantry companies and one tank cogpeny (=)
were utilised to secure 11.5 km of road. C Company, 22 Inf, and the 3d
Flatoon of B/2-34 Arm were responsible for the northern section, CPT varrd!
J. Howard, €O, C Co, 2«2 Inf had positioned his headquarters and mortor cection
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sMJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report: Convoy Ambushes on 12
& 14 August 1969 vie XT766678 (U)

vie XT76,738 (the later locati.n of FSD Hertman), The tank platoon wus
positioned 600m north of this position and the 3d Platoon approximately

400 meters further north near Checkpoint 58, In the same ares there was one
troop of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment walting to zick up the north-
bound Devil Run Convoy, CPT Howard's 2d and 1st Platoons were positioned
2,000 and 3,000 meters south respectively of his HQ position (zee sketch

nap #1, Incl 10).

(2) At 1530, as the 30 vehicles of the Devil Run convoy were pass=
ing north, a culvert south of Checkpoint 58 was blown up by & c¢rnmand det-
onated mine, trapping five vehicles, Immediately the ccnvoy was taken under
fire by an estimated force of three enemy companies from the woodlines on
the east and west sides of the rozd, The maln enemy force was on the wost;
about 300-400 meters northwest of CPT Howard's HQ, hile the convoy es-
cort (MP and 1/4 Cav elements), elewents of the 11th ACR, the tamk platoon,
the 3d Platoon, C/2-2 Inf snd the HQ APCs of C Co, 2«2 Inf returned fire,
CPT Howard's other 2 platoons raced up from the south, Despite the cneny
effort to isclate the area by blowing another culvert approximately 1,000
meters south of the embush site, the 1st and 2d Platoons were able to reach
the threatensd area in about 15 minutes (epproximately 1545 - 1600).

(3) Due to the positioning of the US units, the C/2-2 Inf HQ vehicles
at the southern edge of the ambush were initially receiving friendly fire
from the 11th ACR Troop in the north, When informed of this, LTC Vinson,
2-2 Inf Battalion Commander, called the 11th ACR who immediately feve hin
operational control of the involved troop, The lane troop was then noved
closer to the ambush site to avold the neccssity of firing due south,

(4) Then with his three HQ APCs in the lead, ‘he 1st Platoon on iis
left lank, the 2d on his right flank, and the 3 x #1mm mortar AiCs in
the center, CPT Hownxrd's e'ement made & 250m NW asrault on the aroush
site, ‘hen his force was within about 50 meters of the woodline, it
halted snd then backed up 50 meters as Tac Alr and artililery were orought
on the enemy positions (approximately 1600 - 1630), At 1605 hours, Thunder
III, whose artillery was supporting the contact, was mortared without zny

appreciable damage,

(5) An 11th ACR AVLB (bridgelayer) scon moved down from the north
and replaced the blown culvert, a:lowing the rest of the co voy to con-
tinue, By 1700, mop up action had been ccmpleted and US units established
& Remain-Over-light (RON) position in the vicinity of the ambush., In the
next few days the RON became FSB hartman (XT763738) zfter bunkers and firing
positions had been built by A/2-16 and B/1-5 arty (105).

(6) There vere 2 US KIA and 8 WIA (2 KIA and 2 WIA were from the
11th ACR)s. A search of the area located 54 enemy dead, 2 PWs, a large
number of AK-47s, RPGs, und RPG rounds, a quantity of ammuniticn znd
large numbers of documenta.
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AVDB-T (iTHD) 29 October 196¢
SURJECT: Combat After Actio: Interview Report: Convoy Ambushes on 12
& 14 August 1969 vie Xi'766745 and XT766678 (V)

ce Convoy Ambush on 14 Aug 65.

(1) The events surrounding the ambush on 14 August are riore con~
fused, partly due to the varietly of units involved and the absence of re-
cordings in the 2-2 Inf Daily Journal because the Dattalion Commander was
on the ground issulng verbal orders., The following 1s a ro.gh euumary
of the events that took place.

(2) On the morning of August 14th, the Devil Run return convoy de-
parted Quan Lol and travelled south on Route 13, The convoy, consisting
of 52 vehicles, was divided into two march units of 26 vehicles each, The
armored units of the 11th ACR that escorted the two march units apparently
noved off the road at Checkpoint 58 (the 77 EW grid line), the boundary be-
tween the 1st Cav and the 1st Infantry Division., Although a tank unit
may have remained with the first march unit, several sources have under-
lined the weaknsss of the intermal escorting elements accompanying the
secord march unit, Only four machine gun jeeps of the 720th MP Battalion
provided immediate security; the command and control vehicle was a tra s-
portetion unit 1/4~ton truck equipped with a radio.

(3) ihe 2=2 Mech Inf again had the responsibility of outposting Routie
13 from Thunder III to Checkpoint 58, However, with C/2=2 involved in a
ground reconneissance operation west of the highway, the strength of the
2«2 Inf was substantially reduced., The outposted security forces under the
cozmand of CPT David L. Smith, consiated of A/2.2 Inf, a recon clement of the
1=, Cav, and 1 tenk platoon of B/2=3/ Arm, Groups of 2 and 3 armed veh~
icles were ocutposted along the road, probably at least 1,000 = 2,000 neters
apart, At the time of the attuck, CPT Suith had taken his headquarters
and 1=} Cav APCs on a sweep of the road up to the northern boundary,

(4) The first march umit oi the convoy passed through safely and
net the Devil Run (northbound) convoys at Chon Thanh, Then, at approx-
imately 1125, vie XT766678 (1.5 km north of Thunder III) the lead units
of the second march unit received a heavy volume of fire from mortars snd
direct fire from an estimated enemy battalion, The mein attacking elements
assaulted from the west side of the road, while a smaller element engaged
the convoy from the easts Apparently a substantial number of the enemy
had rioved from the woodline to an area quite close to the road under the
cover of the high grass, brush plles and stumps,

(5) Fi.e was returned by the 2 APCs of the 2d Platoon, A/2~2 Inf and
the machine gun jeeps, but the convoy was stopped by the heavy volume of
enemy fire, One tanker was hit and exploded but did mot catch fire.

