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1. . The :tol.l.owing AnImal SUpplement to Unit Histor,r is subi:dtted.in 
accordance l1i'Gh AR 670-5 ... pal'a 61. 

2. Reporting un:!. t: lst Battalion. (!~echani::.-.ee) 5th Intantlj'. 

3. ReportiDg ;>eriodt 1 Jall'.lCL...,. 1968 t."'lX':)ur;.lt 31 :CScer.ber ]J6B. 

h. Coram.and!ng omeara during reporting per...od: 

a. 2 JanuaI71963 - 26 Fabru.ary 1968 

. - b. - 28· Februa:t'7 1963 - 21 June 1968 
.".f 
',.l: 

c. 27 .June 1968 ~ 29 October 1..968 .. LTC AndreW' H~ J:nd.erson 
." 

. d. 29 Octooor 1963 - 3l October 19613 - MAJ P.obert D.Wood 

e. .:n. October 1968 - present 
"' ~ '; 
-" • ·-'L" ,-

~ . ~ . . 

• -'t,' 

. \.~ 

5. The :tollotdn;,! is a narrative description ot t..~s unit's activities ... - . ' 
accomplishments and. major aclrl.ellel:!ents: 

< • 

'. !..:: .~ 

The first or the :lear found the tf30hcatsR operat.ing in the Tq Ninh. 
area. Jazma...-;r 'W'~ 3. r:-onth or ver:/ 8catte...""8d action with DO major battl.es. 
Q)mpanies A. and 3 of the lst :Bn (M) 5th Inf ",,-ers opcom:n to the 2nd In, 
.3Q.th ..Ar.a.or the enti.re ::rnnth ..nile the rema5 nder of tJ-..e batt.alion 'i'Orked. 
moat of the per.iod nth two companies from the 3m 311, 22nd 'tnf'. ~e 
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natu:re or the 'lrBobClats t" i'u.nctiun withL"1 the ovarall strat3S1, of the 
25th Inf'antr.:r DLvisicn recr.nrad it to remain fie.:d.:lle. Attached. to the ' 
1-5 T8.3k: Forca. n~"'" Vinh E~, the battalion was responsi. bla £or sa&""'Ch 
and destroy operations in the ifilitar.r Cap1.to1 Diat.rlct. Beginning, _,' 
22 Jam:;:a.r<J 1968, ,tor tba reaa.inder of th$ month operating 1ll and around: . ," 
TIilI'.tI1Dh, the aBobcats ll were cl.assifie4 as a 1liTision Reaetion Force. 
Light action in January accounted for 3 va killed on the morning of t.~ 
16th and 3 va POWta taten on 21 Januar,y 1968 .. 

FEaRHAR'! 
'" .. .~: '. ::~-;. 

J'ebruar.r proved to be' far =ore action loaded for the battalion than t.'le 
previOWl month. Invc.lved thro~':Iout the month in part of a _ajor allied 
pJ.an .k::now'1l as Operation Ye1.lowstone, the lst of the 5Ut killed 99, CO?ll­
lIl1lIlists in scattered mir.or action and several heav;r contacts. E".mctio,.,';ng 
as a battali~ minus its Alpha and Charlie Companies which were OPCON3D 
to the 2/J4th Al::1:tor". react<i .. i'g for TtJil?iinh, escorting COrnT".JjS to Eoc :10!l 
and securing Engineers 8.ccountad for much ot the battalion's miSsions 
d.ur'-D.$ Feoruar;r.' Deg!noing the lJt.t1. of 'le'uru.ar:J, I'.:>wever" relatively 
heavy contact '07 Companias A and .J aear Hoc :t!an accounted tor 65 en~ 
dead, 96 bur.ker8' destl'07ed cmd 4,600 poands of rice cs;>tured. The ~a3i; 
tour days' or the month saw another 32 ~ k:i.lled and 143 bunkers destroyed. 

