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4; (c) imJlysis: 

pressure on LL PfiUF'rSSlOii& T h b  artillery daveiopd a.counter-b&tsry flrc 
p w  whch provided mdi id t e  flrii on sus+ct or confu~luci u n a q  flr-8 

anew fire sincc 14 June. 

t&vubhouL t h e  4. 
lljstructed t o  d i . t e l 3  eu;.ke u l l  s u s p c t  or c o n f u u ~  loca ions .  
p$okrsm S i y i f i c S n t Q  rcducd  taw fires. 

.-: c. HKVN and US a r t i l l e r y  u-6 co-locat,tad on t hb  sdde f ire  b,sc which 
q a c i h t & e d  c b o r m c e  p r o c d u r m  and thereby providbd mru t u d y  a d  

+': y m A  reconnaissmce missims and i n  clost s u p p r t  of infdtr- operacrons. 
& h a  n.ecess;rry, c h s i  f i r e  support was firad t o  w i t h i n  50 J t t c r s  of frkindu 

..A 
v a. tihen t h e  Brig& i n i t i d l y  dalo>-sd, t h t  u s s i o n  WAS t o  re l ieve  ~~64,- 

' pclsitlons. The axecutad pLn  prwad ef fec t ive  as LI: k n 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ U I b . L  m c e i v d  i10 

i 

6 b. t h e  start of the opwation, mutupr an t i - s r c r j f t  f& ua6 mttns ive  
To counter this si tuat ion,  cub6 A i L r f  mni .A., uer6 

T h i s  

. .  

. aflfsct ive fare .support. 
. ... Y. 

d. & was emplopd gctanslvely a&~inst. utti-alrcrJIt fua, in wpport of 

po6itiCanS. - J .  ' .. 
. .  . ..?.&. 

. .  .. . . -  

lo-2 

.;- ; 

.; , 
::" ~. 

12 JLllgust:· B/J-l.c. ~-) dispLced fro..! FB .tnUF~lo...;J. to 'rJ..c:jj riUlC. 

13 AU;;ust: H.. • ..2-320 l-) re~ dl.splacod trom T""l II.t to C.;U4lc .....au.. 
tl«!capitaJ..;.tion of a;lI1IWlitiQn t11:ed: 

UNl'l' 
a/2-3~lDST ) 
C/2-3':!J (lOST) 

•. _ ". B/J....14 (lOST) . . .. :.. •. 
-. <~.:c/J....14 (lOST) .!"t«~!':;::'~~ 

..il/J-16 (15ST)· .. 
'3-18 (S"/175mw Sf) 

AI 4-77, . (..R.I.) 

~i ( C) iln.u.ysis: 
,. 

.. 'f17r '* rtOl.lldlS 
tlJ.756 
38,815 
19,451 
-',399 
~,o76 
2,/PJ 
1,164 

~7,65J (2.75 . ." . . \ 
258,ax:! l~: 

.2l,,17 (J 

G. ..hen the BriE;ade l.ll.itiilly d .. j:J..oycd, thb LUssion w"s to rtlllev .. tIIlElll\,­
prllssure on J.L P.a.U!..sS.LO.~;;L. Tl'J:, artl.ll"ry dljv .. lopod a ·count..r-buttel",f fir<> 
p¥n wh1ch provl.dfi:a J..UIilltdl. .. t .. fJ.r" on SUS.fA:'ct or confJ.r ... .,d .. no...., fJ.r~£ 

'po,sitl.ons. The CW(.Elc\rt',,,,d plJ.n prowd I;Iff(jctiv~ as LZ rAOi~J.\.)j~..,.i.. I'bC"l.vood no 
etieli\V f irll sinc£; 14 JUl1'" . 

I 

.~ b. ..t the start. of the oJ-f>%'ation, ..n..m;y ant1-aJ.rcrilft fir .. Wall :mtf>l'lsl.VEl 
t~ul>hout. the 11). To counter this situation, T.ub .. Q.l!till..r,f illl<.! .,A ... W .. r\lI 

~structed to ~Lt",l;fe~~.le IIll susP'"ct or confJ.rhll;Ci locst.l.Ons. 'l'his 
pj'o/!,ram siglif'acantly rooduced. f>I'I""I,Y tires. 
;.~ 
.• ; c. illtVN ancl. US artillery Wf>%'£; co-locatlld on th .. Sd""'" fir .. b~s .. which 
fac1lit .. tod cltl/U'ance procOiXiur(;:s and thorl;lby provl.dtld Ilr)rtl tl.Ll<J.j ..Ina 

,8feetivIJ fire .support. . ¥ . , 
~ , 

,',: d. .IIR.I was f:lmploybci GiCtensiv"q at,...-inst. mtl-aJ.rcr.lft farIS, 111 IlUpport of 
JiBu..<l reconnaissJIlcEi millims :Ina in cklst. support of 1I1f..antl"J' op..roT.l.Ons. 
liht.n necessary, cklst> .f11" .. support wile firEod to within 50 ... tljre of trhmd]y 
P:Jli1t_s.' . 

