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SUBJEGl: Combat Atter Action .deport 

TO: Headquarters 
25th Infantry Division 
AT'rN: Division Historian 
APO San Francisco )6225 

1. NAMES OF Ul~ITS .AND TYPES OF OPERATIOllS: 
(1) Headquarters, 2d Bn 22d In.f (M). 
(,2) Company 0, 2<1 Bn 22d In! (M). 
(.3) Headquarters, 7th AdVi~ Airborne DiVision. 
(4) 1.3rd AdVN Airborne Comp~. 

TYPE OF OPARATION: 
(1) The op;;;ration lrJa8 a combined operation \lith one US Co~ and one 
ARVN Airborne company conducting independent but 1,ru.tUally suP90rtLlg 
reconaissance in force operations in t.he Boi lDi ~ods. ..:aach company 
was under the control of its parent ... ieadquarters; ilowever, the two bat­
talion C01lliaanders had agreed that, in too event of contact by ei t_~er 
company, coordination control of the other co~ woula be exercised 
by one of the battalion cOl'lIi.i3llders. Command of the specific unit liould ~ 
remain with the national (ua or VU) battalion cO.i • .\.i,;ander. N 
(2) a s:iJnilar operation consisting of one uS company and one AdV.~ Air- ((") 
borne company, was being conduc·ted in the up""er 130i 10i nort.h of rugh- V\ 
way 19 with the same command, control and coordination being pre-arranged. C 

2. INCi.i].;jIV.t: j)A'1'~ uif O.r'...:..r' ... ,i.l1I..;a: 
010600H to 072130.ri SepteJilbe:c 1969. --.1 

3. .wCATIUlIj vi O.P~Iul~: 
a. Central Bei 10i Wooa.s 
b. ;:ti{i.~ • ..ap Series 1 :50,000 .:ihe~t 62;.1, I u II. .fiction occured in vicin­
ity of cooruinates 500349. 
c. .d.Vi.~ 11ap aeries 1 : 25,o..)J ,Pic-c.omap) supplelileilt to 62.31, II .li, coordin­
ates vicinity jJ0349. 

4. COI'.idil..i.~J.}, CO.·iT1:WL .AJ."iJ.l CW.i..Jiiid..i..'I ...... H~"lIJAiti.'.:i.:td 
a. 2d Bn (J:'.i.j 22d Inf 
b. '{til Btl, ARVr. Airborne 

a. Initial JontCict: ~mpJV C, 20. .>l1 (M) 22d Int. 
b. At a,9proxi...raately 1-,+JO hours, 73ro. My.... Co. jo:meCoi. C 00. 2/22 \Hj lui. 

6. 5UPRO.d1'Ii~G .lOii.G~: 

a. Ari:.illary 
(1) 105-·11:.i Battery, .lSB ',iood .. 
(2) 10~ N"d Batter'J, FSB Pershing 
(3) d" .-iowl. tze::.: .3av"i:,ar-J, ia.d rirunpton 
(4) a.. Hoi'll. tzer Jat.terr-.f, .Jau 'i'ieng 
(5) 15;;..J{ .o3a-c,ter-J, J)au Tieng 



'.:..-

i 

(Issue lac) 
(7) 1st"Bde, 25th Div LOH (3) 
(8) Divarly, 2::>th Div LOH (1) 
(9) C&C ADC 25th Div (UHID) 

(10) C&C 1st Bde, 25til Div (TJtUD) 
(11) 3/4 Cav i:.-unships (oarrAR) 
(12) 25th AVN gpnships (,l.liamondhead) 
(13) 25th AVN flame bath (UHIO) 
(14) 25th ~Vl! os (OHID) 
(15) Aeromedical EvacuatL:m, Jau Tieng 

HISSIOi~; Clear the Boi loi Woods of suspected cNA and VO elements. 

lNTELLIGEi:iC.E: Continuous indications of eneD\Y activity in Bei 1,oi ~iooda 
to include trails, bunker complexes, cache sites and other signs of act­
i~ty in the area. Additionally~in AUgust and early September, the 2/22 
hap. encountered heavy contact in the 130i I,.oi Woods with NY. and, SR1 VC 
elements. . 

