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BATTIE OF 4P BaU BANG
20 March 1987

At 1150 hours 19 March 1967 A Troop 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, under
tne command of Captain Raoul H., Alcala, 095764, 3an Amtonio, Texas, was
deployed into the perimeter of Fire Support Basa 14 with five officers,
124 enlisted men, 20 M-~113 armored personncl carriers, six M-48A3 tanks
and three M=106 4.2 inch mortar carriers, Their mission was to occupy
and secure Fire Support Base 14. They moved into position at 1150 hcurs
19 March 1967 and organizcd a "wagon train® stylc perimeter defensc and
constructed "DePuy foxholes", This type of foxhole had overhsad covering
and two firing ports plac.ud at 45 degres angles {rom each side and is
named after its originator, Mojor General Wiliiam E. DePuy,

The intelligence information supplied Cartain Alcala indicated the
BalU BANG area was infestoed with local force guerrillas. These loccl
guerrillas had been conducting tax collecting activities and probes
against friendly forces in the area. Also, a well~trodden VC trail had
been pinpointed by intclligence one mile north of Bl BaNG. The captain
decided to use the 24 platoon, under the command of 1Lt Harlan E., Short,
05536968, to establish an ambush along the trail at coordinates XT780487,
at 1800 hours. While the 2d platoon was praeparing the ambush site, the
perimetar was realigned with the 1lst platoon, under the command of 1Lt
Roger A. Festa, 050531€3, Orange, Connecticut, occupying the western half
from 6 to 12 ofclock and the 3d platoon occupying the eastern half from
12 to 6 ofclock. B Battery, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery, under the
command of Captain Duane W. Marion, 05508032, occuried the center of the
perimeter. A 25 per cent alert status was initiatced and maintained until
enemy activity commenced.

The VC Probe:

The Battle of BAU BANG was initiated by a VC probe at 2250 hours
19 March 1¥¢7. The VC probe commenced with a herd of 15 cows wearing
bells crossing Highway 13 at a point 150 meters northeust of the perimetcr,
At 2300 hours, 19 March 1967, a wheel mounted .50 calibre heavy machinc
gun opencd fire on the northeast sector of the perimeter, The machine
gun was locatced on a berm of the railroad track which parallels Highway
13 thirty meters east of the highway. The initial burst of fire wounded
FFC Eugenc D, Rigsby, US56432117, San Francisco, California, in the leg.
Tank number 39, cammanded by Sph Eugene W, Stevens , US56423162, Santa
Cruz, California, opuned fire on the VC position with 90mm high explosive
rounds and .50 calibre and 7.62mm machine guns, The tank trained its
search light on the VC position, and tracks number 30, 32, and 34 blasted
away. Captain alcalas requested artillery fire from Fire Support Base 1l
and LAL FHE to fire 500 meters to the east of the cnemy position in order
to block the Vict Cang's escape route, Captain Alcala with the guidarce
received from his squadron commmder, LTC Sidney S. Haszard, 060457,
Necdham, Massachusctis, chose not to concentrate the mass of his firepower
on the cnexr position, The VC heavy machine gun sproyed the perimeter with
five blasts while rucciving . return fire., After this threc minute fire

fight the VC muchinc gun wes silent, and no further action resulted, During |

the fire fight on enomy .50 calibre trucer round struck a bax of C-4 on

track No, 34, an APC, causing it to burst into flames, Sgt. James R, Musick,
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RA52567690, St. Charlcs, Virginia, jump>xd onto the crmored personnel carrier
and threw the burning bex of C-4 off, burning his hands tadly. He was

wnder stesdy enemy firc, and one .50 calibre ro.nd destroyed the ¥-60
machine gun mountced on tor of the track. He jumped to the ground and
attempted to extinguish the fire with sand,

A reconnaissance by fire along the woodline was conducted by 2Lt Hiram
M, Jolfe II, OF109496, Louisburg, Pennsylvania, in track No. 36. He spaced
the intervals of fire at 15~20 meters and fired periodically for about an
hour, at 2310 hours Captain ..lcula reported to the 3-5 Cavalry nct control .
station, "Firing has ceased now, We are using infra-red to scan the area
of movenment., The rate of fire received was too rapid for an M-£0 and the V
bursts too long for an M-16.% )

1

During this lull th: 2d platoon remaincd on the ambush zite and went
to a 50 per cent alert; the 1lst platoon staycd at a 100 per cent alert,
because it had fewer vehicles; the 3d platoon went back to & 50 rer cent
alert; and the headquarters platoon, reinforeing the 1lst platcon, went to
a 50 per cent alert. Everything ~ppeared to return to normal.

