


An introduction to social security
Social security is an insurance program
for workers and their families. It is ad-
ministered by the U.S. Social Security
Administration.

Social security pays monthly cash pay-
ments to workers and their families
when the worker can no longer work
because of retirement, disability, or
death.

To qualify for social security pay-
ments, a worker must work for a certain
number of years in a job where social
security taxes are taken out of his or her
wages. Almost all workers in America
have social security taxes taken out of
their wages.

If you work in a job where you pay
social security taxes, you and your family
may qualify for social security payments
someday.

Your social security card

You and every member of your family
must get a social security card. You must
have a social security card to get a job.
You need a social security card to get
medical assistance or other services you
may qualify for.

You have to go to a social security of-
fice to get a social security card. Look in
your city’s telephone book to find the
street address of the social security of -
fice. It is listed under Social Security Ad-
ministration. Or, if you have an Ameri-
can sponsor, ask him or her to take you
to the office or tell you how to get there.



When you go to the social security of-
fice, please take the U.S. Immigration
Form 1-94 and any other papers you
were given when you entered the United
States. You also could take any iden-
tification papers you have from your
home country.

Someone at the social security office
will help you to fill out an application for
a social security card. The person will ask
you to give your name, your place of
birth, your date of birth, your mother’s
name, your father’s name, and the ad-
dress of the place where you are living
now. The person also will ask you to sign
your name on the application form.

Y ou will not get your social security
card at the office. Your card will be
mailed to you.

Usually, you will receive your social
security card in about 6 weeks. But, if
you need your card sooner because you
are trying to get a job, tell the person at
the social security office. The person will
arrange for your card to be mailed to you
in about 7 to 10 days.

The person at the social security office
will give you a Form SSA-5028, Receipr

Jfor Application for a Social Security Num-

ber. Show this paper to your boss if you
get a job before your social security card
comes in the mail. Then, when you get
your card, show it to your boss.



Your name and your social security
number will be printed on your social
security card. Your social security num-
ber is very important. You will have this
number throughout your life. No one
else can have the same number as you.
Do not let anyone else use your social
security number.

If you work, your boss will need to see
your social security number to report
your wages to the Social Security Admin-
istration. The Social Security Adminis-
tration will need your number to keep a
record of your wages. And, you will need
to show your social security number to
other U.S. Government agencies.

You should always carry your social
security card with you. You should al-
ways use your social security number
and your name as they are printed on the
card. Be sure to show your card to any-
one you work for.

If you ever lose your social security
card, go to the social security office
again. Take your Immigration Form [-94
with you. Tell the people in the office
that you lost your card. They will mail
you a new card showing the same num-
ber and name that were on the first card.

While you work

When you work in a job, your boss will
take some money out of your wages to
pay social security taxes. Your boss will
take the same amount of taxes out of his
or her own money. These taxes are sent
to the U.S. Government and are used to
make social security payments.




Each year, your boss will report your
wages to the Social Security Administra-
tion. A record showing your name, your
social security number, and the wages
you earn will be kent at the Social
Security Admin.stration This record will
be used to decide if you and your family
qualify for social security payments in
the future.

Social security payments

If you work long enough in a job where
social security taxes are taken out of
your wages, you will qualify for social
security retirement payments when you
reach age 65. You can start getting retire-
ment payments when you reach age 62,
but your payments would be smaller
than the payments you would get at age
65.

If you become severely ill or injured or
blind at any age, you may qualify for
social security disability payments if you
worked long enough in a job where you
paid social security taxes. To qualify for
disability payments, you must be unable
to work because you have a severe ill-
ness or injury that is expected to last for
at least 12 months or to result in death.

If a worker qualifies for retirement or
disability payments, the worker’s wife or
husband and minor children may be able
to get monthly payments, too.

If you die after you have worked long
enough in a job where you paid social
security taxes, your widow or widower
and minor children may qualify for social
security survivors payments.



Remember, you cannot get social
security payments just because you are
65 years old or because you are too sick
to work. Before you or your family can
get any payments, you must work for a
certain number of years in a job where
social security taxes are taken out of
your wages.

The people in the social security office
can tell you how long you have to work
to qualify for payments. They also can
help you apply for monthly payments if
you think you are eligible.

Supplemental security income
Supplemental security income is an
assistance program for aged, blind, and
disabled people who don’t have much
money. It also is administered by the
U.S. Social Security Administration.

Supplemental security income is
usually called SSI. The SSI program
makes monthly cash payments to people
who qualify for them. SS1 is not the same
as social security. People may qualify for
SSI payments even if they have never
worked in a job.

To qualify for SSI, you must be 65
years old or older, or you must be blind,
or you must be disabled. Disabled means
that you are unable to work because of a
severe illness or injury that is expected
to last at least 12 months or to result in
death. You also must have very little
money to qualify for SSI. You must have
been lawfully admitted into the United
States or admitted under color of law.
And, you must live in the United States.

If you have a child who is blind or
severely ill or injured, he or she may
qualify for SSI payments.



If you think you may qualify for SSI
payments, you should go to a social |
security office. Look in your city’s
telephone book to find the street address
of the office. It is listed under Social
Security Administration.

When you go to the office, please take
your U.S. Immigration Form 1-94 and
any other papers you were given when
you entered the United States. You also
should take any identification papers you
have from your home country.

The people in the social security office
will help you to fill out an application for
SSI payments. If you qualify, they will
tell you when your payments will start
and how you will get them,

Medicare

Medicare is a health insurance program
for people who are 65 years old or older
and for some disabled people. It is ad-
ministered by the U.S. Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration. Medicare helps
to pay hospital and doctor bills and other
medical expenses.

To qualify for Medicare, you must be
65 years old or older or you must be dis-
abled. You also must work for a certain
number of years in a job where you pay
social security taxes or you must qualify
for social security payments.

The people in the social security office
can tell you more about Medicare.



An important message about changing
your name

If you ever change your name, you
should tell the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service. This is very im-
portant because you will need to get a
new Immigration form showing your
new name.

When you get the Immigration form
with your new name on it, take the form
to the social security office and show it to
the people there. They will arrange for
you to get a new social security card
showing your new name.

For more information

If you have questions about social
security, SSI, or Medicare, go to a social
security office. The people there will be
glad to help you.
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