Its prime mover contimued down the roade The next tanker in line was

halted by the wreckage of the first and the driver left his vehicle;
the following tanker was hit and caught fire, Anotuer tanker was also
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AVDB-T (MHD) 29 October 1949
SUBJECTs Combat After Action Interview Report: Convoy Ambushes on 12 & 14
August 1969 vic XT766745 and XI766678 (U)

halted with several flat tires. 1In addition, the communications jee; was hit by
snall erms fire with the first volley; the driver was Idlled and the vehiele was

a combat loss (see Inclosure 10, Sketch Map 2).

(6) In about 15 minutes these elements were reinforced by 2 V-l00 armored
cars and one MP jeep from the northbound convoy. At the same time, the platoon
leader of 3/A/2-2 Inf reinforced his embattled secticn with his other two APCs,
notified CPT Smith and LTC Vinson, (at Thunder III) and the S2, 2-2 Inf,who was
flying over the oomvoy. As the battalion commander drove out of Thunder III to
the ambush site, CPT Smith was assembling his other forces on the northern limit
of the ambush. Probably by 1215, US fire superiority wes achieved with direct
fire weapons while the enemy tried to extract the ambush force.

(7) There was difficulty calling in artillery fire initially. io one on
the scene had direct communications with the helicopters overhead (there were
no operational VRC-2,) and consequently time was lost in determining exactly
where the main attacking forece was. The difficulty in alearing the helicopters
fron the west side of the road presented a more serious problem. Because the
ambush was 80 close to Thunder III, the gun-target line of the artillery units
was nearly perpendicular to the road precluding the use of air and artillery on
the same side of Route 13. The time lost in moving the hslicopters to the
eastorn side was critical, The mortaring that Thunder III received zbout 1200
hours did not affect the artillery batteries there (Thunder III also reported
receiving heavy machine gun fire along with the mortar attaek),

(8) Accurate, massive artillery fire finally was brought on the enery's
wostearn position between approximately 1215 and 1300, At the same time helicopter
gunships were directed on the enemy yust of the road. The supporting fires
together with the heavy direct fire from the massing reactlon forces kept large
numbers of the enemy pinned down in the open field. In the meantime the damaged
vehieles were cleared off the road and the remainder of the convoy quickly passed.

(9) At 1300 hours, while the armored tracks of the 2d platocn and the
battalion commander continued to secure the western flank of the road, CPT Smith
assaulted the enemy's center of mass., The assault elements consisted of CPT
Smith's two coemend APCs, seven APCs of the Reconnaissance Platoon, five l-4 Cav
AFCs, and three tanks (a fourth tank with a defective main gun had been sent to
dreg the burning vehicles off the road). They moved southwest, 1,200 meters to
the center of the ensmy mass. Due to the extremely rough terrain, an: the need
to stop and fire about every fifteen minutes, the assault took 45 mimutes (see

Inclosure 10, Sketeh Map :3).

(10) At 1345 the srmored force reached what appeared to be the enemy center
and formed thempelves intoc a cirecle, Bitter fighting ensued for the next 15 - 20
mimtes resulting in severel enemy dead end one Chieu Hoi.
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SUBJECT: Combat After ‘ction Interview Report: Convoy Ambushes on 12 & 14
August 1969 vic XT7667.5 and XT766678

(11) By 1420, ¢/2-2 Inf had joined CPT Smith's force. Under the direction of
the Battalion Commander, C Company swept 500-600 meters north along the woodline,
while A Company made an identical sweep to the pouth., There was little action and the
mochaniged companies then swept back to the center. C/2-2 Inf departed the area at
about 1600 hours while elements of A Company travelled north to pick up A/2-16 Inf,
an infantry company that had been workdng from the newly congtructed Fire Support
Base Hartman. A/2-16 Inf was transported back to the ambush site and from 1700-

1830 earefully scoured the jungle area west of the woodline in hopes of picking
up enemy stragglers and equipment, But by this time the enemy had completely with-
drawn from the area.

(12) 7he enemy left 20 dead, 1 Chieu Hoi, 1 SKS rifle, 4 AK-47 rifles, 8
grenades, & RPG rounds, and 3 AK-47 magazines., There was 1 US tIA and 3 US WIA,

10. (C) Evaluation: a. ZInemy tactics: The 101D Regiment's tactics were about
the same in both ambushes. At least three companies would move up on line (from
the vest side of Route 13) and, when a signal was given, assault the conveoy from
the woodline that extends 300-.00 meters on either side of the road. Mortar and
anti-aireraft (i.e., anti-helicopter) teams would support the attack from the
woodline. The EW trails leading to Route 13 and the railway that generally
parallels the highway on the west were used as control points. In each case, at
least one element (probably a reinforced squad) was positioned on the east side
of the road in order to create confusion and obscure the main direction of the
attack, Ideally, the ambush would be executed quickly with a high volu e of fire,
The ambushing forces would then repidly withdraw and disperse to predesignated assem-
bly areas in the jungle. It also a peurs .ossible that a portion of the ambush
forces may have been designated as a delaying force to masi the exit of the main
body. This has not been proven. In both ambushes the nearest Fire Support Buse
(Thunder III) received mortar fire in an snemy effort to suppress sugporting
ertillery and cause confusion,

