
Lt Far1ngton trleJ to assess the situation. He had a good vantage-point 

from the road, and could s&e that the ea.eDf,f had come around both aIdes of the 

.a.lient tormed by ll..l.r.l.ltel's 15 and 16 (1 ana 2 on the sketch) and some ot them had 

reached the road. Bunker": ~ "las taking HPG fiN from all directions. 1he RPG 

screen (chain-1IDk feace) to the front of the bunker aCfecti ve11 st.opped the 

rockets coming from that direction, but, of course, the r&6..l:' of the btmker vas 

not similar1,. protected. E'veu st., the Lunher was suff icientl.1 do1id a.nrl it 

stood up UDder the attack.. The three troops illSide it, h""e~'9r> w~t"e ahakel'l 

up and the,. decided that they bettbr Ib!ike ti, run for tl\.lDker Ib "l1fH-e six of thl!dl1 

could DBke a better stand. 

th97 ade it OK. 'lhey- told us that therE:: were gouks beh.:i..nd \JI? •. tat \fe cOIJ1dn It 

see them because of the beMl beh.1.nd 01lt' hu.cker. 'We put a ff!N frags Ol.'t and 

the firing seemed. to stop for awhile." 

"We could see the gooks running all B..round btruker 15. Col,:J.in'~ fl~'ll."e OtLt 

what they vere doing - just jumping 1.tp on t"p of' H. aM ru.."'m.1ng a.rcund.. 'We l-.I8.d 

to get out of our bunker to bring fire on thelll, a.nd \fa sta.]&d on top of it !r.1 the 

fighting position for tbe rest of the time. \.Ie Ct)'.Qj aee e. l(rt bettor fl"O"l1 

up there." 

Farington noticed that the people ir: the arlillary ta tte17 b!lck from the 

road. vere having a hard time bringing fire into the area around the road where 

the enaIIIY ws vith. their M-16's. "Everybc>d7 that wasn't tiring the guD8 had come 

to our side of the parapets and \18.8 trying to shoot the gooks that had gotten 

through, but bunker 17 was in their way and it kept taking hits trom our own 

people.- Farington decided to have the people in that bu.nk~r ev&.cu.ate it and 

reinforce bunker 18, am "'hen this vas done, he notified tb~ artillery people 

that they could now fire in that &rea at will. Bmker 16 was At1ll manned, of 

course, but the bern protect~ it fl'om tlla fire from the artillery par8pets. 

On the other side of the perimeter, in the meantime, fighting had also 
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broken out at bunker 61 in the green sector which was being manned b,y B ~, 

I-7th Cav. Quite coincidentally, earlier on the 11th the engineers had 

improved the wire in front of this bunker. It had been discovered that erosion 

had eaten out a four-foot ditch under the wire, through which the ene. could 

have come almost up to the bunker without obstruction and without beiDg seen. 

No doubt the ene~ in his reconnaissance had selected this for a prime route 

of entry into the LZ. Imagine his surprise when he found that the gap had been 

sealed. 

'Ibis nay be an explanation of why at this location alone the enemy used 

bangalore torpedoes to breach the wire; and when he blew them, of course, it 

gave early wariing to the defenders in that area. The NYA, however still 

managed to penetrate the perimeter by wounding two of the men in bUDker 61, and 

sharp fighting resulted in the erea as the en~ apparently tried to widen his 

penetration. 

Fast thinking and a good deal of initiative, howe~er, on the part of lLt 

Barry G. Hitner of the 919th Engineers denied further progress to the en~. 

LTC Perry, Deputy Commander of the Tnird Brigade says, "Lt Hi tner probably saved 

the day fof us. n 

. Hitner was in charge of "RF All Glory" located at the eastern end of the LZ. 

He had been alerted at OllO hours that a sapper attack was under way, but then 

he lost communications with the base defense commander, under whose instructiC1ls 

~ was he to depla,y hiS force. He heard the fighting at bunker 61, and 

decided on his O'W'n initiative that it was time to move. He sent two of his 

CEV's (Combat Engineer Vehicles - a fearsom machine with a bulldosar blade, 

two M-6O machine-guns and a l65mm gun which fires medicine-ball sized plastic 

explosive rounds) to bunker 61, and when he heard from them that the enem.y 

was inside the wire, he deployed the rest of his force to the area, again on his 
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own initiative. ".All Glory" did not take long to plug the gap and the situation 

was stabilized. Four or five enemy troOps, however, had reached the inside of the 

perimeter and were to be heard from later. 

In the meantime, back at the Blue sector, the sector reaction force, under 

a 1Lt Hendrickson, Elcecutive Officer of A Company, 1-8th Cav, was moving to the 

assistance of Faringtonts troops on the line. As this group was moving out, a 

voice from the rear was heard to say, "Man, Itm too SHORT to be doing this, I 

only got 20 daysl" Hendrickson turned around and retorted, "Shut up aDd get the 

**** back in line, I've only got seven." 

At the read junction behind bunker 19 this group lIftrried up with two 

Sheridan tanks and three "A" Cava from A Troop 1-11th ACR, which had been brought 

in support by M!ljor John 0 Blake, the Executive Officer of the 1-8th. Farington 

briefed them, and Blake decided to sweep the area with tank-infantry tactics 

straight out of Fort Benning. He deployed the 15 men from the sector reaction 

force out to the left of the tanks, in the deep grass behind the road, and this 

joint force began its slow, tedious sweep. Major Blake, riding the lead tank, 

told the troops to proceed slowly and carefully as there were quite a few 

enemy troops in the deep grass. How true this was he found out when the lead tank 

reached point 6 on the sketch, just in front of bunker 17. A lone NVA soldier 

jumped up from the right side of the road, not ten feet from the tank, and cut 

loose with an RPG. Fortunately his aim was not quite up to his forti tude and the 

round whooshed over tl-]e top of the tank. Second. crawled by like hours as the 

crew reacted and hit the man full in the chest with a bee-hive round from its 

main gun. All they could find the next day was about tvo-thirds of a head and a 

left am. 

1he joint force rolled on, and when it reached point 5, just behind bunker 

16, Lt Farington ordered the troops to evacuate it and join the reaction force 
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so that the tanks would have unobstructed fields of fire to the right. t-hving 

in file along the road, the tanks and APC's rut out a fearsome volume of firepower 

into the wire on their right. Thus the enemy that might still have been in the 

. perimeter were trapped betveen the artiller,y J the wire and the tanks. It was 

a tough combination to beat, and some .31 enem;y soldiers were killed in this 

sector alone for the loss of one American killed and one wounded. 

As the tanks and infantry swept by the bunkers, Lt Farington put men back 

into the ones that had been vacated so that, when the first sweep was complete, 

the line was secure. 

While this was going on, at 02.38, bunkers 67' and 6S received direct bits from 

RPG's in the initial burst of the enemy's third and final assault, and they had 

to be abandoned. Sgt Dougles Chappell, B/l-7, was in the adjoining bunker, 

number f:R, and he remembers, "'lhe two bunkers on my left took direct hits trom 

RPG's am the NVA were standing on top of them, firing at out bunker. About 

25 of them started coming at us. 'lhey seemed to be working their way down the 

line to the CP bunker which was to the right of us (bunker 7.3). I started throw­

ing frags (fragmentation greDades) as fast as I could and laying down a base of 

fire with my 16. I guess I threw about (JJ frags. For a while I didn't think 

we could hold them otf, but I was determined they weren't going to take my bunker." 

Lt H1.tner, with his reaction force "All Glory" was still in the vicinity 

of bunker 61, but when he heard the tiring further down the line, he again 

responded to the call. He lett one CEV at bunker 62 and moved the rest down the 

road toward bunker 68. "'lhere were RPG rounds going all over the place, 11 he 

recalls, "and people scurrying back and forth across the road. We couldn't tell 

if they were gooks or friendlies." 
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As the lead track approached bunker 67 it was hit with two RPGts and three of 

the crew were wounded. Ritner deployed his force, and put fire 1Dto the gap where 

bunkers 67 and 68 vere, adding considerably to the enemy IS problems in the 8l"e8.. 

Apparently, "All Glory" forced some of the NVA that had made it to the road to 

evade in the other direction, as SP/4 Albert Joines vho was in bunker 71, tells 

this story: 

"I was puttiPg out fire from ~ bunker when I heard this voice behind me. In 

perfect English this guy said, IHey Buddy I What bunker ya on? t It sounded just 

like a GI to me, so I said, 171 t. I turned back around to defend my pos! tion when 

a B-40 hit the top of D1jT bunker. I didn It know what the hell was going on. '!hen 

I saw this guy and his buddy drawing a bead on the bunker again. I cranked the 

(:J) around and started throwing out lead. '!hey lit out for the tall grass about 

50 yards behind me and hid; we fought em for about half an hour. 'lhey kept 

harassing us by runnin t back alXl forth in the grass and firing at us. We finally 

got em when an illume caught them trying to cut the lima-lima line to the CP 

bunker." 

It was also some of the attackers at this location that managed to get into 

the French village on the other side of the road. '!he barbed vire that surrounds 

the Village had been blown up in several places by artillery of same kind. It 

has been suggested that the village vas one of the enemyls objectives, and that 

he blew the gaps in the wire with aangalore torpedoes. The engineers who repaired 

the wire, however, say that the gaps were not the sort that bangalores make, but 

seem to haven been made b,y a high explosive round of some sort, possibly a plastic 

round from one of the CEVls. It is far more likely that the enemy troops that had 

_de it inside the outer perimeter wire to the road found themselves trapped 

between "All Glory" on the right and SP/4 Joines and his bunker-mates on the left, 
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and simply took the path of least resistance. 

