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REISTINGUISHED QIESTS:

WELQME TO THE 1ST AIR CAV DIVISION'S OPERAZTIUNS IN CABODIA. I WILL
FOCUS ON THE ENEMY SITUATION AS WE SAW IT JUST FRIOR T0 1 MAY AND HOW WE
VIEW IT TODAY, COVER THE SIGNIFICANT OPSRATION AL CHANGES THAT HAVE OCCURRED
AD FINALLY DISCUSS THE CACHES THAT Wi HAVWE DISCOVERED.

IN THE FISHHOOK HREGION WE HAVE LONG BziN OFPOSED BY THE 7TH NVA DIVISION,
WE EXPECTED, BASED UPON THEIR DISFOSITIONS AT THAT TIMB, THAT “E WOULD EN-
COUNTER STIFF OFPOSITION INITIALLY AND AFTER BREAKING THROUGH THIS CHUST,
WULD BE ABLE TO DRIVE TO THE NORTH, BASED UPON THIS BSTIMATE A TASK RRCE
WAS CREATED, CONSISTING OF MY 3RD BRIGADE, ELMBMENTS OF THE ARW AN DIV AND
THE 1ST ARVN CAV RECYT, THE ENEMY'S REACTION WAS JUST AROUT AS Wt PREDICTED,
THE GROUND UiITS INITIALLY HAD A TOUGH TIME GETIING (DING, PARTICULARLY THE
ARMOR UNITS OPERATING IN TERRAIN NOT COMPIETELY FAWRAELE TO THEM, BUI BY
THE END OF D=DAY, ALL UNITS WERE PROGRESSING WEBLL. THE OOORDINATION AD

TEMWRK DISPLAYED THAT DAY WAS TRULY REMARKABLE., AFTER OUR INITIAL SUCCESS,
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WE CONTINUED OUR MOVE T0 THE NORIH AND NORTHWEST, RAIDLY EXF ADING OUR
OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA. IT BECAME APPARENT THAT WE HaD ACHIEWED TACTICAL
SURPRISE BASED UPON THE CACHES WE FOUND, THE REACTION OF THE ENIMY, AND
INTERROGATION OF PW'S, ON 5 MAX THE TASK FORCE WAS DISSOLVED.

ot i

ON 6 MY, WHILE THE 9TH ARW RECT MOVED INTO BA 350, WB MOVED A BRIGADE
INTD BA 351, IONG A STRONGHOLD FOR THE 86TH RSG, THE 84rH IS RESFONSIBIE
FOR FURNISHING AND MAINTAINING SUFFLIBES FUR SEVERAL UNITS OPERATING IN PHUOC
LONG PROVINCE, ALTHOUGH THE 5TH VC DIV HABITUALLY OPERATED IN THIS AREA,
THEIR CUR{ENT DIFOSITIONS WERE SUCH THAT Wi DID NOT EXFECT A FIERCE FIGHT
BUT RATHER 3i4ll, HARRASSING ALTACKS, THIS FROVED TC BE THE CAX,
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ON 14 MAY, WE MOVED QOMPLETELY OUT OF THE SOUTHERN FORTION OF THE FISH-
HOOK AS THE ARVN ARN DIV ASSUMED A SIFARATE 0 IN THAT REGION, MEANWHILE
ELEMENTS OF THé 11TH ACR BEGAN MOVING TO THE EAST GF SNOUL. THEREBY COM~-
PLEMENTING THE ARW OPERATIONS IN BA 350, AND OUR OWN IN BA 351, IT WAS
ABDUT THIS TIME THAT \E SENSED THAT THE INEMY WAS WELL ON ITS WAY B GETTING
REORGANI 8D AS THEIR OFERATIONS SERMED TO BECOME MORE COORDINATED, THE WORD
HAD GOTTEN AROUND THAT WE WERE IN CAXHODIA.

AS WE BEGAN 10 DIC INTO THE CACHES IN BA 351, IT BECAE N F §BNT THAT
THE BNEMY WAS AUTBYPTING 10 MOVE HIS SUFPLIES OUT OF THE AREA HOTH HY
VEHIGLE AND ON FOOT. WE DISCOVERED SEVERAL ROADS NOT KNOWN AROUT EARLIER,
AND IT SEEMED THAT ORANG WAS A FOSSIBLE TRANSSHIFMENT [OINT AND A NATURAL
FUNNEL FOR VEHICIE TRAFFIC. WE THEREFORE RECIDED TU TRY AND FUT A CAP ON
THE AREA. FORTUNATELY, AT ABOUT T HIS TﬁxE, THE AREA NORTH OF THE FISHHDOK
WAS RAPIDLY DRYING UP, SO ON 20 MAY I FLIPPED THE 1ST HOE INTO THE ORANG AREA.

