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SUBJECT: t.1'ter Action Report, Operations at LOC NINH ani C1JAN LOI 

f.l:>Jnm.8nding Otticer 
1 st Brigade~ 1 st Infantry Divi. sion 
;,TTN: 5-3 . 
11'0 US Forces 96345 

1 •. (U) OPERf..TION: LOC NINH ~d QUAN LOI areas •. 

2. (U) DATES OF OPER,;,.TION:25 September 1968 to 9 October 1968. 

3. (u) LOCLTION: Bloh Long Province. 

lh (u) FEPORTING OFFICER: Lieutenmt Colonel John C. Faith, Commanding 
Officer, 1 st Squadro:-l, 4th Cavalry. 

5. (t:') ~'S~: The 1st Squadron, 4th United States eavalry, 1st Infantry 
Division oonducted RIF operations in the northern part of the 1 st Brigad8 J£) 

vicinity of loc Ninh RVN from 25 September 1968 to 2 Octoher 1968, and vicinity 
of Quen Loi RVN from 2 October 1968 throu~ 9 October 1968. The nIF operations 
~>{ore .pll combined U.S. and 1.RVl~ operetions. '!he enemy wes engc.ged on four 
s~.erate occasions, tw:> on 4 october 19t,8 end the other two on 6 October 1968. 
AJA en~gements were in the viCinity of;C!.JI.N roI and l~ roc RIlN. 

-;~ (C)T!.SC ORGANIZATIOI'J: 

,J 
, . 

HcadquC'rters, 1 st Squ@dron, 4th CCivilry 

Troop :., 1 st S~8dron, 4th Cavalry 

Troop B, 1 at Squadron, 4th C~valry 
" 

2d Battalion, 9th I.rom Infl'ntry (;t;, Sap - 1 Oct) 

9th and 11th CbmpctlY, 3d BpttE'lion, 9th ! .. RVN Infc>Dtry (2 Oct - 8 Oct) 

7. (C) INTJ[.LIGENCE: 

a. Infol1lletionl The 1 Bt Brigede 5-2~ the Squadron 5-2, the Battlefield 
Informption Center, the lIN LOC Sector 5-2, the liN LOC mocc, and the roc NINH 
mocc provided infotmcotion for this operation. 
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Fnen:w- Forces: 

(1) 26 September - 1 October. In wdibon to the two loca.l 
force VC companies which opert.te in the ~v ~·;n~h area, intellig-ence reports 
indicated that elements of the 7th iN.n. Division ;,ight ':le present. This 
~~a strong possibility since e1ewents of the 1st Jivision h8d encount­
ered heavy contact in tlus'.rea on 10 - 15 September 1968. 

(2)' 2 October - 8 october: In t.ddition to tm three local 
force cor::q>anies th.::.t opera;-.te in the iiH ...DC District, intelligence reports 
indicated the possible presence of L.a.in force units. At 1e[!.st severa.l '. """~ l 

~nt reports in late3eptember dld e[;.1:'ly October indi~r.ted L:J;'f:,'e groups. . 
(100 - 3OO)::of Viet -Congo hlso, Wor'.ilJ-tion suggested th<i.t the enerrw used 
the western portions of thei .. O <"'S illl infiltrt..tion route i..'"l the pnst. 

c. 

(1) 26 September - 1 October: 'rhe te:;:'rain in this AO consisted 
mostly of ruc:x:r plant3.tlons. 'i'r:1ific2.~ility waS fair. 

(2) 2 October - 8 Octo'ber: The terrain in tIus AO consisted 
la:rgQly of rubber pl:::nt.:.tions. 'i.'rdfic c.bili ty was fG&ir. 

d. c·.eather: Except for the euverse effect on trf' . .fficc.billty, the 
weather had no efiect on operdio~,s durirlg this reporth"lg period. 

e • Sign if ic:m t L'"lc idel1 ts : 

(1) 26 September - 1 october: l;one 

(2) 2 October - 8 October: 

a. 021923 October 1968, Squi:~dron vici...'1ity coordinates .AT 758815, 
while enroute to vill~ge se~l, received sniper fire rusulting in 1 US WHA. 