It seemed like everyone was rtmning out of armnunition at this ti., and the 

base defense net was flooded with urgent requests for resupply. Major Blake, 

still fighting over by bunker 16, sent his jeep driver back to the CP tent to get 

some and take it over to bunker 68. He did not intelXi for the young JII!Ul to go 

alone, but that is what he did. He drove all the way over to the other side of 

the perimeter with a APC-load of 8J1DDnn1tion, dropped it off as close to bunker 

68 as he could get, and drove back to the Blue sector as calmly as it he were 

taking a Sunday drive through the park. 

lLT Douglas A Cohn, B/l-9, who was in his compu:ry1s rear area, went over to 

the TOC to see it there was anything that needed doing. He was told that the 

troops in the green sector were running low on ammunition. He commandeered a 

jeep, filled it with the needed supplies, and drove down to the green sector 

where he linked up with the "All Glory" people. 

Sgt Chappell, still in bunker fF}, had the same supply problem but found a 

different solution. "I ran down to the next bunker and grabbed all the alIIDO I 

could, but I still had a hard time. It took me a long time to get the ammo back 

because an NVt sniper on top of one of the bunkers kept firing his AX at me. 

Every time I moved he opened up on me. Somehow I managed to get back with the 

ammo. " 

At 0330 hours a platoon from A Company 5-7th Cav, Brigade QRF, arrived in 

the vicinity of the fighting around bunker 68, am the situation very quickly 

stabilized. '!be infantry re-manned the bunkers while "All Glory", with the help 

of Lt Cohn and his jeep, started eva.cuating some of the 16 wounded, 13 of them 

from the bunkers and three from Lt Hi tner I s lead track. '!brough quick reaction 

and no small amount of heroic fighting the gaps had been plugged, and the enemy 
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denied a significant penetration. 

Hovever, at least one small group of enem;y sappers did get all the wq 

through, as medic SP/5 Allan Sedam can attest. He was sleeping in lUi hootch 

only 100 meters from the Third Brigade roc when, at about 0400 houre he was awak­

ined by incoming. Sedam recalls: "We ran out cSf the hootch towards our bunker 

and there they werel" Three enemy sappers were crouched in a ditch not 20 yards 

from their bunker. "We opened up with our '16's. '!ben they threw ChiCOIIIII 

(grenades) and fired several RPG's at us." One RPG narrowly missed them, knock­

ing a five-foot hole in the wooden hootch behiDd them. Sedam aDd his small force 

of several medics soon silenced all three attackers. 

UnfortUDately the incaning that had .wakened Sedam and his hootch-.tes took 

its toll. A Cobra gunship, coming in for fuel after flying in support of the 

troops at Sidewinder, was hit by one of the 107Dln rockets on the l"U1lVa)". 1he 

aircraft was totally demolished and one of its crew - the aircraft commander -

killed. A tJlUH Huey supr;ly chopper was also hit in the barrage while sitting on 

the 1-8 log pad, but no one was hurt in that incident. 

As the early hours of the morning were on, the clerks, cooks, and short-

timers of the 1-8th were still taking fire from the tall grass behind the road in 

the Blue Sector. Major Blake and Lt Farington decided that they should sweep 

through the area a second time with their impromptu combined-arma team. 'lhl.s time 

they started at bunker 13, using RF Charlie which had arrived in support to _n 

some of the bunkers, and they worked their way along the road toward bunker 18. 

There they were to meet RF Bravo, which had also been sent to tbe area to help. 

A fev more enemy were killed in this sweep, and the sniping subsided. 

It vas beginning to get light vhen the tanks reached bunker 18. Lt Faring­

ton J i-~ed up vith 2Lt Robert E. Walters (B-31st Engineers), the RFB Comnwnder 

and placeJ the troops from this force in bunkers 11-14. 
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lbe attack on Quan Loi had not been a successful one for the enelll7. It vas 

later discovered that he had deployed three companies of the 4th Battalion, J-16 

Sapper Regiment against the LZ - the 34th, 35th, and 37th Companies - and these 

vere backed up with elementB of the enemy 272nd Regiment. Normally on a sapper 

attack of that size, the enemy would hope to kill any more Americans and do con-

siderably more damage than he managed to accomplish on this attack. Five defenders 

did lose their lives, but the ene~ vas unable to place his satchel charges on 

anything of value, and he actually failed to make even a significant penetration. 

lbe Third Brigade's concept of a mobile defense vas .ast effective, reaction forces 

arriving at each location in time to catch the enemy in his confusion after he 

had broken through the last strand of wire. 

It was difficult, h~ever, to tell just what the enemy's objectives were. 

One prisoner, Sgt Phung Van Kia, probably came the closest to spelling it out tor 

us when he belligerently said that his mission was to "breach the wire and kill 

every American in the area." Yet Sapper '!'ran Son, 3d Group, 34th Company, who 

was captured in the Vicinity of bunker f:I:J, claims that his mission vas to destroy 

a certain concrete building (possibly the 11th ACR's Officers Mess) after the 

first five men in the group had cut the wire. '!he remaining 19 members of his 

group were to destroy Ue village, but the element leader made a mistake and cut 

the wire in the wrong place. The most likely possiblity, however, is that the 

sappers were just to make holes in the wire and blow the cri tical bunkers so that 

a ~in infantry unit could get through and destroy as much of the LZ' s mill tar.r 

capability, including personnel, as possible. 

It is even less clear why they hit over by bunker 16. A large brick build­

ing to the left of 'bunker 13 seems to have been a target of some 1dDd trom the 

number or-RPQ1s that hit it, but nothing was in it. '!his building vas used to 

billet troops fror'" the II th ACR when they were at Quan u,i for maintenance stam.-

down, but on this particular night it was empty. The eDem;y could have been 
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aiming for the artillery be. ttery behind the green line at this point, but the 

sappers that did get through the wire gave no indication that this was their 

target. 

Whatever the ene~ goal, he did not achieve it, unless it vas to have 55 

of his best-trained sappers ldlled, and four of them captured. His Dain attack 

of the campaign was blunted rather harshly, with the assistance of the braTe 

troops of the second platoon, A Company, I-4th Mech (which will be COTered in 

part III), and the fighting spirit of the Skytroopers of the First Cav vas more 

than a match for the enemy's best. As one Oav Trooper was heard to COllJll8Jlt upon 

searching a P!U"'ticularly dead enemy soldier, "MIln, for thisQ1arlie the twelfth 

of August was the twelfth of never I " 
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PART III: CONTACT OF A TROOP, 1-4 ARMORED CAY, SOUTHEAST OF QUAN LOI 

From 7 through 11 August, A Troop, 1-4 Cav vas working OPCON to 1-16 Mech 

around fire support base Eagle I (XT 697927) aDd Eagle II (IT 748931). 1be 

troop was headquartered at Eagle II. On the morning of 11 August the unit vas 

operating around QuAn loi (LZ Andy). A Troop IS initial mission vas to set up 

a blocking screen to cover the south aDd southeast approaches to LZ~. At 

1700 hours, the three platoons of A Troop were located in the following positions: 

'lbe 1st platoon vas si tua ted on Road 245 about 3 kilaneters southwest of Qlan Loi, 

(IT 8(9883). '!he aecoDd platoon was guarding the eastern approach to Quan 10i 

planted astride Road .303 at IT 833894. 1be third platoon, which harbored the 

command post was entrenched in the rubber at XT823884, along a dirt road three 

kilometers south of Andy (See illustration A). At 1800 hours on 11 August, the 

5-.3 from 1-8 called Captain William J. Newell, the t:r;oop ComDander of A/1-4, 

to tell him that heavy enemy troop movement was reported in the area roughly 1000 

meters east of where the 2nd platoon vas set up. Captain Newell then got in touch 

with Platoon Sergeant lawrence D. Noland Jr, acting 2nd platoon leader, aDd 

instructed him to move his platoon east along road 303 untU reaching the fork 

it uakes with road 345. Sergeant Noland got his men together, they mounted their 

platoon's six tracks and tvo tanks, and rumbled east to the designated fol'k. 1be 

2nd platoon moved into the area at 1915 hours. Sergeant Noland then set up his 

vehiclws in a 36O-ciegree defense configuration, with each tank covering the 

avenues of approach that the fork afforded, and the personnel carriers (PC) 

interspersed between th.m. 1be acting platoon leader then situated hie three 

starlight scopes so that they surveyed in the general direction of north, east, 

and south into the rubber (See lllustration B). By 1945 hours, the 2nd platoon 

had completed its assigned defense mission for the night, setting up an ambush. 

'lbe tank and PC commanders received their usual night briefing (light and noise 
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discipline, etc}, and Sergeant Noland instructed the vehicle commanders to call 

in situation reports every 15 minutes. He, in turn, was to call in his platoon's 

situation report to Captain NeveU, who was with the 3d platoon, every .30 minutes. 

Nothing of any consequence llftppened fc.r the next tvo hours. But at 2200 hours 

the starlight scope facing north spotted t\o(o enem;y moving along the northern edge 

of the fork (See Diagram B). S'::'".5eant No1.8.l"..d papped a hand flare, and platoon 

elements fired. on the movc!r.ent vith u.i."'lI<.nowr. enemy 10ss6s. '!here .'as no return 

fire. 

Between 2400 hours and 0100 hours on 12 August, the starlight scopes detected 

enem;y movement in three dire~tions - nc~~r cf the upper fork, south of the lower 

fork, and in between the forks (Soe Diagram B). SergE-ant Noland then had his 

platoon put out omaJ..l arms fi:.s .; n t ha t:lr,,;e directions to try to discover what 

was out there. At t.r.is ti.1'l:e, all ~~r.k !'ire ;ms h~ld b:ick. Most of the firing 

was coming from the •• 50 ca:jber 'inc II..-60 machi.negcms on the PC's. 'lbe enem;y 

answered with return fire, to :includ.e a courle of rocket propelled grenades 

and small ar~s fire. Sergeant Nols:1(: now crdered [lis tanks to traverse slowly 

and fire their canister rounds sraring} j. Th~} enemy fire began to increase in 

intensity, but the second platoon .tad ret to receive any casualties. 'lben at 01.30 

hours, the gunner on PC 29 took snlper fire frot: a tree to his front, receiving a 

leg flesh wound. 'lhen the secNlO. r..a:l on the vehicle, the driver, took a round 

through the nose by the S8.me sni~er (See Diagrs..'!!. B). The gunner and driver vere 

put on stretchers and attended to b;r the medie. The driver was medevaced in 

the early morning light hours. 

