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J.VDCSK ... S2 15 september 1969 

8UBJBOTI Combat Utei' Aation Intern.. ..po~ 

Off edt DC aa-I&l 
2gth IDt-~17 Diria10D 
.&ft'It DlTiel_ B18tori._ 
.&PO San J'rIDciece 9622S 

1. Ol'l_utionl SOout Pl.atocm, na. Platocm, md CCIIIp.".. C, lit Battalion 
(Kechmi .. d) 5th IDf'azrt.J.7, ISth Intantl"T DI:r1a1on, DO San Fr8llOiaco 96225. 

2. Datel 21121S to Zll.8OO .ID.p8t U6, 

3. Looation, rr $ijg19S, Map Vieta_, 1150,000 

4. Control ReUlaarteral Reaiq,uartera, 18t Battalion (Mechanized) 5th 
Intant17'. 

5. P8l'11Ol11 :1rlterv1Red.. See.t.nnu A 

6. Intern_. Ott1oerl OIIptain Itandal] L. Yeargan, 
lat. Batta110D (Keohad.sed) ,th Inf'antl'7. 

7. Task OrI .... tion. Soou' Platoon, n-. Platoon, and 00lQP8D7 a, 
let .atWl1. (JIeobaDlsed) Sth Intant17'_ 

8. SUpporUJ:t& rorc... s-S Seotion, 18t BattaUon (Mechani:aed) 5th Intlllltry, 
Battery 0, 1ft Batta:l.ioJ:1, 8th Art11l.er;r, Light ft1"e fa.., n Troop, 3rd 
Squadron, hth C...:ll7'. 11.S. j1r Iore8 rJlJ. 
9. BeckgroUDcl Intoaation, The Scout Platoon IIDd a Compan.y were engaged 
in Jnd:1 vidual reoonna1 .. mee-in-toroe Dlilaiona as part of tLe 1st an (M) 
5th Int masion of 8ecur1Dg Vletnau8a laUoD&1. Hi&b1rw 11 !rea X1' 700088 
to IT 1a4122S within tha 2d Brigade, I,th Intant!y D1rulon T8Otioal Area 
of BeapoD81.b1llty. At the time of the contact, a 0Gmpan;r had. oompleted. 
ita 1Il:lallon and. had. :retumed. to the Battalion lI'ire Support Bue Devin at 
IT 545180. 

10. Int8ll1g_oel au Chi DLBtrict Inte111genoe agena1alJ reported that 
0-15 va local force company had been working in the vicinity. On 19 August, 
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the AN/PPS-, Radar at F3B Devin had p1cked up a reading of 8 to 9 per8OJ1.l 
at If 559196. On 20 August, the radar recorded 2 to 3 persons at IT ,49159. 
Alao, on the night of 20 Ia1gust 1969, an Infrared detection mi88ion, flown 
for the 25th Infantry Divinon, dMected heavy em1sa10ns at IT ,;n82. 
Based on this infonnation, the Scout Platoon was aseigned 1ts rd..ion. 

U. Miasiona Beginning at 0600 hours on 21 August 1969, the Soout Platoon, 
with one Il8chaniBed fl._thrower attaahed .. oonduots a reoonnai .. anoe-1D­
toroe !rom 1'1' S04l92 to IT ,15l92 to IT .)23190 to If ,lU8S to r.r 537186 
to ,40180 and return to rs:a Devin. 

12. Concept of Operation and Executiont 

a. At approxiJrlatelT 0800 hours the Scout Platoon.. moving in a modified 
column romation.. disoovered four tun..lels along a hedgerow at n ~9192. 
Eaoh of the tU1lD8le showed signee of recent ooeupancy. because of their 
fresh camouflage and the dirt souffed into them from their entrances. '!'here 
was nothing in them, So they were deatroyed with 0-4 ohargee. Searching 
f'u.rther, a dB_ned house wi thin filly meten of the tunnel JM].ded a 200 
pound bag of polished rice, whioh was later Qst1"018<i. Because such a large 
&1IlOtmt of poll8hed rice is no t usual.l¥ found in a aimple tam dnl.ling, and 
nwer in a deserted one, the Scouts began their search in emeat, and spread 
on Una to approach the next hedgerow, approximately" :l)O meters to the north 
of the house. 