'. 
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• 



1. (c) mssibn: 

a. 2he mz~siofl pf t h e  AS ~ s s i r u l t  hdlicoptor coqnny was t o  provlae lln . 
capability for r.edbpJOyment of Ground forces b$ conbat assault end &radlon, 
edminbtrative amvembt and aerial rrjsupfly. 

lift capability for sdmhstrative troop mvement and log is t ica l  resup&'. 
b. ThE m;ssion of t h e  assault helLc0ptt .r  support sectmn w-s t o  ~ v x l ~  

C .  She m i a s h  of ttp Brkade Aviation €latooo.ws topvvadG mLpuuiland and 

(C) 'Concd of Ohration: .The cmcept of supporting t h e  operatun was 

s sont ro l ,  couricr and vicrd, reconnaissance &crapt. i * 0 

I 
.I 

2. 
that t h e  d l r a d  support hekco@er company c o m d s r  wntroltd a l l  itam& 
support assets, under t h e  supurvleion of the braads operatlms offlci,r, and 
the Brigade Aviation Flatom Leader controlled a l l  dvvlatlon Fl.ltoon &s&s, 
again under supervismn of tb operations offictrr. 

1 

/' 

,.."' 3. (C) Execution: hach preplamad airmobile optrat+on,uas charactcrrmd L? 
deliberats preparations in t h e  form of an a i r  mission c o m d t r t s  mating 
which normlly incorporatd coordination amng t h e  A F C ,  4, r...thfmders, 
&A, gunship, artillery, Tac & and .w;y othm spcclal a@ncj concerab w l t r .  
t h t  misslon. 
InL&h&s, whanavcr possible. 
t he  t a c t i c d  ground maneuver plan. FLight mutes wtre basicallydetmdinki 
by factors of distance and fire support; formatlon kurb b a s ~ c d l j  d - t . t m a i  
by factors of numbur of aircraft and U / P Z  shape and CapacirA-s. 

," 
Pap and visual reconn&ss&cu pr+.cadd and follcwcd t h u s c  

dl efforts were u d t  t o  coqlumcint and sup@ 

' 4. (C) @illrsb: The aviation support r a d a r &  durmk th t  opra t ron  was 
wnsiderd  sxtrbmely eff,ctive. Of s i y i f i c a n t  inportancs: was the  high 
avir i lbi lxty rate of w c r a f t .  

conbind g6n-d support effor ts  o f ' . b t h  t h o  l O l s t  xbn Div and tn  Amr icd  
Division which provided mcreascd replrcement parts. 

. sand found in t h e  eastan portion of t h e  AO creattd 6 6 i g n l f i c a t  min taancJ  
problem. T h i s  sand caus6d undue wear ~1 bearin& surfaces and pi t t in& of 
windshields thdrbby requiring frequent rcplacomsslts of harm *s and w i d -  .., 
ahields. hginss  b d  t o  be flushed =re f r q u e n t l y  (2-3 drys P thereby 
bcr t ias in~ .  n~n-hours., Gmurtrlly spcjakini t h e  kLL wirs not adwuat~ &o 

a. Maintenance. The hikh ava ikb i l i t y  rate can be iatributcrl t o  t h e  ' .  

The lyrko amunt of . 

a&. 
thew demands for r&acbmEmt parts. . 1 

. . ... . 
b. re+.hur *a terrahi: .Gam&y s$a& the w t a t h t x  and t w r r a i n  were 

fnvorsbblcr l o r  avaatun & i v l t i & .  The S d t  watw an t h e  ~ l r  Cild rquarc 
da i l j  w+shin&e of the  aircraft t o  pr~clude .i , erosion of bq.6 surfaws. 

c. SuitabiLity of Urn: .&/Pa slttrs wtxc gekralb adqu$a tnrorkh- 
out thw .ho. 

Amowledge of PZ tectmiques thereby enhwcink aificicnt d r m b i l b  op-ratzus. 
.ar t o  ground comrpuications wns esrcbllent. 

