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SUBJ(!JCTa After ;~ction Interview Report: Combined US Armor/RJ! Infant:I:y 
Operations Against Local VC lorcea (U) 

S~ DISTRIBUTION 

1. (U). Enolosed is ..li'ter . .i.ctiQI} Interne\l Reports Combined US .lrmor/IfF 
Infantry Operations Against Local VC Forces (U). 

2. (U) This report covers the operations of the 1-4 Cay and the 749th 
RF Company against the VC 065 Local Force Company. '!'he careful planning 
and detailed coordination needed to insure the success of the effort are 
covered in depth. Commanders initiating similar operations will find 
useful guidelines outlined in Inclosure 5 to basic report. 

3. (U) Distribution will be made throughout II!'?"', The importance of 
such operations is increasing and the valuable expenences gal-ned by the 
1st .Infantry Division will hopefully assist others planning similar en­
deavors. 

FOR TIlE COMV:.tULJi!:Rr 
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SuBJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report: Combined US Armor/RF 
Infantry Operations Against Local VC Forces (U) 
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1. (C) Background: n. Prior to September 1969, the Division Armored 
Cavalry Squadron, the 1-4 Cav, had been under the operational control 
of one or more of the Division's three Infantry Brigades. However, on 
21 Sep 69, the 1-4 Cav was placed under the direct control of the Div­
ision Headquarters. The Squadron's D Troop, an air cavalry troop com­
prised of an Aero Rifle Platoon und belicopter gunships would continue 
to operate as a separate divisional unit from Phu Loi, base crunp of the 
1st Aviation Battalion. However, the 1-4 Cav HQ end the three cavalry 
troops would now operate as a unit from field CP loc~tions. Their rear 
facilities would remain at l£..i Kh€.J base camp. 

b. The presence of mechanized infnntry companies operating northenst 
nod northwest of Lai Khe, allowed the 1-4 Cav to direct its attention 
south. Utilizing th~ road network south of Lei Kho, it would act as a 
quick reection force able to reinforce US or ARVn infcntty contacts, or 
initiate rapidly executed oper~tions against elusive VC units through 
its own mobility .!::.nd firepow(;r. Grnduc.l1y it would expc.nd. its area of 
operations nnd increase its efforts to neutralize all VC eleTIents in 
the Division's southern AO. Coordination with the 2d US Bde, the 8th 
ARVN Regt, the 5th l~VN Di v, and Binh Du.ong Province would be continuous. 

2. (C) Situation: a. The basic rr~ssion of the Squadron wns to conduct 
1;Jt'0un:i reconnaissance, night petrols and convoy security opel"r.tions from 
the Ben Cat area (XT?433) to the Song Be Bridge (XT920430). 3Owever, its 
area of interest encornpassE.d Lni Kho Base Crunp to the north IlItd extended 
23 km south to Phu Cuong, the ccpitc.l of Binh Duong ProvinCE;:. Despite the 
monsoon rains, most of the road2 which interlaCE;: the crea are passable 
to the Squadron's unks and I.Cl,:Vs (JlXIaored Cavalry Ji.ssc.ult Vehicles or 
J~mored Personnel Carriers); the lighter hCkVS can negotiate most of the 
local terrain even in the monsoon season. 

b. Within this area are elements of the Done Nai Reeimont and the C62, 
c63, end C65 Lace1 Force C~mpcnies. During the past two months, tr~ ?49th 
Regionnl Force (RF) Company, th8 crack reaction and reconnaissance company 
of Binh Duong Province, hcd conducted successful ambush operntions in the 

! ' '-' • '1 .. ' -';} J :Jowngraded at 3 year 

I ' ~~ ; "'I . ~: \ 
~t . ; , , 

C () /i/ r I L/ ..:: "i/ /Ift'" intervals, Declassified 
After 12 years 
DOD Dir 5200.10 



.' 

CO N r:i /J 5' NT/II L 
. l:..VDB-'.T.;MED 26, October 1969 
. SUBJECT: IJ.fter Action Intervie'W Report: Combined US l.:rmorjF:F Infantry 

Operations bgninst Loc~lVC Forces (U) 

eren north of Dinh Hoa Villnge (XT8UO). The RF compc.ny cODlJIl(lncler, LT Trnn 
Von J...n, had identified the c.mbushod enemy es members of the C65 Local Force 
Company apperently out on local resupply missions. LT An also ,estimated 
thct a C65 base crunp wes located t'Wo km northeast of the village in a densely 
overgro'WD Rome Plo'W cut nren. The nren 'Was knO'WD to be heavily boob,ytrapped 
with dud 105 and 155 shells and similar devices. 