HISSION OF 'tHE lW,lJ!iU-v,;:;,,1. mUT: 
a. C Co. (See att,ached. overlay I) 

(1) Drop off 7Jrd AaVN Airborne Co at w. 
(2) laD 0330 conduct dismoul1.ted RIF; leave APOs vic iAJ area to move on 
order of Coi.1UiJ.allding Officer. 
(3) .Ai.\ier completion of r.li.ssion pick up 7)rd A... ... v.. Cor.lpany itP .aed. and 
move to co:,lbineci .. ~L. 

b. 73rd ARVlj Airborne Co; .:.lee attached overlay. 
(1) 18 0880 conduct dismounted RIF. 
(2) After con.pletion oi' opera'.:.ion, be picked up by G Co at & .ieci and. 
move to conbined. i~L. 

10. EX.c;CUTlo.a: 
A.t 0820, C Co. having dropped off the 7 3rd .Ait.V.~ Airborne Gompany at their 
LD, ar::'ived at their LD, vicinity :U504346. The followi..TJ.g actions took 
place: 

(1) .Dismounted infantr-jll1eIl test fired ,H16 and H6u weapons into the 
woods on t!he direction oi' t.ile advance. 
(2) APes, on line, test, fired .50 Cal lil on the ...ct.rection of advance. 
d) 'the APGs formed a <ia;flight lager position in the .dome PJ.Oli area. 
The operation Has plarmed as a dismount operation lor the following 
reasons. 

a. The ener'W .nas become accust,omeo. to the infantr-.f r,1Oving with the 
APGs. The noise of 1ll0Ver,lent thus alerted him and alloweo. hi1ll to either 
witildraw or to prl3pare an ambush. Dismounted IllOva~.ents with t.ae A.i?Cs 
remaining in the ,ao.t'11e .flOli area nas planned in order to assist in achiev­
ing surprise. 

b. The battalion cO",llnander had determined t.aat dislilOunted t.:.ctics 
and the application or discip1inea. squad. and 'plat,oon :fires I"equired im­
)rovement. Such '"raining GIlc.i. reaction awa;y froltl the blanket of fire 
_.::roVided oy tile .50 Cal MG uas deterillined to be the mos:j;; feasible .... 
means ot developing the required skills. orne ArCs were located in a 
posit.ion where tnej could be quiCKly moved up to supporr, in the event 
or a large contact. 
(4) C Co 81 HH Nortars were placed vicinity of XTS03334 in order to sup­
port the operation. 

c. At 05)0, C Co. cl'ossed the W. ili'lOst iiJ1iilecii at ely , an old SaL"1dal 

print '.:.rail was found wi til direction of movement to HE. 



':tf,i~. . ~ ~ .. ~ ~ ~~~;~ 
d. At 090" a trail no elder than 24 heurs moving s& Q:~'~~-l'" 
three persons wee fmmd. 
e. At 0911, C Co. :ceperteci cent act vic .54S349. HeaT;- automatic 
weapens fire, iI.K fire and possible ,1 0al NG fire \-Tas reported. 
L~lIllediate fire irlaS placed upon the ener,liY and Cpt. Goldsmith, tne 
Company Commander, called ferward 6 MCS at 0920. .dis evaluatien 
ef the -terrain, which is heavily bomb-cratered, resulted in a dat­
er.m:inatien that 6 was the minimum which could be maneuvered. 'rhe 
first plateen was en the 'left, the t.urd plateon was en the right 
and the sece~"1d plateen previded flank and rear security, plus re­
serve. As the distance moved by the dismounts had enly been approx­
i.lIIately 100 meters, the APCs were quic.k:J.jr moved into. the fermatien. 
The fermat ion used was as fellows: 

