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Blueghost 39, a UH-1H 
Huey, went into action to 
help rescue a downed D()uglas 
EB-66 during the Eastertide 
Offensive-hut the chopper's 
crew would soon need a 
search team of its own. 

By Colonel Darrell D. Whitcomb, 
US. Air Force Reserve 

F
ort Myer, Virginia, is Il.ot mUCh. of 
an anny post as posts go. It is not 

- the higgest in land area, nor IS it 

home to any major combat unit.;;;, 

But it does perfoml one very important 

mission for the Anny and the nation. lo­
cated next to Arlington National Ceme­
tery, the post serves as the sentinel for 

that most hallowed ground. Its person­

nel are constant participants in and wit~ 
nesses to the interment of American 

men and \vomen who have served their 

country near and far and have made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

April 29, 1994, was like most other 
days at Fon Meyer. Numerous burials 
were scheduled throughout the day, and 

Directed IN a Hughes OH-6 observation 
helicopter, BeU AH-I G Cobra guruhips peel 
off to lay suppressive fire on Communist 
ground forces. in Chariots of Fire, by Joe 
J(J,ne (Joe Kline Aviation Art). 
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hv ftlJ\.v;lrd ,Iir CtJmnlllL'r~ (FAC~) Whtl "I~( )T­

ted targt:t~ ,m,d Clltlrdinated with ,L;rtllind 
fllrces a~:-,igneJ [(l search-,Ulll-re-,;cul' llli,,­
sit lns f( Jr J( l\vned <Iircrew:,. N( )rrh Vll'tIldl11 
h<lJ (II1ticipated thi:, American 111\'( )[Wllll'nr 
,l1kl W;h re;ld)' t(} ddel1l1 it:- gn11lnJ t~)rCl'~ 
frum ,Ieri,t\ atUcK. Thev WL'rL' ,~hivldell b\' 
an ,lir defense force of !ll~ls~ell anti-~l1n:f~ltt 
artillery guns and tht.' Iatt'st :'iUrf.KL'~t\ 1-dlf 
mb:-,ile:, (SAMs). 

The navigaror of a Douglas EB-66C electronic warfare aircraft on a long-range mission waits 
hIS tum while anothcr EB-66C closes in to refuel [rrnn a Boezng KC-135 tanker. 

The h,lttie opened un ~vhrch 30, \d1l'n 
NVA f( m.:t:s attacked Ann)' ~l( the Rerubllc 
llfVit:tnam forces ItlGlted in ,111 <lrc t)f tire­
hases t.'xtt.'nding along the l)l\-1Z 'lllll Illfl) 
the first :-,erie.'. of nJge~ west (Jf thl' IllWLlIll]'" 
that ran fmm Hue up tll thL' DMZ. :\r rhL' 
time of the attacks, the 'lrt.':l \\'a.~ Ct )\'l'fL'll 
with low clouds and rain. Helicoptl'f linn.., 
lih.' F Tmop coul __ l work in that KI11J l)f 
weather and inlmt.'di,ltely bt'j..!an re"p( llkl­
ing to calls for help. But the roor \\'L'(lrhn 
limited the initial response of L.S. Air 
Force and Navy strike fnrces. The EAe" 
could not spot targets thmugh the cloud.., 
and could not visually direcr tightt.'rs ,1,[!,lImt 

ceremonidl tHK)PS anJ somher he<-Hses continu<ll!y came and went. 
At 9 a.m., an eclectic group of civilians anJ military personnel 
gathered at the olJ post chapel. They were there to honor three 
V(lllTIg men wh() had heen killeJ in 5..)uth Vietnam on April 2, 1972. 
Tht: IlIen were three of the four crew memhers of a Bel! UH-1H 
HIlt:y helic()ptt:r (call sign Blueghost 39) assigned to F Troop of 
the 8th Cavalry. 

To the families, the hurilll marked the end of a long ordeal of 
waiting anJ praying that the soldiers' hodies would he returned to 

their native soi\. To the military men in the group, hoth active and 
retired, especially those from F Tnx)p, it represented "mission com­
pleted." They were there to welcome home their comrades from 
that last mission, t10wn so many Aprils hefore. As the chaplain, 
Cllhmel David Pierce, eulogized the three men, the veterans pre­
sent rememhered those days 22 years earlier and the mission that 
had taken the lives of these three air cavalry soldiers. 

The crew memhers of Blueghost 39 were participants in one of 
the most significant actions of the Vietnam War. In late March 
1972, the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) launched Its Eastertide 
Offensive, a full-scale invaSion of South Vietnam with a conven­
tional force of tanks, drtillery and infantry. The opening gamhit 
was Jirened at Hue, with cnordinated thrusts south through the 
Demilitarized Zune (DMZ) anJ west, out of Laos. That attack was 
followed a few days later hy a :-,econd, equally hrutal thrust against 
the central areas ofS()uth Vietnam and a third strike aimed directly 
at Saigon. 

