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I? W.R Z08E C
1, The Terrain:

A hundred kilometers northwest of Ss,igon, in an isol:?-.‘ced corner of
Vietnan bordered on two sides by the C‘,,mbod.; on border, lics a vast jungle
known to the er_;emy a8 Wor Zone C, It stretchcs from the Fishhook south along
the Saigon Rlver t‘d‘ LTL 13, amd then west, generally paralleling the road,
Passing just north ’6f ¥ui Bo Den, War Zonc C continues t.o the west nnd south~
west to the Cambodisn border, (Sce maps #1 ond 52). '

There is little prominent terrcin in western IIT Corps cxcept Nui Bo Den,
the faobled "Block Virgin Mountain", locetcd on the southern edge of central
Wor Zone C, It sprends over 10 square kil-meters aond rises 986 meters above
the flat to gently rolling jungle floor, (Sec map #3). ‘

Tay Ninh City, 8 kilomcters to the southwest of Nui Ba Den, and the Kotum
CIDG settlement in north-centrz}l War Zone C ~nrc the only significant
populetion centers in the arco., Ocgupied hordets are virtunlly non-existant,

On tﬁe whole, contour intervals arc very grodual throughout Woar Zone C
with elevation roanging from 10 to 20 meters in the marshy arecs oleng the
wegtern bpnnde;ry and 50 to 90 meters in the north, centrol and enstern portions,

The mojor waterwoys in the aren ore the Salgon River and the Prek Klok—
Rach Sanh Dol Stream, They flow generally south ~nd ecst, fed by the numcrous
smoll streams winding through the rcgion., Sampans ond §halloxw-draft boots
toke full odvantoge of their yenr-oround trafficobility,

There ore relstively few roads in tm-area ond are nll choracterized os
loose surfece, fair or dry wecther routes,

Vegetotion ranges from rice pnddy ond grosslond ~ to bamboo thickcts =

to milti-conopied jungle. The lond arcund Toy Ninh City ond the bose of Nud
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Bo Den is open grassland ond rice pﬂdd.{. Bcvmnd that lies the Jjungle, Two
large rubber plantations are lucated adjocent to costorn War Zone C:  the
Michelin and the Minh Thanh, The Micholin bl,".n{;;:».’ti‘on icovers eighty-four squoare
kilometers, whilc thc Minh Thanh covers sixtecn,
2, The Enemy:

The nature of the terrcin in Wor Zone C makcs the region ideally suited os
o &so area for the cneuy; the proximity of the Cfuubodi;a.n sanctuary nnd the in-
sccegsibility of thé arce to leorge conventioncl round forcesf Ovcr the yeoors
the VO ':‘,nd' NVA developed the crece into o zcrics of base comps aﬁd cacho sites,
Threc large, permenent base nrecs werc constructed clong the border, giving the
eneny o sccure oren from which he could lawmch offensive operntions, The boses

’

also served ns rcst arecs for units worn out in combat, A fourth base area, #355,
wons constructed in the vicinity of the junction 2f the Saigon River and the Rach
Senh Dol Stream, The southwest corner of it is connmonly called "The Crescent”,
This base served as o woy stotion for troops cnd supplics going south toward
Saigon, (See map #4).

Eneny service troops constructed or inrp}:g)%d mimerous trodl systems through
the rcgion to serve as lines of commmnicntion, (Mep 5 shows the gencral iroce
of the major infiltrotion trails). Caches of cquipment ond rice were located
along these troils while most of the weaﬁons ~rnd minitions come down the Saigon
River corridor. Rice waz moved zlong thc X—C'uche svsten, n scrics of seven
rice storage depots which ran from northwest to soutneast ccross Wor Zone C,

The depots were ploced approximntely 10 to 12 kilometers opart (roughly o nightts
round trip,) The Saigon Corridor, thec X-Cache systcm and the trail nctwork
provided routes for funncling supplies ond rice into Basc Arer 3%355. From there,
the rice and sixpplies traveled through thre liichelin into the Ho Bo Woods~Trap-
ezoid=TIron Triongle region northwest of Saigon,
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In érder to mount on offensive against the pomuvlated arcas in III Corps,
the enemy would %ronsport the food and ammnition needed to sustain the oper-
ation down the infiltration trails into Base Arca 355 and the other smaller
bose camps closer to Scigon, As the offensive got undexr woy, the attocking
infant‘;ry would move down the trails, picking up their equipmgnt as they marched
south, This enablcd them to travel very light and very fast.

The Allied Command in III Corps was coznizant of the threat posed by‘ eneny
units operating out of War Zone C. Between lugust 1965 and January 1968, US
ard LRVN forces conducted four major operctions (See cxmex A) in War Zone C in
order to deny the eneny the unrestrictcd use; of his bases ond lines of comxmmi—'
cation in that arec. The enemy lost over 8,000 killed in those four operations,
in addition to having large bose caumps and coches destroyed., Although the four
operations put considerable pressure on thc enemy, there were long pericds of
time when his presénce in War Zone C went unchollenged, The 196th Light Infantry
Brigode wns supposcd to opercte in War Zone C 28 o _loa.tlng brigade to keep
the eneny off balance batween nojor operatiors in 1967, but developments in I
Corps compellcd the redeployment of that brig~de tz I Corps,

The heavy losses suffered by the enemy conv:mccd him that he should not
station main force wnits permonently in War Zone €, Instead, he decided to use
the vase system as o series of forward operation hnses, After April 1967, the
RVA were able to develop their border sanctuaries ond stock the forward boscs
with materiel to support the plonned General Offensive in Spring of 1968,

II, TET 1968:

During the period prior to Tet 1968, the NVLA complcted the planning ond

building up of supplies for coordinated attacks throughout Vietnam, The offen~

sive in III Corps was tc}‘fhighlighted by the ecopture of Saigon mmd the overthrow

on the Scigon government. Eleven locel force battalions indigenous to the
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Saigon area werc to seize key installations ingide the city, getting help from
the general up-rising thot was cxpected to follow their entry into the capital.
Three main force divisions were assigned the mission of isolating the city and
preventing Allied reinforcecments fron entcring thc'city and crushing the local
forces ‘pefore they hnd consolidated their position, Following this brillient
victory, the wor would end victoriously for the commmnists,

'Allied intelligence had determined thot on enenmy offensive wns being plan-
ned, but there wns no dcfinite information conccrning the timing or scope of
the expected ottacks, It wos generai!.ly believed thot the offengive would begin
ghortly after the celcbration of Tet, Since Tet was a very important holiday
to both South and North Vietnamese, it wos fclt thot the'enemy would allow its
troops o stand-down to celebrate; then launch the cttack,

L8 the intelligence picture clarified, IT Ficld Force determined that the
main attack would be mede in the Saigon arca, Bocscd on this J.ntelllgence,
Allied units redeployed to block the approoch of the noin force units and to
tighten the ring of defenses around Saigon., On the eve of Tet, over half of
the total Allied maneuver units in III Corps were in position in and around
the Copital. Reaction forces had been designated, counter-attock pla.ns were
drawn up and rehearscd os preparations for the offensive contimied, A 36
hour tmce_was scheduled to allow the Vietnamese soldiers to visit their families
during Tet,

Owing to o mixX-up in timing, the NVA forces'in I ond IT Corps initiated'
the offensive a full 24 hours chead of schedule, Foreworned by this miscue,
III Corps went on 100% zlert, All leaves were coancelled cnd the truce lifted,

The enemy begon his offensive in ITI Corps on the night of 30 Jaruary with
widesprecd rocket ond mortar attacks, followed by ground asssults, The loccl

forces attacked the US Embossy, the Presidential Polece, police stations and
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headquarters corplexes, The mnin force divisions mwed out of their assembly
areas cnd into their blocking positions, The 5th VC Division came out of War
Zone D and e,ttacke?d the Iong Binh~Bien Hoa complex, The 9th VC staged through
Base Area }55 ond the Iron Triangle and took up its position between Cu Chi
and Saigon, The Tth NVA staged through the Saig;qn Biver Corridor and moved
down QL 13 to the vicinity of Chon Thanh, (Mcp #6).