The Battle:

The main Viet Cong assault begen at 0030 hours at Fire Support Base
1, with an uninown number of &0rm ncrtar rounds, rifle grenades, RFG!s
and roecoilless rifie fire, The initial mortar rounds hit Lt Festa's track
No. 16 wounding Sgt Sdward Brevell, US54380765, Port arthur, Texas,
According to S3gt Ronald R. Doklen, RA16499280, Madison, Wisconsin, the
VC heavily peppered the perimeter for scveral minutes with-about 100 rounds
of mortar fire., He belicved the VC were zeroud in well, because the rounds
were accurctely placed in and around the perimeter. It Festc said, "The
VC mortar rownds wei's coming from the west." Brigadier General James F3
Hollingsworth, 034155, Sanger, Texas, assistant Division Comuander - A,
1st Infentry uvivision, said, "Their mortar positions were located from
“1,50C to 2,000 meters west of BaU BANG in and around an old village that
had buun destroyed some time in the past., The murtar positicns were
located by radar from the Lal KHE artillery base. aAs I recall, during the
battle they (the counter mortar fire radar reported tc me that the mortars
were firing from the west. I understood the counter mortar radar played
an important role in plcidng them up. However, the tost accurate way
of piddng up the merters auring this battle was by the two artillery
observers that I had airborne at the time, who could sec the flashe from
the mortars. 1 think that e combination of both brought about the location
of the mortars.m '

about the same time that track No. 16 was hit, track No. 12 took direct
hits in the (ront and left sidc by a recoilless rifle round. A small fire
erurted inside, and soon the entire M-113 was engulfed in flames., The:
track commander, $3gt Clasper Mincr, Ri53092987, Junction City, Kansas,
cvacuated his three wourdad crew members to a nearby foxhole. SSgt Minor
recd.ved shrapnel in beth legs., It Festa evacuated these wounded men
from their foxhole refuge later in the battle,

During the initial attack, tanks No, 38 and 39 of the 3d platoon
were hit, Tank No. 38 was hit in the searchlight and then in the turret,
wourxiing thu tank gunner, Spk Ronald Davis, US54383541, Barnsdale, Oklahoma.
Tank No., 39 took hits in the sponson bax, thc blower motors, and the air
cleaner., No onc wes injured on tank Mo 39, and both tanks remained in
the battls,
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Buring the mortar and anti-tapk bombardment, Captain alcala maintained
contact with his scuadron commander. OSmall arms and automatic weapons fire
hailcd inmto the perimeter, and the forward movement of cnemy trocps was
detccted,

it approxim:ately OO48 hours Viet Cong infantry began a ground assaulb
on the perimcter from the southwest, west, southeast and northeast, The
assault from the northeast appcared to be only a diversion. The advancing
Viet Cong laid down a base cf firo and moved steadily forward, kecping
close to the ground, Captain Alcala said, "Their attcock was well coordinatod
with their mortar fire. Not umtil they came out into the open frem the _
treus did we realize how big an attack it was.? The men on the battlefield
observed most of the VO wearing black pajamas or fatigues of dark cloth.
Some VC had olive drab fatigues and khakis. All of the observable VC wore
Ho Chi Minh sandals, Lt Festa said, "Their weapons were clecn, oilcd and
well eared fore. Their ammunition was in plastic bags or bandoleer ammo
pouches, The ammo in the bandoleers was wrapped in olive drab plastic bags.
They all had cntrenching tools, cbout one pound of unpolished rice, and
most had M=l bayonets, Those¢ who had Mauser rifles had their bayonets
fixud for a charge., Their medics had a regular well equipped kit."

At 0050 hours Captain Alcala reported to his headcuarters that he
could handle the attack; however, he asked that a ready reaction force be
readicd in case it wes nceded., LIC Haszard acknowledged this request
and zlertod the lst platoon of B Troop and the 3¢ platoon of C Trvop.
. These platoons were instructed to move tc the arva and heok up with A Troop.
It becams ¢vident to the squadron commander, after ncticing the growing
size of the cncmy offensive, thot he should move his command elcment to
the scene of the battle. Captain alcala was given permission to alert
his 2d platoon, on the ambush site, to prerare for movement into the perimcter.

Second licutcnant Wolfc dutected VO movement in his 3d platoon sector.
Track No. 30, a 4.2 inch mortar carrier, fired night illumination into the
3d platoon area, The illumination 1lit the area effoectively 'nd mode it
pussible to sue VC trocps crossing the road in an cast to west directicn,
Lt Wolfe ordered his platoon to commence firing; the VC were stopred
suddonly by the stosdy volume of fire, Tho Amcricans noted that the VC
had failed to make their customary sounds of charge, bugles, and rebel
yells during their advance., Lt Wolfe said, "I think they were moving in
quietly under the cover of darkness tc mass for an all out attack con the
perimeter.”

