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~e tollCar.lng inf01!Bation pe;rta:lniDg to va tact:tcs end procedul'GS ves 
obt~'through the 1nter:.-ogation ~ a va Cpv), ~sistaJ1t Battalion . 
OatrJclder , ce:::>tt"!.l"ed tlear lDe.n Loe, ~ JheM PJIo'rince, CIl 01 -'Pz:U 19'iO. 
ihe report "haB pre'V1~ appeared in the Bq, USARV, Cmbat Inte:Lligmce 
Less_' pbe,gpblet dated 2S ~" 19'10 and 1s reproduced by G2, 1AOD tor 
dissEtdn~tiCll do1m 'to and incl:wHDg the platoon level., It 1s c. very CCI.Jo. 
p~ive 1"e9ort end the tactics an1i :;:>1OOCE)(')Ires desci'ibed beva bee:t var' __ 
t1ed """t'1.lI valid on nt1J!lerous OCCes!OIl8. " . . 

1. BaI1sl.R.Etf$~1'~...M.\l.Qruu Detellsive actions and P1'El?a:rat1ons depmd on 
the ·t~ D:lspositicns ere Dot st~.rdized; hovever, tha tactics reaa.1n 
the seae. 111m a local toree ccapaiJt is not . strong SlOlJ.gh to sta."ld and tight, 
~~8. t;!Jli t v.:UJ. be ~ken down into a .mEUm ot 5 tee~ having 4 to G llell per 
tet'll!l. .." te~ is assigned a sector (or area) to defend. Th.e tGZ!IlS ,a:re 
~.med vith indi:rl.m1.e.l we:!!,ons. The oom.p~ has three B..J.O rocket J.mmchers 
mt DO mac:J'I..ineguns. lJhe 3..40' s are" controlled tM a centrel point end de­
ploy'edto su!':;)()rt· the five teams as the sitt~et1C1l l"8(!I1ires. EL.40's are 
shifted by r.mner (Figure 1). 

Figure 1 - Defense - Inferior S'trength 

.An 9:rderly tdthd..~cl. u:Ul be mC'.de to the naDk whan'the sltutl.tion ')em!ts. 
(Figt!%'e8 2 end 3) ibe te2J:1S tight in the o,m, not tm::~ rrept>..red ~::ers. 
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~tbe lIlit 1s dGte~d to 't8 stl'Cllg .:.inouah to opPOse t~ eneQT, tJ¥Jy 
t1sJ1t tl'O£1 prep;uedbadtel1S' '~tNlC_' ratller thon in t~ open. ihq do 
not le.:\"VQ th,,'\86· prepared pOB itmns , untU owrt.lken by IS 1Jtj :rior fo rcss. OIlC" 
owrtllkea they split into teams ani wi. ~rs.w ali des eri bX4 .).iJ:) ve • 

2. It!.~At:.~. ~1!3m: bn allied torc:P8 a.re in the genera.l arod., <l th~a­
I:..D ~·l;"!::{.;:;;:;;,i • ..e tca& is. sont out 1,(X)() to 2,000 t.:at,ia;6 froo ~ unit. 
\lien t!:.e 3,"i.)_1.,S :,4i".r;r..ce towa:td t}'J) unit, the l'Gconn~SSli:1Ce W.n (lither firss 
three :;!-.~1.>:J i \' 'ktl:lS l.,runr.er to deli_r tbl .~g""ft!r~. In ei1:.hsr 
C3&e I "":1e U!Al.t "" tJ.d.ra.lII' to a1O:1t1'-contact,." " 

. .' 
. ' 

