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1. The followlnc Annuel Snpnlanenn to Onlt History is S’am&*ted in
accordance with R 670=5, para 61,

2., Reporting unit: + Batidlion (Mechanized) S5th Infantry.

3« Eeoortlna wmd: 1 Jamary 1968 through 31 Dececber 1908

h; mmaad:}.n‘, Qﬁ.‘ine*s durina reporting period: ’ _
a. 2 Jmaz'y BGG - 28 February 1963 - LTC Fenr:r Murphy Jr.

h, 28 February 3.963 -27 Juwe 1963~ LIC Thomas C. Todge
 ce 27 June 1963 - 29 October 1968 - LTC Am}rsw B. mderson’
4. 29 Octover 1963 - X October 1963 = AT Pobert D, Woad
e. 1 Gctoheri 1963 - present . - LIC ¥illiem E. Kle:m ;
Se. fcl!mdng is a narraiive deseripiion of this wdt's activz.h.es, o

acccmnlisiments and major achlsvenents:
J LUARL

The firat of the year found the "3obcats™ operating in the Tay ¥ina

area, Jamary was a :onth of very scattered action with no major battles,
Companies A and 3 of the 1st Bn (M) 5th Inf were OPCONZD to the 2nd 3n,
Aith Armor the entire ronth while the remainder of the batialion worked
most of the period wlih two compardes from the 3rd Bn, 22nd Inf. fthe
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25th Infantry Division required it to remain flexidls. Attached o the
1-5 Task Forca nsar Vinh Janh, the badtalion was responsibla for ssarch

SN v e LTt

and destroy operations in the Milltary Capitol District. Beginming & . @
22 January 1968, for t:e reaainder of the month operating in and around '

Tay Ninh, the "Bobcats® wera classified as a Divlsion Reaction Ferce.
Light action in Jamiary accomnted for 3 V0 killed on the morming of the
16th and 3 VG POW's taken on 21 Jasuary 1968, ,

EE . R P

FEBRUARY

.. A »
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February proved to be far mors action lsaded for the batialion than the
previous month, Invslved throughout the moanth in part of a major allied
plan known as Operation 7ellowstons, the 1lst of the Sth kiiled 99 com~
munists in scattered minor action and several heavy contacts. Functioning
as a battalidh minus its Alpha and Charlie Companies which weres OPCONED

to the 2/34th Armor,: reaciing for Tay Hinh, escoriing convoys te Foc Hon
and sscurinz Enginesdrs accouabed for mch of the battalion's migsions
during February., Bsgzglinning the 13th of Yeoruary, however, relatively
heavy contact by Companiss A and 3 near Eoc Han accountad for 65 enemy

- dead, 96 burkers destroyed amd 4,500 pounds of rice captured, The lasi
~ four days of the month saw another 32 enemy killed and 143 bunkers destroyad.

i

0 MmReR

i’hb batbalion contimued to be involved‘ikc}peratimi Ielloastoné in Eiarc‘z,

. During Harch’ the battalion's emphasis was placed primarily on recomnais-

sance=in~force operations in the Rainy Towers area. AP8s and LP's were.
also an Important part of the overall stratezy against the ensmy. . Chariis

o Company contiaved o be CPCUIED to the 2/34th throughout the eatire month

W#hile Company A of the 2/24th, in turn, came under the control of the

. 1/5 (M) during the last week of March to ald in Rome Plow security, On° . -

3 Harch 1963 uatil 9 March 1963, constant contact resulted in 41 ensmy - - -

dead, 103 bunkers dastroyed and 222 RPG=2 rounds and 71 3PCe7 rounds

captured. During the last week of the month, 30 tunnels and a hospital : B o

complax wers destroyed while 942 bags of rice were yislded Zrom one
large cache. - - :

e
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Zoril was a month of 1izht contact for the Mobcats?, Two airobile
assanlts by Comparies A and B had negative contact., Operaiing in the
Hoc Mon and Rainy Towers regions near Saigon, daylight reconnaissance

“mdssions and nightly abush patrols werse employed %o try and put the

snemy oif balance. On Aipril 6th, such a reconnalssance mission uncove

ey, %
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ered 55 bm:'xar; and latér a vC éléﬂemoi in a Buddist témple; In the - :_.,f". -

war against sicknass, Hedcaps were conducted on L Zpril 1968 in the
villazes of %o Tgy amd Ap Go. In a successful night ambush, Aldha

Company engaged 7.7C killing 5 with Claymore lines and small amms fire.