b. 03C657 Cctooor 1968, Squadron vici..'1it;;.r coordinates .~T 729817 
complet~d seal of ),lIi'.H .lJC VIJ.J...r.G'::'. They screened 250 people, detc..ined 
10 peopre for inproper 1. J. c;:;rds, 1 drdt dotlger, 2 Veit Cong suspects 
along with wii'e and two children of one. ;. ,."""'t 1 

c. 031515 octo'tar 1968, Squ.::dron vicinity 'coordinates XT 750056 ' 
seAled the vill::.ge of 'l'l'i1!l;H .JI:i.JH after ;'. l.'l.C had reported th2..t a. Veit Cong' 
3cu:d entered the ville.ge. Ai~ lJ..X.: .j :~,tioa.;!.l·,Police sc reened 155 people, -
det2.ined and ev::>.cuJ,ted Oil Veit Cong P~J and 16 det:.i...'1ees. 

d. 040337 Octoter 1968 Squadron vicii1ity coordinates ~~T 736857 
a.t their RO.L ?Osi tions received unknown nUI;;,'ber of unidentified l10rtars 
rounds, 30-40 &G rounds, ,:nd a groJ.nd probe resulting il"1 4uS IGl.'I., 6US 
;.liA, 1 .'I.;{Vil LIA, end 2 .;,tiVi-•• vIil,. 

e. 041230 October 1968, Squ[~drqn vicinity i:::T' 715847 <.i.j,1ga~d an 
unknO'l;1Il site VC force resulting in 1 US KHA and 5 VC KIA (.::.c). 
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• 
f" ¢6~95¢ October, 1968, Sque.dron mede oontect with en unkno)ll 

size VC ferce. 'lhe contllct lp,sted until 16¢¢ hours. The results of the hction 
'Were 1 US KHA, 5 US ~-W~, 1 :~RVN KI/., 1 j~RVN WIL, 45 VC KII. (BC). 

g. The VC KIf. (BC) for the ope:n:·tion (2 Octcber - 8 October 1968) 
'Was 50 03 for t. Tro,)p end 17 fo r B Troop). 26 s,lfpects wore detpined in tw::l 
villege seC'ls on 2 October p,nd 3 October. These sut:pects were inter:n;gpted 
throuejl ARVN chcimels. Since very few intelligence fects were collected from 
the cont?cts em 4 October p,nd 6 October, only ~eculations ca."}. be made C:J'1-

cerning the many units involved. lm infil trrticn pass teken fn::m a deEd boqy 
on 6 October suggested th.<lt eith<::r the 141st or 32d Regimonts wes involved. 

8. (C) NISSWN: 

1 st Squ~dron, 4th Cev~lry with T:n;ops A ~nd B rod operatiGnd control of 
;·.71VN In:'mtry elements conducted reconn~dssence in force oper~tions in the 
LtJC NIKH Clnd C'ijf'l~ LOI C'IN LOC) ere.?s with tho teak of loccting end destroying 
vejNVt. fo rees oper~ting in the proes. 

9. ( C) EXECUTIOH: 

25 Sop: 1-4 c~v deperted rHU WI at f/J7¢C!J murs, condlcting p rc(:!d march from 
:;::-1":; LOl tc LOC NDm "1\'N. l~?intenence brepks were 30 minutes in length p.n,l were 
porfonned at LA! KHE pnd iJ.J LOC. At J.N LOC, the Sque'dron essumcd OFOJN of 
C/B-6 trtillery W:iir;i: provided direct fire support fo~ the Squfldron t s operatio:ls 
in the LOG NllJH vicj;.-~ity. It :.tJ LOG, the Squadron treins were re16[,sed to move 
to ~n~ LOl where thc-'Y set up C'. bpse fer resupply. 'Ine tr,cticd elements of 
th e Squ~dron cl.o se";, 10 C NI:lH I"t epp rox:imf?tely 17.3¢ hours. Tr::op s A end B 
moved into I!n IOn podtion pt tho g:;uthwestem en:!. of the landing strip. The 
CP w~s s<::t up in PIl !IIl' bc-~ween the ARVN o:1!:rpcund pnd the ~eciel Forces Cemp 
on the northem side of the runwe.y. 

26 Ecp: Troops A C'!nd B with the Squl'dron Gormnflnder depC1rter:! LOC NINH ::ot fJ73¢ 
hours. f. short rope m~rch wps ccnductecI to C'_ release poin't whorG the S~u;"dron 
d€l?loyed into the robber. Th;J Squadn:'tn conducted? l"OCoruH'lissenr:e in force 
t..fIr'CU@1 five predesi€Jl::'lted meck pc)ints. P.t CP 3 vicinity XU.632 1 fJ7, the 
Sc;ued~'n l2sgerod to be resupplied by f'ir MQ link up with 2d En, 9th Regt, 
.:th !.RVN Inf Di v, which bacf'me OF'DN tc the t:pe.rt6rhorse for operptions in 
"ricinity of LOC UTIm. 1.ft\;r thc:Jc two missbns were ?cccmp:::"ished, the trsk 
force mcved from its le~ger raconnoitering thru (l'r S 4 Md 5. :l.t Check Foint 
5 (m 727129) the CUf'rtemorse s...;t up its roN positicn. Scverp!' bunkers md 
tunnel complexes were the only findings of tho d?y. 