The en~ volume of fire continued to accelerate, with a noticeable increase 

in RPG's fired down the rubber row.;. They 'Were landing erratically' everywhere, 

ma.Dy" times flying overhead, !'rom (llle side of the fork to the other, implcting in 

the rubber. Sergeant Noland tried tv reach Captain Newell but was unable to get 



through so he turned his full a.ttention to his unit. At 0200 hours, PC 21 

racei ved an RPG round near ita gas tank; the PC's bucket seat Uld M-6O machiuegan 

ware instantly blown a\lay. 'Ihree men were wounded as a resul t of th18 action _ 

the vehicle cOlllD&Dder was hit in the head by RPG 1"re..gments, the dr1. ver racei Ted 

chest shrapnel, and the gunner received a serious wound in his left arm. All 

three vere p.rt on stretchers and given first aid by the busy medic. PC 21 vas 

no longer putt.1Dg out fire. Once again Sergeant Noland tried to reach the 

Troop ComIzaDder on his COJ:Jmflnd radio, but once again it \laS to no avail. 

At 0215 hours, Sergeant NolAnd radioed his forward observer (FO) to request 

llluam:SMtion shipe. '!he 2nd platoon bad a limited supply of hand flares to light 

the area. '.!he FO, on the headquarters track, tried repeatedly to get illumination 

and artil1e17 support, but W8.8 UDBuccess.f'ul.. At 02)0 hours he was hit, recei v1ng 

a head voand, and was layed out on a stretcher. At this time, an enemy machinegun, 

located directly in front of PC 22 in the rubber (See diagra:m B) opened fire. It 

was knocked out within 10 to 15 minutes. 

'!he enemy continued to put out extryely heavy RPG fire and IIXXierately haa". 

smsll arms fire. Some enemy began to crawl out of the rubber onto rc.ade 303 and 

345 and getting W'ithin 5 feet of the vehicles 'before being stopped by small arms 

fire and baDd grenades. The situation ws becoming increaSingly critical. Again 

Sergeant Roland tried to reach his 00 over his cOIlllIBDd radio net. fir walS on two 

pushes, to his platoOID and CO. Nolam did not discover until first llght that the 

( antenna to the CO IS push had been Dot ott. Up Wlti1 that time he was extremely 

puzzled as to why Captain Newell failed to acknawledge the 2M platoon call sign. 
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FortUDately at 0245 hours, an unidentified helicopter passed overhead and made 

radio contact with Sergeant No18l1d. Dle pilot, after a quick briefing, got through 

to Captain Newell, who finalJ.,. became aware of the 2nd platoon's fire fight, about 

tv":' .. .lr8 atter it had berun. Captain Newell decided quickly to move the 3d 
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platoon to reinforce the 2nd platoon. At the sarne time, he instructed the 1st 

platoon to move north along Road 24; to wnere it junctioned with Road 303 and 

establish a blocking position at that point. Captain Newell directed the 3d 

platoon northwest along the dirt road in the rubber in which he had established 

the troop's conrnand post. Once the platoon roached Road 303, the vehicles 

swung east and rumbled the approximate 3 kilometers to where the 2nd platoon was 

embroiled with the enemy (See Diagr.am A). 

While the 3d platoon was enroute, the snipe~ that r.ad been harassing PC 29 

was finally elin'.i.nated. Shortly thereafter, an P.PG round hit the front of PC 29. 

The track driver was 'Wounded in t'e DE:ck and the PC commander 'Was knocked 

unconscious for about 30 minutes by the concu.ssion. 'lbe v~hicle's .50 caliber 

machinegun was also rendered inoperative, but was functioning again after 45 

minutes of frenzied repiirs. By the time Captain Newell reached the contact area, 

5 of Sergeant Noland IS men wer.;:; in need of ~edevac wI.ile 6 others had 'Wounds of 

a less serious nature. 

When Captain Newell \Jas withl.n leO tr£t;;:::"s of tr.<-; :lnd r1atoen, he ordered his 

tracks to start reconniDg th~ flanks of Road :;03 w.:l.t:--. ~-1-t(. a.nd .50 caliber 

machinegun fire. As it later turned -:ut there "..~ra ;10 enelt: to· the west of the 

2nd platoon along Road 303 beca'\.U;:~ the rubber \!,!3 .~~.~. te.-ck 20 !l1eters on each side 

of t}'e road. The enemy was concentrat~d directly north: east, and south of the 

2nd platoon along the fork~ of the road where the !".lbber came Ur to the edge of 

both split-offs. 

When Captain Newell arrived with the 3d platoon he depl~'ed three PC's each 

on the northern and southern sides of Road 303 facing the rubber and moved his 

two tanks to protect the a~proaches from the two forks (See Diagram C). By this 

time both tanks of the 2nd platoon vere down to 9 and 7 cannister rounds each 

from a basic load of 50; 6 of the platoon fS eilht .50 caliber machineguns were 
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inoperative due either to expended amm~,ition or ene~ fire, and tre troops vere 

very low on rounds. Sergeant Noland estimated that his platoon vas, at beet, a 

half-hour from babE overrun. 

Around 0330 hours, the 3d platoon tank guarding the northern fork approach 

(Read 345) vas hit on the side of the turret vi th an RPG round and rol1ed forward 

.30 to 4D meters (See Diagram C). The tank oomma..nder, Mlmler, and driver vere all 

vounded. Somehov the commander got out of his cupola, drageing the gunner vith 

him ani returned to the 2nd platoon perimeter. The tank drinr vas still inSide 

and could not be returned for because of the heavy volume of enemy fire. 

After Captain Nevell arrived, Sergeant Nolan informed him that he had been 

unable to secure any tube artillery, !RA, or illumination support. The CO told 

him to keep trying. Captain Newell then decided to colllDi t the 1st platoon into 

the area to f'urther reinforce the contact. The 1st platoon left its holding 

position and rumbled Jt kilometers east along Road 303. Fifty meters from the 

contact area, the lead tank of the 1st platoon took a direct hit from an RPG 

rowxl, blew up and killed the driver. The remainder of the crew miraculously got 

out and hopped on the first 1st platoon track that came by. Once the 1st platoon 

reached the contact area, Captain Nevell deployed its tracks in the same fashion 

as he had thoae of the 3d platoon and sent the remaining tank to guard the 

northern fork approach (See Diagram C). 

Then, at 0400 hours, a good three hours after the first heavy contact, 

illumination arrived. Cobra gunships from Blue tlax arrived on station and ringed 

an area 50 meters out from the friendly force vi th a shower of steel. Captain 

Newell said J "Those Cobras did a truly outstanding job." After Blue l-ax worked 

out, enemy pressure lifted enoU£h for dust-off to take place. With the illumina-

tion, Sergeant Noland's five serl0U11y wounded men, including the Fa, vere eftc-

uated at 0430 hours. At the same time, two troops MlShed to extract the wounded 
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cri ver from the 3d platoon tank that had been hit around 0330 hours. He was 

subsequently evacuated but died shortly thereafter. 

After the Cobra gunships sx:pended their lethal firepower, the enemy volUDlle 

of firepower abruptly decreased in inte1l8it7 from beaY7 to sporadic. By 0500 

hours, all contact had ceased. '!be reasoDB for the delay in artillery aJXi 

illumination support was a combination of ubiqui taus enemy contact in the early 

morning hours of 12 August and the relativelr low priority of A Troop, 1-4. 

A first light sveep of the contact area revealed 23 NVA KIA, numerous blood 

trails, 14 AK-47 rifles, 3 RPD launchers, 25 RPG rounds with boosters, 51 band 

grenades, 1 bolt-action rifle, and 1 RPD JII!lchioegun. A Troop, 1-4 Cavalso 

discovered 9 bunkers on both sides of the upper fork (Road 345) freshly dug. 

These bunkers, s pIa t tered vi th blood, were 20 meters back from the road and I.D 

meters from the 2nd platoon perimeter. A sveep of the' contact area a day later, 

13 Auguat, by elements of the I-8th Cav produced 15 more bodies for a total of 38 

NVA KIA. Both Captain Nevell and Sergeant Noland estimated the eneDl1 force at 

between 100 and 150 men. Captain Nevell speculated as to the identity of the 

enemy unit, either 0368 or the l4lst of the 7th NVA Division, while the unit was 

actually hit by an entire battalion from the 272nd, as vas learned from a PW on 

18 August. 

Total friendly losses were 2 US KIA and 12 wounded, 6 of which required 

Medevac. After Captain Newell arrived at the ~ire fight, the 2nd platoon took no 

fUrther casualties. 'IVo more PC's of the platoon were hit by RPG rounds, but 

RPG screens on the front of the PC's saved them from ser1ious damage. Sergeant 

Nolan wrote down that his platoon alone had fired 14,000 rounds .50 caliber, 

2 oa ... of M-16 rounds, detonated 2 cases of claymores am used up 12 cases of 

1-:-'79 HE. 
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PART IV: CONTACT OF 1-16 (~CHANIZED) TASK FORCE 

On the afternoon of 7 August, at 1342 hours, the 1-16 Mach vas alerted to 

clear fire support 8ase Jim. At this ti~e, the Battalion (-) vas OPCON to the 

11th Armored Cavalr:-I Regiment and composed of A eDd C Collplnies, vhich vere to 

be the only tvo organic line companies it was to employ for the next ten days. 

