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1. Name of Ope!'ation: li/A 
2. D:lte: 10-11 :ttarch 1969 
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18 April 1969 

3. Location: Vicinity Cau Khoi Rubber Pl!JIltation, 1:137742,). 
4. Control Headquarters: Headquarters, 25th Int3Jltry Division. 
S. Reporting Of'ticer. Commanding Of'ficer, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry. 
6. Task Organization. A TroOp, 3/4 Cav, '.1/2 Engr S~.reep Teams ::.ttached. 

Helicopter Troop organic to ~uadron. 
7. $u.pporting Forces I Artillery, Ta.c Air 
-9. Intelligence I Sec Annex B to OPORD J,,-69. 
9. Mission: A Troop '.las to establish a night defensive position South-
west of the large Can Khoi Rubber i:lantation on 10 Mar 69. At first light 
the following morning A TroOp had the mission to swop portions of the alter­
l'late sUPl:ly route a....,d upon completion conduct a RlF :1D. an assigned ,?ortlon 
of the Squadron AO. 

10. Concept of Operation: By ec.ploying three platoons in a night laager 
:(JOsition, A Troop com.a.nder provided himself with maximum security on a )600 
front. utilization of barb wire and R?G screen carried on the trac1<s, alODg 
\.lith trip flares and clQJllore m:ines, enabled the trOOp perimeter to not only 
increase its own defensive nosition but to serve as an added deterrent to 
any possible atta.cks. Bunkers vere dug 10-15 feet to the right of each vab­
icle and each position was equipped with a gro\Dld m01.D'lted }f)() or 50 caliber 
machine gun. To further enhance the possibilityof' detecting an approaching 
enEID;Y, organic radar, night vision scopes, the XM44E1 infrared device an 
Sheridan vehicles, and one LP per pla.toon were deplo;yed. In addition, stand­
ard Troop SOP provided ftJr at least one man a1/ake and maJUling a weapon/rad.1o 
in each vehicle. The attached forward observer plotted defensive artill817 
concentrations around the troop laager position. 

11. Executions At approximatel;y 2330 Hours, 10 14arch 1969, the third pl&­
toon LP, 150 meters from the'main bod;y, spotted a squad ot enemy soldiers 
:moving south from. the Can Khoi Rubber Plantation. 10 minut98 later, the 
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second platoon tp sighted lJJ to 50 personnel, also moving south, walking to­
vards the perimeter. At this time the troop comm:mder recalled his tp's, 
placed his COJllDand on 1~ alert, and ordered ma:x:1mum use ot aU night vis­
ion devices. The radar scan up until this time had given negative 1nd1ca.­
tions of an,. movement. Reports tran various sectors of the perimeter 1Dd1-
cated to the troop commander that he hod some 70 to 80 hostile personnel 
moving tOtlardS his !"osi tion. During the course ot events leading up to this 
time the troo, commander had ~rranged for ."t light fire team. from D Troop, 
the heliCOpter unit organic to the Squadron, nnd '!. spooky f'lare shi,. Satia­
fied th,l.t all -,las in readiness, the troop cOl'llil311der gave the order that upon 
the next sighting, ill elements were to open tire. At 2355 hours, a Sheridan 
in the third platoon tired Upon a group of advancing soldiers approximate17 
75 meters from the perimeter. At this time aU org-lIlic 'W93pons and cla;paore 
mines :-1ere utilized. Tho Spooq f'lareship subsequenU,. illuminated the COD­
tact area 'Which in turn vas saturated b.v the D Troop Gunship Teams. Artlll­
ery' blocking tires were utilized OIl the eastem portion ot the perimeter. 
The 8neDl)" 1:D.-oke contact at 0242 11 March, and duatotfs were accompli shed b7 
helicopters from the 25th Aviation Battaliolh A sweep of the contact area 
the next JllDrniDg reveoled 38 WA killed, 3 POW's, ntIDSrous automatic aDd 
aati-tank weapana, ~tion, and other enemy- equ:1.Pf1D8t1t. 3 US personnel 
were slight17 WOUDded f'rom aneD17 tire and all vere returned to- dut,.. 
12. Comments. By emplO)"iDg aU ava1lah1.e defensive meana the A TroOp'Cem­
m811der was able to detect and deteat a large enau;y torce that in etfect never 
had :m opporttmit,. to initiate their night- attack. Severtll instances occur­
red 'mere the RPG screeD8 took direct bits with no damage to vehicles, and 
the effect ot the alert IJ" s on the entire action can hardl,. be overemphasi­
zed. The results indicate what a security conscious and alert unit can acco­
mplish with m1rrl.mum casualities. 
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