Z7 Sap: Tho Squ?dron move'! from its ror,l pc-sition, re(X)nn~itoring on line thro 
? new series of chock pc:ints. J~t CP 3 vicinity XU 713. 153, the Squadron laageroi 
to receive reSupply. !.t O:)hlpleticn of resupply, the Sluc>.d:rcn .then ccntinuod thro 
(l' I s 4 C'Ild 5, the l?tter of \-.hich wps the roN position for the Squl"drcn, loceted 
vicinity m 727128. '!he entire dey p?sse·:l with negative contact, ?lthcugh a. 
6Qnm mort!"r round, a. butterfly oomb, a US 2.75 inm I': dtet and CHlroh grenade 
were found end blo\tl1 in pl~ce. 

COI\J FI DEN riA l.. 
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ar ~: The fk1u~dron moved out of their roN pc si tion et ¢7t¢ .IDurs, moving 
north on e .sweep .tawprd t~· suspected lIl1.any locations. J...t·:XU 738148" Troop 
A found 10 well ,0000structcd bunkers Pond tw:> containers for .Il,G rounds. 1.t . 
XU 76~155, TIPop' A fcundenold rompeny size br.se C1'up. Numerous grf'ves with 
NVI. end VC bodies were found rt .xu 754167 by 'Imop B. ill elements closed 
the roN position at; 19~ hours. There was negp.tivG a:mtpct thr::ughout the day. 

29 SOp: !he: $qtiad~n' de~arted their 'pon po si tion2.t ¢715' hours to'oonduct 
illF opcl'?t.i.onsin,·another suspected, endcne time :k:r.own; enemy bese CPID.p are.? 
At ooordin,~tes'»J7}+11;59')Tro'Jp ·'B found q school hou3ewith pictures of A.nericen 
weapons eild alrcrC'.it drawn ~n ,the WElls. 1. mr.p of the rubber pL'nt'. ticn Wes 
f';und I?,t thi s same).o cation. Tho Squadron wa.s resupp 4ed 8t aPP roximet ely 11 51' 
hours (>nd oontinued to ronduct nIF operations until 1731'. This d1'lY ended again 
;·jth neg~tive. conta ct. 

;0 Sep~ ~~e~-9th 'ARVN Infantry le ss one company was airlifted into EI. a::ld 
)' .. Z vic.i:d,ty Xu .81711-9. The Be.ttpJ.icn swept the villege to the north r£ the LZ 
\·ri.th nngetive re.sults and then,movcd int::: a blocking pcsition to the north a£ 
:she 'nHCI:ee, ,while theCrvclry e1 anents ronducted e sweep. rr.c·ving tcw C\ro. t~c 
bloc.1dng. position. At 133~ hours, the l.!1VNs reported engeging 6 VC running to 
their front ,;It .xu 818137.. J.t 1458 hours, the :.RVNs receiver: fire from their 
I'-::arat cor:: ra.natos }~J 825 1 :'::5. C...::mtact was l::roken at 151'.¢ hours. One :1r,]-2 
:'.l':i autcmati-c wcC'porJ.·~ wore tired et tho !~rrv'N5 with negdive Cc'lsuali{i'cs, f:<lcndly 
0':- enar.y. I. hunter idJ.10::,:·~,cam f~m 1 -L:CavcU ry was l11 ready en stttiGl~J but 
obt~ined neg2.tive r" t·l~:;.te. :.t 1714 n)urs, 'all elanmts closed the roN positioD 
and ~supply po s;iti0?:. v.i.ci..li ty Xu 8Jl5)1145~' . 