b. Aal;hey approached the hedgerow mountect. a aoout a.., an individual. 
in blue clothing and. oarr,ying a napon jUlll' up from a oonoeaJ.ed location 
in the high gr_. and run into the hedgerow. When this vas reported to 
L1' Ward, he ordered his tMo right nank panonnel oarriel'8 to mo.,. around 
the eastem edge of the hedgerow and atteq>t to engage the ind1Tid.ual. from 
the other aide. Thi ..... done quiokl1", and the .flaolc tAr lICk nported. that 
there ".. no 81gn ot the individual having _rgad f1'01Il the hedgelVW. 
L'f Ward then ordered the attached tlDe thrower to engage the htldge1"OW. 
When th1Jr was done, C1 indiviudal, in n ...... jumped froa a hole approx1Jaately 
fifteen _teN e.t of where the tim .an had cU.8appeared. and. rm into 
the rice paddy' to ita north, where the fiank track Jd.J.led hia with .SO 
oallber machine gun fire. 

o. At this point,. LT Ward was .are that thad were more than one 
individual involftd in the area, and ordered a cau.1aoua app1'Oach to the 
bumed area, lItd.ntainiDg hi. l'O'I1gh "Llt toraatiot'l. 1'110 _n dilJlDUnted 
from each trICk to approach the hedgerow on foot under the watoht'ul eyes 
of the APe Cl"lN8. One man recovered an AX-47 r.1.t'l.e from the hole which 
the bumed VC JuId ooeupied, and another va was founcl burned te death in 
hi. hole. .. the search progressed.. another man jumped trom the hedgerow 
to the west of the searchers, and ran into the d8nee vegetation near the 
stre_ add a hail of bullets from the overwatohing AP(Ps. 
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d. L'r Ward, apprehensive leat mont ot the enemy appear on hi. lett 
nank, pullAt4 his tmop. bllCk appro:dlt.teq .J,)O meters fro. the hedgerow 
with the APC's on line, and began reoonning by fire. He contacted Major 
Baker, the Battalion 3-3, advised him ot the situation and requested .su­
tee. in the search. Major Baker responded by requesting a aapa.1.a .trike 
to l"8DS01'e as much of the heclge1W8 as possible, and a light fire teE to 
scout the aNa betore IID1' fu.rother .tte.pta .t H&t'Oh vare Mde. He al80 
ordal'Wd 0 ConIpIlq', which .. at ,sa Dnin, aDd the raclndar of the £1 .. 
platoon (two _child ... n .. tlll .... ra) to proceed to the contaot ..... 
Wh1le _&it1ng reiDtoroaaent, the 24 aan scout element vu to place artillery 
tire into the hedgeIW. 

e. ,LT Ward. bea- adjusting artiller,r fire from Batter;y 0, lst Bn, 
8th Art1.ller;r on the I»dgerow, after first moving his platoon back until 
it 11'88 app1"'Oximatel,. SOO _tera tzooa it, in order to avoid the splash of 
his own aupportiDg tires. .u he did eo, he begm reeeirlng small ams 
fire from hiB lett nank, and turned tw of his APC' 8 in that direction 
to suppreu it Vith their .SO caliber m.achine guns. The ena. fire ceased, 
ho1f8Ver the scouts kept it under surveUance W1tU C COMpIl17 arrived to 
ueume the left nank of the formation. 

f. By the time Major Baker, Oaptain ~r.lDpr, the Battalion S-5, and 
the allDle trMb arri V8d on the scene, a. line of APe'. with e Compan;y on 
the left and the scouts on the right had ~en formed, with app1'Ox1lIa~ 
want7 tive aeteN between veMom. All veh10lea conNd the hedgel'Olr sao lIeters to their north. A flight ot two r-4 tighteN each &mecl with 
two napala md two sao pound high drag bOlibs reported on .tatton. Atter 
the artiUe17 tire had. been ahitted to the weat, the planea, contmUed. 
by a 2d Brigad.e Fol'Vard. Air Controller, began bombing th8 hedgerow. !be 
tiret plane d1'opped n .... al1ghtl7 otf target, and the •• cond plane dropped 
a sex> pound bomb. Whan tbe bOIIb exploded, • va aarged from • spider hole 
hiding poaition QOY8l"8d by a trap door 8pprox:l..utel.7 100 aetera in front 
of the l1na ot JPO'.. He ... engllged br several r.I.~ tam a CompID,y 
and killed.. 