The Battalion (-) also included Headquarters and Headquarters Company; there vas 

no reconnaissance platoon or tanks. By 1530 hours the column tail of the 1-16 

vas out of Jim. The Battalion closed into fire support base Aspen (XT 7498(1) 

at 0.315 hours on 8 August. At 0800 hours the same day, the 1-16 left Aspen for 

fire support base Eagle I (XT 696927), arriving there at 13.30 hours. The 

Battalion (-) left Eagle I after one hour, and moved to establish and secure 

fire support base Eagle II (XT 747930). The 1-16 also provided security for the 

movement of 4-9 ARVN headquarters and a self-propelled l55mm battery (6 tubes) 

from Eagle I to Eagle II. Later in ke afternoon of 8 August, A Troop, 1-4 

Cav became OPCON to 1-16. On 8,9, and 10 August, 1-16 operated from Eagle 

II vith a task force consisting of its ovn A and C Companies, A/1-4, a l55~~ 

self-propelled battery, and vith 4-9 ARVN Headquarters co-located at the fire 

support base in Dong Tien fashion. 

The I-16th first received vord of NVA presence in the Fishhook on 8 August. 

The battalion also knew that the 271st and 272nd NVA Regiments vere planning 

a push to AD Loc and Quan Loi in the very near future. On 10 Auguat, A/1-4 vas 

released from OPCON of 1-16. That same day, one platoon from C Company, 1-16, 

together vi th one company from 4-9 ARVN, killed 23 NVA in the Vicini t:: of 

XT 6.37972. At 1.340 hours on 11 August, the 1-16 vas ordered to move to and secure 

a fire support base at IT 7~7968, vhich vas to become Allons II. 

In the evening of 11 Aurust, C Company, 1-16 vas at Allons II as a ready 

reaction force vith D Company, 5-7 Cav OPCCN. A Company, 1-16 vas 7 kilometers 
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southeast at fire support base '1hunder IV (XT 762896) for security. Shortly 

after midnight, on 12 August, the 9th ARVN Command Post at Chanh Tanh was hit 

with 8-40 rocket and small arms fire. A short time later, enemw infiltration 

began to apply strong pressure on ARVN elements at Chanh Tanh. A Company, at 

Thunder IV, was alerted to begin preparations for moving to Chanh Tanh to 

reinforce. 

At 0141 hours, fire base Aspen came under enemy attack; the 1-16 was alerted 

for possible deployment to Aspen. By 0200 hours, 1-16 had been alerted for 

Chan Tanh, Aspen, An Loc, and Thur.der IV. Five minutes later, suspectingan 

imminent enemy attack, C Company at Allons II dismounted all personnel fron: its 

tracks, except for the commanders and gunners for the .50 caliber machineguns, 

to man tbe perimeter. However, between 0230 hours and 0345 hours, things quieted 

down and all elements of 1-16 returned to their normal alert status. 

At 0605 hours, A Conq:any, 1-16 was alerted to leave Thunder IV and execute 

a counter-attack plan. At 0609 hours, the Corrpany pulled out of the fire support 

base and moved north to XT 739924, just south of Eagle II. At 0609 hours, 1-16 

received work from the 11th ACR to move one company (C) to recon within a 4 

square kilometer grid box (2 kilo~eters on a side) centered on XT 6891. Initial 

emphasis Was to be given to the northwest corner of the box. The 1-16 was also 

instructed to move a rifle company (D/5-7th Cav) to screen, facing east, a 

4 Kilometer square grid box centered on XT 6889. A Company, now positioned below 

Eagle II, was instr~cted to check out a 4 kilometer grid box centered on 

XT 72g8. All three companies of 1-16 task force now had specific instructions 

and began movin:' to carj'~' ther.: ou-::. A Company waited at its position south 

of Eagle II until C Compan:" with D/5-7 Cav OPCON, moved south fron: Allons II 

and marri3ci up (See Jiais-ra.:;: A). Xi':; i-leS task force, \vith C COrr'pany first in 

the or,~;]r or ::lOv·::;:'~ent, coga.n mov:i.. in a. southwest direction. 
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l',t 0705 hou::,s on 1;;: t'.ugust, -e.;.~· 3~e 'er',ts of C Cor.;pan~· received heavy RFG 

and au~ocr.atic v'eapons C'ir~ fron the vicinity of XT 7C690J (.3ee Diagram A). ':'he 

first track in the column was hit by an RPG round and knocked out of action. A 

few seconds later, the driver was felled by a 57mm recoilless rifle. The task 

force deployed on line and prepared to sweep the ambush site down the rubber 

rows against an enemy esti~ated to be the size of a reinforcec company. A Company 

was on the left and C Comnany on the right, with the Cav troops from D/5-7 

dismounting on line in front of the tracks and interspersed among them. The 

battalion comrrander's track was wedged between A and C Companies, and two tracks 

were staggered behind the right and left extremes on the line protecting the 

flanks (See Diagram B). Troops from A and C Companies jumped off their tracks 

and darted for cover. From prone positions they opened up with their organics 

laying down bases of fire. This fire suer-lemented the tracks' .50 caliber and 

M-60 rrachinegun fire which was spraying the area. There was much crawling back 

and forth between firing positions and tracks for ammunition resupply. The 

general direction of fires was north-south, with the task force located north. The 

enemy fire output steadily increased. Around 0745 hours, tube artillery, gunships 

and aerial rocket artillery were called in to support. About this time, the 

battalion commander1s track and those of the A and C company commanders were all 

knocked out by RPG's. All three co~manders mounted other tracks. The enemy tried 

to move northwest to cut off C Company's right flank. However, due to aggressive 

fighting by the 1-16 task force, the enemy was forced eastward. The strategy 

was to force the enemy 14[0 meters eastward out of the rubber and into a clearing 

where artillery and cobra gunships from the 1st Air Cavalry DiVisionIs 2d/20th 

ARA Battalion (Blue ¥ax) could place more accurate fire on him (See Diagram B). 

As the day prorressed, contact was continuous. By 1200 hours, three more tracks 

from the 1-16 task force had been rendered inoperative, two due to RPG rounds and 
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one as a result of 60mm mortar fire; no injuries resulted. However, shortly after 

neon, AK-47 fire from a sniper killed one US soldier. At 1400 hours, the command 

and control helicopter of the battalion's S-3 was shot down by .50 caliber fire 

at an altitude of 600 feet. One gunner and the co-pilot were wounded; they were 

extracted 15 minutes later by 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) aircraft. By 

1500 hours, the S-3 was in another aircraft and back over the contact area. At 

1600 houn, on command from the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment cOlTU'n9.nder, contact 

was broken. All friendly units returned to their original fire support bases 

to resume their ready reaction force responsibilities. 

Throughout the contact hours, D Company, 5-7 Cav was quite instrumental in 

enabling A and C Companies of 1-16 (rl:ech) to force the NVA to move east and 

prevent them from turning either friendly flank. To quote Lieutenant Colonel 

Kenneth G. Cassels, the battalion comrr_ander, "I have never witnessed more 

aggressive fighting by a unit over here in Vietnam than D/5-7; it did a 

hell of a job." 

C Company, 1-11 Armored Cavalry Regiment did l10t arrive in the contact area 

until 1500 hours, at the tail end of the fire fight. It was not able to make a 

significant contribution to the total effort. 

The results of tl:e contact showed 29 'I:fVA KIA by actual bod:.r count and numerous 

blood trails. Enemy equipment seized during the day's action included 35 

Chicom grenades, 2 AK-47 rifles, 2 M-16 rifles, 4 RPG-2 launchers, 1 RPG-7 

launcher with 1 B-40 round, lx57R.: round, and lOxD-L.O boosters, Friendly 

casualties showed 2 US KIA, 27 US WIA, and 5 PC's destroyed. 
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APPENDIX V: E Troop, 2-llth ACR Counter-Attack 

E Troop, 2d Squadron, 11th ACR secured and reinforced LZ Sidewinder during 

the early JlX)rning hours of 12 August 1969. At approximately 0700 hours on the 

same day, E Troop received an order to move from LZ Sidewinder and conduct 

reconnaissance in force operations of an area approxi~tely 4 kilometers to their 

northwest. This operation was part of the overall counter-attack plan which 

was initiated by allied forces against the enemy. 

To accomplish this mission, E Troop was ordered to procede up "Route Tn to 

an area designated "&-4". If contact was not made with the enemy, the Troop was 

then to procede to an area designated "R-5" and conduct further reconnaissance of 

this area. At this time, E Troop consisted of 3 Mechanized Platoons and a Head-

quarters element, which was composed of 16, Ml13A1, ACAV Armored Personnel 

Carriers (APC's). H Company, 2-l1th ACR which was composed of 2 tank platoons 

and one ACAV platoon was to follow E Troop via "Route Zit and recon an area 

designated "~6". 
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On order, E Troop 'cegan moving to "R.-4" and made no contact wi th the ene~ 

while an l"OUte arrl during the reconnaissance of the area. Conseouently, the 

Troop regrouped and moved to "R.-5" and again mde no contact during this recon-

naissance operation. The Troop then split into platoon size elements and began 

conducting reconnaissance of the surrounding area. In the meantime, the Troop 

CoDll'lWlMer's APC developed mechanical dif"icul ty resulting in E Troop Id.rm.s the 

3d platoon, moving and regroupiD€ at the village of Lang Nam. 'lhe 3d platoon 

continued to recon the area and in so doing split into smaller elements. Again 

the platoon made no contact with the enemy so it regrouped at a road junction 

approximately 1 kilometer east of Lang Nam. At this location, the platoon 

received. small arms fire but contact broke immediately vi th no friendly 

casualties. 'lhe platoon then proceeded to Lang Nam were it rejoined the Troop. 
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While E Troop ws accomplishing its mission, H Company began moving to l'tR-6n 

at O&X:> on 12 August 1969 via IlRoute Z". wnile proceeding to their destination, 

the company had to fight its way in and out of t/dnh Due making a passage 

through the lines of the 15th ARVN Cavalry which had a troop size unit in 

sporadic engagement wi thin the town. H Company's area reconnaissance mission in 

"R-6" was completed without incident. However, in proceeding to and from this 

area, and in reinforcement of E Troop, they sustained 10 casualties; 2 KIA, 8 WIA, 

and lost two tanks to RPG fire. 

