
rc1 1/72 1151} vAl .. 
2 /3 # 11,,'J Or~ f/11> 'j-

I I 
(\)~' ~7'5jt '70 

f3c-x r ~ ...... 
H1stor.r of 2d Battal1~34 th Armr 

1 Oct 1969-- 1 Sept 1970 

During the latter part of 1969 and the el.ll'ly part of 1970 the 2d ':;'.nttnllon 

34th ArsIor, under the aommand of Lieutenant Colonel William M. Greenberg, o,::eratod 

out ot tire support base Buell two Jd.lometers from the :foot of Nu1 :]a Den 3S a !".er:;.. 

btr at the 25th Infantry Diviaion1a P'irat Brigade. The mission of the "Dre~jhts" 

1t'a8 aorJd.uct reconnaissance in force missiono in the hea.v;y gro .... uh surrol.Uldine the 

mounta1n,also to harass the eneItI\Y by conducti.ng "fireb"oJ.l" missions designed to 

,]Smut. enemy activity on 1ihe "Black VirGin" munta1n, and atop llIlveme1lt to and 

:tram the IOOunta1n.. 

Occasionally the noon element of the battalion WDuld conduot a "RIF" of the 

DIOunta:1n. Well entrenched e.netD1 forces would make it stitt going on "theSe OCCa.-

81ons, Where 80 Ill8n\Y' caves BOllCe into the muntoin that nnd1.nc the enB'CIy woo like 

loold.nc for a needle in a hays tack. 

Contact With the wily en~ was sporadic during this period. On a few occ&-

8ioD8 the tnem;y attempted ground attacks on the M48A.3 ta.:nk8 of the battalion. When 

so .. foolha.rdy eIl8m\V' attempted this the 90mm guns of the tank battalion quickly 

disoouroged the practice. 

J. highlight of the operations was the award of the Silver Star for heroism 

to eight members of the Alpha Oom-"~ 2d platoon for their activ1 ty a::tl)und the 

!1ui En Den area. M;Jd.ng it undoubtedly one of the met highly decorated platoons 

in Vietnam. 

The main plague of the battnl10n were the a.Y).ti- tatl.4: m1nea placed on QL22, 

the road whiol:l w:l.nda around the western portion of the munta:1n. 'These mines 

causec1 heavy damage to the tanks and were alwoys a constant eource of d~1n{:er. 

:Bravo Company rejoined the battalion on 15 hbruary a.f'ter being OPQ)Ned 

to the F1rs~ Division since Januor;y of 1967. 



" . ..' ,-1 March the "Dreadnalgbts" IlJ)ved to e • .,artin Co,~, bet'~or l-::rlOrJIl o.s Ca:cp 

BearOat, to conduct search end tiea vroy operations in the triple Cnl10PY jl..U'lCle to 

the area south oi' the base camp. 'che battalion teamed. up .nth Thai inf'nn·try for 

the operation. Contact was J::l.:':de aJ.moat daily with the enemy. The lIDroo.dnal.ghtc" 

uncovered huge bunker complexes and rice c'1ahea in the thick ju:ngle. !!eretofore 

the jungles had provided a safe hideaway from A..T:lf)rican ground troops, rut the r.148 

tanks "busting jul'lgle" all day long lmcovered s1ze,~ble enemy forces continua.l.ly 

d.uriDg the 0 pera:~1on • 

.lneBIiT RPG, small ::nae and IlX)rtar tire found the range on the tanks :frequently 

and bmught al;out heavy casualties to the battallon. The deru.;e juncle n.."'ld oon-

centration of well entrenched enemy mnde it an e:-:-treoely tough ope-::'Q.tion. 

J4ay bl:\:)ught the tsporary extension of tho war into Cambodia. Hours before 

the President's anIl:)uncement, the "Breadnaugbts" were spear.headi..ne '~he operntions 

into the anem;y sanctuary. :.cbs 2/'34th was the firs Amer1can u:r:d .. ~ to enter Cam.oodia. 

The battalion swept approx:1ma.te1y eleven miles into the lbg' 0 F2,ce Region of 

Oambodia. !'lee1ng en~ left pai9tak1ngly oonstructed bunkers nth all the equip.. 

ment of an Amer.1can base camp. '.~'he prizes were .huge in terms of rice, n...-rms and 

other vi tal neoessi t:1.ee for the en.eaP\1. JIaving done their job to soften up the 

Dog's Pilce fo r the s tra:1ght leg intantr,y, the battalion withdrew on 11 !~ and rc-

On 14 ~ 1970 L1eutenan~t (l:)lone1 nirtrun S. Kidwell Jr. aosumed oomman4 of 

the 2d Battalion 34th .A.r!!Dr. The mob:ths of MeV and June were relatively quiet 

for the "Dreadnaughts." The wet sesson H_tt.m I'Cstricted the I:l)vement of the 

52 ton tanks to the solid roads. escorting oonvoys up and down QL22 and secu.r:i.ng 

fire support bases brought 11 ttle contact With the enq-. 

ti.Dgs reua;ine4 that Vl83 well into July when convoys began to be amruShed 

around ~rh1en igon, northwaat of' lfu..1 Ba Den. Reacting to these aobusbea f':rom 

1'ay N1nb. Base Camp in the latter part of July t and 'WOrld.ng Wi tb 0100. and. AlMl 

1ntantrymen the combined f'Orce repelled an attempt by the 7th !!VA Division to 
in:f1l tra.te into the southern portions of Soutb Vietnam.. The oparntion WaB 
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'l'ha operation was c...""edi ted Wi t.h twenty one enen:tr ~dllQd and :four ~1e, COmlD) 

equ:l.,ped. bl.mker (X)mplexes de*tn:>yed. 

A:u.gust l:m>ught the jo%fsecuring 1'3\1 N1:nh Base Oamp. The "Drea.dJ::l3lghta" were 

the last; American tmi t to depart the base oamp ~ h:3.d r"sl'l()ns1b1l1 ty for base 

c81Ip defense. the :mnth passed virtually wi :;hout incident and incol'lling rounds to 

"mcket c1 tt' were tew and far between. 

11th the end of .August the ba'ttallon was again on the move thi.o time to 

Dc Tiq a:rl4 the M1chel1n Planta.tion. Their mis:::ion to mot out the ~ from 

the rubber tl'e8s. The battalion retumed to the P'1rs; Rr:lgade for this ope:at1on. 
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