W& HAVE QONTINUED T0 EXPAND OUR OFER \TIONS NORTH OF BA 350, IT HaS BEEN
HERE THAT WE HAVE FOUGHT ELEMENTS OF ONE NYA REGIMENT &S WELL A3 THE 7OTH
R3G, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE RECEIVED A FEW A'TACKS BY FIRE IN THIS AREA AN IN
THE WESTERN PORTION OF BA 351, THE ACTION HAS HEEN CHARATERIZED BY SMALL
UNIT CONTACTS, W& HAVE FOUND THAT THE ENEMY IS DOCGEDLY TRYING TO SAVE HIS
CACHES AND WE HAVE HAD SOME HITTER FIGHIING AS WE GET CLOSER AND CLOSER T0
HIS SUPPLIES, THE ENEMY ALSO USES THE TECHNIQUE OF DRAWING US INTO A CONe
TAT WITH THE HOPES THAT HE WILL DIVERT US AWAY FROM HIS CACHES, THIS THEN
IS TH: TUGHEST DECISION FOR TH: COMMANDERs IS THE ENEMY TRYING TO PROTECT
A CACHE THAT HE IS SETTING ON, OR IS HE ATTEMPTING TO CONCEAL TH: TRUE
LOGATION AND PULL US AWAY.
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We FEEL THAT 4 HAVE BEEN NODERATELY SUCCESSFUL IN ANSWERING THAT
Q@ESTION BUT AT THE SR{E TIME B FULLY REALIZE THAT THERE ARE ADITIONAL
SUIPLIES LEFT T0 FIND,

HEKE ON THIS CHART, YE HAVi DEFICTED THE IOTAL NUMBER GF CACHES DIS-
COVERED BY US, THEY ARE INDICATED BY THE R0 PINS AND DENOTE ALL SIZES OF
CACHES, FIOM THE TWo OR THRSE WEA'ONS CACHE TO THs SIZ3 OF THi CITY OR ROCK
ISLAND EAST, THS ARW CACHES AKE DENOTED IN BLUE, WE FLY RECONNAIS3ANCE
AMRCRAFT EVERYDAY IN ORDZR TO FIND IOCATIONS CF OTHER CACHES, BN WE
FIND AN ARGA THAT LOOKS FROMISING, W& MARK TH{ FOK FURTHER REFERENCE UNTIL
WE PLACE TRO®PS ON TH. GROUMD, THUSE TARCETS A MARKED BY THE WHITE AND
XELIOW PINS—THE YELIOW INDICING THAT WE AKE CHSCKING TH.T AREA OUT NOW,
WIILE THE IR INDICATES THOSE TO BS CHEGKED OUT IN THE FUTUEE,

THIS CHART GIVES US A COOD INDICATION OF vHERE C.CHES HAVE BikN I0C JE
AD THERERGRE WHERE MORE MAY BE FOUND, SIGNIFICAMTLY, YOU WILL NOTIGE THAT
WE HAVE FOUND RELATIVELY FEW IN BA 35 AS OFPOSED T THOSE IN BA 351,

INITIALLY THIS SURPRISED US UNTIL WE ANALYZED IT FURTHER AVD RBALIZED,

FIRST, THAT THE 86TH RSG IN BA 351 IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUPPLYING MORE UNITS
THAN IS THS 70TH RSG IN BA 350, AND SBOOND, THERE IS LITTLE DOUET THAT MUCH
OF THE SUCGCESS THAT wk HAVE HAD IN Ba 351 IS DIRECTLY ATRIBUTAHE TO THE
OPERATIONS THAT WE RAN SOUTH OF HERE IN FEB-APR OF THIS YEAR., WE EFFBCTIViLY
CUT OFF THE ENEMY'S TRADITIONAL SUFPLY ROUTES CAUSING THs SUFFLIES T0 BACK
UP, THIS PARTIALLY EXPLAINS WHY Wi HAVE FOWND CACHS ABOVE THE CGROUND,