There were few American forces availahle to meet the NVA. 
The United States had heen involved in the war for more than 
eight years, <lOd the nation was hitterly divided hy the effort. Since 
the 1968 Tet Offensive, the American people, tllr the most part, had 
turned against the Waf, and u.s. forces were coming home. When 
the Eastertide Offensive StartcJ, most American comhat divisions 
haJ already heen pulk'd out. Those U.s. Anny units that remained 
wt:rc largely SUpP()rt units llr aviation units likL: F TH10P of the 8th 
Cavalry. Located at Marhle Mountain air facility, just east of the 
jet hase <1t Dil Nimg, that unit of 26 Hueys, Hughes OH-6 Cayuses 
and Bell AH~ lU Cohra gunships flew missions all over northern 
South Vietnam. The tmop was attached to the 196th Light In~ 
f<lntry Brigade, hut the hrigaJe \vas limited to protl'ctive patmlling 
arollnd 11<\ Nang and Hue. The South Vietname~e t~lught this 
ground hattle. 

But they were not alone. In addition to the residual U.S. Army 
units in the ,lrL',I, the U.S. Air Force and Navy kept strong strike 
forces of fighters and homhers m the region. They were supporteJ 
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the massive ground targets. Airstrikes had [0 he Jirectt.'d hy r~kbr 
(lr I(mg-range navigational equipment, neither ()f which was a~ ;l(­

curate as \'lsual control. 
Roeing B-52s, which c()ulJ homb in any weather, were the llnl' 

exception. As the offensive unfolded, they hegan [0 take off in for­
mations of three aircraft, each formatiun carrying mtlre th,\I1 100 
homhs. The R~52s were sent after the NVA tl)fJllatiuns c()ming 
through the DMZ and out of Laos. 

The NVA SAM sites were waiting for the homhers. As the B-52" 
hegan hitting the ground units, the enemy attempted tll sh(l()t 
them down with 15-flxlt-Iong SA-2 missiles. To protect the 0- 52:-" 
the Air Force hegan to escort them with Repuhlic F~105 Wild 
Weasel aircntft equipped with special "hlack hoxes" designed to 

locate SAM sites. The F~ lOSs were armed \vith mis-.;iles nf their 
own that, \vhen launcheJ, would home ttl <lnJ destmy the SAM 
sites. The B-52.'. were also escorted hy Douglas EB-66 <lircraft 
equipped with special electronic gear that sent OLit signals t() jcllll 
and confuse the missiles' radar guidance system. 

On Apnl 2, the third day of the offensive, three B-52s tunk tlif 
from a U.S. Air Force (Ilf hase in Thailand to strike an ~VA 
column m(wing just slluth (,{ the DMZ. They were e:-,cllrte,l hr tW() 
McDonnell F-4s, as protection against possihle interventIon hy 
NVA MiGs, two F-I05s f()r SAM suprresst(m <lnd tW(} EB~66~ f()r 
electronic jamming support. The two EB-66s used the call si,!.;n~ 
Bat~21 and Bat-22. Approaching the target, the :lircraft were en­
g,lged hy several SAM sites, which launched numerous SA-2 mis­
siles against them. Using electronic jamming, surpressinn mi:-.:-.iies 
and some ver;.' imaginative evasive tactics, the fnrmarinn \\,(l~ (lhk 
to evade all the mis:-,iks except one, which strUCK ,md destrt1Vl'l..i 
the lead EB-66 (Bat-2l). 

When the missile smashed into Bat~21, one crew meillher, n,n'­
igat(lr Lt. CtX lceal ~hlllhletlm (Gill sign Rat-21 Bra\'(»), ejected. 
W(lrking __ lirectiy hd(lw him at that very Illll\llel1t was a U.s. E~C 
in a small Cessna 0-2 ohservation aircLlft (call sign Bilk- 34). The 
Cessn,l'S pilnt, 1st Lt. Bit! Jankowski, was h(lrrihed when he _~;l\\' 
the EB-66 hit ahove him. 

j,mh)\\'ski knew that the St'arch-,lnd-resclle tl)rCe (SAR) (lKing 
c()mmand~<lml~control aircraft, Douglas A~1 Sandy strike aircraft 
,md Hell HH-53 Jolly Green long~range rescue hdicoptl'r.~ \\,<1" 

ready ,md \\'aiting, so he made an emergency elil to ollert them to 
the shootdt )wn. Already aware nf the situation, the SAR force W(l~ 
rrep~lfing for act inn. Blit at th'lt moment, dlL' hattie \\.<l~ 
Jankowski's. As the m,lIl on the spot, he was directed hy KlI1g til 
assume the dutie:-. (llm-SCene commander t;' lr the st.'<lrch ;lI1l1 re:'UIL' 



