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27TH BUILDS AlRF(ELD 
IN OPERATIO)J PORTSEA 

'~~, 

Engineers of the 27th Engineer Oombat Battalion, 
working side by side with the men of the 1st Austral­
ian Task Fo~ce on Operation Port sea, completed const­
ruction of an airfield at Xuyen Mac, 55 miles south­
~st of Saigon. 

The airfield, consist­
ing of a 2100 f'oot runway 
turn-araunds and a par~ 
ing apron, will handle e-
123 aircraft serving the 
Xuyen Moc District Head­
qUllrters. 

SONG BE 
A. massive airlift was 

fl~ recently to kick 
ofg;" Operation Harvest 
Maori in Wal:' Zone D in the 
heaft' of Viet Cong terr­
itory. 

The airlift, which is 
the first of its kind.in 
the II Field Force area 
of re?ponsibility, tr~~8-
ported over 4DO,000 lbs 
of heavy engineer eqvip­
ment from ~ien Hoa Air 
Base to Song Be Airfield 
near the base of Nui Ba 
Ra ,J;!oun 1 mi es 
of"" on. 'Transporteo. 

LODGE'S 
FAREWELL 

MESSAGE 
"As r leave South Viet­

nam after more than 30 
J:IOnths as American Ambas­
sador, r YJant to say good 
bye to a1,1 of you who 
serve the United States 
of America here with such 
bravery, such competence, 
and such ·devotion. 

"Whenever :i: had the 
chance during my travels 
in Vietnam, r extended 
thanks to each of you on 
behalf of the' United 
States Government, r now 
do so again. You have 
responded magnificently 
to avery challenge and 
done your duty with con­
spicuous gallantry and 
great courage. You rep­
resent America at its 
best, and it has been a 
rare privilege for me to 
be associated with you. r 
leave Vietnam convinced 
that' while the road ahead 
is .'l3till difficul h your 
SUO cess is assured and 
the agression will be re-

Oonstruction of the air 
field was only part of 
the engineer's mission on 
the recently terminated 
Operation Portse&. The 
only 'road into the remote 
area had been seriOUSly 
damaged by frequent enemy 
action. American and AU8-. 
tralian engineers worked 

·together·to replace ~ 
erous culverts, fill huge 
craters, and construct 
Bailey Bridges across the 
large streams. This joint 
effort by two friendly 
nations permitted the Is-b 
convoy of Free World veh­
icles to roll into Xuyen 
Moc. 

qng 't.(i th· :t;ij:e1r "equip­
ment were cbrobat engin­
eers of Oompimy 0, ' 168th 
Engineer Battalion and 
wechanics from ~~e 557th 

I pe11ed. 
"r wish I oould shake 

thehand of each of you, 
r pray the day will soon 
come when you return to 
the'United States to re­
ceive a hero's welcome 
and to be reunited with 
your families. You de­
serve the best that Amer­
ica can offer. God bless 
you all." 

At . Xuyen Moe the Aus­
tralians and Americans 
continued cooperating on 
more than construction 

. tasks. An Australian sur­
geon, OPT Victor Bampton, 
teamed up with the sur­
geon of the 27th Engrs, 
CPT Paul N. Stewart, and 
set up ~~op in the pma11 
district dispenoo.ry, Be­
fore long, a ~ine of vil-

(Continued on page 6) 

~ineer Oompany (LE). 
The~_GlJ!r~ou~~~ 

eers worked side by side 
with US Air Force per­
sonnel, loading and un­
loading supplies and e­
q~pment at both bases 
d~g the airlift. The 
Ai~Fcrce flew 23 sorties 
in support of the engin­
eer mission, using 0-130 

(Continued on page 6) 
FRCM: A.mbassador.·Henry 

Oabot Lodge - 24 Apr 67. 
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. Commander's 

Column 
A helicopter pilot and 

crew risk their life to 
cpurageously rescue a 
downed pilot. A GI leaves 
his protected foxhole to 
pull his uncor.acious bud­
dy to safety. A truck 
~iver stops to help a 
disabled jeep. 

'This is the epitome of 
the American fighting mall 
at his best. The individ­
ual's self-sacrifice 
breeds a strength of un­
ity, comradeship, and ac­
complillhment that is un­
surpassed. The history 
of American Independence 
MS been a history of co­
operation, and this ha.s 
called for a little bit 
of extra effort from each 
individual. 
. The recently completed 
Operation Portsea is a 
fine example of individ­
ual~k and-unit co­
eperation. Australians 
and Americans worked side 
py side on a common mis­
~ion. The two units work­
ed as ono and successi'ul-
1y completed their mis­
sion. In addition, a.1·1 

Australian and an Ameri­
can doctor joined togeth­
er to set up a l-lEDCAP 
program for the nearby 
villagers. Their joint 
effort earned the undying 
gratitude of the people 
of the village. 