The commandur of track No., 38, SSgt George Hua, RA29034003, Kona,
Hawaii, said, "I got two hits on top of my turrct from a 60mm mortar,
and two hits struck the gun shield below the gun tube from a recoilless
rifle, The cneny roumis glanced off and did not penetratce the armor.,
The shoek froem the exylosives popped open the hatch, weunding the driver,
Sp4 J.mes Cartor, US54372312, Cleveland, Texas, in the neck, chest and legs.
I tried tu cvrcuate him, but he refused to leave the wvchicle until I left.
Another c¢nemy round hit the blast deflector of the main gun, so we opened
firc with everything we could get our hands on,"

At 0100 hours Cartain Alcalc was informed that 2 flareship with mini-
guns, called "Spooxy 742", and a light fire tcam of hclicopter gunships
were available and would be in position shortly.

The cormunist trcops from the socuthwest werc now hitting the- perimeter
hard, Track No. 10, = M=106, radioed SSgt Dokken in track No, 17, and
said, "They are swirming all over my track; dust me with cannister." SSgt
Dokken hesitated; o was afraid of the effocts of the cannister on the
crew of track No. 10, Track No. 10 answered, "My people arc down, shoot!"
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38gt Flerentino Catudan, Ra50008329, Batac, Phillipines, commander
of track No, 10, hed a wounded man, Sph Richard B, Abke, US55894203, St.
Claris Shores, Michigan, Roalizing the seriousness of the situaticn,
Ssgt Dokken fired four or five cannisters in the direction of track No, 10,
The ccmmander of track No. 11, SSgt Rafael Ramus-Rosario, RA50109463,
Cxdira, Puerto Rico also asked for a dusting of cannister., Tank No 17 fired
a eouple of rounds of cannister to the fronmt of track No. 11, killing the
attucking Viet Cong., Once again SSgt Catudan radicud for hcl}‘. Hc was
pleading, ®Give mc your cannistor; they'rc still coming, Help me pleasel®
SSgt Dokken fired one cannister round in answer to SSgt Catudan's call,
wnen suddenly track Nc. 10 was hit by five wmortar rounds, and burst into
a ball of flames, SSgt Dokken said, "I could sec pcople 2ll around the
tracke I hopud the people arocund the track were the crew, so I couldntt
contimue firing therve I continued to fire on my scctor of the westirn
siie of the purimetere® Track No., 10 continued tc burn, while the woundcd
crew vscaped. The crew of this traock, Ne. 10 was SSgt Catudan, Splh Abke,
FFC Steve Lopez, US56425384, Freemont, California, and Sph Ted Taylor,
US64L000372, Chinle, Arizona, FFC Lopez was evacuated and later diud of
his wounds in the hospital, Sp4 Taylor, wounded with shrapnel in the back,
chose to romain on the bettlefield and did not tell anyone hc was wounded
until daybreak. The tracik burned for 15 minutes and thoen expleded, It was
then that track No. 17 spraycd the arca with additional cannister,

, At 0126 hours Captain Alcala received permission to recall the already
alerted 2d platoon from the ambush site to the beleagucred perimeter,
Bravo and Charlie Trocp clements, readied to fight, were ordcred to move
to Fire Suprert Base 14, At 0310 hours the 3-~5 Cavalry squadron commander
reported the following message to his lst Brigade, which was also under

* the operational contrel cf the lst Infantry Division: "a Trocp is being
hit hard. Have just sent reaction force., Also, they are receiving heavy
dismounted zetion.™

As the 2d plitcon, under the command of Lt Short, luft the ambush site
to go to the perimcter, they cxploded their previously distributed claymores °
and trip flares., The tracks and tanks of the 23 platoon then headed south
on Highway 13 to their troor perimster at top speed. They rut out
continuous bursts of .50 calibre firc tc ward off any would-be cttackers.
Lt Short said, "He dicdn't believe the VC fired on them on their way down
the highway® The 2d rlatoun filled in the gaps in the harc¢ pressed
southern half c¢f the perimcter,

