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i BUILDS APF IELD

IN OPERATION PORTSEA

Engineers of the 27th Engineer Gombat Battalion,
working side by side with the men of the lst Australe-
ian Task Force on Operation Portsea, compléted conste

ruction of an z2irfield at Xnyen Moc,

east of Saigon,

The sirfield, consist=-
ing of a 2100 foot runway
turn~arounds and a parkp
ing apron, will handle G-
123 aircraft serving the
Xuyen Moc District Head~
quarters,

Construction of the air
field was only part of
the engineer's mission on
the recently termingted
Operation Portses, The
only road into the remote
area had been seriously
damaged by frequent enemy
action, American and Aus-
tralian engineers worked
“together to replace mim-
erous culverts, fiil huge
craters, and construct
Bailey Bridges across the
large streams, This joint
effort by two Iriendly
nations permitted the Ist
convoy of Free World wveh-
icles to roll into Xuyen
HMoc,

At - Zuyen Moc the Aus~
tralians ahd Anmericans
continued cooperating on
more than construction

~tagks. An Australian sur-
geon, CPT Victor Bampton,
teamed up with the sur=
geon of the 27th Engrs,
CPT Paul N, Stewart, and
set up shop in the pmell
district dispenssary, Be=
fore long, a line of vil-
(Continued on page 6)

55 miles south-

SONG | Be
AIRUFT

A magsive airlift was
flogn recently to kick
offts Operation Harvest
Moor .in Wear Zone D in the

" heatt of Viet Cong terr-

itory.

The airlift, which is
the first of its kind in
the II Ficld Force area
of respensibility, trans-
ported over ¢00 000 1lbs
of heavy englneer equip=
ment from PBien Hoa Air
Bage to Song Be Airfield
near the base -of Nuil Ba

; oﬁg with' stheir equip~
ment were at engine
eers of Com 168th
Engineer Battallon and
| mechanics from the 557th
ineer Company {LE).
The 79th-_Grou
eors worked side by side
with US 4ir Force per-
sonnel, loading and un=-
loading supplies and e-
quipment at both bases
duggng the airlift, The
Aim,Foree flew 23 sortles
in “ support of the engine
eer mission, using C-130
(Continued on page 6)
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LODGES
FAREWELL
MESSAGE

"As I leave South Vietw
nam after more than 30
nonths as American Ambage
gador, I want to say good
bye to all of you who
serve the United States
of America here with such
bravery, such competence,
and such devetion,

"Whenever 1 had the
chance during my travels
in Vietnam, I extended
thanks to eazh of you on
behalf of the "~ United
States Government, I now
do so again, You have
rasponded megnificently
to every challenge and
done your duty with cone-
aplcuous gallantry and
great courage, You rep-
resont America at its
best, and 1t has been a
rare privilege for me to
be assnciated with you, 1
lecave Vietnam convinced
that while the road ahead
is still difficult, your

\ suecess 1is assured and

the agression will be re-
pellEdc
T wish I

could shake

~the hand of each of you,

I pray the day will soom
come when you return to
the United States to re-
ceive a herol's welcome
and to be reunited with
your families, You de~
serve the best thal Amer— .

ica can offer, God bless
you all, "
FR®: Ambagsador Honry

Cabot Lodge = 24 Apr 67,
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‘Commanders
- Column

A helicopter pilot and
erew risk their 1ife to
courageously rescue a
downed pilot, & GI leaves
kis protected foxhole to
pull his unconseious bud-
dy to safety. A truck
driver stops to help a
disabled jeep.

‘This 1s tho epitome of
the American fighting men
at his best, The individ-
uzl's self-gacrifice
breeds a strength of un—
ity, comradeship, ond ac-
complighment thot is un—
surpassed, The history
of American Independence
hhs becn a history of co-
operation, and this has
ealled for a little bit
of extra effort from each
individual,

. The recently completed
Operation Portsea is a
fine example of individ=-
tal beamwork and unit co~
operation, Australians
and Americans worked side
by side on a common mise
sion, The two unite work-
ed as one and successful~
ly completed their mis-
sion, In addition, an
Australian and an Ameri-
can doctor joined togeth-
er to set up a MEDCAP