4. ~~.:-l..:~ ~Z_~}}}~~.~ ~ed troops axe virtually a.llliq8 followed 
(Sh.ii.:HA'O"'! j "Y 1-~~ 11;::. :i!~:.e!l va unit.haS tm reB):X)DsibLJj.ty to sh?$low allied 
torc-'S ~., \: .. ' ,g ?-~ "';'.1:;; .=....-; i.n tb;) ve.s ill. Sh:).l.owLlg:5 l<X:OI:lplisJ.i.ftl with 
a few !i.i;;n ,{,~ l.f,··:",,:' .• ~? "'.il.?' !3 <ltl8 trJ1lS ali t h;l O'O:p·~~iol~ tl' rO'. '.t'hj$ is 18-
oause t.ne "-r.; fo,:.:,· :".:.Ji....i.r.g 1»:1.0 m:ines aa:l stJiY ootr!.i1l CD.:nS~S. lnSw!f1 .. a. 
pa,1'!111ei or .::1..: ·;...rt,f.;rso~':,;::S rcutB is used. 

s. .a:b\ied2.~;.~t:f~'!.: . ~.":.l a)J.i~ forca operations a.ra ver;r oi:luous to the 
Vc,;es~t:l.alJ.y' opt:;JL·e.t,i.~4 r.ondl£ ted by tm _ r.l. cans. ~ .lI5C1l8 are: 

eo. ·)hJ.,y f1Dd ~~. spottar aircrJ.tt reccn tha area of opera.tion. 

b. Tb.exe are de·t.aUEd prepa.r1.tions. 'fnlck.B sid tr.acked 'wbicJas rJO'16 
up and dolll tt8 roaJis. HU&:Jlrous baliQ)pt;ers shuttJ.e alx>ut the !U'ea.. 

c. The oper!ltion'u 3.re~ of :Lm.ding zones ate pr.;p3.rcd l:y i'J.;my air 
stti. ke8. 'fhe ve (P'tl) stres sod ttut eva~ne lmo,,- that Clrtain a.ctions will. 
b:J tScen by 3.lJ.ioi forces. For inStan01, B-52 strikeS are iva:ria.bqfollo~ 
uPl:rt" grcilald. troop'. O.t'~ tac air str.ijcd3J.re followed tar troop', espeaia.lly 
if sover3.l strikes .ue QOllCiucted. The Sc..troa does not i::elle-"e th.'.l.t. tl'f) 
al!-'r.lC3l1 .~ is capa.ble ot ... single, swift mow fratl on~ point tc :lItither. 
He blliow& tn.3-t the ~r.l.cans 1:14* tlB amlity to Dove 'either q.dddl' or' 
'lli.th su.rprise. 

• 
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C. ()N 'f \ uEt" T 'AL 6..'i.ldii'l'fl at ell' The allied int::nt17 is far moro effeati_ 
a&"",t the ,'. 8q Iii. ' _ oper:Jt,ioDs. The diBpars1an of disIJOUnt,oQ 
intcmtJ7 aoving does I)Ot 1llow for tpY.l t11"gete and tIDy .:ue &:101'9 cliffiCDlt 
to d.etect. On the otmr h:J1C1. tracked. _hicllilS ,l.l'e -17 noiSy. lutd to 
l'laPIUwr in the jUllgla. _ J.ljee outetSlling targata. Deetmctianof 
llB?~d v-dhic1cf J.l"s wry IJ)Od propsganc!3. for the VO since the results 
J.ielti.Fl7 vJIIblt) aPd d r~a.tlc. 'lb:is is not tJlo C..l8& in a. disLl.':uuted in­
fantl7 fitltt. 1'ha VO eSJ:e c:l.all.y l:Uco to f.t'lgaat) ..pea ~c~e thoy .!U'e eeJJT 
tar~te ~orlP(JJ. T~ pr<J8ent a. IuOre difticuJ±. t!1riJIt 3D'i a.ro difficult 
to destl'OT. 

