
for the list of offences which will cost you demerit points. 

If you accumulate six points, you will receive a warning letter 

from the Ministry of Transportation and Communications. If you 

accumulate nine points you must attend an interview and must give 

reasons why your licence should not be suspended. If you accumulate 

15 points, your driver's licence will be suspended for 30 days and 

when it is returned, you will still have seven points on your record. 

If you lose 15 points a second time, your licence will be suspended 

for six months. 

There are different offences for which your licence can be 

taken away, for varying periods of time, depending on the serious­

ness of the offence. Penalties are severe for leaving the scene of 

an accident and for driving under the influence of alcohol. 

ACCIDENTS 

If you are involved in an accident you must stop. It is a 

serious offence to leave without offering assistance and, if asked, 

giving your name and address and the name and address of the regis­

tered owner of the vehicle in writing to anyone who has suffered a 

loss or injury, a witness or a police officer. If the damage is not 

too extensive, the vehicles should be moved as soon as possible to 

allow traffic to pass. If the accident results in personal injury 

or property damage estimated at more than $400, the nearest municipal 

or provincial police should ~e notified. 

Keep a first aid kit in your car at all times. You can get 

first aid training from St. Johns Ambulance Association in cities 

and towns. More information on first aid can be found in your 

Driver's Handbook. It is often inadvisable to move an injured person. 
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AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COVERAGE 

When you buy automobile insurance, your policy can include 

various kinds of protection. 

public Liability (Bodily Injury and Property Damage) 

Every driver should carry this insurance which covers bodily 

injury to others or damage to other people's property. The injured 

person might sue for damages and, if you do not have insurance, this 

might cost you thousands of dollars. 

Accident Benefits 

This insurance provides coverage for you and your family if 

injured in an automobile accident. It protects anyone injured in 

your car and any pedestrian struck by your car. Payments are made 

no matter who is to blame for the accident. 

Collision 

Collision insurance is for damage to your own automobile whether 

it is your fault or someone else's. Usually, it does not cover the 

total cost. Small repairs you must pay yourself, so there is a 

deductible allowance. If this amount is $100 it means you pay the 

first $100 and the insurance company pays the rest. Deductible 

amounts run from $25 to $250. The lower the deductible amount, the 

more the cost of insurance. 

Additional Coverage 

You may get comprehensive insurance to protect you against a 

wider range of risks. It is possible to purchase insurance which 

will cover fire and theft. 

Passengers 

A non-paying passenger, such as a friend or a hitchhiker, can 

claim damages for an accident if it was contributed to ~y extreme 

carelessness of the driver. Sometimes neighbours drive to work 

together in a car pool and share the cost. The owner of the car can 
get special insurance for this. 

233 



.." ... 0.. .., ~ 

t~m~U~~~~~UG~U~~UQUWU~2U\~. 

!i!1J6tJ~~1l~tJC'lGmC'l 
'" tJ ~ •• • tJ ,. 

~Wu~~~u~~~tm~c~~~~~U~ll~Qm~IJ~,~~gtJ~Q~g~m~u ;~ffi~nQ~m~IJ~Q~~gU 
~ ........... CII .., ... ..,tJ""" ...... teltJ 

~~2g~m~IJ\C'l6UtJ~nc~tJ~lJg~~~ngtJncmnm~~Qn~~. ~1J~~numn~~lJtIJQnm~lJm\n 
• t • 

• d' 0 • 0 '" .'" ;tJtJ~n~~tJ ~Q~~u~~~mm~lJn~. m~~~6;n~~~IJ~~~~~~V~~lJtm tnuun6~~~~~1J 
....·0 ... k. 