3. (0) Plo.nnisg: n. On 30 Sep 69, the cOIDlllCDder of the 1-4 Cav, LTC 
John T. Murohison Jr., and elements of his staff vfsited Binh Duong Province 
officials o.tPhu Cuong nnd coordinated 'With LT IUl, the Province Senior 
Advisor, LTC Fleigh, mId his deputy, Mr. Go.rdif'or Bro'WD. Once US nssistrulce 
'WllS offered, the Province Chief 'WllS eeger to lcunch an operation against 
the suspected ba se cllIllp with LT J.n' s RF Coapcny in support. On 3 Oct 69, 
a finel coordin£..tion meeting \rlC.S held llt Phu Cuong, cnd the 1-4 Cav com­
mander presented his plllJl of nction. The plt:'.D was opprovc.>(]. om the finc.l 
details 'Were completed. The operetion 'Would take plllce the following day. 

b. The Squru:iron COIlllllE'.nder hud conducted severel eeriel reconnaissanco 
flights over the concerned nreG.. The flights v.Jre spr'. red over r three-day 
period so that the enemy 'Would not be w~rn0d by inorees&G cir ectivity. In 
addition, these VRs consisted ~f high cltitu ja sweeps, 12-15 km long, to 
avoid the tell-tele orbit over en area of cn i~ndine operation. One quick 
10'W-level reconnnissc.nce one kilometer from the lr.se CCL1p 'Wes necessc.ry t~, 
usceru.in exnctly 'Whet crens 'Were pc.sseble to th\3 50-ton wnks [1m to mea-

'-sure the height of tho surroundinL scrub veget~tion. If the scrub grO'Wth 
'Wes c.bove the height of the ilCkVs, tho dc.nger fron boobytrc.ps 'Would be sub­
stentit..l1y increcsed. Fortunr.tely, th", roconnnis&lllce indicatod tht..t the 
ground 'Would hold tanks, lUlU th:'. t the gro'Wth 'WllS j\t>t eOUlll to the height 
of the ACJ..Vs. -

4. (C) Concept of Operution: a. On the morning at 4 Sop 69, HQ elem~nts 
of the 1-4 Ccv c.nd Tro·..)ps II end C 'Would move out fron AP sites north of 
Crumh Luu (XTS232), and travel 14 kIn south c.long highJc.y TL21.. Troop C 
'Would pick up the 794th RF Company ct BunS Die (XT809~:'S). 1..11 elements 
'Would then siuuJ tuneously sw-ing southeust off the hiEb.Jcy and assuul t the 
suspected enemy base ccmp. I~ strel1Ill nnd gully line', rG,l£.tively free of 
brush, paralleled the high'Wny behind the hI:.se cnmp ~ea. The enemy 'Would 
be squeezed against this terrc.in feature. A hunter-killer te~ 'Would act 
as the initial blocking force east of the base camp. Th, 3d platoon of B 
Troop, positioned 4 km to the south on the Phu Cuong By-f.>..ss (XTS2l6) 'Would 
be roooy to nove up tho highways on either side of the Ul8,et aren. In 
t.ddition, a forward supply point 'Was estt..blishcd c.t en LRVii outpost located 
south of Hoe. Loi 2 at XTS15224 (see map, Incl 3). 

5. (C) Narrative: fl. 1..t a.pprox:iJn['.tuly 0845, the Task Force moved off 
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the road on two axis, C Troop, carrying the 794th RF Cc J~n t.ho s,.u·i#h end 
l .. Tr,;.> ... p Or! tho nurth. TllO SdlpoctcC bLSU CC';iP locc:.tion wc.s approximately 
two km from the rond. At tilC lint 1 co,;)roiI"": ti::;,n line, LG",Ut un€. km froc 
the road, the Ta~ Force \-l[S deployed on line. 'l'he tanks from each troop 
were placed in the center, the ACLVs on the flanks, and the 794th RF Com­
pany mounted on LCiNs behind the tc.nks. The a..rIDOrecl vehicles were approx­
imntely 10-15 meters apart. As the line advancecl through the thick, 7-8 
foot high bamboo, brush, and grass to the suspected bese camp locction, the 
tanks began a steady volume of 90mm cannister fire to clenr the area of 
boob,ytraps. Grenadiers fired a steady strer~ of M?9 rounds further in 
advance, to detoncte boobytr~ps, and fix the enemy in place. 

b. 1t.t 0855, ~ Troop's ,J.eftt.flank be.ga.n t:o-. ~eto,n::.te boobytraps. 
and take amnII arms fire, indicnting the enemy be,se camp (vic XT82921.3) 
hod been found (see Sketch Mo.p #1, Incl 4). L'1Iuodiately the northern 
i.Ck.V s ('.nd .the trulks directed heavY crumister, M-79 , und I!.I::l.chine gun fire 
on the enemy positions while the RF troops moved behind the contact elo­
cents. As the units assaulted, the onemy attempted to esccpe to the north. 
This development wes noted immedintely by the squadron commdner, who wes 
located in the c~nter of the cssault line. On his instructions, C Troop 
moved quickly behind the ongcged L Troop, positioned itself northecst of 
the contact area and effectively blocked the enemy esccpe route (see 
sketch map #2), Incl 4). Th~ ~.sk force, now positioned cround the bulk 
of the ene~ forces in n semicirculo, closed in, swept forwerd and degtroyed 
the ene~ base ccmp. 

