


An introduction to social security 
Social security is an insurance program 
for workers and their families. It is ad­
ministered by the U.S. Social Security 
Administration. 

Social security pays monthly cash pay­
ments to workers and their families 
when the worker can no longer work 
because of retirement, disability, or 
death. 

To Qualify for social security pay­
ments, a worker must work for a certain 
number of years in ajob where social 
security taxes are taken out of his or her 
wages. Almost all workers in America 
have social security taxes taken out of 
their wages. 

If you work in ajob where you pay 
social security taxes, you and your family 
may Qualify for social security payments 
someday. 

Your social security card 
You and every member of your family 
must get a social security card. You must 
have a social security card to get ajob. 
You need a social security card to get 
medical assistance or other services you 
may Qualify for. 

You have to go to a social security of­
fice to get a social security card. Look in 
your city's telephone book to find the 
street address of the social security of­
fice. It is listed under Social Security Ad­
ministration. Or, if you have an Ameri­
can sponsor, ask him or her to take you 
to the office or tell you how to get there. 
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When you go to the social security of­
fice, please take the U.S. Immigration 
Form 1-94 and any other papers you 
were given when you entered the United 
States. You also could take any iden­
tification papers you have from your 
home country. 

Someone at the social security office 
will help you to fill out an application for 
a social security card. The person will ask 
you to give your name, your place of 
birth, your date of birth, your mother's 
name, your father's name, and the ad­
dress of the place where you are living 
now. The person also will ask you to sign 
your name on the application form. 

You will not get your social security 
card at the office. Your card will be 
mailed to you. 

Usually, you will receive your social 
security card in about 6 weeks. But, if 
you need your card sooner because you 
are trying to get a job, tell the person at 
the social security office. The person will 
arrange for your card to be mailed to you 
in about 7 to 10 days. 

The person at the social security office 
will give you a Form SSA-5028, Receipt 
for Application/or a Social Security Num­
ber. Show this paper to your boss if you 
get ajob before your social security card 
comes in the mail. Then, when you get 
your card, show it to your boss. 
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Your name and your social security 
number will be printed on your social 
security card. Your social security num­
ber is very important. You will have this 
number throughout your life. No one 
else can have the same number as you. 
Do not let anyone else use your social 
security number. 

If you work, your boss will need to see 
your social security number to report 
your wages to the Social Security Admin­
istration. The Social Sec.urity Adminis­
tration will need your number to keep a 
record of your wages. And, you will need 
to show your social security number to 
other U.S. Government agencies. 

You should always carry your social 
security card with you. You should al­
ways use your social security number 
and your name as they are printed on the 
card. Be sure to show your card to any­
one you work for. 

If you ever lose your social security 
card, go to the social security office 
again. Take your Immigration Form 1-94 
with you. Tell the people in the office 
that you lost your card. They will mail 
you a new card showing the same num­
ber and name that were on the first card. 

While you work 
When you work in ajob, your boss will 
take some money out of your wages to 
pay social security taxes. Your boss will 
take the same amount of taxes out of his 
or her own money. These taxes are sent 
to the U.S. Government and are used to 
make social security payments. 
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Each year, your boss will report your 
wages to the Social Security Administra­
tion. A record showing your name, your 
social security number, and the wages 
you earn will bf' kent at the Social 
Security Admir; ,..;Iration This record will 
be used to decide if you and your family 
qualify for social "ecurity payments in 
the future. 

Social security payments 
If you work long enough in ajob where 
social security taxes are taken out of 
your wages, you will qualify for social 
security retirement payments when you 
reach age 65. You can start getting retire­
ment payments when you reach age 62, 
but your payments would be smaller 
than the payments you would get at age 
65. 

If you become severely ill or injured or 
blind at any age, you may qualify for 
social security disability payments if you 
worked long enough in ajob where you 
paid social security taxes. To qualify for 
disability payments, you must be unable 
to work because you have a severe ill­
ness or injury that is expected to last for 
at least 12 months or to result in death. 

If a worker qualifies for retirement or 
disability payments, the worker's wife or 
husband and minor children may be able 
to get monthly payments, too. 

If you die after you have worked long 
enough in a job where you paid social 
security taxes, your widow or widower 
and minor children may qualify for social 
security survivors payments. 
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Remember, you cannot get social 
security payments just because you are 
65 years old or because you are too sick 
to work. Before you or your family can 
get any payments, you must work for a 
certain number of years in ajob where 
social security taxes are taken out of 
your wages. 

The people in the social security office 
can tell you how long you have to work 
to qualify for payments. They also can 
help you apply for monthly payments if 
you think you are eligible. 

Supplemental security income 
Supplemental security income is an 
assistance program for aged, blind, and 
disabled people who don't have much 
money. It also is administered by the 
U.S. Social Security Administration. 

Supplemental security income is 
usually called SSI. The SSI program 
makes monthly cash payments to people 
who qualify for them. SSI is not the same 
as social security. People may qualify for 
SSt payments even if they have never 
worked in ajob. 

To qualify for SSI, you must be 65 
years old or older, or you must be blind, 
or you must be disabled. Disabled means 
that you are unable to work because of a 
severe illness or injury that is expected 
to last at least 12 months or to result in 
death. You also must have very little 
money to qualify for SSI. You must have 
been lawfully admitted into the United 
Sta tes or admitted under color of law. 
And, you must live in the United States. 

If you have a child who is blind or 
severely ill or injured, he or she may 
qualify for SSI payments. 
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If you think you may qualify for SSI 
payments, you should go to a social ., 
security office. Look in your city's " 
telephone book to find the street address 
of the office. It is listed under Social 
Security Administration. 