l~ 
". ~ ?lMJ 

1 PC PC PC 3PC PC PC 

f. the Battalion JofiL.1a.l1der, LTC 'i'iilliams, and the Arl-illery Li'iO, 
(p'r tlL.llams, irmnediately went airborne tec.he centact area in 
a LOR. 
g. At 0/2~, 'l'he ce~ cemmander estimated. tnat he lIaS in centact 
with an estimated eneIi!iY squad-plateen size element and was moving 
into. the area, maintaining centact and pressure upon the enenw Wo 
were in bunkers. At this time, AK fire and a:b least two lUU reunds 
were reperted as inceming. 
h. The arty illO placed 10, .dJ:>1 artillery fires to. tl~e east and nerth 
ei.' t .. le centact areas blecking fires. 4 ligat fire team viaS requestea 
and reported en statien at 0943. .:.he C...:C LOH which had been ~ng 
lew ever the dismountea men and MOs att,empting to. ~aark enel~ bunker 
positiens was replaced by the light fire team.. 
i. At 09t.+4, C Co reperted negative enenw fire. Artillery fre, .... EBB 
Pershing ''ias placed to. -.:,ile east to. add to. the bleOKiLlg fires. J.t1.res 
were shif'.:.e:..a. awB:3' i'~'Olii the ir,ulladiate contact. area and at 09,2, "tihe 
light fire team (ilia,~enahead ,2) engage a the bunker area fo.rward ef 
the 1ilOving uiSlil0untS and .APCs \nth mini-gun fire. 

j. .At 10...:9 heurs, J Go r~ported receiving av.ditiena.i. automatic lieap­
on an .... ~'1lG fire. J..'"'i.re vias re"tiu.t:'ned wit~l all erga.'1ic vieapons and 
Ll'"r fires. 

k. :the ;)6.ttalion w requested that the J:Ui.VJ.i Airborne CO order the 
73rd Co. to meve fro".1 their locatien to. tha Home Plew to. be a bel-ter 
pesitio.n to support C Co if required. The A.R.VJ.~ W CO co.ncurred and 
he ordereci. his cerapany, then lecated at 4)4366, 1;,0. CO~;l"ence feot 
mevement to. -(.he SIl. 

1. At 1013, t,he Issue J.'"AC who. had reportea on station to. the .an CO, 
reperted. tllat t!le weather would net all.Jw fighter em.p1oYlllent at that 
tirile, but. t .• at ne i'iOi.llU advise. it 5i tuation L.provec;.. 

r.l. 4t 1011, C .::0 r~ceiYcd. sniper fire from -.:.he left ilaru: and i..laneuverec 
to. vrin6 lire o.n -':'.i'.;.at area. 'l'his sniper i:ire ce!~tinued. unt,i1 appl'Ox­
im.ately 1035. 



1045, the 74th !RVll Co, working in t.lle nortfiern .fb~:t4""~rt. 
ed contact. The 2/22 Bn GO ordered that A Co, uorkinE; with the 74th 
ARVi~ Co) support their contact as coordin;:;i:\;,ad 0;/ the ..Il..iV.ll .drborne 
En CO. de also requested that the 1st :3de XO, in the vicinity of t.le 
C Co contact in a CllC helicopter, provide helicopter CllC su.->port to 
the Airborne CO. This requ.est was granted. 

o. At 1057, C Co requested a routine dustoff for 2 .i:!:l'i. Dustoff was 
completed at 1131 by Dustoff 71. 

p. At 1114, LFr (Diamondhead 36) spotted enen\}' moving 50 ;:aeters in 
front of C Co. Placed mini-gun fire an eneIqy" as C Co continued to 
maneuver in the area. 

q. At 1125, the l-leather situation started improving. 'rhe Bn CO re­
quested that a flame bath be proVided. Previous requests had been 
defered due to weather. 

r. At 11 35, C Co reported that they were in the initial hunker com­
plex and that the bunker had been booby-tra_-.!ped witil a CHI.CQi·i gren­
ade, which triey had dest,royed. 

s. At 1205, .rJ..ame bath repo:.."teu. on station (LHtle Jear 7(6) Gme 
location for drop, approxima:tely 70 meters in front oi' tile advanc­
ing troops, \IaS marked by i.."FJ.' and .Bn CV. It is noted that tile fla.'J.e 
¥as aropped fro:iili.iree-top level as apposed to the usual 1 \.100-1500 
feet altitude, tilus allowing pin-point accuracr.f in close prox:i..lnity 
to the troops. fhe fl~ne was inserted at 1215. 

t. A.t 1222, Cd ship reported on station ,·lith tl;TO sticks of J.:i, 
(Litt,le Bear '1.75), "f'ms was placed to tlle nortn of tne contact and 
prevailing winds blew it across the eUeI:\f withdrawal route. Une 
stic.c aid not igni tej therefore, the artillery tjJO placed arty ont,he 
area, igniting the OS. 