- progran for the mnearby
villagers. Their joint
effort earned the undying
grotitude of the people
of the villagec. '

The late John F, Ken-
nedy asked us what we can
do rather then receive,
and his insight has not
lost its significance, &
current Army attitude
asks not "What can I get
ont of the Army," ut
"What can I get out of,"
An attitude such as this
destroys the basis of ef=-
fective teamwork, Cooper—
ation is reciproecal, 4s=
sistance rendered is usu-
ally returned in kind,
Too many people will di~
vorce thenselves froma

(Continued on page 6)
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WHEN DO YOU PRAY

By Chaplain (LTC) Lincoln H, Barr

The newspaper tells me that a ‘sixteen year old girl
returning home from school took a short cut through a
swempy orea, She was caught in a patch of quicksand
which started to engulf her, It was the kind of ex-
perience that is a bad dream, from wvhich we awzke in
the morning perfettly safe and sound, But this was
not a bad dream, This was a real experience and
Marilyn was scared, When she began sinking, she
tried to fight forward to solid ground =~ only to go
deeper in tho mck.

Sho sank deoper and decper. Neighbors finally
heard hor screams and summonod two policemen, One of
them hit o soft spot and immediately, he too, was in
up to his shoulders, The other sank %o his waist be-
fore clutehipg ot swamp grass, These men worked from
ono clump o¢f grass to thé next until at last they
reached Marilyn, It took twenty mimutes to pull her
out,

The newspaper clipping which tells this story adds
one remark made by Marilyn, I want to pass it on to
you. She said, "I'é@ sunk to my neck; then I began
praying to God," Isn't that just like meny of usg, we
get sunk in trouble up to our necks, and then, and
only then, do wq begin to pray to God.

Marilynls remark revealed the character of Marilyns
preyer life,
the neck before we begin to pray.

PERSONNEL @&
00 GLIMPSES

You, as 2 member of the US Armed Forces 1n Vietnem,
will never hawe a better opportunity to save for -the
future., High pay and low ecxpensos make this the
chance of a lifetime to provide money for when you
want it,

If you're like most of us, you don't save enough
money. Yoy try, but something alwsys comes up. Fer—
heps R&R cxpenses. A new watch, Clothing, It scems
there's always something,

Well, there's a way thousands of soldiers aroc sav-
ing money successfully., They pmrchase TUS Savings
Bonds through the Payroll Savings Plan,

‘Buying Savings Bonds is the easy way to save, TYour
finance clerk does =all the work for you. He takes
the money out of your puy. automatically every month,
You donft see it, you don't miss it, you don't spend
it, There is no limit to the amount you mey save. The
bords ewait. you when you got home - to eash iIn for
instant money or to hold to maturity., :

See your Finance clerk bcfore next payday.

Do you and I wait until wefré sunk fo

—k
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SFOUTPOST NewLy BuiLt BaILEY
Brioces CHo Mol Creek

Spanning the mrky waters of Cho Moi Creck, 5 miles

. AT
TON LE CHAN

After one hndred yecars
of "progress", the modern
fighting man finds hige
self using the tactics
and plang of his ancege
tore in the Americen=Ind-
jan WEJ.‘B.

West of the source of
the Saigonm River, near
the Cambodian Border, the
ngwest oubpost in the
Indian Wer has been built
by the 27th Engr Bn. Sub=-
stitute the old log fence
with earth berms and heaw
vy tmkers, and change
the old stables to a C1l30
airfield and the picturec
is completo,

Construction of -this
new Speclal Forges Camp
baegan with the arrival of
the first elaments of the
27th Zngr Bn. Company B
began clearing the dense
growth of jungle znd rub-
ber trees, Company ©
built bunkers of Conex
containers, completc with
firing ports, The Spoc—
1al Forces Cawup resemblos
an old froentier fort of
the US Long Rifles. Iis
function has hardly chane-
ged: It serves to protect
the surrounding inhabit-
ants if the area is att~
acked, It provides bile
let spaee for the garris-
on, The fort is an out-
post allowing spcedy de
ployment of troops to re-
mote trouble spots, It
is a symbol of force in
an ares that would othor-
wise be clalmed by the
‘enemy, Finslly, the Spec=
ial Forces Camp provides
a strong point for the
Vietnamese CIDG and thelr

Green Beret Advisors to

cut off the flow of enemy
meh and supplies, .