The 10. te J ehn F. Ken­
nedy asked us who. t we CUll 

~ rather than receive, 
and his insight has not 
lost its significance. A 
current Army attitude 
asks not "What can I get 
out of the Arnw," but 
"What can I get out 01'." 
An attitude such as this 
destroys the basis of ef­
fective teamwork. Cooper­
ation is reciprocal. As­
sistance rendered is usu.­
ally returned in kind. 
Too many people will di­
vorce themselves from a 

(Continued on page 6) 

WHEN' DO YOU PRAY 
By Chaplain (LTC) Lincoln H. Barr 

The newspaper tells me that a 'sixteen year old girl 
returning home from school took a short cut through 0. 

swampy arca. She was caught in a patch of quicksand 
which started to engulf her. It was the kind of ex­
perience that is. a bad dream, from which we awake in 
the morning porfe6tly safe arid sound. But this was 
not a bad· dream, This was a real experience and 
Marilyn W:ts scared. When she began sinking, she 
tried to fight forward to solid ground - only to go 
deeper in the muck. 

She sank deoper and deeper. Neighbors fiIl<'11.1y 
heard her screams and surnnIDned two policeman, One of 
them hit a seft spot and immediately, he too, W:ts in 
up to his shoulders. The other sank to his waist be­
fore clutcQtpg at swamp grass. These men worked from 
ono clump of grass to the next until at last they 
roached Marilyn. It took twenty minutes to pull her 
out. 

The newspaper clipping which tells this story adds 
one remark made by Marilyn. I want to pass it on to 
you. She said, "I'd sunk to ray neck; then I began 
praying to God." Isn't tr..at just like l1k'1lly of us, we 
get sunk in trouble up to our necks, and then, and 
only then, do \Ill, begin to pray to God. 
Maril¥n~ ;t"emilrk revealed the character_C)f Marilyns 

prayer life. Do you and I wait until we'reSuilkYo 
the n?ck before we begin to pray. 

PERSONNEL 

GLIMPSES 
You, as e. member' of the US Armed Forces in Vietnam, 

will never have a better opportunity to save for.the 
future. High pay and low expenses make this the 
cha.'lce of a lifetime to provido money for when you 
want it. 

If you're like most of us, you don't save enough 
money. ~ try .. but something al_ys comes up. Per­
haps R&R expal1ses. A new _tch. Clothing. It seems 
there's a1~ys something. 

Well, there's a way thousands of soldiers are sav­
ing money successfully. They purchase US Savings 
Bonds through the Payroll Savings Plan. 

BWing Savings Bonds is the easy way to save. Your 
finance clerk does all the work for you. He takes 
the money out of your ply automntically every month. 
You don't see it, you don't miss it, you don't spend 
it. There is ne limit to the amount you =y save. The 
bonds e.wait you when you get home - to cash in for 
instant money or to hold to maturity. 

See your finance clerk before next payday. 

-------------------r----------- ------~-.--- -------- ------
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" . AT BRIDGES eHO MOl CREEK 
TON LE CHAN Spanning the murky waters of Cho Moi Creok, 5 miles 

After one hu.'ldrod years 
of "progress", the modern 
fighting man finds h~ 
self using the tactics 
and plana of his ances­
tors in the American-Ind-
ian VIars. 

Vlest of the source of 
the Saigon River, near 
the Cambodian Border, th~ 
nEjWest outpost in the 
Indian War has ooen built 
by the 27th Engr Bn. Sub­
stitute the old log fence 
with earth berms and hea­
vy bunkers, and change 
the old stables to a C130 
ai~field and tho picture 
is completo. 

Construction of . this 
new Special Forcos Camp 
bcgCL'l with tho arrival of 
t;o'} first elements of the 
27th Engr En. Company B 
began clearing the dense 
growth of jungle and rub­
ber trees. Company C 
built bunkers of Conox 
containers, complete with 
firing ports. The Speo­
ial Forces Camp resembloa 
an old frontier fort of 
the US Long Rifles. Its 
function has h~rdly crdtn­
goo: It serves to. protect 
the surrounding inhabit­
ants if' the area is att­
acked. It provides bil­
let space for the garris­
on. The fort is an out­
pest allowing spoedy de­
ployment of troops to re­
mote trouble spots. It 
is a symbol of force in 
an area that would other­
loI'ise be claimed by the 
·enenv. Finally, the Sps 0-

ial Forces Camp provides 
a strong point for the 
Vietnamese CIDG and their 
Green Beret Advisors to 
cut off the flow of enemy 
men and supplies. . 

