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WINTER DRIVING TIPS 

A. GETTING READY 

Make sure your car is ready for winter before winter comes. The 
things you can do include: 

1. Tune up 

Get a thorough tune·up in the Fall. Use a light-weight multigrade oil, 
such as 5W/30. Have the coolant level checked on a regular basis and 
renew it every two years. 

2. Snow Tires 

Put your snow tires on before the first snowfall. You have a fair idea 
when to expect it, so why wait? 

3. Equipment 

Be prepared for the first snowfall by carrying a shovel, chains, wind­
shield washer, antifreeze, and, if you live in an area that has severe 
winter conditions, a couple of sandbags in the trunk. The sand can 
also be used to give traction on ice. 

4. Battery 

Make sure the battery is in good shape. Keep the battery terminals and 
leads clean and dry. A little petroleum jelly applied to the terminals 
will help stop the corrosion. 

5. Wi ndow Defroster 

If your car does not have a rear window defroster, consider having 
one installed. Even a small fan is better than nothing at all. 

6. Antifreeze 

Use gas line antifreeze in very cold weather. A build up of conden­
sation can freeze the gas line, so always keep your gas tank at least 
half full. A full tank is also extra protection if you are trapped in 
the snow. When it is below freezing, use a drop of ethylene glycol 
antifreeze (never alcohol or lock de-icer) in your tire valves when 
inflating tires. Moisture inside the air of the tire or air pump can 
freeze the valve open and cause slow leaking. 
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B. STARTING THE CAR 

1. Begin by cleaning ice and snow from all windows, all exterior lights, 
the hood and the roof; otherwise, snow can get into the engine com­
partments or window defroster vents and create problems. 

2. After you step into a cold car, it does not take long before the win­
dows are covered with condensation from your breath freezing on 
the windshield. Open a window right away to prevent this happening. 

3. Do not turn the defroster on until the engine is warmed up and your 
heater is blowing heat; this again will prevent the windsheild from 
fogging up. So turn the heater on first and then the defroster. It is 
better to wait a little and be sure, than risk driving blindly. 

4. Driving off as soon as you can is the fastest (and safest) way to warm 
up your engine. Consult your Owner's Manual for instructions on the 
warm up procedures for your car. Most cars are designed to start when 
cold by depressing the gas pedal just once before turning the key. 
Additional depressing may flood the engine which wastes gas and 
makes the engine very difficult to start. 

c. DRIVING TIPS 

1. Skidding 

What do you do if your car skids, and how do you get out of it? 
First, don't panic and don't hit the brakes. You can come out of a 

skid if you keep the front wheels pointed in the direction the car is 
supposed to go. 
Slow down or stop. Take your foot off the gas pedal smoothly, not 
too suddenly, or the car may start skidding again. Apply the brakes, 
maintaining a steady pressure and always in a straight line. If you 
brake while turning, you will lock the front wheels, causing you to 
slide. 

When dropping down through the gears in order to stop on a slippery 
surface, move the selector to 2 and then 1. Don't go directly into the 
low gear, as this sudden movement could cause you to lose control. If 
this does happen,shift back into "Drive" and this should bring you 
under control again. Keep a safe distance from the car ahead because 
if it starts to skid you should be able to stop safely without causing a 
collision. 

2. If You're Stuck 

If you get stuck, stay alert and follow these procedures: 

(a) Start digging the snow away from all the wheels with a shovel, 
(you should always have one in the trunk). 
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b) Position traction pads or old carpeting under the drive wheels (even 
scraps of cardboard will do.) Make sure the front wheels are straight, 
then try moving ahead in low gear. 

c) If you do not have traction pads, spread sand or salt under the drive 
wheels. This will give them something to grip. 

d) Rock the car back and forth to give you enough momentum to get 
out. If your car is an automatic, brake when shifting from one gear to 
the other. Throwing the car quickly from reverse to drive and back 
again can damage your transmission. 

e) Drive off slowly and avoid spinning the tires. Spinning will compact 
the snow and the friction will turn the snow to ice. 

If you are really stuck, try to be as visible as possible. Put your emer­
gency flashers on. If you have flares or a warning light use them. Set 
up the flares and position the warning light on top of your car. Even 
tie a scarf to your aerial. 