,7~ *::t'l! flOc;edur!!' .*n DOving t.hurc ~s at least one t~.rt;;o-a31 reCDD­
nais,,- . .a Sl4 8oli1Ittlbas h:J! 3. 8q1~ (S-6 p13:reomel) fIOD !DO to 000 
:;).EIters in tl'ODt of the unit. Tba;.u:l.n body r;;.a:1nts:lns an interv.il of 5 to 
10 J:i1~xe bit_an eadl D..m aP1 IlOwa smp fUe. 'lheJ8 is no falk or 
ro9J' eacur1tyin a. local forO' ~W. 'Udsis uot reCfired b::c:.I1se tle VC 
do DOt i:<Ove on trl1lB b:at I!P tbroup the jungle. 'lhire is no req.dr~alt 
to check tor strl8&lara bGcauIS~ local forO'·peJ80n181 318 tr.omugp];y fac.iliar 
ld,th- the ~pJ'ation31 3l"8a. 1'hie is IJOt the _e in 3. cain tort:» unit. They 
J:Ilat:J7.a,_ ~ Nar te .. 1Ib1ch follo...s biliJJ1 uri polices up·strau;J.e:rs; mw-
8'NE' ~ n.lDk Se ell r.lt7 eleo.l3Ilta 3.re not euplo,..:d.. . 

8. is-" C,-em_wsl 
i.. -an a local force cciJp':my is aablBlBd .. onq thoSe pe:'Sonml in the 

Jd..ll' cne .n io*mfi1'8. .LU other personnel iake up fir1ng poe1 tlons 
l:ut. 40 Do;t tire • . All per8annel ial~iJ,tel7 stla,rch tor 1I1 oi;;l!lc;JPe ~te. The 
unit' *a1rla iit plioC8 untilolders 3.re ,,:wen 1:0 tclthlraw. Before ;:oving a 
Uld.t:-1.Dto .. opar,stiDb.u. alGa. a briofing is gi.1Un OIl Wi~t to do in tle 

. e .... ·of ,m .-h. . itten an s'b18h is encountered. tm unit ?dthd1'3.llB in 
theOWos1.ttJdireCtion tor aw,~ .. q400 to 500 mete1'8, aIJ preuousq 
d1~~~ q, tha t100p ~or. This t.lctic is a:aploJGi vial :.;:dna8 do nat 
block the. 1IIl.thlr",1l1l routs (figure 4). 

Pi guN 4 - $l. ms h ,lit hi rJ.w - tlo kin _ Flo eking 

1>. G:N tbe19 is .:1 wino:! 3.1'8a. blockin& tho llltbimwal.l'Oute. a dif­
fezent proO'.iure i8 us~. The colw:Jn is div:ifled into tlD elilments;. '!be 
front e~t iJOWS forw3l'd out of the ldll 2DnG Jlld the rear eJJxlent row1'llii8 
tbtir \:&ireetion out of th\')' S)ne. &:t.ch elaaant then regroups anl !'~ves ~lOuni 
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to the rea.r of tho m..r.ed J.rea. (Pig.11'8 S). If ha,Id pres.ed, ~.a t~ gmupJ 
ldll mo- out of the mwsh area. sep31'3tflly arJi -£ll not a."(,~ tQ' :regroup 
at stage ..t:r'sa 2. 1!Ia1 ld..ll tnwl 3)133 ftoLl e ~ch other iJl4 liegroup at some 
other prelesi~3.te:l point.' 

Figure 5 - .di.lms h l"li. tb1r:J.wil. - <Id.nes-Blocld.ng 
. ~ ... 