Alied reaction to the attacks was swift ond violent, The defenders of
the instollations inside the city held off the 1lueal forces and waited for
reinforce;nents. ARVN and US reaction forces were -n the road and in the oir
inmediately enroutc to the city, The first reinforcements reoched Saigon ot
0600 on 31 Jarmuary, On the anprooches to the copitel, Allied mechanized units
barrelled through the main blocking forces without stopping and moved into the
copital, {(One ormored cnvalry trcop drove through two NVA regiments drewn up
in attack formotion in order to got to its assimned position), The enemy locn
force units were quickly overwhelmed by thre ropidly ~xriving relief forces,

- Having defeated the attacks in the city, the .llies turned to the tediocus
ond bloody task of rooting out and destroying pockets of resistance in bitter‘
house-to-house fighting, The main foree units vere hoving their problems 00,
There wns no contingency plon for the defent of the local forece units, Also,
no vithdrawal plons hd heen devised, The mnin feorce units hesitoted and were
lost, As late os 18 Februory, mnin force urits were still milling around out
of their safe bnse arens, Units from the lst and 25th Infontry, the 10lst
Airborme Divisions and the 11lth LCR engoged tie moin force elements and inflicte-
ed heavy logmes on then before they could ezcope 1o their sonctunries, By the
end of May, the Allies had inflicted over 10,000 killed on the enemy in the
defense of Saigon and follow up operations,

On Moy 7, the enemy stmgli agein in IIT Coxps, This otteck, mounted mainly
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to create a psychological impression of "Saigon under siege", was carried gut
by small teams of infiltrators entering the capital and other key positions.
(The }argest force was a relnforced platoon which attacked the Bien Hoa air
base)s By 13 Hay however, all the infiltrators had been eliminated.

Although neither ottack was militarily successful, the psychological and
political reftion was corsiderable, The threat of repeated enemy attacks on
the capitel city could serldusly damege the entire war cffort. To block further
offcn81vo§ against Saigon, General Abrams decided to deploy the lst Cavalry
Division from I Corps to III Corps to perform a general outpost line (GOPL) mis-
sion along the Cambodinn border north cnd northwest of Saigon. Positioned as-
tride the enemy's infiltration routes, the lst Cav would detect and interdict
nmovement south, It wos believed tinat the lst Cav would not be able to completely
block the enemy movement, so provisions were mnde for it to shift its forces
laterally and in depth as the VA tried to move through the screen, This mobile
defensive posturc would serve to weer down the enemy n~nd to provide information
and early worning of his epproach to the populnted areas. The 1lst Cav was
ideally suited for this nission by virtue of its complete airmobility, which
enrbled the division to meintnin surveillance ond ocrmed reconnaissance over the
expanfe of terrain exitending down through Wer Zone C.
ITI, THE 187 CAV T IXT C7Z:

The 1st Cov deployed into I1I Corps during the pericd 26 Ocober-20 November
1968 in Operation Liberty Canyon. The division took up a position running from
the Conbodirn border west of T-p Winh City to the boundrry between ITT nnd II
Corps. Tre deployment increased the capability of II Field Foiee t0 bring pres~
sure to becr on the enemy in IIT Corps. The 1lst and 25th Infantry Divisions
reduced their oporational areas and were ~ble to plece greater emphasis on
meification; the GOPL posture of the 1st Cov prov1d1ng ecrly warning and inter-

¢iction of enemy offenswve thrusts. (Nép #7)
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The 1st and 2nd Brigndes took up screening positions across the northern
frontier: >f War Zone C, generclly along Highway 246. This disposition placed
six fire boses astride the Saigon River Corridor ond the Mustang Trail. The
fire boses served cos pivots for airmobile infantry battalions which sought out
the enemy's trails and coches, The NVA quickly learned the threat posed by
these bases, TUnits moving supplies weré attacked by armed helicopters and
ambushed by ground forces., The ground troops were everywhere. (Mep _#8).

In order to keep open the::r line of communicotion, the NVA decided to
elimimrte one of the fire bases which wos blocking the flow of supplies. The
95C Regiment wos directed to attack Fire Support Bese (FSB) Dot on 14 November
with &1l three pf its battelions :mci eliminate that portion of the 1lst Covalry
Division screen,

FSB Dot was defcnded by the 36th ARVN Roncer Dattalion, operating under
Operational Control (OPCON) of the 1lst Cav, The defenders were tipped off to
the impending attack when scout helicopters spotted fifty enemy soldiers moving
towzrd "Dot.

When the 95C Regiment attocked shortly after micdnight on the 14th, the
Rangers were ready. The Rongers met the attock with small arms fire, 1st_Cav
artillery from FSB!'s Jake and Rita, and Aerial Rocket Artillery (4RA) from the
2nd Battalion 20th g‘xtillery. When the 95C managed to breach the perimeter ot
Do*t, the intrepid Rangers mounted o determined counterattack and drove the NV
out, The enemny had broken contact and was retreating to the north when the sun
came up. Armed helicopters attnacked the defeated battalions ns they covered
the six kilometers between Dot and ‘Fhe border., In =211, 287 enemy vere killed
by the Rangers and lst Cov elements,

Finding that they could not breck through the screen, the NVA decided to

go around it. The Saigon Corridor and Mustang Trail traffic vmas shifted to the
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west to avoid the screen, The X=Czoche and the Prek Klok routes were expanded
and improved to corry the increased load., The flow of materiel had to be kept
at a highhlevel in order to prepare the battlefield for the coming Spring
Offensives.