,(­

I1l1 
I\'.-

lin 

,'m 

d(-

li1e 

II )[-

JOe 
1I1t.: 

\,,\1 

h' 
Inr 

'11-

,tt 
.h 

(" 

(" 

lIL' 

'Ilhe downt'll (rl'\\'! lllemher. Every minute \Va" critical. ]anh)\\'ski 
lnl'w that .~()1llt'times the hest rlan was to get whart'H'f aircraft 
\\'l'[L' ,\\'aibhle in the area [n try:l quick pickup hdlm.' the enl..'IHY 

~', 'lIilll;() after a 11m'ned crew mcmher. He calh:d on the emen:;ellcv 
trl'llllet1CV for ,lnV surrllft aV(lllahle to rel1l1e:\,olls with hilll t~)r dl~' 
~l',\rCh-,lnd-rescLle eft·'lrt. 

~and\':-' 07 ,1l1d 08, two D(}ugi<ls A-I Skyraiders led hy C;lpt(lin 
1\1I1 M()[sL', responded to the GIll. They were in the are,!, having 
t;\h'll (1ft" L'ilrlief fl.)[ nvo unrelated missions. The San..Jy:-. were 
-.CLHl)hkIJ WIth two Jolly Cireens that had heen sent out to pick up 
\1ike .sl, the ri\t)( ,l an 0-2 that had heen Jl)WneJ emlier in the 
J:1V near the D~1Z, hut Mike HI had already 
bt'~n recovered hv a U.S. Navy ship. Clln', 
~el.jllently, the Jull\' Gn:t'n~ had heen told 
t(l nrhit and be read\' to support an evacu, 
,\tinl1 nt'snme American advisers from a tl)r, 
warJ combat l"'ase. 

But th,lt t'\·'lCuati'.m haJ als~) heen em, 
Leied, so the two A, l~ and Jolly Greens 65 
,lIld 67 were hl,lding just e;)sr ofQu:mg Tri 
when they heard Jankowski's call. Resr'llmd, 
!t1L: nnmediatdy, Sandy 07 (Captain Morse) 
in",trucreJ the Jo[Jy Green piitHS to hold 
~nllth of QUdng Tri, ,mJ then turned the 
rw( 1 SkyraIJers nnrth, toward Jankowski in 
his Cessna. \ 10rse had not heen hriefeJ on 
the ~llrth Vietnamese invasion. Come, 
lluenriy, he th()ught that since the EB,66 had 
!.:;llne liown in SOLith Viemam, the search, 
,md,rescue etfmt would he fairly straight, 
h If\varJ and cuulJ be <Kcomplished quickly. 
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Jankowski tnlJ the Sandys and Jnllv Greens to prnceeJ ro C,Ul1 
Ln. Tht' crews were not \Trv t;lInili,lr with the ,lrea, and the\, \\'an~ 
liered tt)( 1 tilr to the west and \x',!,!<m mkin,l!gmun __ itire, including ~(lIne 
kin~l nf lIn~ltided rocket that ,limoS( hit S,mJ" '27. The weather 
\\,;\S (l\'erc;~sr at <lh)llt 1,500 feet, ,\(hl S(lll1C r,~in \\,:lS rcstricting 
the visihility. 

They tllllnd Jankllwski right (wer Cam Lo. Groun __ itire, mu",tlv 
(lfthe harrage type, was extremely heavy f[(1m the nl)rth and east. 
The FAC directed them to tlv north (If thl' river that mn e<l...,t~west 
anove Cam Lo and Dong H;\ anJ shuwed them Hamhleton's Ill­
cation in a clLlmp ,If trees just n( lrrh ,)f a small village. Hamhlctlln 

later recal[ed that he was <-lm;lzed that the 
se,lrch~and~rescue tl)fCe had resl"'( mJe~1 with 
slIch spccJ. 

Sandy 07 t(xlk (Wer as the ,m~sct.'nc Cl)m' 
manJer, and J,mkowski flew sOllth luoking 
for mtlre SUprl)rt. Ml)rSe v.;as sh'lCkeJ ,It the 
gronnJ situation. He haJ never seen Sl1 

many guns, not even in Mu Gia Pass, the 
hottest place in Laos. Intelligence had ntlt 
hrideJ him that anything of this mahYflituJe 
was occlIrring. Prior to taking off, he and 
his wingman had recciveJ the stanJard 
daily hriefing without any mJicarions that 
anything unusual was happening. But to 
Morse it luoked as though the \ ... ·hole NVA 
had come south, and he quicklv rethought 
his estimate of the situation. This was going 
to he one tough mission. 