u. At 1234, the second flame bath ship(Lrl 706) reporteu on station 
and-t at 1250, vias again inserted ap~rOxiiila'~ely :)0 ,;..et.ers in front 01' 
the advancin6 troops using lOll level techniques. 

v. .At 1235, C Co reporteu. a sniper being engagea with .,0 Cal i'ire 
and at 1242, reported. AK and .dJ:lG fire. !'J.aneuver continued. 

li. .At 124'/, C Co reporteu. one Me .nit by ili-G i'ire. The track re­
quired evacuation. Both the uriver <m.d the gun'l.e!' were l-Ioun.:.ed. 'l'he 
:an CO airected C Coi;,o withdraw to '0he 03,1 to allon heavy artll:i.er'J to 
be placed into the contact. 

x. at 1303, the 7/11 Arty En CO, flying low lavel on i3CJ.ri., repor-lied. 
eleven eneilIy' Dodies inl.ille enemy j,losi tion. 

y. .At 1306, G- Co requested. a priority austoi'i' i'or :; ZH, the result 
of the l:u?G hit, on tile arc. Dustoff (71) cor.1plete at 1330. 

. .La.!"\f4 
z. At 1317, .i..D 706 reported rrith the ."' .... :r'la.le oath libich ;.jas in-
serted. at 1326 to support tile id. thdrawal, 

aa. Heavy Artil..l..ery lias placed in the area 0:;" contac'(i b,i arty. 

bh. At 140J, J Go reported reCeiving mortar and ..... -G ii:;:e. the A...i.V •• 
Airoorne Co joined G Co in their new position to rear ol contact area. 
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Weather indicated that an air sttike might be possible~'and~.~li6h';"" i~ 
was requested. 

cc. At 1434, the 7/11 Arty .an CO reported 5 ackiitional eneIi\Y 
dead. dressed in NY" uniform. 

dd. At 1436, Issue Fac reported on station. 

ee. At 1442, 7/11 Arty :an CO reported 9 additional INA bodies. 

ff. At 14Q8, C Co, llhile moving back in area with ARVi~ .Airborne, re­
ported receiving ~iPG and small ar~iLS fire. One APe was hit and the 
ammunition e.:x:plod.ed. The.Bn CO directed, at 1500, that caupany C 
withdraw approximately 400 meters to allow air strike. Bn Arty .Li:W 
placed 81• round on burning APe to assist in quick burn off of ammo. 
Track exploded. ' 

gg.At 1548, C Co requested dusto£f for 5 El.f. Dusto::£f completed at 
1642. 

hh. At 1556, the withdrawal .. having been completed, Issue 12 FAa 
directed an air strike into the area of contact. cltrike complete at 
1630. 

ii. At 1655, C Co ... while again moving into araa of contact, reportdd 
1lIOvwnent to the left flank and then reported t.ilat a .I?O.~ had baen cap­
tured. 

jj. At 1659, iQW' reported that an ene.my torCEl, estilaateci at a re­
inforced company liaS tr.fing to slip a platoon around tne left flank 
of a Co. PO-;-J evaced at 1726. a Co shifteo. direction of movement to 
react to information. 'rhey and their counterparts moved into the area 
and maneuvered fOrliard. The tor.;nation used was as i'oilollS: 

~ ~~\ 
3.PC PC PC 1 PC PC flC 

~ 
PC PC rC PC 

~'--" 
or" _...: .... 

~~.,_~, r~t 

f...L<:. ArtillEll'Y was caL.J.eci. by the .an Arty LNO moving it i'orliard of the 
maneuvering troops. .d.djustment was r,lade at s:mal.l intervals into the 
friendly location until dead. shrapnel s'C,arted to fail just fOrliard of 
their position and then was moved in 50 meter intervals J.'orward with 
the movement. Negative cont",ct was .ma.de, and the operation terminated 
at 1815. 

11. .Results: 
a. Ucl losses 

15 U" WIA 
b. ..:.neL\y losses 

(1 j 26 .. ~VA lCLi. (Body count) 
(2) 1 i"-V~ ,ru-kY 



Reproduced at the Natiooal Archives 

12. Artillery Fired: 2, 361 rounds 

13. AnaJ.ysis: Th~ three d.ajy Cease :Fire, effective 8 depter,ilier 1969, pre­
cluded followup operations. 
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