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I. W; .. R Z01TE C 

1. The Terrain: 

A hundred kilonetcrs northwest of S~igon, in nn iso1~tcd corner of 

Vietnam bordered on t~io sides by the Ca..obodic.n bordor, 1iGS a vast jungle 

known to the enemy ['.S W'~r Zono C. It stretches from the Fishhook south clong 

the Saigon River to LTL 1" and. then west, genere.11y pc.ro.lle1ing tho road. 

Po.ssing just north 'of Nui Eo. Den, w~ Zone C continues to the west :IDd south-

wst to the Combodi:J.n border. (See z:nps #1 c...l'J.d i'f!2). 

Thoro is 1i tt1e prominent termL"1 in western III Corps except Uui Be. Den, 

thu fc.b1ed ''B1:::.ck Virgin Mounto.inll , locr.ted on the southern edge of centrro.1 

Wo.r Zone C. It sprGC'.ds over 10 square ki1 :neters rnd rises 986 meters abovo 

the f1a.t to gently rolling junGle floor. (Sec IIlt.'l.P 1;'). 
Ta.y Uinh City, 8 kilometers to the south,·rest of Nui .33. Den, n.nd the Kc.tum 

CIDG sett1enont in north-cent:n:>.l Wo:r Zone C :"'.xe thG only significc..nt 

popu1ctio~ centers in the o:rea.. Ocoupied ~ots ~ virtually non-existant • 
.. 

On tho Whole, contour interva.1s n.rc vor.J gra.d.ua.l throughout Wa.r Zone C 

vIi th e1eva.tion rc.nging from 10 to 20 meters in tho !il.-1.Xshy a.rec.s a.long the 

western bo:undcry n.nd 50 to 90 Ll9tGrs in tho nor'i:;h, centre1 a.nd. ec.stern portions. 

The mcjor Wc.te:r\·l:;'Ys in the :;.ro~ ere the Sru.gon River end the Prek Klok-

R~h Sanh Dol Stro~. They flow genero.11y SJuth~~d C[~t, fed by the numerous 

sma.11 strec.ms winding t~lrough tho rq;ion. S~a.ns ::-.nd sh.9.1101Y1-drc.ft boo..ts 

tnke full ~vo.nta.ge of their ye:;.rwnround trn£fic~bi1ity. 

There c.re ro1~tivc1y few roo.ds in the ~~eo. end ~ 'l.11 c~'l.rncterized ~s 

loose surfc..ce, fair or dry 1Nec.ther routes, 

Veget~tion mnges from rice pnddy nnd Grc.ss1~~d - to bnnboo thickets -

to mu.l ti-ca.nopied jungle. The 1c.nd cround. Tcy Ninh City c.nd the be-se of Uui 
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la.rge rubber pb.nta.tions c..re bC:J.ted J..dj~ .... cont to or.storn "W::l.r Zone C: the 

Mi~helin o.nd the Hinh Th::m.h. The Hichclin pl~.ntdion covers eight '(-four squnI'C 

kilo:ceters, while the Minh Thc..nh cQvers sixteen" 

2. The Enemy: 

The rk"1.ture of the terrc..in in l;lc.x Zone C mn.kes the region idea.lly sui ted o..s 

0.. bO.se o..rea. for the' Gneuy; the proximity of the C:lJJlbodio.n sc.nctuc.ry a.nd the in-

c.ccessibility of the Q.rGc. to lr.rge conventi:m~l ;';:t'ound forces. Over the yoo.:rs 

the VC c..nd NVA developed the c..rCf.:. into n. 3crios of b~e cc..trps nnd co.cbo sites. 

Three bxge, pc:rroc.nent bn.SO'1I'Cc..s were conctrllcted ['.long the border, giving the 

eneoy c. secure cree:. from which he could lrnlilCh offensive operc..tions. The bo..ses 

o.lso served Q.S rest ::l.I.'ec..s for units worn out in COlii'uC.t. A fourth bo..se o..reo., #355, 

wes constructed in tho vicinity of the jmlction :)f tho So..igon River end the Rnch 

So.nh Dol stream. Tho southwest corner of it is coofJonly cn.lled "The Crescent". 

This b~o servod as c.. w.:.y st[~tion for troopo c.nd supplies going south townrd 

So.igon. (See ~"1.p #4). 

Enemy service troops constructed or inrp:.:'ov::..u 1D.lmcrous trcil systems thmllbh 

the region to serve 2.S lines of cor:u:runicr.tion. (lic:P 115 sho'\'1S the genoral trc.ce 

of the :rno.jJr infiltrc.tion trtuls). Co.ches of equipment end rice were locc.ted 

/llong these trc.ils while most of the Yre:J.pons ~,nd :r:m..-ll tions cc.me down the Scigon 

Ri ver corridor. Rice w:J.S IllOved along the X-Cn.che system, a. series of seven 

rice stornge depots \-Thich r::'.l1 freo northwest "GO 8·mtilesst r..cross \v::lr Zone C. 

The depots were plo..ced approxiIrL. ..... toly 10 to 12 kilo:raeters c..pc.rt (roughly n night's 

round trip.) The Sa.igon Corridor, tho X-Co.chc sl~tcm c..nd the trnil network 

provided routes for funneling supplies end rico into B::se f.rer-... 355. From there, 

the rice~nd S'J.pplies trn.vcled throug..'1. t!£ Eichelin into thc Ho Bo \<loods-TrOop-

ezoid-lron Tric.ngle region northwest of Sa.igon" 
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In order to mount en offensive ~3.iJ1..st the Po::?l'.lc.ted c.rcas in III Corps, 

the enemy would trr.nsport the food and D.Dl!!Il.U1i. tion needed to sustain the opeD-

c.tion down the infiltrc.tion trails into nese itrOa. 355 end the other smaller , 

bc.se c~s closer to Sr.ibon. As the offensive Got under wey, the n.ttooking 

infantry would move do'W!l the trc.ils, picking up their equipment as they lIlnXched 

south. This e:nc.bled them to trevol very light o.nd very fnst. 

The l~llied COl11!nand in III Corps wc.s cognizc.nt of the threat posed by eneny 

units opemting out of 'vax Zone C. Between l' ... ugust 1965 and In.n1L..'lXY 1968, US 

nnd ARVN forces conducted four major opere.tiona (See C-'111ex A) in \hr ZOne C in 

order to deny the enemy the unrestricted use his bc.ses o....YJ.d lines of comrnuni-

cation in tho.t o..rea. The enemy lost over 8,000 killed in those four operc.tions, 

in c.ddition to having le.rge ba.se c:unps and coohes destroyed. Although the four 

opera.tions put considerable pressure on the enemy, there were long periods of 

time when his presence in 'far Zane C W'Cnt unchcllenged. The 196th Light Infn.ntry 

Brigade wns supposed to operc.te in Wc.r Zone C c.s c. floc.ting brigade to keep 

the eneny off bc.la....'1ce between T.1r'..jor operatior.s in 1967, but devcloprents in I 

Corps compelled the :rodeployment of trot brig-;.de "1:;:; I Corps. 

The hc(1,vy losses sufferod by the enemy convi..1.ced him that he should not 

stc.tion main force units permrmently in Wc.r Zone C. Instead, he decided to use 

the ba.se system as c. series of forwc.rd opera.tion lJ::1ses. After April 1967, the 

EVA were able to develop their border sanctuc.ries end stock the forwn.rd ba.ses 

wi th mn.teriel to support the pl::mned General. Offensive in Spring of 1968. 

II. TE.T 1968: 

During the period prior to Tet 1968, the NVA completed the planning and 

building up of supplies for coordin..'l..,ted attn.cks throughout Vietna.m. The offen­

sive in III Corps vl::1S t~ighlighted by the cc.pture of Saigon. md the overthro,., 

on th6 Sc.igen governnmt. Eleven locd force be. tt31ions indigenous to the 

'HlIlnd ; 2iiilIk£nl~:~ . 

Au 
BY ........ _ 



Saigon ~rea were to seize key install~tions inside the city, getting help from 

the gener~l up-rising thc.t w.s axpeoted to follow their entry into the O!:l.:Pital. 

Tl1rCO onin force divisions were assigned tho mis8ion of isolating the city nnd 

preventing Allied roinforcements fron entering the oity and crushing the local 

forces before they hn.d consolidated their position. Followi.n.g this brillient 

viotory, the W::.r would end victoriously for the cOll1Iilllnists • 

.lU.lied intelligence bOO determined tb.."'.t en eneoy offensive wrt.S' ooing ploo-

ned, but there WIlS :no definite infom.:ltion concerning the timing or scope of . 

the expected attacks. It WIlS generc.lly believed tl1D..t the offensive would begin 

shortly o.fter the celebration of Tet. Since Tet '.I:J.S a very important holiday 

to roth South and North Vietnamese, it wns felt thc;~ the enemy would allow its 

troops 0. stond-down to celebrate; then lo.unch the c.tto.ck. 

