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At 11SO hours 19 Mnrch 1967 A Troop 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, wer 
tna command of Captain Raoul H. Alcala, 095764, san Antonio, Texas, was 
deployed into the perimetar of Fire Support Bas\! 14 with five offic ers, 
124 enllstod men, 20 1-1-113 armored personnel carriei"s, six. M-48AJ tanks 
and thre\! K-106 4.2 inch mort!.:&.r carriers. Their mission WJ,S to occup,y 
and secure Firtit Support B:l.Se 14. They movlo:lCi into position at 1150 hours 
19 .larch 1967 rux:l organized a IfYJ.gon train" style perineter defanse .:mel 
constructed flDo~ f02" ... '1oles". This type of foxhole had overh.cad covering 
3Jld two firing ports phc·..:d at 45 degre.:! a.nglcs f'rOlJl each side a.'1.d is 
na.:ned .1f'ter its origiootor, M.:J.jor General Willio.m E. DePtv. 

The intEtlllgto:ncliI information supplied CaFtain Alcala i.D:1icnted the 
a..U BANG area w:::s.s inrest.:d 'With local force guerril.las. These loc~l 
guerril1a.s had been conducting tax. collecting activities and probes 
against tricmd.J¥ forces in the Zlrea. Also, a well-trodden va trail had 
been pinpointod by intulligence one mile north of Bi11 B..alIlG. The captain 
decided to use the 2d platoon, under the command of lLt Har Um E. Short, 
05536968, to establish an ambush along the trail at coordinates XT780487, 
at l.8OO hours. WbUe the 2d pJ..'1toon was prapariI18 the ambush site, the 
perimeter was real1gntiCl with the 1st platoon, undur the command of lLt 
Roger it.. Festa, 05053163, Oro.nge, Connecticut, occuwing th~ western half 
trom 6 to 12 otclock and tho 3d platoon occupying th~ eastern half from 
12 to 6 o'clock. B Battery, 7th Battalion, 9th h.rtl.llory, under tha 
CQIIIMM of Captain Duane W. Marion, 055080.32, occut:led the center of the 
peri.Jl)eter. A 25 per cent alert status was initiated. and maintained until 
eneIrG" activity comenced. 

The VC Probe: 

The Battle of BlU &ril was initiated by a va probe at 2250 hours 
19 March 1'167. The VC probe commtmctiCl with a herd of 15 cows wearing 
bells crossing Highw8l' 1.3 at a point 150 meters northaa.st of the perimeter. 
At 2.300 hours, 19 !.fa.rch 1967, a wheel mounted • SO calibre heavy machine 
gun open\.d fire on tht.l northeast sector of the perimeter. The machine 
gun was locatoo. on a. berm. of the railroad track which parallels Highwny-
13 thirty meters east of the highway. The initial burst of fire wounded 
PFC Eugene; D. !U.gsb7, U8564.32117, San Francisco, California, in the leg_ 
T<lllk number .39, cCllllDBlXled by 5p4 Eugene W., Stevens, US5642.3162, Santa. 
Cruz, California, opmed fire on the VC position with 90mm high e..">Cplosive 
rounds and • SO cilibre and 7. 62mm machine guns. The tank trained its 
search light on t!te VC position, m1d tra.cks numbt;;r 30, 32, and 34 blasted 
awa:y. Captain AlcaL1. ruquested a.-tiller.r fire from. Fire Support Base 14 
.::.nd LA! r.:H:& to tire 500 meters to the east of thl.': uneDV position in order 
to block the Viet C~~IS escape route. Captain Alcala with the gui~~e 
rece1vedfrom his squadron cODllllllder, LTC Sidney S. Hasz.:lrd, 0l:/J457 , 
Ne",'Clha.m, Massachusetts, chose not to concentrate the. mass of his firepower 
on the cn~I!V position. The VC heavy machine gun spro.yed the Jerimcter with 
five blasts whil~ r,,;cciving . return' fire. After this thre,-, minute fire 
fight the VC ~~chin~ gun ~s silent, and no further action resulted. During 
the fire fight ll.Il emUIqy .50 calibre tr:J.cer round struck a box of C-4 on 
track No. 34, an APe, co.using it to burst into f~s. Sgt. James R. Musick, 
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Bl52;67bW, St. Charles, VL1ginia, jump . .xl onto tha ~.rmor·3Cl personnel c.:u-rier 
al1d threw the burning box of C-4 off, burning his h,).l1ds "csdl1'. He was 
under stesdy &"l\JllW firu, t.md one .50 calibre ro.nd dustroY"3d th~ If-to 
machina gun mounted on top of the tr~ck. He jumped to the ground and 
a.ttempted to extinguish thtl fire with sam. 

A recollllD.issancE: by t'i.rt! along tho woodline wo.s cOf'.ductcd by 2Lt Hiram 
M..~olfu II, OF109496, Louisburg, Pennsylvo.nia, in track No • .36. He spaced 
the intervals at fire at 15-20 meters atxl fired periodica~ for about an 
hour. il.t 2.310 hours Captain .• l.c.:lla reported to the .3-, Caval.:r:y net control" 
stc.tion, "Firing has ceas.;d now. We are using infra-red to scan the area 
of InOvetlent.Thl; r!lta of fire received was too rapid for an M-to and the 
bursts too long for an M-16." 

During tl-'J.s lull th~ 2d platoon remaint-d on the ilDlbush site and W"ant 
to a 50 per cent alert; tho 1st plD.toon st~ud at a 100 per cent alert, 
because it had fewer vehicles; the 3d platoon went baclt to c. 50 fer cent 
alert; c.nd the h~adqmrters platoon, reinforcing the 1st pJ..:i.toon, went to 
a 50 par cent albrt. Everything i~ppeart3d to return to norm.:U.. 