IV. TEE POST-TET or S’ERING FFENSIVE 19693

The Spring Offensive, also known as the 4th General Offens:.ve, wvas planned
as a re-run of the 1958 Tet Offensive with slight modifications. Four main
force divisions were available for the assault. The attack was to be conducted
in three phases, lasting o total of thirty four deys. In the first phase, IIVL
units would knock out key bases, seize terrcin suitable for continuing the opere
ation and couse the Mlies to commit thgzir mobile reserves, The 5th VO Divisioﬁ
was to knock out Long Binh ond Bien Hoa. The 1st NVA Division wns assigned the
principal diversionary effort. This division was to morch out of War Zone C
and tcke up o position nenr Highway 1. Their move was intended to draw Allied
Teserves out of position so the other divisions could move unimpeded {o the
Copital. The Tth im wos to repent its 1968 missiqn but would not stop ataChon
Thonh, Instead, it would go all the way to Scigon. From -I;he Angells Wing, the
9th VC Division would move down Highway 1 into the capital. (From the Angel's
Wing, the 9th VC Division posed a threat to both Tay Ninh ond Saigon. Cone
sequently, the objeqtive would not be known to the Alliey until after the cttack
wns well under way).

The success of the offensive hinged on the performeonce of the lst NVA Divi-
sion., When the Allies committed their reserves ocgainst that wnit, the other
divisions would mcve out, Also critical wos the flow of suppliec needed %o
sugstain the offensive, for wi@;hout adequate levels of munitions, the cttocks
could not hove been attempted,

The level of eneny sui)ply activity, coupled with informntion from captured
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documents ond prisoners, indicatcd to the Allies that an offensive on the scale
of Tet 1968 was coming up. The 1lst Cavalry Division adjusted its dispositicn
of fo*ces in order to contest the enemy movements ~nd to block the expected of-
fensive, The 1lst Drigcde began nmoving into the area east of the Angel's Wing
on 15 December to interdict the movement of the 9th VC into III Corps. Using
oirmobile and riverine techniques, the brigade swept through the area in Oper=-
ation Navajo Werhorse, searching for the enemy's supply coches, The brigade
was successful in its search, finding in excess of 150,000 small-crms and 3,400
large-caliber rounds, It wos felt that the amount of munitions coptured con-
stituted 2 lorge percentage of the total amount infiltrated into IIT Corps by
the 9th VC,

The 1lct Brigade re-entered Var Zone C on 19 Jonuary in reaction to increcsed
cnemey rctivity in the area north of Tay Minh, (4 two-company force, Task Force
Duke, continued Navajo Warhorse to monitor enemy activity). Based on informo-
tion concerning the location of enemy trails and troop movgments, the 1st
Brigade organized o screen across the top of Base Area 355, With this screen,
running generally along the line formed by FSB's Dolly-Grnnt-St Barbara, the
brigode could interdict all troffic leeding into Base Ares 355. (Map #9). The
skytroopers combed tiie terrain for eneny caches and ambushed the trails., Their
operations were immecdiotel; succgssful. In the last two weeks in Januory, the
brignde captured 90 tops of rice, Ambush operations were killing as many as
forty enemy ecch night.

The 2nd Brigade continued its interdictory operations south of the Fish-
hook, uncovering mumerous caches, The largest of these was found by the 3rd
Vietnamese Marine Bottalion on 9 Februzry., It consisted of 250 large-caliber
rockets, 90 morter ond RPG rounds, 324 individunl and 22 crew served wenpons,

and 10 tons of miscelloneous explosives and smell-arms crmunition. This cache
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couléd ensily hrve outfitt xd on ent_re NVA b"tt”llon and kept it supplied with
armmunition for o sizoble ﬁttwck.

Meanwhile,_the Jrd Brigode cir-cssaulted into War Zone D to head off the
5th VC Division.

The deploynent of te 1lst and 2nd Brigedes in their current positions gove
those units nore roonm to moneuver, The increased distance from the border on
the western flank geve the air covalry squadron and the other target acquisition
cgencies of the div'.sion more time to detect the enemy's approach. The extra
time permitted the division to destroy the enemy forces with iong range fires

vhile the ground troops sought out and destroyed coche sites mnd units already

. in position. This two=-pronged attack on the NVA logistic system took a heavy

toll in eneny resources. Lpproximately 200 tons of rice clone were coptured
in Februcry,

Ls o result of the aggressive air nnd ground operations by the 1lst Cov, the
NVL were forced to breck up their uwnits into small cells in order to poss
through the screen. Heavy moateriel losses required diverting ranpower resources
from offensive operations to the movement of supplies., Preparctions for the
offensive puched dogpedly forward despite these setbrcks, Rear service elements
took the brunt of the casunlties as they fought to protect their caches and move
them south. The mnin force divisions slowly worked their woy forward into their
gtoging areass the lst and Tth NVA intc the Bose Lren355-Fishhook-Michelin area,
the 9th VC into the lngel's Wing, and the 5th VC into southwestern War Zone D,
(Mep #10).

In 1969, the NVA permittcd a five-dny truce for the celebration of Tet.
There had been considerable cdverse reaction by the Vietnomese over the violation
of thet holiday in 1968 nnd the NVLA wished to avoid a recurrence,

The offenszive begen on 23 Februnry r~fier the conclusion of the truce. The
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opening of the offensive was characterized by widespread attacks by fire and
ground a.ttacké. %Ispproxim‘“.tely 25% of the enemy's troops were engaged in probing
the Allied defenses and seizing terrain favorable to the continuation of the
offenzive. The largest ottocks were mnde cgainst the lLong Binh-Bien Hoa complex
and Dau Tieng,

In the zr;ove south the 334 Regiment; 5th VC Division was hit by embushc::os
and artillery and was forced to abart its mission and return to War Zone D.

The scne fhing ham?ened to the 174th Regiment, attoched to support the 5th VC
Division ofi:ensive. The other organic regiment, the 275, and the other two
supporting regiments, the 274 Infantry and tl}e 74th Lrtillery pushed on with
the Division Headquarters to their objective. ‘

On the 23d of February the lst Bn., 275th Bgte. and D2/U1, o local force
unit, attacked elements of the 3=5 Cav at the Bien Hon City Railyard. The
274th Regz.ment at the srne tinme conducted an attock on Bearcat with its 1st
Battalion, while the 3rd Battalion followed a morter ond roc}cet attack with o

 penetrating ground probe of the 720 PEP compound ot Long Bink. The 3rd Dattalion
was the more sug:oessi‘ul of the three, although it was finally beaten back amd
lost 194 killed,

The highroint of the 5th VC Division offensive came on the 26th of February,
when the 3rd Battalion 275th Regiment and the 21st Sa;?per-Recon Battalion at-
tocked the gates ond bunker line at Bien Hoa air base. The area was defended
by the 3-48 ARVN, the 199 Light Infantry Brigade and the 5th Vietnnmese Marines,
The atiocking force was tra;{)ped on an open plain and wos quickly reduced by _
grazing fires ond artillery., 214 enemy soldiers were killed and 60 coptured.

At Deu Tieng, the lst Infantry Division repelled & regimental-size attack
and launched z counter-zttack through the ilichelin to finish off the attackers,
Idthough the level of activity wes hlgh, the key terrain hod not been seized nor
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had the lst NVA Division begun its diversion,

The lst NVL Division hod not nmoved because it wos still bottled up in Var
Zone C. Its lines of communication were being interdicted by infantry operat-
ing out of FSB Grant. A4s long 2s Grant wos there, sufficient amounts of supplies
could not be brought forward to the division to sustain its attack., In order
to free its lines of ‘communication, the division tried to overrun Grant ex.nploy-
ing the 95C Regiment, Under cover of an intense rocket and martar attock, the
95C plamed to attack the fire base with two botialions in the assault and one
ipreserve... The attack was scheduled for the early norning hours of 8 March.