b. Superficially the two ambushes were nearly identical. However, the
balance of forces was more favorable to the enemy on the l4th then the l2th.
hAccording to PW reports, the 4«8 Becttalion left 100 men behind at their base camp
and took only 80 men to the first ambush. This estimate may be conservative
since the US units involved felt the enemy foree involved to be 120 to 160 men,
But PW sources also indicate that at least 200 X9 soldiers were used on the lith
along with an estimated 4C men from the k8., 1In addition, the US security forces
were reduced b the absence of C/2~2 Inf on the 1l4th and the convoy itself had no
armored eseort,

c. On the 12th, despite the US force's unfamiliarity with the erea, their
strong force density enabled them to react rapidly to the ememy ambush. In faet,
Company C's command section was parked almost directly opposite the ambush site.
On the l4th, our forces were spread out over a larger areu and no significant
forces had been given the mission of internal convoy security. 4s a result,
critical time was lost in "piling on" and making use of the strong air and
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report: Counvoy imbushes on 12 and 1
August 1969 vic XT766745 and XT766678 (U)

artillery support available, The late air and artillery strikes prevented the
large armored forece that had assembled at the ambush site by 1215 from assaulting
the enemy. Moreover, most of the armored units were from the Recon FPlatoon/2-2
Inf and the 1-4 Cav; these elements had no organic infantry., Only when A/2-2 Inf
and C/2-2 Inf arrived could an effective infantry assault be undertaken against
the enemy hidden in the pough terrain.

11. (U) Legeong Learmed: See Inclosure 5.

12. (C) tinu ong: Letveen 14 August 1969 and 2 Ceptember 1969 the
enemy attempted two more ambushes on Highway 13,

a. On 20 Aug 69 a reinforced enemy platoon attempted e third ambush against a
Highway 13 convoy vic XT765729. Elements of C/2-2 Inf together with a quick react-
ion force composed of the Recch latoon/2-2 Inf and B/2-34 Armor (-) rapidly
"piled on® the ambush site. Artillery and air support were directed immediately
againet the enemy force. There were 2 US WIA, 7 enemy KIA and 2 PWs (WIA); 3
Ai=478, 15 AK-47 magasines, 2 RPG launchers and 5 RPG rounds, 1 light machine gun,
2 Chicom hand grenades, 5 sets of web gear, miscellaneous SA armunition, and 2
documents were captured. The convoy was untouched,

b. On 6 Sep 69, elements of the K$ Battalion launched the 101D Regiment's
final ambush against a "Thunder Road" comvoy. About 150-200 enemy soldiers
partieipated in the attack; the ambush was positioned vie XT763680, the same
location of the X9's previous ambush on 14 Aug 6$. At 1055 the Devil Convoy
recelved mortar fire followed by a ground attack at 11CO0 from the west eide of
the road. The seeurity element, Troop B/l-4 Cav, returned fire immediately
supported by artillery, Hunter Killer Teams, Light Fire Teams, and Tac /iir, .8
the convoy moved safely out of the contact area at 1115, A&C/2-2 Inf moved into
the ambush site. Though sporadic econtact continued until 1730, it was the initial
quick US reaction that trapped the enemy before he could withdraw. US losses
were 1 KIA and 7 WIA; enemy losses included 55 KIA, 4 PWs, 3 Chleu Hols, 3 light
machine guns, 8 AK-47s and 3 AK-47 magazines, 1000 SA rounds, 11 B40 rounds ond
9 B4O rocket boosters, 45 grenades, / anti-tank grenades, 18 canteens, 10 sets of
web gear, 10 helmets, 10 ponchos, 10 pounds of rice and 4 flashlights.

c. At 221200 Sey 99 A0 Redbell was terminated, the area wes returned to the
1st Cavalry Division and the 2-2 Inf (Mech) returned to the lst Bde at Dsu Tieng.
For approximately 41 days the task force based at Thunder III and Hartman had
secured the daily convoys to and from Juan Lol and kept a vital supply route open
despite the best efforts of at least one full NVA Regiment,

13 Inel JEFFREY J. CLARKE
2, Amex A to OPOHM Cormanding
4« Sequence of En Initi ted Events 11, Map
‘e Lessons learned .
, Interview w/CPT ioward 12, rhotographs
: Interview w/C?T Smith 13. Aerial Photographs

. 8. Interviev w/SGT Kel
S« PW Reports .
10, Sketeh maps R
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of VC/NVA Units) to innex & (Intelligence) to

TALBOTT

A
APPENDIX 1 (Tabular Sumary
OPLAN 21-69 (Tlunder Run) (U)
UNIT STRENGTH WEAPONS
165 1200 4K, LMG, XT7492
12.7 AL AMG
120mm ntr
82/60m mtr,
75RR, 57RR
209 1200 AK,1MG,RPG, XU 203
12,744,MG
82/60mn mtr
57RR
VAL 1100 AR,1MG,RPG, XT9297
12.7 4a,MG
82/60 mm mtr
57RR
E-7/101D 225 AK ,IMG,RPG  XT7873
57RR, 82/60mm
ntr
D368 150 iK,IMG,RPG, XT9377
82/60m mtr
75RR
MG
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APENDIX 2 (Tabular Summary of V8/NVA units) to Annex B (Intelligence), OPLAN
21-69 (4mbush Locations)

4
2%

ggpr 69

Triesnts

-8 B, 209th Regt

2 May 69 XT767785 Unk
3 May 69 XT765715 K-8 Bn, 209th Regt
6 Jun 69 XT765720 Unk
6 Jun 69 IT766700 K-9 Bn, 101D Regt
18 Jun 69 XT769759 K<9 Bn, 163D Begt
9 Jul 69 XT740930 K-5 Bn, 165 Regh
17 Ju1 §9  XrI6s755 K-7 Bn, 101D Regt
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Inclosure 3 ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE

101D Regiment, 18t NVA Division, conasisting of the following unita:

1. K7 Battalion: strength unknown but believed to be approximately
220 men with equipment similar to that carried by the K8 and K9 Battalions.