9. Del.c otr..,!d....l!-~ .... t.-"'1:Qli!.: AtJ_s are carried out iii ~wra.l sta~ 
of pl~Jre..t13.1 !E'-U)nnnsa~(.:e:; and execution. J. (X)nqept or theory of oper:ltior.. 
is deve ~~it q: m. P.flt'·r~tU tth) r.i. Q' or by the .10 C3l cct:.r.l ~er • The re a:mnaiss-
3llCe, elcJaa.t reoontJ ttl:; ~~n. 'l'hi,s musb t cite place a.t le!J.St tour to fi \1S 
d..- in &1v~ce ,1 i:;.rat:; att,a\:l{.. '['his tine 'doos not include the Ute recpil:'Od 
for,novaue:at. i.u too 0 hjc,c1:.i \1S t"J the -.:-oca:maissance te:n or tv the att3.dcing 
fo~. TAe 1;\;e:r.XC o! '.::.~.6 5.7.t:..cliing .TO:"03 will usuJlly pcrson3lly le3i 
the reQ)l1n~ss~ce eletll1';1+,. .d'+.er 9l'! operation plan ha:J baen' written a 
crl.t1C118.of tb3 plm if! l.:Sde tv., the enti~ oo.lilpany~ 'l'his cliticpe usually 
takOs 8ppl'O:x1Ji;.lteq one full d ~ • ~... sandt ih1e tioiel is uHd for the final 
briefing. This i8. &lW9'S.7.CCOI:lp~i.&h61 a.s SOal 9IJ .poSsi. ble Wore the att3.ci~. 
Tb.;J unit mows :I..tI:l-Eiliatoq a.tte,. t}J)s;pd table briefing to an ctIsec'bq 
area near tho obJeoti.· (a.IFOx:l.mate~ 500 aetEl" aVa,y). '!he I:.JOver.lSnt to. 
'tte ,3HeD~ area troLl t1ie baBe caJilP mull take one or 001'8 n1~ts depending 
011 ~e dist~oe' to' m trtl!31ed. rUle ~tt~cks ~ va.rr _lJ. 'plaD,ne:l do.lb to 
tb •. ~t,detail. 'l'hftN 'are no a.ctual r.me'l.:rSa.lS. ·h sd table bliefing 
is 1J.d:ai itA ,lieu ot l.reheax.,l. ~ 'role of the local. (Village) 8lorr.l.u.a. 
1s 't9 s,erve·,~ ~es •. Lftertl'£y lroIa1, tha CCDp3iJ7 to the objective they 
wLtJ;irav'to tl» c:uptfl7 cO .. :i:l¥1d eleaentts lo:-:ati.an. \'be prrillas aT'G not 
used in tbll att"ck 'l::BCillse t:~ are u.'<J valu3llle to the local uni. US. '!he 
guoll"m_ als-o servo the r.;.ain force l.t."l.its in 'the Slla nsmer. v;ten a loci 
tOr<:S1In1t sU3lorta .3. l.llin force actiOll,7 it doos So b;y lsuicltLng an att~k 
separ<J.telT a.t a. d1.tterent location. Tha local force Ui4t/ w.Ul not (X)abino 
1Ii.tJa the ilaD torcee'~iJi an a.tt;).Ck for tIP follo:-..ing NalJOI,lS: 

a. The tlnn torce atta.cks on:q .nit cm do SO alone ani -without 
outSide IP lp. 

be ' 1 .. a1n tor<JJ u:ni ts sutfer oonsi";'erab1.e c~u:3lties t1'O.tl. air 3llCi artil­
le17~ Tho loc.ll. 'force is too v3luable to th0 10 cal party cause to 1:e su't).; 
ject.ed to th:JSe poSsible los8esj therefore" they are not used in ::L o:>mbined 
assmlt. 
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c. The 10 cal fo rce is considered to be L10 re va.m able to the msin force 
l:¥ utiliZa.tion in a di versionar,y role. 

10. 'With:1rawal fp the Battlefield: If a VC unit is success!'Ul in ow:r­
ruming :n 0 bj ecti vo, wi. thj r'3wal is no pro b1.ew.. This.is b...C'lUSC tho allies 
do not possess the cJPsbii.:.ty to relieve C{l objective a.t ni~t. Even if 
reinf:Jrcsumts are used ... t:.h":"J '3.r.e too81ow~.' Ylithdra.w31 i:l ~':l.'3e of faj.lure 
is st,·:'!-_ x,, during tile S:~i.·, 1,,~'-il.e briefings prior to the~"':.'c,,~.·}~,. ':;'10 r~­
.$38[.::.:1;:0.), :' .... ..:a.s aLoP. J.,.h'~:,-:,; t~'!(~ S;J;le 3S the aSflwbly aI'eai;i., T!;'. I(,PT.:" of. 
wi'.;:~(.i~"~;"lJ. is th.(; .:5},'"f, ,:,'. '(~.e approa.ch route,. roe re],S(.~:'i.;:e: .. f' :,'·,.:,t. :.c 
us") ~". :i.U:.:t.'nw;;n·(, :'.,n-i:",:; \x .. :~'<!::. ~a.tes the planl.lii .. g a:,1i is d"'d:i.L ~:'),':, ':;, ,.;;.Y.~,}Ute. 