The clear nnd hold mis­
sion of the 27th Engr Bn 
is a good exumple of the 
Vietnam "Indian" War. 

northwest of Saigon an ~oute ~L"15, is a newly const­
ructed eailcy Bridge built by a platoon of engineers 
from COIDPJ,ny B, 86th Enginoer Battalion •. 

The 90 foot double sin­
gle panel bridge was con­
structed by the combat 
engineers atop the rusty 
relic of an EllCisting 
bridge that was declared 
unsafe for henvy vehicul­
ar traffic which has con­
stantly used the old 
bridge. 

EngL~cQrs of the 573rd 
Engincor Company convoyed 
the matorials to Cho Moi 
on their bridge k'ncks, 
O-!"ri"ling 1.IDdcl" th~ ·:N'";·~·ch~ 

ful cy::s of r[!.:!~ .. lr-~t_~_3 :)f 
v~l~ ;l!~eI'S. Cl'J2~.~']6 t~1C 

brj u~~ .. - to tru:~·j'ic, tho 
86 t.~~ ~ ~.'!zinecrs ll~der J ~ 
J'.::-lL2 f: Allen ry~ Te C-y.\~y, 

8LACKHORSE 

p. ~~!;,;:} ~/ ~ j:'-'/ '1"" 1\ & 0""" .,,,..,, F1 r-D 
.. r 1 ~ ,.t"'~' ~!I_ 

Tho BIn ckhcr, G Bp.ge 
Camp at ~onf; Giao 1"r.'?cS 

mortared by the'liet C::F!lg 
X'ocently, and uhen t:~e 
srne:", cleared, G!l.e of :1"!;8 

neW;)3t lrt'!.ildir.gs was tc-!".­
all;, d·:)!F' Hsho;). and 0,'1.'­
ic!."J,l;r declared 11 comoa t 
lor3i].? 

Tho 
broTd 
bu:;.:. G 

serious loss was a 
11S;; !;.~hole lat:',,",'1e 
·:l~.ier the carc,:~:l 

Vi::gi:~li...:1, bcgc\o!J. C0J .~1:.r:.::..:~_ Ent~.!...1Y.c!' ?a-:~taJ..i2-n6 Fer·' .... 
tion of tho now Ba.:LLE-Y as tur:T'>-~-:_~I; -l;,h(.20. was D.O 

IDllIly E;.:.-;.tcrpris:'ng ~"i~~t. one .Ul it .. nt tho time [I"~,d 
nruncsc youngid"tors bcg2....~ it vi'.:~·s -'.::i-t(] only 'buildiy

_s 
operating forries with on t,lC c(),"~')1L"G. Khich '"kcS 
their wooden boats, while t(lUchcd b~·· the n:C)rtar 2:L­
others took the opportun- tad:, Ho',;,ever," the buiJ.. ~ 
i ty to show the ongir.eors ding was flO badly druDro,csd S \ ' 
their swimming ability. that no onG will be usj.ng \\ 

A major problelll faced tlia .-the--tu:t.'-\CQ-, 
the bridge builders be- he latrine W!l,S a se1/- \ 
cause they were ~recting elp project constructed \ 
their Bailey right on tho by the 2nd Squadron of 
failing bridgo withoach ( the 11th Armored Caval.ry 
end on the embankmonts at '" Regiment, guided by the 
the ends of the bridge. 27th Engr En. Replace­
The existing bridge being mont has been given top 

(Continuod an page 6) prio~~' . 
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DOZER 
ASSEMBLY 

LINE" 
An assembly line was 

set ~p recently in a re­
mote area of War Zone D 
by combat engineers of 
the l68th Engineer Bat­
talion. 

Given the mission of 
constructing an airfield 
at a distant location, 
cut off from highway ao­
ceps by torturous milos 
of Viet Cong controlled 
jungle, the engineers of 
Company C, l68th Engr Bn 
completely dismantled a 
0.4 bulldozer and flew 
the pieces into the for­
ward area by Chinook hel­
icopter. ~~en the dozer 
arrived, it consisted of 
a basic carcass, two 
tracks, a blade, a belly 
JRn, a gas tank and two 
hydraulic blade-control 
cylinders. 