The clear and hold mis-
sion of the 27th Engr Bn
is a good exarmple of the
Vietnam "Indian" War,

northwest of Saigon on Reute PL-15,

is a newly const-

ructed Bailey Bridge built by a platoon of enginsers
from Compony B, 86th Engineer Battalion, .

The 90 foot double sin-
gle penel bridge was con-
structed by the - combat
engincers atop the ruaty
relic of an existing
bridgs that was declared
unsafe for heavy vehicul-
ar traffic which has con-
stently used the old
bridge,

Engincers of the 573rd
Engincer Company convoyed
the mateoriels to Cho Mei
on their bridge trucks,
amriviaog undor the wiiche

BLACKHO RSF
*THROME”
MORTARED

The Blackhorse - Basge
Camp at -Gimo  was
mortared by tao Tiet Co
reeently, and vhen +*a
smcize cleared, che of ihs
newast buildings was toi-
ally dorolished  and cife
icinlly declarcd a comoat

ety g

. cause they were erecting

loss,

The sorious loss was a
bresd new A-hole latrine
buil.t wder the earsriv:l

fal eyes of hmrdrasds of
viliasers, Closing  the
bridss to  trailiic, the
g6t *nzineers under LW

Juler ¥ Allen ol Tackay,  gupow ion of +the 27th
Virginia, begen coretruc= Eng Pattalion, For-
tion of the new Balley as  tunax 25 there was 0o

one .iu i% at the time a+d
it wos  the only bullding

Vigte
began

many enterprising
namese youhgathors

operating feorries with on the comcound which was
their wooden boats, whilto  truched by the mortar at-
others took the opportmm=  tacic., Howsver, the buile

ity to show the conglneers
their swimming ability,

A major problem faced
the bridge builders be-

ding was so bedly damased
that no one will be using

-thlb

he latrine was a sel/=

elp project constructed
by the 2nd Squadren of
the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment, guided by the
{7th Engr Bn, Replace=

their Bailey right on the
failing bridge with ‘exch
cnd on the embapkments at
the ends of the bridge,
The existing bridege being
(Continued on page 6) prior
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DOZER
ASSEMBLY
LINE

An assembly line was
get up recently in a re-
mote aren of War Zone D
by combat engineers of
the 168th Engineer Bat-
talion,

Given the misgion of
constructing an airfield
at a distant location,
cut off from highway ac—
cegs by torturous miles
of Viet Cong controlled
jungle, the engineers of
Company C, 168th Engr Bn
completely dismantled a
D=4 bulldezer and flew
the pieces into the for-
ward area by Chinook hel=
icopter., When the dozer
arrived, it consisted of
a besgic carcass, two

tracka, a blade, a belly
man, a gas tank and two
hydraulic blade-control
cylinders,

In less than 24 hours,
the enginecers and their
makeshift assembly 1line
had transfarmed the plle
of components inio an op-
erational bulidozer cap-
able of the work required
to complete the tactical
airfield, The operation

is under the f{orward com=
mand of CPT Richard B,
Kepner, Jolmson City, New
York, Commanding Officer,
Company C, 168th Engr Bn,
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of at least  one ysear.
oversegs tour must be completed.

' flnd out more about these options.
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MODERN ARMY

Do you want a new assignment and enough money to
take the vacntion you hawe always wanted? Well, if
you are a first term RA or AUS, then the money and
asgignmentt are both available, I'm talking about the
VRB. Now a person may reenlist for an assignment
anywhere in the world and still be eligible for the
VRB, After reenlisting, you may depart for that new
assignment upon completing 5/6 of your overseas tour,

_which is ten months in-country,

Don't forget, all porsonnel who are E~-6 and below

:_with legs than 7 years service may mow reenlist for a

stateside assignment and be stationary for a period
For thig option, a normal

Why . not talk with your reenlistment NCO today and
If you desire to
talk with the 79th Group Carcer Counselor, just tell
your unit reenlistment NCO and he will make an ap=-
pointment,