E TRoop 
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After regrouping at the village, the commander directed the troop to return 

to the area in which t~e 3d platoon ~ade contact. When the Troop arrived at 

the road junction, they found no enemy elements. E Troop then proceeded along 

the road in a so~therly direction into a rubber plantation. It must be kept 

in mind that as the Troop moved towards the plantation, it was moving on 
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"Route Z" which H Company had passed over earlier that day. When the Troop 

reached the rubber plantation., the road upon which they were traveling ("Route 2") 

then turned to the southeast. As soon as the Troop entered the plantation, 
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the 3d platoon which was the ~ sad element, spotted several individuals running. 

The platoon imediately engaged these individuals with their organic wearons and 

made a turning movement to the right allowing the platoon to move directly 80uth 

through the plantation. The 2d platoon immediately deployed to provide security 

for the left flank and the entire Troop then went on line. Contact with the 

enemy was quickly broken. However, following a two to four minute lull, at 

1210 hours on the 12 August 1969, E Troop began receiving heavy RPG and machine gun 

fire from all directions. Specialist 5th Class James E. Foote who was an APC 

driver for the 1st platoon of E Troop said, "I've never seen anything like itl 

We were getting fire from all directions I PC's (meaning armored personnel 

carriers) were getting hit allover the place. It was quiet and then all at 

once all hell broke loose 111 The maj ori ty of the fire was coming from a bunker 

co~lex that was located within the rubber plantation which was off the road. 
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This complex was 200 meters long (from east to west) and 75 meters in width 

(from north to south). The bunker complex turned out to be a base area for a 

battalion of the 27lst Regiment of the 9th YC Division. 
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NOTE: Initially, 3d platoon(on the right)detected movement. 

Moving forward the platoon !l"Ade a turning movement to the 
right, heading directly south. The 1st platoon was directed 
to move up on the left. After a 2 to 4 minute lull follow­
ing minor small arms fire, the assaulting elements came 
under heavy fire from numerous RPG teams, and possible 
heavy mchinegun fire. Elements from the 2d platoon moved 
up to protect the left flank. At this time the assault 
was halted, E Troop having sustained 43 total casualties 
and 7 ACAY's hit by RFG fire. (Small squares represent 
ACAY's with E Troop bumper numbers shown ~lthin). 

56 

,. 



-- -_.---

The terrain consisted of red clay, new rubber trees which vere 14 feet 

in heighth and had foilage. There were also numerous terraces which proVided 

the enem;y cover and concealment. The visibility at the time was good and E 

Troop began closing on line from north to south. E Troop fired its weapons 

without restriction to all flanks and to the front of their location. As the 

troop continued south, they apprO'tched the bunker cOl'lplex and fighting became 

quite fierce. 

E Troop continued to close with and destroy the en~ until the Troop 

Comnander had lost two platoon leaders and could not continue forward. The 

Squadron CO, who was on the scene by this tiDJe, directed the Troop to redeploy 

so artillery and Tac Air could be directed onto the objective. At this time, 

five APC's were burning in the area of contact. The remaining vehicles moved 

back to Lang Nam in order to Medevac their casual ties. The S- 3 then directed 

air strikes into the area along vi th artillery and ARA. 

H Company ws later directed to move into the area of contact to recover 

the dead. At 1425 hours on 12 August 1969, H Compiny entered the area and 

received RPG fire sustaining two casual ties who eventually died !'rom 7.heir 

wounds. Fire ws returned and H Co~pany was instructed to withdraw to allow 

an air strike to be employed. They -,.,ere further instructed tc move fire support 

base Aspen and secure it. The reason being, the weather was clOSing, air 

support we not available, and neither were Command and Control aircraft. 

2Lt Hudkins was the platoon leader of the 2d platoon of E Troop. His 

vehiCle was one of the first APC's to be hit by RPG fire. The unit medic 

checked the wounded officer and prono\U'lced him dead due to the large amount 

of blood co~~ng fro~ his chest and groin. There were no signs of life and the 

medic moved on to assist other wounded personnel. At approximately 1700 hours 

on 15 August 1965, an Air Cavalry Troop was flying in the contact area of the 
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12 August encounte,. Several kilo~eters d~e sc~th fro~ t~e l~ttle site, at t~e 

edge of the plantation, an APC vas observed and trooFs vere ins8rted intc L~e 

area to investigate. ',./hen t.he grou.'1r1 elements arrived at the :ccation of the 

APe, they found 2Lt Hudkins inside the AfC and still alive after three days. 

The Lieutenant vaguely remembered the llrtillery concentretions s.nd H.e ir.suL. 

air strikes. Apparently, ~e cravled back inside his APe (E-22) and attempted 

to bandage his vounds. It is believed that the :.ieutenant remained at that 

location the entire night and on 13 August drove his APe to the location ~r.ere 

he was located on 15 August. 

Between 1300 hours on 12 August and 03Dr hours on 13 August, 4 air strikes 

were placed into the area of contact along lJi th artillery. During this :eric~ 

a total of 0050 pounds high explosive (HE) bombs, 22x500 poUDd HE bombs, 14 

Napalm bombs, 386 rounds of 105 howitzer, and 46 rounds of 8" hwi tzer Vf!re 

placed within 1,000 meters of the Cf)1ta('+ "lrea envolvir:? :: ':'roop. F'u.rt:~e~:crc?, 

8 cobras from th3 2d Sn (Aft\), 20t . their am.":ltmi tbr. 

into this area d-.;ring the sa:-.e +~-" ~e initial contact lJi th ::;~c 

resulted in 31 NVA bei ng killed, w!:L c t:·:e Troop had 4 A.-:eri car..9 killed, 

wounded, and 1 wissing in action. The ~rt 'Uery conce::trations t.ha.t feU o;,:e . 

the ground battle resulted in 12 ~;'1;" :::eing killed w,hile ABA accounted for 15 

addi tional NV;. being killed vhich brC"l -"',. the :'otal to 5P :;V;, soldiers who 

died. The air strikes resulted .:.:, 
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RESULTS OF TROOP E ENGAGEMENT OF 12 AUGUST 1969 

1. PERSONNEL: 

a. Enemy: .31 KIA; 12 Killed by Artillery; 15 Killed by Helicopter 

b. Friendly: .38 WIA; 4 KIA; 1 MIA 

2. EQUIPHENT: 

a. Ene~ lA:>sses: 8 RFG-7; 7 RPG-2; 12 AK-47 rifles, .32 Rounds B-4D; and 
15 Hand Grenades 

b. 'lhe following is a list of weapons and equipment by type recovered by 
US Forces from E Troop engagement on 12 August 1969. 

~~14) sa 
'!bree (.3) ea 
Twenty One (21) sa 
'!Wo (2) ea 
Two (2) sa 
One (1) ea 
One (1) sa 
Fourteen (14) sa 
Twenty Six (26) sa 
Five (5) ea 
Five (5) sa 
Five (5) sa 

~ 
MllJAl ACAV's 
Mll.3Al ACAV's 
CVC Helmets 
Radios RT-125/VRC 
Radios P-442/VRC 
Radio RT-246/VRC 
Radio R-442/VRC 
M-W l·;s.chinegun 
~:-16 Rifles 
Cal. 45 Pistols 
14-79 Grenade Iaunchers 
Cal •• 50 V1Ei.c!1ineguns 

DiSPOsition 
Combat Loss 
Modera te nmage 
Comba t lA:>s s 
Combat lA:>ss 
Combat Loss 
Moderate IQmage 
Hoderate Iamage 
90mbat lA:>ss 
Combe. t lA:>s s 
Combat lA:>ss 
Combat Loss 
Combat lA:>ss 

c. The following is a list of weapons and equipment not recovered and 
presumed in the hands of the eneIllY' from the engagement of 12 August 
1969. 

Number 
Two (2) sa 
Sixteen (16) sa 
Two (2) ea 
One (I) sa 

~ 
N-60 Vachineguns 
r.:-16 Rifles 
1-1-79 Grenade Launchers 
Cal .50 ;,achinegun 
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Disposition 
Hand of enemy 
Hand of enemy 
Hand of enemy 
Hand of enemy 
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Reproaucec at tile iIIatlOf1al ArchIVes 

APPENDIX I 

INTERROGATION REPORTS, HOI Ci!ANH NGIJ'I"N VAN AN. 

A. Initial In.terrogation Re}jort. 

1. Ng'l.(Yan Vall An, Pri'Vate, SaFper, 1st Squad, 2d I'latOQU, 2d Cor.:pe.ny, 
unknown battalion, 272d Regiment, 9th VC Division.. rallied at IT 721858 on 
29 Jul.y at approxi.aa.tely 1&X) hours tv the 2l4th Regional F'orce Comreny. 
Source had no ..... f';8.pcm~ OT' dcctnnel1ts :in his J.l0ssession at time of capture, but 
he did have a compass. 

2. Under questioning, An gav~ the folloying information clLo'lt ru.s. unit 
and other units of which he had kncvle,.ige: 

Source said the 2d COM}Ai:1Y had Rpproxi!1't8te1:r 80 IMO. .Jom-ce had no 
knowledge of aD¥ un1 ts of the 9th VC Di vi sion. 

SVl~e stated tha.t the 9th VC Division :'lad j reg1rr:6llts; tile .lst, ;2£j 

and 3d. Source .said each regi:rntJnt bad .~ battalions. The 2d F.ee,:!ment c(')n~dsted 
of the 4th, 5th t and 6th battalions. TIle fol1O\.r1ng comptniaB are atta..:hed direct­
ly to the 2d Regiment' H-16 (82_ MOl'tar CompaiJ;y); H-1? (IlK '7; Con:;any); H-18 
(122mm Rocket Company); H-19 (E.ag1t1eel' C;)l'".pany) and the 2d Cornpar:t.f Sapper 
Reconnaissance. 