Jankowski's call tt-.,r emergency support 
was also monitoreJ hy an Army helicopter 

• 
-' ., 

Top: Lil'wenanr C(J/und 1ccal Hamhleton, IWl)igw{JT (If the EB,66C (Bat~21 Brat t
( I). \V'hen hi.~ plane was hil i-r)' an SA~2 sw1a.ce~tu~air 

l111.~~ik, Hamhk'[on C)L'ctcJ, pnxipiwtins; a ha::'(lf(/tJU.~ rt.'SCl!t.' ()[JI!f(1ri(J1l, AbotJe: An {u:n'al rL'O Imwis.\(/ncL' /Jhll[(l .\h()wing I-Iamhll!t(I11:'i circled 
pu,ltlun Aftt.'f ,pending J 2 days in hmtile terriwry, Hmnhl('ull1 H'm rnClld /"" a L} .S.-Vil'tJwme.'iL' :;ea~(lir~land commam/tJ tt.'mn. 

IL-"r. l'Il)~ VIETNAM -II 



thin,!..; l1e;lr tille. It \\';1." <I UII-IH Hue)" (c,dl "i!..;n B1l1c,L:hnst 39) 
fn llll F Tn ltlp ()f the 8th Cav;dry. Nt lnll;dly h""el! ;It :., Llrhk J\ 1( llln­
tam air facility, nt'(lf Da )\iang, it \Vets une ot ."c\·cr;J! ,urcraft thm 
h~lLl b..:en ;}:.signell tlll1li"si()n~!I1 the I--llll'-QU;lIl,~ Tn ;lrca rh;lt lla\,. 
Riuegh(lst )9\ cre\\' ((lmi."ted (lfpi\(lts 1st Lt. BYnln KulLmd ,\Illl 
W;lIT<lnt ()filcer } lhn Frink, cre\\" chief Spc. j R( ll1;i1ll Paschall and 
gunIlL'f Spc. .:; jost' Asturg;\. 

On hoard Blueghost V) a" pa.""engers wert' Capt(lin Th(}ma.~ 
\Vhite, the F tn)OP ()peraWlib (ltlcer, and :::ltu Kellerman, a rep(}rter 
f(lr United Press Inremati(lIlal. Earlier in the lb\", B1ueghllst )9 had 
taken Kellerman on an aerial tour of the D(}I~.~ H;I <lrea ttl get a 
hr!:>thand vie\\" of the unfolding hlttle" While retllming, they were 
insrrucred to swing hy the Hue-Phu B<'li area and pick up White 
f(lr the return home tn Marhle MuuIltain air facilit\". There, the 
llriginal Blueghost 39 co-rilnt, Warrant Officer lJU\' Laughlin, 
ch<.mgcll aircraft with Fnnk, whll had heen thc c( l-pil( It (lil an(lther 
F Tn)(lr Huey, Blueghtlst .30. Frink haJ already srent .~e\'er(ll days 
at Huc-Phu Bcli and \\';lS scheduled to retllm ttl hi.~ home nasc for 
a few days of rest and relClxation. Bluegh(}st 39 \\"a~ his ride hack. 

The elllen.:encr call changed ,l1111f that. \Vhire hnl'tlv uln:-,idercJ 
h;l\'ll1g thl' hc1iCl)pter tllm n( 1rth ;lt1d immcdiately pnlceed tll Cam 
Lll. Blit t1w elllLTgenc\' GIll ~pl'cifil'~1 thm there CUll!...! be 'd.) many 
<I" :,ix .~urVi\·llf.~. Cart<lm \X.lhltl' knew that six ad.Jed to the crew 
of tllllr, plus t\\"tl p:-t""enger~ ;i1re'clJv on hU'clrd, wUlllJ ()\"t'rinaJ the 
Huey. Re:.ide", he ("( lllk! H( It rj ... k the life (){ the rep( lrter. St 1 he lii­
rl'cted tht.: crew to Jfllr him ;U1d Kdlerm;m tlit" 'at the Hue-Pilu 
B;li t<KtiGII (lper,ui(l11s center, whert.: he (()uld !l1lmit(lr events hy 
ra~li,). White llirecteJ the helICopter crew t(l pmceeJ tu the 
HUL'-Phu Bai airtielJ, refud and he read\' for action. 