g. lo11aving the airatrlke, a light tire teaa oonaut1ng of one LOR 
and one Cobra Ounahip reported on station. As the l1De of troops moved 
forward to .. arch the contact are., the LOB 81gllged one VO fle81ag north 
troll the hedpl'VV with ita 11-60 machine gun ancl kU]" h1II. ~pm:x:1m.tely 
fift7 _ters !rom the hedgerow, the personnel carriere vere h:1lted. vhUe 
the int_t17 oontinued forward to search the hedgerow on toot. At this 
time, despite intel"mittent supprw88ive fire 'being directed into the bush, 
a bul'8t ot • tiN •• placed on the advanaiDg C Ccapan:;r d1anounte. From. 
three ditterant spic:t.r holes, tllO between the fourth and fifth J.PC. s on 
the len. .fl.ank: CId one between the oarriezw and the troops, • fire and 
the lifting of trip door8 to thl"OW grenades alerted the company to IOOre 
underground VC. As these targets were being a.ttacked by hand grenades, 
a rocket propelled granade (RPG-2) was fired, destroying a personnel 
carrier on C Company's right flank, and in the oenter of the formation. 
One soldier on the APe had risen t.o throw a. taand grenade into a spider 
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hole when the conaussion knocked him from the track. As he fell, the 
grenade rolled free and. e:xplodcd, inflioting minor voWlds on C CornpAnyls 
forward observer and his radio-telephone operator. In the face of the 
RPG fire to the front and renewed automatic weapons fire from. the left 
as well as the exploding aIIIIIll.ll1.tion from the now burning APe, Major Baker 
ordered the tomatioD to wi thdr_ whil. the Cobra gunship of the light fire 
tea upended its rockets and 40mm grenades on the hedgerow. 

h. Before adY'mcd.ng on the hedgerow again, XI\1or Baker ordered the 
three fl... traoks fo1'V&1!'d. (the ortg;1.n~ had bean sent to FSB Dfi'1n, re­
t'uele4, and returned to the aoane of atlon). They spread. their tDngues 
of tire to tbooapu. _at ot the hedg..". ~ and. • good portion of the 
b.ah on. the right side of the objeotive. When the flames had died, once 
again the I18chanized troops advanced, this time taking the precaution of 
thrOwing grenades into each of the spider holes which had been discovered 
before while keeping a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire directed to 
their left flank. They met no further resistance as they policed up the 

battlefield. 

13. Resul tat 

a. U,S, !ossess 

2 U.S. WI! 
1 Mll3Al Personnel Carrierw/equipment destroyed. 

13 VC KIA (10 by ground troopSj 3 by air) 
5 Al-41 Rifles captured 
1 RPG-2 Launcher captured 
2 Pounds documents captured 
2 "'Pounds medical supplies captured 
1 ctiCam. field pack with 2 ve blue uniforms captured 
1 CBU destroyed 

200 Poli.nds rice destroyed 
15 Dunkers (II X 10 t) destroyed 
6 Spider holes (2 1 I 3' X 6') destroyed 

c. Unit strengt!l b;f Grade: 

(1) Scout Platoon: 

1 0-2 
1 E-6 
2 E-5 

10 E-4 
7 E-3 
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(2) C COmpany (Lass Mortar Platoon) I 

1 0-3 
2 0-2 
1 0-1 
1 E-6 
2 '&-7 
S E-6 

10 E-$ 
4.3 »-4 
17 E-3 
2 E-2 

(3) Flame Platoon, 

1 E-6 
2 E-5 
2 r~-4 
1 E-3 

d. Material t 

(1) Class If 

NONE 

(2) Class nIl 

Diesel - 485 gallons 

(3) Olass IV I 

.. 
15 September 1969 

21 MlJ.3Al Personnel Carriel'8 w/equipMDt 
18 M-16 Rinu 
8 M-19 Grenade Launohers 

15 M-60 Machine Gunl 
1 OH6A Helicopter 
1 Cobra Helicopter 
1 OV-lO Airoraft 
2 F-4 lighten 
6 }0.02 Hovi tura (10San) 
3 Mechanised nlae Thrwerl 

(4) CluS VI 

400 
4 
4 

400 
100 

GalloruJ, Napala 
Napalm Boiliu 
SOO pound High Drag Bomb s 
Rounds. Aerial, 40- Grenades 
Hand Grenades \ EBt) 
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14. Analysisr 

6,000 Roundli, , .. 56 Ammunition (F,st) 
4,000 Rounds, .SO Caliber kmtunition (Est) 
2,000 Rounds, 7.62 ~tion (Est) 

a, The radar sighting_, verified by the iniN-red emmil:'lBions, indicated 
the tl'l1e ta.rget. 

b. Because of their obv1oua17 superior ccm.oeal.ment, the Emell\Y foroe 
'IIIA7 IUmtr have been located it one of them had not been sighted bre*iDg 
cover. 

o. Entll'ly entrencl1Dl«lta gave them initially superior protection against 
eYen boJllb., artillery', rockets, And fire. If the veGetation had not been 
reduced by these .. ~ons, however, their locations may never hav-e bean made 
available to grenade and sm.all arms attack. 

d. The en8ll1;1 "L" shaped defenses were only overcome by constant 
firepower. 

e. The ana;, route of escape into the rice pa.dd.y was effectively 
sealed by helicopter gunships. 

.uALL L" YEAROMl 
c~ta1n, Armor 
Battalion Historian 