2. K8 Battalions 3 Inf ocompanies, 1 mortar company, and 1 Ba HQ aeq-
tion. Probable strength is 180 men (about 40 men per company). Probable
equipment includess 3 x 62an mortars and 7O mortar rounds; 1 hsavy machine
gun with 5,000 roundss 9 x B40 or B41 Rocket Propelled Grenads Launocher
(RPG 2 and 7) with 9 - 12 rounds per weapon; 6 x light machine guns; 4 x
K-54 pistolsy; an unknown number of AX-47s, CKC rifles, light machine guns,
and grenade launcher attachments) 1 radioj and 3 x field phones.

3, K9 Battalion: 4 oompanies plus. Probable strength.-is 300 man,
Probable equipment includes: 3 x 82mm mortars; 16 x B40/41s with 6 rounds
per weaapon; 16 x light machine guns with 500 rounds per weaponj 16 x gre-
nade launchers; 3 x 60mm mortars with 30 rounds per mortar; 2 x anti-aire
oraft machine guns with 1,000 rounds per weaponi an unknown number of AK-47as
and other small arms; 5 x land line field phonesa; and 2 x radio telephanes

(range 50 km).
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SEQUENCE OF ENEMY INITIATED EVENTS

Inolosure 4

7 Aug 69t the 101D Regiment battalions leave their Cambodian sanctuaries
by foot and begin travelling asouth and southeast to their traditional base

areas west of Highway 13.

8 Aug 69: At about 1630 hours the K7 Battalion is hit by a B=-52 strike
while infiltrating south.

9 Aug 69: The mmin seotion of the K7 signal platoon was destroyed at 1110
hours vie XT605905 by the Aerial Rifle Flatoon, A Troop, 11th ACR.

11 Aug 69t The K38 Battalion arrives at its rest area in the morning. Them
et about 1500 it departs for its ambush site, and arrives somewhere between

1900 and 2300,
12 Aug 69t The IO arrivea at its base camp area.

12 Aug 69s At 1500 hours the K8 initiates its ambush on Highway 1) vie
XTT66745.

13 Aug 69t At about 1800 hours the K9 leaves its base camp and arrives
at its ambush site (vio XT766678) at about 2200 hours.

14 Aug 69: At approximately 1100 the K9 deploys its ambush and at 1125
initiates the convoy ambush with mortar fire and ground asgsault.
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Inclosure 5 LESSONS LEARNED

1. Intemal oonvoy security.

a. Observation: Machine gun jeeps were not effective against the large
eneny ambushes.
b. Recommendations: V-100 armored cars, ACAVs, APCs, Dusters, and tanks

can be employed profitably as convoy escorts where intelligenoce indicates
that company and battalion-size ambushes are probable.

2. Alr and artillery support.

a. Qbservations Air and srtillery support must be brought to bear im~
mediately on the ambush site.

b. Evaluation: In the two ambushes discussed, this support was cooxrd-
inated by the ground commander. He determined the main direction of the
attack and asaigned tasks to supporting artillery and gunships.

0. Recommandaticns: Theae funotions invelve split-second desisions.
Thus, the convoy security element should notify the ground commander im-
mediately that an smbush has taken place and its exaet location. Artillery,
following the convoy with their tubes, should have predesignated targets
to fire on. The ground commander should adjust the artillery upon his
arrival and direot the available air assats.

3. Ground Porcas.

a, Observation: The ability to react swiftly and "pile-on™ an ambush
site is essential,

b. Evaluation: Due to the enemy's limited objectives and his abilitfy
to withdraw quiakly, lightning responses by the ground security forces were
naeeded in the ambushes disoussed.

¢. Hecommendations: Commanders responsibl e for convoy seourity should
consider the following measure to combat enemy ambush attackss

(1) Insure that convoys have strong intemrmal security when ambushes
are probsable,

(2) Assist the convoy commander in enforoing presoribed vehiole
intervals.

(3) Employ strong, mobile cutpost along the route of maxch,

(4) Organise & centralized ready reaction force (if strength permits),
positioned to reagh the moat likely ambush sites in the shortest posaible

time.
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Inclosure 5 (continued) LESSONS LEARKED

4. Enemy ambughes,

a. Observation: Enemy ambushes along Highway 13 were undetected until
they opened fire,

b. Ewaluationt No actions were taken to pre-empt the ambush, On the
12th the ambushing force was actually opposite the company command track.

o. Recommendagions! Commanders should consider a variety of measures
to prevent surpriee ambushes such as:

(1) Recon by fire all possible ambush areas before the convoy passes
through (by direet fire, mortars, artillery, or gunships).

(2) Condust night ambush and *bushwhacker” operations in probable
aabugh aites.

(3) Establish programs to bumm or Rome Plow overgrown cut areas
on both sides of Route 13,

(4) Conduct ocontinuous air surveillance in areas contiguous to
the highwa y, especially in the moming.

(5) BEmploy bloodhound airoraft over sus;ected routes of movenent
and possible ambush locstions.

(6) Use sensor fields to cover approach routes.
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AFTER ACTION INTERVIEW

INTERVIEWEE; Captain Cerrol J. Howard, Commanding Officer, C Company, 2nd
Battalion (Mech), 2nd Infentry, lst Infantry Division.

INTERVIEWER: Captain Jeffrey J. Clark, Commanding Officer, 17th Military
History Detachment, lst Infantry Division.

CLAREE: This interview is being conducted with CPT Carrol J. Howard, CO, C Co,
2-2 Mechanized Infantry Bn, at Fire Support Base Hartman (XT763738) on 18 Aug 1969.
Captain Howard, will you describe in your own words, what examctly happened when
the X8 Battalion attempted to ambush the "Devil Run® convoy on the afternoon of

HOWARD; My company was outposted along Highway 13 over a several thousand meter
front with my headquarters and mortar position set up at approximately 764738.
We were set in poaition, and I finally received word that all of my elements wers
in position and the convoy began to pass by. At approximately 1530 a command
detonated mine blew up a culvert approximately one kilometer north of my head-
quarters position. My third platoon was positioned near this bridge culvert
approximately one kilometer north of my mortar position. My second platoon was
positioned at another stream crossing approximstely one and one half kilomsters
south of my mortar position, and my first platoon was positioned approximately
3000 meters south of my mortar position., Also, five to six hundred meters north
of my position there was one platoon, the third platoon of Bravo Company, 2/34th
Armor, which was attached to me and which wes also outposting.