1 Oct: The headquar~(;rs rrd two compcnic s of 2-9th 1.RVN hf were air lifted 
from the roN po siticn to I0 C NI!!P. :::nd to their base c:>mp at QV.N TlLNH. The 
third oompmy <r.nductod a. :·IF wi t~ the 0lart<3rhorse elen...m ts in search of a 
US MIL from 1-2Bth Ir.1' in §:::1.d 7714. '!he rcoonneissE;oUcc was completed fin~g 
one RrG-7 round And rooster, 2' CHIOOM grenades, 24 M-79 rounds,. 2 ,violet. s::lO~~'3 
gren3.dcs, 1 US .45 eel pistol (serial ,#2388783), 3 oocby trapped '!:lmkers, e. 

r!1pSS grC've ~bcut 8 x 11 x l~ feet with Vietn2mese bo..!ies, ('O.:;kinf, :wipmunt, 
q 45¢ P:Jun d 'tomb, .C' 5~ pound bomb, a 1 '/IIJfJ pound 'torEb, and numer-',',' 3 bili'Kers, 
all in grids 7714 rnd 7614. The Squa::lron clo sed LOC NINH at 135~i hcurs, were 
resuppUed and p~pF.red thE!J:1selves to meve to C:Ul;N 11)1 the fOllowhg ffiO !'!ling. 
'.':!1e rel1l.?ining oor.1peny of 2- 9th C1VN Inf was then ai r lifted back to th eir 
:;e.se camp at a-ILF T'rI1JJH. -

::: Oct: 1-4 C",:;V cpnduct~d C' med m?rch to Vicinity of CjJJ.N LOI r.ltN. The Sluadron 
provided security fa r 8~6 f.rtillc:y end. H~udqu?,rtcrs, 1 st Brigade,' l.st InfC'ntr,r 
Division fromLOC NINH to ('U:.N WI. The ::;:que.dron Her.dquDrters moved into its 
a: in r::ULt:J 101 B;::so C,,,mP, milo the S~u~dron Cornw311cer with Troops !.. and B 
end en attachedcerJptny of tho 3-9 j'.1.vn Inf<:>.ntr,r rloved into en iON position 
'v-:_cinity XT 7.42 82¢ at 1920/ hours. The rolumn. received light S1iper fire 
vicinity XI' 75881.5, resulting in one US 1;&. Fire w['s'rctumed with nE:ge.ti~ 
known enemy casu.?ltics. 

~ 0 "~I r- , 0 E tJ rIA L 
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:3 Oct: '!be CUarterhorse moved from its FUN position to (xmduct a search and 
seal of the village of XA MINH roc vicinity XT 72$08<,0. The seal was effected 
.'130558 Oct 68. At .¢3;~15 Oct 68, additional ])i striGt and RVN government 
officials joined the Squad~"';)n and oonducted a searc.'1 of the village. The 
refAllts were as follows: 16 det;:;inees, VC clr:;thing; foot gear end documents. 
The seal was broken at ¢y /?¢ 0 c" 68. Followi..ng the brea.d.ng of the seal, 
the elements conducted an r:!.F mi ssion 'Which took thea thru their ar(;a of con­
tact the day before. The 21uadron then oonducted a ascond seal on the viP <,,ge 
of XA 'l:ltJlH BIN'H vicinity XT 75f.£58.. 'Ibe seal was eFfect:! "Ie ¢31619 Ocr. 6S. 
:Chere W'3:rG 1¢ detainees Who were taken to the National Police at l; .• fIJ LO,~. 
'{ne see.:'. was b!'Oken ¢31755 Oct 68. The Sluadron oontinued its R1F mission 
moving :nto an roN position -..nth (J:)/3-9 ARVN Inf vicinity XT 736857. 