c. From 10.30 to 11.30, the arr~rcd vehicles pursued the fleeing Gnemy 
soldiers cided by hunter-killer teems, l.:nd thu .3d Plctoon of B Troop, which 
had been moved up from the south. While C Troop c.nd the RF Compcny pursued 
north, il. Troop moved through the bc.se Cc.Il1p and cl>ntinued south. The hunter­
killer teem and the B Troop plntoon blocked all possible withdrawal routes 
(see Sketch Mnp #.3, Incl 4). In the c.fternoun, the bc..ttle o.rea wes swept 
and reswept, uncovering ~ore holes, tunnels, boobytraps and miscellnneous 
supplies. 

d. Ini ticlly only the Squcdron S.3, Ml.J William R. Wilson, WIlS providing 
aerial support in c lif';ht obst)rvc.tion helicopter (LOH). However, as soon 
cs the contact begcn, the LOH was reinforced by the Division IS "Lighthorse" 
helicopter group. ht the request of the Squadron Commender, the Lighthorse 
commender directed hunter-killer tc~s to block withdrewc.l routes and supe~ 
vise " "Dustoff" helicopters to evr.cuc .. to the wounded. He clso provided 
the 1-4 Cav with n FSYOES helicopter and ceriel trr.nsport for no IPW team. 
~s a result, the PW. were immediately exploited for tnctic~l intelligence 
and the ccpt1.ilrod C65 .hssist.:·,nt Platoon Leeder WllS q,;dckly pIeced on the 
PSYOFS ship to broadcast personal Chieu Hoi messages to his comrades in erms. 

e. This successful operation took c heavy toll of the C6S Local Force 
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Company. The final results were six enemy delld, nine enemy PW s, end five 
1~-47s, one 6~mn morter, l5xSLmill rounds, four RPG-2s, and four RPG-2 rounds 
captured. There were three US wounded slightly by RPG end boob,ytrBp frag­
ments. No casuclties were suffered by the RF troops ruld no vehicles were 
d~ged in the nction. 

6. (C) ConclUSion: n. The 1st Int Div G2, OB Section held the strength 
of the C65 Local Force Compcny nt approximc.tely 32 raen. Th,-, estim£~tt::d COln­

pcny engcged by the 1-4 Cnv Teak Force wns completely decionted with 15 
members of the C65 &ccounted for. Equally sienific~nt, three PW' wore 
identified c.s NVJ. cedre, some of the first to be found in "Loc['~ Force" 
units within this specific areu. Confirme.tion .:::nd further evc.luo.tion is 
now being undortakon. 

b. a~sed on herd intellieoncc, tho well-planned, quickly executed oper­
ation wusc complete success. The cction agcinst the C65 is only the begin­
ning of n series of 1-4 Cev operations plcnned. in conjunction with RF/PF 
Forces nnd desiGned to cleer the southern portion of the Division's ~O cf 
all ene~ elements. 

7. (C) Recomm<..ndc.tion: The successful operc.tion underlined some proven 
techniques und pointed out new ones; a coraplete summery of recommendations 
is given in Incl 5. 

5 Incls 
I-Task Force Crgcnizction (1./) 
2-Sequence of Events (c,..f) 
3-1...1'oc Mt.. .... p( ,I) 
4-Tncticnl Sketch Mr.ps(q) 
5-Recor.ullilndC.tions{ if) 
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J;ElV;tEY ~. Cl1.nKE 
Ccpt~in 'Infc.ntry 
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Inclosure 1 

TJ.SK JrOhCE OrlLi.l.NIZi.TION 

1. generAl: 

0.. HQ, 1-4 Cav 

.b. ~ Troop, 1-4 Cnv 

c. C Troop, 1-4 Cev 

d. 794 RF Co (note: the 794 RF Co wes not "attc.chod" but operc.tad in 
close coordination with HQ, 1-4 Cay) 

2. §guedron ControJ.: 

El. 3/8/1-4 Cnv 

b. Hi.C Platoon (HQ J..CINs/Flcme Fletoon l-J) 
c. Lighthorse elements: 

(1) C cxrl C ship 

(2) Hunter-Killer TeaLl 

(3) PSYWAR helicopter 

(4) Two troop currier helicopters 

d. Forwc.rd SUPI)ly Point (-i"lume Thrower Unit, c..lnmunition resupply for 
90rnm cannister, 50 cali her, 7.62 r.nd M-79) 

e. Dcrkhorse clements (D Troop, 1-4 Cnv): one Hunter-Killer Tenm 
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Inclosure 2 

