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VY, AC TIVE AT DO\“ HOUSE
. - . ‘ E USAECV = Sparling German
: . ' Sheparda  straining on
' X O [\f: T{‘j }\{/} | d ] A R R Y handlers! losshes marked

‘On the afternoon of 22 end 25 ‘June mem‘bcrs of - the
557¢h  Engincer Company (LE) oame face to face with'
the Viet Cong "in two scpernte incidmts at Xom Tom
thm. .

On 22 Junc n D‘?E dozer driven by 8P5 Jermld Rhoton
of the 3rd Platoon, 557th Engincer Company was et
work nomth cast of the rock quarry olecaring jungle
for the devalopment of e now lateritd pit whon ho
Yogen to regoive snipor firc. Feetdly ik shots woro
wild, However as SP5 Rhoton turncd his head to chock
for possible dmmage to.the roar of his DJE he dis-
coverod he had componye 4n irrato VC wes rumning
along behind Rhoten's degor shooting up at him, SF5
Rhoten retarmed the fire cnd the VC fell.

- Speclalist Bhoten decided to call 1% o day and ro-
turm to the Compamy srca Yo renssese the situstion.
Onec safely back in the Company compound Rhoten began
to inspeet his doser for damrge. The only thing he
found was a 30.calibér bullet hole in the gns tank
directly bchind him - about = two inches higher and
Rhoten would have besn hit in the bock.

On the following aftermoon the 3rd Platoon of tho
55Tth and two dozers of the. 168th Engincer Battalion
Lend Clec.ring Det. ~come under fire zouth of the rock

querry. - -
At the time they wore on their woy to retrieve two

. Persomel Corriers and an M50 tenk +that had become

gtuek in g mersh;. - The armered vohiclos wore pert of
n 1/4 Cov unit shich  wns ‘attompting to relieve a
patrel thP had been ambushed earlier in the efter-
nooIl. : i

Ae thoy approached the mired vchicles tho men of
the 3rd Platoon bogen to » -<2ive smell amms fire from
both flankss A fire fight dewcloped and losted .for
epproximately five 'minutes, “The VC broke contact as
gun ships arrived overhead +o add thoir fircpower in
support of the engincers ~nd Cawalry. Under the pro-
teotion of tho Hovering choppers  the mired vehiclos
wore fresd end the men of the 3rd Platoon retumad
with the dozers to the socurity of the 5571:11 compound.

- racently.

‘& room for
collaks,

.the orrivel of 27 scaut

dogs et the new kennels
completed
by Company C, 168th Engi-
ncer Battalion (Combet),
T9th Engineer Group.

A slte was bulldozed
out of the Jjungle under-
growth +to . build the 34
pon kemnels Urnder - tho

~1eadership of Steff Socrg-

eant Axrnold L, Bishop (ST
Chaxles, Va.), the tst
Platoon, Co. Oy enginecers
sprcad two foot of later-
ito for a bese and cowver-
ed it with five inchos of
reinforced cemont.

Ecch pen has & cement
floor end drainage apron,
They are eight feet long
end four feet wide ' znd
the wooden fromes are one
closed with 10 foot high
chain link fence. :

The ocement drainage
aprons allow deily rins-
ing of the kemnel flocrs,
reducing the - danger - of -
the dogs contracting
sorew woms., The draine
ege aprons empbty into
four large sumps that
hendle a1l drainage end

‘refusic |

4 veterinarian and oom-
plete medical fagilities
arc also housed in the
kemnel complexe There ig
storing focd,
- lcashes and
(cont. on pg.4)
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FROM
THE
c HA®L Am

by 'Chaplai_n'(Major) Don wblsh

A goldier lives with the possibility that he may be
“ealled upon et eny time to give his life for his
nation.
our ocivilian coxmtorparts do not so ‘readily recognize
in. their lives. Job in the 0ld tostamont asked the
question, "If & men dic, shall he live again?” (Job
14314) A lewsep in the Now Testamont easked Joeus,
"What shall T do to inherit cternal life?"

These question and ours have Wwehind thom the age-
old desire of tho humen spirit to live on after deeth
of the body, = Man is mnde in the imege of God with a
regtlessneoss  within. @atil he’ 1v'at peece ‘with hie.
Croator., Men's hope for innnortali‘by becomes o resl-
:I.ty thrcugh Jegus Christ.

The 01d Testament is = book of searchlng—searchlngj
to be at peacc with God..

for a way to be lifted up,
The Neow Testement is & book of Witness.- Men's
scarching is ended by the coming of Christ. Through
Him we find the way to eternel lifc.

Jesus enswered the lawyer by asking the questions
"What is written in the law?
That 1s o Yceson for us todayl = Seamnch’ tho
ures, for thoy lecad the way to otornel life.
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This 3is an authorized
pablication of the 168th
Engincer Combat Battalion
The opinions and policics
contained in the
copies which are publisgh-
ed bi-weckly do not nocce
csserily reflect those of
the Depnrtment of  the
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Chaplain (Major) Don SP4 Jimmic T. Jeber
Woleh informs us that &  PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION
painting has been donated 8P4 Leo Drrrormicn |

. by PFC Larry Lopresto of
Send ell comments ond

the Battalion Chapcle contributions to HEC, 168
Done on velvety, the Engineer Combat Battalion

painting portrays Christ

ATTN: Five Star [Hevicw
kneeling in prayors

APO San Francisco, 96289,

Therd is a prescnca of foath with us that

How do you rxead it
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| _ 2 July 1967
TUN

E
CHON

From 19 May te¢ 5 Junc
the 3rd ‘Platoon of the
557th  Engincer Company
(LE) was involved in Op-
cretion Ton De  Chon.
Thelr mission wes to re-
peir the C-130 airstrip,
including thc turn-arocund

-emd parking apron, at

Ton Lo Chon, Af'ter ar-
riving at Bien Hoe Air

: Bese . by convoy from the

557£h Bags ~.Comp at Xom
Tom Quarry the men and

' equipment of the 3rd Pla-

torn were lcaded on wait-

_ing C-130 aircraft to be

airlifted to Ton Le Chon,
Because of the size and
weight of . the equipment,
the task of loeding it

gboard the alrcraft wes

earefully woupervised by
Company Commander, = CPT
John L. Kammerdiencr,
Platoon Leader, 2nd Lt,
Granvil¥c A, Higgins and
SFC Charles He Ford.
Upon arrival at Ton L¢

Chon it became apparcnt

that & new turnd around
wourd -Have to be buil'l:
and, that the eirstrip znd
parking arca would have

“t0 be rcbuilt due to inad

equete drainage. Consis-

tent reinfall hampered
reconstruction efforts,
however; the ‘drainagt

problem was finally elim-
ehated by repacking and
regreding the airstriy
end parking area amd ins
stalling two 35 foot lonyg
%6 inch culverts. While
continuing to work on the
ad rstrip the 3rd Platoor
recongtructed a near by
timber trestle bridgr
whleh had been destroyet

prior o thei?® -arrival.

Over +the 17 day period
needed to complete  the
prcjects the platoon put
forth & sotel of 7855 man
hours and 2380 equ:.pmen't
hours.

Comsidering the. weather
and time clement we ax-

-tend our congratulations

to the men who partiecl-
mited in  the Operntior
for & job well dono.