4 Oct: At ¢33~ hours, the Squa.dron received C\ ooncentrated attack of mortar, 
?G-7, !\lG-2 a:..d automatic weapons fi re while in its roN position. The Squadron 
:.JrWiedi2;:>~1y roturned fire with .. 50 cal, 9Qmn tank M-79 and snall anns. Tl'~ 
enemy b:uke c::.ntact at ¢:3l.¢ hou!'3. 'Ibis action resulted in 4. US !{Ii:", 6 'U3 vllA, 
1 AWN K.:J:A and 2 f.Rl.'l; "/IL. :.. search of the battlefield was made at fi::'st light, 
reveeJ.ing nega:t.ive VC casuIV.ties. '!bare were over :3¢ fins found from the RrG 
rounde. fired at the positioa. I:1telligence reports reveal a pos&ible 6 VC KIA 
and 2 VG vITt.. ;.. Trar;ker TtJaru -':'10 called in to aid the STladron in finding the 
flccing VC. :. s'Wi tci::. of ::.R."iI c·)!!J.panies was m :;.::1e. Co 11, 3-9th I.RV:N Infc.n~ry 
('cccme OrooN un-i:,il S' G "1~.Q :,e:: ~ ~ -S8. '!he Tracker Te&"ll pi eked up the t:r:'..iJ., -')ut 
soon lost it. '1::e _ :·".1.10:1. ('~:ltinued on wi.t~ its UF mission alDng a toute 
they hoped W)u11 10<.< j .~~,~, ":,., 0~:e retreating Vr). l.t <Pprox.::i.ma.tely 12$ hours, 
-i;;he Squadron m3ric cC·::'.':.I;C 'rt':.h B~1 estimated VC equad vicinity ooordinat·~s JCl' 
7.(/,.'/;348. Conta.:::t wa:::. le s\ f~t 12/f..vj hours. Con:act was made again at 14¢¢ hours 
v::.c.inity JCl' 69B'J,,+? ~:hG l',,;:,llta '\'lere as follows: 1 US Kat., 1 ARVN KII., 1 
:i.RV1~ WIA, and 5 ~IC ~\'.'::. (BC:; and 1 VC KIl. (po ss). In pursui.11g the contact, 
the Squadron was not .. :1.ole t,) obtain reSlpply in the field, so it returned to 
ryAN LOI Base Cmnp clo sing at 211 c{ hours wnere resupplies were waiting. The 
-:,otal results of the Gay. wor-e: 5 US KHi., 6 US \oRA, 2 ARVN KIA, 3 ARVN 1'!::" 
.5 v::; KIf. (BC), 7 VC 'If.H. (ross) a'1::i 2 VC WIt. (Poss). Captured equipmemi oon­
.dsted of 2 1.:K.-47 I s c.nd 1 P.i·G-2 Launcher. 

5 0 ct: '!he Squadror renal.r.. ';d at ftU:lr LOI Base Carr.p 0::1 a r.Jainten ~nce stand 
:bwn. The f)larterhor'se lIDrY.:ed on t:::;eir vehicles pr~aI'ing .!'or f'.~;:;ure mssions. 
'~cmorla1 services w~re held that evening for the 5 deceased i"JnerL:an scldiers. 

6 oct.: The Sluadron Jiloved out at rtf7fY/J hours ro oonduct RIF operations.in the 
c.::ea of the provicus ocn tact , secr·:h the village of L:.NG Ui.M vicinity xr 7018)8, 
and chec~~ the battlefield of thQ area of rontact of 4 October 1968. At ¢6¢9¢5 
October 68 vicinity JCl' 718858, tho Squadron made oontactwith wall dug-in 
elar.rots of an NVi .. oompany. T'ne Ce.valry attacked with direct· fire and artillery 
support and complct .... ly overr-an tho cnany po siticns, eliminating the last known 
d';.~::;nder. (J:)ntact was made aga:in at ¢61339 Oct 1968 with dug..in enany vicinity 
''is 707849, and e.gain the Squadron attacked completely through the bunker complex. 
In beth rontacts, the Cavalry was well suppo rted by ,artillery. The results of 
tha actions were: 1 US K.~;~, 7 US WU., 1 l~RVlna: .. ,l l.RVN WI":., and 43 NVA KI: •• 
C~turod we~pons includee! 1 i 1¥--47' s, 2 :.K-50' 6". :3 m 0-2 launchers, 1 RPG-7 
1 2.llncher, CIllf! assorted grenades. '!here were other weapons on the battlefield, 
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but tll,ey had been destroyed by Cavcl.ry and· l.rti:llel"j' .fire. US equipment 
damaged included one·J.11131J,. declnred a· o:-mbat loss i'lhcn it was h~t by an BFG 
round. The Squadron c9ntinucd i;:'s aIF opcrak.ops trying to regain oontact. 
In pursumg the coh t act ,. t;lo mi ssion of sWeepi .. ~ g t}'vc vi.ll p.ge was not effected. 
The Squadron returned to· r;::!'J'l lCI BasG Camp a:~. 2141) h:nino, where they were 
resuppLi.ed. 