The Battlo: 

Tho ~~ Viet C~ng assault begen at 00.30 hours at Fire Support Base 
14 with an unknQ'WIl numbtlr of tor.m rilcrt.~ rou.f}(!s, rifle grenades .. RR}ls 
and recoilless rifle fire. The initial mortar rounds hit Lt Festa1s tr~ck 
No. 16 woundinb Sgt :!r,d:ward Bravell, US54380765, Port nrthur, Texas. 
According to S5gt aona.ld R. Dokken, lUU64992SO .. l4a.dison, .iisconsin, the 
va heavil;y peppered the perimeter for sever:).l I!li.nutcs 'Wi. th . about 100 rounds 
of r:IOrt~ tire. He baliE:ved. the VC wera ~t::ro",d in well, because the rounds 
were accurata13 pL'1ced in and ~ound the f€rirnilter. Lt Fdstc. said, "The 
VC mortar rcnmds Wt;i.·~ coming f!'om the west." Brieat"'ior GI3l1<::ral James F: 
Hollin&sworth, 0.34155, 5a.ngor, Te.."'Cas, i .. ssistant Division Comruander - A, 
lat Infantry iJivision, said, "Their mortar positions war", locatt..'<1 from 

. ~,500 to 2 .. 000 metors west of BAU B:i.NG in and arourrl an old. village that 
hru:i bl.; .. n destroyed some time in the past. The m ... ·rtar positions werd 
located by radar from the Llll KHE artilleq- base. AS I rt:call .. during the 
battll.;} they (the counter mortar fire radar) r~ported to me that the mortars 
were firing from the west. I understood the counter mortar radar played 
an irlp~ role in' p1~ tbP.m up.· However, the t:lO&t accurate ~ 
of ,piidnc UF the ~rtcrs auring this b.'lttle wc.s by the two artl.llery 
observers that I had airborne at the title, who could se~ the flashe fr~i.1 
the mortars. I think that a combination of both brought about the location 
of tht:: mortars. n 

,\bout the same time that track No. 16 was hit, track No. 12 took direct 
bits in thl# i'ront and lett side by a recoilless riflo round. A small fire 
eruptocl insid4i, QJld soon the entire H-ll.3 was olllUlfed in n~s. Tho' 
track commander, SSgt Clasper Hinor, RA5.3092987.. Junction City I Kansas .. 
IJvscunted his three woumad crew members to a nearby fox.l-tole. SSgt Minor 
roc..o. vcd shrapnel in both ltIgs. Lt Festa evacuated these wounded men 
:f':rom. th.;ir foxhole refuge later in the battle. 

During the initial att::l.ck, tanks No. 38 and .39 of the 3d platoon 
wera hit. Tank No. 38 was hit in th~ searchlight and th~n in the' turret , 
woUDding thu tank gunner, Sp4 Ronald Davis, US54.3S.3541, Barnsdale, Oklahoma. 
Tank No. 39 took hits in the sponson box .. the blower moters, and the air 
cleaner. No em!.:: ~s injured on tank f.10 .39, and both tanks rillDained in 
the bi:lttlQ. 
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Ouring th.:: T'lOrt;ll" and :mti-tapk bombardment, C:lpt<lin .acw ID<lintaincd 
contnct with his sCUll.dr~n c01!l!lrulder. Small arms and automatic weapons fire 
haill.:d into thG Fe~iJn,.;t\3r, and the fonra.rd rr.ovc:rrent of cneJ:\Y troops was 
dctl;octed. 

i~t appraximc.tc13 0048 hours Viet Cong infantry begDJl a grol.md :lssaul~ 
on the plll"~ter from the southwest, wust, southeast D.lld northeast. 'l'hc 
Q.ssault from the northeast appoared to bd on.l;y' a. diversion. The advancing 
Viet Cong l..3id dOl'm a base cf firo ~d. moved stea.W.~ forw-urd, ke~ping 
close to th~ CrGund. Captain Alcala said, n~heir att~ck ~.s w~ll coordinat~d 
with th~ir I!lortar fire. Not until they cnme out into tho f)r~n from the 
trcus did we roillzl.: how big an att.'lck it was." Th~ men on the b:1.ttlefi~ld 
observed most of tho VC wearing bl..:J.ck pajll.Illa.s or fatigues of dark cloth. 
Some VC had olive drab fatigues and khakis. All of th..:: observabl~ VC wore 
Ho Chi H1nh 8<ll1dals. Lt Festa scid, "Their weapons were cleM, oiled anc! 
well c~rcd far. Their ammunition w:lS in plastic bag::.; or bandoleer 31nmo 

pouches. The &I:IClO in the bandoleers WIlS wrapped in 011 vo drab plastic bags. 
They all ho.d cntr ... mchi.n£ tools, c.bout ont: poWld of tmpolished rice, tind 
most had M-l bayonets. Th..)so wh(' had Mauser rifles had their bayonets 
fi.x..;.J, for !l charge. Thcl.r modics had. a retular well equipped kit." 

At 0050 hours Captain Alcal.::t r~pc:ct~ tu his headquarters that he 
co~ handle th~ zttack; howevor, he asked that a rea~ reaction forc~ be 
readiud in case it ~s m.:ooed. LTC Haszard acknowledged this request 
and ~lerti.ild th~ lst p1:!.toon of B Troop :lIlt! the 3d pln.toon of C Tr'_'op. 

• Th\Jse pJ.ltoons were instructed to move tu the arl.>u and hook up with A. Troop. 
It became ~vident to thll sQuadron commandcr, a.fter noticing the growing 
size of the -.;:nc~ offensivc, th:l.t h.;: should move his command t11cment to 
the scenE; of tho buttle. Captain ~cala was giVtffi permission to alert 
his 2d }.latoon, on the ambush site, to prc!are for mov~nt into the per~ter. 

Second li.::utcnant Wolfe dotectt...J. VC movement in his 3d plato(m suctor. 
Track No. 30, a 4.2 inch mortar cnrrier l fir~d night illlllIli.nation into th~ 
3d pl.:l.toon <lrea. The illumination lit the area eff~ctivcJ..y 'md m.J.de it 
pYssiblc tosu~ VC troops crossing the road in nn cast to west directiun. 
Lt Wolte ordered his platoon to comm~ce firing; the VC were stopp;d 
auddonq by tho et~ vol~ of fir!:!. Tho AmlJI'icans notud that the VC 
had failed to make thl3ir customary soun:is of charge, bugles, and r~bl31 
yells during their advance. Lt Wolfe said, "I think tht.'Y were moving in 
quietll' umier the cover of darlmcss tc mass for an all out attack on the 
perimeter. I. 