Just rrior to thc rcturn of the 2d platoon, track No. 34 at the
northern rortion of the perimeter was hit by a recuilless rifle round which
penctrated the engine and entered tha troop compartment wounding Sgt Robert
A. Tydingeo, Ri50010144, Guam, His report to It Wolfe indicated that
although the track had been hit it was still opurative, Three minutes
after track No. 34 was hit, track Nce 36, with Lt Wolfe received a dircct
hit, Lt Wolfe said, "The shot hit my track in the rear, as I had previously
turnu! the trock to tho northeast tc get a better field of fire with my
#=60 mochine gun on tho attacking VC troops. The round punctrated ny track's
right rear fender and left a big hole, By that time the VC were too close
to my line of tracks, so I moved my line of tracks about 25 or 30 meters
back toworc the artillery pesitions,® As the tracks moved back to realign
the perimetcr, track No. 16 rumained stationary. He had lost communications
temrorarily. It was Ol15 hours when the castern half of the perimeter
completed the realignment.
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It Wolfe's track, No. 36, was hit again with an RFG-2 wounding the
entire crew, including It Wolfe, The track had become tanglcd in the
defonsive barbed wire, The track cntangled itsclf and was now given
rrotection by tracks 33 and 35 on its flanks, Upon gaining its new position,
the woundod were evacuated to the medicel clearing tent that had been
erceted in the center of the perimetcer. The center area provided enough
elearance for a helicerter to land,

4s soon as the 2d platoon sccurcd their positions in the perimeter
they wore hit with recoilless rifle and grenade fire, It Short said,
wihen I pullad into rosition my platoon pulled into the souths Then I
got a czll from Captain alcala to move a couplc of my ulements to the
north to £ill a gap thet existed therc, I called my platocn scrgeant to
rosition the rest of the tracks. I took my tank, No. 27, anc tank No, 29
to a pesition in the northeastern part of the perimetcr fecing north.
Then I got a call from Czptain Alcala to extend the perimeter. I pulled
my tenk up about 35 tc 40 meters cue north., As I wzs moving forward the
searchlight of tank Ho. 29 was hit by a recoilless rifle round, He
continued to fire back at the Viet Cong, and while I was moving with him
I was hit on the gunshi.ld by a rsccilless rifle round. The shock of the
round knoeked out the track driver as he halted the track. Two more rounds
hit and penctrated the loft side of the turrct wounding the gunner, Sph
Richard L. Hill, US54381969, CGoldsboro, Texas,™

Massive quantitiss of artillery firce were employed «(during the battle.
Brigadier General Hollingsworth said, "We continued tc press the attack
with artillery from Lil KHE, We had a battery of 105mm howitzers, A Battery
of the 7-9 Artillery, a corps artillery elument; ~nd i Battery of the 8-6
artillery, from the lst Infantry Division, which is a 155mm self-propelled
artillery undt, During the preparationand firing of artillery into the -
wnoiy position, ond the intensifiention of our own fircs on ths perimeter,
we started setting up airstrikes. We called for the air Force flare ship,
commonly known as "Spooky." At the same time, we called in our own light
fire tezms to augment certain parts of the perimeter, and by about 0200
hours in the morning we had artillery covering the west and the southwest
sides of the purimeter, We had gunships covering thu cost side of the
perimeter."

it about 0145 hours, the 1st platoon of B Trocp, 3~5 Cavalry arrived
at the position. On their way down Highway 13, at Ol43 hours, they
blasted their way through an ambush hestily set up just north of the
perimuter. The 3d platoon of C Troup, moving up from the south, also ran
through 2 Lirrage of enemy fire before reaching the perimeter of Fire
Surport Base 14, Both cavalry units moved intco the perimeter without
suffering any <omage or casualties,

The 3d platoon of C Troop was attached to A Troor ot 0127 hours,
ot that time, Captain Alcala had the platoon deploy on a cavalry swecp
1,500 meters south of the perimeter, They turned off Hijhway 13 and
}roceeded to the west in an echelon-right fecrmation, firing north as they
novod, The Viet Cong were using a sector of the old rubber plantation
for assembly orcas to concentrate their attacks on the perimeter., When
the ez 7 pdotoon moved into o position to block along the sector of
rubber frem the south toward the north, Captoin aleolz had the platoon
sit in that pusition for about 20 minutes. Then he moved this armored
foree in a sweep through very light jungle to the west and then to the
northwest to come around to a position that was 1,500 metcrs to the southwest
or 7:30 otclock from the purimeter, Again the armored force fired at the
VC in the direction of the perimetcr as they moved, While they were at
this position southwust of the perimeter, airstrikcs were due to come in
and Cartain Alealzs gave the platoon urders to double back and proceed to
the southeast curner of the perimeter, This platoon closed into the
perimeter arca at 0220 hours,
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When the B Troop element arrived, they moved around to the south,
just cutside of the perimeter, shooting as they went, Then they moye:'d
inside the perimetor and occupied positions between the A Troop vehicles
on the western half of the rerimeter from é to 12 o'clock. When the C
Tro. p ¢lement cleosed the perimeter area they, tou, swert around the area
firing at the stunned Vict Cong as they meved, They then meved into
pcsitions betw.oen the . Troop vehicles on the eastern half of the
perinmeter, from 12 to 6 o'clock.

