
RGJf7Z 
T~ tll.uis 
z· It IAl 
SI 
gO)l f .. 
1. IIBNTIFICATION AND TYPK OF UNIT: Company C 2-22 W ().f) 

2. TM OF OPERATION: 06OSOO Mar 69 to 061700 ~far 69 

3. LOCATIONs IT 46042.4 to IT 469510 

4. COMMAND AND CONTROL. Headouarters 2d Bn (Mech), 22d Infantry 

5. TASK OIDANIZATION: a. Co C 2-22 Inf 
b. 1 ling. 511e. Team 
c. 1 name Track 

6. SUPPORTING P'OB£ZSa a. Light Fire Team. 
b. USAF (TAC Air) 
o. ArtiUe17 

7. INTELLIGENCE: An NVA Div was in the area ldth the mission 0/ -wshing 

the convoy. Because of the extensive undergrowth and proximity to kncnm. 

havens for eMIlY rorce. it was believed that the enemy wa. in the wooded 

area north of the B., Cui Rubber Plantation. 

8. MISSION: To conduct a RtF north of the Ben Cui along the west side of 

the Saigon River checldng for signs of the enemy. Limit of advance was the 

51 EW grid line. 

9. CONCEPT OF OPIRATIONI At 1115, 1st, & 3rd platoon on line were to eveep 

along west bank of Saigon River 'With 2nd platoon in reserve moving behind. 

An 10 was attached, 4.2 mortars were on call and A Battery 2/77 was in direct 

support. 

10. EXECUTION. At 1115 on 6 Mar Co C moved out on a RIP' of the area along 

the Saig<l1 River from the Ben Cui to the 51 EW grid line. 'n1e formation 

used vas let &: 3rd plt on line with 2nd followin~ in reMrve. (see sketch) 

The area right next to the river was too wet for traclal. The RIF progressed 

well through the Ben Cui and across the Romed Plowd area. Once on the north 

side of the polwed area the forest was extrtmely dense. The m.n moved through 

dillllounted with the tracks busting their way through. Arter proceeding another 

1000 meters, the lett fiank came under extremely heavy RPG, automatic veape 

and small arm,s fire. The en4lllY' having been met, the men reacted. to orders b 
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and rapidly. Fire was immediately returned as the APC' 8 moVt'ld up to lay 

down a base of nre. It appeared that Co Chad cor.ne up againet a NVA Bn 

well entrenched in a baee camp. (a_ lketch) K~ping pressure on the 

enemy, Air atrikee and Fire teame were reouested. 4.2 Hortar and Arty """re 

1mrI1ediately called in. Slllash tran the artillery was flying over the heads 

ot the C(lR1Pany howYer knowin~ the n8ceuity ot closing with the enemy the,. 

kept preelling toMRlJ"d. At thie t1ae a equad from the third pIt was J)1rmed' 

down. The platoon leader took an M-60 IUChine gun and charged dOVl 8 trail 

placing 8Uppresli..,. fire on the enemy to allOY his squad to move to a better 

position. 'llle battle prtIa .. d on a8 the Company puehed into the Bn Bue Camp 

however the enmy did not want to pull back and held in their bunkere. As 

the Company !IOwd into the tirst row ot enemy bunke" they b~an fluehing 

the enemy out ueing ~adee. The .. bra.,. m .. up againet great. odde vere 

preesinl their tnq into the core ot the Base CeBp. One track had become 

stuck. Not vant1n~ to lea .... the track behind, another track rrKn'8d torward 

throuah the hea.,.,. tneIII;1 tire to plll it out. Ae it approched the stuck track, 

it wae hit with an RPG seriously wounding the driver and 50 cal gunner. 

Brannl a barr ... of tire, a man ran out to the track and was able to drive 

it back as orders 1II8re given by Bda to imlllltdiataly J'Ull the Comapny back 

1000 meters to allOY a B-52 atrike to go in 2)00 metera north ot their 

preeent location. Because of the ab.alute nece.aity of the immediate with-

drawal, the stuck track had to be lett. Artillery air burst a were tired in 

i.mmediate area of the track to prevent the enemy trom ap:pr"Oching it. Arter 

completion ot the Itrike, penni.l1on was /d.wn to moTe back into tile oontact 

area to retrieTe the stuck track. Thi I they did, and the track was able to be 

driven back. It was nov 1m hours and the order was g.1ven to return to balM 

e.-np. Thromout the fight 51 ennty' bodies were counted on the battlefield 

cOI'I'Ipaired to only one f'ri~dly death. 
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11. RESULTS: Becau80 of this action, the enell\V had been dealt a Myere blow 

which coUld haYe lead to the failure of the nau 1ieng convoy ambush on 11 Mar 

69. Statistics are as follows: 

us - KHA - 1 
WfA - 3 

Enemy KIA - 51 

Du.e to the B-52 atria far north ot the contact area, Co C vas prevented from 

moving through the entire ene~ base camp. Airstrikes observed during the 

contact appeared very successful. Artillery was extr.ely accurate. necause 

of the heavy under~owth it was extremely difficult for the FO on the ground 

to adjust. A helicopter was immediately reoue.ted and received to nerrndt the 

Bn Art;y LNO to overtly the area and call in fires from the air. 

12. ADMINISTRATION: • Treatment and e",acuati()J'\ of callUalties was extremely 

good. The dustorr pilot, imoring waminga to clear the ar_ because of the 

8-52 strike, showd th. brllYery'1IIhich was typical of this operation and 

insisted on .. tting down to pick up the 'WOundttd men. His chopper ole8l"'8d the 

area with only two minutes to .pare. 

13. V ALaR AWARnsl 

a. Distinguished. Service Cross 1 
b. StlYer Star 4 
o. Bron ze Star 9 
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