3. Caught in a Snowstorm 

If you are caught in a snowstorm and it is not safe to continue driving-

a) Stay in the car. It is your best shelter. 
b) Run your engine for ten minutes every hour. You'll be warm 
while keeping your battery charged and conserving gas. 
c) Always keep a window partly open for air. 
d) Make sure that the exhaust pipe is kept free of snow at all times. 
Otherwise, deadly fumes can back up into the inside of your car. 

Other Tips 

1. If you park your car outside overnight, fasten a sheet of plastic or 
an old blanket to the outside of your windshield. In the morning you 
will be able to peel if off and the ice and snow with it. 

2. A block heater will reduce warm-up time and provide easier starting. 

3. If you have to drive through deep slush or puddles, you can get 
water on the brake drums and suddenly find you have no brakes at all. 
Pump your brakes gently while moving along; the heat will eventually 
dry them out and they will return to normal. 

4. If you are going on an extended trip, or using untravelled roads,tell 
someone where you are going and when you expect to arrive. Winter 
driving will take longer and can be dangerous. Give yourself more time 
to get to your desti nation. 

HAPPY and SAFE DRIVING 
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B1 QUYET LA1 XE AN TOAN TRONG MUA BONG 

Ban ci~ chua~ bi xe cu"a ban Cie'doi pho vdi thai tiel: lanh leo el'xu/nay trtloc 
khi 

l. 

2 • 

3 . 

II 

mua dong tbi. Nhl1ng ffieu- ban can chu i la- . 

Cho lam to~g tu-tri' ~ong cd va he tho~g oien, xang (thorough tune-up) xe 
cda bi!n trong mu-a thu: Nen du-ng'nh6't 10<1ng ~a-h~ng (light-weijlht multi­
grade oil), ti'nhu nhot 5W/30. Thudng xuyen kiem soat he thong nuele lam 
nguoi may (coolant) va thay the/ mioc na) hai nam mot lan-: 
., _',. ; "..'"..- - ' ... / - AI; 

Thai. banh tuyet vo trddc con tuyet ttau mua. Ban th~a biet khi nao tuyet 
xuong, the' thf can gi'Mi ? . 

1''"'' ,.~.~;-'... ",,,,,~ ; -:.... ..../ ..... _ _ .... - .-

Bi!n can chuan bl san sang ae 001 pho VOl tr~n tuyet oau mua bang cach 
mang theo trong'xe xen~ xuc, sich (l6i tOl), mJoc copha chat hoa hoc 
khong aong !fe'chili kieng gio, va - neu ban (l'mien kha lanh - vai baa cat 
trong thung xe. Cat se giup xe ban co them sac keo khoi tuyet trdn. 



4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Bi'nh dien can pha'i tot. Ban nhd 'chui cac coc bi'nh
r 

(terminal s) va giay 
coc bi'nh (leads)cho sach va khO. Thoa mot chut md bo' hoac va-del-lin 
vao cac dati C,?C binh rie>kh6i ri' xe't. 

Neu xe cu'a ban khong co he tho;;g aie:n lam cho cil: ki!~~g sau khoi mo- vi' 
mldc oong (defroster), thi'ban nen dat he thong nay. Mot cai quat nho' 
c ung tot hdn lii khong co g i '. . . ' .. 

Neu trai 19nh dudi kh6ng ~9, b~n nen nho mot giQt chat hoahoc khang dong 
ethylene glycol vao kim voi banh xe hlc ban bom xe (chLf'dLln-g du'ng con 
hoac lock de-icer la chat hoa hoc la-m tan <fa'd'O'kh01l). Khram'cua 
khong khi'trong banh xe co the'rlOng lai va lam hd'kim vOi, nen khong khi' 
thoa t ra ngoa i Moe. . 