t~~~IJW~C'ltlJgtJn~mnUIJ. . , 

... ", ''''1 ..,. &.i 

n~~m~~~C'l~~Q~ ~~IJO~n~~tJnQ~~~t~~~~m~m~C'l. m~lJng~~~~~~egU 
~, .., , , ,..,. oJ 

~~~C~ll~Ug~~~~~~g~. ~mlJu~~t~m~u~~~~~~g~~~~ngU~~IJ~utn~~IJ~IJU~. 
.. , , !s.' , 
~~m~ll~~~~U~IJO~ll~~~~U $~OO.OO Ullrn~~v~~~~~~m~IJ~~~nglJ SQOO.OO 2~ 
iW • ... &:. • CD t,' • 0.... .... tJ d I tJ _ 

QU~~~g~~~~UIJ ~~~~~ucm~QIJIJ~~lJm~~U6~nc~6trn. ~~u~lJmm~ung~ce6Cg~ 
t. 't. o!' ,I' .. 

llQlJuu~~un~~n S,~.oo m~ $'~o.oo. ~~IJ~IJC'l~n~~n~mtn ~~~g~~~U~~lllJ 
.... ~ • &k. 
W~U2Q~m~1J1l~w~muu. 

.. d Q. 

g;lIlu~~nlJ~w~cn~ 
, ~.. .. d'" ..... .., ~ Q ~ 

m~IJ~~~~n~~~nuwumt~~c~~~~llum~lJtlJm~~~~n~lJn~gll. m~IJ~~~~n~~~ , 
d &.i t.;, It.; '" "'Q 

nIJW~mtrnll~IJ~Q~nIJ1l6~ntJ\~~~~1Il6~~Q~V~~t~v\ngll • • , 
tMtn~i1~U 

• d. "' .. 0.. J J • ~ m~ d' ~ ~ 
~t("~~~lJmu \n ~lhJC~IJ~lil!Si1 ~ n~ ~~lJm~~wglJrnQt'lJmm~1J c g ~~lJn~~ll~~m~~ 
tJ&.i .... _ , ... tJ I .... do!!)l;. II .... ' 

i1~~~n~Q~6g~~Q~i1~C2!Sm~~IJ~m~lJ\n ~~m~ll~~~uncmnmCllnelJlJlJ~~um~UC~IJ~ 
.. 0'" d l:I' ~~ <9. "", 

&ULn~gtJ VgUi1~~~~tm~~n~~lJc~~g~m~ucg~. tJ~~cmg~IJC6QutllC&glJ~6~Qgll 
o ' .. d. .. .... • Q~ ~ ~ ... .. 0 

~~U~~~1l1J2~ni1lJn~O\~C6n~61lC&C'l1l~u. t1J1l6~1J1J C~~~g~~n~~~~n~~~llUWVW 

234 



CULTURE AND RECREATION 

There are many different kinds of cultural and recreational 

opportunities in ontario. They vary according to the size of the 

community. In the larger centres, particularly, many people enjoy 

visiting art galleries, listening to symphony concerts and attending 

ballet performances and the theatre. 

There are also many recreational activities. Some are programs 

operated by a city or town. Many community agencies such as the 

YM-YWCA's and YM-YWHA's have swimming pools, gymnasia and club 

activities. Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, churches, libraries, schools 

and social agencies all have programs. Ethno-cultural societies 

arrange recreational activities for people of their own cultural 

group and are particularly involved with youth programs. 

Individuals and companies operate many activities for their 

own profit, such as pool halls, bowling alleys, dance halls, ski 

lodges and summer camps. 

For information on local cultural and recreational events, 

contact your community information centre, an immigrant aid agency, 

your local library, municipal recreation department or any of the 

organizations mentioned above. For activities outside your own 

community, inquire at the provincial tourist bureau. There is at 

least one in all cities and large towns, and there are also tourist 

information bureaus on the highways. 

MUNICIPAL PARKS AND RECREATION 

The park facilities and recreation programs offered by municipal 

parks and recreation departments change for each city or town. If 

you cannot find activities in which you are interested, you might 

join with others in approaching the department or your alderman to 

suggest a new program, facility or activity. The following informa­

tion is a very general list of some types of activities and facili­

ties that are available. 
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Public Parks 

A public park may be a very small area for sitting in or it 

could be a large regional park. Some have nature trails, fishing 

areas, zoos, picnic areas and gardens. Some areas give permits to 

large groups who want to have a picnic in their parks. 

Playgrounds 

Playground programs are often run with the help of the Board 

of Education in that area. A playground is usually divided into 

junior and senior programs. Some playgrounds have activities for 

retarded children. There are slides, swings and other play equip­

ment. 

Recreation and Community Centres 

Recreation centres are buildings that sometimes include a 

swimming pool, gymnasium, table games and rooms for arts and crafts. 

The activities include swimming, gymnastics, sports, art and crafts. 

Groups such as senior citizens may use these centres as meeting 

places as well. These centres make it possible for people of the 

community to participate in physical, social and cultural activities 

all year. 

Swimming 

Most cities have many different kinds of swimming areas. These 

can either be indoor or outdoor pools, wading pools or beaches. 

Some schools have swimming pools in them as well. These can be 

used by the general public when they are not in use by the schools. 

Swimming lessons are offered at all levels, as well as general 

recreational swimming. Wading pools have been provided for younger 

children. All swimming is supervised by qualified lifeguards. 

-Winter Sports 

Some municipal parks have facilities for ice skating, skiing 

and tobogganing in the winter months. Ice skating can either be 