When the command detonated mine wes blown we began receiving small arms fire
from our west - weat of Highway 13. My medic track and mechanic track were facing
the woodline and they reported seeing enemy soldiers, 30 to 40 of them, in front
of their positions. They took them under fire with their 50 calibers, and my
command track pulled up on line with them. I called my first and second platoons
to move into my position since they were not tsking fire. My third platoon was
under fire down at the site of the blown culvert and could not move themselves
back up to reinforce me at the time, The second platoon arrived and moved in on
my left flank; a few minutes later the first platoon moved im on my right flank
at which time we put down heavy fire and began to advance toward the wood-line,
We were approximately 250 - 3CO meters from ths wood-line at this time., As we
moved forward, we kept a heavy line of fire going out and we received small arms
fire and & few RPGs were fired over our heads. The tank platoon to my north
received direct hits from three RPGs and several men were wounded. My third
platoon continued to take sporadic sniper fire but nothing serious, just enough
to keep them away from my position.

The convoy was stopped at this point to wait for an AVLB (armored bridge
layer) to replace the blown culvert. While my second platoon was moving down
to my location, they had to cross a bridge that was approximetely a kilometer
and a half to my south., As they epproached it a command detonated mine exploded
in front of them, but it did not blow enough of the bridge away to impede their
movement and they crossed it without any incidents.
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AFTER ACTION INTERTERVIEW -~ HOWARD Continued.

We assaulted until we got within 50 meters of the wood-line and then we held

up and had tactical air and gunahip strikes and artillery brought in. Artillery
had been coming in during the entire contact and my 81 mortars had been firing
during the entire contact. I was instructed to withdraw approximately 50 more
meters s0 that additional air strikes could be brought in on the fleeting enemy,
which I did, and we consolidated at that point and began a sweep of the area with
my leg troops keeping the tracks on line for security to the west. We took an
inventory of the bodies that were found znd gathered all of the equipment and
doocumants that we could, There were a large number of weapons - AK4{7x, RPGs -
RPG 28 and 7s, and ammunition and a great amount of documents were found. 411
of these were later counted and turned in to our S2 channels.,

As it got later, around 1645 or 1700, we received no more fire, the convoy
moved out again, and my third platoon rejoined us. We were instructed to set up
a forward opereting bese at thes ambush site, which we did. During that night,
we had trip flared all the bodies that were left in hopes that the returning
enemy might set them off if they came back to recover the bodies. The next
morning mors bodies wvere found and as well as one FW, Also during the ocontact,
in sddition to the enemy that were killed, my First Sergeant, First Sergeant
Kenyon Hartman, captured two PWs; they surrendered to him when he came upon them
in a spider hole, and they were immediately tsken back to 32 for interrogaticn.

GLARKE: Thank you, Captsin Howard, At this time, I wonder if you could describe
the size of the enemy force, the weapons that he used, and his location as clearly

as possible?

HOWARD: Initislly the enemy force appeared to be 30 or 40 men that we could
seo, However, we soon found out that there were many more than that since we

wers teking fire in our location, the tanks about 500 meters to my north were
taking fire, and my third platoon which was approximately another 500 meters

to the north was also teking fire., We were fired on with AK4{7s, SKSs, and RPGs;
I wuld estimate just from the volume of fire that we took that there were from
a 100 to 120 enemy in the ambush, But they were not all concentrated in one

spot and wers all spread out. In front of our position, where I was at, we saw
from 30 to 40, and later on with the body count we confirmed a higher number than

that.

CLAREE: You have shown to us on your sketch map that most of the enemy was in
the wood-line about 400 meters to the west of the road. Was there any enexy
units locsted on the eastern side of the road?

HOWARD: The majority of the force was located on the western side of ths roead;
hovever, my tanks, the tank platoon, did receive some fire from the eastern side
of the road as did my third platoon. In my location we ars not really sure if
we received any fire from the eastern side of the road, but one of my vehioles
that was lined that way sald they believed they took gome small arms fire from
that direetion but there was nothing of any great effect from this ~ it mey have
just been one or two people that were a small elemen.. Some bodies were found
on ths eastern side of the road that were killed by the tankers, but most of
the enemy dead were on the western side of the road,
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AFTER ACTION IRTERVIEW - HOWARD Continued.

CLARKE: Can you tell us exactly how long the engagement lasted from the time
that the first culvert was blown until the time that the enemy fire began to

slacken?

HOWARD: Initially it seemed like several hours, but it started at appraoximately
1530 and the fight - the main enemy fire - lasted 30 to 45 minutes. After that

we had sporadic fire put upon us wntil about 1700, &kd 1700 we began to set
up our might time position and there was no enemy activity at that time.

CIARKE: You said that your three platoons were positioned - ane about 1000
meters north and the others a little farther to the south, and you seemdd

to be right next to the ambush, Was there any intelligence you received
that day regarding an enemy ambush or was this just luck or good fartwune that
you happened to be right next to the ambush site?