Source stated that he and a}J'Fl'oximB.tely 80 other mf':l; .. ~.:;:a}J:r-iaing tr.e 2d 
Compa.n;y were receiving Sapp"if ~.rai."il1~! erod r..~ .had ~eard R':Ii£.e 0i.' thl:l ou~eI' ::len 
speak .of much fighting in the 1 'J.tll..!"e \near::;uy;. 

J. Background : 

Source said he and 18 others joined 2d Cor::.pa.Il.Y O!l July 7th 1'169. He 
had been f oroed to join the VC on J June 1969 at My 'iia.nh vi llage when 5 VC and 
approximately 18 other new recru.1 ts ca~e VI >~; rani:. ?''!''()::'1 tl;er~ Lhay \leI'" 
taken to Long An Province, Tan Tru Dist:.:-ic'T" ':'an Pho~.lc ville.g<3 ;il;o::"1) they 
picked up some a.mmuni tien. Source and approxinata:'y :.: "thersr:er; carrhla 
5 8-40 rounds each. They carried tld:; arnI"l\ml tion to 'ray Ninh Province, 'he. 
Cau village. This part of t.b.e t..l'ip teok afproxirrately 15 da,-s.. They then 
took the a.mmunition fror:: Trl!l. Cau villa.ge acrcss t:"e border !.nto Call1bcd!a. 
Source arrived in his Cai'ubod1an base ~l:l;; t)r: '7 July lSf,i1, i;i.I..a t~18.t day Ltl 
started his training aa a saeper. 

4. Tnterroga tor's (:Omme;'lt: Source '.las very (;0 ope ra tl ve ane. he ansverell 
questions vithout hesltation. Source volunteered. all kncwledge which he felt 
would be helpful. Source twico stated that he vas wUling tv guide allied 
troops lnto the area. 

5. Present Disposition of Captiv~: Source is presently located at the 
MACV Compound, An Loc District I Binh tong Province, SVN. 

6. DB Corr:tm8l1t: Source seems to he .":"&lng a memorizaa recital of AiU t S 

and organization of his knowledge is .;:--.W3ua.l1y broad f·':)r a pr1vatf'l, f(:rceC 
laborer, who has been vitil the 9th 'iC Division !'or only 5<) days. The source 
correctly states the AKA's for the 2~2d pq~:ent, the 1st, 2d, and 3d Battalions 
of the 27M Regiment, and the H-j 9 Engulet:r ~ompR.Il1 and the H-21 Sapper Racon 
r -':AlllY. He has confused his ider.tHicatiun of the regimental AKA'. for the 
271s~ ~ 2?3d, however, and H-16's and ~-l?'B designations vere reversed b,y 
the source. !!-16 is the 7;mm RR Compltny and H-l? is the S2lJIlI mortar compa.ny. 
Regimental siz" forces do. not normally have a 1221I1n roclcet eanablllty. The 
9th VC DiviSion has hj storical1y been cr.arged with opening the east-vest 
route to Saigon from the vicinity of the Angel's Wing east. The 88th Regi-
ment 'Was mentioned in Source's spot report as continutng to o~rate in Tay 
Ninh Province \Jest of 'Iay Ninh city and north. Sources kno\..'lldge of other 
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units in the fishhook could be partially correct. The 1st and the 7th NV! Div­
isions headquarters elements could be in the area. Elements of the 5th VC 
Division may have moved north during the last tvo weeks. In the past it has 
operated along ths Saigon River below the Fishhook. 

B. Supplementary Interrogation Report. 

1. Background: Source now admitted, two days after the above, that he 
was a platoon leader in the H-21 Sapper Recon Company, 272d Regiment, 9th VC 
Division. He stated that by 20 June 69 elements of the 27lst and 272d Regi­
ments had returned to the Fishhook area while the BBth Regiment remained in 
the lay Ninh area. The 9th VC Division re-located into the area between the 
o Slai Strang stream and 0 Loved Streaa. 

2. M1ai1on: After the withdrawal into the Cambodian aanctuaries all four 
divisions (1st, 5th, 7th, and 9th) dispatched their subordiDate Recon companies 
to reconnoiter targets in SVN. After one ~onth of reconnaissance the companies 
were recalled to discuss the situation. On 20 July, the Recon platoons belong­
ing tb the 4th, 5th, and 6th Battalions of the 272d Regiment, along with their 
respective Battalion Commanders, were dispatched to the An Loc area to scout 
the situation there. They were to choose possible avenues of approach. The 
6th Battalion will have the mission of providing a blocking force between 
village B (xmlB57) and Binh Ninh (X'T?21862). The Sapper Compan;y of the 
272d will attack Binh Ninb. The 271st Regiment will set up a blocking force 
between Village 6 (x1'68B875) and Village 8. The Binh Long Local Force Bat­
talion (0368) will operate with the 4th and 5th Battalions of the 272d Regi­
ment. However, if 0368 for some reason is unable to participate, then the 
Sapper Battalion (K59) from the 9th VC Division will replace them. An also 
believed that the four main force divisions would have the following targets: 
9th VC Division - An Loc; 7th NVA Division - Q'uEin Loi, Loc Ninh, Bo IUc; 
1st NVA Division - 'ray Ninh, and interdiction of QL 1.3 south of An Loc; 
5th VC Division - 'ray Ninh. 

By 20 July, elements of the 7th rfVA Division had re-located within a 
four kilometer radius of XU500050. At this time, the 1st and 5th NV! Divisions 
were also pulling back into Cambodia, along the border north of ~ Ninh. 
Also the K7l Hospital was located in Cambodia within a .3 kilometer radius of 
XU4SQ4. 'nlere were numerous caches within a five to six kilometers radius of 
this area including one million liters of rice. An stated that motor vehicles 
are driven freely t.l-:lroughout this area • 

.3. Additional Inf orrra tion : Source stated he joined the VC fi va years ago 
when he was 14. Since then he had participated in battles with the 9th Division 
against Dond Xoai, 10c Ninh, An Loc, Bo Due and Tay Ninh. 

4. OB Comnent: OB has no evidence. of such a relocation of the four main 
force divisions. OB carries the 9th Division along and arc southwest of 'l'a1' N:1nh 
City along the Cambodian border, however. OB cannot rule out the possibUl tz of 
§uch a move, (ed. italics). 
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APPENDIX II 

INTELLIGENCE BUILD-TE 25 July - 10 Augus t 1969 

1. 25 July s (IT 720737) 14 Jan S of An Loc, B/l-B found documents left behind 
in a bunker c'mplex by enemy they had driven out. 
ID: 101D, C-18 Anti-aircraft Company. 

2. 27 July: (XU 723030) On road bEtween An Loc and Loc Ninh, F/2-ll killed 
1 NVA. ID: C-2 Sapper Recon Co, 209th Regi.tr.ent. 

3. 28 July: (IT 7177'11), 3km SS~" of An Loc, C/5-7 killed 2 NVA 
ID: 27lst, 272M Regiments. 

4. *29 July: (IT 719858), 3km W of An Loc, Nguyen Van An rallied to 2l4th RFC. 
Sent to An Loc Chieu Hoi Center, 31 July. 
ID: 9th VC DiVision. 

5. 31 July: (IT 359178) Vicinity Angel fS Wing, Hoi Chanh Nguyen Van Do, XA Co 
28 H~et Guerillas rallied. Said 9th Div pa~sed through xa Co 
Hamlet (7600) between 1-5 July. 

6. 01 Aug: (XU .99207), l6km E of loc Ninh, D/1-7 killed 5 NVA, captured 2. 
One PW said 7th NVA Division to attack Quan Loi. 

7. *31 July: An Loe Ghieu Eoi Center, US Interrogators discovered :;oi Chanh An 
(item 4 above) who said 2th VC Division was in the Fishhook. 

S. 02 Aug: (XT 863877) Hoi Chanh Nguyen Van Sen who rallied to 399th RF at 
An Loe said two companies of the 9th VC Div were reconnoitering 
the area in mid-July and stayed two weeks. D368 LF foD OW'ed them 
through. 

9. 03 Aug: (XU 717044) Hoi Cr.anh wounded on 27 July (item 2) said the 
209th Re~'lment would attack Soc 10 between 5 and 7 August. 

10. *03 Aug: An Loc. Hoi Cr.anh An re·.'ealed he was from H-21 Sapper Recon 
Company, 272nd Regiment and he drew out basic plans for attacks on 
Binh Long Province by elements of the 9t~, 7th, and 1st Divisions, 
5-15 AugUst. (See Appendix I) 

11. 04 Aug: (XU 595105) ACT 11th ACR killed 4 NVA N of Fishhook, no ID. 

12. 05-06 Aug: (XU 577188-58 172) N of Fishhook, ACT Killed 21 NVA. 

13. 04 Aug: (VIS 340189) Vicinity of Angel's Wing, Hoi Chanh Le '!hanh Hien, 
PIt Ldr C-lOO SaDper Co. H95 Recon Bn, 9th VC Division, rallied 
to 127th RFC. 9th DiVision at XT 970700. 

14. 08 Aug: An Loc, Hoi Chanh Pham Van Do, member 8th Bn. 2(,9th Regiment said 
that unit would cross Camcodian border at XT 5795, move east to 
cross Canle River to attack An Loe. 

15. 09 Aug: (XU 638018) Vic. Fishhook, B/1-9 killed 23 NVA. ID: rOss 272nd 
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APPENDIX II 

INTELLIGENCE BUILD-UP (CONTINUED) 

16. 09 Aug: 

17. 09 Aug: 

18. 10 Aug: 

(XT Ec5905) 0905 Hours, vic Fishhook, ACT killed 33 NVA and cap­
tures 6. ID; 271 and 101D. 

XT 5990 grid square, vic Fishhook, 1115 hours BDA of B-52 strike 
spotted individuals sitting in stunned state. ARP's captured 6, 
killed 2, 4 NVA KBlI, 2 NVA KBA. ID: 271 and 101D. 