'\tb'\.m(I..;":) ,~,e3i, p~: ~~'l ''>'t-1:!,:.<:mt are eva.cua.ted in pl3Jllloo ">i..qJ~ u~":::L::;r oovering 
fires 01' desilJlatcd e).l.3.: ,;il"a flOLl preselected positions. 

11. Pplico of the Battlefield: The (X)llpcJ1y :l[) with one sc::pai or platoon 
is responsible for poUcing all Cl.:f'turai do Wi".i.EIlts" we~ns and other ecpip­
cent fmc t~e battlefield. , The mL¥>~y politicJ.l officer (PO) with one 
platoon is, responsible for ra6IOvmg all deafi and l'Ound~. The COtilp;:ny 
assist<llt poli tical officer (.1>0) is responsible for the evacuation of all 
PWs from the battlefield. '!his is his only task dur.Lng eV9.CUation. lbiin 
all personnel a.re asBetlble1, the PO addresses the prisoners and advises 
thEm not to 00 afraid for theT ld.ll not be hl.ll%ilEti. RVN prisoners are 
separa1:.ai, then' tumEti over to the loc31 viUage guerrillas. Police of 
tho battlefield is acmmplishEd imrolediate~ following- the act.ion - never 
late~. In jungle act.ions the va are af'raid that it they attEiJpt to police 
th,clater (pel-h~s the next. ds.Y), theT wl.ll be subjected to artd.lleI7 ~d 
air strikes., 