' 

a,. Organization of, pickup Bones: Ground commander du lPns t rLd  

I 

a. l'he .mission pfthe ,IX) aS6aulthtJ.1coptur company was 1'.0 prov:llie li.1'\:. . 
capability for re:!ep~oyment of ,;;round forces b~ co.ut;at assault and ct.raction, 
adJDjnistrative lIIDveAlt and aerial rssup}:l.y. 

b. 1'111; m;;.ssl.on of the assau:)thelicopLt.r sU~'jX>rt. sectiDn w",s to rrov:i.d .. 
~1ft capability tor adDUonstrative troop movement and lo&istical resuppq. 

" ' 

c. l'he JD1ssion ott,~ Britoade Aviation flatoon~ t~.FOvi.d .. 4p.C,.lIIalld and 
\),,'''~' ,,,·.control, .eolU'it.1" and 'Via&;1. reconna!e sanc • .ucraf't. J;;, ",' " , 

/ 

, . , 
:2. (C) 'ConceFt, of 'OPRration': ""The cCllcept 'of supportin& thb opuration wa.s 
that the direct support. helicopi;er company cOlllllWlder controltd all dU"filct 
support assets, under the sUpoilrvuion of thebrl&aQ& operatl,Clls o1'fl.c •• r, :and 

,the Bri&ade Aviation F-latoCll Lea;. .. rcontrolle:! all ftVl.atl.On fl..toon clSsets, 
again under supervl.sl.On of tbo operatl.OllS Offl.Cer. 

:h (C) Execution: Mch prepilanned a1rmobile operatl.on, ViiS charact.:.rl.ztld 1:' 
/' deliberate preparations in the form of an air mlssion coJllllW1d .. r's meeting 

which normally incorporated coordination among the JIl'FC, ..u!C, f .. thfmd"r ... 
1IR1<, gunship, art.illery, 'lac Air and ,any othlor SP"Cl.al aB."nc',f conc"r,l.d Wl.'r.., 
tht. missl.On. ".ap and visual reconn.ussd.Ilc" preceeded and followed th(>s.; 
mt.etinls, wbon.w"'r possible. ..l1 erfort.s Wbr .. IIbd" to compl..m.:.nt and support. 
the taeticlll ground man .. uver plan. Flight routes w"re sa.sic,:1.lly d .. to;;rruil~ 
by factors of distance and fiN support; formatl.On ,."r" basl.calil d"terllWlo:i 
by factors of numbtir of aircraft and LZ/PZ sha.,,, and c,.).paci.i",s. 

. , 

\ 

4. (C) ~sis: 'lhe aViatiDn support. rmd",r..d durl.ng tht. op<.ratl.On was 
considl:lred EXtrbmely erf"ctive. 01' si&llificant 1Dp:>rtanc" was tn. high 
availability rat" of &l.rcrai't. 

a. !laintenancu. 'lhe hiSh av<liL!.bility rat" can b" ".tributed to the 
comined g6lleral support. efforts of both tillil lOlst Abn Div and t~ AlOOrical 
DiVision which provided l.ncre~sed r",pLc~t part-so Tilt; larse amount of 

, sand found in thv eastC4"n portion of thf; .0 cr~e:! a.lIie.n11'icmt lIllint..nanc') 
problem. This sand caused undue wear -on bearine; aurfac"s oiIJ'ld p:i.ttini, of 
windshio>lds th",rbby Nquirin& frtoqumt. r .. pl.i.ctlmt.rlts of b<oarm~s and wirxi­
.hields. .l!Il&intlS Iud to be flushed morE; fr~utilltly (2-3 d.iys) thereby , 
increasini; IIIJO-hours. , .Generally sp..akine, thE; I'LL was not ati~uat .. to .. etIt, 
these demands tor replact:omant parts. '< 

. ,' .. 
b. ..,4.lIIIr spa terrain: ,G;;.nt;!'cllly Sf6ala.nt thts Wt.atht;l and t",rra.in wer" 

favorab4 tor avut.l.On actl.vl.ti..s. 'lbl. salt water lJl th .. &ll' dlli r .. qul.r~ , 
caill w4shings of the aircraft ,to F"clud .. erosion ot b~b aurfaCl:ls. . ~ . 

c. Suitab1lit7 of 'L:I./P'i.: '.li/./f"l.. s:..t .. s WU-b ~arall;( ad~u"t. .. tll1'Oil6h­
out. tbil ,JI). 

d,. Organization ot, pickup sones: ' Ground COllllllaIlder d..:mnstrot6d t.tloroU&~\ 
Jlnowllild~" of PZ tecmiques tbt:reby enhancins af'fl.Cl.trlt .t.l.rllDbl.lb op..rat:;.ons • 
..1r to /iiround cOIllilLUll.cbf,ions was excilUent., , 

ll-l 
..,~" t!J & ;:':E! 9 ( ; ! T! e , 
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