7 Oct: '!he Squadron depa'::Ted QU:.N WI at~¢¢ hour~wit1:l Co 11/.3-9th .t.?:lt-T 
Inf to C'0nduct HIF o:)ero.t~'llS in the area iie$t of ;J{' W(:~ S l..reeping the c.:'eas 
of contact maeJc the previo'J.s day and reeheck~:'~g the battJ,,;ficl.ds. 1. rE-cneck 
of the r.attlef3,e:ld .;'cvealcl 2 Rl-'G-2 launchers. 3 f:K magD.zmes) ::1Umercus 
FifG ro~:js, 2 d.dditional NVA KIJ.. (BC), and miscella.'1eous NVf. eqUipment. 
The tv¥.) found NVA bedies brcught the total enor:w lassos tc 45 KIA for 6 October 
1968. Ten new graves were found, and a check of one greve revealed the.t t.he 
rn.r:. had been buIied in plastic bags. l.fter a police of the battlefielc.., i'.ilC 

Squadr:,:-t continued to cond'J.ct F.IF operations. The ''no-name ll viJlage Vi:·.~"ll ty 
XT 72;£;2 was' sealed ane. fc·U!'.d to be empty, ai:t,hcugh it Was evidlJ!1t thr, t.he 
village had bC0n rC':'!'J.tly o:"!c1l1>::'ed. The elar.(,nts ::--etumE. c'. to ClrJ,;'J~ WI Base 
Ce.mp for rest~p;?ly a;:c. mainV:iJl:~lCO at ¢718~ Oct &5. 

! 

/ 

8 Oct: 1-4C,valr;;- .~rp-tim:cd~ts RIF operatj ons wi:~h Co 11 /.3-9t.h ... RVN C 
InfantJ:"'!J att[,chcd,·), '.' :his i > .. : moved SJuth (·f cum LOI tv sea::--ch CI:rlr] ["cal 
(,he village of :r 3)!; l':'J • .i'J:-i, < (~:inity XT 8]8b;5. The s6E'1 "/as effec~~ Vi: 

CCOO30 Oct (£ ~:',(! i~~i':' .!1r::." ·")vcaled that NVj~ troops had been in th0 ::~'::'ea 
recently. Fu:: \i s'c..:,: ,.Te!'". :~llnd placed bot:vcen the ro.!S of rubber vicinit;)r 
:;':1' 845837 •. i.ftc:' 7."1" .;;1. " .. :.'.' brok~n at ¢e1 i[jj Oct 68, tr.e Squadron continued 
P.::F operations firi:~l~~·~-r~L::V~'J.[., i>1011-Liaint.:-.il:edbl.lr.::ers. The SqUadron re­
tumcd t:; "U1JJ 1.eI :3 "~8'::; '~S':)~ .st ~ 500 hour~ to p 1:t,1J a=-~3 fa r a ro ad march routh 
to !lr iN B~se C::.:mp. In) J.:.~ rt"fil'ds wer8 p res<:.I' tee. tc U S ar~d I.RVi'i oold1ers by 
the Divisicn CCITJilar.der tiv'-· c:.itO:~.10on after closing '-UIJ .. 1'J1. l'J:anorie.l services 
\'lere held CI.t 1C·¢¢ h::mrs fer t.he (ne ':ecoased hmerican ~ldier. 

9 C ct: Tho S('lUadrc~ departed elf:]'! LOI Base C.:mp at 0330 hours to ccn~..!ct 
".. road march to DI ;.'J, th·;, new h0L10 of the C).larteri'orse. Toe Sl.'..13.dro>:. was 
roleased frci.l oroon 1 st Brlgade at CP5 at apPlX::x::i.n3X.ely 091030 Oct 1968. 

10. ( C) RESULT~: 

a. Friendly losses: 

(1 ) US: KHA - 6 

1'JiA -14 
/ 

; I 
(2) ARVN: KHA - 3 

/ I 

/' : WHIt - 3 
.. 

b. Enemy losses: 

(1) Peroonnel: 

KIA (BC) , 50 
KIA (Po ssible) - 7 
WIA (Possible) 2 ODA' Cl.DG-IV Tl A\.... 
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(2) \';eapo~ sr- . 

JJ\.-47 .13 each 

l:u."<-50 - 2 ec.cih 

a. - Persormel: . 

(1 ) S-:;rength of 1-4 Cavalry 

Lscigned 

Beginning of 
Operat::'on 

870 

873 

15/93 

.(3) Pe:'.:'(..!:.nel. in Bese Ccmp (PBG) 

EQ. 'i'mop 

1. Troop 

B Troop 

b. Logistics: 

(1) Vehicle Combat 10 sses: 

1 - ,M113:J 

(2) Jilnr.nmition ConSUlI!ptio~: 

9Qn;r;-· Cenni ste r 

9Qmn HE . 