12. PGsonep ot W (PtO:. The VC (PW) hal a rather ex.t<nsiv~ lalowle:lge 
of Pli Sld Pw-haJdl1ng proca::lures. Be cl9.iJ:as to have c~tured, gua.xdod, ;nd 
trCll8pOrt..Eid. US CIl<i ~stralit.l1 PWs on several OCcasions. The l!l.St case w.$3 
in M<lY ~ whEn 13 ~stralians ltElre captured. His unit trcJ1sported tlm. to 
War 2'ooe D. The trip took appro$~tel¥' one CIld onHalt months each w'!f3". 
The reason for the langtbJ" travel tiJ:::le was beclS1se of the anount of food 
CIld O~pril~t that hal to be carried. The prisoners were ti.e:i left am. to 
left am in 3. mntlnu,ous line ,'With nylon paracl'l1te Q')xd. They were allowed .~ 
to keEp their toots, etc., to facilitate willdng. Somelthere in l'Tar 2Pne D 
they were tumEd over to a.to:fl trom COSVN wiD evacuated thElD. to OOSVN 
Heaiqu.art.,rs in Ca:100dia.. ' omVN px:i.SQiJ.ers are tumed over to the village 
8lerrillas at the reasSEJ:.lbly area. 'lhese 8lerr.Ul8$ hloW the mssion of 
taking the j,RVN .p.~ to tho,pm'Vince detention C<iDP where they are tumed 
over to the px:i.80n C1J.p c<S1re. They are not furthor evacuate;'-. US ill;:' 
other alliEti persotUlol are never gi. vel} ,to the loca:l guerrillas blt wet 
be k<;pt b,y' the c~tur.tng unit. They are t3ken to the unit's base c~ 
where province he9iq,larters is notifiQi W nash (X)uzier (».tan l.oc Distrlct 
has no ra1.io~). Province then notifies OOSW b,y raiio that prisoners have 
been c;;pturEti. honey is gi val to the c~tur.Lng un:i t ttY province to pu~ 
dl~e ItCII ra.tion,s on the bla.ck maIket to tead the pr.i.soners. This is 
bec~se the Vietn!lllese diet is not suita.ble for ilestemers. (This is :in 
CQi;lpli~ wi~h 't.le (bnev3 Convent-ion.) OOSVll' !l!ivises provincPs to est.ahlish 
a meeting point approJQ.ma.taly half l!1.'3Y bet~¢len the loc3.tion of the taUt and 
OOSVl;. The p~~ ,'3.I'e thm deli ve roi to OOSv.t; by the capturing u"'li t. OOSVtl 
consiuers thl.t US and ..iUiu:::. p~ (othur th::xn .6.RVN) a.re VIPs. OOSVl:; is very 
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ooncemod th~t if su'oordinJ.te oow.,· .. ;Jlds hold the P',J;; they will b:l i:ti.streated 
or not given 3iecp.J.te s~curity; oollsocpently, all non-.iliVN P:lS are OV3.Ql :.ted 
to COSW; He3J.quarters. Suit.ihle food is difEcult to 00t3:in 3.t Jo~'13r ec."1elon 
'Wlits, 'rut is 3PPll'<J.tltl:i· ,.lvJiI?,ble at 003Vi~ Hv:3!lqu Jrte~. In general, thne 
are too ['-my p:m'.JI-:;ws :in h:ncding :p1JJ3 .1,t 10',:cr :L:.nJo].So I~';S ether th:m .~'ilf' 
.Jl'6 not 3.-Uo~"Cl to t 3lk c r to 'J) spoken to c:::c;,pt tv· one B::m 1I1h::> is .lESlgned 
to cL2cl~ :;:~ .. i~ This r.i.a.r.. (VC) is OJ:cJ.pLtdly r;,;s;~.;l:'si bk for .... !l(, socurit;r <lad. 
-.elf ,.>.;·:;~i his F '~'i. Tho P ','i Llust :lsk fo r foc.<l., . ;,.t~ r:, etc .. , ~ .~' cSing si gl 

l~!g~ Th,.m only the 3Ssi;;ped gu3.l,'(.i c.:n:..ssist hiu. :;j~:~:.:,:; ~::':1 P;p are 
s:>Ll€ti1i<:S ~:ropp€rl off to J.istrict .md province 0~· L1:?:in for~ i-e~;Jnts te­
cn:use they::'lO not h:lve tirle to t:lV.lcuate therJ. XU:lll 10 c Distri ct for CEl units 
hJ.w never c.:Jrtured 3n ••.• criC311, rut h J,V0 hJl1dlai 5000 ,-bo ,0(':-.. '0 captured by 
r..;Jin for03 units. OOSVl~'a lXllicios for illP':Is:lN thooICtic:'.ll;rth~ S:):)3. 

COSWJ insists on gooi trea.tment, ueuical care, ~ security for aJl prison­
ers. FOr J1lY lapse in this policy, the unit is 3P.s'W6r~ble .:iirc.:ctly to CC:::.V:~. 
Trlining is l'\eli in ewny unit wncern1ng the ;;.roper treatment of prisonexe. 
SoUrCEl oolievcp th1.t f1Or.1 his O'lll observation., the tre3.toent of prisoners 
on b:;th sides is g.;merally OOup 3.ti ble. He pointed out thlt the va h.ck gocd 
wcAic3.l f 3.cilities balow the provin03 level, rut ewlY .:}tte;npt is fJ.~e to 
get alecpa.te treJ.tuont for lIt>und~ P'h6. 