In loss than 24 hours, 
the engineers and their 
makeshift assembly line 
had transformed the pilo 
of components into an op­
erational bulldozer cap­
a'Qle of the work required 
tQ complete the tactical 
airfield. The operation 
is under the forward com­
mand of CPT Richard B. 
Kepner, Johnson City, Nell 
York, Commanding Officer, 
Company C, l68th Engr Bn. 

. , 
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MODERN ARMY 
By SSG Gary L. Flaherty 

Do you WIlt a new assignment and enough money to 
take the vacation you have always wanted? Yell, if 
you are a first term RA or AUS, then the ;monoy and 
assignmerlt are both available. I'm talking about the 
V!j.B. Nov a person may reenlist for an assignment 
anYl/here in the vorld and still be eligiblo for the 
VRB. After reenlisting, you may depart for that new 
assignment upon completing 5/6 of yeur overseas tour, 

. ~~ch, is ten months in-country. 
Don't forget, all personnel who are E-6 and below 

: . with lellS than 7 years service may now reenlist for a 
stateside assignment and be stationary for a period 

.Q:t; /1.1; least' one year. For this option, a normal 

. oyersefJS tour ,must be completed • 
. ~. not 1f1lk with your reenlistment NCO today and 

f~d out mo~e about these options. If you desire to 
talk with the 79th Group Career Counselor, just tell 
your unit reenlistment NCO and he will make an ap­
pointment. 

----- ~.....,--
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:APRIL -SOM 
Speci alist 4 James H. 

Horne, Company D, 588th 
Engineer Bat~~lion has 

,been selected April's 
Soldier of the Month for 
both the 588th Engr Bn. 
and t he 79th Engineer 
Group. 

SP4 Horne of Erwin, Ne, 
entered the Army in Feb­
ruary of 1')66 , tnking, his 
basic training at Fart 
Gordon, Ga . He then join­
ed the 31st Engr Bn at 
Fort Bliss , Texas , after 
taking his engineer inst-­
ruction at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri . 

SP4 Horne was given the 
awar d f or his exceptional 
military knowledge, eff­
iciency, and the car rying 
out of military duties . 

The 79th Group gives 
the award t o t he most out 
standing soldier fr~m all 
of the Group's units . The 
award consists of a $20 
check from t he 79th Engr 
Gp and $10 and a 3 day 
pass' t o the Vung Tau , R&R 
Cent er from t ho 588th. , 

SCHAUER IS 
COMPANY 

SOM 
PFC J oseph D. Schauer 

o~ the 547th Engineer 
Plat oon (MD) has captured 
the 79th Engr Gp s epare.t e 
compani es Soldier of tha 
Mont h . 

PFC Schauer of LaVerne , 
Calif. is a Map Distribu­
tion Specialist. He en­
t ered the Ar my in July of 
1966 and t ook his basic 
training at Fort Ord 
Calif. He has been in 
Vietrutm since l ast Dec. 

PFC Schauer "",,s given 
the avard f or his ex­
ceptional military ef­
ficiency, knowledge, and 
carrying out of duties. 

. • I · 

~L'A I ·~' ,'K HE 
AIR~~fELO .... " , . 

REBUrLT 
The Lai Khe "airfield 

has r eturned to full opw 
er ation after being re­
built by Company C, 86th 
Engineer Battalion. Lai 
Khe, a vital base camp 
housing the 3r d Bde of 
t he 1st Division, is a 
jumping point for North­
ern oper ations and h~d­
los a l ar ge tUrnover of 
supplies and mat erials. 

The C- l30 capaci ty air­
fiel d had to be r ebuilt 
because of the heavy wear 
and t ear due t o contin­
uous trQffic . The orig­
inal pierced steel pl ank 
was t nken up and the base 
was complet ely regraded. 
A ~terproofing compound 
of liquid asphalt vas 
sprayed ovor tho whol e 
"rea t o prevent er osion 
and t o creat e a firm base. 
Tho surfaco of the runway 
wa~ l ayed with MX-19 sol­
id matting . 

It is important t o not e 
t hat t hrough car efully 
plannod construction, a ir 
traffic of the Caribou­
Bird Dog class continued 
uninterrupt ed during t he 
major port ion of the ~rk 
miss ing oilly 11 f ow ,daTs 
while t he field ;ms being 
gr aded and spr ayed. 

, ~ q 1 ~ ~ 
r)..,TJ " , ~. 

,:'g{; l~ I~/I ~' .~ 
' 'c,",Y '-' r I · 

, : ' p-' it:-oe ', • 
~N~; JUST WHERE is 
17i .... T PAIN IN THE NECK?!! 