THE ENEMY SIMPLY DID NOT HAVE ENOUGHT TIME TO DIG THESE CACHES IN THe WY
THEY OULD HAVE LIKED=-YOU'LL SE: A GCOD BXAMPLE OF A SOPHISTICATED BUNKER
CACHE SYOTIM A LITTLE LATER AT SHAKEY'S HILL,
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WB OFFEN ASK OURSELVES - HOW #ELL HAVE WE DONE? IT IS EXTRENELY DIFFI-
QULT 10 ANSWER THAT @ESTION BUT A5 WE LOOK BACK TO WHAT WE KNEW ABOUT THE
AREA BEFORE | MAY AND OOMF ARE THAT WITH WHAT WE HAVE DEVEIOPED SINCE THEN,
WE HAVE LEARNED A GREAT DEAL ABOUT HOW THE ENEMY OPERATES., (DROP FIRST
ACETATE)e YOU WILL NOTICE THAT WE ONLY HAD A VAGUE FEBLING FOR WHERE HIS
SUPPLIES MAY BE BASED UPCN OUR OPER{'IGNS IN THIS ARBA FOR ¥} YEARS., E
GRVERALLY THDUGHT THAT HOST OF HIS TRAINING ARBAS AND SWFLY POINTS WERE
IOCATED IN THESE AREAS OUTLINED, AD REALLY DID NOT KNOW FOR CERTAIN HOW
HE WAS RE~SUFPLIED,

SINCE 1 MAY, Wi HAVE DEVELOFED UITE A NETWOHK OF ROADS AND THAILS IN
THE AREA, OF WHICH THE MAJOR OMES ARE LOC §ED ON THIS SECOMB OVERLAY (DROP
SEQOND ACETATE). WE ALSO HAVE GAINED INFOR4ATION ABDUT HIS TRAINING AREAS
(MARKED ON OVERLAY), SOME GF HIS REGIMSNTAL SIZE BUNKER COMFLEXES (MARKED
ON OVEHLAY), AND HIS HOSPITALS (MARKED ON OVERLAY).

WE HAVE ALSO GAINED REASONAELY RELIAHE INFORMZQION THT JUST AROUT
ALL TH SUPPLIES OOMING INTO THESE AR:AS WERS TRUCKED FROM SIHANOUKVILIE
TO PHNOM PENH AND THEN T0 GUR AREA, EEING BSCORTED AD PROTECTED BY THE
CAMEODIAN ARMY,

ON THIS CHART (SHOW 1ST G4 CHART) I HAVE DISPLAYED THg LARGEST CACHES
IN TERMS OF TONNAGE THAT & HAVE EXPIOITED (THE CITY, FICATINNY EAST, ROCK
ISLAND EAST, AND SHAKEY'S--SHOWN ON THs QVERLAY).

AND ON THIS CHART (2ND (4 CHART) WE HAVE DEPICTED GUR ACQOUNTING SYSTEM
FOR HANDLING THE EVACUSION VD DuSTRUCTION OF THE CACHES,

WE PEEL THAT WE HAVE D@AGED THE ENR{Y'S SUPPLY 5YSTHM. A5 A ROUGH
ESTIMATE WE THINK WE HAVE FOUND 30% OF HIS SUPPLIES. WE HAVE MORE WORK
T0 D0, MORE CACHES T0 FIND, A0 SHORT TIME TO DO IT; BUT, AS THE FIRST
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TER{ WE Fisl IF AVYONE CAN DO IT, WE CAN AND £ WilLL.

I M PASSING OUT TU YOU BROCHUR:ES WHICH INDICKE 4 DETAILED SREKDOWN
OF WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED (BROCHJRES HANDED OUT),

FINALLY (LIFT BACK EOTH ACET.JES) I WANT TG SHOW YOU WHERS YOU WILL Hs
COING FOR THs REMAINDER OF THIS MORNING., FROM ORANG, WE WILL FLY INTC
HILL 423 OR A5 IT IS BETIER KNOWN, SHA EY'S HILL, TO VIEW AN ACTUAL CACHS
SITB. AFTER THAT, WE WILL FLY OVER THE VILLACES OF SNOUL AND MIMOT ON OUR

WAY T0 LANDING AT KA'UM WERB THE 25TH INF DIV WJLL HOST YOU,
AY QESTIONS?
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