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nIP A.RI'HalT OF THI AJIIY 
HeadqUal'ters, 2d Battalion, 34th Arlr>r 

25th In!'antry Division 
.&PO San Francisco 96225 

SUBJEC'l' J Combat Atter .Act.ioD Interview 

THRlJ: Coaaanding Otficer 
1st Bde, 25th In!' Div 
ATTN: S3 
APO SF 96385 

oro: Coaumding General 
ATTIs Division Historian 
25th Intmtry Division 
APO SF 96225 

1. A Co, 2d Battalion, 34th Atmor 

2. 25 Nov_er 1%9 

3. a.) ray Ninh District - Phu Khu:mg Province 

b) IT 281612 

4. 3rd Battalion, 22nd In!'antry 

5. CPT Marrin L. Tiernm, A Co Colllllander 

6. cPT Howard C. Lewis, 8-3 Air, 2d Battalion, 34th Armr 
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7. 3rd Battalion, 22nd Intantry - controlling A Co, 2/34 Armr 

s. Support.ing forces: 

a) Light tire teams 

b) Air strikes controlled by FAC 

c) B Btry 7/11 

d) A. Btry 2/32 

e) B Btry 1/30 

t) C Btry 3/13 
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9. A Company' 5 mssion was to secure LZ and PZ tor an eagle night 
and to support by tire when intantry conducted their reconnaissance 
on lui Ba Den. 

10. Intelligence: 

a) !he DIOtmtain, Nui Ba Den, has long been known to be an 
eD811' strong point. '!'he enemy has used the mountain as a stagLng 
area, resting p1aee, and a cormnunications center. 

b) Intelligence had been received that the enemy had once 
again placed a torce on the Northwest side ot the mountain. 

e) Weather conditions did not hamper operations at all. Clear 
with light wind. 

11. The blocld.ng toree's mission was to secure the LZ and PZ tor 
the intantry, provide rear security, and support the grotmd elements 
bY' fire. '!'he 3/22 company' 8 mission was to conduct a ground reconn­
aissance ot the Northwest slope ot Nul Ba Den. 

12. A Co established their LZ security appmx:t..malie1y 0830 hrs. 
D Co 3/22 Int started their reconnaissance toward the mountain and 
A Co moved into a position where they could support them by tire. 
When the ground tmops approached within 50 meters ot the base ot 
the JIOuntain they cae under Jlk)rtar and automatic weapons tire. 
A Co in their position also came under light Jlk)rtar tire and immed­
iately returned with direct main gun tire into suspected enemy- pos­
itions. '1'he intantry- coapany vas pinned down at their location and 
requested that the tanks CODle in and support closely. 'nle 2nd tank 
platoon tried to manuever closer but &tuck three tanks in sort 
ground while tr.Jing to manuever closer. 'nle stuck tanks were ret­
rieved and a resupply ot ammunition was requested trom the 2/34 
ArIIor. The resupply ot anunition with t., personnel carriers es­
corting arrived at A Company's location at 1140 hra. 'nle ground 
sUl'Yeillance track and t., ammunition escort tracks were sent into 
the contact area to evacuate .,unded and try- to relieve the pe:r­
sonne1 that were pinned down. The personnel carriers went back 
into the area three s8pat'ate times evacuating .,unded and provid­
ing covering tire tor the intantry as they withdrew. When all 
personnel were clear ot the contact area air strikes, gun ships, and 
artillery- engaged the area. The 3/22nd Infantry PZ'd at approx­
imately 1630 hrs. while A Company provided covering tire. A Company 
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vas then released tma OPOON status and returned to the Rock Crusher 
for maintenance, refitting, and security. 

a) Four SO cal.. barrels became overheated and needed to be re­
placed du.ring the contact. 

b) 10 weapons or equipDent shortages. 

c) ColllDllnications equir.ment functioned properl,.._ 

13. Reaul.ts. 

a) 17 us WIA, 2 US KIA 

,) 25 enelll1' ellmated 

c) No US equ1Jj1lent losses 

d) He EmSY weapons captured 

e) US SIIIIlunition e~enditurel 

1) 50,000 rotmds 50 cal. 

2) 20,000 rotmds M-73 KG amoo 

3) 500 romds 90MM HE &£ Cannister 

4) 2,000 rounds M-16 

14. Lessons Leamed' 

a) All areas of suspected enemy locations, especia1l7 in free 
tire tOnes, should be engaged by artiller.r prior to gnnmd elements 
approaching th_. 

b) When contact is made and one elaaent is pinned down maxim,. 
effort should be made to have supporting elements manuever agail'lst 
the enemy. 

c) There were no innovations in weapons or equir.ment. 
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d) Heavy tanks were used in the direct support role while 
ll€1tt pereonnel carriere were used to evacuate l«:Iunded and with­
draw triendl.7 aI_ante. 
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