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found on outdoor natural rinks or indoor artificial rinks. 

Sports Playing Fields and Tennis courts 

Municipal fields and tennis courts are located in most cities. 

Seasonal permits are usually given to organized leagues. 

Music 

Some municipalities offer summer concerts in local parks. 

Other Recreation Facilities 

A local YM-YWCA or YM-YWHA may provide recreation programs and 

facilities to the community. Other agencies, such as settlement 

houses, sometimes do as well. 

.,. 
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IMMIGRATION 

To become a legal permanent resident of Canada, a person 

to apply for an immigrant visa through a Canadian embassy, 

or high commission outside of Canada. A permanent resident or 

Canadian citizen may assist a close family member or relative to 

gain permanent resident status. Refugees are given special status 

under the new Immigration Act. 

The principles regarding admission to Canada are 

atory with regard to race, national or ethnic origin, color, 

religion or sex. However, all non-residents must meet basic 

sion standards designed to protect public health, 

national security. 

Selection of immigrants is based on the applicant's ability 

to become successfully established in Canada. 

are made by the point system, according to selection standards 

are set out in regulations. Immigrants are selected under four 

basic admissible classes. A description of these follows. 

FAMILY CLASS 

Any Canadian citizen or permanent resident over 18 years of 

age may sponsor an applicatipn for the following persons: 

• a husband or wife; 

• a fiance or fiancee and his or her single children under 21; 

• unmarried sons and daughters under 21; 

• parents and grandparents over 60, or under 60 if they are 

of employment or widowed, and accompanying dependents; 

• orphaned unmarried brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces and grand­

children under 18; 

• adopted sons or daughters, if adoption took place prior to their 

13th birthday, and if they are now single and under 21; 

• children to be adopted who are orphans or abandoned, who are 

under 13. 
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If a permanent resident or Canadian citizen has no husband. 

wife, son, daughter, brother, sister, nephew, niece, parent, grand­

parent, uncle or aunt who is a Canadian citizen or permanent 

resident or is eligible for sponsorship, he or she can sponsor any 

one relative regardless of age or relationship. A Canadian citizen 

resident in Canada may sponsor a parent of any age. A sponsor must 

undertake full responsibility for the support of any person sponsored 

as a member of the family class for a period up to ten years. In 

some cases a sponsorship may break down, through exceptional 

circumstances. In such a case, the sponsored person should not fear 

deportation. Financial assistance may be available through the 

family benefits or general welfare assistance programs. 

INDEPENDENT IMMIGRANTS 

Independent immigrants are those who receive enough points 

when ass~ssed by a visa officer to enter Canada without the assis­

tance of a relative. 

ASSISTED RELATIVE CLASS 

Any Canadian citizen or permanent resident over 18 years of age 

may assist the admission to Canada of relatives who fall into any 

of the following categories, as well as the spouse and accompanying 

unmarried children under 21: 

• sons and daughters over 21; 

• married sons and daughters under 21; 

• brothers and sisters; 

• parents and grandparents under 60; 

• nephews, nieces, uncles, aunts and grandchildren. 

The assisting relative must be able to show that he or she is 

financially secure enough to provide for the basic needs of the 

relative to be admitted. The relative must also be assessed under 
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some of the factors of the point system. It helps to have pre­

arranged employment, a designated occupation or an occupation in 

demand. Sponsored and assisted immigrants are eligible for most 

Canada Manpower programs, where circumstances reflect the need. 

REFUGEES 

The new Immigration Act defines a refugee according to the 

definition set out by the United Nations Convention and Protocol 

on Refugees. "convention refugee means any person who, by reason 

of a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, 

nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political 

opinion, (a) is outside the country of his nationality and is unable 

or, by reason of such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the 

protection of that country, or (b) not having a country of nation­

ality, is outside of the country of his former habitual residence 