In the refueling pItS, the\' were JoineJ by' [woFTn .. x)~" Bell AH-IU 
Ctlhra gun"hir:-., elil :.ign.~ BIIII:ghost 28 and 24. Elrlier in the day, 
the two Cohr(\~ hdJ heen working out llt the Quang Tri <lirtlekl, a 
few miles t( 1 the east, when it had come under hea\"y NVA anHlt.:T)· 
fin:. The\' hall scmmHeJ t(l "ave themsel\"(.'.) anJ their aircraft anJ 
pmceeded ttl Hue-Phu Bai for safety" The ()ther Hue)" as:o;igned to 
the unit, Blueghtlst 30, W;JS also at the refucling rit~. It was fluwn 
hy \Varrant Officer Ben ~ ielsen and had no specihc dssignment, 
hut wa" on ("<'Ill for whatever might develop. 

Based on what little he knew ahnut the 
shut-down aircraft and the Jt'\·eioping land 
bartle, 'XIhite directed Blueghnst 28, pil(lted 
l-,y Captain Mike RosebeaT)", tn immeJiateiy 
lift off with the other gunship, Blue-ghost 
24, and one of the Huey~, Blucghost 39, and 
respond to the emergency G111. RoseheaT)! 
acknmvleJged thc call and tl)ok off with 
the three helicopters. White then called 
him III the air anJ saiJ it apremeJ that six 
cre\\" memhers from an Air Force aircraft 
were down nnrth of Cam Ln. He instfLlcteJ 
Ruseheary to contact an Air Force FAC, 
call sign Bilk 34, lm the emergency "Guard" 
frequency to coordinate the rescue. White 
also informed Rmebeary that there were 
apparently massive enemy forces at that lo­
cation, anJ directed him nnt to take hi~ 
flight north of the river near [J(lng Ha with­
out righter support. 

Five minutes later, \X1hite deciJcli [0 aug­
ment the flight with the other Huey. He di~ 
rected Blueghost.30 to take off and j(lin the 
others in the effort and infonneJ Roseheary 
that the second Huey was heing launched. 
Roseheary then made a critical decision. 
Not realizing what he \\.'<1S getting into, he 
directed his second Cohw, Blueghost 24, to 
drop back 3Illi join up with the second 
Huey, which was actually just a few min­
utes hehind. By domg su, he reduced hy half 
the firepnwer he and Blueghost .39 would 
ha\ e when they reached the ri\'er. 

Clockwise {ram top /eft: Fmt Ucutc1Ulnt Bwon KullanJ, ribt of BlueRhost 39." Bell UH-l H of F Two!), Arh Cava/f)'; CatJwin Mike Roseh.!aT)', J)ilot of the Bell AH-1G Rlm.,hi!) Bhle!!,host 211; \\?arrant Officer .Tt)hn Frink, who substituted jor Blucg/-tos[ 39's rCJ...'1I1Dr (()~J)il()t, \\IimwH Officer GU)' LaH!!,hlin; SI)ecialist~5 Ronald Paschall. L"TeW chief of Bhll's.;i10St 3<). 

Flying north, Rosehear)' and his team 
checked in with j<mko\V~ki.1l1e FAC gave 
them a cursllry situation briefing and in­
stmcteJ them to pmceed to L\mg Hel, cross 
the ri\'er and head west ((l the one survivor 
who \\"<15 located ne-,lr where the river m;de 
a hig hend hack to the east. Rnsehe;lT)' ;)C­
knl1wieJgeJ the mes."age hut queried the 
FAC t{)r further information on thc NVA 
threat. j;mkll\\'ski t(}IJ them th,lt there were 
"mcHlY, many" anri-aircraft guns in the area, 
hut that A ~ 1 s anJ FAs were already hitting 
them. Satisfiell, R()~('heary committed his 
two lead helicopters (0 the rescue attempc. 

Bluegh()sts 28 ,Uk! 39 pn lcecded intn the 
are;~ at Inw altitude. Blueghmt 39 was out 
fn)J1t, jO feet ahove the gr(}und; .Biueghos( 
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~~ \\';L~ <It 300 feet, ahout 3,000 feet hehinJ 
Hlllq,:hosr )9, in ~lroper ptlsitlon to JdiVl'r 
n )cket ,md 11lachine~gun tire ;1gainst anv~ 
rhing th:lf might shoot at the other Hue·y . 
:\" rhc\' p:t.,,,e,j Dong Ha ,md crosseJ to the 
llnrth "1 ... 1e of [he ri\'er, they hegan to take 
hl',\\'\' ,grnundtire. Blueghtlst 28 respnnded 
\\'I(h rt x:kets and 40mm fire, hut the ~'T()und­
tire \\,;1", cllming from every direction and 
l'l'g,m :'triking hllth hd icopters. R( lseheary 
\\ ,IS thrown ()ff~h,lbnce as the rounds 
~I,llllmed into his 'lircmfr. Some shattered 
hl'> canopy, and others ripred ,j[ the vital 
Cl1mp( ments \ Jf his C()hra. Criticil systems 
bq..:<m to t~lil, (lnd warning lights lit up all 
(J\'er the cnckplt. 