As the intelligence picture clarified, II Field Force determined thn.t the 

IIll'!.in c.tto.ck would be nc.de in tho Saigon area. B=:'..3cd on this intelligence, 

Allied units redeployed to block the appror..ch of the nnin force units ond to 

tighten the ring of defenses around Seigon. On th~ eve of Tat, over hn.lf of 

the tow Allied mnneuver units in III Corps 'VTOre in position in and c.:round 

the Co.pital. Reaction forces b..'\d been dosigno.ted, oountel.\-atto.ck plans were 

dr~wn up nnd rehearsed :J.S prep~~tions for the offensive continued. A 36-

hour truce wns scheduled to allow the Vietnamese soldiers to visit their families 

during Tat. 

Owi.n.g to 0. mix-up in timing, the NVlI. forces in I c:.nd II Corps ini ti~ted 

the offensive a full 24 hours ahead of schedule. Forewnxned by this miscue, 

III Corps went on 100,% alert. All leaves were cnncelled end the truce lifted. 

The enomybGgn.n his offensive in III Corps on the night of 30 In.nuary 'Wi th 

widesprec.d. rocket ond tlorto.r ::l.ttooks, followed by ground ~ssoults. The loccl 

forces atto.cked the US Eoba.ssy, the Presidential Po..looe, police st~tions n.nd. 
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hendquorters cOI:Iplexos. The n"Un force di visio!1s n wed out of their assembly 

o.recs c.nd into their blocking posi tions. ~"le 5th VC Division came out of Wo.r 

Zone D c.nd C'.tta.ckod the Long Binh-Bien Hoa c~mplcx. The 9th VC staged through 

Base Area. 355 and the Iron Triangle n..'Yld took up its position between Cu Chi 

and Saigon. The 7th lr/A staged through the Saicon River Corridor and J:loved 

down Q.L 13 to the vicinity of Chon Thnnh. (Mr,p #6). 

iUlicd rcxtion to the atta.cks was swift c'::ld violont. The defenders of 

the installo.tions inside the city held off tile bCr'.l forces and waited for 

reinforcements. "URVN and US ren.ction forces were ~n tho rond and in the cir 

iTIlrrediately enroutc to tho city. The first rcinfo:;:'cG!llents rG::'£hed Sc.igon c.t 

0600 on 31 JD:rDlfJXy. On the c.:pproo.ches to the cc.pi toJ., ~'..llied oechanized units 

bo.rrellcd through the r::.cin blocxing forces vTithout stopping ~d moved into the 

cr.pitol. (One :J.I':m.ored ci'.v:::.lry treop drove thxoug,."1. t'!f() NVil regiments drown up 

in c.tto.ck fo~yction in order to got to its assiGnod position). The enemy loco.l 

force units were quickly overwhelmed by tr~e rc.pidly :-.rriving relief forces. 

Ho.ving defeated the o.ttn.c~s in the city, tho _'~llies turned to the tedious 

c.nd bloGdy tn.sk of rooting out ::ina destroying pockets of resistc..nce in bitter 

house-to-house fighting. The I!k.':.in force units \lG:!:\:' ho..ving their problems too. 

There "r:1S no contin:;ency plan for the defcn.t of the loco.l force units. Also, 

no Hi thdro\>m.l plo.ns h.'.d i:;een devised. The J11~'"\in fO:i'Ce units hosi tctod a.nd were 

lost. As l:::.te c..s 18 Februc.ry, n:un force m~it13 lfOrG still milling C!XOund out 

of their sc.fe b:-;se a.rec..s. Units from the 1st ['.r"cl 25th Infa.ntry, the 101st 

Airborne Divisions C'..l1d the 11 tl! "',.CR enec.god ti.:e r:;;~in force olements a.nd inflict-

ed he(wy los3cs on then ')cforc they could e3c:'.pe to their sc.nctu"..ri.es. By the 

cnd of l\fu.y, the Allies h, .. ':.d inflicted over 10,000 killed on tho enemy in the 

a.ofense "f Scigon c..nd follow up oper,:,,;tioll.;:r. 

On rfuy 7, the enemy struck ngc~in in III Ccrps. This a.ttc..ck, mounted mcinly 
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to create a psychological impression of "Saigon under siege lt
, was carried out 

by small teams of infiltrators entering the capital and other key positions. 

(The largest force was a reinforced plntoon which attr£ked the Bien Roa air 

base). By 13 Nay however, all the infiltrntors h.".d been elimin."'.ted. 

Althou@l neither r.ttack ,·ras militarily successful, the psychological and 

politicc~ re~ion was considerable. The threat of repeated enemy at~~cks on 

the capital city could seriously dnITk~e the entire wcr effort. To block further 

off0nsivo~ against Saigon, General Abrams decided to deploy the 1st Cavalry 

Division from I Corps to III Corps to perform a general outpost line (GOPL) mis-

sion along the Cambodi~n border north ~d northwest of Saigon. Positioned as-

tride the enemyfs infiltration routes, the 1st Cav would detect ~d interdict 

I!lovement south. It wc"s believed t;.1at the 1st Cav vTould not be able to completely 

block the enemy novement, so provisions were ~nde for it to shift its forces 

latercJ.ly and in depth as the IN.A tried to move through t.he screen. This mobile 

defensive posture would serve to ,.,err down the eneBY 1'..:."l.d to provide information 

and e;::txly \'Tc.rning of his epproach to the populo.ted areas. The 1st Cf';.V ,vas 

ideally suited for this nis:3ion by virtue of its complete airmobility, which 

e~~led tho division to ~;.int~in surveill~ce end ~ed rcco~~iss~ce over the 

e:x:p.:,···..nIe of ter-x.'ain oxtending dOHn through Wu Zone C. 

III. ~EE IS~ CA"i LI 1:1 CTZ: 

The 1st Cav deplo;,rec1 into III Corps during the p:riod 26 Ocober-20 November 

1968 in Operntion Liberty Canyon. The division took up a position running from 

t?w C;:.:ibodicn borr:"e:r WeGt of T~~- iTirL.': City to the bounclr'xy bct\..reen C'.ncl II 

Corps. ~ne deployment ir~reased the cc.pcbility of II Field Force to bring pres-

sure to becr on the enemy in III Corps. The 1st and 25th Infantry Divisions 

reduced their operr:tionc.l areas and were [~ble to plc.ce greater empmsis on 

pa,cificf';.tion; the GOPL posture of the 1st Cav providing early ,.,arning nnd inter-

(~iction of enemy offensive thrusts. (I'l?,P #7). 
( .. , •. - .C,," r~, ' ! ,r........ , .. < .. 
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The 1st and 2nd Bri~des took up screening positions across the northern 

frontier, ~f War Zone C, gener~lly along Highway 246. This disposition placed 

six fire bo.ses 2.stride the Sa.igon River Corridor 2nd the f-1'>J.sta.ng Trail. 'rP-e 

fire bo..ses served 2.S pivots for 2.irmobile infantry b2..ttalions vlhich sought out 

the enemy's trails and c2.Ches. The NVA quickly learned the threat posed by 

these bases. Units moving supplies \(ere attacked by n.rnu~d helicopters and 

nmbushed by gro1.Uld forces. The ground troops were everywhere. (kp #8). 

In order to keep open their line of cO~1L~ico..tion, the NVA decided to 

elim:ilr.te one of the fire bases which l·ms blocking the flow of supplies. The 

95C Regiment vl:\.S directed to attc.ck Fire Support :Be.se (FSB) lX>t on 14 November 

with 2.11 three of its battalions ::U1.d eliminate thct portion of the 1st C2..valry 

Division screen. 

FSB lX>t was defended by the 36th ARVN Il~ger D2.ttalion, operating 1.Ulder 

Operetioml Control (O?CON) of the 1st C2..v. The defenders were tipped off to 

the impending 2.ttack when scout helicopters spotted fifty enemy soldiers moving 

to'W!'.J:.'d"Dot. 

When the 95C Regiment atJ(;2.cked shortly after mimight on the 14th, the 

Rru'lgers were re2.dy. The l1'"'.Ilg'ers met the attc.ck with slll:.'l.ll 2XillS fire, 1st Cav 

f:!Xtillery from FSJ3t s Jake p-~d Rita, and Aerial Rocket Artillery (lJL1) from the 

2nd Battalion 20th l.rtillery. "lhen the 95C mann.ged to breach the perimeter o..t 

Dot, the intrepid Il".llSers mounted 2. determined counterattack and drove the 'fA"VA 

ou.t. The enemy had broken contc..ct Md was retreating to the no:.'th when the sun 

came up. l~ed helicopters att~cked the defeated battalions e.s they covered 

the six kilometers between fut and the border. In all, 287 enemy "Tere killed 

by the Rnngers cnd 1st Cc-v elements. 