it this point the porimeter of Fire Support Base 1k contained B
Battury, 1-7 artillery, all of A Troop, 3-5 Cavalry, the lst platoon of
B Trocp, 3-5 Cavalry, and the 3d platoon of C Troor, 3-5 Cavalry. This
was a large amuunt of armor for the size of the rerimeter, and Cagtain
Alesla decided to oxpand the perimeter., The armered force all arcund the
perimetor ccunter-asttacked at about 0220 hours to regain the 40 meters
that had boeen lost from the original pordieter,

The number 10 and 12 tracks had been burning all this time., It Festa
moved forward with two =113 tracks to cvacuatc the weunced pen who were
lying in a hole ncar the burning vchicles. During this time the southeast
corner of the jerimeter was under heavy attack., Lt Festa said, "On top
of the burning artored jersconnel carrier I found three VO trying to get
the .50 calibre machinu gun off., I shot two of them, and Sp4 Abelardo
Penedo, USE6001401, Long Beach, California, on the No. 24 track told me
he got the cther one." .3 tracks No. 21 and 24 moved forward they saw
five Viet Cong attacking the foxhole containing the wounded men from
tracks No. 10 and 12, The attacking VC w:re immediatcly taken under fire
and killed, Sp4 Funcdo and Lt Festa jumped from their tracks and ran
over to help recover the wounded, 83gt HMinor was one of the wounded, He
was placed inside Lt Fosta's personnel carrier, The weunded were then
taken back to the medics, This evacuation of wounded under fire began
at about 0245 hiurs and lasted until about 0315 hours.

ot the same time, the squadron commander, LTC Haszord, in an M-113
and fcllowed by another M-113, moved up Highway 13 and drove into the
heavicst rart of the Viet Cong attack, where a scal of US artillery fire
had been jlaced. a8 the squedron commander's track came within sight of
the jcrimeter, his vehicle was struck by either an artillery or a
recoilless rifle round., The round knecked out his engine and killed his
right punner, Twe minutes earlier LTC Haszard had becn acting as the
right gunner,

Cartain ileczla, on secing the squadren commancer's track stopped by
a direct hit, sent a tank, No. C~37, farward tc assist in the rccovery of
the danaged M-113, Brigadier General Hollingsworth obserwed the action
and sald, "LTC Haszard performed a very gallant act under fire when he
dismounted his vehicle and proceeded to move the escort vchicle into
position to tow his damaged wvohicle into the perimeter., 1 discussed with him
at that time the importance of his getting into the perimeter and getting
tied in with the A Troop commander, Communications at this time are very
vital to the success of a battle, and I was rarticularly intercstec in
his ,stting inside the perimetor so that in case the trovop ccmmander's
commnications were knocked vut, I would still have communieations with -
the forces on the ground,®

When LTC Haszard's track was knocked out between the pcrimeter and
the road, he didn't believe the VC were as clcse to the perimeter as they
actually were., Even Captain Alcalz didnt't believe thc Viet Cong were
near the area whorc the squadron cormander®s track was stopped.s Captain
Alcala's eannister rounds, michine guns, and high uxplosives had been
poundifg that area for about two hours. When LTC Haszard dismounted his
track there were VC in his immediate area which he had to ward off before
he could hook his vchicle to the tow line,
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Just before the squadron comrnnder gbt his command track zmxi'group
intc the perimeter, Lt Short!s No. 27 tank tuok a hit from a recoilless
rifle rowd which penetrated tac turret, killing his loader, PFC James
Haggard, Ra25515472, lLoudsiana, and throwing It Short out of the tank.

It Short said, "I climbed back up on the tank, but I couldntt get my
driver, Sph Kenneth Miller, US55869005, Flint, Michigan, to answer; so.

I went up to the fromt of my tank to try to tolk to him. Wr.xile I was
standing there the No, 29 tank to my left called on the radio to my driver
and tolc him to back up., We then backed up the tank to 2 position

beside the medic's track, Sgt Stevens got off No., 29 track while Sph
Fenudo came over to help me pull my losder out of the turret. After I

got the rest of the eruw out of the tank I spent about 15 minutes or so
carrying the wounded from No, 44 track to the dust off area. Fenedo amd

I pot back on Nc. 27 track and blasted away at the W. Sgt Stevens,

whcse wounds were unknown to me at the time, got back omto his No., 29 tunk.
after I moved my tank back into the fight I «idn'4 recelwve any more eneny
rounds, The fighting to the south was quite heavy now."