13. Ibo'Qr Tr:].}?S 3[fi ft'..ines: ~i3P.Y are usad rut not rcgular~. If us;;ri, they 
!lre or..ployed fer specific lYd.ssions a.ni thm on~ as directai by rd.gOOr 
allthori ty. lwilI1 1;:.r3PS .lrO never uf'13d. The use of th~e is confijered to 
ha W ooon dis ool1t1nuod OOC :luse of t hei r crudeness. 

" 1L}. hining of C acheS: Foe ~ c).cW 5 ,lre 0 rlered. by OOS VlL ani are:;: c:w:c 00c'tu-
tr!lR;vi. BeC.Jllse 'of the sr.ort:lge of foo::1, ca.cheS Dust 00 a,CCElssibl<:: to all 
units. If il p3.S sing pn.i t uses Bene food, the unit which oms tb:: C3.che sub­
o1ts a cla:L~ for re10rursetlent to the Ire 3.X' Sorvi~ Group. Should Sorj9one 
lxx> by traP a food C.lcro, an;::l another unit Sifts thetl off, tho unit ..cdch em­
pl.:\ced the tr!lPs is.Jllswerible CiNctly to C03VN, no r.:;,.).tt£r hO\"I low in tm 
dlJi.n of 00"1'!1 Jl1d it is. This is .l vary serious offense and tw uni t CO~"1der 
OJuli t:. charged with au.:rder if JIlyonE;: is kil1cd.~a,tX>n c;)'ches :l:ro allow.d. 
to'oo booby traJ:Ped by CObVN;howewr, in Xuan I:.oc Uistrict they are not 00-
cJ.use they are W)ll hidden Jlld/or defended. If it is felt that the C:lclJ;; fJ:lY 
00 found, it is rtlJoc:ltcd r'lthcr than booby tr3Pl,Jed. .. .. security .::lctlcnt is 
2.,3sigped to guatd the cacho. They interpose themselws bet .. ~en the eneriIY 
and tho c ache and 3l bu;3 h to ke ep th 6 enen;y f cr ~ o.w aY. Xu JJ1 10 c has no ver 
had any L~ic'll cachos. The Lieuica.! ca.chos 3.re only found a,Sscciat.:;d. vath 
lll"ge ::u;Ji ca.l uni ts. 