SalIfiNCE Of EVBNTS 

0706 Sqdn departed NDF for pick-up of 794 RF Comprny 

0735 Picked up 794 RF Compcny 

0800 Units crossed LD with 794 mounted on C Troop vehicles 

0815 Deployed ct phase line into esscult sweep formction 

Reproduced at !he National ArchiYeS' 

0845 J.~ Truop mc..do contcct with i.P boubytraps end VC; 794 RF Co dismounts 

0850 Lighthorse elements ~rrivcd on s~tion; screened ~long ~~lley 

0905 C ~roop moved from the southern to tho northern flnnk tc block 

0915 Dustoff of ~ Troop WIL completed 

0915 Initial contcct broken 

1015 1. totc.l vf 4 VC were KIf-; 6 VC, 1 RPG, lx60rmn Jaortc.r, ':.llG. severc.l 
JJ!.-47 rifles were capt/tired 

1040 Dustoff for one US WD. (slightly 'Woundcu by booby trc.ps) 

1050 I .. Troop kills 1:lnother VC end cr.ptures the nssistcnt plc.too:o loc.dar 

lll0 i .. ssist::nt platoon leE.dar usee. in ISYOps· helicopter to d8liver diroct 
plea to his comrcdes 

1207 C Troop ct"pt-ured 2 VC (one wounded by fire), c.Dd ene J.K-47 rifle 

1215-1515 Swept end reS'Wept bettle cree. 

1410 Lighthorse obtDined 1 VC KEJ .. (Be) on southern flc.nk 

1700 Teroinc.ted operction; displc.ceu for'Wcrd NJJ's; tnd requestE:d night 
nmbushes in the area 
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INCLOSURE 4 Sketch Map -~ 
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INCLOSURE 4 Sketch Map 1:3 
1030 - 1130 Pursuit 
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Inclosure 5 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. When operating in populated areas, commanders must be able to ob­
tain, evaluate and uee all intelligence from local GVN/ARVN sources. 
Good intelligence was the key to this operation. 

2. Joint operations with ARVN or RF/PF troops should always be consid­
ered. These operations increase the force density"available and give 
RVN militar,y units valuable training. In addition careful joint co­
ordination and planning will assist the commanders in gathering intel­
ligence wi thou]; making their intentionS knourr"t.o·-the onetly. 

3. The mobility of armored units is often limited by terrain and weather. 
In the rainy senson, a careful reconnaissanoe must be made to determi nod 
exaotly what ground can be used; weighing these limitations, commanders 
should augment RUch units with enough ground troops to insure the accom-
plishment ,of the mission. . 

4. Whenever possible, blocking forces should be positioned near terrain 
features, such as streams or open fields, which naturally hindor hidden 
or rapid enemy withdrawals. The initial blocking element should consist 
of a Hunter-Ki~ler T~am. The team should be backed up by an equally . 
mobile, strong force such as the 1st Division's Lighthorse Team or the~1:4 
Cav Aero Rifle Platoon. 

5. Massed oavalry troops assisted by aerial gunships can produce a tfQ­
mendous shock effect. Such an effect is deSirable, but can only be 
achieved if the operation is based on hard intelligence, is carefully 
planned, and is rapidly executed. In this operation, the psychologic21 
shock of the ~~sault accounts for the unusual percentage of enemy who 
surrendered. 

6. The use of 90mm c~nister assault fires to clear booby trapped areas 
is highly successful. Booby trap wires were found blown away and smaller 
booby traps ~ere orushed under the trc.cks without any damage. Cannister 
also clears tunnel and bunker untrances, brush, b amb.o ° , and keeps enemy 
heA.ds down. 

7. The immediate availability of IPW teams and special ~ps. helicopters 
make it possible to gain and exploit tacticn! intelligence from enemy pris­
oners. Such information furnishes direction for further sweeps while pris­
oners broadcast Chieu Hoi messages over the immediate area. 

8. Mobile armored units m~e the best use of mobile support unite. In 
this operation, the 1-4 Cav effectively used Division air assets for re­
connaissance, as blocking forces, and for control. The supporting forces 
responded quickly to the rapidly developing situation and preventc~ the 
enemy's esoape. The Lighthorse Team ~ith one command and control heli­
oopter, one p(~Y.OPS ship, and two lift ships, was an invaluable part of 
this operation. 

9. In joint operations, a colocated US/RVN CP is l.l.nll-_lly neCQSS,'l"Y for 
smooth control. The need is also apparent in armored operations ~here 
quick reactions are necessary to exploit any given situation. In this 
operation the Squadron Comr:wnder was able to communicate directly \1i th 
the RF oompnny oOIDl!lander who 'liaS noun ted on the Squadron Commander's 
track. 
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