The command~ of track No. 38, SSgt George Hua, RA29034003, Kona, 
Hawaii, s&1d, "! got two hits on top of ll\Y turrli:t from a 60nm mortar, 
and two hits struck th(j £un shield below tho eun tubl:l from a. recoilless 
rifle. The ~nCllV :,oUIllls glanced. off :md. did not penetratG the armor. 
ThE:; shock frum the <.:X;losivcs popped open the hatch, \"it'l.mding the driver, 
Sp4 J·...omes Car"tiJr, US54372312, Cleveland., Texas, in the neck, chest and logs. 
I tried to i3T1.cuatc him, but he refused to leave tho vuhiclt: l.mtil 110ft. 
Another I:ncnrr roun<! hit the blast deflector of the min gun, so we opened 
firt.: with everything Wd could (;et our hands on. II 

lit 0100 heurs C~rtain AlcaU!. W-lS informed that l!. flnreshir with mini­
guns, c:U.l.od ItSpooky 742", and .!l. light fire team of helicopter gunships 
were avail.:lblo end li".:.ci<l be in position shurtly. 

The cvrnmunist troops from the southw~st were now hitting the" perimeter 
hard. Trflck Ne. 10, :. M-106, r.:tdioed SSgt Dokken in tra.ck No. 17, and 
said, "Th~ are sl'nrming .:.11 OViJ.r ray track; dust me with camister." SSgt 
Dokkan hesi tatt=J i :1;'; was o.f't"llid t·f the t::ffocts of th\l cannister on the 
crew of track No. 10. Track No. 10 answered, Itltr people arc down, shoot!" 
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ssgt Florenti...'1O Catudan, Rit.50008329, Batac, Phillipines, commander 
of tr:J.ck No. 10, ~ a woun.dud J:J8ll, 514 1.ichard B. Abke, US5.5B9420J, St. 
Claris Shoros, Michi&m, itlJalizing the seriousn,::ss of tho.! situation, 
&igt Dokken firtXl four or five cannisters in the dirt!ction of tro.ck No. 10. 
The cOJlll8Ddcr ot track No. ll .. SSgt Imtael Ramus~'osario, R.~50l0946.3 .. 
Codra, Puerto Rico ilia o.skucl tor a dusting of cannister. Tank No 17 fired 
a cou~le of rounds at cannister to tha front of tro.ck No. 11, killing the 
attacking Viet Cong. Once a.gain SSgt Catudan radioud fl.Jr help. He was 
pkad1ng .. ItGivo ~ TOln" cannistor; thoy-trc; still com1.ng. Holp me plc:J.se!" 
SSgt Dokken .tired on~ cannister round in .:mewer to SSgt Catudan I s call, 
wn'-ln s~ddunl¥ track No. 10 was hit by five lOOrtar rounds, and burst into 
a ball ot flames. SSgt Dokken said, "I could sec J:.coplo all around the 
track. I hopud the r~oplc ,xround the tr3ck were th~ cr~w, so I couldn't 
continue tirinG thfJru. I continu~ to fir~ on l'l\Y s~ctor oJ: the western 
si.:!e ot tho p~te.r.tl Track No. 10 continued to burn, wl:d.lc the wounded 
crc..'W lJaCD.lXlu. Thw CI"\;;"W of t!lis track, No. 10 was SSgt Catudan, Sp4 Abko, 
FFC Stl".'VC Lo~z, US56425384 .. Frtl.:m1Cnt, California, and Sp4 Too Taylor, 
us6ltOOO.372, Chinle, Arizona. FPC Lor.oz was evacuated and latur di\.:d of 

" 

his wounds in the hospital. Sp4 T~lor .. wounded with shrapnel in the back, 
ch08~ to romain on the bflttl~field ~(: did not tell an;y-vne he liaS wounded 
until dqbreak. The trnck burnoo for 15 nd.nutes and then l!x:ploded. It was 
thtm that tro.ck No. 17 sprq~d the area with additional cannister. 

4t 0126 hours CaJ:tain Alcala receivud permission to recall the already 
alortoo 2d plAtoon from thtl ambush site to the beleaguered perimeter. 
Bravo and. CharUe Trocp clements, readied to fight, were ordCl"ed to move 
to Firtot SUJ)l:crt Base 14. At 0.310 hours the 3-5 G.:'lvnlry squadron cODlI!'fUlder 
reported the following message to his lst Brie;a.Cie, which was also under 
the operational control of thi:: 1st Infantry Division: "rl, Trocp is bein€ 
hit hard. Have just s~nt re~ction force. Ua." they are recoi ving heavy 
diarJ¥)untad action." 

As the 2cl rl:ltcon .. urxler the comr.and ot Lt Short .. ll.;ft the ambush site , 
to go to thu r-cl'~ter, they I.::X}Jloded their previously distributed claymores '. 
and trip £18:e8. Th~ tracks and tanks of the 2d platoon th~n headed south \ 
on Hig~v lJ to their troClp p.;;lrimater at top speed. They rut (Jut 
continuous bursts of .50 calibre tire to ward off rurr woul(;.-be attackers. 
Lt Short said, "Rt! dil!ntt believe th~ VC fired on them on their wa:r down 
the highway." The 2d rlatocn filled in the gaps in the hard pressed 
southern halt of the ~~rirnct~r. 

Just rrior to the return of tho 2d platoon, tr:lck No • .34 at the 
northern ~\.'rti0n of the perimeter was hit by a reclJllless riflc round lrhich 
penetrated. the eIl£ine and entered tho troop cOtlpartl11t;:nt wounding Sgt Robert 
A. 'l'yt!1neco, llilo;A>OlD144, Guam.. His report to Lt Wolte inJico.tt.>d that 
although th~ tro.ck had !;)ec!n hit it wns still opurativc. Three ruinutt!s 
after track No. 34 was hit, trnck No • .36 .. with Lt ilolto rticeived. !l tliroct 
hi.t. Lt ~tolfe s.nd, "The shot hit Illf trn.ck in the re!lr, ns I had previously 
turn",;! the track tu tho northOOIt to get a better tield of fire with IllY 
i·1-60 mc.ch.1n.. e1.m on th.a attac1d.na VO troope. The rcun<:! p.onotratttJ. r:r:f trQ,ck t 8 
right rear fender and left II big hole. By that time tht) va were too close 
to II\Y' line or tracks, so I moved IllY line of tracks about 25 or .30 meters 
back tcw~rc:. th~ a rtillery positions. II A.s the tr3cks moved buck to realign 
the pm°imetcr, track No. 16 rumoincd stationary. Hu had lost cOIIruuniciltions 
t.m::or3l"ily. It was 0115 hours when the eastern hill of tho pcriBeter 
cODl}.ileted the realignID.l..nt. . 
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Lt Wolte IS track, No. 36, was hit again with e.n ~fG-2 wo~ing the 
entire crew, inclw.ling Lt i{olte. Thtl tr~ck had become tanglcrt ~n the 
defensive barbed wire. The tr2.ck cntangled its~l£ and was now ~"'ivcn 
prot"ction by tra.cks 33 and 35 on its tl.D.nks. Upon gaining its new position, 
th" wounded were evacuated to the madics.l clearing tt:nt that had bcen 
eroctllCl in thIJ clJnter of the perimeter. The center area provided enough 
clearanco for a. hcllc.pter to bnd. 