15. Ta.ctics ~ Juring Bor"lb3.~n!:!.: .liter 3. F.1.C a1rcr3.ft CorTi \105 in 3D. 

op€:rationa.l aI"'..la CJl.:l reio 1'0 3.i.rstrikes are exe rutod, an atte:.:pt is raa.G.o to 
leave the araa,. If this is not possible, wwr is taken in b.mk.ers and 
trenches. ..Jter the striko, the unit ,leparts the area. ..~rtillery strikcS 
are not e.~'::"ecti ve enough to w3.rr.mt lE;.lving :3fl aNa.. In an unsup~orted art-. 
illery 0 r gunShip striku, tha unit t3kes OJ ver and reuains ii1 th;) area. "hen 
J.rti11ery is used. to surport 3. troop att ld<:, the }:ro03c~ures arc difforent. 
~sur:..ing th:lt :;:: rior .. ..r3.I'l1ing failtd and the VC are su:rprised in their cnop., 
the VC irJu::l":ia.tt::ly euploy .:111 org:mi c "!.::iJpons. The alliaJ. tL.'1it ;All norll.3.11y 
'Withirlw::m:l c3ll for .l.rtillery. &3 the iliies pull b3.ck, tho va tak8 cover 
ancl 'Il-3.it out th\:; 1:::orlbJ.r::lr.lent. .~ the b:;ub3.:tt!r;lcnt lift.s the VG 0 bse rve in 
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wha.t direction the l$lt round. ir.r,tH.ctai. Thi s <1i Nct;ion ,all 3l1"a,YS te 
~ froo the allied troops since tJlJy (a.lli.;:;s) ::10 not wllk their 3.rlillery 
into frimd.ly positions. sJ'ter the 00rr:l.g3 hfts, ~d the alliGs 0.re ag:roach­
ing the bas3 c3,.Lp 0 r cont3.ct point, th;:; VC "titr~rl.\i in the direction of the 
l.a13t artillery roUlli. ThOlt; is :;.hnys enough tiLL;;; to '.41th:lraw b.:fcause the 
3.llied forces l:IOW v;,;;ry 5 k' ,,;ls Ol' th.:; b'l.SCl Cai'.1p or oont 3.ct 3.re3.. .:i£tc:r the 
J.ction" or:,e 0 r t;:p OJ t'i"€::l ~ (J 3. '.·~,io!l. J.re t :.1.k311. The fi rst .mel ::.:.0 st (D;IlOn 
is to :.;:.n:-le :lmt"""b:l ·L);i.:Ln.,' ';,~',o ~111.i~s Jl)::l \·;3i,t for l ..... u..l to s,\,le~p through the 
C31aP" .J't.e:· i.e l:;,' .. ~':; .... ~-,:.) f.J:.;<.:; C.:['lP is NocruP1 U{,I; .. It is ,!;):;licveG. th3.t 
after the b~'~ (::;.:;:' '~~ S\1'-.'~'\.'" It. :1.5 th;;; s::t.fost ]!1J.C"'l ;1n:;1.U1~~ sir.c;:, doubllng 
b3.ck l:u th.;;l 'll~j<;~ i:, v:..:;:-~_LU . .1ly u:lhearJ of •• ~ sha;.:;.o",; te~ is ':Ossi§.1o:l .3llCl 
if the "ni~s :10 IUnr:;;c" ~:l~ml1g will ~ glvi::m. Th..:; s.;o::m:l oourSG of action 
is to ;i)Q"\TC to a.'1othr:,;)l' GaPe camp SOL;.Q jist ancc a;,I3Y. The re 2.:i."O nU,G::-rous bJ,Se 
CaiilpS which C.:lIl re used. In overy 3.ction, f'.ttempts are m3ie to cV;.cu 3.W 
the de3d-, IDunded, J."li \..eapons. If ne03SSaI!", they arc ab3U:ion(..'<i. -;hun:lO'l 
have first priority, wC:lPOns next, th31 tho :!ea;.i. 

Inwrrog.:J.torls COf.w:..i6nts: 'Ihe source's rQ::J.l.:ri<S indicate th}.t ho holds 
US tactics in conteiJ.pt rut reg).l'ds highly the tenac:iol'.sn0ss , ability, brJ.V\:lry, 
Jlli firapo~·pr of 3lli..:::u forces. He in no way Ulld<:.:r.:;:sti:ul!ltcs tre .;.1lios. He 
is b31'iled at the l1.ck of willingpess to alo sa in for J. fight, allowing t.he 
VC to ·rGJ.'Oat~4r escape. He is ecpally puzzlGi as to ..."by t'lctics .:ll'e so in­
flexi. ble and why the 3llias h'lve not 'aeon abl~ to d.evelop a."'}(~ adapt \ath 
lessons leJ.moo.. He has a CQ'ilplst.e und.e zet<tlding th-3.t the VC h3.ve 3,''::oSolut3ly 
no hope of vrl.nning any set-piece ba.ttles. His troops are fa.r too few 3ld 
weak. Therefore, 3.11 that he d<::scrires is essEmtially d..::fensive in nature. 
ex~pt for the classic deSCription of va al3saults on J. fi:xr;·::" 0 bjocti ve. 
This instan~ of low-key, long-rang3 guerrilla warfare is aCd3pted b~; hiJ;.: 
:-zitOOut rer.uorse. ~ believes th3.t it 'Will ultinate4r re successful. The 
oonstant theme is to st3Y a.live to fight 3l}:)ther day. .£ach day the for~ 
rE'iilalnS in reing is 3. step to~ final victory. In this hu c!.c;..:onSlir;lwS 
the doctrine of the cl:l,Ssic r3volutionary guor le.jler. 

If ;' ;t~. ~ 
I-JOHN KI zqu - 0/' 
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