R()seheary\ trusty Cohra was in trouble, 
;IIl1J he cllulJ see that Blueghost 39 was also 
t:lkinJ.; hits. Rnseheary called for the two 
choppers to turn :mJ leave the area. Al~ 
thl lugh the ri11)t (If Blueghnst .39 did not re~ 
"PI)l)J verhally, RllSehemy could see that he 
\\'(\s heginnmg tll turn. TIlen smoke hegan 
to PUlir from Blueghost 39's engine area, 
,m ... 1 Rosehe,lry watched the Huey cross 
hehinJ a tree Hne and set Jown in a con­
trolled landing ahout two kilometers north~ 
weST of DonL; Ha. 

Down hehinJ enemy lines, the cre\v of 
Bllle,~hllst 39 was in serious trouhle. During 
the run-lI1, the pill)t, Lieutenant Kulland, 
haJ tned ro ll.'·,e the terrain and trees for pro­
tcctiye Ol\,er. The gunner, Spc. 5 Astorga, 
had callell nut the location of grounJfire 
to him imd returned fire against the over~ 
whelming enemy force. But then his gun 
had jammed, and he was wounded in the 
leg and chest. 

After passing nut momentarily, Astorga 
Gllne to \\'hen the helicopter lurched to a 
:..tnp on the groun ... l. He quickly unstrapped 
,md ctawlell tn the CllCkpit to check nn the 
()ther three crew memhers. One pilot and 
Spc. ') Paschall were conscious. Somehlldy 
thrc\\' Astor!,!a ,1 surviv,li vest, and he hegan 

Top: Th" Ooug/n., EB-66C, assll(rled to the 42nd Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadrrm at 
Komt Air Base, Thailand, f/eu' as Bat-21 on the Apri12, 1972, mission. Above: An AH-IG 
of F Troop, Hth Cat'Oiry. Tu'() of the Untt's Cobra gumh,/JS, BJucghosts 24 and 28, {rrOl'idcd 
fire su/'/Jort for UH-l Hs B1ttcgholtl 30 and 39 during the Bat-21 rescue effort. 

ttl cLnd d\\'ay from the chnprcr. Reali:ing that he \\"d5 alone, he 
turned h.Kk to try ttl pull out the rest of the crew. Then someone 
H:"!ied, "VC!" ,md he saw enemy troops closing in, firing at the he~ 
ltolpter i1S they C(lme. Blueghost 39 expllldeJ in a violent firehall, 
WIth the ()ther three crew memhers still aho,ud. The \\'a\'e nfhe,lt 
tnllll the exr!(lSilln swept OH:r Astorga, and he tried again to craw! 
<1\\'(1)'. But he was sUlToundeJ hy NVA troops and taken prisoner. 
A~ttlr!.!a W;l~ loiter transporteJ to a prisun camp II1 H(lntli. 

Roseh.':lr\' knew nothing (l the events takm,l( place on the 
~nllll1J ·d.~ he struggled to keer his ripped and shattered helicopter 
111 the ,lir while he made his escape to the sOllth. Fortunately, his 
main r;hlit 1 ,~tdl worked, and he called a warning to the other two 
cht lppl'rs nut to cn lSS the rivet. He aiso made his own i\ h1Ylby call, 
;mnt lLJnCln~ that hi" chopper \\',15 haJly llamaged :lnJ he,ldin!,! 
~t)uthe;\st tn eSGlpe. Jtllly Green 67, one of the HH-53", that h,ld 
h:'en LlllI1ched to rescue the previously downed O~2 pilnt, was ,~till 
III the ,Irea, He ilCknmv!cdged the call and proceed ell to a ren~ 
Je:\'llll" with Biue!,!htt"t 28. 

()IKl' (!e;tr of the immedi:tte lhm!.!er are3, Roseheary an ... 1 hi:.. 
L:lInncr, Warr;mt Officer Ch;lries Ciorski, tried to determine the 
U lI1l11tlt m of their ;lircr;lt'r. It was haJJy d<lln;lged. TIle anri-tlltqLle 
(( nUn l! was !.!()ne, <lnll the tranSmlSSlun hypass light \\',lS nn, TIle 
(liel Lmks were ,1!S(l le,lking fuel at a rate nf ahout 50 rounds per 
minute. Rt hehearv kept tlyin!.,! until the engine quit, then auro-

rotated onto the heach south of the ella Viet Ri\·er. Aimt l'it illl~ 
medi3teiv, Jolly Green 67 landed and picked up the cre\\'. Ju~t a 
few minutes later, Blueghost 30 lanJeJ next to the wrcck,ll!e nf 
Blueghost 28 and recllv~red as much gear as possihle, along WIth 
radio code cards and maps. TIle co-pilot of Blueghn:;t 30, W,llTdnt 
Officer Laughlin, was in shock over the fate of his compatriot') tln 
Blueghost 39. But for a rum of fate, he \vould have heen in irs 
smoking \\Teckal!e instead of Fnnk. 

