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1. IDENTIFICATION AND TYPE OF CRGAMIZATION: Co B 2-22 Inf
2, TIME: 2062300 Mar 69

3, LOCATION: XTA14AL3

L., COMMAND AMD CONTROL: Headauarters 2d Pn (Mech) 224 Inf

5. TASK ORGANIZATION: a, Co B 2«22 Inf
b, 1 platcen 930th ARVN Company

6. SUPPORTIG FORCES: a., Artillery

b. Light Fire Teams

¢. Flare Ships
7. INTELLICENCY': PReports were received that the enemy was moving through the
area in small groups (3 to 5 men)
#, ¥ISSINN: Establish a stay behind ambush in the vicinity XTAL1.L43
G, CONCLEPT OF OPETATION: At about 1800 hours Co B would conduct a RIP in the
area of the proposed ambush sight. The element to participate in the ambush
would slip away from the main body and hide in the undergrowth, The remainder
of the company would then retum to thuo NDP. Shortly FENT the patrol would
move into their ambush positions,
10. EXECUTION: The ambush patrol was dropped off in the vicinity of XTLILAL3
at, 1800 hours, At 1950 hours the ambush patrol had moved into position at
XTLOBL3R and set up. At 2340 the patrol spotted the enemy moving towards them
from the north however they held their fire to allow the enemy to enter the
K1l 2one, As the enemy did so the men in the ambush ovened fire, alrmost
instantly fire was returned from the north, west and south. The enemy was
fiding RPG's, machine guns and small arms fire. As the patrol leader was
atmptggq to notify the company cormander of the situation and recuest
artillery and assistance he was killed and the radio was destroysd, Within
the first mimute of fighting 6 of the 12 men on the patrol were either
killed or very aerioual; wounded, including all the leaders, Heroically the

men fought on against what was later estimated to be 2 companies of NVA,
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Not fully understanding the situation of the patrol and realizing the
necessity of regaining commnications with them, the company coimander led
three APC's towards the contact area, Uvon arriving at the location of the
patrol, the reaction force came under heavy RPG, mortar and automatic weapons
fire, Artillery was immediately called in and gunships and flare ships were
requested, Two (2) of the APC's were hit with RPG fire, but remained operational.
The regction force moved in around the belearered patrol and valiantly held off
the enemy attack, Very little cover or concealment was availahle and in the
face of overwhelming odds the men fought on braving evervthing the enemy
could fire, “unshins were firing extremely close to ‘he perineter vet the
enemy would not mull back, The fight went on for almost two hours, and whan
it subsided the men were ordered to relocate to FSB “ood TI, Braving a re-
newed heavy volime of fire the men rathered their casualties and loaded them
on the tracks. Moving through heavy "FG fire the men were able to break
through the enemy positions, Artillsry was landing all around the ren in

an effort to surpress the enemy {ire. Enroute to FSB Wood TT1 one of ths

three tracks hit a mine. The track sustained such severe damare that it was
unable to be towsd, All ammunition and ecuipment was taken off and placed on
another track, As these courapgsous men moved on, another track hit a =mine,
The track was a total loss however these brave men were able to comneet it

to thelr ons remaining track and tow it to their destination, The men finally
arrived at FSB Wood IT at about 0430, At firet light a ""R was sent t0 re-
triave the remains of the track left behind,

11, RESULTS: The enemy had been attenmpting to move an extremely large force
through the area, “hen the ambush was sprung the enemy was located on three
sides of the patrol and i-mediately took the smaller sroup under siege.

nly the extremely brave and heroic actions of the men in the patrol and

the comnléte disregard of the individual pereonal safety of the men in the

men in the reactionary force prevented the position from being overrun,
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12, AIMINISTRATION:

a, Resupply was accomplished the next day, by the Battalion resupply convoy.
b. The casualties were treated on the battlefleld by medics and othears
who braved automatic weapons fire to itreat and evacuate them, The medical
evacuation helicopter also braved automatic weapons fire to land and pick

up urgent casualties, Others were evacuated as soon as the men had arrived

in a secure location,
13, YALOR AWARDS:

a, Distinguished Servico Cross - 1

b, Silver Star -5

c. Bronse Star - 14

d. Army Comendation Medal -7
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