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1. (U) ©Enclosed is Jfter .Actign Interview Report:s Combined US .rmor/RF
Infantry Operations Against Local VC Forces (U).

2. (U) This report covers the operations of the 1-4 Cav and the 749th
RF Company against the VC C65 Local Force Company. The careful planning
and detailed coordination needed to insure the success of the effort are
covered in depth. Commanders initiating similar operations will find
useful guidelines outlined in Inclosure 5 to basic report.

(U) Distribution will be made throughout II 7V, The 1mporga%ce of
guch ‘operations is increaging and the wvaluable experaences gaine

18t Jnfantry Division will hopefully assist others planning 31m11ar en~
deavors.
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report: Combined US Armor/RF
Infantry Operatlons Against Local VC Forces (U)

Corrnding; onorel
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4PO 96345

1. (C) Background: a. Prior to September 1969, the Division Armored
Cavalry Squadron, the 1-4 Cav, had been under the operational control
of one or more of the Division's three Infantry Brigades. However, on
21 Sep 69, the 1-4 Cav was placed under the direct control of the Div-
ision Headquarters. The Squadron's D Troop, an air cavalry troop com-
prised of an Aero Rifle Platoon and helicopter gunships would continue
to operate as a separate divisionel unit from Phu Loi, base cemp of the
lst Aviation Battalion. However, the 1-4 Cav HQ and the three cavalry
troops would now operate as a unit from field CP locations. Their rear
facilities would remain at Lai Khe base camp.

b. The presence of mechanized infentry compcnies operating northeast
and northwest of Iai Khe, allowed the 1-4 Cav to direct its attention
south. Utilizing the road network south of Lei Khe, it would act as e
quick reection force able to reinforce US or ARVN infentry contacts, or
initiate rapidly executed operctions egeinst elusive VC units through
its own mobility esnd firepower. Graduclly it would expend its area of
operctions and increase its efforts to neutrclize all VO elements in
the Division's southern 40. Coordinction with the 2d US Bde, the 8th
ARVN Regt, the 5th ARVN Div, and Binh Duong Province would be continuous.

2. (C) Situstion: =«. The basic mission of the Squedron wes to conduct
ground reconneisscnce, night patrols and convoy security operations from
the Ben Cat area (XT7433) to the Song Be Bridge (XT920430). However, its
area of interest encompessed Lai Khe Base Camp to the north and extended
23 km south to Phu Cuong, the cepitel of Binh Duong Province. Despite the
monsoon rains, most of the rocds which interlace the crea are passcble

to the Squedron's tanks znd ACLAVs (irmored Crvalry Asscult Vehieles or

frmored Personnel Cerriers); the lighter LACAVs can negotizte most of the
local terrcin cven in the monsoon season.

b. Within this area are elements of the Dong Noi Regiment and the C62,
€63, and C65 Locel Force Compenies., During the past two months, the 749th
Regional Force (RF) Company, the crack reaction and reconnaisscnce tompony
of Binh Duong Province, hed conducted successful ambush operations in the
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Operations fgainst Local VC Forces (U)

erea north cf Dinh Hoa Village (XT8120). The RF compcny commander, LT Tren
Van fin, hed identified the cmbushed enemy cs members of the €65 Local Force
Company apperently out on locel resupply missions. LT An clso estimated

thet o 065 bese comp wos located two km northeast of the village in a densely

overgrown Rome Plow cut area. The arean wes known to be heavily boobytrapped
with dud 105 cnd 155 shells and similer devices.