Back over I bmhleton's position, Sandys 07 and 08 continued 
to strike enemy targets. Hamhleton was acting as a grmmll FAC, 
ca!ling (Jut targets and giving them corrections. TIle S;lIldr cre\\'s 
were ImpresseJ hy his c(lol comrusure, But se\'eml thin~.~ con­
cemell Captain Mursl' in Sandy 07. First ,>f all, the \\'eather \\,,1:' 

n(lt imrn)\'ing. Visihility was \v(lrsening, an ... ll'l\\· c!l}ud" werl' 
rolling in, making airstnkes more imd more difficult. It \\'a5 <llsu 
getting ... lark, Morse called Jankowski to inquire ahuut the rrOl.;re.~s 
of the Army helicopters. ()nly then JiJ he Jiscover that thl'\' were 
im't)ked in theIr ll\vn search~(\nJ~resclle mission ;mJ woukl he tl 
littlt' u:-.c rn him. 

Arllri')eJ (>f that sitll,lrillll and facing withering gn ll.lI1Jfire, C'IP~ 
t:lin ~,1or~e cho..,c not to commit the two waiting Jolh- Greens to 
tht.: re"Clle effort. The ;[r('(1 was ju:.t too hot. Too much wllrk \\'a~ 
nce ... kJ to rrer,lre the ,lrel for a pickup (Ittemrt. TIle qUIck .;,much 
h;ld n()t \\'l)rkeJ. S() he turned t wer ()I1-"Celle Cl 1111ll),md tt 1 ;1l1()[her 
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A wt~s()n carries the remains of KullanJ, Frink and Paschall to their firwl resting place at Arlin.r;tlm National Cemerery on April 29, 1994-
22 :,-"'L'lln after thL'ir tkath". Biuc)!:h()sr 39's gunner, Spc. 5 Jose Asrorga, WWi w(Junill.'d and taken prisoner fry the North Vietnamese. 

FA.C ill1LI pointl.'1.1 the two JilmageJ SkyrtliJers toward Da Nang. 
LleLJten;lI1t !;lI1kmvski was nnt feU hehind them. 

,-\;-' j;lnk()~\'sk! ill1l1 the Sandy..; headed for Da Nang, jolly Green 
67 LlI1,led at Hue-Phu Rai to drop off Roseheary and Gorski. 
\Vhill' \\":lS thl're tu meet them. Just a few moments earlier, he had 
glltten ,I c.illl {rpm higher headl}uaners notifying him that two of 
hiS heltcppters were down up north. The caller did not specify 
which two. When White heard that the Jolly Green was inhound, 
hl' hoped that his men were ahoard. 

Ro"ebearv and Gorski climbed out and £old White what had 
h<-lprened. En:'n though it was now almost completely lbrk, White 
Jispatched sevef(ll t )ther unit helicopters to Dong Ha to search for 
the downed cre\\". But the weather, darkness and enemy forces 
Clllnhned rn m,lke the effon fruitless. 

~·1orse and his wingman landed at Da Nang. Both aircraft were 
Sll hallly Jcunagl'J they neeJeJ seyeral Jay~ of repair work to he fly~ 
:lhle again. They told intelligence officers about the dramatic 
event" unt{)iding up north. Then Morse got on the phone and 
calle,l hi." ."l}uadnm commander at Nakhon Phanom Air Base in 
ThaiLlIld. Ht.' dt.'scrihed the situation and said thar they needed 
more A~ 1 s at Dil Nang. It was going to rel}uire an extensive effort 
to tl."h Ctlionci H,llnhletlln out uf the midJle of the North Viet~ 
n,lllleSe Army. liis Ctllnmander replied that several A~ Is w(1UIJ he 
dl"p,ltcheJ that night to hdr. 