ds soon a.s the 2d pla.toon secured their positions in thb purirneter 
the,r w~rQ hit with recoilless rifle and gr~nade firtl. It Short said, 
IfTHhcn I y::ullld. into r(Jsition r:T¥ platoon pull~l into thlJ south. Then I 
eot a c.::;,ll trom Ca.ptain .rt.lcalc. to move a couple of l:'\Y dements to the 
nurth to fill a gap that existed there. I C:lllod. ll\V platocn scrgc3.llt to 
rosition thl:l rt::3t ot tho trClcks. I took lIW' t.:mk, No. 27, and tank No. 29 
to a. pusition in the northeastern part .)f thtl i'~imetor facing north. 
Then I fot a call trom Captain Alcala t;. extend tho p.;rimetcr. I pullcc.l 
IJ1f tc.nk up about 35tc /.I) meters ,:ue north. As I 1ms movin(; forward the 
aiJarchllght of tank No. 29 WOos hit by a. rtlcoilless rifle round. He 
continuud to fire back a.t the Vit1t Cone, and whil.; I was tiOving with him 
I was hit on thlJ omshiuld by a rtlccUl;;ss rifle round. Tha shock of the 
round knocked out the tra.ck driver as he halted the track. 'l'w:l more rounds 
hit and pen .... tratetl the loft· side ot the turret wounding the gunner, Sp4. 
llichard L. Hill, US543S1969, Goldsboro, Texas.'t 

Ma.8sivtt quantities ot a.rtillery firo were euir~oycd (illring the battle. 
Briga.dior General Hol.l1.ngsworth said, "We continued to r-ress tho atta.ck 
w1.th artillary from Lt.! i"JiE. We had a battury of 105nm howitzl;)rs, A. B-3.ttery 
ot the 7-9 i\rtilloIT, a corps 8.l-tillery elv.r:to::ntj .::.00 .it.. 3att~ry of the 8-6 
it.rtillery, trom the 1st Infantry Division, which is a l55mm selt-propelled 
.'lrtille.r;r unit. 0urin6 the preparation and firi.ng ot artillery into the . 
• ,:.11\Jl:\j· position, ~nd the intensific:l'c1. on 01' our own !,ires on tha perimeter, 
we startEKl sElttins up airstrikes. We called for tho .. dr Force fl~e Ship, 
commonl¥ known as "Spooky. tt At the stlo"lle timo, we colled in our own light 
fire te~ to augment certain parts of the rerimetar, and by about 0200 
hliura in the morning 'W'O had artillery covering the \'/est anJ the southwest 
sid~s of the purimt...-ter. \Ie had gunships coverinr.; th", Oc.st side ot the 
perimeter. It 

li.t!J.bout 0145 hours, thti 1st pl3.toon of B Troop, 3-5 Cavalry arrived 
at tht: position. On their way down Highwn.y 13, at 0143 hours, they 
blast~ their way through an nmbush hc.stil;r sot Ul just north of th~ 
p~ter. Th.;: 3d. pl:l.toon of C Troop, mavine up from tho south, also l~a.n 
throut;h ~ lnrr3.t:;..:: or cnl3Il\V fir::! be.f'ore roachine the rerimeter of Fire 
Surport Bc..se 14. Both C.:l.va1ry units moved into th~ perimeter without 
suffering !ln~" dDJIUll;;3 or casualties. 

The 3d plo.toon of C Troop was attached to A Troor c.t 0127 hours. 
~",t th.:lt t~, Co.pt:l1n Alcala had the platoon deploy on a cavalry sweep 
l,m mtlters south of thu perimeter. They turned off Hi[hw;JY 13 and 
}:.roceedod tc.. tht-. lrost in an echelon-right fcrma.tion, firing north 'as they 
!1J.0V'.Jd. The Vit::.lt Cons were using a sector of tho old rubbt;r pL'Ultation 
for Ilssembq arG:lS tv concentrate their attacks on the I='crimcter. When 
th.:: c:::.vnlr;y p1c.toon moved into a. position to block along the sector of 
rubber frcm th~ south towa.rd the north, CaptD.in Ji.lC2.l..::. had the plat,jon 
sit in th~t ~vsition for about 20 minutes. Then h~ muvati this armor~ 
fcrce in a. sweep throuCh wIT llt;:ht jun£lt: to the w;:st lUld then to the 
northwst to COllE around to a. pOSition that was 1,500 meters to the southwest 
or 7:30 o'clock from the purim(.~er. iLCain the armored force fired at the 
VC in th~ direction of the perimetur as the:r mov\;..~. While they WE::re at 
this positiun southw..;st of the perimetar, airstrik~s were due to come in 
nnd Ca}:tain Al.cili e.ave the }:.l.n.toon vrders to double back and proceed to 
the southeast corner of the perimeter. This pb.tot'n closed into the 
por1meter area. a.t 0220 hours. 
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When the B Trl,)op el(;:ment arrived, they rnovod ;uoound to thd south, 
just outside of the i-oerin;t<3r, shotltilll as thuy went, Then they moved 
in8idd the )...er1.metor .:md uccu~ioo J,.usitions bt.;t~i\~en the A Troop v6hicles 
on the western half of tht:l fl;;lrimeter from 6 to 12 o'clock. ~1hen the C 
Tro. p ..:lemtmt closed the pcriIatlter ilrea they, to..:,., swoFt around the area 
tiring at the stunned Viot qOIlb as they Dl<.'v':.d. They then mcv3d into 
positions betw.:;en th~ .i.. Troop vehicl..:s on the eastern half ot the 
F~rim~ter, fro~ 12 to 6 o'clock. 

i .. t this t,;int the lo:orimeter vf Fire Support Base 14 contninod B 
Ebtt~j 1-7 .i~llery, ill of A Troop, 3-5 C3.valry, the 1st platoon of 
B Troop, 3-5 Cavo.lry, and the 3d platoon of C TrCt)f., 3-5 CaV";:l.lry. This 
was a large amuunt c,f armor fvr the size of the rerim.eter, and Ca}:.tnin 
Alc=U..a. dtK:ided to '.:xr:o.nd the ForimtEa". ThlJ armored. force o.ll around tnt;; 
pbrimetar c~untor-att-=koo at about 0220 hOllrs to r(;:£,ain the 40 meters . 
toot h3d b",dn lost from thd oriCinal r,;riwJtcr. 