and is unable or, by reason of such fear, is unwilling to return 

to that country". 

Convention refugees will be assessed on their general ability 

to adapt to Canadian life, taking into account the settlement 

assistance available to them from both government and non-government 

sources. Also the Act makes provision for regulations permitting 

the admission of displaced and persecuted people, who do not precisely 

fit the United Nations definition of "refugee", on a basis similar 

to refugees, under special circumstances. The new Act grants pro­

tection from deportation for refugees. 

INADMISSIBLE CLASSES 

Certain people are not allowed to enter Canada. These include: 

• persons whose impaired health or disease are likely to endanger 

public health and safety, or make too large a demand on health 

and social services; 
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• persons who cannot or will not support themselves or their 

dependents, unless provision has been made for their support; 

• persons.who have been convicted of one offence that if committed 

in Canada, would constitute an offence punishable by indictment; 

or persons who have been convicted of two or more offences, that 

if committed in Canada, would constitute an offence punish~le 

on summary conviction. These provisions are tempered by a. 

discretion in the senior immigration officer or adjudicator to 

allow into Canada, for a maximum of 30 days, any person who has 

been convicted of an offence that would be punishable by less 

than ten years imprisonment if it were committed in Canada; 

• persons who there are reasonable grounds to believe will commit 

indictable offences; engage in subversion, by force of any govern­

ment; engage in espionage, or commit acts of violence; 

persons who in the opinion of the adjudicator of an·inquiry are 

not judged to be genuine immigrants or visitors. 

Under the new Act, if a person is denied entry, the immigration 

officer can either allow the person to leave Canada immediately or 

detain that person and make a written report to a senior immigration 

officer. The senior officer may allow the person to enter Canada 

or may call an inquiry. A removal order will be made against a 

person who is found at an inquiry to be a member of an inadmissible 

class. 
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VISITORS 

A visitor is a person who is lawfully in Canada or wants to 

come to Canada for a temporary purpose. Some of the items in the 

Act relating to visitors include: 

• Unless otherwise specified in writing. a visitor can only s~ay 

in Canada for three months from the date of entry. 

• An immigration officer can impose terms and conditions when 

granting a visitor entry. These conditions may involve employment, 

length of stay, medical examination and other areas. 

• A senior immigration officer can demand a security deposit from 

a visitor. If the visitor does not meet all terms and conditions 

of entry, this deposit can be forfeited. 

• A visitor may have to prove that he or she is actually visiting, 

and not planning to stay in the country illegally. 

• Anyone who knowingly employs a visitor who is not authorized to 

work is liable to a fine up to $5,000 or to imprisonment up to 

two years, or both. 

Visitors are required to have sufficient funds to support 

themselves during their visit, and those wishing to study or work 

temporarily have to obtain prior authorization abroad before coming 

into the country. 

Visitors who have entered Canada can be deported for a number 

of major and minor offences. Any peace or immigration officer can 

arrest and detain, without a warrant, any visitor who has illegally 

entered, worked in or remained in Canada. If it is believed that a 

visitor has violated certain conditions, that person may be arrested 

and detained or a report will be sent to the deputy minister. The 

deputy minister, if he considers an inquiry is warranted, will 

direct a senior immigration officer to arrange for an adjudicator 

to hold one. 
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section 39 of the Act gives the Minister of Immigration and 

the Solicitor-General, jointly, the power to issue a certificate 

on any person other than a permanent resident or Canadian citizen. 

The certificate would state that, based on information which they 

cannot reveal, the person involved is a security risk. A deporta­

tion order against the person would then be issued. 

EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

When independent immigrants, prior to being placed in permanent 

employment, do not have adequate funds to cover such necessities 

as food, clothing and shelter, these may be provided on a grant or 

