


WRITE ON!

9 March 1972

Dear Mrs. Clark,

What has happened to the inierviewers and reporters

_on the Newsletter Staff?

‘We can all read articles by Navy men in official
publications such as those mentioned by ADM Gravely
in his article. We afe much more interested in something
written by a Navy wife about Navy people, Navy
problems, Navy projects and Navy life—and even about
-Navy life in the civilian community (ADM Zumwalt
pointed the way in his article.) I hope WIFELINE will
follow through with articles about seribus endeavors,
articles about amusing events and even interesting side-
lines.

WIFELINE Newsletter is beginning to look as
though CHINFO wrote it all

view!!
Lois Martin
Dayton, Ohio
LELEL LEL LIS ) LR T LY
April 3, 1972
Deoar Wives,

. May I offer my sincere thanks for your very helpful
booklet “Teg-Along to Ewrope.” 1 have just returned
from five months in the MED following the USS
INDEPENDENCE, and there was always room for this
booklet in my small suitcase. :

I would like to answer those questions including at
the end. of “Tag- Along” .and follow with my own
cormments.

DATES TRAVELED -- 9/27[71 until 2/25]72

MODE OF TRAVEL TO EUROPE — TWA 747

WITH CHILDREN? — No

MODE OF TRAVEL IN EUROQOPE -- car, ferries

CAR SOURCE? — VW purchased for pickup in
Germany

WHAT WAS THE WORST THING THAT HAPPENED

TO-YOU? — The hotel bartender in a German hotel (of.
good reputation) came to my single’ room at 4 am,

saying that. there was a _regulator in my room which

controlled hedt: for the entire hotel. And we had to. .
~ argue ‘about' it in German! I fnally identtfled him by
sending him -outside to stand outside my window, When =

1-saw who +he- was, 1 let him in and went to a_friend’s

" room to watt until the: “regulator” was flxed, Very o
scary. Important lesson: Thé room had no phone and * -

the. service"‘buttanywas not connected I never stayed in
a toom; il
IF YOU~
DESCRIBE "+

fdecided to- stay nearer the -fleet: landing in Faliron

..and that’s- the male

I INONE-BLACE FOR SOME TIME — - -
_ We. gpent; the- greatest length of time in-v.
" Athens. ‘The- port of Plraéus is-outside- the city and so,

Delta. We did stay in an area near the Congo Palace, the
Air Force Officers’ Club, which is called Glyfada. It was
convenient by Air Force shuttle bus to the fleet landing
and downtown Athens and close to the NCO and
officers’ clubs which welcomed wus heartily. Athens
became for us more than the heart of Greece — it meant
washing machines, an Américan movie, bowling and a
hambusger, when we needed a brief respite.

WHAT WOULD YQU DO DIFFERENTLY? — I would
pack more clothes on the ship -- three outfits after five
months is deadening to your ego. It is wise to also take
something dressy on the ship for in-port parties, holi-
days, or just for an occasional fling. I would send all my
unread books on the ship. Lots of reading time is
available in hotels at night. I would practice changing
tires! I would buy laundry detergent for hand washing
rather than taking cold water washes along. And 1 would
buy detergent in Europe, as I needed it. I would take
tights in place of several pairs of stockings.

MY OWN COMMENTS = It woiild be a gredt help if

‘you could include some information on locating the

fleet landing, the local military base or Navy Informa-
tion Office in major port cities. Why no slacks? We wore
nice looking pants outfits almost daily and were very
comfortable and usually appropriately dressed. Keep up
the good work. ““Tag-Along” was invaluable to us along
with our other guides to Europe.

" Mrs. Larry T, Guzy
Norfolk, Virginia
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OBSERVATIONS

by Esther Fisher

Did you know

..... That despite federal and local laws aimed at open-
ing housing to all people, there are still certain extra-
legal obstacles in the paths of minority members looking
for homes and apartments? In the Washington area,
some extremely helpful and exhaustive work has been
and is being undertaken by the Washington Center for
Metropolitan Studies, in co-operation with a number of

local agencies. The organizations are producing marvel-

ously informative ‘“Homeseekers’ Guides” of the metro-
politan area, with tips on what to do about discrimina-
tion—and complete, block-byblock rundowns of what
housing exists. On large, seven color street maps the
guides show locations of apartments, houses, town-
houses, shopping centers, schools, libraries, and recrea-
tion centers along with price or rent ranges, architectural
styles, ages, sizes and distances to key points, If you're
coming to the District of Columbia, you will appreciate
this information. If your present community doesn’t
have such information available, perhaps your club or
group will see that such assistance becomes available.
For copies of available guides for the Washington Metro-
politan Area (at $1.00 a copy, and less in bulk rates)
contact the Housing Desk, Washington Center for Metro-
politan Studies, 1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW.,,
Washington, D.C. 20036.

..... That the Navy Relief Society came to the aid of
the crew of the USS Enterprise just before last Christ-
mas? Operational commitments disrupted mail services
temporarily making it impossible to send checks or
money orders home for the heliday season. The Enter-

prise had been ordered into the Indian Ocean in connec-
tion with the India-Pakistan War and crew members
were to be out of touch with their families for a period
of time. To remedy the situation, a list of men wanting
to sent money to their dependents was prepared and
transmitted to Captain M. Vance Dawkins, Commander
Fleet Air Alameda, who was asked to help arrange loans
for the men. Captain Dawkins contacted Navy Relief
Officials and within twenty-four hours, $25,000 had
been transferred to the Navy Relief Society in San
Francisco, Checks were immediately prepared in the
amounts specified and money for local area residents
was hand delivered the same day.

..... That Rear Admiral F, Rauch, Jr., has been select-
ed as the Navy’s new OMBUDSMAN? As Head of
PERS-P (for personal) in the Bureau of Personnel,
RADM Rauch provides a point of contact within
BUPERS where all Navy people can turn with confi-
dence on matters concerning conditions of Naval Service
and personal affairs. The five divisions of PERS-P
address themselves to such problems as: working out
ways of making Navy life more attractive; providing
information and answering questions by teléphone and
mail from individuals and cominands; coordinating
career information publications; directing Navy Recrea-
tion Programs; and administering family assistance ser-
vices and benefits for Navy men and their dependents.
..... That the word “skylarking” was coined at sea to
express the fun enjoyed by young seamen who would
scramble to the topsails of warships and descend to the
decks by sliding down the backstays? It was a kind of
Follow-the-leader game that required guts and stamina,
but the “Old-timers” took a dim view of the goings-on.
They would grumble that the kids weren’t getting their
work done so that a man who wanted to get ahead in
the Navy didn’t go skylarking too often!o