The number 10 am 12 trucks had. buen burnint: all this timd. Lt Festa 
moved forward. with two t-i-llJ tracks to avacuatc thu wuun(:ed am who were 
~ in a hollJ ncar the burniIl( vehicles. During this t:im.a the southeast 
corner of the ].erimeter was under iu:uV".f attack. Lt Festa said, "On top 
of tho burning arnorud. fcrsonnel ca.rrit;)r I found three va trying to get 
the .50 calibre machinu om off. I shot two of them, und Sr4 Abclardo 
Penede, U566OO14Ol, Lone Beach, California, on the No. 24 tr~k told me 
hu get thlil other one. It .-..8 trtlcks No. 21 and 24 moved forward they saw 
fiv!..; Vi\i!t Cdlg attack:in( the tOxl'lOle containing thu wuunded men from 
tracks No. lD and 12. Tho attacking VC w·;;re itmtediato~ taken under fire 
and k1lled.. Sp4 FloInl..'Cio and Lt Fest3. jUJnrou frem t heir tracks and ran 
0Vur to help recev-..::r th..; wounddd.. SSgt }orinor was on~ of the woundoo.. He 
was pl:lcud. inside Lt Flleta' s personnel carriar. The 'wounded were then 
taken back to th~ mcUics. This evacuation of wounu(.."<l, unl(;r fire began 
~t .1.bout 0245 h.urs anr1 lasted until about 0315 hours. 

I.t thtt so.m~ time, the squadron comClander, LTC Ha.sz:Jrd, in an M-ll3 
and tcllowed by lli"1other K-ll3 j moved up Hifh'Wa.;r 13 and drove into the 
heaviost p~ of the Viet Cong attack, wtuare a seal of US artillery fire 
h.:J.d b",en llac",d. AS the sQU£.dron comnandlJr' strack C:I.lIte within sight of 
the l·urimeter, his v ... hiclc was struck by either an artillery or a 
recoilless rifle round. The round knocked out his engine and killed his 
right {,"UIlll.er. Two minutes earlier LTC Haszard had be,;n a.cting as the 
right emmer. 

Captain .u.cala, on soeing the squadron commander's track stopped by 
a direct hit, sent a tank, No. C-37, torward to assist in the rE:covery ot 
the riamged 14-113. Brigadier General Hollill£SW(lrth obstJMUc1 the action 
and s . .:dd, ItLTC HaSllarrl performed a very gallant act under fire when he 
dislIkIuntw his vehicle and proceeded to move the escort vehicle into 
pos1tivn to tow his uamagcd vohicle into the 1-"Orimeter. I tliscussed with him 
at that t~ the importance of his getting into the per~ter and getting 
tied in with the A Troo~ commander. Communications a.t this time are very 
vital. to the success of a battle, and I was rarticularly interested in 
his i~tting in8id~ the perimetor so that in case the troop c~mmander's 
communic~tions were knocked uut, I would still hava comnunic~tions with 
th~ forceS on tho ground." 

When I:rC Haszard t s track was knockoo out between the J:;crimeter an! 
the road, h~ didn't believe the VC were as close to the perimeter as they 
actuo.l.q were. Evun Capt,ain Alcala didntt believe tho Viet Cong were 
near the area whorc tho squau.ron cor.una.nder t 8 track was stopped. Captain 
Alcala. t 8 cann1stur rounds, mchine guns, am hi&h ~losi vas had been 
pouDd1t:ag tlmt area tor about two hours. When LTC Haszard dismounted his 
track thur~ were VC in hie 1mJnediate area which he had to ward off before 
he could hook his vehicle to the tow line. 
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Jwst bufore the squadron cOJ.'llll'l:llder gtlt his cor.1DJ.'lIlll tr:1.ck a..~ croup 
into thQ p,tri.rnt.:lter, Lt ihort I s No. 27 tank tc..!ok a hit fr .... m a recoilless 
rifle round which ~netrll.teJ taQ turret, k:Ul:i.ng hie loader, PFC J3Il'lCS 

Haggard, llA2551S472, Louisi:l.na., and throwing Lt Short out ,It the tank. 
Lt Short said, III cllmbed buck up on th~ tank, but I couldn't get II\Y 
driver, SP4 Kenneth MUler, USS5869005, Flint, Michigan, to answer; so. 
I went up to the tront or II\Y tank to tr:y to tcl.k to him. While I was 
sta.nd1rig there the No. 29 tank to D\Y hart call..:d on the radio to II\Y driver 
ani toU him to back up. We then backed up the tank to ~ position ' 
b"silic the D*1ie IS track. Sgt Stevens got off No. 29 track while Sp4 
P\Ul~o came f.)ver to heIr me pull Jqy loader out of the turrt.rt. Arter I 
got th~ rest of thl:! crt.:w out of the tonk I sront about 15 minut-:.s or 80 
ca.rr;ying the wounded t.rom No. 44 track to the dwst off area.. Fcnedo an:1 
I got back on No. 27 track 3.nd blastt..'\l away at the va. Sgt Stevens, 
whose wcunC.s were un\mo;;n to me at the ti.I:w, got back onto his No. 29 t;.:.nk:. 
ri.fter I moved lIQT tank b!lck into the tight I d,dn't rece! VEl nny.more enel!\V 
rounds. The fighting to the south was quite heavy now. tl 

Another VC round hit and glmced otf the No. 38 ta.n.1< of SSgt George 
Hua, SSgt Douglas B. Casq, RA5405257S, Shreverort, Louisiana said, "I 
told. nt' driver to shift over to cover tank No. 38's position and to move 
US into ilirect line with the VC gunner. Thd tanks blast<..>Ci 30~ at the 
VC anU-tnnk position. Then tank No. J8 took ancther hit which took the 
.50 eD.llbre machine tun out of ss~t Kua's h.:lnds. SSgt Hna then returned 
back to his curol3. and told me he was okay. We both tired at the VC 
recoilless ;. ... uaition 30nd knocked. it out.1I The time was now about 0300 hours 
and the VC COllDtmced another :l.ttack in tho southern secter ot the perimeter. 