HOWARD: We were told that there was a possibdlity, as there is every day, of
an ambush an the convoy, but there was no intelligence given to me of any par-
ticular spot where it was likely to occur. I was given a sector which ran
from checkpodnt 11 to checkpaint 58 along the route of march to outpost. I
selected the position for my headquarters and mortars based upon the fact that
it was relatively central to where it could support all of my elements and

it was on pretty Mgh gromd so that we could observe the rounds fired. Just
by good fartune the growund I picked for my mortars happened to be where the
main point or close to the main point of the ambush was. Once I called my
second and first platoons to reinforce, my secand platoon took approximately
5 to 10 minutes and my first platoon approximately 10 to 15 mimutes to get
there, they made good time up the road in spite of the stopped convoy, and

were able to quickly reinforce us,

CLARKE: Captain Howard, is it your opinion that the enemy was established
or had established his ambush well before you moved into youwr position?

HOWARD: Yes. We moved in approximately a half hour to forty-five minutes
prior to the ambush being blown and I balleve the enany was already set up
in this position. Otherwise he might have plcked an area with a less

heavy concentration of US troops. I believe he had no chi¥lce, he was already
set up when we came in and had no place alse to go so decided to go ahead and

carry out his ambush anyway.

CIARKE: It is my understanding that the convey was also escarted by elements
of the 720th Military Police Detachment and the l-4 armored cavalry. Could
you comment on thedr effectiveness during the engagement?

HQWARD: The emsort units that were moving with théomvey, at lesst in the
area that I was in, were unable to move in and place fire upon the enemy.
Due to the fact that, although my unit was spread out, we were close enough
to put blocking fires right into the edge of the woodline, they might have
moved right into our fire had they moved off the roadline., They remained
near the vehicles. In the evemt that anyone had gotten through our blocking
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AFTER ACTION INIERVI:W = HOWARD Continued.

forces or outposts to the vehicles, I am sure they would have taken care of
them on that point. There were & few gaps in the fire and they did put come
fire into the woodline, but they weren't able,as far as I could tell, to get
into effective range dus to the way my troops were disposed at that tims,

CLARREY Captain howard, I understand that two days later, on august 14th,

the southbound "Devil Return" convoy was aimbushed on Highway 13 some distance
south of the ambush on the 12th. Could you tell in your own words what part
your unit, C Compeny, 2nd of the Zni, played in beating off that NVA attack?

4OWARD: When the ambush occurred on the l4th, my company along with Bravo
Gompany, lst of the 28th Infantry Battelion was conducting a ground reconnsis-
sance off the western side of Highway 13 in a suspected enemy base camp ares
in the 77 east - west grid. They had spotted movement in there and we vere

in there checking it out. My company was the ready reaction force, or the
blocking force, in frunt of Bravo. About 13:45 we received word that the
convoy had been ambushed and that Alpha Compeny, 2nd of the 2nd and other units
in the srea had taken the enemy under fire. I received a call from my bettalion
commandex to withdraw out of the woods to the weat and come down south to
reinforce the blocking force. By the time my company was clear of the wood-
line and down the rosd the majority of the smbush had been routed and vhen

I moved iz the only return fire that we took was a lone enemy that we happened
to scare up out of the brush. The mejority of them, it appeared to me, had
already fled out of the area; some of those thet were left behind had gotten
trapped so that they couldn't move, As we moved through on & sweep = we swept
from gouth to north out of the wood-line zlong the ambush site back to Fire
Support Base Hartmsn, we did scare up & few, Ve found two that the artillery
had killed, captured two AK47s and accounted for three more enemy killed., but
by the time we got there the majority of the ambush had been routed and there
wesn't really very much that we contributed to that perticular action,

Clérkls Cap.ain Howard, I have taken from what you have told me that, at the
time of the second ambush, your unit was committed un another operation and
essentially had no responsibiliiy for the security of the "Devil"” return
convoy. 4And at this time this was assumed by the escorting elements and
Comapny A, 2nd of the 2nd Mech battelion which wes based out of Thunder III.

HOWARD: 1That's right. The outpesting that day was done by Alpha Company

and also by Dreadnaught Bravo, (Bravo Company, 2nd of the 34th Armor) which
was reinforced by our 2-2 Reconnaissance Platoon., My mission was not convoy
security that day, but once the ambush was sprung my battalion commander,
Lieutenant Colonel Linson felt that they wanted to get all of the people they
could into the area in hopes of thwarting the enemy and getting as many of
them as we could. But, as I said, by the time we got there the major portion

of the engesgement had terminated.
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AFTER AGTION INTERVIEW

INTERVIEWEE: Ceptain David L. Smith, Commanding Officer, Company A, 2d
Battalion (Mech), 2d Infantry, lst Infantry Division.

INTERVIEWER: Captain Jeffrey J, Clarks, Commanding Officer, 17th Military
History Detachment, 1lst Infantry Division,

CLARKE: This is an interview with Captain David L, Smith, Compahy Comander,
A Company, 24 of the 2d, on 19 August 1969 about 3000 meters north of Thunder III
on Route #13, Captain Smith, could you explain for us in your own words the
events surrounding the ambush of the "Devil" return convoy on August l4th, 1969,

SMITH: On the 14th of August my company had the responsibility of outposting
the road from Thunder III north along Highwaey 13 to viecinity of the 77 grid
line. I had outposted the road during the morning with platoon strongpoint
locations generally about 500 meters apart. I took the recon element that I
had from the l«4 Cav and was conducting a sweep all the wey up to the northern
boundary of the battelion A0, About 1125 I received a ecall fram my second
platoon lsader and he told me that the convoy was under attaeck in his general
vieinity just north of Thunder III, 4An enemy force came out of the wood line
fraom the west on line and one of hia sections engaged them with 50 caliber
machine gun fire., The enemy had withdrawn after the lst element of the convoy
passed the ambush asite., When the second elemsnt started passing, the enemy
again came out on line and started engaging them with mor$ars and direet fire.
The time lapse there was about five minutes or so.