Another VC round hit and glinced off the No, 38 tank of SSgt George
Hua, S3gt Douglas B. Casey, Ra54052578, Shreverort, Louisiena said, "I
told my driver to shift over to cover tank No, 38's position and to move
us into drect line with the VC gunner. The tanks blasted away at the
VC anti=tonk position, Then tank No. 38 took ancther hit which took the
+% ealibre machine ;un out of SSgt Hua's hands, SSgt Hua then returncd
back to his curcla and told me he was okay. We both fired at the VC
reccilless pusition and knocked it cut,® The timc was now about 0300 hours
and the VC commenced another attack in the southern sceter of the perimeter,

It apjeared to Captain alcala and his trocps that this attack was
an attempt to recover VC budies, Thay noted that the VO trucps were
attacking in a line of skirmishers, but immediately behind thum were
unarmed troops with ropes and wire with hooks to recover the bodies left
on the battlefield, The attacking enemy forece got almost as close as on
the other attacks before being stopped abeut 15 meters in fromt of the
rerimeter, .cain, the attacking VC got too close for Lt Wolfcts platoon
to continue to deliver effective fire with their tank guns. So again, -
the line was rulled back on thc easturn side of the yerimeter 20 mvters,
and , again, after the VC were killed the line was reorganized and the
original rositions retaken,

During this attack at 0300 hours, airstrikes and "dragon ships" were
employed on the attacking Viet Cong. The airstrikes werc to continue to
pound the Viet Cong positions until about 0700 hours that morning.
According tc Coptain Aleala, "The initial airstrikes were from south to
north on the uast side of Highway 13, It appcared at that time that the
source of the attacks was in the east to northeast sidc of the highway.
There was 2 burm by the road and a railroad bed that was used for ccover
and concealmunt by the VC. Also there was goud Jungle foliage for
conccalment, and there was a creek bed which the VO coull use for limited
cover., Subssquent alrstrikes hit the rubber treec line tc the south of the
rerimetor. The lator attacks actually broke up the Viet Cong attacks and
causcd the wvnemy to stop attacking and fall back in the southeast, In
other 1lacus along the 360 degree perimeter the Viet Cong could not easiy
fall back bocause of the large amount of oren spacc they had to cross., as
a result, those VC who tried to withdraw in the wcst, north, and northeast
were cut down by the large volume of fire direccted on them. The southeast
corner offorcu thom the only good route of withdrawal., after about 30
minutes of airstrikcs on the north~south axis east of thc porimeter, the
airstrikes shiftced to an easte-west axis south of the rerimeter and continued
there until 0400 hours,
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During the battle, resupply and dust off missicns were made by the
1st Infantry Divisicn ;peraticns center under the dirccticn of LTC Foul
F. Gorman, 062379, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, 1st Infantry Division.
also, during a battle of this scalc, the 0 calibre and 7.62mm machine
runs expend ammunition wery heavily. Lt Wolfe said, "My ammo was cetting
low at around 0345 hours, I had about 700 rounds of .50 calibre ammo,
and about 1,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammo left after the main assaults were
beaten back. I had originally a trirle baslc load and had fi?ed over
two loads. The VC had backed off in other sectors of the jerimcter, but
they had not donme s¢ iR my sector, :s the ground to the sogtheast had
many h-les and dips which made movement in this scctor easiest for them.
ilso we now eecuricd the weakest jart of the perimeter, as all of my
treok8 had been hit and almest all of our weapons were not functioning,"

Just prior tc OL45 hours, the resuprly and evacuation of the wounded
was completed, "at about 0330 hours in the morning the VC fire slackened
off to the roint that I felt that I could first get the wounded out," szid
Brigadior General Hollingsworth, The general went on to say, "I want to
state that one of the impertant peints in this battle was t-at the artillery
and the airstrikes continued during the evacuation of the woundeds Of the
63 men wounded we evacuatud 26. Many soldiers were cnly slightly wounded,
and ther chose tostay in their positions monning their wearons during
this battle. In the meantime, my jiédgement indicated, from past experiences
with the VC, that there is no question that this was a regirental size
attack,”

4t 0500 hours the Viet Cong began to launch their final attack, from

the south and scutheast, At that time, a CBU airstrike by F-100's started

to come in from east tc west in the area scuth and southeast of the perimeter.
at the same time, the artillery continued to fire esst of the 84 grid line,
Following the CLU attack a napalm airstrikc was placed in the same goneral
area, Artillery fire was also shifted to fall to the ncrth of the perimeter,
to cover possible escape routes northeast of Highwa: 13 along the railroad
tracks, the stream bed, and the trail.