Finding that they could not breck through the screen f the NVA decided to 

go around it. The S2.igon Corridor <md 11u.sto.ng T:r:o.il trcl'fic 1.raS shifted to the 
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Reproot-cea at :he 'Ia:'Dnal ,1\fC~'Ves 

C· O~JPr:C~'l'J'~A I fCJ j~)f'. ~.~! If'~., 
west to avoid the screen. The X-Cache and the Prek KIok routes were expanded 

and improvec.'t to c[':r:ry the increesed load. The flow of mr:,teriel h.'l.d to be kept 

e..t e.. high level in order to prepe..re the b2.ttleficld for the coming Spring 

Offensivp. 

IV. Tl':E POOT-TEr or SIRING OFFENSIVE 1969: 

The Spring Offensive, also known as the 4th Genero..l Offensive, was planned 

as a re-run of the 1968 Tet Offensive with slight modifico..tions. Four main 

force div~sions were evailable for the assault. The attack was to be conducted 

in three phc."'..ses, lasting c. total of thirty four dr,ys. In the first pha.se, ITV1. 

up.its would knock out key bases, seize terra.in suiteble for continuing the oper-

ation and co..use the J.~lies to commit their mobile reserves. The 5th VC Division 

-wns to knock out Long Binh Md Bien Hoa. The 1st }j\1'1 .. Division Wr\S assigned the 

principal diversionary effort. This division was to ml~ch out of Wc= Zone C 

and tcl<:e up 0.. position near Highway 1. Their move was intended to draw Allied 

reserves out of position so the other divisions could move unimpeded to the 

Co.pitl2l. The 7th NVl .. HC.S to repent its 1968 mission but would not stop I2t Chon 

Thanh. Instead, it would go all the ~.y to Saigon. From the Angel's Wing, the 

9th VC Division would move down Highway 1 into the capital. (From the lUlgel's 

Wfug, the 9th VC Division posed 12 tl>.rec.t to both Tay Ninh o.nd Saigon. Con-

sequently, the objective would not be known to the Alliei until I2fter the e..ttack 

1'/r'.S ·Hell under way). 

The success of the offensive hinged on the perfo:r.'IlleI1ce of the 1st NVA Divi-

sion. ll/hon the Allies committed their reserves o.gainst that unit, the other 

divisions would mC'Ve out. 1l.1so critical wa.s the flow of supplies needed to 

sustain the offensive, for without adequate levels of munitions, the e..ttncks 

cOlud not ~ve been e..ttempted. 

TIle level of enemy supply activity, coupled with infornk"'..tion from ce..ptured 
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documents ;md prisoners, indicr'..tcd to the Allies th2..t 2.ll offensive on the sc<'..le 

of Tet 1968 wcs coning up. The 1st Ccwc.ll--y Division a.djusted itn dispositicn 

of forces in order to contest the enemy movements r'..nd to block the expected of-

fe~sive. The 1st I3riG';'..cl.e bega.n DOVing into the nren east of the ~~ll sWing 

on 15 December to inte~dict the movement of the 9th VC into III Corps. Using 

nixmobile and riverine techniques, the brigo.de swept through the nren. in Oper-

ction N:wa.jo \fcxhorse, sec.rchirlc for the enemy's supply cxhes. The brigcde 

,,,as succ.essful in its senrch, finding in excess of 150,000 srnnll-2XIDS 8lld 3,400 

Inrge-caliber rounds. It w['.s fE::l t th<'..t the runount of munitions c,:'-ptured con-

sti tutod .:'.. lcxr3'C percent3.{~·e of the totcl e.monnt infil tro.ted into III Corps -by 

the 9th VC. 

T!1e 1st Brigade re-entered Hax Zone C on 19 Jo.nu,,'U'y in ren.ction to increc.sed 

enemy r-.ctivity in the are2.. north of T::.y Ninh. (J.".. two-compn.ny force, Task Force 

Duke, continued Nn.v~jo 1·1n.rhorse to monitor eneDY o..ctivity). B<'..sed on inforrnc.-

tion concerning the 10c2.tion of enemy trn.ils n.nd troop IJovenents, the 1st 

Brlg::>.de org<:'.nized a. screen [1.cross the top of B:->.::>e l.xe2.. 355. With this screen, 

runninc gene~clly ~lone the line fOrDed by FSJ3' s Dolly-Gr~'nt-St Jhrbnra., the 

b:;:-ig2..de could inteJ;dict ~,ll tro.ffic le2.ding into :Ba.se Axec 355. (r-bp #9). The 

skytroopors combed the terrain for enemy c2..chcs 2.nd [>J!lbushed the tr£'..ils. Their 

opera.tions vOJ:'e iIm:1ec!.ic.tel: r successful. In the Inst t\-TO ",eeks in Janll..-:.ry, the 

b~ibTIde captured 90 tons of rice. Ambush operations were killing as many £'..s 

forty enemy ench night. 

The 2nd Briga.de continuec. ito interdictory' operr.tions south of the Pish-

hook, uncovering nuoerous caches. ~1e l~eest of these was found by the 3rd 

~ietruunese ~~ine B2.ttnlion on 9 Februcxy. It consisted of 250 lnrge-cr.liber 

rockets, 90 mortcx Cone. RIG :caunds, 324 individu:'J. 2.nd 22 cre,., served ,,,e2.pons, 

8.nc1 10 tons of mi8cellc.neous explosives rlnc small-nrms ~unition. This c2.che 
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coulc. e.:'-sily ht'.ve outf! ttcd ,::'n entire NVA batto.lion r.nd kept it supplied with 

~nition for c. siz~ble attnck. 

Meanwhile, the ;ird BrigC'-de e-ir-e-sso;u.lted into 1;ln.r Zone D to head off the 

5th VC Division. 

The deployraent of t"e 1st and 2nd Brigl::.des in their current positions gave 

thoso units nore roan to :ocneuver. The increased distance froD the border on 

the westE.L~ flank g:::.ve the a.ir c::'.vclry squ...1.dl.'on ond the other tc.rgct ~cquisi tion 

c.gcncies of the d.iv',sion moro t:ine to detect the eneny's a.pproc..ch. The extr8. 

tiBe peruitted the division to destroy the enouy forces with long 1,'ru1ge fires 

I-;hile the ground troops Gought out ::md d(~stroyed cc.che sites <.nd units already 

in position. This t"vlO-pronged (l ttnck on the NVA logistic systen took a. hec..vy 

toll in eneny resources. l .. pproxirl.::.tely 200 tons of rice o.lone '/ere c:""ptured 

in Februcxy. 

1..s 8. res')~ t of the 88't"rc3sive air ",nd ground operations by the 1st CrN, the 

NVi .. were forced to brenk up their units into SJ::I",'111 cells in order to ];r.ss 

through the screen. Hea~J ~teriel losses required diverting cp.npower resources 

fron offensive oper[1.tions to the movenent of supplies. Prepoxc..tions for the 

offensive pu::::hor'. dogeedly forwc.rd clospite these setb;:>.cks. Heax service elenents 

took the brlL~t of the c~s~~lties [1.S t11ey fought to protec~ their caches a.nd move 

them south. Tl:e 1':'~b force divisions slowly ,,!orl<::ed their ''ir'.Y forward into the::r 

;:;tC'.8'il1C creas; the 1st ~d 7th NVll into the Base 1..re~355-Fishhook-Nichelin crea, 

the 9th VC into the Angel t s It/ing, nnd the 5th VC j.!lto southwestern War Zone D. 

(I1'Ia,p #10). 

In 1969, the NVi.. perDittcd a. five-~:.y truce for the celebra.tion of Tot. 

There had been cO:!1.sic1er['.ble adverse rec..ction by the Vietn.:'mese over the violt ..... tion 

of trr-.t holid['.y in 1968 one. tl:e l'TVL 1'lizhec. to avoid a. recurrence. 

The offensive begp.:n on 23 Febrlk-:.ry ('.Iter the conclusion of the truce. The 
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opening of th~ offensive was clk1Xacterized by widespread attacks by fire c.nd 

ground n.tt~cks. Approx~~tely 25% of the enany's troops were engaged in probincr 

the Allied defenses and seizing terrain favorablo to the continuation of the 

offensive. The lc..rgest c..tt[',cks were n~de ::..gainst the Long Binh-Bien Hoa. complex 

em !au TieDg'. 

In the move oouth the 33d Regiment, 5th va Division was hit by ambush~s 

and artillery and wns forced to abort its mission and return to War Zone D. 

The sene 'thing happened to the 174th Regiment, atto..ched to support the 5th VC 
, ., 

Division offensive. The other organic regiment, the 275, and the other two 

supporting regiments, the 274 Infcntry ond the 74th J..:rtillery pushed on with 

the Division Hec.dquarters to their objective. 
, 

On the 23d of February the 1st Bn., 275th Rgt. cnd D2/tM, D. local force 

unit, ['.ttacked eletlEmts of the 3-5 Cav at the Bien Hoc. City Rn.ilyard. The 

274th ReCiment at the o~~e tiDe conducted an attc~k on Ben.rcc.t with its 1st 

Bat~.lion, while the 3rd Battclion followed a mortar end roc~~t attack with a 

penetrating ground probe of the 720 MP coopound ['..t Lone ni.nh.~ '!'he 3rd' R~tti".lion 

was the More successfuJ. of the three, although it was finally beaten back a.nd 

lost 194 killed. 