At that time I turned the rest of my elements around and started bhack to the
ambush location, I told the 2d Platoon leader to move down to the vicinity

of the ambush which was about 500 meters from his location. He thundered down
with his other two tracks, got on line on the west side of the road while I
was enrouts to the ambush location and engzaged the enamy force., About 1215 the
battalion camander arrived at the ambush area with my 2d Platoon and began
calling for supporting fires, The artillery started firing with a light Jire
team working the east side of the road.

I moved down with the elements that I had with me to the general vicinity of
the ambush and my artillery liaison officer started calling artillery fire

into the area of the ambush., He had artillery firing from three batteries
while wo set up generally north of the ambush site. There were several trucks
blocking the road; two of the trucks hed received direot hits - one was burning
pretty badly. I instructed one of the tanks to go up and knogk the hurning
vehiocle off the road so the rest of the vehicles in the convoy could get past

the ambush location,

I formed the elements I had with me into & box type formation and at 1300
started moving into the contact area. We returned fire with the tank guns

and the 50 caliber machine guns. The assault was about 1200 meters long into

a thick bamboo area and lasted about 45 minutes. While plowing all of the way
into it, we encountered pretty rough spots where the tanks had to stop and
meneuver around. Once we got in about 1345 we found we were right in the middle
of an enemy force. I fesl it was probably a delaying force for the personnsl
that were in the ambush. Once we got into that slte, we immediately killed 3

NVA goldiers and we had one Chieu Hol come ocut.
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AFTER ACTION INTERVIEW - SHITH (Continued)

In the meentime the battalion commander had gotten hold of Charlie Company
(2-2 Moch) which was well to the north of us. They pushed down the road and
arrived in the ambush area about 1400, They came in on my rear and flanked
on the north side of my element, We were instructed then by the battalion
commander to make a sweep with Charlie Company moving to the north and wy
elements moving to the south, As we were moving in, we engaged some enemy
personnal that were still in the contact area and along the way counted 13
bodies that we had killed or that the artillery had killed. We policed up
quite & few weapons in the ambush area, :dth my elements, we swept fram
vhere we went into contact to about a thousand meters south; Charlie Company
went about a thousand meters north but very little contact was made, We found
vhere the ambush position had been and soms of the bodies in the area with
their equipment, I then called the battalion commander, and since we had
swept cut of the contact area, asked permission to turn around. I turned

around and reswept the area.

When I returned to the area of the origionsl contact, ithe baltaliion comuznder
called me and told me to pick up an infantry company on the road just north of
us. I took my company from there, went up to the area where the leg company
was, picked them up, brought them back down to the contact area with me, came
up on line, and dismounted the leg company, Then with my tanks, we conducted
a sweep through the contact area to the west into the wood line about 200
neters. We found some other equipment, but no contéct in that area, We then
formed a blocking position for an element that was performing an &ssault in
the west, They were moving generally in our area, but I don't know what the
results of that operation were. After we swept the arsa with the infantry
company we went back into the ambush area, policed up all of our vehicles and
personnel, and moved back into Thunder III,

CLARKE: Thank you, Captain Smith. I notlice that this is the second ambush
that happened in the period of two days where the ambushing unit was quite
close to one of the mechanized ocutposts. Could you deacribe to ms any lessons
learned from thess operations, especially the one on the 1l4th?

SMIIHs We found from the Chieu Hol that there were approximately 200 peoule in
the ambush from the K9 battalion, If we had swept into the ambush area a little
faster and, I think, used a little less artillery, we might have gotten into
the area and had a lot better body count. Now in the morning while moving to
the outpost positions, I sweep from wood line to wood line along the road about
400 meters on elther flank with a platoon on line on elther side of the road
ready to react to anything we find along the road., After we have swept, then
we outpost the roads. I now am responsible for half of the battalion sector
with Charlie Company responsible for the northern half, But we now have a
foroe from Bravo Company, 2d of the 34th Armor and the Reconnaissance Platoon
generally set up in the center as the reaction forse for both companies,

CIARKE: Thank you, Captain Smith. I notice there w3 some confusion regarding
the procise times that the actions took place., Why don't we go over this right
nowj we can also draw up a sketch map which I will include in my report.
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INTERVIEWEE: SGT ROBERT C. KEIL, C Company, 720th MP Battallon at Long Binh,

INTERVIEWER: CPT JEFFREY J. CLARKE, Commanding Officer, 17th Militery History
Detachment, 1st Infantry Division.

CLARKE: This interview is being conducted with Sergeant Robert C. Keil, C
Company, 720th MP Battalion (based at Long Binh) on 31 August 1969. SGT Keil,
could you describe in your own words, the events that took place on August 14th,
the day the "Devil" return convoy was ambushed on Route 13?

KEILs On the 14th of August the Quan Lol convoy departed south early in the
morning. The convoy was broken into two march units, Devil 1 in the lead and
Devil 2, second, My jeep, the Devil Trail, was in the rear. The securily
element consisted of tanks and APCs. The lead escort vehicles were two "big-
boys", two ACAVs, and trailing the first march unit they had 6 APCs, The
sscond march unit convoy had 2 APCs in the front and 2 APCe in the rear., Ve
proceded down south to checkpoint 58 at which time the lead security for the
second march unit pulled off the side of the road. They informed Devil 2

that the area on both sides of the road from checkpoint 58 to Thunder III was
outposted, Approximately five mimites after the security pulled off, the lead
of the second mareh unit informed me and Devil 1 by radio that they were under
attack by RPG fire. I was near checkpoint 58 just paesing over the partable
bridge. We proceeded on down at which time I noticed smoke was coming up from
the front of the convoy., When I got to the scene there was ons tanker that
had taken a direct with an RPG, another tanker was on fire and burning fiercely.
Both of these were in the center of the road. On the right side of the tanker
that was hit with an RPG, there was another tanker that had attempted to pass
him; he was stopped and the driver was nowhere in sight, The second truck was
hit by fire. On the right side of that ome, in the field, another ta ker was
attempting to pass these two up, and he was also hit and stopped. It was
inpossible for the rest of the convoy to pass this location, so we had to come