" 

'lh.B battal:i.On eontiiiued to be involved in Operation Yellow tone iIi Mare14 
.Dtz.ringtlarch:,the battalion's ~hasis was placed pr'~arll:r tin reconn.;!s­
sance-i!l-1'orce operations in the aai:n;r TOwers area... APos and I,Pls 'tiers 
also an important part 'of the overall ntrategy against the ensmy •. Charlls 
ca:npan;y conti:lUed to be CPCC:aJ) to the 2/34til till"C)wjhout t..'ls e:lti...""e month 
While Compan;;r A of the 2/34thll in tu.rn, came under the control. of the 

'1/S (x) dnrlng the last 1reek of March to aid ill Rome Plo·" securitY'. On' 
:3 ilarch 1968 until. 9 March 1963, constant cant.aot resulted in 4l. ensmy . 
dead" ~O.3 bllfl.kers dastN;red and 222 R.':lIQ-2 'r.;)1mds and 71 :J.PtJ-7 rounds ' 
captured. Dur.in.g the last, ioleek of the JII.Onth, 3) tunnels and a hospital 
cam;plu 11'91"8 destroyed w:dle 942 bags at rice :rere :,rielded from ona ", 
large cache .. 

APRIL /:" 
'." ~;'.!~ 

April vas a month or llght contact :iJr the 1t30';:)cats"., Tr.-."'.) ai:mob:Ue 
assanl.ts b,. ~adas J, and n had negat.i7e contact. Operat.ing ill the 
Hoc Xon and P..aizlir Towers regions near Saigon, daylight reconnaissance 
:d.ssioll8 and nightly- a'.1bTlsh patrols were emplo;;ad to try-and pu.t the 
enemy oit balance. On April. 6th, such a reeonnaissance :m:i.ssiOll unCOY-
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ered 5S bunkerS, and later 'a. va classroom. ill a Bllddist temple. In the 
war against sickness, ~-iedcaps were condacted OIl 4. Apcl 19651 in the 
vill.age.s of lip :lev- and Ap Go. In a successful night anbush,' Alpha, 
Comparl'Y' engaged 7: '10 1d lUng 5 with al!V'illOre }£i.nes and snall ar.ms .fire. 
On the ~2nd of the :!:X)nth, a si!nilar action occured when 3r:...vo Company, ' 
kUled 3 ena:l3' 1rt. an _usb. 4Jrll also e8lf Operation Quyet. Thang when" 
the nBobcats lt lien credited nth kil1ing 1 VC du:r.ing a runn.ing battle 
along the Saig~n River. lhe action took pl.a-::e w.hil.e the "J30bcatall were 
neeping through woods md rice paddies. 

" 

~I 
;ttl 
'J", 

Heavy .lighting contr;;ted ~ against the' .i'1r:st .four .::lOIltM of the year. 
Two batt.alions of the 5th Regiment lost at least .34 dead when they 
l.amched a rocket" mrirtar and gr.Jund attack on the night laager site 
of Company of tlut lstJ3n (X) 5th Inf, 15 KIn norJleaat o£ en Chi in 
the Bo.Bo Woods. ' 

JUNE 
,4 

", 'June undoubteuty g~e the 1t3obcats lf the tY$e of dnty the:r so earnestly 
desarred attar the he27j" fighting of Hay. The :,attilion Ben-ad as a 
reactlonaJ.7' force for Ton Son Nhut Air ilase. The operation consisted 
l.ar:aly of aubusil patrols each night a:1d cond;:J.:Cti:l.g :L~ec.t.io.n.s in 
conjunction. with the' National Police daring ths da:r. !he }tech unit 
fTustained se~ cas-Ilalties for the month oJ: June and. had a. negative 
boa;, count. :) 

", ",' , . ;I' 

.. ,;, ,'/ 
. '~: 

The BlajO~ portion"o.f' July' was mer::llY a repet:!. ti!'>n at ths pre'1':'ous ::x;,nth. 
the battalion contimled to operate close to !o:l. Son tl!lut, providi.'"lZ 
seem ty and acting as a reactiou8l'7 force tor the huge comp~a:x:., Again. 
work with tha Uational. Police vas frequen.t a."ld. a.t:bush patrols nel'8 
~ndu.cted nig.ltt.ly. COqlany -t made on.e Eagle Flight into a cold LZ a..'"ld : 
made no contact du.r.ing tile operation.. Occasional. mi~si.on.s requi.:-ed 
elenenta to e3court convoys to the floo Men Br.:tdge. Near the emi of 
the mnt:l t,.'1e batt-ilion began operations near T.ar llinh at the "Rock 
Cruahar". 