The highroint of the 5th VC Division offensive came on the 26th of Febru.c:..ry, 

when the 3rd Bc.ttcliol1 275th Regi.Dent ond the 21st Sapper-Recon Battalion at-

tc.".Cked the gates and bunker line at Bien Hoa air base. The area was defended 

by the 3-48 lIRVN, the 199 Light Infantry Brigade and the 5th Vietn...'1Oese Marines. 

The attc.ckine; force was trn.pped on on open plc.L~ cnd W:1S quickly reduced by 

grazing fires mld artillery. 214 enemy soldiers torere killed end 60 cc..ptured. 

At Dau Tieng, the 1st Infontry Division repelled c. regimental-size n.ttc.ck 

and In.unched a. counter-t?ttc.ck throu~ the :1Uchelin to finish off the attc.ckers. 

1.1 though the level of c.ctivi ty '1c..S high, the key terrc.in h.~d not been seized nor 
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p...t1.d the 1st NVA Division begun its diversion. 

The 1st NV1., Division h.cd llOt moved because it w~ still bottled up in WD.r 

Zone C. Its lines of comcunication were being interdicted by infantry operat­

ing out of ~'SB Gr81lt. 1:.B long t~S Gr:::mt we-s there, sufficient n:counts of supplies 

could not be brought forward to the division to sustain its attack. In order 

to free its lines of cocuunication, the division tried to overrun Grant employ-

ing the 95C Regiment. Under cover of an intense rocket and mortar nttack, the 

95C planned to r-,ttack the fire bnse with two bc..ttclions in the nssa-ult and one 

in reserve.. The attack wns scheduled for the early Doming hours of 8 ~ch. 

On FSB Grant, the officers and men of the 2nd Bf'..tta-lion, 12th C<:'.valry knew 

SOIJeth.i:nG was up. For the Plst few days, the be-se h.. ...... d received sporadic l2Qmn 

nortm.- fire. The rounds were fired singly, as though the NVLo were registering 

their tubes. But on the 7th of March all was quiet. It turned out to be the 

lull before the storm. 

The stOl.'tJ broke shortly after midnight on 8 YUlrch. A heavy concentration 

of rockets 8.Ild mortf'Xs slOlJLled into the base. In the opening volley, two l20:iIm 

rounds exploded inside the T ...... ctical Operations Center, killir~ the R ...... tta.lion 

COLD...1Jl.der, LTC Peter GOl."Vf'..d, end \wunding most of the COI:l!:k1Jl.d group. The Bat-

ta.lion 8-3, N1W" Bro"m wns outside the TOO when it was hit. He c.ssuneci COI:JOand 

c..nd directed the defense of Gr:::.Jlt. Almost :irn:oedi.:'..tely after the TOO wns hit, 

Inr1., soldiers were spotted in the wire. The defenders opened up with snaIl arms 

and automatic weapons, keeping the enemy nt arms length. Tube nrtillery fire 

beg't'.Jl f:1.llir...c; around the bD..se 2.l1Q a call went out for Blue M...'1.X, the nericl 

rocket e:rti1lery (lillA) bnttalion. 

At 0200, the main attack was launched by the two f'..ssault battalions from 

the soutmrest nlong LTL 13. The defenders met the assault with everything but 

the kitchen sink: nrtillery, lJUI., .LC-47 gunships ond tee air strikes. On the 
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ground, the "Qu..".d-Fifty" (4 barrel, .5o-cnoliber'fl\bliui~~ ~ured' devastating 

fire onto tbe ntt::.ekers. CPT Bill Cc.psn..'w and other oeobers of C lkl.ttery, 1st 

Battclion 77th Artillery, m.a.nhnndled a. lO5tmn howitzer into a. supplementary 

position opposite the point of att<J.Ck <:1lld raked the NVA ra.nks with Beehive 

rounds. It was touch and go for a while. If the e~ hit the base with a 

.fresh 'body of troops, they might penetrate the perimeter. The time h:ld come 

for the 95C to co~it the reserve battalion. Unfortunately for the NVA, the 

reserve battalion was in no condition to attack. It had been thrown into co~ 

fusion when a hepyy concentration of artillery slammed into its position. With-

out the added iopetus of the reserve battalion, the attack ground to a halt <:'.lld 

was crushed by the withering fires from Grant. At 0400 the crisis h.'1.d pc':l.ssed 

and the Nil... 'iere withd.rcwing. Only the dead and the litter parties were left 

in the area at 0600. The Skytroopers found 157 deed NVA (including the entire 

2nd Company of th.e 2nd Battalion, 95C Regiment) in and near the base. 

The 8 March attack did not have the desired results. The 1st EVA was still 

operating with its supply lines cut. Consequently, the big diversion could not 

get under way. Another attack was therfore ordered; this tiDe by the lOlD 

Regiment. 

In the e,".rly mo:rn:ing hours of 11 March, the lOlD attacked with two of its 

battalions. This ~.ttook wns also Il..".de down LTL 1; under cover of a rocket and 

oortnr attack. The Skytroopers met the lOlD with the same reception they gave 

95C with the same effect. The lOlD left behind 62 deed when they withdrew 

before dawn. Scout helicopters from the 1st Squadron 9th C~valry and ground 

troops pursuing the tl-10 battered ba.ttalionsa.ccounted for another 51 enemy killed. 

As no result of the two n.ttooks on Grant, the 1st NVA Division was no long-

er capable of breclcing out of 'War Zone C and accomplishing its mission. Con-

sequently, the general offensive stalled. With no diversion to clear the way, 

the other divisj.ons were blocked. 



After the Grant rlttc.cks, the 1st Brie'<',de relinquished control of its three 

battalions in W::-x Zone C and shifted. its a.ttention to its two battalions con-

tinuing operction Na.vnjo WClXhorse. TF DUlCE had been grMually enl.?.rged to two 

battalions es there were in('.ications thnt the 9th va Division W!'.s about to 

cross into III Corps. The 2nd Br~,de nssumed rewponsibility for the interdict~ 

ion proeram in Wax Zone C. The ;rd BrigD.de in War Zone D continued to hunt 

for elenents of the 5th VC Division. 

The Allies expected the second pr~se of the offensive to bcain on or about 

15 March. In light of the losses inflicted on the INA and the upsettir..g of 

their offensivets timetable, the LIlies decided to go over to the offensive to 

capitalize on the disor~~ization of the enenyts forces. A quick counterstroke 

would catch thetl concentratec. in the forwrt.rd bases and he::"',d off further offen-

sive :1.ction. 

II Field Force initicted Opera.tion Atlas Wedge with c tt'TO fold objective: 

inflict heavy losses on the t;a,in force divisions ..,hile they were still concen-

trated and drive thcn eway fron the populated Clxeas. The operetion employed 

the 1st o.ncl 25th Infn...'1.try Md lGt Cavalry Divisions and the 11th Armored C:1V-

aIry Regiment. !i!.."!.C}'l. unit tV1"S ta.sked to att,"'.ck and destroy enCtly elements in 

their respective ~xe~s of operation. 

The 11th ACR (-) teruned up with elements of the 1st Cc..v to sweep through 

1;.'1e r'Uchelin Plantation to drive out the ele:cents of the 7th un. Division. 

Two sq~"'.d.rons bCg2Jl to drive northward through the rubber trees on 17 M..".Xch 

100k~; for a fight. The enemy was not expecting a. fight inside the plantation. 

L'1. the pest, the rubber was a. Dc.fe plr.ce to set up CClIlp bccrmse the 1U.lies c.id 

not wish to destroy the ecor.ry.mically v21uc..ble rubber trees. For Atlas Wedge, 

hO~fever, the restrictions on fighting in the rubber \{ere lifted to allow the 
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destruction of the eneny before they could escape.. Over 100 enemy troops were 

ki:.led in the firut tvo dc.ys of the sweer as the crl.C.l:'Jge in J:J.lied policy caught 

the NVA by surprise. On 19 March, the 11th 1..CR svept south.wnrd bMk through 

the rubber. 

While the regiment's aerial rifle platoon ves conducting a bomb d.n.Ina.€e 

assessment of three B-52 strikes northeLl.St of the rubber, it tk".iie contact with 

a lare;e enemy force in bunkers. A Troop, 11th ACR, followed shortly by M 

Conp:>.:ny '(Tt".llks) 11th 1£R tlOV'cd to reinforce the hc.rd. pressed ARP. It. real melee 

ensued o.s the tnnks a.nd f~.cJ~V~ drove OITer, around nnd throut;h the NVA positions, 

delivering killing fire. Enemy resistnme was crushed [",8 the cavalrymen killed 

75 NVA and ccptured 48 weapons. 

The 11th ACR swept the rubber for two more days, finishing with a sweep of 

the road to Minh Tro..::mh to cut off any retreatil:'lg groups of 11VA. The four day 

operation cost the 7th !IVA Division 366 men, 88 weapons cnd six tons of rice. 