Then ~ im:,c tricll rn get some sleer. He knew that tommrow 
\Va.., ).!tling tIl he;t \TrV husy Jay, Jangerous and diHlcult. But thcy 
h,ld III r('scue rl1L' downed t1ier. That was why they were there. They 
\\\lul,1 ,It) c\'crything they couki to get him out. As long as Ham­
hl('ltHl \\",1." still ,din' ,II1J free, all etti)rts would he made to rescuc 
hl111. Rut !\ior"e ctluki not Jo:c off. Tl1C thought of the NVA guns 
h,ILlI1te,i him. There were s() many. Instead of sleeping, he either 
\"",ill"t.',\ t lr shtl()k tilt.' whoit.' night. He said later that it WilS the worst 
lllght tlf hl~ Itfl'. 

:-;t.':lrclhllkl-rcscLle force:, returned to the are,1 the next day to 
Cl )111 inUl' the et1( lrt tll IllGHe Hamhleton. Elements (l F Tnl( lp alS(l 
Ct lnrll1lle,! tt) liSTen an,l se,lrch for Biucghost 19, hut found no signs 
t If the Ct lhril. The se;lrch \\'ent on for 1l more day"" during which 
tml mt)re hL'liClll~ters, tW(l N()rth American RockwdJ OV~ lOs and 
tl!1L' F-4 \\"ent ,i\ )\\·n. H,11l1hil'tlm ilnd one ()f the OV-IO crew melll­
ht.'r~ \\'erL' e\'L'ntll,llly rescLled h· a c(Hnhine,\ U.S.-VietnanH.'st..' 
SEAL c(lmm;mdtl te,un. 

Thl' hl'rCL' ground hilttle ctlnrinue~L South Vietnamese forces 
l'\·t'ntu,tllv were ahle to hillt ill1d pimii-\ily reverse the NVA ()ffL"n~ 
si\·<,,'. But the crt'w of Rlul'ghost .19, like so many others, had dis~ 

.. -4 nETNAM H "f:. l'N~ 

appeared. One year hlter, all remaining U.S. troops were \\.'ithdrawn 
from Vietnam. U.s. participation in the war cnded with the return 
(If American prisoners, lme tl wh()m was j()se As[()rga, the gunner 
on Blucghost 39. Ht: coulJ finally tell the tale of what haprt'ned 
April 2, 1972, when hIS cre\\-' attempred to reSCue the downed Air 
Fnrce navigator. 

Three y~ars later, in 1975, North Vietnam invaded Somh Viet~ 
nam again. But this timt: South Vietnam was alone; AmerLcan aIr 
power was not there tll help them hy decimating the advancing 
NVA columns. South Vietnam fell, and m,my Americans just 
forgot the war and the warriors who fought it. But the families and 
compatriots of thost: inst nevcr forgot cmd never lost hope that 
their friends anJ 1()VeJ (mes Wl )uld eventu<llly he returned to their 
home soil. 

In the post chare! at Fort Myer on that spring day in 1994, 
friends an,} family welcomed home the three lost crew memhers 
of Blueghost 39. The prcvious August, a joint U.S.-Vietnamese 
search team, assemhled as a reflection of thc reopening of relatiom 
hetween the two nations, went to the crash site of Blueghost 39. 
The team eventually recovereJ the remains of Byron Kulland, 
J()hn Frink and Rlmald Paschall, which were shipped h,1me unJer 
an American tlag. 

The commemoriltive service at Fort tviyer was a touching cere­
mony. Tl1e pomp, the pn:cision of the soldiers of the tllJ 3rd In­
fantry, the snapping of the flag, the hYl11n~-all were part of the 
tearful celehration as the Army charbin led the congregation 
through .'-,cveral songs and readings in [har historic chapel. After 
the ceremony, a caiss( m carried the COmn1l1n «-Isket cllntaining the 
srarse remains of all three men into the cemctef)' itself. The crcw 
of Rlueghllst 39 was hllme <H last. c 

Now a capUlin for Dc/til Airline.'>, U.S. Air Force Colonel Darrell D. 
\Vhitcomh loggeJ ,~()1ne 1,875 comhat hUlln a5 [1 cmgo pilot anJ F()r~ 
ward Air Controller in Sowhea5c A.'iia. SU,f!Resrio/lS fin· fHrthcr rcad~ 
ing: The Rescue l1f Bat 21, h"l Darrell D. \V'hircumh (fllfthcomingJ; 
flAT-21. h, William C. A,;dmon ([,renoce-Hall/Bantam); and 
"SEAls Shad()wy RL'sGU!," h)' Vale Arulra&;, Vietnam Magazine, 
Decemher 1990. 

~ To read Culonel Whitcomh's srory of Air Force rescue d~ 
., fnrrs in the aftermath nf Hmnhleton ':-.. shootd()\vn, go to 

hrrp://www.thehistnryner.com on the WorlJ Wide Weh anJ see 
"Brave JollY Green," which will he puhlished starring the week of 
Nby 19, 1997, on ThcHistnryNet. 


