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1. NAMES OF UdITS AND TYPES OF OPERATIONS:
(1) Headquarters, 2d Bn 22d Inf (M).
- (2) Company:C, 2d Bn 22d Inf (M).
(3) Headquarters, 7th AdVii Airborne Division.
(k) 73rd AQVN Airborne Company.
IYPE OF OPnRATION:
(1) The op:ration was a combined operation with one US company and one
; _ ARVN Airborne company conducting independent but :mtually supoortiag
: reconaissance in force operations in the Boi Loi Woodse wmacn company
was under the control of its parent :eadquarters; nowever, the two bat-
1 talion comaanders had agreed that, in tae event of contact by eit.er
\ company, coordination control of the other company woulu be exercised
. by one oI the battalion comianders. Command of the specific unit would N
 remain with the national (U3 or VH) battalion coiu.ander. N
(2) A similar omeration consisting of one uS3 company and one AdV. Air- y
borne company, was being conducted in the upger Boi Loi north of righ- OQ
way 19 with the sane command, control and coordination being pre-arrangea. d
2. INCLUGIVE 04TS UF Orasallon:
0T70600H to 0721304 Septaimber 1969. \_]
3¢ LOCATION U OPsriafTuni:
a. Central Boi Loi Woods
be AV _ap Series 1:50,000 shest 6251, L « LI, action occured in vicin-
ity of cooruinates 500349.
Ce 4AVd Map Jeries 1:25,000 (Pictomap) supplement to 6231, II N, coordin-
ates vicinity 5.U3L9.
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L. COrlidaliD, COWTROL ANw CQUsLiallo HoAuUARDGS
a. 2d Bn (s 22d Inf
be 7tn Bn, anVi Airborne
5e  LTASK Osisuladl b
a. Initial Jontact: Jompuny C, 2a .a (M) 22d Int.
b. it ajproximately 1.,J0 hours, 73ru awV. Co. joirneu C Co. 2/22 \ui; Lnf.
0., SUPPORLIING FORCaS:
a. adrcillery
(1) 105 1&i Batiery, #SB Wood ¢
(2) 105 K Battery, FS3 Pershing
(3) o™ sowitzes Savtery, #33 dampton
(4) " Howitzer 3actery, Jau fieng
(5) 155 .M 3avtery, Dau Tieng
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10.

" Tth USAF (Issue Fac)
% (7) 1st°Bde, 25th Div LOH (3)
" (8) Divarty, 2>th Liv LOH (1)
(9) C&C ADG 25th Div (UHID) .
(10) C&C 1st Bde, 25tn Div (UHID)
(11) 3/4 Cav gunships (CLiNTAR)
(12) 25th AW gunships (Uiamondhead)
(13) 25th AVN flame bath (UHLD)
(14) 25th AVH CS (UMID)
(15) Aeromedical Evacuation, Jau Tieng

MISSIO: GClear the Boi Loi Woods of suspected HVA and VG elements.

INTELLIG&iCE:s Continuous indications of enemy activity in Boi Loi Woods
to include trails, bunker complexes, cache sites and other signs of act-

“ivity in the area. Additionally,in August and early September, the 2/22
h%d encountered heavy contact in the Boi Loi Woods with NVE and SR1 VC
elenents. ~ -

HISSION OF THE MAW&UVs.c UNIT:

a. G Co. (See atvached overlay 1)
(1) Drop off 73rd AAVN Airborne Co at id.
(2) LD 0830 conduct dismounted RIF; leave APCs vic LW area o iove on
order of Comaanding Oificer.
(3) Afcer completion of mission pick up 73rd AwV. Company AP sed and
move to co.ibined L.

be 73rd ARV Airborne Co; see attached overlay.
(1) 1B 0830 conauct dismounted RIF.
(2) After completion oi operavion, be picked up by ¢ Co at P ded ana
move to coubinezd NL.

BEXsCUTION:
At 0020, G Co. having dropped off the 73rd ARVa dirborne Gompany at their
LD, arrived at their LD, vicinity XI504346. The following actions took
place:
(1) JOLismounted infantrymen test fired M16 and MOU weapons into the
woods on fhe direction of tne advance.
(2) 4aFCs, on line, test fired .50 Cal 4G on the uirection of advance.
i3) tThe APCs formed a daylight lager position in the dome Piow area.
The operation was planned as a dismount operation ror the following
reasons.
a. The enemy nas become accustomea to the infantry moving with the
APCs. The noise of movement thus alerted him and alloweu him to either
witndraw or to prepare an ambush. usismounted movesents with tne APCs
renaining in the Rome Plow area was planned in order to assist in schiev-
ing surprisee.
b. The battalion co.mander had determined tnat disuounted tactics
and the application of disciplinea squad and platoon fires requirea im-
Jrovement. Such vraining snu reaction away irom tne blanket of fire
srovided oy tne .50 Cal MG was deteramined to be the most feasible
neans oi developing ithe required skills. The APCs were located in a
position where tney could be quickly moved up to support in the eveni
of a large contact.
(4) C Co 81 MM Mortars were placed vicinity of XI£503334 in order to sup-
port the opsration.
c. At 0830, C Co. crossed the Lb. alumost imnediately, an old sandal
print crail was found witn direction of movement to iiE.
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t 0905, a trail no older thamn 2l hours moving SZ of
three persons wex& found.
e. At 0917, C Co. reportea contact vic >083L9. Heavy automatic
weapons fire, AX Ifire and possible 51 Cal G fire was reported.
Inmediate fire was placed upon tne enemy and Cpt. Goldsmith, tne
Company Commander, called forward 6 ArCs at 0920. dis evaluation -
of the terrain, which is heavily bomb-cratered, resulted in a dat-
ermination that 6 was the minimum which could be maneuvered. The
first platoon was on the left, the tuird platoon was on the rignht
and the second platoon provided flank and rear security, plus re-
serve. As the distance moved by the dismounts had only been approx-
imately 100 meters, the APCs were quickly moved into the formation.
The formation used was as follows:

f. 7The Battalion vomaander, LIC williams, and the Arcillery LiO,

® 1 dilliams, immediately went airborne to c¢he contact area in

a LOH.

ge At 0y2», The company commander estimated thnat he was in contact
with an estimated enemy squad-platoon size element and was moving
into the area, maintaining contact and pressure upon the enemy who
were in bunkers. At this time, AK fire and at leasi two RPG rounds
were reporied as incoming.

he The arty 4O placed 105 . artillery fires to tue east and north
of tae contact areas blocking fires. =« lignv Iire team was requestec
and reported on station at 0943. :he C.C LOH which had been flying
low over the dismountea men and AfGs atiempting to wark enemy bunker
positions was replaced by the light fire team,

i. At 0944, C Co reported negative enemy fire. Artillery fro.. FoB
Persning was placed to tne east to add to the blocking firese Fires
were shifveu away irom the immediate contaci area and at 0952, the
lizht fire team (Dia.onahead 52) engageua the bunker area iorward of
the iwving uissounts and APCs with mini-gun fire.

Je 4t Tu.? hours, ¢ Co reporied receiving auditional automatic weap-
on anu &PG fire. fire was retvwrned wita all organic weapons and
LiT fires.

k. The oattalion L0 requested tanat the anVu Airborne C@ order the
73ra Co to move froa taeir location to the Rome Plow to be a beuvter
position to support C Co if required. The ARVWN Bal CO concurred and
he ordered his company, then located at 474366, to coii.ence foot
movement to the Sd.

l. At 1013, the Issue <AC who had reportea an station to the sn CU,
reported tnat t.ae weather would not allow fighter employuent at taat
time, oui t.at a2 woulu advisa 1if situation L.proved.

e 4t 1017, C Co received sniper fire from vhe left ilan< and .ianeuverec
to orin, Jire on wuat area. This sniper iire continued unvil appiox-
imavely 1035.
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" neAb 101;5 the ?hth ARVN Co, workmg in tae nortoern Bo’iaﬁoigwaaport-

" ed contact. The 2/22 Bn 0 ordered that A Co, working with the 7Lth

ARVii Co, support their contact as coordinaied oy tie AdVi airborne

Zn CO. de also requested that the 1st 3de X0, in thne vicinity of tue
C Co contact in a C&C helicopter, provide helicopter Gul support to
the Airborne CU. This request was granted.

0. At 1057, C Co requested a routine dustoff for z fM. Dustoff was
completed at 1131 by Dustoff T1.

Pe At 111k, LFT (Diamondhead 36) spoited enery moving 50 eters in
front of ¢ Co. Flaced mini-gun fire on enemy as C Co continued to
maneuver in the area.

ge At 1125, ihe weather situation staried improving. 7The Bn CO re-
quested that a flame bath be provided. Previous requests had been
defered due to weather.

r. 4t 1135 C Co reported tnat they were in the initial bunker com-
plex and tha.t the bunker had been booby-tra.ped witn a GHI-CQu gren-
ade, which tney nad destroyed.

S. A4t 1205, riame bath repoiteu on station (Iivule dear 700).%he
location for drop, approximately 70 meters in froail of the advanc-
ing troops, was marked by uFI and Bn CJ. It is noted that tne flane
gas aropped from tree-top level as apposed to the usual 1uu0-1500
get altitude, thus allowing pin-point accuracy in close proximity
to the troops. The flame was inserted at 1215.

t. Ab 1222, C3 ship reported on station with two sticks of Jo,
(Litsle Bear 275), This was placed to tune norta of tae contact ’and
prevailing winds blew it across the enery withdrawal route. Une
sticc oid not ignite; therefore, the artillery B0 placed arty on the
area, igniting the GS.

u. At 1234, the seconu flame bath ship(is 706) reportea on station
and, at 1250 was again inserted approximaiely 50 ieters in front of
tne advanc:.n&, troops using low level techniques.

v. At 1235, € Co reporteu a sniper being engagea with .50 Cal rire
and at 1242, reported 4K and APG fire. wmaneuver continued.