Cn the 22nd of the month, a similar actlon occured when 3ravo Company . e
killed 3 enemy in an ambush, Aril also saw Operabion Quyet Thang when -

the "Bobecats™ wers credited with killing 7 VC during & running battle
along the Saigon River. Ihe action took place while the "Bobcats® were
sweeping through woods and rice paddies. ) ‘
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Hoavy Pighting contrasted Ay against the first four nonths of the year.

- Two battalions of the 5:ih Regimen’ lost at least 34 dead when they

‘lamnched a rocket, mortar and ground atback on the night laager site
of Company of the lst Ba (M) Sth Inf, 15 Km noriheast of Cu Chi in
the Hodo Woods. - ,

JUNE

" “'June wndoubbedly gave the "3obcatst the type of duty they so earnestly

deserved aftor the heawy fightinz of May. The dattalion served as a
reactlonary force for Ton Sen ¥hut Air 3ase. The operaiion consisted
largely of ambush patrols each night and conducting inspections in
conjunction with the Nationmal Policz ¢daring ths day. Ths Mech unit
sustained zero casuzliles for the month of June and had a negative
body counte ;0 iE - S STt
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The battalion contlauad to operate close to Ton Son Hhut, providing
securily and acting as a reactlonary force for the huge complex. Again,
work with tha jlational Polica was frequent and ambush pabrols were

conducted nightly, Compay A made cne Sagle Flight inte a cold 1Z and = -

made no contact during the operation. Occasional missions required
elenents to ezcourt comvoys to the Hoo Mom Bridge. Hear the end of
the montiy the dattalion began operations near Ty JHnh at the "Rock
Cmshar“. :
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 The major portlon of July was meraly a repetiiion of ths previo 5 Zonth .
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August opemed ti.th the battalion onaratmg near Tay Ninh, .éf”ter a «eek | . :
of operations in this ares, the entire battalion moved into Day Tisng - ..

Base Camp. Recomnalssance-in-force mlssions, ambush patrols and securing
vital gupply routes were all a part of operaticas to find, conbtaln ard
destroy the enemy., A long rumored enemy Rthird offensivs” materialized
in the middle of Mngust when in several fiercely fought batiles, ths
battalion killed 295 of the enemy. On the 13th of the month, the con=
bined elements of the battalion killed 42 of the enemy in a day-lonz
battle in which elements utillzed strategy and quick maneuvering to
obtain victory. Most of the heavy actlon began with the incident men-

tloned above and lasted four days until Aogust 22nd., On the 2lst,

Campay C killed 182 in 2 one and ons-half hour long battle in the Ben

Cui Rubber Plantation after rumning headlong into a regimental VA

ambush, Near the end of the month it sppeared that most of the large

~enemy forces had relgcated as litile actlon occured.
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September aeemed to ba a continuaiion of the fizhting of Adgust. In
four gseparate atbacks on company night laagers at the village of Ben
Cul II¥ on September 11, 16, 17, and 20, Each attack seemed to be

- ‘more fierce than previously, A mortar attack followed dy a human wavs
. was the stratezy of.the communlsts. The vody count totaled 256 374
- 1in these four ssparate bhattles. The "Battle of Ben Cul¥ became a well
-, " known phenomenon throughout the Division. The II Field Force Ccmander,
. LT General. Kexwin; expressed his gratitude to the #Bobeats” in a latter
- to-LIC Anderson, the Battalion Commanding Officer: =

"Phé 1st of the 5tk is the fightingest damn battalion in tha

- IT Fleld Force! Thabt mist make about 900 body count sincs the first
- of Mgust, about oneethlrd of our totdl output. The enemy hasn't

lsarned that they just can't fool with that outfit.m

*

OCTe3=R

October found the Lst Bn (si) 5th Inf in Dau “‘ienm wlth the primxy
mlsgion of providing security for rome plows,. o major engagsments
were recordsd during the month,
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Novembar foumi the lst of t.he Sth Mech in Dauy Tleng dnzing the rairxy

season. The month was spent primarily as security for the rome plm,‘ L

Thare were no ma;}or enbagaments dur:l.ng the month,

DECDISER

December found the HBobcats® in several scazitcred actions whem they moved
into the Trung Lap area. During tie period J December to 13 December 19868,
the 1st Bn (Mech) 5tk Tnf engeged the enemy in several fisrcely fought
batiles and distinguished itself by soundly defeating the enemy in each
engagement., This was a week marked by heary fighting in uh:v'h 56 enemy

were killed during cperatlons in the }oBo !aioeds.
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, o o Bede GIZZD
S . 1LT, Inf ‘
: L Ass't Adjutant
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