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‘e .’mfmtry sgned gnd o dunhr vere defending the hridao (total of 13
personnol) :

The new wooden hridge parallels and ig :Immodigmly ndjmt to the olad
blown concrate hridge.

_ e force defended the Tridge by d.aploying to both aidea of the oreek with
the duster looated at the west end of the wooden Tridge and the :Infmtry looumd.
at tha sgst end of both bridges.

At about 2220 hours, one member of the infantry elemsnt detectsd movenam o
As bhe wks warning the others, the enemy aterted firing.. The aize of the enemy
fores 1s estimaind ot 15 - 25 pernonnol probgbly members of the 304th’ ‘Sapper O,

The enany attacked uaing sr:ondos, M-79, AE~47, Carbine snd B-40 rocket five.,
The U5 unit returned the fire uging M-16, grengles, H-79, claymore mine, tio

M¥-60 machine gune and the dugter., Me: infan try PRC-25 redio was hit at the be-

gluning of the engagoment and the dnrlm: radio was not used g3 the dugter was
hegvily engaged o nd soon was hit in the turret by s B-40 rocket. Thug there
wes no commnications link betwean the bridge and the control Hosdgquartors at
Lz H’ILLIEo _ '

Preplmnoﬁ & tillery concentratidme, t .’malude illumingtim, were fired
around the bridge epproximgtely ten minutes gf ter the attack commenoed and were
continusd until ARA and gun ships took over the fire support missicn st about
2250 hours. In eddition, morter illumingtion rounds were fired ﬁ:om L.z VILLIR
within 5 minutes of the ocutbresk of .t’:l.r:l.ng at the bridaa

Althongh unlmom to the battslion commmder dus.to the laok of oamiontienl._-

the foree on the btridge had repilied the initigl wiemy qttack and were still
defending the uridge. The battalion commender regohed the bridge areg in hig ¢
and ¢ ship at about 2255 hours a nd socm thereafter (2259) hed the ship lmd at
the wept ond of the bridge. He debarked glone end sent the ship with the 8)
and Airty hSK Dfficer to LZ Willle to 5¢t Y rndioo

- After lgnding, LTC Jenkina took charfe of the defengive foroe gnd Ikilled
one esnemy with his platol. The ghip soon returned gnd the Arty LSN Officer
with a regdlo joined LTC Jemkins on the ground while the 33 stayed in the air
and controlled from there. The Arty LSN Officer killed two enemy as he waa
moving to Join LTC Jenkina., The redlo: at the bridge was used to bring in a
continuous etregm of ARA and gm shi,ns;firing within 10 meters of the bridge.

4 reinforeing platoon from 1z ENGLISH vas alr assaulied vest of the ‘m:ideo
at 23350 and linked up with the bridgs olements about 20 minutu later, )

Two membera of the infantry squad wae EIi. Both were hit by mgll grms

" fire - -~ ope ga he wgs moving from one position to another gnd the cother as

he rni.ad up o throw a grengile.
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Bight others were WI4 - ~ three members of the dustsr arew when 11 was
hit by the B-40 roaket, four infantrymen during the firefight and LTC Jenkina
a3 he was moving about reorgmizing the defenge. HNone of the WIA were gerious.
Four ware moderats and four were light. ' o -

In Sumnery. The bridge wes attaoked hy g well grmed enemy foroe of 15-25
men. The gitacking foros wes dissovered and launohed its gttaok Premgturely
(prinarily from the wouth) but with great foroe. Me U3 foroe gucessafully
defended the bridge ggaingt the guperior foros gnd killed eight of the eneny -
by body count and ocaptured two weapons (AE-47s) and onme B-40 rocket in additio n
to numerous (approximately 50) iE-47 magazines, many hand greneles, and some

wobbing and medical gupplies,
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Road to _
Lz‘de.IJLIE Wocden Bridge
Blown

- #Bridges each about 10-12
neters long

#%Distence Dbetwsen bridges.
about 3-5 me tera.
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