",I -,Il ~ V" _ " .. 1 I' ",,' " 

Ne~ trOi that lanh thi <1ong xang xong ban phai che th~~ chat hoa hoc lam 
on~ dan xang kha'i cfong lanh (gas line antifreeze). Neul1hh~u hili xang 
boc len bj ttO'ng lanh cothE(thanh bang lam nghen ong dan xang, vrv~y 
iftln-g nen ae'thu-ng xang eu'a bi1n voi qua nLla. ~10t thu'ng xang da~y cung la­
mot ba'o aa'ffi them neu ban bi ket vi'trifi tuyet. ' 

Nf~' xe b~n bi "Htldt thf pha\ xu:~r1 :ra sao?, }rlldc' hit, ban }fung ho~ng 
hot ma ttap thang. Xe ban co the het tru~t neu ban gi~ hai' banh trudc 
thang' ve~htlOn'g ma- ban muon toi. ~. . 
Bang a'duang truong'ban gap nguy hiem ma ban muon xe tti cham lai 
hoae ngdng han if ? Ban hay tu'td-nhac chan'khoi can xang, ehb'adng nhac 
quii"' gap v;-lam nhil v$y xe ban co the' se l~i trdClt nila. Ban hay thafig 
xe, chan (f~p cho vung va luan lUDn giil~xe tien theo dUdng thang. Neu' 
tha'ng trong khi ban queo xe, thi- ban se khoa hai banh trude' va- xe ban 
setrddt. ',' . 
Khi ban xuong so- d~ 'ngLlri,g trE!n mpt Goan <fLlOfig trOn, thf ban xuong so' 2 
r61 56 '1. Ban <fung xuBng gap s5'thai,ngal' vi-vi~c xuong so~thii\h 1 fnh 
do'selam ban kh6ng dH;u khien duac ehiee xe nt/a. Neu stl viec xay ra 
nhu vila noi; thf ban hay sang 1 ai '50 'drive (la' so 'chay tdi v!11 toe Gc) 
nhanh) va' ban se lai aieu- khi!~n 'aUele chiec xe. ' 

B~n l}.aY vlliil~"!.~t kh~ang ~aChan ,toan,. 'vo,; xe.,ch~y_ t~LlOc.lTIa~.> net[ xe ~ang 
truOe bat [au quay, thi ban con co au th~l g10 va eho d'e ngllng 1 al an 
toa-n, tranh kho'; {fungo . 

Bat dau cho xe chay tLl-tJ-v.i tranh eho banh quay xuong (banh quay ma 
xe khong chuyen banh khong ehay). Ba'nh xe quay xuong lam tuyet bi 
don ep va trd'thanh ntldC da .. 

Neu xe ban bi ma~ ket tuyef, ban ean binh ti~h ~oi pho va lam theo 
cad chi"dan sau cfay ; 

a. La.; cai xeng ~ucjbao gj((ba~ eung,Phit c~eai xe'ng trong thung 
xe) va ~ao hot het tuyet phia trudc bon banh xe. 

b . .eat m9t,mie~~ de"! kio hoac mot mieng !~a'm,c~ d'dt10f b~nh keo" 
(hoae it mieng eactong eung aLlae). Can xet xem hal banh truoc 
co thang khong, rOl sang seY thap eho xe chay. 

c. Net! khong cO sarrtam dem keo, th;' ban co the'rac cat hoac 
mucli dUO'i banh keo. Lam riM yay lil gi([p banh xe eua ban co dii~m 
bau v;u (fe'keo xe tti to';. . 

d. £)~.day xe, cu'a ban, -.1u da'i tdl v~. lui -~de'x~p:; tro;.va chay;, 
Neu xe cua ban eo so tv dong, thl ban hay thang xe kh1 sang ~o: 
sang mau ttl" s6'lui (reverse) qua'so'ehay nhanh (drive) rei 
1 a i tro' 1 a iso' 1 u i co the'lam hu hop so' day 

12 



12. 

13. 

... ",.. ",I;. <-- .. .... 

Neu ban that bi ~et tuyet xe khong ch~y dtlQc mla, thi ban hay 1 am 
moi cach cho nglldi khac thay ban (lang can a116c 9iup ad ,- Ban cho iren 
khan tr~dng chOp chOp (emer~eney flashers), 'Neu ban co hoa chau 
(nares) hoik aen bao hieu (warning light) thf ban <fem ra sll'dung 
oi. Ban hay <Jot hoa chau, hoac cre'de'n bao hi€u t.ren nac xe. Cot 
mot cai khan a'cot an-ten xe cua ban cung hi mot dieu hay, . 