The 7th NVA was pushed beck out of its st~inG arena and away from its 

objective. The other Allied units in Atlas Wedge enjoyed simill:'X success. As 

a result of the Allied offensive, the general offc~sive was averted. The failure 

of the 1st NVA to breruc out of War 'Zono C wes t~:e l:oy to the 1.1lio:: su.ecess. II 

Field Force was able to hold back its mobile reserves Md use them offensively 

to destroy the ene~'s units. The battles at Grant, precipita.ted by the 1st 

Cav interdictory procraIIl, had cost the enemy his offensive. 

VI. OPERATIONS MONTlll1A. SCOUT and MONTANA RAIDER; 

After Atlas Wedge terminated, the 1st Ca.valry Division initiated Operation 

l'Iontrr ........ Scout in or(1cr to further cX")loit the nucc.iz::: of Atlr'..s lIe4.,?E). The 

concept of this operation was to employ rnc. ..... ssed B-52 strikes on enemy troop con-

contrations ['Jl(~ !:)f'-se CI".'!lJ:J followed by itnedi~te OXIlloi tr'..tion by crounc. forces 

of up to two battclion strongth. The objective was the destruction of the eneoy 
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units, bases end lines of cot!tlunic: .... tion. Initi.:'l.lly t,-1O brig2.des, reinforced 

by ru.:'!:lor from the 11th ACH 1':.S neeced, were to be eLl~loyud ';Tith the ;rd Brignde 

re~dy to enter the operation on order. (The 1st ~d 25th Inf~try Divisions 

l1e~:c to conduct sioilar operr~tions in their re::rpective arens concurrently). 

Two ';Teeks after Montana Scout sto..rted, the 11 th l~CR was scheduled to a".ke a 

reconne.issance in force through the Crescent and 2.long the Snigon Corridor to 

disrupt the lWA base cC'mps o.nd drive eneoy units out of their bases o..nd into 

25th Divisi9n and 1st Co.v blocking forces. 1~ key fecture of l>funta.na Scout was 

to be the enplo~ent of ~~ssed B-52 strikes. ?reviously, B-52 strikes were 

tude on the bnsis of one strjJce per tc:rget. In r·iontt1.l1a Scout, nul tiple simul­

tcneous st:dkes were to be employed "There needed. (Mnps #11 and #12). 

The operation got under ','fay on 29 I>fu.rch with the 1st Brie2.de air-cssaul ting 

L"1to "ITa Zone C. The brigcde U2.S deployed in rOUbhly the srw::e <'.Xee. as in Feb­

rtl.."U'y. The 2nd l3c..ttr.lion 5th Cavalry a ir-2.S::::aul ted into the ['Xeo. north';Test of 

FSB St l3<'.Xbaa to exploit B-52 strikes' against the lOlD ReGiment end to open 

0. fire base to support operntions in that [!I'ea. The first unit to lr-nd, A 

Coo:pany, Jll[I.de contact immedbtely with 2.t le::.st one lW! .. battalion. B, C, and 

D Coop2.llies ivere o.irlifted in to reinforce A. COI.1prny as the he"rvy fighting con­

tinued. Ttvo Iilore cor:tp...'mies vlere flown into positions nlong the high speed. 

trails le2.dil1€ out of the ['..rCi'.. to fix the eneoy LTl position. Tr..e bettIe continu­

ed tmtil d...'l.rk when the HVL 'rTithdrew. Fighting continuec. for three more Ck'l.Ys, 

fiN.l1y tapering off to 2. point where the infr .. r:try couln build FS13 Jess. !fo 

asseSSr!lent of enerw losses could be r::!.'l.c.e bec~'..use the eneny ci'..'rried of his 

c[l.sUL'.l ties. 

Throt'..ghout '~he I1ont~a Sc ou t [!I'C[l. of ope:rat ions 1 ucrct ive concentrQ.t ions 

of troops end bnse c~ps were bombed cne exploited. The NVA avoided contact 

whenever possible by lei'..vL~ sn~ll coverL~~ forces to engage the exploitation 
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forces while the n. .... in body escn-ped. The eneoy could not 8.fford to h.·we his 

units hen-vily el1bt'\.;.""ed under these unfavol.'r..1:Jle circunstr-.ncea. The nuober of 

troops lost in the bonbincs ruld exploitn-tions , .. ~.s not er-..sy to deteJ..nine. In 

the exeo.s struck by 13-52 strikes, there wns c. justifio.ble reluct::u:J.ce on the 

];Crt of t..l],e GTound troops to dig through detlOliffiecl base CnIlllB just to mise 

t~le body count. The fact tho.t tho strikes we::'e hurting the eneJ:ly is illustrt'.ted 

by the experiences of the J.;roops o:p3ro.ting nenx Jess, where on nune:rous occnsions 

the troops found pieces of bodies up in trees rmd h. .... d to don J'aS Illt'.sks due to 

the overpowerL'1g stench of deo.th uhich pervo..ded the c.ren.. 

The 11th li.CR swept into the Crescent froD the southwest on 13 April. In 

six: do.ys, the o..rc.or-info.ntry tn.sk forces elinm"..ted 143 TWA from the 1813 Reg-

mont, as the tc.nks n.nd ACiNI s cre-shed through the junc10 uncovering cc.ches 

n.nd destroying bo.se C['.1.'""lps. The 3rd Brl.o"'2.de ac~ded ito m::i:3'ht to the cnmpo.ign 

~n 20 April, openir4~ tl>ree fire k .. ses south of the Fish...'1ook. The 1st 8.lli 2nd 

Dr~'l'Q.des orened FS::3 t s Cc:..rolyn, Ike o.nd Jonie on the 14th, 21st and 22nd respec-

tively. The screen of fire bases vms tloved ceeper into tho enemy! s bo.se system. 
, 

A proposed fire bt'.se, Pearson, locn.ted northwest of Carolyn, was not opened 
. . 

since it would lr.ve been too deep. Insteacl, the screen of fire bo..ses wns strung 

across centrnl Wc:..r Zone C to concentro.te the division effort north of Dase f~eo. 

355. By tld.3 time, tlJe division p"' ...... d eiGht of its nine organic D.ruleuver ba.t-

tc::1ions exploiting B-52 strikes end seek:i.ne; out cc.ches in central War Zone C. 

On 24 April, the 11th ACR continuec. Honp....I1D. fuider south of the Fishhook 

in conjunction with the 3rd Brigade. Two squo.drons, with eleIlents of the 2nd 

Bo.ttnlion 7th Cavalry OreON, drove south fron F8]3t s Ritn. and Phyllis in search 
. . 

of the enemy. From Phyllis, TF 2-11 ACR uoved cross-country thro~ the jungle 

n.s fc:..r south as the Sn.igon River end then b':'..Ck northucxd to Rim. ~Io signifi-

cr..nt contact wr..s tk."..de. ·wi th TF 1-11 l"CR Devin:; south froD Ri -ro, it Wr' .. S a. 
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CONfIDENTIAL 
diffc.:rent story. This force swept dovm Highwny 244 p:-.st FSIl JOIlie ::md tr,:roU{;h 

the jungle (J.S fDX west D.S the B(J. (''hiem Strcl:'lD.. 

On 27 April, A CO:lp['ny, 2nd futtnlion 7th C[,Vf'..lry W(;l.S deployed to secure 

-&v1O downed <:l.ircraft 10 kilometers northwest of JruJie. While moville to that 

10c(J.tion, the company nnde cont~ct with ~ lax t5€ cn~y force in burlicers. The 

troops pulled o::LCk to 0l1oH o..rtillery fire and ~irstrikes to be put into the 

~en.. On the next clay, C end M Troops of the 11th ACB. reinforced A Coopn.ny 

but the lTVA continued to fight. }lore artillery ~cl airstrikes, followed th~.t 

night by :::. B-52 strike, were put into the contc.ct o..rec. On 29 April, the three 

cOTI!prmies suept tlU'oUCh tho bunker cO!!lplex c.l1C!. found 40 IWA killed. Renewed 

fighting on the 30th accounted for 48 I:lore enemy and sixteen tom of rice. 

LTl n.ll, this pb...'\se of Honta.r:t..""\. Rc.icler cost the eneIllY 97 killed, 244 'Vi'eapons 

end 42 tons of rice. Numerous base instnllations of the 82nd Rear Service 

Group (including c.n eJ.aborate 3-level underground cO!!l:;;>lex and a huge hospital) 

'Jere uewolishec.. rnd 13 cn.chcs \lere uncovered. On 7 Mr"y the 11th ACR begnn the 

Inst phc'..se of Mont.-um Ihic.er. ReinforceJ. by elenents of the 5th Bnttclion 7th 

Cnvc.lry, the 11th ACR swept the 11inh Thtm-Chon Th"n -Michelin oxea with very 

little contact. Eneoy losses were 21 killed and 9 pw's. 

Outsic1e the 1-10ntc..n::::. Raic.er are:::. of operntion, the boobiI"..g and exploitation 

c0ntinued. respite the putishncnt he ii:::S :receivinG, the enemy resolved to pre-

pf~e another offensive. 