On FSB Grant, the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Covalry knew
sonething was up. For the pest few days, the base hnd received sporadic 120mm
nortar fire? The rounds were fired singly, as though the NVA were registering
their tubes, But on the 7th of March all was quiet. It turned out to be the
1ull before the storm,

The storm broke shartly after midnight on 8 March, 4 heavy con?entration
of rockets and mortars slammed into the base, In the opaning volley, two 120mm
rounds exploded inside the T"C‘tl@'ﬂ. Operations Center, killing the Ilttal:.on
Cormander, LTC Peter Gorvad, ond wounding most of the com:;:md group. The Bat-
talion S-3, MAJ Brown was outside the TOC when it was hit, He assumed cormand
and directed the defense of Grant. Almost immedioctely ofter the TOC was hit,
NVi. soldiers were spotted in the wire, The defenders opened up with snall arms
and automatic weapons, keeping the enemy at arms length, Tube artillery fire
begon falling around the base ‘,nd a call went out for Blue Mox, the aerinl
rocket artillery (4RA) battalion.

‘ At 0200, the main attgx:k was launched by the two assault battalions from
the southwest along LTL 13, The defenders met the asszault with every‘:bhing but
the kitchen sink: artillery, LARL, AC-47 gunships and tac air strikes. On the
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ground, the "Quad-Fifty" (4 berrel, .50~caliberﬁﬁbi{‘§ggm poured devastating

fire onto the attrckers, CPT Bill Copshaw and other members of C Battery, 1lst
Battolion 77th Artillery, manhandled a 105mm howitzer into a supplementary
positiqn opposite the point of attack angl raked the NVA ranks with Beehive
rounds., It was toucl} and go for a. while, If the enemy hit the base with a
fresh body of troops, they night penetrate the perimeter, The time had come
for the 95C to commit the reserve battalion. Unfortunately for the NVA, the
reserve battalion wns in no condition to attacke It had been thrown into con-
fusion when a hervy concentration of artillery slommed into its position, With-
out the added impetus of the reserve battalion, the attack ground to a halt and
was crushed by the withering fires from Grant., At 0400 the crisis had passed
and the NVL were withdrawing. Only the dead and the litter parties were left
in the area at 0600, The Skytroopers found 157 decd NVA (including the entire
2nd Company of the 2nd Battalion, 95C Regiment) in and near the base.

The 8 March attack did not ha.vg the desired results, The lst NVA was still
operating with its supply lines cut. Consequently, the big diversion could not
get unclm; way., Another attack was therfore ordered; this time by the 101D
Beginent, ‘

In the enrly morning hours of 11 March, the 101D attacked with two of its
battalions. ‘I{.‘his sttack was also node down LT 13 under cover of a rocket and
nortar attack. The Skyt;.‘oopa*rs met the 101D with the same reception they gave
95C with thg game effect, The 101D left behind 62 deed when they withdrew
before dawn, Scout helicopters from the lst Squadron 9th Covalry and ground
troops pursuing the two bottered battalions accounted for another 51 enemy killed,

As a result of the two attacks on Grant, the lst NVA Division was '1‘10 long-
exr capable of brecking out of War Zone C and accomplishing its mission, Con-;-
sequeni;,ly, the general offensive'stalléd. With no diversion to clear the way,

the other divisions were blocked,
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After fhe Grant attoeks, the 1st Brigad;; relinquished control of its three
battalions in Wor Zone C and shifted its attention to its two battalions con-
tinuing operction Navajo Warhorse, TF DUKE had been graduzlly enlarged to two
battalions as there were incdications that the 9th VC Division was about to
cross into III Corps, Thg 2nd Brigode assumed rewponsibility for the interdict~
ion program in War Zone C, The Brd_Brigade in War Zone D continued to hunt
for elements of the 5th VC Division.

V. OFERATION ATLAS WEIGE

The Allies expected the second phase of the offensive to begin on or about
15 March., In light of the losses inflicted on the WA and the upsetting of
their offensivets timeteble, the Lllies decided to go over to the offensive to
capitalize on the disorgonization of the eneny's forces, 4 quick counterstroke
would catch ther concentrated in the forward bases and hecod off further offen-
sive action,

IT Field Force initisted Operation Atlas Wedge with o two fold objective:
infliot heavy losses on the rain force divisions uhile they were still concen-
trated and drive then away from the populated areas., The operation employed
the lst ond 25th Infantry and lst Cavalry Divisions end the 1lth Armored Cove
alry Regiment, Fach unit wes tasked to attack and destroy enemy elements in
their respective crecs of operation,

The 11th ACR (~) teamed up with elements of the 1st Cav to sweep through
the Michelin Plantetion to drive out the elements of the 7th NVL Division.

Two squodrons began‘to drive northward through the rubber trees on 17 March
looking for o fight. The enemy was not expecting o fignt inside the plantation.
In the past, the rubber was a safle ploce to set up camp because the Allies did
not wish to destroy the ecoromically valucble rubber trees, For Atlas Wedge,

however, the restrictions on fighting in the rubber were lifted to allow the
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destruction of the anez:q; before they could escape, Over 100 enemy troops were
M'led in the firut two days of the sweep as the chonge in Allied policy caught
the NVA by‘surprise. On 19 March, the 11th ACR swept southward back through
the rubber,

While the regiment's aerial rifle platoon was conducting a bomb damage
assessment of three B-52 strikgs northeast of the rubber, it mode contact with
a large eneny force in bunkers. A Troop, 11th ACR, followed shortly by M
Conpeny (Tanks) 11th ACR moved to reinforce the hard pressed ARP. A real melee
ensued as the tanks a.nd.ACAVs drove over, around and through the NVA positions,
delivering killing fire. Enemy resistance wos crushed ns the cavalrymen killed
75 NVA and coptured 48 weapons,

The 11th ACR swept the rubber for two more days, f:‘mishing with a sweep of
the road to Minh Thanh to cut off any retreating groups of NVi, The four day
operation cost the Tth NVA Division 366 men, 88 weapons cond six tons of rice,

The 7th BVA was pushed back out of its stoging arens and away from its
objective, The other Allied units in Atlas Wedge enjoyed similor success, As
a result of the Allied offensive, the gencral offensive was averted. ';L‘he failure
of the lst NVA to brerk out of War Bone C wos ilhe ey to the [1liel svécess, II
Field Force was able tn hold.be;ck its mobile reserves and use them offensivelyA
to destroy the enery's units, The battles at Grant, precipitated by the 1st
Cav interdictory program, had cost the enemy his offensive,