3. (C) Plan ning: a. On 30 Scp 69, the commznder: of the 1-4 Cav, LTC
John T. Murchison Jr., and elements of nis stoff visited Binh Duong Province
officiels ot Phu Cuong and coordinated with LT /in, the Province Senior
4Advisor, LTC Fleigh, ond his deputy, Mr. Gardirer Brown. Once US assistence
wes offered, the Province Chief was ecger to lcunch en operation against

the suspected base camp with LT An's RF Compeny in support. On 3 Oct 69,

a finel coordinction meeting wes held et Phu Cuong, and the 1-4 Cav com-
mander presented his plan of action. The plen was cpproved ond the fincl
details were completed. The operction would take plece the following day.

b. The Squadron Commender had conducted seversl zericl reconncissance
flights over the concerned arec. The flights vore speced over ¢ threeeday
period so thot the enemy would not be werned by increcsed cir activity. In
addition, these VRs consisted of high zltitu l¢ sweeps, 12-15 km long, to
avoid the tell-tele orbit over en areec of on impending operction. One quick
low-level reconnaisscnce one kilometer from the bose cemp wes necessory to
ascertain exnctly whot creas were passeble to the 50-ton tanks and to mea-

*“sure the height of the surrounding scrub vegetction., If the scrub growth

wos cbove the height of the 4CAVs, the denger {rom boobytrops would be sub-
stenticlly increesed. Fortunctely, the reconnaissance indicoted theot the

ground would hold tanks, and thot the growth was jwt egual to the height
of the ACALVs.

4. (C) Concept of Operation: a. On the morning ot 4 Scp 69, HQ elecments
of the 1-4 Cov znd Troups 4 ond C would move out froum AP sites north of
Chanh Luu (XT8232), and travel 14 km south clong highwey TL24, Troop C
would pick up the 794th RF Company ct Bung Dic (XT809218). 411 elements
would then sinultoneously swing scutheost off the highwy and asscult the
suspected cnemy base ccmp., 4 stream and gully line, ralctively free of
brush, paralleled the highway behind the bose cenp *hrea, The enemy would
be squeezed ageinst this terrcin feature. & hunter-killer team would zct
as the initial blocking force east of the base camp. The 3d platoon of B
Troop, positioned 4 km to the south on the Phu Cuong By-Fess (XT8216) would
be roady to move up the highways on either side of the terget area. In

eddition, a forward supply point was esteblished ot on LRV outpost located
south of Hoa Loi 2 et XT815224 (sec map, Incl 3).

5. {C) Narractive: a. Lt epproximotely 0845, the Task Foree moved off
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SUBJECT: 4fter Action Interview Report: Combined US 4rmor/RF Infantry
Operztions fgainst Local VC Ferces (U)

the road on two axis, C Troop, caorrying the 794th RF C:, on the s.uth end
4 Treep on the norih, The sospected buse coup locution wos approximately
two km from the road. At tuc fincl ccordin: ticn line, cbout vne km from
the road, the Task Furcc wes deployed on line. The tanks from each troop
were placed in the center, the ACLVs on the flanks, and the 794th KF Com-
pany mounted on LCAVs behind the tenks. The armored vehicles were approx—
imately 10-15 meters apart. As the line zdvanced through the thick, 7-8
foot high bambeco, brush, end grass to the suspected base camp location, the
tanks began a steady volume of 90mm cannister fire to clear the area of
boobytraps. Grenadiers fired a steady strecm of M79 rounds further in
advance, to detonate boobytreps, and fix the enemy in place.

b. At 0855, A Troop's Jeft) flank began to. detopcte boobytraps
and take small arms fire, indicating the cnemy base camp (vic XT829213)
hod been found (see Sketch Map #1, Incl 4). Imucdiately the northern
LCAVs end the tonks directed heavy cannister, M=79, and machine gun fire
on the enemy positions while the RF troops moved behind the contact ele-
nents. As the units assaulted, the cnemy attempted to esccpe to the north.
This development wes noted immedictely by the squedron commdner, who wos
located in the center of the cssoult line. On his instructions, C Troop
moved quickly behind the cngcged i Troop, positioned itself northesst of
the contact aree and effectively blocked the enemy escope route (sce
sketch map #2), Incl 4)., The task force, now positioned zround the bulk

of the onemy forces in a semicirculc, closed in, swept forwerd and destroyed
the enemy base cemp.