VII. TEE HO CHI l·!nm EMUIJ~TION Cl.MPJ' ... IGN: 

Febru..~xy, Nr .. xch ::mel ;~pril h~d been ;:, very try:hr..g period for the NVA. 

~spite 2.11 his efforts, inclmli.l1g much swed [',nd blood, he he,d not been cble 

to launch 2. ft:ll sc:,.le offensive. Tt.e 1st Cav interdiction ::m(1 .. exploitation 

proGT~ h,'..(1.. thwarted hm o..t every ttll'n. With the collf.pee of the 1969 Tet 

Offensive, the NVA COID2nd h['.c. to c".evise sone kind of offensive il'l order to 
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Ctv~ lr·,· nr /2':. M'rl !'l • .... L, i I i~ 
recoup their 10ss(";3', seve f"-Co ~.nd re~in tho initin.tive. fue to the restrictions 

ioposed by the 1st Ccvclry Division's operations, the eneoy n~d to settle for 

2. sm.:. ...... ller sc[~le offensive with ::l. significc..nt but nore easily attai.r:ulb1e objective. 

The provincin.l ccpitnl ~t Tay Ninh City offered Ill.:.......ny possibilities CB an 

objective. First, the city w~s en.sily n.ccessible to large forces. It was only 

~ short march froIl the /.neel's Wing and Bcse Axea 355. From those two plu.ces, 

a converg.ing attack could be B:".c.e. Inside the city there were only hendqUc.'1.l."ters 

c..nd service elencnts and sone RF/PF units. These we:llm.esses tl ...... de the city on 

ec.sy tcrc;et. Second, the capture of a provincicl ccptL1.1 would facilitate the 

rumounceoont of Q. provisional revolutionary government. This gimmick would 

h...""..ve considernble ir:J.Pc.ct of the Vietlk'1Dese people and' on Americf!.Il home front' 

morrue. Last, the city h.'1d" thus fr..r been spc.red the ravngcs of ,.,cr. Large 

scale destruction of the city in house to house fighting could cause the Cao ]ci, 

who h.,,;.rbor considerable rcsentnent toward the Sr.igon government over the curtcil-

mnt of the political :vower of t.,"w Cao Ihi sect, to ab[!Jldon the Sciaon regir:J.e 

end re~ ...... in neutral in the war pendine the resolution of the conflict. This 

;::.etion 'Would seriously undermine conJcrol in Tcy Uinh Province becn.use the Cao 

D:.i followers ~·lere apt to follow the lenders of the sect -rather'tA:'l.!l the govern-

tlent. 

The esscul t force in the cttuck would consist of the 9th VC Division attn.ok-

iQ5 frotl the south ~nd the 1st NVA Division att~ckinc fron the north or north-

east. The 7th NY! ~~s cssigned the tlission of holding open the lines of com-

nunication ruoIle:1' the So,igon Corridor. The C{!Dlpn.ign \;:::'3 timed so that the :pre-

J;laratory 2.ttccks to brenk the 1bt NVl ... out of W:JX Zone C would tclce :place in 

ec.r1y May and the nain stt{'..ck would coincide with Ho Chi Hinht s birthday on 

May 19. Thus, the Ho Chi :rUnh Emulction Canpaign "ms born. 

As Montcm. ...... Scout continued t}U'ough April, cont.. ...... ct ""ith the enemy slacked 
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· off • Units in the field encountered rec.r service units c..nd stlc."1.11 covering 

farces. Since no Ilovenen't tOW<:".Xd the border sanctur:.ries was detected, it wns 

fel t th.:."..t the eneoy \-las pll\J:lni.ng to re:r:m.in in his f orwr>..rd pos i tions and att eopt 

another offensive. Attc.ck::: by the 9th VC Division ngc..inst 25th Infn.ntry Divi-

sion eleoonts on the sou.thern ap:proaches to Tay Ninh "telegraphed the puna}}!'. 

The 9th VC lost 500 nen c..t Trang Bang and FSJ3 Frontier City in an unsuccessfUl 

attempt to open a rO'ute intO' the city. The 1st C0v intensified interdictory 

operations to check the build up for the expected offensive. Plans were nade 

to close Carolyn in oid May and concentrate the screen along the FS]' s Grant 

c:md St Bm:bara line used in March. Since this line rod been very successful 

in shutting off the flow of supplies during the previous offensive, the 1st Ca.v 

choco to return to' tht,t J?Psitien to block. the'I'hy effensive., 

In the preparatory pho.se, the NVA planned to overrun FSIJ Carolyn in order 

to relieve tl'.e pressure on the X-Cc.che and Prek IO.ok trc.ffic. After the base 

w~s olio~"1.te~, the flow of supplies CO'lud be L~creased to support the offe~~ive. 

The 950 Regiment was c..ssiened the uis;'Jien of destroying the base. \Yith its 

uSUr~l thoro~~ess, the 95C recennoitered the base and prepared the battlefield 

for the attack. The RegimentaJ. Assist<mt Chief-of-Staff perforned the recon-

nnissance persO'n~lly freo ~ tree near the permeter. The attack plnn called 

fer two ~,ssaul t batt8.1i;)ns 2.Ild two support battclions. The three oreanic bat-

talions of 95C plus the 9th Battalion, lOID Regiraent r;m.de up the attack force. 

During the week prior to' Mc.y 6, the 95C nared southward toward its objective. 

On the night of 5 M .. ''-Y, the regioent W3S in position, ree.ely to 13unch the '9iggest 

att.:."1Ck to' date on c.. 1st Cc..v fire b~,se in Wr>x Zone C. 

On FSB Cc.:r:olyn, C and E Cenpnnies of the 2nd 3c .. ttnlion 8th Cavalry were 

expecting an o.ttn.ck. In the jungle north of the fire base, the other cO'mpanies 

of the batto.lion had encounterecl eneny troops OO'ving sO'uthward towaxd Cc:r:elyn. 

'=.nis .... ·.ctivity pointed. to' sor:mthing big happeninc very sO'en. 
Pi"' ji',: ~ '0 LJ i,' ••.• IL 
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'Sho:t'tly ni'ter I!.ddnight on 6 M.: ... y, moveoont wns detected in the wire. 

Between thk ... t incident nnd 0200, spvradic rocket fire struck the base. At 0200, 

ell hell broke loose. Intense rocket, mor~~ nnd recoilless rifle fire slcnoed 

into the bGse. The two assGult batt~lions moved in under the b~aee, attnck-

ing £roo the north, south t'.Jld northwest. 

The defenc~ers initL.'lted an operation known in the 1st Cav as "calling in 

the whole world ll
• Froo Ike i?.nc. St Barbara, artillery fire nnd illumin.:1.tion 

ilr.S on the way iI:loedic'1.tely. (Durinc the attack, the 105t:lO battery on Ike 

expended 700 HE and over 100 i1lUt1i..ru:1ting rounds). At Tay Ninh, the Dlue M.?X 

AEl-G helicopters \'Iare crGllking up. The infMtry a.nd ai'tillery on Carolyn 

opened up with intense s~l nros fire and direct fire artillery. 

Despite the defensive fires the lTV! .. pierced the per:iJneter and overrnn six 

bunkers. But before the eneny could exploit the broach, the skytroopers counter-

attecked. 

Overhead, the .LRA pilots rolled in, l.u'?florin{; the heavy .51 caliber anti-

aircr<'..ft fire, to shower the NVA with rockets and oinigun fire. This fire, 

togeth~ with the nrtillery, prevente(l the reinforcement of the penetration. 

The counternttnck drove out the eneny, but not before they blew up an 

aoounition stor~~ bunker. The high water mark h~d been reached and the attack 

began to ebb. A.t 0600, the 95C broke off the attack and withdrew northward. 

At first light, three companies were air assaulted into blocking positions 

along the 95C line of march. Gunships £rom the lot Battalion 9th Cavalry har-

ried groups of enemy soldiers as they tried to escape. 

~1e attack and subsequent pursuit cost the NVA 198 killed and 31 prisoners. 

The amount of equipcent left behind in the wake of the attack further indicates 

the ma.gni tude of the Victory - 48 indiVidual and 23 crew se....-ved weapons, inclu-

ding 2 complete mortars and 10 mchineguns, 2 radios and over 400 large caliber 
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IIDlllitions. Among the prisoners' was J~ior Captain Nguyen Ban Luong, Assistant 

Chief-of-8taff of the 95C Regtment. Captain Luong was so shocked by the 108s-

es inflicted on his regiment that he volunteered to make loudspeaker broad-

casts over the regimental base camp to urge the survivors to surrender before 

it was too late.. (Captain Luong had served with the 95C Regiment since be­

fore the attack on Dot in 1968 and provided a wealth of information about his 

regiment and its operations). 

The level of enemy activity swung sharply upward as the preparatory phase 

of the Ho Chi Minh Emulation Campaign progressed. Contacts in the field were 

frequent as were a.ttacks by fire and ground probes at fixed installations. 