When you go to the office, please take 
your U.S. Immigration Form 1-94and 
any other papers you were given when 
you entered the United States. You also 
should take any identification papers you 
have from your home country. 

The people in the social security office 
will help you to fill out an application for 
SSI payments. If you qualify, they will 
tell you when your payments will start 
and how you will get them. 

Medicare 
Medicare is a health insurance program 
for people who are 65 years old or older 
and for some disabled people. It is ad­
ministered by the U.S. Health Care Fi­
nancing Administration. Medicare helps 
to pay hospital and doctor bills and other 
medical expenses. 

To qualify for Medicare, you must be 
65 years old or older or you must be dis­
abled. You also must work for a certain 
num ber of years in a job where you pay 
social security taxes or you must qualify 
for social security payments. 

The people in the social security office 
can tell you more about Medicare. 
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An important message about changing 
your name 
If you ever chf!-nge_your name, you 
should tell the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. This is very im­
portant because you will need to get a 
new Immigration form showing your 
new name. 

When you get the Immigration form 
with your new name on it, take the form 
to the social security office and show it to 
the people there. They will arrange for 
you to get a new social security card 
showing your new name. 

For more information 
If you have questions about social 
security, SSI, or Medicare, go to a social 
security office. The people there will be 
glad whelp you. 
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1fu )Jl1u{N:Ut cimJ2T1JJ.:::l5C'10n1u.'5 )fiJJ • 
" 
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.. ,.~- " ~ 

i:'~'lCl;) llW 1'111 

~llJlU1J;1 ;'h';l:,i'!l"ll'lUl~. tlI:UJITILlt:'~)')1 i'1U~"1 

1),n:~J(ltn'lU: 'jU:';lJ'ilJt~lt!~ j'j;JI:', 1U ~L~l;:) "~1;J ~YJ: I 

ju', II'ltn'lUlIUlil"ltillCl' 1uiitll~)m.·1 ,'~'l'I:lI~lJ" ti1i:.;·1 

lI'IUdC1S1!'1UcI'lUb ,W: u\'lm:,1UlILl"U.lhl, 

n, 
1l'1UWJl~U)WlI'lU'lU 

JI'lm~;'J"ll")WU'H!'lU ,U1ull1']II'llJ1 rnnUI III 
~ 

~ ! ~ ~I 

Irk', d 'lj'If1:l'IUU ,,,.1: 1lI:)lItlll .II 11 I'ILI 

1'11Jr,"ln'l1JI~Jllmlr ulli 11111'I1I1t Ii I'ltIL;;''')W 1'JllI; "I 
~ , 

• ('l ~ \1 
II', U: ;YJ: ,111 !'jLl~l:UI::;JlU. ~,11: 

I I'ltJ , 1;')lJ;'lUU~1 LI.:): :I'It:';'~'lIl1' "It I'll I 

"lJJ~lU'RJ1I, 

Lll"~N:ltJU t:fl~:i1l(i!l'j1JL{'i'),,, i ,)WII'j V'jUt! t;I'IUC;~ 1") l'l~l'H I 

k: 11 Lrt) ,i];~~'lUU 00 (1IlI'ILltJ:J'llj'lmi:'IJJlUl"llJll:i. . 

, " 
Jl'JlJ I.B 'J(i3')ltllJr:lull6,~m Jnfl'lUI !teuuhiJu,I'1 ;3;:1SCln1l'llJ 

5')uJJl5uu Clum;'lutJduJ, m3J'l uUl'lurn'J LtJuulJUlinlnlCi 
~ 

; til 'U:JJClCln1u5'JUlJiMi. llI;)fl '~:1111lnuh i:';l'j m::.),) n'lU 
"'" f'\ .. "'_ ('l '" 

:JJClCln')lJ::l')lIJJ';l~;:)'lU'~'19::UlU'HJL5~I')n'ILI' u')w l'JUlII'llI'lU 

lit mJ-")Ul,ll'h 'J"~J..m9'). 

tI'\ nl .... I I -'I t 

:h lCl8UUl.::l1c1UIl jJnUfl'lUtJ JUi2SJU1'lU 

lrll~'lUm'lntJ Ju~Jn1JLsj w'luflJullJtmtilSjll'lu 

jUJnJ(jfilJ"F;,~s') u.:x 1J Ju.5tJ~'lmh:IJ'lIJtJ:5'J' til 
....-.. • • ... .... ... , ... "''1-1"'1 j 

UlJm ';l'lUlll'lUllD,). ylJijUJUlS;3');':l'ltlUUl~LUS 'JrY'm::n 

u'l'lum) ')lJmlJ')3UliJ~ 1 mu:..'s ')Ul'l U';l'l ni tun J(jf.iu "~' ') W~) 'J n. 
lU8'f"IU 1 urn; I j;JU1iJ~l ulu::~) ')\I;'lu~'lfli lun JC1; IU L::;:) L~19')UU 
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• 

11I.1lll: 'll n ,:'-im;jlltllU'H !;:r)l,,"il 

'~l'lU"'1 LI t 1 J J'J(, lUll. 

LIlI8 ;j 'J! u::;s j'iW!JJlClU 

: ~'l1;'IUU"l) ilf>J' rlDl lJJl5S 'PJCY":W1U.'5');:JJ. 
"! 

LL8::J ,;L9:J :,:nu Uk) lS;:JJfl'IULU')LLUJUiU']U'IU. 

1 t;~l t;{thily I' i'lU;J~lLl111'IU;J')i ,~I1JJ ;lnw:iJflTltJ lLJutJJJU~tnry: 

w'lf'U:iJIJil! JflU'ntJ. 
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