.50 caliber , 

4/120 

1/30 

1/13 

ZlO rounds 

12 rounds 

13.3,000 rounds 

CON f: l OfN TIA l 
r-=========::::., 
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Tennination 
of Operotion 

870 

861 

861/42 (9');) 

13/96 

4/119 

4/127 

5/123 

1/22 

1/15 

1 
! 

I 
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0: 

7.62 caliber 

5. 56 c~liber 

M-79 

Oil 

100,000 rounds 

25,000 ::nunds 

936 rounds 

. ::: 
4 .. rol,;;-:"l ~s 

2,800 gallons 

1, ('AX> 

a. l.tteci~:"·!,~, .• ~. ~~ ;~:"i{ units: Opcrations with the 2-9th ARVN 
Infantzy Bc?ttalion in the LOG NIMH area. went very smoothly. l..fter the first 
tw) days of ope!'ation, croF&-i~t·t.acl'Llent of i.FffN o")mpanies to my tw:> Cavelry 
Troops ?nd a Ca-"2lzy .. :<.'::;" ··i.!le Infantry D~y'::.tC'l:bn (-) became the stmdard 
method of opeu:·:i.on, w: :'~ i,r., hp.:~·I:,c\lion and tl··; Sq;).p.:::r-.:::r. operating sani-indep­
endently under ny a:mtr"';:, ~ J. the ill J,OC a1''-.;';'..:'3 hE'd. t .... o different companies 
of the .3-9th In.!\;!1try Butt2J.~::m att~ched, one a t::'me. The first oompany 
(the 9th) becemc d'3'11Or~· .. i::;e':. aftcrthe night a4~1~ ... ,:·: 0:1 cur ION position, in 
which the compcr.:' (nl.l~:::'-:- ,~c.!.' \'.<: ·l·~Junded. It \'ras !'Gpleced by the 11th Company, 
which retnl.'lined 'tiitt ',if; v:":::/l,gflC"'::. the rest of the c)E:ration, wlth t1rtt> platoons 
!'ttached to eecil 0: :;r troops. ""he 11th Compeny pn·red both useful .!:'J1d reason­
e.bly rasponsivoo \;.: ':-3.<, rr:-; t • ...o platoons with T:')op L. did an outstending 
job during the h~'l'i;r ror_::'<;:c",:. t;'l'3 morning of 6 Octo'c):?r 1 %8. Probli3l1s \·.rhich 
erose and lilich seem t(: :,113 to bo inherent in the situ~tion of 1..RVN attached to 
US mechenized units "","1"8 as follows: 

(1) The coI!l.!Tend-control problem: It is i.:i.::K,rte.nt, from the viel<point 
of responsivmess that the infant~en attached to tho iJneriC?n unit teke their 
instructions (in the fonn of hand-end-ann signcls) froLl the track commanders, 
since the NneriCl'n communic<'tions nre s1.'perior to t.!lG J:R~.1J.~ comnunicc-tions. J.t 
the scme tiI:le, I put each order out to the 1.RVU Cor.1?arq Co~lmder, who relayed 
it by radio to his plntoon leeders EO thClt they cculd intelligently supervise 
execution of the order. Prior to my insistence on this dual channel of order 
issuance, the ll~J response Was extranely slow. 

(2) '!he Class I resupply problem: The ARVN soldiers were issued 
only rice, pert,4r cooked 2nd pertly uncooked for three de.ys. This was true both 
et IDC NUlH and at 1.N LOC. In both cases, by the second dey, the i"RVN were 
d~mding th~t they be issucd rome fish or mc?t supplement to l!P 'With the rice, 
and were begging rations from the ~.mericms. Despite att~ts by my 3-4 to 
ooordinate LRVN resupply with the Squf\dron ,resupply, no supplemEnt \1<'5 ever 
issued. In the end, we fed the it.Rvr: 9:>ldl.ers ~s well 2.S our own troop s. Fim 
guide-nce should be issued to both sides in this 8re~, as it bec?me e, morale 
problem to both the •• R~J md the US s:>ldiers. 
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(3) The cooking problan: It was dso necossaI1 flfter the 
first day to allow time in the u:oming and evening during during deylight 
hours so thc>t the l.Rvr~ soldiers could build fires to oook their rice. This 
reGuirement reduced, to ~rue extoot, the time r.vailable for operations. 

(4) The stcmin? problaa: The i.RVN ooldier cerries equipment 
equivE'lert to thC't ca.rried by a US soldier. He is net as lr.rge, end he gives 
out quick~. Three d2Ys of rees::m,?bly hrrd 'N)rk i8 all I was E'ble to get of 
2ny of lf1¥ I.RVn Troops. (I believe this Wes partly the result of the fect that 
their recmt operations had pll bem of one or tWl dl?Ys duration). 