¢. From 1030 to 1130, the armored vehicles pursued the fleeing cnemy
soldiers cided by hunter-killer tecms, end the 3@ Plctoon of B Troop, which
had been moved up from the south., While C Troop and the RF Company pursued
north, 4 Troop moved through the base cemp and continued south. The hunter-
killer team and the B Troop platoon blocked all possible withdrawnl routes
(see Sketeh Mep #3, Incl 4). In the efternoon, the battle area wes swept

and reswept, uncovering more holes, tunnels, boobytraps zod miscellaneous
supplies.

d. Initiclly only the Squedron 83, MLJ Williem R. Wilson, was providing
ceriel support in z lirht observation hclicopter (LOH). However, as soon
&s the contact began, the LOH was reinforced by the Division's WLighthorse®
helicopter group. Lt the request of the Squedron Commender, the Lighthorse
commcnder directed hunter-killer tecms to block withdrewel routes and supep-
vise ~ "Dustoff" helicopters to evecuate the wounded. He also provided
the 1-4 Cov with & PSYOPS helicopter and cerizl transport for an IFW Team.
Ls o result, the PW. were immedictely exploited for tacticel intelligence
and the captured C65 issistont Flatoon Lecder was quickly pleced on the
PSYOPS ship to broadcast personal Chieu Hoi messages to his comrades in crms.

e. This successful operation took ¢ hesvy toll of the €65 Local Force
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Compeny. The final results were six cnemy dezd, nine enemy PWs, ond five
[X-4T7s, one 60mm mortar, 15x82mm rounds, four RPG-2s, ond four RPG-2 rounds
captured. There were three US wcunded slightly by RPG and boobytrap frag-

nents. No casuclties were suffered by the RF troops and no vehicles were
demeged in the action.

6. (c) Conclugion: a. The 1st Inf Div G2, OB Section held the strength
of the C65 Local Force Compeny ct approximetely 32 men. The estimsted com-
pcny engoged by the 1-4 Cav Tesk Force was completely decimated with 15
members of the C65 cccounted for. Equally significent, three FW- were
identified cs NVi codre, some of the first to be found in "Locel Force!

units within this spccific area., Confirmntion ond further eveluation is
now being undertaken.

b. Based on herd intcllisgenece, the well-planned, cuickly cxccuted oper-
ation was & complete success. The cction agninst the C65 is only the begin-
ning of & series of 1-4 Cav operations plenned in cenjuncticn with RF/FF

Forces and designed to clear the southern portion of the Division's 4O of
all enemy eclements.

7. (C) Recommcndction: The successful operction underlined some proven

techniques and pointed out new ones; © complete summcry of recommendations
is given in Incl 5.

,/’irff. //?’"//1>? /

5 Incls JEFVREY J. CLLRKE
1-Task Force (rgenizction (o) Captain Infontry

2-Sequence of Events () Cormanding
3-irea Mopld)

4~Tactical Sketch Mops€if)

5-Recormendations{y)
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Inclosure 1

1. General:
a. HQ, 1-4 Cev
‘b. 4 Troop, 1l-4 Cav

¢. C Troop, 1-4 Cov

d. 794 RF Co (note: the 794 RF Co wes not "attzched" but opercted in
close coordination with HQ, 1-4 Cav)

2. Sguedron Control:
e. 3/B/1-4 Cav
b. HiC Platoon (HQ 4CAVs/Fleme Plctoon /=/)
c. Lighthorse elements:
(1) C end C ship
(2) Hunter-Xiller Tcanm
(3) PSYWAR helicopter
(4) Two truoop corrier helicopters

d. Forwerd Supply Point (¥lame Tharower Unit, ammunition resupply for
90mm cannister, 50 caldber, 7.62 nnd M~79)

e. Dcrkhorse clements (D Troop, 1-4 Cov): one Hunter-Killer Tecom
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Inclosure 2

0706
0735
0800
0815
0845
0850
0905
0915
0915
1015

1040
1050
1110

1207

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
Sqcdn departed NDF for pick-up of 794 RF Comprny
Picked up 794 RF Compeny
Units erossed LD with 794 mounted on C Troop vehicles
Deployed ¢t phase line into esscult sweep formction
& Troop mede contact with 4P boobytrops ond VC; 794 RF Cc dismeunts
Lighthorse elements arrived on stoction; screened zlong gulley
C "rocp moved from the southern to the northern flonk tc block
Dustoff of L Troop WIL completed