It !lrrea.rt;d to CaJ..~.'lin iUcllla and his troc.ps th::tt this att[!.ck was 
an attQ1Di:.t to recover VC bodies. They noted that the..: VC trullf's were 
tltttJ.Ck1Dg in tl line of sld.rmishers, but imnedllLtely behind thum were 
UDarJIltad troops with ropes and wire with hooks to recover the bodies left 
on tho battlefield. The attacking en~ force (ot !llmost as close as on 
the other attn.cks· before belIl€' stopped about 15 meters in fl"Clllt of' the 
:r;erimeter. .'t.t:t.l.in, the attack1n( VC got too close for Lt l40l.f'c's platoon 
to continue t(J deliver eff~ctive fire with their tonk [UllS. So ag!lin, 
the line was pulled back on tho easturn side ot the ;erJ.1lleter 20 IlIkIters, 
am J again, attar the VC were killed the line was reort;anized and the 
orif,inal positions retaken. 

During this attack at 0.300 hours, airstrikes ant.!. "draron shirs" were 
eJDt.lo;y~ on the atta.cking Viet Cong. The airstrik~s warl;;. to continue to 
pound the Viet COn( positions until about 0700 hours that mornine. 
According tc Ccl.rt.un Al.ca.la, "Tho initial airstriktls wre from south to 
north ,m the ",o.st side ot Highwa1' 13. It a.n cared at that time that the 
sourc~ ot the attacks was in tho east to northeast sill0 t't the hichwa.y. 
Ther(.; was n b~rm by the road and a railroad bed that was usoo tor c(.ver 
and cvnceaJ.rI...nt b.1 the VC. Also there was gOvd jUl'lflc tolin.[oJ for 
concljalment, and there was 'a creek bed 'Which the VC coul:,:;. use tor liinitoo 
cover. 5ubs~QUent airstrikes hit the rubber tree line to tho south of the 
rurim.ct..;r. The In.t.::lr attacks actual.4r broke up the Viet COIlf attacks and 
caua~d thd ~eJI\V to stop attacking and fa.ll back in the southeast. In 
other l-lac..:ls alone the ,360 def.ree}:>erimeter tho Viet Cong could not easiy' 
tall back b.:;cause ot tho ltlrge amount ot oren space they had to cross. it..s 
a result, those VC who tried to withdra.w in the wcst, n".Irth, and nurtheast 
were cut down by th... l:lrgo volume of fire directed on theIl. The southeast 
corn~r ortOrt;t:. them thG onl,y good route of withdrawal. httor about .30 
mlnutes ot airstrikcs on the north-s.:>uth axis east ot the f{.;rimeter, th<: 
a1rstrikes shirtc<l to an east-west axis south of the perimeter ood continued 
there until OltOO hours. 
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During the buttle, resup:t:-~ and dust off missions w~re made by the 
lst Intan:t.l'7 Divisien oreratiene conter under the dircct1.0n of LTC Paul 
F Gorman 062379 Assisbnt Chief of St.3..ff, 0..3, 1st Infantl'7 Division • 
.Jeo durine; a battle of this scale, the .50 calibre and. 7. 62mm machine 
funs' axpend ammnn:ltion V'bry hea~. Lt Wolte soid, "IV aJIlIOO was catting 
low at around. 0345 hours. I had about. 700 rounds of • 50 calibre anmo, 
and a.bout 1000 rounds of 7.62nm ammo left atter the main assaults were 
beaten back: I had or1~ a triple basic load and had fi::ed over 
two lo3ds. The VC bad backed off in other .sectors of the Iarl.JOOter, but 
they bad not dona so ill. D\Y sector, ~.s the ground to tho; sQuthe:lSt h..1.d 
IlJ8.lJ.1 h'~los and clips wh:l.o.b..made JDOVeIQGllt in this sector ea.si.st for them • 
.;Uso w nc;w ..cupicd the weakest i·art of the perimeter, as all of D\1 
t1't..ItS had been bit and almcst all of our weaJ::ons were not functioning. II 

Just prior to 0445 hours, the resuprl;r and evacuation of the wouncted 
was ccmplotod.. RAt a.bout 0330 hours in the lOOming tho VC tire slackent:t1 
off to th~ ["oint thr'1t I felt that I could first Get the woUDi~d out," sdd 
Brigadier Guneral Hol.l.inisworth. The generaJ. went on to say, 'II wo.nt to 
state that onw of the important points in this battl\:) was t 'at tho o.rt1ller,y 
and the a.1ratrikcs continued durin£ tho evacuation of the wounded. Of the 
63 men wounded. we evacuat",<i 26. MD.ny soldiers were onl7 sl1£htl;r woun:icd, 
anU th(.'Y chosa to S:1Y in their positions JlUl.nlJing their weapons during 
this bo.ttla. In the tnellllti.me, 11\1 j,,:.a.geJIlCnt indicatee., from past ex""'reriences 
with the i1C, that thtirl: is no question that this was 3. rebinental size 
att:lck. 1t 

~\t 0500 hours tho Viet Cong bezan to launch thllir final attack, from 
the south aIll! southeast. At that t1.ne, a CBU airstrike by F-loo's started 
to CODW in from tiaat to west in tho are,'} south a nd southeast of the por1mter. 
it.t the S:uDO time, the artillery continued 'to fire esst of the 84 €rid line. 
Followinc the CBU attack a napalm airstrikc was pbct:d in t he same: [.eneral . 
area. ..\rtiller;y fire was also shifted to fall to the north of the perimeter, 
to covvr possible escape routes northeast of Highwa~ 13 alan[ the railroad 
tracks, the stream bed, and the trail • 

