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. 'Ranch . Hands' Receive 
Presidentiaf'yr,it,'CitatiOf1,I 

BIEN' HOA',iB-:The 12th 'Special Operations Sq.' "Ranch 
Bands" recently received--th"e" Presidentlal- Unit Citat10n for their 
courage, airl!'ans~il!' e~~d<t ~~ ~'!rl!~k .. and', s'u.cce~sf~ accompli~b. '. 

men~:~ ~:~~g:lI:~l~~~~~, \'-coriirii~nder ,~o., \~;enth . AF, present~d 
the award during cerenlobies held on the Bien Boa fiightlfne. 

The citath;m accompanying' the -award, which covered the 
period A!,gusl.1966 !hrough JUJ>:'l967, read inp.an:_ 0,,_ . . -

"Durmg th.s period, members of tile' 121h. Special Operations 
Sq. repealedly encountered' extremely heavily, defended larget 
complexes w.hilen~ing.t"-very low ,Mtltude ud air speed re­
quired for .. succeSsful' accompl.lslnllenl of IIroper defoliallon. De· 
spite the coil.lanl ',personal dUger, .they ·.defoliated IIul jungle 
canopy which conceal~d. hostUe 'orces."-. '" : . .'. ;:" _: .',-. : .," . 

Also - during the ceremony, Generaf Brown presented the 
Bronze Star to U;Col. Arthur 11' .. McConnelL Jr., Ihe oulgoing com-
mander for the 191h- SOS. . ..... ' .. ' .. - .1" -.... . 

Lt. Col. Rex. K. S.loiler assumed. command of' the Ranch Hands. 