Ground-to-air firing incidents rose to as many as 32 per day as the NVA tried 

to protect his movements from observation and attack by 1st Cav helicopters. 

A high point was achieved between 12 and 14 May. Ground attacks were made on 

Grant, Jamie and Phyllis. A very strong sapper attack was made at Qua.n Loi 

base camp. These actions resulted in 128 enemy killed. At the same time, 

elements of the 1813 Regiment managed to push out of Base Area 355 and ambushed 

convoys on LTL 26 near Cau Rhoi. Except for the units executing the ambushes, 

the 1st NVA Division was unable to break out of War Zone C. The first week 

of the :Emulation Campaign cost the enemy over 500 men. After the high point, 

action dwindled to almost zero by 19 May. By that date, the offensive had cost 

the enemy 600 killed and 144 tons of rice captured. The screen across the top 

of Base Area 355 had effectively cut the flow of supplies needed for the offen-

sive and doomed it to failure. As the month of May came to a close, the enemy 

suspended offensive operations in order to rehabilitate and rebuild his 

decimated units. 

IDI. TllllMINATION OF MOOANA SCOUT AND THE AUGUST OFFENSIVE: 

In June, the 1st Cavalry Division continued Montana Scout. During the 
r- . II •• • - ..... -~~ .. - ... --. - ...... ~, l CONrtf)r-~~£tt.A L I 
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last days of May, two very lucrative targets were detected in War Zone C. 

Intelligence indicated that the 95C and laB Regiments were located in the 

Crescent nnd Mustang Trail area, respectively. Plans were made to trap and 

wipe out these two units. 

Up to six infantry companies and one tank canpany from the 11th ACR were 

available for the miSSion. Two companies were inserted into the Crescent on 

3 June. ,As the companies closed in, B-52 strikes were placed on 95Ct s posi-

tiona. Between 8 and 10 June, the 2nd Battalion 12th Cavalry, four infantry 

companies ~~d one tank company were in contact with at least one battalion of 

95C. Four B-52 strikes were made simultaneously on the enany position, fo1-

lowed by an immediate sweep by ground troops. In the three days of fighting, 

at least 100 IfVA were killed in the Crescent. 

On 14 June, the 2nd Battalion 12th Cavalry was pulled out of the operation 

for a well deserved stand-down nnd was replaced by' the 1st Battalion 12th Cav-

1?.lry. This battalion took up where the 2nd Ba ttal ion le ft off • It drove the 

re~~ins of the 95C out of the Crescent and demolished the bases within the area. 

When it was finished, the Crescent was no longer cape~le of serving as a base 

area. (After the 1st Battalion 12th Cavalry left the Crescent, the 25th Infan­

try Division as::mmed control of that urea and Rome-Plo\'1ed it). The 95C was so 
, I 

badly hurt thc1.t its strength did not reo.ch 1,000 effectives lmtU. CCtobc. 

The 18B Regiment was located north of Base Area 355 between Ike and Jamie. 

The 2nd Battalion 5th Cavalry and the 2nd Battalion 7th Cavalry moved into that 

area nnd trapped the 1st and 3rd Battalions of 18B. Between 8 and 23 June, 

fifteen B-52 strikes ani 100 airstrikes were put on top of the two trapped 

enemy bc.ttalions. This firepower and combat with the US lnfantry battalions 

killed approximately 300 NVA. The 2nd Battalion, 18B Regiment had evaded the 

encirclement and moved north of Ike. In an effort to compel the 2nd Battalion 

fCONnOrNn'&'L.! 
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5th Cav8.1ry to break off the encirclement, the 2nd Battalion of l8B and the 

K28 Sapper Battalion decided to lau.'1Ch en attack on FSB Ike. 

On 18 June, the K28 Battalion made a sapper atta.ck on Ike to clear the 

way for a full-scale infantry attack at a later date. Three teams of sappers 

were in the wire attempting to inf'il trate the perimeter to knock out the TOO and 

the ertillery and to clear paths for the infantry. The infiltrators were dis-

covered ,by an alert bunker 5UflXd who took them under fire and sounded the alarm 

before they could get through the wire. The sa:ppers were engaged with heavy 

SlD<J.ll arms and f!.rtillary fire. Thirty seven sappers ;'Tere killed before the K28 

broke off the ~ttack without accomplishing it mission. 

The 2nd Battalion, 18B Regiment attacked FSB Ike in force on 20 June. 

Three infantry combat teens, moving fOr\.J'oxd under cover of a mortar and rocket 

barrf'..ge, entered the wire where tl1ey expected the find the gaps cut by the sap-

pors. But thore were no gaps. Caught in the wire, the infantry was deci.mated. 

The battalion withdrew before aalm, leaving 90 of its men in the wire. 

Two 113 ring compf'.nies were t:l.ir assaulted into positions e..long the bat-

talionJ s line of retreat. These tvlO companies were not p:!.rt of the encirclement 

force, hOiiever. In that respect, the att::!ck failed to relieve the pressure on 

the trapped portion of the regiment. 

The 2nd BattalLm 5th Cavalry and 2nd Battalion 7th Cavalry completed 

their encirclement on 23 June. After this operation, the 18D Regiment remained 

out of action until August. 

Montana ScOl.' .. t terminated on 23 June. In July, the low level of enemy 

activity permitted the redeployment of the 1st Cavalry Division's farces. The 

2nd Brigade was shifted into Phuoc Long Province. The 11th ACR (OPCON') was 

assigned responsibility for portions of Binh Long Province, while the 1st 

TIrigade rem."'..ined in '-lax Zone C. 
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In August, the NVA launched an offensive. The objective was not Saigon, 

nor even Tay Nirih. Their offensive cn.pa.bility had been so eroded that they had 

to settle for An Loo, capital of Binh Long Province. The attack could be made 

directly out of the Fishhook without requiring the use of forward staging areas. 

Consequently, the attacking forces would not be exposed to interdictory attncks 
, 

enroute to the objective. Also, if the attack failed, it was a short distance 

to run to sD..iety. 

On 11 August, the NVA launcl-:.ed their offensive. Supporting the main attack, 

there waG supposed to be a division-size attRck in Wcr Zone C and a similar 

attack in Wro: Zone °D. The main v..tto.ck in Binh Long Province wc..s crushed. In 

War Zones C and D, barely one battalion in each zone W:J.S able to bring off an 

att..'\Olc. In less thnn a week, the offensive i-laS defeated and the NVA were bMk 

across the border. 

IX. OPw'TIONAL StiMMJ.':W: 

At a cost of 387 killed nnd 2425 wounded* the 1st Cavalry Division had 

stopped cold ~ro full scale enemy offensives and wrested the initiative from a 

determined enemy. The base system in v/ar Zone C, built up over the years at a 

considerable expenditure of effort, had been rendered incapable of supporting 

any t,y.pe of offensive action. Over 4,000 enemy soldiers had been killed nnd one 

million pounds of rice were cnptured by the division. Behind the screen me.in-

te.ined by the 1st Cavalry Division across the northern tier of lIT Corps, II 

Field Force units were able to concentrate on destroying local force units c.>.nd 

eliminating the VO infrastructure without fear of attacks by the main force 

divisions. 

Between October 1968 and 30 June 1969, the 1st Oavv..lry Division bed drrun-

actically changed the strategic situation in War Zone O. But how was the 1st 

Cav v..ble to effect the chk~e? 

*Februk~ - June 1969 
25 
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rCONnDfNnAl} 
Jjr mobility cnn t~ the lionls SHare 61 the oredit. The 1st Cav WP~ 

unencumbered by the ltlck of surface lines of communication through Wax Zone C. 

As long as there was reaso~~ble tre£ficability for foot troops ~d a patch of 

hard ground for the D.'I'tillery to set up, the division was in business. A fire 

base could be placed cnywhere there was room for one helicopter to land. If 

there was no pla.oe to land, the 1st Cav would make one. This cnpa.bility enabled 

the division to go where the enemy lived. No are£'. ,ms safe from intrusion, no 

units safe from attaok. Airmobility permitted the relentlesG search for the 

enemy to oontinue despite the ~bominable wet monsoon weather. No let-up in the 

operationcl tempo took plaoe. Consequently, the enemy was nllowed no time to 

recover from his losses in War Zone C. The 1st Cav again showed it oould operate 

for long periods of time over extremely rugged terrain with greater effeotive-

ness and greater oombat power than a. standard infnntry division. 

Another key to the sucoess of the 1st Cav WL'.s the use of massive firepower. 

Infnntr.r and a.ir cavalry were used primarily to find e..nd fix the enelIl\Y. The 

destruction of enemy units was left to the ''big lJUllS". The 1st Cav made Lcvish 

use of all types of artillery cnd air-delivered ord..nc."Uloe. In support of 1st 

Cav operations, frot! Febrtl.OX"J to June, the Air Force flew over 4,000 sorties of 

TaotioAl Ai:r (TAG-Am) support and 150 Combat Skyspot missions in War Zone C. 