to a complete halt,

Prior to my reaching the front where the trucks were burning, my driver and I
came wpon-the stopped convoy. I got ocut of my vehicle, told my driver to pro-
coed to the front and check and see if there were any casualties and also
attempt to get the drivers back in the trucks and out of the kill zome. This
felled, There werse no casualties among the truck drivers from the rear of the
convoy to about the center where the fire was coming in extremely heavy. There
was 2 jun Jeep from the 48th Group off the left side of the road that had taken
machine gun fire, The driver was shot twice in the head, the IC of the vehicle
was wounded and the gunner was also woundeds He wes standing up behind his 60
firing it, There was nothing much we could do except start laying down a base
of fire, I bad my gunner get and fire his 60. The 60 jaymed after the first
round and refused to fire, so all we had left were two MMs, three 16s and a 45,
Ve kept up a base of ’ire and wmited for security to come,

There were two ACAVs off the west side putting dowm a base 6f fire into the heavy
brush 20 to 50 meters off the side of the road., The directiocn for this would be -
the direction of the road from Quan Loi to Thunder III -~ the left side would be
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14 AUG 69 CONVOY AMBUSH - KIEL (cont)

east and the right side would be west. The APCs came up to where the trucks
were burning, putting out a base of fire. We started receiving some mortars

and also some RPG rounds agsin, At the same tine there were numerous helicop-
ters flying overhead « there were 4 LOHs and 3 Cobras, One LOH was cird ing
around my position and I was making arm and hand signals to him to show him the
direction where I had scen the fire from so he could use his mini-gun on them,
It took approximately 45 minutes before these choppers opened fire on the enemy.
At that Life we had some tanks come up from the Thunder III area (note: these
were probably CPT Smith's coming from the north) and put out a base of fire with
their 90mm guns and 50 caliber, They kept this up from where the first truck was
hit to the rear. Then after we got out of the area, they called in close fire
support with some F100s which dropped bombs on the west side of the road. Tk
Cobras laid down ¢ bage of fire with their rockeis and mini=guns on the east
side of the road out along the woodline., They also came in with their mini.gunas
approximately 100 meders from the road in the open aresd.

The smbush extended from approximately 500 meters south of checkpoint 11 to
almost half-way to Thunder III, From the place where the convoy wes ambushed
to this area halfeway to Thunder III, on the east side of the road, there were
5 or 6 snipers. My Dovil 2 was out there taking these people under fire with
their M60, Also the new Devil 1 which was coming north, brought us up a new
supply of ammnition. They also had two VelOO armored cars with them, They
were firing on the east side of the road putting out a base of fire, and taking

these snipers under fire.

SLARKE: Sergeant Kiel, could you tell us about what time the convoy was hit and
how long it took you to drive up from the rear of the convoy, at what time sup-
porting forces - artillery, helicopters, or the tanks and APCs thot you mene
tioned - came? Can you give us an estimate of the time here?

KIEL: The convoy was hit at approximately 1130, I was the last vehicle in the
march unit so it took me approximately five minutes to get to the front where

the vehicles were burning, The supporting security units « there were two that

were outposted along the side of the road « imnediately returned fire. The rest

of the security elements took approximately 45 minutes to get back to give us relief,

GLARKE: Were you able to obtain any artillery supnort?

EIEL: The artillery support was suppressed by the VC as they were mortering
Thunder III after they hit the convoy. Thunder III received approximately 25
rounds of mortar and rocket fire which kept the artillerymen down in their holes
8o that they couldn't return fire imrmediately.

GLARKE: How close were the enemy to the road?

EIEL: The enemy soldiers wers anyvhere from 10 feet from the road all the way
back to the woodline which extends back from 200 to 250 meters, They were close
enough to throw a satchel charge at myself, and that is a 1i“tle bit too close.

; I teke it from what you have said that the MP jeeps were the only escort
wvehicles with the convoy after it passed Fire Support Base Hartman,

2
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1/ AUG 69 CONVCY AMBUSH = KIEL ( cont)

+ That is correct. We departed checkroint 58 without the security elements.
They had pulled off at checkpoint 58 and informed us that the road was outposted.
We then procseded down. We had an MP jeep leading, behind him wus a 48th Group
gun Jeep, then myaelf, which was thc last gnn Jeep in the march element. There
wag one other gun jJeep from 48th Group - he was behind the bohtalls which were
directly behind me,

SLARKE: So in yowr march unit, the second mirch unit, there were just four
gun jeeps, jeeps with M60 machine guns?

KIEL: Yes sir, that is rirht, there were only four gun jeeps in that march
unit.

SLAIKE: The first march unit had passed the arsbush without being attacked.
Did that first march unit have any heavier escorting elements?

RiEL: Yes, the {irst march unit had two escorting tanks plus some ACAVs in

the front, The APCs that were in their rear, I believe, alsc dropped off at
checkpoint 58. I am not real positive about that, The second march unit, which
I was in, never had much heavy armored equipment, The reason that all the heavy
stuff is always in the first march unit is that the Cav doesn't like to split
their fire power, and they claim that ne tank in the front in the first march
unit and one tank in the second march urit is exposing the heavy armor to RPG
fire, whereas if they have two together it is less likely that they will be hit,

SLAIEE: Can you eslinate at about what time the anmbush itself w»s over, or, in
other words, at what time dld enough reinforecing elements come up to your position
to enable the convoy to move on and to reduce the enemy fire which you were

receiving?

KIEL: That is a little hard to answer as it wes pretty hot and heavy out there
for a while, I locked at my wutch for an exact time when it started, and the
next time I looked at my watch wes down at Thunder III and they had all of the
big boys, APCs, Cobras, F-1008, and all of the artillery going into the area =
it wes approximately 1310 or 1315 hours,
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