Neu b~n bi nan tuyet. b~n ph~ i : 

a, Cll 'd' trong xe, -Dc la' nd; tru an an toan nhat. 

b, Moi gi(n~i cho may ehay 10 phU't. N~ll the: ban vuil <fu' am a/p, 
vila xac binh xe cua ban, rna 1ai tiet kiem xang. 

c, LUGn 1uon mil'hecua kinh xe ae'co'khong kh(mai. 
A? " - ..... / " ,.c .. .,,, ... 1 

d. Cal). tha~,cTung bao, lJ,i,d ~e tuy:t ~it ~ 0 th~~t cua_. bo ,xe, "Neu 
khong can trong ~lem nay, hdl croc lam chet nguol co the ehay 
thoat ngllOc vao trong xe. ' ' 

Them it diem' nen chu y 

1. 

2, 

3. 

NeU ban (lau xe d'ngoai trili ban oem. ban nen lay mot tani" vai nhua 
plastic. h~ac dung m&t ,eai men cu de'che tam kiengaan-g trtldc', Sang 
ra, ban chi viEk gO-tam nay ra la' ban dathanh toan xong vin <Je­
ntl"c <ta' v Ii tuyet, 

11/ "t" ' -' .. A U AI'._ ... / 

Neu ban phai 1ai xe qua cac vung rttldc sau hoac tuyet day, nub1: co 
the' bavn' voio bo'thang va thi'nh 1 inh ban se thay thang khong con an 
nui. Trong trllilng hop do, ban hay <f~p th~ng nhe nhe may lan va cu-ae~ 
xe chay, sLlc' nong se'lam kh6ntldc vi thang se l~i an nhll thLldng. 

N~u ba~ lai,xe oi xa,hOac,..dtIn2,16 tr.:fnh van~ it xe co qua lai, blln, 
nen thong bao cho than hllu biet gid ban khdl hanh va- gio ban se de-n 
nai. Be:W nen nM'rang lai xe va"o mua <1o""g thudng ton thi gid-nhieu­
hiln va co'the'nguy hiem'. Ban ne'n eong them thai gi(fct€'la; xe <fen' 
ndi an toano '. 

De'may trong mua dong 

MQt eai may he thong lam ng~Qi nuOe (block heater) se lam giam thai 
gicr" lam eho may am 1ai va giup de may de-dang. 

Ban hay bat dau eao nude aa va quet tuyet noi cae ella kie~g xe, cae den 
xe, mu; xe va noc' xe. Neu khong lam nhu vay, tuyet e6 the' lot vo can may 
hoac cae du'diig ong l.im tan gia tuyet d'cac' clla kieng Vii gay ra rae ro'i. 

Sau khi ban vo ngc)i trong xe hdi dang lanh. thf chi' it phut sau lei hdi 
nlldc trong khong khi' ban thd'ra se trd'thanh <fong lam md'cac ella kinh. 
Ban nen xuong k i eng cLli( so' mqt phan <fe' tranh vu nay. 

Ban hay chO' ~ong cd xe c hay a~ da va may sLlii tho'; kh i' nang 1 am ani" xe da. 
rOl ban hay eho may/lam tan gicf 1qnh (defroster) ch~y. vf.lam nhll vay thi' 
kieng'gi6 dang trlldc khong bi mO: B~n nhe'hay v~n may sudi am xe trUDe, 
da, roi sau m6i van may lam tan gia 1anh, Chd'lau them mot chut de'chac 
chan an toan van lion 1 a' 1 ai xe rna k ieng mO' 1 am khong nh fn thay alldng. 

voi dai da so'cae loai xe, ve'mua lanh co thi!'(f€'may no'biing each dap 
can ga mot lan truoekhi du'ng chia kMa de'ma'y . .l)ap ga nhieu lan c«(the' 
lam may b; ngop xang, nhll the'la: phi' xing ma lam may kho de: 
Cho xe chay di ngay sau khi may no'la cach mau mhat (va an toan nhat) de' 
lam am tfong cil xe. Ban hay co; sach cam nang chi'dan ehu xe ve-caCh sll' 
dung xe de; bi et cac h 1 am am dOng cd xe cua ban. 

,/ "" 1 ~ ... 

CHUC BAN LAI XE vur VE VA AN TOAN 
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