(XT 622972) Fishhook, BDA spotted .40-50 individuals sitting in a 
lightly vegetated area. Psyops bird, ARP1s, B/1-9 Blues, pIt from 
1-16 Mech, and 60 from 4-9 ARVN's inserted. 31 NVA KIA, 4 PW, 4 HC. 
ID; ,72nd Regiment. 

Th..;. 'oughout the development of the intelligence picture, technological 
means made a significant contribution in helping to clarify the ene~'s dis­
positions and intentions. 

ltlms: 5 US }iIA, 129 NY! KIA. 16 PW"s 
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APPENDIX III 

CHRONOLOGY 12 Ai..i.f;ust F69, FRIE~iDI,Y CA'::':;'LTIES A~m ENEY.Y :.,aSSES: 

0045: Chon Thanh hit be an eatima ted enemy company and incoming IOOrtars. F /2-11 
ACR moved to SW end of airstrip for securlt,. ID: 1010. 
9 NVA KIA. 7 ARVN KIA. 22 4RVN nA. 

0105: LZ ANDY receives incoming followed by sapper attacks at three different 
locations (See Part IT, Appendix 2) ID: 34, 35, 37th Co's, J-16 Armor 
Officer (Sapper), 272nd. 2. us KIA. 2J .. :IA. 55 NVA KIl. 7 PW. 

0115: 2d PIt, A/1-4 hit by very heaT; ground attack in screening posi ticn. 

0120: An Lec receives heavy B-40 fire. 

0135: Sidevinde!" rEceives incoming 6Cwn mortar rounds. 

0141: Aspen receives fout rounds, unkno'Wn variety, incoming. 

0141: Phu Mieng (XT 7991) hit b~: f:IJ tn..'T. !lX)rtar incoming. 

0150: An Loo and villages NW receives u .. nknown number of mOl .. tar rounds. 

0210: Lec Ninh, FSB Jon and Y..ACV cOl!!pound receive incoming &..nd 8lIBii ground. 
probe. D/1-11 at N end of airs:rip hit by RPG IS. ....:: NVA KIA. 

0227: Aspen edt by heavy ground prnbe, $}'JOoky ar:1v~s 0258. Situation qdet b .. 
0315. ID: 209th. 1 US KIA. 19 US WIA. 32 !NA KIA, .2. PW. 

0228: D/1-1l ACR still taking RPGt s , 2 ve" icles burning, boe US trapped in 
cupola. ID: 209th. l..US KIA. 1 KC5 KIA. 8 US WIA. 12 NVA KIA. 

0241: Sidewinder under heavy attack. ('305 ~rvA in wire, 03:::"5 .1 ACR to send E/2-11 
to reinforce. 0316 NV., inside N~': .:;ide nf ,eri:neter, AR.<\, Spc:-:ky expend. 
0330 E Trp rooves out. 0400, 1st Plt, E. Trp reaches peri:neter; OaO rest 
of E Trn closes. 0413 OM CC. ;(_0 Ah'lN leading up to move to SideWinder 
from Ci:O!1 Tani .... 0641 PW 511./S :':'Jt.. Bhtral10n to ~it 2-11. In K2 Bn, 2'"'71;: .... 
1 US KIA, 3 US \.IIA. 44 Ar{':;~ KIA. 7~ :rVA KIA. 3 ~NA :H·i, k 110I CHANHS. 

0315: A/.1-4reinforces the 2d nt. ;: ,IS KIA.14'..JIA. 38 N'lAKIA (ID: 27~). 

OJ41: Loe Ninr:; 1-11 sends C Trp \Ii b .J.. C.) 34 Rangers to !'eini'orce D Company. 

0345: Hon Quan, vic An Loc, receives 4x107mm rockest at w~st gate. 

0413: An Lec r,it by 5x82mm mort::::' rounds from west. 

c645: Blue Max engages enemy force evadi:1g vic IT 79°8. 8 :;~.·A KBH. 

0745: A/1-16 marries ur 'With C/1-16 and engages USEr while executing cODftte!'­
attack plan; D/~-7 reinforces. 2 US KIA. 26 ~IA. 29 NVA KIA. 

0810: B/1-9 enga;::es eVlvEng eneMy force off Andy; 6 NYA KBH. 10 HOI CH .. AiffiS. 
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APPENDIX III 

CHRONOLOGY (CONTINUED) 

0820: All-5, B/1-5, am A/2-5 Cav combat assault into LZ "zulu" begins to block 
enemy egress as airmobile part of counter-attack plan. 

0825: C/1-9 at IT 862890 receives ground fire, engages. 2 NYA PH. 

0840: B/1-9 Cav choppers engage enem;y force evading vic .xu 625175: 9 NVA KBH. 

1005: All-II, 4-34 Rangers, 7km N of Loc Ninb engage USDF: 7 NYA KIA. 

1140: CP /1-11 receives 20x82mm mortar rounds, no casual ties or damage. 

1210: E/2-11 while executing c .. ounter~ttack plan engages Bn-size enemy force. 
4 US KIA. 1 MIA*. 36 WIA. 31 NYA KIA. 12 NVA KBA, 13 NVA KBH. 

1330: H/2-11 moves to reinforce E Trp, contacts USDF S of their position. 
1 US KIA. 12 WIA. 29 NVA KIA. ID: 271. 

1425: F/2-11 escorting convoy along QL 13 engages large enemy force. ID: 101D 
2 US KIA. 50 NYA KIA. 

1610: A/5-7 on sweep around Andy received one Hoi Chanh, apparently burned by 
fougasse. 

'IDTALS: 20 US KIA 
1 US MIA* 

145 US WIA 

52 ARVN KIA 
59 ARVN WIA 

M~ NVA KIA 
15 NVA PW 

*MIA from E/2-11: Letter was found supposedly from him inside 1/3-11 
night perimeter a month later. Letter seemed authentic and stated 
that MIA is in NLF hospital receiving medical attention. 
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THE BATTLE OF BINH LONG PROVINCE 

APPENDIX IV: B-52 STRIKES 

1. 041825 August 
IT 495895-498905-465913-463903 

042310 August 
XU 936155-936165-966165-966155 

2. 051110 August 
IT 509903-481911-48921-512913 

3. 062315 August 
IT 509903-481911-483921-512913 

062100 August 
IT 448912-456917-472893-464888 

4. 071625 August 
IT 571959-581964-556985-565990 

072110 Augus t 
XU 803245-811252-832232-825224 

070915 August 
IT 609878-619879-621859-611858 

5. 081630 August 
IT 588910-597917-614894-607888 

081125 August 
IT 603932-602921-633928-632919 

080635 August 
IT 639529-643935-658909-651904 

080920 August 
IT 645939-674943-676934-647929 

082120 August 
XU 577062-586064-525033-595036 

081840 August 
XU 609120-612111-583102-580112 

081430 August 
XU 653113-663113-663083-653083 

6. 091635 August 
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XU 764231-773235-788210-779205 
090130 August 

XU 786225-794230-913207-805201 
091845 August 

XU 574205-583210-597185-589180 
092215 August 

IT 539912-566900-563891-535903 
090645 August 

XU 600025-608032-616000-625008 
090430 August 

IT 590910-590900-620900-620910 
091425 August 

XU 555003-585003-585031-555013 
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APPENDIX V 

ARTILLERY SIJPFvk'l' SIJttHA.B.I 

'1'110 artillery bE, t. ttl j f OllB !Jere p&I'8..t'louut in the acUOD or the 3d Brigade, l1ret Ca. v 
aDd the 11th ACR du.. ~g the period 12 August - 20 '~t. The lIDite were the 1st 
Bn, 211t Arty (ll:~r..1:l'·j fI First Cav artillery unit in direct eupport or the third 
brigade, and the 6th an, :_ ;t,h Arty (8-inch/17511111) a II field Force unit ",hich con­
trolled the first:! of the sepe.rt\te batteries of the 11th ACR and wo provided Gen­
eral SUpPOrt artillery to US am ARVN forces. 

The arti11erl forces part1cipated Hlt1.mt.t.tel:: in preparation of plana for the de­
fense and counter-attack. Fire lllallB were developed to support ground force 
lDIJl8Uver plans. Tarc:eta were :;dle cted a.nd planned iD close cooperatiOl1 vi th the 
5-2 and 5-J perti",nne1 of the lith ACR a.nd the nuM Brigade. H6av:r empbasia \las 
given to the r01.tes into and away from obJectives and aS88blblJ' areas indicated in 
disc1e.ed eu~my attack plans, 

'lbe 1-21 Arty b,s,d in ~1'f~ct ti d tJ16s.:.dld d&feusive fire plan 1'or th~ protection of 
Quan Loi Baae Ct:ur.i,:;. When the enemy in1 tiated the ilction early in the morning of 
12 August the planniug WH.J complete; there vas 11 tt1e for the gunners to do but 
pull the 1any~rd. 
In the course of tht; li{;tiu.u c,.u. 12 Augus t; the artillery in support of the II th A.CR 
fired 2,816 rounds. ArtiU",ry fh'ee jn support of the third ":Jrigade of the First 
Cav totaled 2,303 rounds (including 686 rounds or 4.2"'1noh mortar illumination) 
the DBj or portion of vhich vas fired 1n and around Andy. 