Initial contact broken

L totcl of 4 VC werc KIL; 6 VC, 1 RPG, 1x60mm morter, «nd several
LX-47 rifles were copiured

Dustoff for onec US WI. (slightly woundel by bocby traps)
L Troop kills ancther VO ond copiures tne assistont plotoon lecder

issistent platoon leeder used in BSYO0PS helicopter to deliver direcct
plec to his comrades

C Troop coptured 2 VC (one wounded by fire), ond cne [K-47 rifle

1215-1515 Swept cnd reswept bocttle arec

1410

Lighthorse obtoined 1 VC KBL (BC) on southern flonk

1700 Terminoted operction; displeced forwsrd NAFs; ond requestecd night

ambushes in the area

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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INCLOSURS 4 Sketch Map %2
0930 seal
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inclosure 4 ;

ahay M 1

0900 contact

A TROOP
ACAVS

CONTACT
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INCLOSURE 4 Sketch Map *3
1030 ~ 1130 Pursuit

JARKHORSE

¢ TROOP
RF Co

PSYOPS SHIP w/
CHIZU H0I

A TROOP
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Inclosure 5 RECOMMEN DATIONS

1. When operating in populated areas, commanders must be able to ob=
tain, evaluate and use all intelligence from local GVN/ARVN sources.
Good intelligence was the key to this operatione.

2. Joint operations with ARVN or RF/PF troops should always be congide
ered, These operations increase the force dengity available and give
RVN military units valuable training. In addition careful joint co-
ordination and planning will assist the commanders in gathering intel-
ligence withoul meking ‘their intentions known %o the ensny.

3. The mobility of armored units is often limited by terrain and weather.
In the rainy season, & careful reconnaissance must be made to determined
exactly what ground can be used; weighing these limitations, commanders

should augment such units with enough ground troops to insure the accomw-
plishment ,of the mission,

4. Whenever possible, blocking forces should be positioned near terrain
features, such as gstreams or open fields, which naturally hinder hidden
or rapid enemy withdrawals., The initial blocking element should consist
of a Hunter-Kidler Tecam. The tcam should be backed up by an equally |
mobile, strong force such as the 1st Divieion's Lighthorse Team or the 1-4
Cav Aero Rifle Platoon. '

5. Massed cavalry troops assisted by aerial gunships can produce a tre-
mendous shock effect. BSuch an effect is desirable, but can only be
achieved if the operation is based on hard intelligence, is carefully
planned, and is rapidly executed. In this operation, the psychologicel
shock of the cssault sccounts for the unusual percentage of enemy who
surrendered.

6., The use of 90mm cénnister assault fires to clear boobytrapped arcas

is highly successful. Boobytrap wires were found blown away and smaller
boobytraps were crushed under the tracks without any damage. Cannister

also clears tunnel and bunker entrances, brush, bamboo, and keeps eneny

heads down.,

7. The immediate availability of IPW teams and special HSYOPS' helicopters
make it possible to gain and exploit tactical intelligence from cnemy pris-
oners. Such information furnishes direction for further sweeps while pris-
oners broadcast Chieu Holi messages over the immediate area.

8. Mobile armored units make the best use of mobile support units. In
this operation, the 1-4 Cav effectively used Division air assets for re-
connaissance, as blocking forces, and for control. The supporting forces
responded quickly to the rapidly developing situation and preventel the
cnemy's escape, The Lighthorse Team with one command and control heli-
copter, one P:SYOFS ship, and two 1ift ships, was an invaluable part of
this operation.

9. In joint operations, a colocated US/RVN CP is usu lly necesscry for
smooth control. The need is also apparent in armored operations where
quick reactions are necessary to exploit any given situation., In this
operation the Sguadron Commender was able to communicate directly with
the RF compony commander who was mounted on the Squadron Commander's
track,
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