SUBJECT: . After Action Report

4 spyroximately 1000 hours on 1 July, & platoan of & Company, I=8 .
Cav with g platoon of tanks from 4 Company, 1<69th i¢mox- and two bull- -
dogers left LZ GERONIMO +o Join D Cempany, 18 Cav at BS 8810. The plate
oo was to move down the west side of the valley crossing a stream at
Bs _'86-5134'-regonnoitarmgigaa they made their way towsrd D Company. =

Shortly before n_"_f'"f__"f_"iihé sglatoon reached the areek. 'The bulldozers -
spent approximately 26 hinutes improving the crossing far the tanks « At

~ this time no enem actirity had been noted.
¥ 2

., After crossing the creek, persoimel’ in khaki uniforms vare notioced

in the southern edge of the village of TUY AN (1), Upe tank and an ine
fentry squad were left with the bulldogers at the orgesing site apd the
remaining tenks end. the platoon (~) deployed moving to the southorn odgs
of the village tn Investigite ‘the slghting, Upon approaching the hedgarow
at the edgy of .the village, the platoon (~) received a high volume of
optomatic weavons fire frem enemy units defending along thy hadgerows

The encoubiter was et olose rangs with the infantry s fasks engagitiy the
eneny with .f_a‘nad'es:g smell erms, and the tanks majey oaliber weapons, with
only the hodgerow semerating the forces., The ehemy foroes alonw the hedye~
row broke end retreated into the village with the infentry and tenks firing
- a8 they retreated. During this initial enoounter the U.5. Foroes sustained
three {3) K1k apd ten (10} WIa. Approximately twenty (20) enemy were
killeds The encounter wes brief and violous, lasting approximately 20

minutes.

After the initial engngement, the tank-infentry team was moved through
the open area to the east of the village to the nar theaatarn edge of the
village whare the TF Iinked up with D Company, 1~8 Cav whioh had been
moved from it8 location at BS 6810 to the northern bpart of the village.
The remainder of A Compeny, 1-8 Cav was also moved by foot from L% GERONIIO
to the narthern part of the village. The movement of the tank-infantry
team and the other twp companies to the ares of contaoct wes supported by
1-9 Cav weaponships, serisl vooket artillery (ARA), and fubs artillery.

_ By approximetely 1400 hours the U.S. forces in the _oontaoct ares were
disposed as shown cn eketoh mep #1. 4 tank refueling snd emmo xesupply
point had been getsblishdd at B8 86

id. 8,  This area. wes slso-utiliced s
- & modavao pointy A4 this time another heavy section of tenks’were airoute. ..
to the conteot grea from L2 ENGLISH. I : M

During the: afterncon, afr gtrikes ,_' ARA, gunsiips, GO-GO, and ertillery
were employed im the oontact: arga. 09 gas was aleg used to harkass the _
ensmy. o o . : : N

The main enemy foroe was concentrated in the sree south of hill
ZFERA in the ocontect area. Ucme nasuslties ware svsteined by 4 and ¢
- Uompenies vhile attaocking to siaze +he hi¥l, whick was used Az the MV Por
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the tank-infentry atteck on the mein enemy positions. The ocipany com-.
maniliyy of A Company was killed in this area. ' o

The village ltself was not inhatited, however it did-senteln o wall.
developed irench system, spider holes, =nd nmuaerous heavily consiruoted - -
bunkerg. - The texrein wys rolling gud vontainsd Shree 4ifferesnt.lovals,

Eioping down from hill ZEERA to e narth, here are many lerge rpok _

fermations throughout the ares, which inhibited the tank wovement and

limited their operation “to the southern helf cf the village. " Many emell

fighting tunnels had been oorotructed hy the NVA, whioh vere dug into R

the southern slopes of hill ZEBRA. ~Although the Ui faroes were stteckivg -
- downhill; and advanding on meny oocagions after taking out bunkers fo -
 their fromt, they had %o furd amd fight the twansls to their rear,

At 1630 hours (B gss wes enployed by hel-icoptar_.md_'é_cmd-ipated
tank-infantry attack was launched with A Gompa;;y_m-.zthgﬂ;uaat end UV Commany
on-the.east. The a¥taok with the tanks leading progreased woll for sliout
15 minytes. dApproximately. 1645 hours tha tanks went through a reavily
foriified bunkex eemplex on the western sids of the villeges The teniw
beliewnd they had elimineted resistance in the ares. . lowsver, as. the
infantry g mofohed, 1t developed that the enemy had let the tanks pass
end were fighting from a well devaloped strong point, This stopped the
attack far gbout an hour s the tanks and infantry destrayed the strong
poirt. - At 1800 hours the aiteck was resumd apd by 1900 hours had PTO=
gressed to the southern end of thé village and all enemy reaistance bad
been overcomg. The aree was then traversed from scuth to north a second
time to reoonfirm the elimination of the enemy farce. . L

At this time fifty<fow (54) enemy bodles had been counted and
thirteen (13) weapons, inoluding three {3) maokine guns, had ‘been re-

A’% 1815 :.hours__ﬁ"l"béﬁpany, 1-8 Cav wa,a alr ssaulted to blook egress
routes to the south, .Beg sketoh mep #2. ST .

Night dispositiqpato blook the sscape of stragglers fram the aréd
ave shown at sketoh mgp #3. _ L :

~ Bearch of the econteot area on 3 and 4 July resulted in the finding
of wany paoks ‘apd other items of equipwent, 5 additional ¥gapons includdng
- a maching gan, ‘s piatel, &nd documents indicating ths ¥ nit-bad been: -
olemonts of the Pth Bn, 220 Regt. Also 32 mare enemy ‘bodien were disdovered -
in bunkers and elép@ethe creek. Three local VC risoners ‘were found in & -
hole and etated that'the NVA unit hed moved into the arge the wight of
1 July, however, the aree had besn stocked with ammunition eeversl nighte
bafore, o : : o

The ‘otal anomy oasualtdos wers 86 NVA Kit end 3 VO »0i. Total U.d,
s lires: re 137K 4ad 39 0o . _
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Annex A o
Artillery in -Eﬁippor‘t_f of contact 8t oY .&N(l) o
1. Re-:duégi:_te_d Migglonss '
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