at 0500 hours the airstrikes were brought back into the areca to break
up the concentration of VC tr~ops in the rubber trees. 3calizing that
the VC werc assembling in the rubber for a final assault, Brigadier General
Hollingsworth asked LTC Gorman to stack at least four flights of air
support to be rcady on staticn at 0500 hours, During the night the general
yplanned to move the air attacks from the cast across to the southern part
of the scctor, bringing in napalm and CBU., The gencral then planned to .
move them across the scuthwest and finally, wark CBU, napalm, and bombs
along the western sides of thc sector, while moving the artillery further
to the west into an area to which he expected the VC to withdraw, The
general said, "I chosa to move the airstrikos at OL50 hours, I shifted
the artillery to the west, and 1 becgzn the airstrikes acrcss the southern
rart of the rerimcter with the idea in mind that I'd move them to the
southwest and then to tho west, It Just so hajpenod that the final asscoult
of the VO started at 0500 hours, With the assistance of flares and tank
scarchlights that were shining in the area, we could sce the assault mounting,
Thirty seconds sway from the area in which the final assault was to occur
and 1ii1 occur were two F=~100*s ready tc deliver CBU, .s the VC pot up te
make their final assault, they were met by the CBU from the F-100's,®

Captain alecals and Lt Wolfe saw one of the F=~100%s making 2 pass from
east to west, Lt Wolfe saidl, "I saw the CBU explode while he was on top
of it. He 1robably rcleuscd it too soon," Captain aleale said, "He tried
to gain altitule by banking to the lcft and then up., The aircraft went
into what looked like a stall position when his engine quit. He then crashed."
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It Wolfe said, "During the CBU attack the F-100 that crashed made his run
at an altitude of unly 50 fuet nbove the trees. Brigadicr General
Hollingsworth's comuent was, "We lost in the battle one F-100, and I am
not certain whether the aireraft was shot down or it doveloped scme -
mechanical yroblom, The final zssault on the VC, however, was ended, and
the small arms fire from the VC ceased, The battle was now left to the
airstrikos and the ortillery fire."

The F-100 craghed 2,000 meters east-southeast of Fire Support Base

14's perimcter at coordinates XT830L47. At about 0815 hours C Troop,

1-4 Cavalry tried to land their helicorters at the erash site, but heavy
enemy rround fire forcod their helicoptors to take altitude without grounding
the trovps. Obscrvations made by D Troor 1-4 Cavalry perscnnel were that

the P~100 pilot's jarachute opened when he hit the ground, at about 0900 '
hours, after a light firc tecam had worked over the area, the troops landed |
at the crash sitc and reccvered the dead pdlotts body. '

at 0700 hours the final airstrike was placed on the withdrawing Vict
Cong. Brigadiur Gencral Hollingsworth then landed at Firc Support Base
1, and met with ITC Haszard, Instructions had already been issued to the
cavalry at Fire Suprort Base 14 to move out at daybreak to attack in order
to pick up the wourkled, the prisoners, the abandonud weapons, and to count
the duead, at 0947 hours C Troop l=4 Cavalry went under the operational
contrcl of the lst Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, which at the time of
this tattle was under the opcrational contrcl of the BIG RED ONE, C Troop
1-4 Cavalry then assumcd the mission of A Troop 3~5 Cavalry., ‘

After the battle was over, LTC Haszard delivered to the men who had
taken part in the battle the following message, "I am extremely proud of
overy man in this unit for their actions last night. However, there arc
still many VC in the area., Thereforc, you must takc all proecautions,

I wont you to have reaction forces reedy for all elements in the way that
you did today. I must hove any wearons that have been claimed as souvenirs,
They will be rcturned, I promisc. Sweep orerations tomorrow must be done
thoroughly. Insure thot rerimeters tonight are the best rossible.®

after the battle was cver, at 1210 hours, Brigadier Gencral
Hollingsworth pave the following message to the 1lst Division G=5: "Print
up news louflets addreased to Commanding Gencral, 9th VC Division telling
him that his battalion commanders and regimental commanders of the 273d
VC Qegiment have left the tottlefiesld covered with dead and wounded and
that we don't ccnsi-.er this very soldierly. We intencd tc bury his dead
for him, but wantsd him to know what his commanders did, so he can take :
disciplinary action,® Brigadier General Hollingsworth knew that the VC |
have self-criticism pregrams, and they discuss such things as how well
the battalion commander, the compzny commamdcr, and the rolitical officers
ave narrermed in battles., During Operations CEDAR FALLS and JUNCTION
CITY, he ncticed that several battalion commanders had been reduced in
rank aleng with the ;oliticzl officers because they hail left dead and
wounicd on the battlefield,

iusults:

The Battle of AF RiU BaNG I1 resulted in the following losses: 227
VC KIa (BC), and 3 VC WIA cartured., Capturcd cnemy couipment included:
1 Chicom type 57 machine gun, 1 Chicom type 58 machine gun, 1 Chicem type
56 machine gun, 1 Chiccn type 50 sub-machime gun, 2 Chicom 56 rifles, 2B-40
rocket launchers, 1 US Bul, 2 AK-47's, 74 Chicom grenadcs, 1,185 crimp
cartridges, 33 riflc prrenades, 1 US grenade, 37 K50 magazines, 8 Bil
magazines, 19 .iK~47 magazines, 10 B-40 rouckets, 2 57mm rounds, 3 75mm rounds,
9 drum magazines for Chicom 58, 1 basc rlato 6Omm mortar, 2 lbs TNT,

9

CCHFIDENTIAL

[ Dectassiien 3
Aetbusity @2 '
R s 0t 750 ~

———r———.