..-.t 0500 hours th\,l airstrikes were broueht back into tho srea to break 
up tha concentration of VC trr,ops in the rubber trees. q,.;alizine that 
the VC WE:lrc tlssembl.inf. in the rubb4oll" for a final assault, Brigadier General 
Holl1ncswnrth asked LXC Gorman to 8tnck at least four fli£hts of air 
su~~ort to be rc~ un station at 0500 hours. Dur~ the ni(ht the Gcn~ral 
flanned to move the air att~cks tram the east across to the southern part 
ot the suet or, br1ne1ne in napalm and CBU. The e~noro.l thl:n rbnnoo to 
move them a.cross the southwest and f1nnl1y, work CBU, napalm, and bombs 
alone the western sides of the sector, while moving the artillel'7 further 
to the west into an aNa to which be expected the 10 to withdraw. The 
a~oJ. aa£.d, "I chosIJ to mow the tJiratr1.koa at 0450 hours. I shifted 
the artillery to the 'West, and I bogan the airstrikos acrcss the southern 
J.K.U"t vf the rorimtlter with the idea in mind that lid move them to the 
southwest an;::. then to tho west. It just so haH'enod thc.t the final assc.ult 
of the VC startl..>d at 0500 hours. With the assistance of fhres and tank 
s~a.rchlie:hts that were shin1nt.: in the area, wo could S~E: the assault mountine:. 
Thirty seconds ~ from the aroa in which the final assault was to occur 
and U:,i occur were two F-100's real.ly to deliver CBU. .~s tho;; VC (ot up to 
ma..1{e: thtJir final ass:lult, they were met by the CBU from the F-100 18.-

C::.ptain ~cah and Lt Wolfe S:lW one of the F-100'8 mo.king' 9. rass from 
east to west. Lt Wolfe sai(l, 'II saw the CBU cJq:·lodu 1mlt.; he was on top 
at i~. H\;: lrobab13 rclc~~sl"Jd it too soon." Captain i!l.calc. Said, "He tried 
to gain altituUe by banldne to th.;; left and then up. The aircraft went 
into what look~d like a stall position when his engine quit. He then crashed." 
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Lt Wolte said, "Duri.n£ the CBll attack the F-lOO that cr~shed made his run 
at an altitud~ ot ~SO fo~t ~bovu the trees. Briead1~r G~neral 
Ho1l.1ngsworthls coJ:l:lell't was, "We lost in th~ bo.ttllii one F-100, and I am 
not. certain whether the aircratt was shot down or it doveloped some 
JDlitcha.n1cal rroblcm. Tht.: tirull tlssault on the VC, however, was ended, and 
the small arms .t'1re from thEl VC cetasoo.. The battle was now lett to the 
&irstrlk\Js and the ~lll3ry fire." 

The F-1OO cra.shed 2,000 met.ars east-southec.st of Fire Support Base 
14l s r~imDter at coordinates J:r830447. at about 0815 hours C Troop, 
1-4 Cllvllry tried to land their helicortars at tht: crash site, but hlotavy 
eneJqy c.round t'1re reread their he1icort~s to take altitude without [rounding 
the troufs. Observations maue by D Troor: 1-4 Caval:r:; lJCrsonnel were that 
the P'-1OO pilot I S rarachute opdned when h~ hit the rrounc. lLt about 0900 
hoUl's, aJ."ter a light tiro tt..::lm had worked ovur the -91"030, the troops landed \ 
at tho crash sit~ and reccverud the dd/ld r.ilot 1 s bodj. 

;"t 0700 hours the f1rull. airstrike was plD.ced on thu withdrawing Vi...:t 
Cong. Drigadi\:,;r General Hol.llngsworth than landed at Fire Support Bast:: 
14 and met with LTC Haszard. Instructions had a.lroo.dy been issued to the 
eavslr;y '1.t Fire Suprort Base 14 to move out at daybrvak to attack in order 
to Pick up tho wotl:mh .. -d, tho lriBoners, the ll.bandontdd wea!,ons, an:i to count 
tho J.\.lad. .t\.t 0947 hours C Troop 1-4 Cavalry went under th~ orer:lti onal 
centrel of the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry- DiviSion, which :Jot the time of 
this b:ltUe was u.nder the operational contrel of the BIG RED ONE. C Troop 
1-4 Cavalry then assUlllt...><i the mission of A Troop 3-5 Cavalry. . 

iller the battle wn.s over I LTC Haszard d\311 vered to the men who had 
t.3.kon rart in thu battle the tollowing 1OO8So.[0 I "I am extremely proud of 
overy man in this unit for their actions last night. However, there ar~ 
still ~ va in the ;,tre:l. Therefor~, you must take all J.rvcautions. 
I want you to h:lve re~ction forces reeqy for all elements in the way that 
yeu did today. I must Iulv-.; al\Y weapons toot have been claimed as souvenirs. 
The, will be rcturne-i, I promise. Sweep opera.tions tomorrow must be done 
thero~. Insure tl1c.t rerimeters ton:i.eht ar~ the best r08sible." 

... tter tht: battle W':lS cvur I at 1210 hours, Brigadidr Gcn~r:l.l 
HI)ll.1ngsworth eave thv tollowing messf:1ge to the 1st Division 0-5: "Print 
up nows lod'lets addrcss",>d to Commanding Genur1l1, 9th VC D1 vision tel.ling 
h1mtlult his batta110n commanders anU ree~ntnl commanders of tho 27Jd 
va 1'tcgi..mJnt haw left. tho b:!ttlefield covered 'With doad nnd woUI:lC!od ::m.:~ 
that we don't consi· :\)r this vt::ry- soldierly. We intend tc bury his dead . 
tor bim, but Wl'I-ntod him. to know what his commanu.ers did, so he can take 
discirlinar.r action." Brigadier General Hollin£sworth knew that the VC 
have sc:lt-criticism l,rq;r3.IllS, and they discuss such tlrlllfs as how well 
the battalion commarx:ler, the compt'-1V conrnanlcr, and the [oliticn.! officers 
hn.Vt.: !,!url'crmed in battles. During Operations CEDi\J.1 FJtiJ..S and JUNCTION 
CITY, he ncticdd that seTeral battalion commanders had been re~uced in 
rank 3l0lli. with the i. oliticcl. ofticers because they batt left deM and 
woUDl..x! on the battlefield. 