VI. OPERATIONS MONTAiL SCOUT and MONTANA RATDERR

After Atlas Vedge terminated, the lst Cavalry Division initia ted Operation
Montene Scout in order to further exploit the succoco of Atlos Welpe. The
concept of this operation was to employ massed B=-h2 strikes on enemy troop con-
centrotions and bose errno :E‘ollowed by imedinte exploitotion by ~round forces

of up to two battalion strength, The objective was the destruction of the eneny
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units, bases ond lines of cormunicntions Initially two brigrndes, reinforced
by armor from the 11th ACR as neeled, were to be employed with the 3rd Brigoade
ready to enter the operation on order. (The lst and 25th Infantry Divisiox:zs
werc to conduct similar operntions in their respective arens concurrently).
Two weeks after Montana Scout storted, the 11th ACR was scheduled to moke a
reconnaissance in force through the Crescent and clong the Saigon Corridor to
disrupt the HVA base camps and drive enemy units out of their bases and into
25th I)ivisign and 1st Cav blocking forces. A key feature of Montana Scout was
to be thé enployment of massed B-52 strikes. Zreviously, B=52 strikes were
made on the bosis of one strike per torget. In Montana Scout, multip}e simul-
taneous strikes were to be employed where needed. (Maps #1 and #2),

The opera.’cion got under woy on 29 March with the lst Brigode air-assaulting
into ’gfer Zone C, The brignde vns deployed in roughly the same orea as in Feb-
runry. The 2nd Battelion 5th Cavalry air-ascaulted into the aren northwest of
FSB St Borbors to exploit B-52 strikes f‘agains’c"che 101D Regiment cnd to open
a fire base to support operations in that area, The first unit to land, A
Conpany, mnde contact immedintely with ot lenst one WVA bottalion. B, C, and
D Comp;.nies were ocirlifted in to reinforce A Comprny os the heavy fighting con~
timued, Two more componies were flown into positions along the high speed
treils lecding out of the sren 4o f;x the eneny in position, The battle continu~
ed until dork when the HVL withdrew. Fighting continued for three morevdays,
finclly tepering off to = point where the infritry could build FSB Jess., No
a,ssessment_of eneny losses could be nnde becruse the eneny corried of his
casunlties,

Throvghout the Montone Scout arca of operations lucrative concentrations
of troops and base conps were bombed and exploited. The NVA avoided contact

whenever possible by leaving smnll covering forces to engoge the exploitation
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forces while the nnin body escaped., The eneny could not aﬁ"ord to have his
units heavily engrged under these unfavoreble circumstences. The number of
troops lost in the borbings and exploitations wns not ensy to deteimine. In

the areas struck by B=52 strikes, there was o justificble reluctonce on the

wrt of the ground troops to dig through demolished bose camm Just to raise

he body couni;. The fact thot the strikes were hurting the eneny is illustroted
by the experiences of the iroops operating near Jess, where on nunerous occasions
the -broo:ps found pieces of bodies up in trees and hod to.don Zas posks due to
the overpowering stench of death vhich pervaded the area.

The 11th LCR swept into the Crescent from the southwest on 13 April, In
six doys, the armor-infontry task forces elimingoted 143 WVA from the 18D Reg-
inent, as the tonks and ACAV's croshed through the jungle uncovering coches
and destroying bose canpse The 3xd Brignde added itso woighf: to the campaign
on 20 Lpril, opening three frz:e boses south of the F:L»h:\ook. The 1lst and 2nd
Brlquc::s opened FEB3's Carolyn, Tke and Janie on the 1l4thy 21st and 22nd respec- )
tively. The screen of fire b:lxses was moved deeper into the enemy's bose systenm,
L proposed fire bose, Pearson, 10(;0,‘59(1 northwest of Carolyn, was not opened
since itwould hove been too deep., Instead, the screen of fire bases was strung
across centr: al War Zone C to concentrcte the division effort north of Base Aren
355. By this time, the division hnd eight of its nine orgonic maneuver bat-
tclions exploiting B=52 strikes ond seeking out coclhies in central War Zone C.

On 24 April, the 11th ACR con’cqlnued Montana Roider south of the Fishhook
in conjunction with the 3rd Drigade, Two squodrons, with elements of the 2nd
Beattalion 7th Cavalry OPCON, drove south from FSB's Rita and Fhyllis in search
of the enemy., From Phyllis, TF 2-11 ACR noved cross-country thrgugh the jungle
as far gsouth as the Se?.igon River cnd then b~ck northword to Rita., No signifi-

cent contact was nede, With TF 1-11 ACR moving south from Rite, it was a
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diffcrent story. This force swept dowm Eighngy 244 post FSD Jamie and through
the jungle as far west as the Ba Chiem Streom,

On 27 April, A Compeny, 2nd Battalion Tth Covalry was deployed to secure
two downed aircraft 10 kilometers northwest of Jemie, While moving to.tha.t
location, the company made contact with o largze cnemy force in bunkers, The
troops pulled back to nllow ortillery fire and cirstrikes to be put into the
crea, On the next day, C end M Troops of the 11th ACR reinforced A Company
but the NVA continued to fight. More artillery and airstrikes, followed thot
night by o B=52 strike, were put into the contact arer. On 29 April, the three
comprnies swept throush the bunker complex and found 40 HVA killed, Renext:ed
fighting on’the 30th cccounted for 48 more enemy and sixteen tons of rice,

In all, this p.‘;mse of Hontana Reider cost the enemy 97 killed, 244 weapons
end 42 tons of rice. HNumerous base instollations of the 82nd Rear Service
Group (including on elaborate 3-level mderg;ound complex and a huge hospital)
viere denolished ond 13 cache::s wvere uncovered, On 7 Mny the 11th ACR began the
last phose of Montana Roidere Reinforced by elements of the 5th Battalion Tth
Cavolry, the 1}th ACR swept the ilinh Than-Chon Thon -Mic;helin aren with very
little contact, ZFnemy losses were 21 killed and 9 PW's,

mtsj.de the Montona Raider arec of operation, ?;he bonbing and exploitation
continued, Despiie the purishment he was veceiving, the enemy resolved to pre-
pere another offensive,

VII, THS HO CHI MINI EMULATION CIMPLIGN:

Februrry, Mexch and Lpril hnd been -~ very trying period for the NVA,
Despite 2ll his efforts, includi;xg ouch swect ond blood, he had not been sble
to lounch o full scrle offensive, Tre 1lst Cov interdiction and exploitation
progroms had thwarted hinm at every turn., With the collapse of the 1959 Tet
Offensive, the NVA Comcnd hed to devise some kind of offensive in order to
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recoup their losscs, sove face ond regein the initintive.s Due to the restrictions
inposed by the 1lst Cavalry Division's operations, the eneny had to settle for
o smeller scole offensive with a significant but nore easily attaincble objective,

The ?rovincio.l capital ot Tay Ninh City offered many possibilities os an
objective. First, the city wcs easily accessible to large forces., 1t was only
o short march from the lngelt's Wi;g end Bese Area 355, From those two places,

a converging attock could be mde, Insidg the c¢ity there were only headquarters
and service elements and sonie RF/PF units, These weaknesses mnde the city an
easy tarcet. Second, the capture of o provincinl ceptial would facilitate the
announcerent of o provisional revolutionary govermment, This gimmick would

hove cons:.der ble impret of the Vietnamese people and on Americon home front
morale, Last, the city hnd” thus for been spored the raveges of war. Large
scale destruction of the city in house to house fighting could cause the Cao Iki,
who harbor considerable Aresentment toward the Scigon government over the curtail-
ment of the political power of the Cao Dai sect, to abandon the Saigon reginme
and remcin neutral in the war pending the resolution of the conflict., This
action would seriocusly undermine conirol in Toy Ninh Province becouse the Cao
i followers were apt to follow the leaders of the sect rather’ than the govern-
ment,