COMNFIDEA T A ¢

16 hammocks, 3 VC gas masks, 26 canteens, 7 ponchos, 1 lantern, 2 machectes,
1 grappling hook with a 50 foot rope, 1 US bayonet scabbard ,.10 pistol
belts, 1 field pack, 18 cntrenching tools, 3 picks, misc individual
clothing, and 15 lbs of documents. Destroyed cnumy equipment was 1 B-40
rocket launcher, 1 Ti~312 tulerhone, 1 B=40 ruund and 231 uniforms.

Captured vnony prisoners identificd the attockers as the 2d and 3d
Battalicns of the 273d VC Regiment and one loeal guerrilla company., US
intolligonec belicves that the cntire 273¢ Negiment took part in the attack
on Firc Suppert Basc 1k,

Fricndly lesscus during the battle werc 3 US KHA and 63 US WHA (26
evacuated). Friendly cquipment dustrcyed was 1 M=113 and 1 M-106.
Friendly cquipment damaged was 5 M=48.3 tanks and 11 M-113 AFCls,

In support of the US forces in Fire Support Basz 14 was an overwhelming
amount of artillery and airpower rlaced cn the attacking VC forces, There
was a total of 29 sortius flewn, drcpping 25 tons of ordnance on the Viet
Congs The artillery fired 2,148 rounds of 105mm, 686 rounds of 155mm,

39 rounds of 175mm, and 69 rounds of 8 inch howitger ammuniticn.

The following statistics reflect the amount of ammunition expenditure
of the 3-5 Cavalry elements at Fire Support Base 14 during the battle:

a Troop 3«5 Cav ist FPlatoon C Troop 3-5 Cay

1. 30 trip flarcs 1, 20 rds 4.2" illum,

2. k0 claymores : 2, 15 rds 90mm ccnnister

3. ng rds 0“5 cal 3. ‘} rds 90rm HE

Lo 00 rds LOmn !4"79 lh 5,@ rds .50 cal

5 34,000 rds .30 eal 5. 18,000 rds 7,.62mn

6, 42,000 ris 7.62mm 6. 8 white flarcs

7. 19 rds 4.2% i1lum, 7. 12 fragrentation grenades
30 m Ns 1&02“ WP

9. 6,880 rds 5,56mu : 1st FPlatoon B Troop 3-5 Cav
10, €0 riis 90mm cannister
11. 20 rds 90mm HE 1. 105,000 rds .50 czl
12. 1 rd 90mm HEAT 2, 2,000 rds 7.62mm

3. 7 rds 90mn WP

4. 29 rds 90rm HE

5. 54 rds 90rm cannister
6., 2 dases M=79 rds

7. Yl case 5,56mm ammo

analysis:

Brigadier General Hollingsworth gave the following summoticn of the
action: “Thc 3~5 Cavalry had been in-country only about two or three months s
and the battle at BAU BANG proved to be a very fine action on the part of
the new unit. It was their first major bottle, We found when we cxamined
the documents on the dead and interrogated the wounded rrisoners that , 28
I had suspectud, the attacldng VC forecz was the 273d VC Regiment, I
understand that the G-2 has now identified all three of the battalions,

The problums we had during the battle werc not unusual ones., We had
sume trouble with communications, which arc vital. Though our casualtics
ware light, we uncovntered a few rroblems in redistributing the AFC!s and
the tanks to fill the holes that occurred in the line. I think that only
three of owr mun were killed, and about €3 wounded, of which we had to
evacuate cnly 26.
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There are threc factors which accouunted centirely for our success in
this battle., First, there is the groat bravery and the ccurage of the
young american draftcc-soliier toc stand and fight. Second, there ia the
massive use of artillury., Third, there is the massive, accurate, and
devastating use of tactical air suprort. There is no question in my mind
that battles here are won because of the massive use of artillery and
tactical cir support, I think that in this type of battle, more VC are
killed by machine gun and small arms fire when they attack a cavalry unit
than if they had been attacking an infantry unit, This is understandable
becausc we have a greater number of machine guns in a cavalry troop."

/@ Gsom E. cmarfrom, J‘z.

Captain, Infantry v
Commanding

2 Incl
1. Map Sheet 6331 IV S (Series L8020)
2, Battle Sketch
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