(5) The looting problEm: The IJiVN he.d the mission in each 
contact of following the trades to insure that the enany in ell bunkers wore 
~el'ld. In addition, iowever, they systeoaticplly looted each b::>dy of wecix>ns, 
wellet"l ?.nd equipment. "]~ found it extremely difficult to retrieve thl3 papers 
:)f int''lliigence vElluc pnd even to get EID accurate count of weepons found. ?his 
pl'Qblan cpn be solved, but it must be ~nticipDtcd. 

b. FOmtE'tion6: Severol of the stmderd formations - the line, the wedge, 
echelon pnd oolumn - were used effective in tho rubber. The detonnining 
criterip. were the ~acing of the rubber 'tr.ccs (old rubber being lilore widely 
spaced allowed grepter v~rilltion) Clnd the . enemy situation (in both ef our heavy 
contacts we were eble to move into a. well oriented line becp-use of the depth 
of our fOlmption Vlen initiru. contE'ct was made). 

c. ~ v"rsus Nor: I detennined at the outset not to work fl'Qm en NIl', 
but to roN wherever we finifiled operating oech day. This method of operation, 
coupled with tha resuppl¥ systan discussed below, enabled us W oover more 
territory lind tc be relElti valy independent of thE; restrictions imposed by the 
few evpile.blo ?reas suitC'.ble fo r resupply by air. In onl¥ one c~se were we 
hit P.t night; and this WflS the result, I believe, cf establishing the FON 
pcsition on i'S Cl'Qssroad (even though it was not shoWl as a crossroad on the 
map). 

d. Resupply: Resupply Was oonducted by a1 r, lIIhm necessary, a:>metime 
durine the middle of the day, thl'Qugh the expediEnt of orienting our oper~.tion 
so th~t we hit ~ clearing at the proper time. However, we ren into difficulties 
twice when we were uneblc to hit the cl~~ring lit the planned time. In one case, 
the resupply had to be p,borted. Resupply by road wa5 planned and oonducted, 
ala:> near mid-day, whenever possible. In this manner, we were able to avoid 
the 'tJ.ogisticnl tail wagging the operational. dog". 

e. !:eoover,y: 'lhe nature of the terrain, thu characteristics of the 
rubber, and the 'W!')t oondition of the ground, as well as the limited time 
pennitted for maintanlJ'lce, resulted in several. .reoovt::r,y and su~ms1on systEm 
problans lIh,ich incviatably slowed down the pace of the cperati~ns. 'lhese 
pl'Qblcms are oound to arise, and since there is no front, doWled vehicles must 
bo secured until they rejoin thG fonnation or while they are evacuated. It 
is necessar,y, therefore, to have flexible plan s fo r each day' s operation Wdch 
can be modified dGr.'ending on the number e.nd difficulty of the recover,y problaas 
en cnuntered. 

~ONFlOENTIAL 
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t. Maintenance time: The Squadron opGrated for tlC weeks with on1¥' one 
and one-half days of stand dOllll for maint0l1ancG. vic mew WG were to be in the 
11~ LOC -WC IUNH area for a limited time only and did not nsk for IOOre maint­
enance time because of our desire to thoroughly oover the area and fmd the 
EIlany., We returned with aU equipment under its own power except fa r 'two tanks 
left at CUW WI and one truck wwd into m i,,N. Howover, we could not have 
sustained. the· pace of operaticns eny longer than WE: did without siepificant 
colllllunications 2nd mechanical failures. 'For sustained operations over a longer 
period'of time, an aboolute minimum of tw:> consecutive days stand down per 
week is essential. ~r maximum efficiency. this stand down should pre:feriibly' be. 
conci1cted in a seCure area 00 the.t major 'WOrk can be acCC'mpliehed. 

~ 

g. Overall e,faluation: The Squadr:m proved c.:.pe.ble of meeting every 
dsmp..nd placed on it, of operating in unfamiliar territory independent of on 
NIl', of ~"'6supplying itself efficiently, and of C<-'lrrying heavy oontact through 
to a successful conclusion w.ithJut pennitting a breclc of oontact by the enEmY. 
I only wi sh I could have had Troop C with me, aloo. 

r'; 

(i IJ /' i_ 

>hll/tt}:,daiz:< 
/j JOHN C. FAITH 
"/ LTC, 1.:nIt r 

{.; Commanding 
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