• 

...... ' .. ~ .", 

,'BtU,I'; "U':"fT)r~/.flS Yq:W,1i ~'ttll)· 
~;,1 /Jilt ilf'd , {'J" if "U, pi,l -up 0/ 
J/", II'C"'/' « IHI u{)j}!.!.¥slr l' I ljtJllf h" ,. 
('ork. f j I ; " __ ' , 0; .. . 

. "r 4 ,':' .. :·~L'-r ... " 
.... ~, : j'" ~ • 

" -, 

.... - ...... .. 
'GIBBONS-' 
CAPTURES 
86

TH SO~ -" Spe cialis t 4 Edward M. 
Gibbons , Company' C, 86th .. 
Engineer Battalion has 
been sel ect ed Battalion 
Soldier of the Month f or 
April at t he 86 Engr HQs . 

Specialist Gibbons is 
from Youngstown, Ohio . He 
entered the Army in Octo­
ber of 1963 and took his 
bas'id training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo. He has 
been in Vietnam since 
l ast October. 

SP4 Gibbons . r eceived 
his award f or ~ceptione.l 

military knowl edge, ef­
ficiency, and booring. He 
r eceives $10 and a three 
day In ss to the Vung Tau 
R&R Center. , 

• ... . 
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CHO BREWER 
'68TH SOM MOl 

narrow, the engineers had 
to use a cutting torch so 
thc long Panel Bridge 
transoms would fit into 
tqe narrow space in which 
tqey were required to 
work. 

Specialist four Jo~n E, 
Brewer, 20 has been named 
the 168th Engineer Bat­
talion Soldier of the 
Honth. 

In taking April's hon­
ors, Specialist Brewer, 
of Fra~~~. Nebraska re­
ceived a chock for $18.75 
from the 168th Engr Bn . The 86th Engrs, using 

their heads as well as 
tQeir musclGs, werG able 
to complete the 90 foot 
bridge in a mc~tter of 
hours, leaving a higher 
class bridge capable of 
handling a IlRlch grenter 
volume of military and 
civilian traffic. 

SP4 Brewer is a combat 
construction specialist 
in Company B of the 168th 
Engineers. He arrived in 
Vietnam in March of ' 1966. 

The Soldier of the 
Month award ~s given for 
exceptional military 
knm,rledge, effiCiency, 
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lagers with e.ilme.nts ran­
ging from skinned elbows 
to tuberculesis was wait­
ing to see the medics, on 
the first l1EDCAP program 
ever run in this remote 
district. 

The vehicles with the 
reP kangaroos and the 
white stars have disapp­
eared from XL\yan Moc, But 
the people of that remote 
agricultural dJstrict 
will remember the~il1-
Gers as they car~ the; r 
'~omarket ov~ 
tn_new -road, -and-...~:!<cl:L _ 
the-big twin-e~ined air­
planes bring ~f60, 
clothing, ana t~ols to 
.hcl~thHir meager --=---= ' -~ 
ec=.oIIlY. 

~ I-CHZr~ 
LJ)rj ~ j~(./' , 

ruld carrying out of duty. 

[JUl"SII Ii'''C {, P-Pflt Cri.<;/'nm t!,dll 
h ~'r tcrru b brlls;' "('Qr/v to mdl.'e 
{'I' !.-r .vlh;nt: .,!tip·,;hlJp.' tor tlif! "'(1a:­
int( Sell.con ilt t :orptt.\ ell,,;,!i. 1'1'.0;:. 
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Continued 
preblem because their at­
titude is one of "That's 
his worry, not mine." But 
it is everyone's worry. 
1-1e are uni k>d in our 
goal, let us also be uni­
ted in our effort. 

In the military situa­
tion ef Vietnam, we ~ve 
to be our brotlwr I s keep­
er . This refers not only 
te a respect of disci­
pline and responsibility, 
but also to that intangi­
ble band of loyalty that 
produces q, buddy when 
help seems lost. "Esprit 
de Corps" is excellent if 
it dees not exclude unit 
to unit cooperation in a 
common goal. In our pr-6-
sent military effort, let 
coeperation be the key te 
)ur goal • 

. FROM P_G~ • 

SONG BE 
AIR L f FT 

, 
cargo planes for 20 of 
them. 

Three flights of C-l24 
aircraft Here flown to 
trrulspert D7E bulldozers 
which are being used to 
build · another forward 
airfield 67 miles north­
east of Saigon. This is 
the first time that G-124 
planes ho,ve been called 
upon to land in a forward 
combat area, making it 
possible fer th~ combat 
engineers to' portbrm 
their mission in Operat­
ion lfarvest.. Moen. 
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