loan basis from a Canada Employment Centre. Assistance may also be 

given to pay a portion of the costs of such items as work clothes, 

tools and deposits on essential utilities. Assistance of this 

nature generally corresponds to local welfare levels. 

TRANSPORTATION LOANS 

Transportation loans to Canada for independent immigrants with 

occupations in high demand and for refugees are available under 

certain conditions. Such loans also include the dependents of the 

borrower. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information, contact one~f the Canada immigration 

centres, which are located in most of the principal cities in 

Ontario. In addition, the local employment centre can advise you 

of the location of the nearest immigration office. Both are listed 

under "Government of Canada" in your telephone directory. 
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BECOMING A CANADIAN CITIZEN 

Canadian citizenship in no way involves a rejection of your 

native culture. Rather it gives you the chance to participate 

more fully in the development of Canada. 

Canadian law permits dual nationality. Whether or not people 

lose their former citizenship when they become Canadian citizens 

depends on the laws of their former homeland. You should inquire 

about this by contacting a representative of your native country. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CITIZENSHIP 

• Persons 18 years of age or over apply for themselves and face the 

following requirements: 

• You must have been lawfully admitted to Canada for permanent 

residence (be a landed immigrant) and have lived in Canada for 

three of the four years immediately preceding the date of your 

application. Time on probation or in jail does not count for 

residence purposes. 

• You must take the oath of citizenship. 

• If you have been convicted of an indictable offence within the 

last three years you cannot apply. 

• You must not be under a deportation order by the Minister of 

Immigration and you cannot be granted citizenship if "to do so 

would be prejudicial to the Security of Canada or contrary to 

public order in Canada" (Section 18 of the Citizenship Act). 

• You must have an adequate knowledge of either English or French. 

• You must have an adequate knowledge of Canada and of the respon­

sibilities and privileqes of citizenship. 
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THE PROCESS OF TAKING OUT CITIZENSHIP 

The Application 

The first step is to apply at the citizenship court or office 

closest to the place where you live. If you live more than 50 

miles from a citizenship court write to: 

Registrar of Canadian Citizenship 
Department of the Secretary of State 
150 Kent Street, 9th Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OMS 

When you apply you must take with you the following documents: 

• a birth certificate or other satisfactory proof of your legal 

names and the date and place you were born; 

• all documents proving your status as a landed immigrant, including, 

your passport, if you have one, and your immigrant landing card. 

Other documents may be requested by the department in some cases; 

• two photographs of yourself taken within the last year (1 3/4 ft by 

1 3/4") with a half-inch space below the picture for your signa-

ture~ 

• $15.00 application fee which is not normally refundable. 

If you think you will need help, many agencies serving immigrants 

have application forms and can help you fill them in. It is important 

to fill in the forms accurately. On completion, you must swear or 

affirm that the statements you made are true. The forms are sent 

to Ottawa to be checked by the RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted Police) 

for security and criminal record. 

The Hearing 

The second step is the hearing. Applicants are notified in 

writing as to when and where the hearing is to take place. The 

judges, some of whom are former immigrants, try to conduct the hear­

ing in a warm, friendly manner. They do not wear official robes. 

The judges will come out and ask the applicant to come in. If the 
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applicant is a senior citizen, the judges welcome the presence of 

another member of the family or a friend. The judges take into 

account the effort an applicant has made to fulfill the requirements: 

for example, by attending language and citizenship classes. In 

addition, the judges will consider a letter stating that the appli­

cant intends to continue attending classes at least until the 

citizenship ceremony takes place. In the case of senior citizens, 

the judges can and do, when warranted by the circumstances, recom­

mend to the minister that an exemption from the language and know­