,. 
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AIlguat opened ldth the battalion operating near Tq Ninh. Atter a w~' 
o~ operations in tbis are~ the entire battalion .Dk)ved into Da:r Tieng 
Baae- Camp. Reconnaissanee-L"'l-force missions, ambush patrols a:td sec~"'"ing 
vital. supply' routes were all a part of operations to find,' contain and 
dastro;r the anal\?'. \A.long l'U.u'"¥lred enemy' Rthird ofi'ensive lf materialized 
in the m:l&ne of August when in several fiercel.y .tought battles, the 
battalion k1ll.ed 29S ot' the enemy'. On the 18th oJ: the month, the COlll­
b:ined elements of tb.ebattalion killed 42 o-r me eneq in a c::lq-lons 
battJ.e in which elemelJ.ts utillzed strategy and quick maneuverL."lg to 
obtain vlctor.r. Most of the heavy action began with the incident l:1en­

tioned aboTe and laated, four da;rs Wltll AugU.3t 22nd. On t..'1.a 21st, 
Compal3j1 C 1dll.ed 182 in a one and ona-hal£ hour long battle L"l the Ben 
Cui Robber Plantation attar rtmni.ng headlong into a. regimental lWA. 
ambu:3h. 11ear the end, of the mnth it appeared that most of the la..-ge 
enem;r forces llad relocated as little action occured. 

Septemberseet:led to; be a continuation or the i'ighti.'lg of AilgU.3t. In 
:tonr separate attacks on compa..11 night laagers at t.'te village of :Ben 
Cui III on Septembe7." 11" 16" .17" and 20. Each attack see:1ed to be 

, : more fierce t.i.an previously.' A. mortar attack .folioved by a ht:i!l1an wavg 
vas the 8traf;e..,~ of, the communists. The bod;[ count totaled 256 liV A 

. in these four separate battles. The "Battle of Ben Guilt beca:::e a'll'1lll 
'known pherumenon throu~out the Dirlsion. The II :Field Force Ccmm.3:lder, 
. L'r General. Eer.d.ns expressed his gratitude to 't.qe "Bobcats" in a latter 
to LM Anderson, the Battalion Con:.\71anding O.llicen 

"!he lSt of the 5th is the f1ghtingest damn battalion in the 
,n Field Forcel That llI'J.St. m.ake ab~ut 900 bod;{ count sines the .first 
or August, about one-third of our total output. The enem;y hasult 
learned that they just can't rool with that oat...."'it .. n 

OCT03~ 

October found the lst :an (}f) 5th In.! in. Dau l'ia."lg" tiL th the p:ri.m.ary 
mission of providi.."lg secu...-i't7 for ro!le plow. :Io :aajor engagSllenta 
were recordsd dari.n& the month. 

" ' 
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50Tember found the lst of the Sth Mach in Dau xtsng ~. the ra:LV 
season. The month was spent prhlar:ilJ' as seCurity- :for the .rome plows. 
There. ~ DO m~or engagements during the month. 

DEa~ER 

\ ~ 

December found the "B~bcats" in s8\t'eral scattered actions 'When the:r t'lOVed 
into- the Trtmg Lap area. Da.ri.ng the period a December to 23 December 1968,. 
the l.st Dn (Heeh) 5th Tnt engaged the enemy in saveral !1e:ree~ fought 
battJ.es and distinguished itself by sound!.7 defeating the &nEDT in each 
enga..,."'E!t1ent. This was-,s w--sek mar~ed by hear.f fig.'lt-ing in "Which 56 enemj 
were killed during operations in the RoBo Woods. 

" \ 
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