Artillery Supporting the Third Brigade: 

1st Bn, 21st Arty (105) DS 
C Btry, 1/30 Arty (155) GS--R 1/::1 Arty 
3 sections twin 40mm AA ()t.nnon, 4/6fJ Art·- (AW) GS-R 1/21 At-ty 
1 Qus.d .50 Cal 

Artillery Supporting the 11th AGR: 
1 HeM Bu-y (155SP) ns 1/11 A';R 
2 How Btry (155SP) US 1/:.6 Mach 
C atry, 2/33 Arty (105) r~ 2/11 ACR 

Supporting Artillery: 
6th En, 27th Arty (8"/175) GS IIfFV 
A Btr" r/Z7 ;.. rty ':S-fi 1 ACV D1 v Arty 
B Btry, 0/27 Arty GS I.G-:·V 
C Btry, 6/27 Arty GS IIFl"V 
C Btry, 2/lJ Arty (105) GS-R lACD niv Arty 
F/l6 Arty (155) GS-R lACD niv Arty 

D1lposi tion of Artillery: (12 August 1969) 
1st Bn, 21st Art7 

HQ&SVC Btrv - LZ Andy 
A Btry - LZ EJ. len 
B Btry - LZ Vivian 
C Btry - ~z ~eaco+t 

1st Plt, C/l-)O Arty - LZ Wescott 
2nd f1t, e/1-30 AIty - 1.2 Blltt,.- ns 
6th !fu, Llth Arty 

A Btry - LZ Andy 
B Btry - LZ Buttons 
C Btry - ('.amp r:JO...'I"V8.d 
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APPENDIX V 

ARTII. LERY SUPPORT SU!1,!ARY (CONTINUED) 

F Btry, 16th Arty (155) - LZ Andy 
C/2-13 Arty (105) - LZ Shirley 
C/2-33 Arty (105) - FSB Aspen 
1 HOW Btry 11 ACR (155SP) - FSN Jon 
2 HOW Btry 11 ACR (155SP) - FSB Eagle II I/CPT DAVID D WILEY 

FSCOORD, DIV TAC CP 

2. Historical Input, 6th 93.tta.lion, 27th Artillery. 

During the period 0110 - 06€)O !'lours, 12 August 1969 there were attacks 
throughout the length of Binh Long Province on US and ARVN installations and a 
few of the population centers. ~th Battalion, 27th Artillery coordinated the 
fires of nine artillery units rendering artillery support throughout the Province. 

The unique operations of the Battalion TOC, consisting of seven radio 
stations for direct communications with the firing batteries, two radio stations 
for base defense and First Cav Division Artillery Operations, and one radio set 
for the Quan Loi Artillery Warning Control Center, from 12 August to 15 August 
directed and coordinated the following fires in support of both ARVN and US 
troops : 

C/2-13 (105) - Thunder IV 
C/2-33 (105) - Aspen 
B/l-21 (105) - FSB Eagle 
HOW/l-ll (155SP) - FSB Jon 
HOW/2-11 (155SP) - Allons II 
A/6-27 (8-inch) - Quan Loi 
A/6-27 (175) - Quan Loi 
F/16 (155) - Quan Loi 

1,768 rounds 
2,968 
1,909 
1,202 
1,308 

446 
335 

1,341 

The effect of the 6th Bn, 27th Artillery team effort resulted in having 
approximately 12,000 rounds of all types of artillery being placed on the enemy 
in the defense of American and ARV1~ forces throughout Binh Long Province during 
the periOd 12-15 August. 

/ /LT HARRY S MCGEHEE, 5-1, 6/27 Arty 

3. Historical Input, 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, Defense of LZ Andy. 

Events for the period 120001 to 122400 August 1969 LZ Andy: 
At 0045 hours on the evening of 11 to 12 August the fire direction center, 1-21 
Arty in coordination with the Base Defense Center initiated a counter-mortar -
counter-rocket (CI-iCR) plan against suspected enemy rocket locations. As the 
batteries, C/1-30 Arty and C/1-2l Arty, were approximately half-way into the pro­
gram a report was received from the 6-27 Arty area that they were receiving in­
coming RPG and mortar fire and that there seemed to be' a ground probe in their 
sector of the green line. Immediately after this report the alann was sounded and 
all available batteries were brought into the base defense CMCR plan. The time 
was 0110 hours. The Aerial Observer from the I-21st Arty had met his bird dog 
on the strip at 0100 hours for the nightly mortar patrol. At 0109 hours the 0-1 
Bird Dog was liftinp, o:f the end of the strip when the AO spotted incoming and 
flashes of mortar locatio~s. He immedietely relayed this information to the FDC 
over the Base Defense Frequency and directed the lone Cobra from C/2-20 ARA on 
mortar patrol in on the positions h~ had located. The Cobra was immediately joined 
by his wingmam and the Fire Direction Officer (FDO) also bounced another sector 
of Blue Max at that time. The FDO relayed the attack information to Div Arty and 
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APp~rmIX v 

ARTILLERY SUPPORT SUMMARY (CONTINUED) 

requested. tha·, Shadow and Spooky birds be bounced. By this time the Battalion 
ColllD8Jlder and S-3 had arrived in the FDC to directly supervise the conduct of the 
artillery battle. 

The Artillery Base Defense Officer then began receiving requests from the green 
line for illumination, defensive target and adjust fire missions on enem, in the 
wire in the vicinity of the French House area and bunker 61. Battery B, 1-21 Arty 
was firing in WO roles at LZ Vivian at 0115 hours; it played an important part of 
base defense of LZ Andy, and it was also defending its own LZ with direct fire at 
a small harassing around probe. 0120 hour 9 : The FDC at this time wa. busy react­
ing to calls for fire. A/1-4 Cav had earlier in the evening reported heavy move­
ment in every direction around their pos! tion. The FOC had directed C/l-30 to lay 
one tube on the A/l-4 location should it become necessary to support their posi­
tion. At 0315 it became necessary. A/1-4 Cav was in extremely heavy contact and 
ARA and tube artillery were called in to provide fires. C/l-30 provided a total 
of 102 illumination rounds while ARA engaged close in targets and C/2-l3 Arty 
and F/16 Arty fired on targets farther out from the position. Again at 0345 hours 
and at 0402 hours the intensity of the attack resumed, however, the superior fire­
power brought to bear on the enemy in that area forced him to break contact. 

C/l-21 Arty resumed CMCR fire and continued until 0220 hours. At 0301 hours 8/3-197 
Arty at LZ Buttons, fired on suspected enemy movement in that area. 

C/2-l3 Arty, who had been primarily firing defensiTe targets close into Quan Loi 
during the entire attack, fired missions on enemy evacuating wounded and killed 
from the 6/':!7 area. '!be time was approximately 02JO hours. By the end of the 
attack 2-lJ Arty would have tallied over 200 defensive targets in defense of LZ 
Andy in addition to the fires they supported A/1-4 Cav and 11th ACR units with. 

At 0430 hours, C/1-21 Arty delivered fires on a sensor target that had been act­
ivated. '!his was the first sign that the NVA were on the move away trom the LZ. 
At (435 hours, Dragoon 61 (A/1-4 Cav) once again came into contact and received 
5 WP and 12 HE rounds - observed - in support of this action. By OJJ.O hours it was 
obvious that the enemy was withdrawing from the battlefield. 

The FDC of the 1-21 Arty immediately initiated blocking fires behind the retreating 
NVA. Trail junctions and stream-erossing sites were also picked off the battle map 
as likely areas for withdrawal and fires were placed on these. The defensive tar­
get program. was intensified and obervers on t he tower. wa~ed the rounds up and 
down the green line. This intense fire program was kept up ul'ltil after the eneD\V' 
broke contact with all pursuing friendly units. 

By 0600 hours, on the morning of 12 August, the battle action had subsided aoo all 
fire units were awaiting the contact that would result from early morning recon­
naisance sightings of withdrawing enemy un! ts. 

The 1-21 Arty FOC had controlled successfully the major resourCes of fire-power 
available to the Third Brigade during the attack. lhese included Shadow, Spooky, 
Blue Max (ARA), and also batteries C/1-2l, C/l-JO, C/2-l3, F/16, A/6--27, and 
B/J-' rv- Arty. G Trp, 11 ACR, 4.2 mortar platoon was also under the OPCON of the 
1-21 Art\.' FDC and provided 686 rounds of illumination during the night. The assets 
of the 1-:.::1 also included the aerial observer in the 0-1 Aircraft who quickly brought 
:ires to bear on the enemy'~ mortars and the AN/MPQ-4A radar section who called in 
grid locations for CMCR fires at the outset of the attack. Tbe batteries yrimarily 
used in the CMCR capacity were C/l-21 Arty, F/16 Arty, A/6--27 Arty, and G/2-ll ACR 
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APFENDIX V 

ARTILLERY SUFPORT SUN?'ARY (CONTINUED) 

4.2 mortar platoon in the illumination role. !RA, who had lost a ship and pilot 
to either a 10?mm rocket or a stray RPG round, was employed in a variety of mission 
to include Medevac cover and had flown 74 sorties during the night and had expended 
758 rockets, 22,650 minigun and 1,~0 40mm cannon rounds. 

At 0830 hours, c/l-21 Arty and C/2-20 AHA sprang into action with a Ground Air 
Program for the insertion of the airmobile blocking force as a part of the counter­
attack plan. A total of 4 WP and 97 HE was fired and one section of Blue Max ex­
pended. It became quite obvious at this time that the NVA was attempting to leave 
the field throughout the area. C/1-21 Arty engaged various known ene~ locations and 
enemy in the open up until acproximately 1300 hours. Other batteries were similarly 
occupied. 

At 1725 hours an agent report was received locating very close to Quan Loi a hast­
ily organized hospital/aid station area which was tending ene~ wounded from the 
battle. F/16 engaged immediately with 36 rounds HI. During the entire day many 
sightings of NVA had been made and the rna,; ori ty of these noted that movement \-las 
away from Quan Loi in all directions. Selected blocking fires were fired through­
out the early evenin". ho'J.rs. From 1800 to 2200 hours all batteries were engaged 
in attacking sniffer and sensor targets which indicated heavy movement throughout 
the AO. 

At 2145 hours Tower #5 reported observing movement and mortar flashes, C/2-13 Arty 
and B/3-197 Arty had intermittently enga~ed with TOT's (Time On Target) two ground­
to-air targets from 1626 hours to 1925 hours. 

All batteries continued firing on suspected locations, and a vigorous defensive 
target and planned fire program was executed during the late evening through 
2400 hours and on into the early morning hours. 

Total for C/1-21 Arty and C/1-30 Arty - 1234 rounds. 
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