:~l;sults: 

The Battle of AF BAll Barl} n riilsulted in the followinr losses: 227 
VC KIA (Be), and :J va WIA caj:tured. Captured c.:nemy c.:qui.pnent 1oclooed: 
1 Cblcom. type 57 machine gun, 1 Chicom type 58 machine bun, 1 Chiccm' typt: 
56 mnchinf;> [l.Ul, 1 Chicotl t!'}>O SO sub-machirle gun, 2 Chicom 56 rifles, 2B-4O 
rocket launcht,;rs, 1 US a-a, 2 AX-47's, 74 Chic om erenad.:;s, 1,185 crimp 
cartridges, JJ rifllJ [rcnadGs, 1 US uenado, YI KSO ma[,azincs;. 8 Bf:.....1 
lDB€4zines, 19 :tK-47 ll'.IU.g3ozinesl·lD B-4O rockets, 2 57mm. rounds, :3 75DJn rounds, 
9 drum 1Dai411n •• tor Ch1aom 58, 1 bale rlato tom mortar, 2 lbl 'l'Nr, 
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16 hanJnocks, 3 VC gas masks, 26 canteens, 7 ponchos, 1 la.nt\)rn, 2 machett)s, 
1 sr~ppling hook with a SO foot rope, 1 US ~onet scabbard, 10 pistol 
belts, 1 field pack, 18 untrenchi.ng tools, 3 picks, misc inUivillual 
cloth1n&, oncl 15 lbs ot docUllEnts •. Destroyed cntomtY equipnent was 1 B-hO 
rockat launcher, 1 1'14..-.312 tulephone, 1 B-40 r\.iund u.nd 2.31 uniforms. 

C3.J.-turoo unur..v prisoners ident1tiod tht,; a.tt:~ckars as tho 2d and 3d 
Battalions ot th\l 213d VC nogiment 3l1d on.; local guerrilla company. US 
intol.l.1banc," beliows that the entire 273d rree;1ment took pnrt in the attack 
on ~ S~ppcrt Base 14. 

Frienctl,Jr loss'-is durinr. the battle ware .3 us KHi .. and 63 US \'JHA (26 
evacuated). Fric~ aquip.!OOnt 1.lJstrcy~c1 was 1 M-1l3 ond 1 M-106. 
Fr1andl¥ cqui~t d3l:lBCod was 5 M-48.'~3 tonks and 11 M-1l3 IJ'C t s. 

In support of tho US forces in Fire Sup! ,ort BaSt:; 14 was an overwhelming 
:.lJII,:)unt ot a..-tiUery a.nU airpower placed cn the a tta.cking VC forces, There 
was ~ total of 29 8ortil;.;s flewn, drcppinfg 25 tons of ordnancd on tho Viet 
Cong. Th.,; .'lrtilldry f'1red 2,148 rounUs of 105mm, 6BS rounds of l55mm, 
39 rounds of 175mm, a.nl 69 round,s of 8 inch howitzer ammunition. 

The f()llowin£ st:::.tistice reflect the nmount of runmunition expenditure 
ot the 3-5 Cav:Ury' el.am~nts at Fire :lupr.ort Base 14 duriIl[ the battle: 

.n. 'l'roop .3-~ Cav 

1. 30 trip flarus 
2. 40 clqmores 
3. 2,000 rd.s .45 c:u 
4. roo roe 40nm M-79 
5. 34,000 rds • ~ C!ll 

6. 42,000 rds 7. 62ntn 
7. 19 rds Ih21t illum. 
e. 10 rds 4.21t w.r 
9. 6,eSO rue 5.56mm. 

10. f:IJ rds 90mm c~ster 
11. 20 rds 90m HE 
12. 1 I'd 90mm H:Ei..T 

...nal,Jrsis: 

1st Flatoon C Troop 3-~ 911 

1. 20 rds 4.2" illume 
2. 15 rds 90Drn ccnni.ster 
3. 4 rds 90nm HE 
4. 5,000 rds .50 cal 
;. 18,000 rds 7.l:!lnm 
6. 8 white flar~s 
7. 12 fr.:l.or.entaticn eromdcs 

1st P~toon B Troop 3-2 Cav 

1. 105,000 ros .50 cu 
2. 2,000 ros 7.t/,2.mm 
3. 7 rds 90mm WP 
4. 29 rc1s 90rnm HE 
5. 54 rds 90mm cannister 
6. 2 bases M-79 rds 
7. l'case 5.56mm ammo 

Br4adior General Hollingsworth ba.VC the follow:1nt sUIIlI!l[:.ticn of the 
aotion; ItTho.3-5 CaV3.lr,y had bO\lll in-count17 onq about. two or three months, 
tlDd the bo.ttlu at BA.U &Ull prowci to be a very fine action on the rart of 
the nvw unit. tt was thoir first Dl<ljor battle. vie found when we cxrun:i.ned 
thu documents on th~ dead and interroeated the wounded rrisoners that, as 
I h:w. swspactl;.-d, the attacld.n& VC forc~ was the 273d VC nt![1ment. I 
wrlcn-st.3.I1d th::Lt the Q-,2 has now identified all three of the battalions. 

The probl~ms we had durin( the battle were nut unusual ones. We had 
SUB: trouble with cOmmunic:l.tions, which art.! vital. Though our casualtiE;;s 
wurc l1£ht, Wd encountered a few rroblems in redistributing the AFC's ~d 
the tanks to fill thl.) holes that occurred in the line. I think that only 
three ot our men were killed I t.:.nd about 6.3 Wl)undt:d I ot which we had to 
evacuate onlJr 26. 
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There .lre three factors which 3.ccuunted cntirt3Iy for our succoss in 
this battl~. First, ther~ is th~ groat braver,r ~ the ccur~go of the 
youne ,,~rica.n dra.:tt"o-sol;!ier t.:.:: stand and firht. Sl3Contl, there is the 
massi va use of artillury. Third, there is tht; massive, accuratv , c.nU 
dttvastc.t1nt; usa of tactical air support. There is no questivn in I:\Y mind 
that battles here arc won because of the massive USd of artiller,y and 
tactical Jir support. I think that in this tYre of b~ttle, more VC are 
killed by' nnchine sun and small .lrID8 fir".t when th~'Y attack a ca.valry unit 
th!Ul it they' h.:ld bc.-en attacld.ng on inf':mtry unit. This is undlirstandablc 
beco.us~ we have a ~:l.t.~ number of mchind guns in a cav::t.l.ry troop. n 
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