The asscult force in the attack would consist of the 9th VC Division attaocks
ing from the south ~nd the lst NVA Division attocking from the north or north-
east. The Tth NVA was assigned the mission of holding open the lines of come
munication along the Snigon Corridor. The campaisn wos timed so that the pre-
paratory attacks to break the lst NVL out of War Zone C would toke place in

ecrly May .,md the moin atteck would coineide with Ho Chi IImh's birthday on
Moy 19 Thus, the Ho Chi Minh Bmulation Carpaign was borm,

As Montone Scout contirued through April, contect with the enemy slacked

19 "'“'.,;"t‘:;“:. -

[URRR— A

DECLA "
Eﬂmﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ Y
By NARA Daxef)

o

a‘:i




B s P N N I T D T 2 Ve L R Tovay

+ DU ARy it e

Reproduced at ne Nationa, Acgraes

Sk e'ﬁ“'«’r*a‘
R S 14}

"off, Un:.’cs in the field enccuntered renr service units ond smoall covermg
farces., Since no novenent toward the border sanctunries was detected, it was
felt tl’lx:::t the eneny wos planning to remnin in his forward positions andrat%empt
another offensive, Attocks by the 9th VC Division ogoinst 25th Infantry Divi-
sion elements on the socuthern approaches to Tay Ninh "telegraphed the punch”.
The 9th VC lost 500 men ot Trang Bang_and FSB Frontier City in an unsuccessful
attempt t‘o open a route into the city., The lst Cov intensified interdictory
operations to check the build up for the expected offensive, Tlans were made
to close Carolyn in mid May and cgncentrate the screen along the FSB's Grant
and 5t Barbara line used in March, Since this line had been very successful

in shutting off the flow of supplies during the previous ofﬁgnsive, the lst Cav
chocc to return to thet position to block. the llhy offensive,.

In the preparatory phose, the NVA planned to overrun FSD Carolyn in order
to relieve the pressure on the X~Coche and Prek Klok traffic, After the base
was clinminnted, the flow of supplies could be increased to support the offensive.
The 95C Regiment wons assigned the nission of destroying the base, With its
usual thoroughpess, the 95€ reconnoitered the base and prepared the battlefield
for the attack, The Reginmental Assistant Chief-of-Staff perforned the recon-
nrissance persontlly from o tree near the perimeter, _‘l'he attack plan called
fer two ~ssault battalions and two support battolions, The three organic bat-
talions of 95C plus the 9th Battalion, 101D Regiment made up the attack force,
During the week prior to Moy 6, the 95C nmoved southward toward its objective,
On the night of 5 Moy, the regiment was in position? rezdy to lounch the bilggest
attack to date on o 1lst Cov fire bose in Wor Zone C,

On FSB Caxolyn? C and E Conpanies of the 2nd Battalion 8th Cavalry were
expecting an ottock, In the jungle north of the fire base, the other companigs
of the battalion had encountered eneny troops moving southward toward Corolyn,
This retivity pointed to something blg happenmu Very Soone
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Bhortly after midnight on 6 Mny, movement wns detected in the wire,
Between thot inciden? and 0200, sporadic rocket fire struck the base, At 0200,
21l hell broke loose, Intense rocket, mortar and recoilless rifle fire slormed
into the bose, The two assoult battalipns moved in under the barrage, attock-
ing fron the north, south and northwest,

The defende?s initinted on operation kmown in the lst Cav as "calling in
the whole world", From Ike and St Barbara, artillery fire and illumination
wes on the way immediately. (During the attack, the 105ma battery on Ike
expended 700 HE and over 100 illuninating rounds), At Tey Ninh, the Blue Mex
AH1-G helicopters were cranking up. The infantry and artillexry on Carolyn
opened up with intense small orms fire and direct fire artillery.»

Despite the defensive fires the NVA pierced the perimeter and overran six
bunkers, But before the enemy could exploit the breach, the skytroopers counter-
attecked. -

Overhead, the ARA pilots rolled in, ignoring the heavy .5} caliber anti~
aircraft fire, to shower the NVA with rockets and minigun fire, This fire,
together with the artillery, prevented the reinforcement of the penetrotion,

The counterattack drove out the eneny, but not before they blew up an
ammunition sto:x,b bunker. The high water mork hnad been reached and the attack
began to ebb, At 0600, the 95C broke off the attack and withdrew northward,

At first light, three gompanies were air asssaulted into blocking positions
glong the 95C line of march. Gunships from the 1lst Bgttalion 9th Cavalry har-
ried groups of enemy soldiers as they tried to escape.

The attack and subseguent pursuit cost the NVA 198 killed and 31 prisoners,
The amount of equipment left behind in the wake of the attack further indicates
the magnitude of the victory - 48 individual and 23 crew served weapons, inclu-

ding 2 complete mortars and 10 machineguns, 2 radios and over 400 large caliber
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mmitions, Among the prisoners ‘wééz’ Jupior Captain Nguyen Ban Luong, Assistant
Chief-of-Staff of the 95C Regiment, Captain Iuong was so shocked by the loss~
es inflicted on his regiment that he volunteered to make loudspeaker broad-
casts over the regimental base camp to urge the survivors to surrender before
it was too late.,. (Captain Iuong had served with the 95C Regiment since be-
fare the attack on Dot in 1968 and provided a wealth of information about his
regiment and its operations),

The level of ememy activity swung sharply upward as the preparatory phase
of the Ho Chi Minh Emulation Campaign progressed. Contacts in the field were
frequent as were attacks by fire and ground probes at fixed installations,
Ground-to-air firing incidents rose to as many as 52 per day as the NVA tried
to protect his movements from observation and afstack by 1lst Cav helicopters,

A high point was achieved between 12 and 14 May. Ground attacks were made on
Grant, Jamie and Phyllis., A very strong sapper attack was made at Quan Loi
base camp, These actions resulted in 128 enemy killed, At the same time,
elements of the 18B Regiment managed to push out of Base Area 355 and ambushed
convoys on LTL 26 near Cau Khoi. Except for the units executing the ambushes,
the 1st NVA Division was unable to break out of War Zone C. The first week

of the Emuistion Campaign cost the enemy over 500 men. After the high point,
action dwindled to almost zero by 19 May., By that date, the offensive had cost
the enemy 600 killed and 144 tons of rice captured. The screen across the top
of Base Area 355 had effectively cut the flow of supplies needed for the offen=
sive and doomed it to failure., As the month of May came to a close, the enemy
suspended offensive operations in order to rehabilitate and rebuild his
decimated units.