We At 1247, ¢ Co reported one APC nit by AsG fire. The irack re-
quired evacuation. Both the uriver and the gunner were wounued. The
Bn CU directed C Co to withdraw to the 34 to allow heavy artiliery to
be placed into tane contact.

X. 4t 1303, the 7/11 arty Bn U, flying low lavel on 3Ua, reporced
eleven ene.y oodies in une eneny position.

y. At 1306, G Co requested a priority wustoff for 5 &, the result
of the RPG hlt, on tne A”C. Dustoff (71) complste at 1330.

z. 4t 1317, L3 706 reported with the ‘&hﬁa ileme patn which was in-
serted at 1326 to support tne withdrawal,

aa. Heavy Artil.ery was placed in the area oI contact by ariy.

1T

bb. 4t 1400, ¢ Co reporied receiving mortar and .« G rire. The AaVa
Alrvorne Co Jo:med ¢ Co in their new position to rear oi contact area.
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T T Yeather indicated that an air st@ike might be possible «and:dhe.s ... -
’ was requested. .

cc. At 1434, the 7/11 Arty 3n OO0 reported 5 additional enemy
dead dressed in NVE uniform,.

dde At 1436, Issue Fac reported on station.
ee. At 1442, 7/11 Arty Bn GO reported 9 additional NVA bodies.

ff. At 148, C Co, while moving back in area with ARV Airborne, re-
ported receiving APG and small aris fire. One APC was hit and tne
ammunition exploded. The Bn CO directed, at 1503, that campany €
withdraw approximately 40O meters to allow air strikee Bn arty KiO
placed 8" round on burning APC to assist in quick burn off of ammo.
Track exploded. °

gg.At 1548, C Co requested dustoff for 5 EM. Dustorff completed at
1642,

hh., At 1556, the withdrawal, having been completed, Issue 12 FAC
directed an air strike into the area of contact. Strike complete at
1630.

ii. At 1055, C Co,while again moving into arsa of contact, reported

movenment to the left flank and then reported tnat a POW had besen cap-
tTured.
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Jjj. At 1659, POW reported that wun enemy force, estimated at a re-
inforced company was trying to slip a platoon around tane left flank
of C Co. POV evaced at 1726. C Co shiftec direction of moveuent to
react to information. They and their counterparts moved into the area
and maneuvered forward. The formation used was as follows:

“ s
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3PC PC FC 1 PC PC £C 2PC FC PC :
=3 =,
PC PC Cosimand PC PC

2
aKe artililery was caw.ed by the 3n Arty LNO moving it forward of the
maneuvering troops. adjustment was made at small intervals into the
friendly location unitil dead shrapnel started to fail just forward of
their position and then was moved in 50 meter intervals iorward with
the Igogrement. llegative contact was made, and the operation terminated
at 1315.

11. Results:
as Ud losses
15 U3 WIA
be snemy losses
(1) 26 &VA KIa (Body count)
(2) 1 WVa POW

o i)
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Artillery fired: 2, 3561 rounds

Analysis: The three day Cease Fire, effective 8 3Sept
cluded followup operations.
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OVERLAY 1

SiToATioN AT O%iMH, SEE PRRA [0 D, NAREATIVE

ENEMY  AUTOMaTe wERFONT  Any Ak Fies BRECEWVED
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OVERLAY 2

Syruatier) AT APECSY L OATELY - 0925 . SEE PARA
0§ ,NARRATIE , ENEmY AUTD MATIC
a0 RPE FIRE REPOETED . FiRE CEASED AT 044

24 LET o <tATION AT 09q= MOVEMENT ConTivueDd
Toewhed UNTIL 1ooq, AeTy Fiees PLACED 1N Acc
50  PaeAs |Oh-1 nnAeeaTive
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AT 10, SnibeeR Fige RECEIVED FeoH LERT A 3“mcaoe; ¢
Comm em:e:o MOVEMEnY o  WEPeRT . Bus'rw cmem m- cosv- Lf

PEPORTEC MOVEMEWT AT 1114, MOVEMENnT roEwm CONTAL
kT n»s ) |37 RuMwER ﬁ!&e—,‘f-‘s ReEACHCD , FLAME BAT™ RLACEC -

\215 quo 1250 . CS EMPLAced AT U222, AT 1235 Ak Ao
RPe FiRe Refoetep. PARA 10 M~ W NARZATIVE  Comphn.
q+

WITHORED T APProx LINE XBAy TO ALLow HEAVY
FRTiLLely "B A PLACED N CONTACT ARERA
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oNeERLAY 4

Comp&nw AGAIw Moven v AEW, AT “408,. REFOLTEY
moetae  And €°P6 FIRE. AT U4F AP (Q)wm hir by £

ALow AR S‘renﬁg NQ STEIRE cOmpLETE A 1630
RALA X = Ak nAEEATWVE .
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