This effort rep::::esents roughly 25% of the TAC Am support expended in In Corps 

Tactioal Zone for all US, MtVN and Free 'World Military Assistance Foroes. 

Alnost 200 B-52 strikes were employed. 

The four tube-Cl'I'tillery bn.ttclions and the C'.eri:Q rooket artillery battalion 

of the division performed yeoman service in providing support for the infantry. 

Inf2.1ltry units always ste-yed within the J.~ange of light ~tillery stationed on 

battalion FS:B's. This artillery vT2.S the most readily available means of fire 

support pnd the infantrymen depended .upon it when in conto.ct with the eneoy. 

r·cONno[N11; .. ll 
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CCONAomnAL] 
J.rtillery was clso very effective in interdicting movement through War Zone C 

by means of planned fires on known enemy loco.tions and f=equently used trails. 

Spec ial ment ion must be lIlc.1.de of the lJ.tA. This unique unit gave the 

division the cnpability to provide devc.stating firepower throughout the 

divinion's arc<:'. of operations. The fire of the weapons systems mounted on the 

aircrP..ft cnn be brought to within 10 meters of friendly units in contf'.ct. 

''Blue Mo.xll provided suppa.- t to the troops in the field around the clock, good 

weather of bcd, often in the fnce of heavy nnti-aircraft fire. 

The effects of this prodigious use of firepower were the destruction of 

ene~y units and bases, the wenkening of his morale and a generP~ reduction of 

his ebility to cm:::ry on the fight. 

The application of tremendous firepower is useless if the bombs and rxtil-

lery rounds lrlld on empty jungle. This brings up the key role played by intel-

ligence in the 1st CC'..v' s success. The target ooquisition cgencies of the 

division were carefully orgellized wd coordinated for lIlc."'..Ximum effect. No plan-

ned offensive or concentration of troops or materiel went un-noticed. The eir 

cavalry squadron, ground and airborne sensor systems and photo reconnaissance 

gathered infor.lll<:.'.tion which Wi"'.,S integra-ted to provide the answer to the questions: 

Where is the enemy nnd vThat is he doing? 

The search for the eneny was facilitated by the dedication of such people 

cs CPr Mil ton, the hi; 13rignde S-2. CPr Mil ton would spend hours each do.y 

flying over W~ Zone C in the back of a light observation helicopter, lying 

on the floor with 0. pair of binoculn:cs looking for the NVA. He knew the trails 

wd bunker complexes like the back of his hand. When he said the enemy was 

there, he 'WAS there. 

']he la.st of the keys to the 1st Cnv' s success was the manner in which 

• the division was .employed. The deployment of the 1st Cav into III Corps 

-'---------'----'--
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confronted the eneuy with a. stro.tegic surprise. I.. division-size force bad 

been inJected into the bo.ttle area. with no wr'Xning from 600 miles o.way. The 

use of the division in a mobile defensive posture permitted the division to 

Illc.".ke the flost effective t'nd efficient use of its air mobility r:nd firepower. 

On the~o.ctica.1 level, the division Illc.'1.de very good use of the te:cra.in CfVor 

which the campa.ign w::-.s fought. Firebo.ses were loco.ted to block the a.venues of 

o.pproo.ch to fuse liren 355. This situ."..tion presented the enany with multiple 

difficulties. Troops op:;rating fron these fireb,~ses could seriously disrupt 

the flow of Illc."..teriel. If the enemy continued to move past ~ particular fire-

base, he could expect to 10.se a. lot of l:len and supplies. If he tried to over-

run the fi:'Ce br'.se, he could expect to lose a good portion of his attc.ck force 

with no assur::'.IlCe that the firebase would be oveI.TUn. The enemy could <,.lso 

elect to byp.,.'1.sS the fircbases. This P<JXticulc.r choice presented tvlO more 

difficul ties. First, bypnss routes would lllr'.ke the distrulce tho.t supplies had 

to be moved cons idero.bly longer. The longer disto.nces required more time to 

build up sufficient stocks of supplies for C'll offensive 2nd exposed the units 

IDCfVlng the supplies to greater dp.nger of being detected by the 1st Cav's 

reconn'1.iss~nce forces. Second, the mobility of the 1st Cav would enable it to 

open nevT fire bases f::.ster than the enefl.Y could open new routes. The depth of 

the screen ~ross Wcx Zone C proved to be clmost impenetrnble. (It took a full 

scnJ.e offensive effort in Mn.y to move two bntt.."..lions thr01lgh the screen). The 

e!lem.y hn,d to operate at the end of a. long supply 1 ine with [1.11 the difficulties 

thc. ...... t arise from th"..t situation. The presence of three fire bcoe~ ~ong the 

X-CMhe systCtl, far exe..mple, shut off the flow of :ric" to thQ aou:th. The OeDe 

depth across eMh of ~~e supply routes pcroitted the 1st Cav to really go over 

the terrain uith a fine tooth comb. 

Thc: interdictory effort, coobined with offensive operations 2..gD..inst the 
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"eprOdGced at ,~e Natlcra: .l,":~ ,es 

~iJ~\ifi(lENHAL 
anenyl s t">..:'oop units, forced the ene:ny to try to fie;ht his ',lay through Wn:r Zone 

C inste~d of bcxTelling down the trails to Sa1gon for a quick victory. Ebch 

time he had tried, the result was the same: bloody failure. 

Wn.r Zone C is still the IDc'\in ba.ttleground of TIl Corps. The NVA rear 

service groups continue to operate in the. aree. to build upcMhes, bunker 

complexes and roads for futuro offensives. But every day the NVA operate, it 

becomes 'more lu-..zardous and costly to them, as the 1st Cav continues its 

screening and interdictory role in W~ Zone C. 
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DATES Rl!HAR!S 

2 J'tIIlI-13 J'lll '66 Took plaoe in :Biilh ~ P.rov1nce. Basulted 
in 855 Cl.8DIY' KIA. 

14 Sep-24 1fov' '66 ~k plaoe in War Zone C with 196 LIB, 1 at 
In£' Div, 3d Bde. of' 4th In£' Div am 173d 
Abn l3de taking part. 11 06 ~ KIA. 

8-26 Jan 167 

I 

Took plaoe in Iron !I!r:lang1e, SE of :BA 355. 
1st In£' Div, 25th Im" Div; 173d Abn me, 
11th ACR taJdng pa.rt. 720 enemy XIA. 

22 Feb-14 May 167 !I!ook pla.oe in War Zone C a.r:d bo:rder:l.ng 
prov1noes.E1ementa of 1 at, 4th and 25th· 
Inf' Diva, 196 LIB, 173d Abn Bde, 11th ACR. 
2728 CJJlM1!Y KIA. 

27 Sep-19 Nov 167 Took place in B:1nh Duong and BiDh·Lo~ . 
~es. 1st In£ Div 1nn1oted 956 w.. 

e Deo '67-
11 lW '68 25th D1v o~tion in Ta.y Ninh Provhlce a.tld . 

B.1.'8t\ west of Sa180ne "Inoluded Tet Of:fensi'W .. 
5116 eDeIIW' oasual ties. 

11 'Ma:r-7 Apr '68 Took plaoe in Sa.iaOn'a.rea alJd: 5 II'IJI.'rOmltUtlg 
prov'1noes; lB' in, 9th and 25th ItIf Diva, 
ARVN 5th am 25th Diva, .mm"Abn J3a.ttaJ.1aoa 
and Marine Corps Task Forces. 2658 w.. 

S L:;?r-31 )8.y t 68 Took place in Oapi tal. M:l.li ta.r:r D1str1ot 
aD:l ~ a:rea. 79 US a:al AllVN 
battalions. 7645 enemy XIA. 

1 Jun '6s-
17 Feb '69 Ccrt1mBtio:n of Toan Tha.:Dg I • 
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lffiB -
ltlstrmg 
:Beverl.7 
.Aml 
:B1i17 
JalcB 
Do1l--
Bi1a 
Joe 
J.niJ.7 
St :Barbara 
M10bael 
Ina. 
Grant 
Dolly-
Whit 
Jlce 
Jess 
Ca:rol~ 
Jamia 
~11B 
Lori 
:BetV 

,,,,'.'~'':',., "_or 

E 366820 '. 1ia9' 6e 
XT 330900 (lCatma) .Nrr 68 
X!I! 085816 (b:ln NgcD) Nov 68 
XT 431843'" lfof'" 68 ; 
XT 62081 0 Nov 68 
XT 562854 Nov 68 
XT 500609 Nov 68 
XT 629663 Nov 68 
XT 82091 0 (Quan La1) Nov 68 
XT 274680 Nov 68 
XT 002763 Dec 68 
XT 605621 Dec 68 
XT 387623 19 Jan 69 
XT 52'3588 8 Feb 69 
XT 455624 10 Mar 69 
XT 340714 21 AIJI! 69 
XT 188717 29 Mar 69 
XT 26T{88 14 A.IJI! 69 
XT 484719 22 Apr 69 
XT 537806 19 Apt' 69 
IT 60'7621 21 Mq 69 
XT 686745 19 Jun 69 
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