VIII. TERMINATION OF MONTANA SCOUT AND THE AUGUST COFFENSIVE:

In June, the 1lst Ca.valry Division contimued Montana Scout. During the
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iast days of May, two very lucrative targets were detected in War Zone C.
Intelligence indicated that the 95C and 18B Regiments were located in the
Crescent and Mustang Trail area.; respectively, Flans were made to trap and
wipe out these two units.

Up to six infantry companies and one tank company from the 11th ACR were
available for the mission, Two companies were inserted into the Crescent on
' 3 June. *As the companies closed in, B-52 strikes were placed on 95C's posi~
tions, Between 8 and 10 June, the 2nd Battalion 12th Cavalry, four infantry
companies and one tank company were in contact with at least one battalion of
95C, Four B-52 strikes were made simultaneously on the enemy position, fol-~
lovwed by an immedizte sweep by ground troopsf In the three days of fighting,
at least 100 NV% were killed in the Crescent.

On 14 June, the 2nd Battalion 12th Cavalry wes pulled out of the operation
for a well deserved stand-down and was replaced by the lst Battalion 12th Cav=
alry, This battalion took up where the 2nd Battalion left off., It drove the
remnins of the 95C out of the Crescent and demolished the bases within the aren.
When it was finished, the Crescent was no longer capable of serving as a base
orea, (After the lst Battalion 12th Cavalry left the Crescent, the 25th Infan-
try Division assumed control of that area ané Rome-Plowed it), The 95C was so
badly hurt that its strength did not reach 1,000 effectives until Octobex,

The 18B Regiment was located north of Base Area 355 between Ike and Jamie,
The 2nd Battalion 5th Cavalry and the 2nd Battaliop 7th Cavalry moved into that
area and trapped the 1st and 3rd Battalions of 18B. Between 8 and 23 June,
fifteen B-52 strikes and 100 airstrikes were put on top of the two trapped
enemy bettalions. This firepower and combat with the US infantry battalions
killed approximately 300 NVA, The 2nd Battalion, 18B Regiment had evaded the

encirclement and moved north of Ike, In an effort to compel the 2nd Battalion
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5th Cavalry to break off the encirclement, the 2nd Battalion of 18B and the
K28 Sapper Battalion decided to launch an attack on FSB Ike,

On 18 June, the K28 Battzlion made a sapper attg.ck on Tke to clear the
way for a full-scale infantry attack at a later date. Three teams of sappers
were in the wire attempting to infiltrate the peraimeter to knock out the TOC and
the artillery and to clear paths for the infantry. The infiltrators were dis-
covered by an alert bunker guard who took them under fire and sounded the alarm
before they could get through the wire, The sappers were engaged with heavy
small arms and crtillery fire, Thirty seven sappers were killed before the K28
broke off the sttack without accomplishing it mission,

The 2nd Battalion, 18B Reg;iment attacked FSB Ike in force on 20 June.
Three :Lnfantry combat tecns, moving forward under cover of z mortar and rocket
barr;ge, entered the wire where tney expected the find the gaps cut by the sap-
pers, But there were no gaps. Caught in the wire, the infantry was c_iecimated.
The battalion withdrew before davm, leaving 90 of its men in the wire,

Two T rifle companies were air assaulted into positions =long the bat-
talion!s line of retreat. These two companies were not mrt of the encirclement
force, however, 1In that respect, the attock failed to relieve the pressure on
the trapped portion of the regiment.

The 2nd Battalion 5th Ca.va.lry and 2nd Battalion 7th Cavalry completed
their encirclement on 23 Jgne. After this operation, the 188 Regiment remained
out of action until August,

Montana Scout terminated on 23 June, In July, the low level of enemy
activity permitted the redeployment of the lst Cavalry Division's farces., The
2nd Brigade was shifted into Phuoc Long Province, The 11th ACR (OPCON) was
assigned responsibility for poxftions of Binh Long Province, while the 1st
Drigade remained in War Zone C,
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In August, the NVA launched an offensive, The objective was not Szigon,
nor even Tay Ninh. Their offensive capability had been éo eroded that they had
to settle for An Loc, capital of Binh Long Province. The attack could be made ‘
directly out of the Fishhook without requiring the use of forward staging areas,
Consequently, the attacking forces would not be exposed to inteérdictory attacks
emroute to the objective., Also, if the attack failed, it was a short distance
to run to safety,

On '11 August, the NVA launcied their offensive, Supporting the main attack,
there wog supposced to be 2 division~size attack in Wer Zone C and a similar
attack in War Zone D, The main attack in Binh Long Province wos crushed, In
War Zones C and D, barely one battalion in each zone was able to bring off an
attack, In less than a week, the offensive was defeated and the NVA were back
across the border,

IX. OPERATIONAL SUMMIRY:

At a cost of 387 killed and 2425 wounded¥ the lst Cavalry Division had
stopped cold two’full scale enemy offensives and wrested the initiative from a
determined enemy. The base system in War Zone C, built up over the years at a
considerable expenditure of gffort, had been rendered incapable of supporting
any type of offensive action., Over 4,000 enemy soldj.ers had been killed ~nd one
~million pounds of rice were captured by the division, Behind the screen mein-
tained by the 1st Cavalry Division across the northern tier of III Corps, IT
Field Force units were able to concentrate on destroying local force units and
elimina'tix_zg the VC infwynstructure without fear of zttacks by the main force
divisions.

Between October 1968 and 30 June 1969, the 1lst Cavalry Division hed dram-
actically chonged the strategic situation in Wer Zone C, But how was the lst
Cav able to effect the change?

¥Februsry - June 1969
25
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Lir mobility con take the lion's share or the credit. The lst Cav was

unencumbetred by the lack of surface lines of communication through War Zone C.
As long as there was reasonable trafficability for foot troops and a patch of
hard ground for the artillery to set up, the division was in business. A fire
base could be placed anywhere there was room for one hglicopter to land. If
there was no place to land, the 1lst Cav Vould moke one, This capability egabled
the division to go where the enemy lived, No arez was safe from intrusion, no
units se;fe from attock. Airmobility permitted the relentless search for the
enemy to continue despite thg sbominable wet monsoon weather., No let-up in the
operational tempo took place, Con_seqi‘xently, the enemy was aliowed no time to
recover from his losses in War Zone C, The 1lst Cav again showed it could operczte
for long periods of time over extremely rugged terrain with gre;ter effective~
ness and greater combat power than a standard infantry division.

Another key to the success of the lst Cav wes the use of massive firepower,
Infantry and air cavalry were used primarily to find a}nd fix the enemy. The
destruction of enemy units was left to the "big guns”. The 1st Cav made lovish
use of all types of artillery and acir-delivered ordnance. In support of 1st
Cav operations, from February to June, the Air Force flew over 4,000 sorties of
Tactical Air (TAC-ATR) support and 150 Combat Skyspot missions in War Zone C.
This effort represents roughly 25% of the TAC AIR support expended in III Corps
Tactical Zone for all US, ARVN and Free World Militery Assistance Forces.

Alnost 200 B=52 strikes were employéd.

The four tube-artillery battalions and the cerizl rocket artillery battalion
of the division performed yeoman service in providing support for the infantry,
Infontry units always stoyed within the range of light artillery stationed on
battalion FSB's, This artillery wcs the most readily available means of fire

support and the infantrymen depended upon it when in contoct with the eneryy,
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Lrtillery was also very effective in interdicting movement through War Zone C

by means of planned fircs on known enemy locations and frequently usedv trails.