ledge requirements be made on compassionate grounds. The hearing 

is not an examination. Each hearing is individual and takes into 

account such factors as age, education and occupation. Interpreters 

are not usually used in the hearing although a judge will sometimes 

test the applicant's knowledge of Canada using an interpreter 

before asking for an exemption from the language requirement. If 

the judge finds it is not possible to extend the right of citizen­

ship, the applicant is told at the time of the hearing and a letter 

is sent explaining why the application could not be approved. This 

letter gives all the necessary information about the appeal p~cedure. 

If an application is not approved and the applicant does not wish 

to appeal, as soon as the individual feels he or she can meet the 

requirements of the act he or she can re-apply. A fee or $15.00 

is charged. 

The Citizenship Ceremony 

If the applicant is successful, the next step is the citizen­

ship ceremony. There is usually about a three-month waiting period 

before the public ceremony where the oath of citizenship is admin­

istered. You may either swear or affirm the oath. Each person must 

understand the meaning but there is no need to memorize it. The 

oath is quoted below: 
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"I, A.B., swear (or affirm) that I will be faithful and bear 

true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth of Canada, 

her Heirs and Successors according to law and that I will 

faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfill by duties 

as a Canadian citizen." 

At the public ceremony, which lasts about one hour, the judges 

do wear robes. A member of the community may address the new 

citizens. 

Two certificates of citizenship are issued: one is a presenta­

tion certificate which is suitable for framingl the second is an 

official certificate in the form of a wallet size card with the 

person's picture on it. It is very useful as identification; in 

addition, it is the one required when applying for a passport. If 

a person is already a citizen and would like this proof of citizen­

ship, he or she should bring two signed pictures and an $8.00 

application fee to the nearest citizenship court or apply to the 

Registrar of Canadian Citizenship (address below). 

Citizenship courts in Ontario are located in Ottawa, Toronto, 

Barrie, Brampton, Oshawa, Peterborough, Hamilton, St. Catharines, 

Waterloo, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, London and Windsor. Look in the 

telephone directory under "Government of Canada" or contact: 

Registrar of Canadian Citizenship 
Department of the Secretary of State 
150 Kent Street, 9th Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario KlA OMS 

MULTICULTURALISM IN CANADA 

Both the Governments of Canada and Ontario have officially 

recognized the multicultural nature of this country within a 

bilingual context. Both levels of government have set up advisory 

councils for the discussion of policy relating to multiculturalism. 
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If you would like more information, or if you would like to offer 

your ideas on policy relating to Canadian citizenship in the con­

text of a multicultural society, you may contact: 

Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship 

1200 Bay Street, 10th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2R9 
Telephone: (416) 965-6889 

Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism 

15 Eddy Street, 11th Floor 
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere 
Hull, Quebec K1A OM5 
Telephone: (819) 994-2044 

Citizenship Services Branch 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation 
77 Bloor Street West, 5th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 2R9 
Telephone: (416) 965-9268 
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1200 BAY STREET, 10TH FLOOR 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 

- CANADIAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL ON MULTICULTURALISM 
15 EDDY STREET, 11TH FLOOR 
LES TERRASSES DE LA CHAUDIERE 
HULL, QUEBEC K1A OM5 
TELEPHONE: (819) 994-2044 

- CITIZENSHIP SERVICES BRANCH 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND RECREATION 
77 BLOOR STREET WEST, 5TH FLOOR 
TORONTO, ONTARIO M7A 2R9 
TELEPHONE: (416) 965-6621 
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Ontario Ministry 
ot Culture and 
Recreation 

Citizenship 
Division 

Han Reuben C Baetz 
MinIster 
Ward Cornell 
Depu:y Minister 

ISBN 0 77434275 7 

Newcomer ServIces Branch 
5th Floor, 77 Bloor SI W 
Toronlo, Onlano M7A 2R9 
Telephone 965·2285 
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