Special mention must be made of the ARA, This unique unit gave the
division the capability to providc devastating firepower throughout the
divigionts area of operations. The fire of the weapons systems mounted on the
aireraft can be brought to within 10 meters of friendly units in contact.

"Blue Ma:x“ provmed suppa t to the troops in the field a.round the clock, good
weather of bad, often in the face of heavy anti-aircraft fire,

The effects of this prodigious use of firepower were the destruction of
eneny units and bases, the wenkening of his morale and a general reduction of
his ¢bility to czxry on the fight.

The application of tremendous firepower is useless if the bombs and artil-
lery rounds lend on empty jungle, This brings up the key role played by intel-
ligence in the lst Covls success, The target acquisition agencies of the
division were carefully orgcnized and coordinanted for maxirmm effect.s No plan-
ned offensive or concentration of troops or materiel went un~noticed, The zir
cavalry squadron, ground ond airborne sensor systems and photo recomnaissance
gathered information which wrs integrated to provide the answer to the questions:
Where is the enemy n~nd vhat is he doing?

The search for the enery was facilite.’ced by the dedication of such people
s CPT Miltonm, the 1st Brigade S5~2, CPT Milton would spend hours each doy
flying over Vior Zone C in the back of a light observation helicopter, lying
on the floor with o pair of binoculars looking for the NVA, He knew the trails
and bunker complexes like the back of his hand. When he said the enemy was
there, he WAS there,

The last of the keys'to the lst Cavls success was the manner in which_

. the division was employed, The deployment of the 1st Cav into III Corps
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confronted the eneny with a strategic surprise, A division-size force had
been injected into the battle area with no warning from 600 miles away, The
use of the division in a mobile defensive posture permitted the division to_
make the most cffective ond efficient use of its air mobility and firepower,

On the tactical level, the division made very good use of the terrain over
which the campaign was fought, Firebases were located to block the avenues of
approach to 3ase Lrea 355, This situntion presented the enemy with multiple
difficul%ies. Troops operating from these firebrses could seriously disrupt
the ?1ow of mnteriel, If the enemy continued to move past o v particular fire-
base, he could expect to lose a lot of men and supplies., If he tried to over-
run the fire base, he could expect to lose a good portion of his attoek force
with no assurcnce that the firebase would be overrun. The enemy could also
elect to bypgss the fircbases, This particulsr choice presented two more
difficulties, First, bypass routes would meke the distance that supplies hod
to be moved considerably longer, The longer distances required more time to
Puild up sufficient stocks of supplies for on offensive znd exposed the units
moving the supplies tq greater danger of being detected by the 1lst Cav's
reconnnisscnce forces, Second, the mobility of the 1lst Cav would enable it to
open new fire bases foster than the enemy could open new routgs. The depth of
the screen across Wor Zone C proved to be nlmost impenetrable, (It took.a full
scole offensive effort in May to move two battclions through the screen), The
eneny hod to operate a2t the end of a long supply line with all the difficulties
thot orise from thnt situation. The presence of three fire basg; along the
X-Cache system, far exemple, shut off the flow of rice to the south., The gone
depth across each of the supply rogtes permitted the 1lst Cav to really go over
the terrzin with 2 fine tooth comb.

The interdictory effort, combined with offensive operations against the

28

nm»i%%%“ th
gy‘E__ HaRA Daelt! | O f




€ AR ¥ B N o A . . .
NRERATORA L e B s Bt R e vl o s TR ek el e G - e

Repraduced al e Natiora: 4 orves

J‘.ﬁ EN lAL

enery's troop units, forced the eneny to try to fight his my through_We.r Zone
C instead of burrellmg down the trails to Saigon for a quick victory. Each
time he had tried, the result was the same: bloody failure.

War Zone € is still the mnin battleground of IIT Co:pps. The NVA rear
service groups contirmie to operate in the‘area to build up caches, bunkea:‘
conplexcs and roads {or future offensives, But every day the NVA operate, it
becomes more hrzardous and costly to them, as_the 1st Cav continues its

screening and interdictory role in Wor Zone C,
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El Pago II

Attledbare
Juotion City

Saraboga~
Yellowstone

Quyet Theng

Toen Thang 1

Toan Thang II

DATES
2 Jun=13 Jul 66

14 Sep=24 Nov %66
B=26 Jan 167

22 Feb=14 May '67

27 Sep~19 Nov 67

8 Dea 67w
11 Max ?68

11 MarwT Apr 168

8 [pr=31 May 168

1 Jun ‘68~
17 Feb 169

REMARKS

Took place in Binh Long Province, Resulted
in 855 enemy KIA, )

Took place in War Zone C with 196 LIB, 1st
Inf Div, 33 Bde, of 4th Inf Div and 1734
Atn Bde taking part. 1106 enen:ym.

Took place in Tron Triangle, SE of BA 355.
18t Inf Div, 25th Inf Div, 17334 Abn Bde,
114%h ACR taking part. 720 enemy KIA,

Took placé in War Zone C and boxdering -

ed, FElements of 1st, 4th and 25th’
Inf Dive, 196 1LIB, 173a Abn Bde, 11th ACR,
2728 epemy XKIA4,

Took plaoé in Binh Duong axd Binh Long
Provinces, 18t Inf Div inflicted 956 KIA,

25th Div operation in Tay Ninh Province and -
areq west of Saigon, "Included Tet Qffensive,
5116 ecnemy oesualties.

Tock placé in Salgdn area and 5 surrowmnding
provinces, U ist, 9th and 25th Inf Divs,

ARVN 5th and 25th Diva, AHVN Atn Battalions
and Marine Corps Task Forces, 2658 KIA,

Took place in Capital Militaxry District

and swrrouwiding area, 79 US and ARVN
battalions, 7645 ememy KIA,

Contimmtion of Toan Thang I,
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ANNEX Bt FPire Support Base Construction in War Zone C Area

——B
Mastang
Beverly
Amn
B{11y
Jalke
Dot~
Rita
Joe

St Barbara
Michael
Ina
Grant

Dolly
Whit
Tke
Josg
Carolyn
Janio
Phyllis
Loxs

Botty

LOCATION

XT 366820
XT 330900
XT 085616
XT 457643
XT 620810
XT 562854
XT 500809
XT 629663

XT 820910 (Quan Ioi)

XT 274680
XT 002763
XT 605621
XT 387623
XT 523588
XT 455624
XT 340714
XT 186717
XT 267768
XT 484T19
XT 537806
XT 607621
XT 686745
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DATE OPENED

. Nov‘68

Nev 68

Thein Ngan) Nov 68

Nov 68 .
"~ Nov 68
Nov 68
Nov 68
Nov 68
Nov 68
Nov 68
Dec 68
Deo 68
19 Jan 69
8 Feb 69
10 Max 69
21 A 69
29 Mar 69
14 Apr 69
22 Apr 69
19 Apr 69
21 May 69
19 Jun 69
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